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Re: HB 352 Longevity

I respectfully request that you schedule a hearing in the House State A -s Committee 
for HB 352, appropriation for longevity bonus grants.

A copy o f the bill, a sponsor statement, and additional background nr rial are attached.

A teleconference site in Anchorage and Fairbanks will likely be needed. If you have any 
questions or need additional information, please call Danielle Brown at 465-4457.

Thank you.
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"An A ct making an appropriation for longevity bonus grants"

The Longevity Bonus Program was created in 1972 with the intent to provide an incentive to 
mitigate the costs of senior Alaskans who continue residency in Alaska. In 1993 due to the 
projected decrease in state revenue, Alaska Governor Walter Hickel created a “phase-out” of 
the Longevity Bonus Program. The then Governor sought to ensure benefits for Alaskan 
seniors who turned 65 before January 1,1994 for the duration of their lifetime. These 17,600 
remaining recipients in their 70’s, 80’s, 90’s and 100’s rely heavily upon the longevity onus 
for expenses including but not limited to housing, food, heating, and medical expenses. By a 
stroke of the pen, Governor Murkowski’s abrupt elimination of the longevity onus funding 
has caused unnecessary hardships on those who depend on the program and their families.

House Bill 352 seeks to appropriate $44.8 million from the general fund to the Department 
of Health and Social Services, Division o f Alaska Longevity Programs, for payment of 
longevity bonus grants for the fiscal year ending June 30, 2.005.

Representative 
David Guttenberg 

House of Representatives 
District 8
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D e m o c r a t s  p r o u d  t o  s u p p o r t  L o n g e v i t y  B o n u s
3 y  R E P .  E T H A N  B E R K O W I T Z __________________

• " I  am transmitting a b ill that phases out the 
Longevity Bonus Program over, a several-year 
oeriod. . . . This b ill protects current bonus 
'ecipients, and those future recipients who turn 
55 before January 1, 1994, by providing that 
hey w ill receive $250 a month fo r  the remain­
der o f their lives . . . .  /  am proposing this 
phased elimination because many Alaskans who 
■vill be reaching 65 in the next fou r years have 
:ounted bn the . bonus in planning fo r  their 
-etirement, and an abrupt termination o f the 
orogram would not be fa ir  to them."

- Gov. Walter J. Hickel in his letter o f trans- 
nittal, signing House Bill 81 into law in 1993 
emphasis added).

“A promise made is a debt unpaid.” Robert 
service wrote it, and honorable Alaskans re- 
ipect the pledge o f a Handshake, the commit- 
nent of giving one’s word. That’s why aban- 
ioning the 1993 promise to recipients of the 
longevity Bonus runs counter to values that we 
each our children to hold dear.

Even those who disagree with the merits of 
he Longevity Bonus should oppose a retreat 
Tom a promise made to Alaska seniors, the 
/oungest o f whom is now almost 75 years old. 
What Governor Hickel recognized as “not fair” 
n 1993 is unconscionable in 2003. The 17,000 
surviving seniors who counted on the promise 
■nade in 1993 deserve better. Those who are not 
seniors should pay attention as well. If seniors

> It is irresponsible to cut the 
budget and ignore the impacts 
to real Alaskans simply to 
reach a bottom line. The . 
financial and social cost o f this• r • - • .
cut exceeds the benefit._______

can be targeted, no one can be sure that other 
promises won’t be broken and other Alaskans 
sacrificed for budget expedience. The litmus 
test of convenience has no place when deciding 
whether to honor commitments. Over the long 
term, damage to the government’s credibility 
harms Alaska’s ability to conduct business.

Promises only count when they’re hard to 
keep, and keeping a promise is an important 
measure of character.

Importantly, no economic analysis accompa­
nied this cut and many questions about it remain 
unanswered. Though the Longevity Bonus cost 
$44 million, the decision to cut it saves nowhere 
near that amount. Over 7,000 seniors now col­
lect “Alaska Senior Assistance” -  and honest 
accounting must deduct the dollar cost of that 
new welfare program from alleged savings.

Other hidden costs have also emerged -  costs 
that have not been directly accounted. For ex­
ample, how many seniors went without food or 
medicine because a lifetime of pride prohibited 
them from taking a handout, and what increased

hidden medical.and housing costs that had been 
borne by individuals now add to the cost of 
other government programs?

• One must also ask why the new program 
penalizes married seniors, since unmarried se­
niors living together receive more than a mar­
ried couple.

Finally, no one has studied the effect of the 
Longevity Bonus as it flows through the state’s 
economy -  what businesses and what regions will 
be adversely affected? It is irresponsible to cut the 
budget and ignore the impacts to real Alaskans 
simply to reach a bottom line. The financial and 
social cost of this cut exceeds the benefit.

Leadership frequently means making tough 
choices, but tough choices should never be 
made callously or recklessly. The 1993 promise 
endured for 10 years before the administration 
did away with the program. What they did was 
insulting and unfair. That’s why Democrats are 
fighting to restore the Longevity Bonus -  be­
cause we believe in keeping our promises, and 
we know that there are better ways to balance 
the budget than to take it out on seniors. Ulti­
mately, this isn’t about party politics, it is about 
doing what’s right.

That’s why, when I walk down the street and 
run into seniors, I’m proud that I can look them 
in the eye and say, “I’m fighting for you.”

Ethan Berkowitz, D-Anchorage, is the M i­
nority Leader in the Alaska S'ate House o f 
Representatives.



Bonus battle 
continues

Legislators file bills; 
seniors file lawsuit

By DAVID WASHBURN _________________ -
Senior Voice 

T hough the last checks w ere m ailed  in  A u­
gust, the battle  over the s la te ’s L ongev ity  Bonus 
program  is no t over. In N ovem ber, a Fairbanks 
legislator prefiled  a bill to re s to re  funding for 
the program , and D em ocrats p rom ise  to keep 
Ihe issue on the front bu rner w hen the leg is la ­
tive session beg ins January  12.

Then in D ecem ber, a group o f  seniors filed a 
law suit in Fairbanks S uperio r C ourt against the 
state, c laim ing it b roke a p rom ise  w hen it de- 
fundctb the B onus. T he law su it seeks class-

Bonus battle prompts new legislation, lawsuit. . .
continued from page 1 
action status fo r all seniors 
enrolled  in  the B onus p ro ­
gram , and w ants the pro­
gram  reinstated .

U nfair a n d  to o  e x p e n s iv e  
A lthough, the L ongevity  

B onus program  rem ains in 
p lace in s ta te  sta tu te , Gov. 
F rank  M urkow ski .vetoed 
funding fo r it las t sum m er, 
e ffectively  bring ing  the 30- 
year-o ld  program  to an end, 

A laska started  the B onus 
program  in the 1970s as a 
w ay  to  th a n k  lo n g - tim e  
A laskans fo r the ir ro le  in 
p ioneering  and bu ild ing  the 
stale, and to  help  them  m eet 
expenses so  that they  would 
be able to rem ain  here. O ver 
the years, en ro llm en t grew  
and costs skyrocke’ted after, 
the courts struck  dow n the " 
orig inal 25 -year residency

Guttenberg said that the bill, which 
; i requires,only a 5 0 - 5 0  vote , will be 

/easier to  pass than an override o f the 
..- g overnor's ;ve to , which requires a 

m ajority v o te ; . - ,
requirem ent, and opened the niors, the "haves and havc- 
p rogram  to any sen io r liv-' no ts .” B ut w hen the checks 
ing in the sta te  a year o r stopped, som e senior house- 
longer. In the, early  1990s,- holds saw  their incom e drop 
the state decided  to phase by', up to $500  a m onth , 
out the program , and no new  M urkow ski launched  a new
e p ro lle e s  h av e  b een  a c ­
cepted fo r seven years. Still, 
m ore th a n . 18,000 seniors 
w e re  r e c e iv in g  m onth ly , 
ch eck s o f  $1 0 0  to  $25.0 
through the program , at an 
annual cost o f  $44 m illion , 
w hen M urkow ski k illed  i t . .

M urkow ski said the state  
can  no Ipngcr afford  the 
B onus, and thal thep rog ram  
was u n la ir because  it c re ­
ated tw o ca tegories o f  sc-

Senior A ssistance Program , 
w hich pays $120 a m onth to 
sen iors Who m eet low -in- 
co tne  s ta n d a rd s . S en io rs  
w ho w ere receiv ing the B o ­
nus checks did no t have to 
m eet any incom e gujdelinc„.

N ew  le g is la tio n ,
- InN ovem ber,R ep . David 
G iittenberg , D -F airbanks, 
announced he was filing leg­
islation  to ;res to re  funding 
fo r thc B.onus. T he bi.‘ , 1IB 
3 5 2 , w o u ld  ap p ro p  ia tc  
$44.8 m illion  in  state, je n -  

-eral'T evenues’ f o r  the p ro -  ■ 
gram .

In  a p re s s  s ta te m e n t,

G uttenberg said that the bill, 
w hich requires only a 50-50 
vote, w ill be easie r to pass 
th an  an o v e rr id e  o f  the 
g o v ern o r 's  veto, w hich re­
quires a majority vote. M any 
legisla to rs in M urkow ski’s 
ow n party  w ere taken by 
surprise when he announced 
h is p lan to end the B onus, 
and- som e even supported  
continuing the program , bu t 
a c a l l  to  o v e r r id e  th e  
govern o r’s veto last sum ­
m er fa iled ..

"A lask an s’ from  all po ­
litic a l s tr ip e s  haVe been 
quite clear. .B alancing the 
s ta te 's  budget by cutting  the 
L ongevity  B onus rem ains 
an u n accep tab le  o p tio n ,"  
G uttenberg said. "I think the 
leg isla tu re  w ill jum p  at the 
chance to pu t things righ t."

C om panion bill SB 251, 
s p o n s o re d  S en . H o ll is  
F rench, D -A nchorage, has. 
been filed in the Senate.

C o u rt c h a l l e n g e ''-  
In Decembor, A nchorage- • 

b ascd .a tto rn cy  Joe P. Jo-

sephson filed  a law suit on 
b eha lfo fc igh tsen io rs , chal­
lenging  M urkow sk i’s veto.

T he p lain tiffs say Bonus 
e n ro llc c s  w ere  p rom ised  
they w ould get checks for 
the rest o f  the ir lives its part 
o f  the phase-out agreem ent 
adopted in 1996, and that 
M urkow sk i v io la ted  that 
prom ise.

S ta le  o ff ic ia ls  say the 
state re ta ins the pow er to 
change its program s, includ­
ing  the L ongevity  Bonus.

P la in tiffs  nam ed in the 
si it are H elen S im pson, o f  
A nchorage, and Fairbanks 
se n io rs  R o g e r and  R ose 
A n d e rso n , R u th  B ohm s, 
J o rg y  J o r g e n s o n ,  N iilo  
K oponen , H aro ld  S tarkcl 
and P earlinc  S tarkel. I f  the 
court grants class status, all 
B onus recip ien ts could join 
as p lain tiffs .

T he laW suit nam es as de­
fendants M urkow ski, Dept, 
o f  A dm inistra tion  C om m is­
sioner M ike  M illb r and the, 
S tate o f  A laska.
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P le a se  le ave  th i s  program a lo n e ,  i t  i s  working w e l l .  The S ta te  o f  A laska made a PROMISE 
to the peop le who he lped get us S ta tehood , b u i l t  up A laska  in  T e r r i t o r i a l  days and took  
p r id e  in  doing so . F ou rth  Avenue was the on ly  paved road in  Anchorage, the f ishe rm en 
t ra p p e rs  and miners ran  the T e r r i t o r y  they lo v ed . They were a l l  hard working p eop le .  When 
they aged, they wanted to  s ta y  in  A laska . The S i t k a  P ion ee r  Home, the o n ly  one a t  the time
he lped  a l o t .  O thers had to le ave  A laska due to ou r h igh cos t o f  l i v i n g .
The PROMISE was the L ongev ity  Bonus Program to he lp  these P ionee rs  s ta y  here .They were the 
peop le  who had l i v e d  and worked h e re , even though i t  was hard a t t imes. Governor Murkowslcj 
says we can use o th e r  a v a i l a b l e  programs to o f f s e t  the l o s s  o f  the monthly check.NOT TRUE.
1 . Medicare pays le s s  and l e s s .  More medical no lo n g e r  covered . Some needed b lood  t e s t s  

no t cove red , h o s p i t a l  charges $ 91 .00  f o r  t h i s  one a lo n e .
2 . Some d oc to rs  w i l l  n o t take new Medicare p a t i e n t s .
3 . Costs o f  p r ' i c r i p t i o n s  a re  out o f  s ig h t .  Some peop le  have to decide whether to  ea t o r

get needed medicine to  he lp  t h e i r  c on d it io n ,
4 .  Meals on Wheels cannot b r ing  a meal to you r home i f  you can d r iv e  a sh o r t  d is tan ce  o r

a fam i ly  member can. Or i f  you walk your dog in  you r own ya rd . I  c a n 't  get r e s p i t e
dveti 2 heuE§ a weak i&t the same faaaea,

5 . The P ion ee r Homes have long  w a it ing  l i s t f ,  l o t s  o f  empty beds due to  the la c k  o f  h e lp .
I  a l s o  know some peop le  a re  paying over $4 ,0 0 0  a month the re  even though they a re  not
bed r id d en . I  d on ' t  understand th i s  charge. Suppose the Governor c lo s e s  these 
P ionee r Homes? At $ 4 ,0 0 0  per month, how much o f  you r sav ings cou ld  be l e f t  to  go 
e lsewhere? I  r e a l i z e  the "have n o ts "  s tay  th e re ,  t o o ,  but how i s  the amount charged 
the "haves" decided? A percentage o f  the remain ing ba lance in  savings?

The Longev ity  Bonus check has been f ig u re d  in to  a l l  ou r  budgets . Each month the re  a re  
£.u,’ & ^ o f  us to re c e iv e  these checks because we a re  a dying b re ed . I  f ig u r e  the youngest person  

re c e iv in g  a check o f  $100 p e r month was 72 yea rs  o ld  t h i s  y e a r .  I  was 74 on 1 2 /2 3 /2 0 0 2 ,  
which makes me one o f  the l a s t  peop le to q u a l i f y  f o r  $ 2 5 0 .0 0  per month. I  have been in  
A laska  55 y e a r s .  Th is means a l o t  o f  people who re c e iv e  $250 a re  o ld e r  than I  am, but may 
not have been in  A laska as loAg due to the program r u l e  o f  res idency was d ec la red  to  be 
u n c o n s t i t u t io n a l  and opened ic  up to anyone o f  a c e r t a in  age, no m atte r how r e c e n t ly  they 
had come to  A la ska . L o ts  o f  peop le we know brought up Mom & Pop to l i v e  here and ge t the 
$250 a month, tu rned the garage in t o  an apartment. Th is  made the l i s t  o f  those g e t t in g  
checks go out o f  s ig h t .
Three g ene ra t ion s  o f  ou r fam i ly  born in  A laska , c h i ld r e n ,  g randch i ld ren  and g re a t :  c h i ld r e n .  
We do own ou r home. I  r e c e iv e  $250, date o f  b i r t h  1 2 /2 3 /2 8 ,  my husband gets  $200 even 
though he 's  been here lo n g e r ,  dob 2 /2 2 /2 9 ,  2 months younger than me. Every penny we 
spend f o r  anyth iiig  i s  spent he re . We con t r ib u te  to  l o c a l  c h a r i t i e s ,  and q u ie t ly  h e lp  
in d iv id u a ls  needing i t ,  taught rem ed ia l read ing w ithou t s a l a r y ,  helped dea f 13 y ea r o ld  
to  speak and o th e r  p e rso n a l he lp  to  make l i f e  b e t t e r  h e re .  Tha t 's  what the p ionee r 
A laskans always d id ,  h e lp  each o th e r  because we cared and not f o r  money.
We need th i s  program to con tinue as i t  i s ,  i t ' s  working w e l l .  As I  sa id  in  the beg inn igg , 
le a v e  the program a lo n e ,  we're  dying o f f  and the Governor i s  wrong, most o f  us d on 't  
q u a l i f y  f o r  the pcgrams he t h in ' s  a re  there and we d on ' t  want c h a r i t y .  A lso , i f  we lo s e  
t h i s  program I  can th in k  o f  o th e r  ways tosave money, but then a l o t  o f  peoplxi w ou ldn 't 
l i k e  i t  because i t  would be t h e i r  money being g iven  up.
I  cannot b e l ie v e  the Governor and ou r Senators and Rep re sen t iv e  would even con s id e r 
touching t h i s  progrm. At the same time the T o u r is t  I n d u s t r y ,  which i s  p r i v a t e  in d u s t r y ,  
i s  aga in  ask ing  f o r  a government FREE subsidy to  o f f s e t  i t s  a d v e r t is in g  c o s t s .  T o u r is t s  
have always come to  see ou r d i f f e r e n t ,  b e a u t i fu l  S ta te .  L e t t h i s  p r i v a t e  in d u s t ry  
f i n a l l y  stand on i t s  own. I  would th in k  the e l d e r l y  a re  more im po rtan t , remember, we 
l i v e  h e re .

Thank you  f o r  y o u r t im e , S in c e re ly



My husband and I  worked hard f o r  S ta tehood , a t  ou r own exf snse, working withv'V:’
De lega te  E. Bob B a r t l e t t .  My husband's l e t t e r  to Congress re g a rd in g 'o u r  F is h e r i e s ,  
was so impress ive  i t  became a p a r t  o f  the C ong ress iona l Record .
I'm  s o r r y  t h i s  i s  so lo n g , but i t  i s  a v e ry  importan t to  ou r age group and i t  seems as 
though the needy, the handicapped and the e ld e r l y  a re  o f t e n  t a rg e t s  o f  cu t t in g  cos ts  
o f  government down and more funds a re  asked f o r  and g iven to bus inesses which shou ld  
always stand on t h e i r  own two f e e t .  I  c on s id e r t h i s  a form  o f  w e l fa r e ,  meaning the 
bus iness handouts ,because i t  i s  t h e i r  problem how they a d v e r t i s e .  Saying they a re  
b r in g ing  bus iness to A la ska , they a re  doing th i s  a d v e r t is in g  f o r  t h e i r  bus in ess , A laska  
i t s e l f  does not need a d v e r t i s in g .  They choose to  do b ig  time a d v e r t is in g ,  f i n e ,  they 
can pay f o r  i t  l i k e  the r e s t  o f  us do. We pay f o r  an ad in  the newpapersr The S ta te  
shou ld  not pay f o r  anyone's a d v e r t is in g  and these funds a re  not repa id  to u s , the 
peop le o f  A! ika.The in d u s t ry  i s  qu ick  to say how much they do f o r  A laska , i t  lo o k s  
to me l i k e  ay want to be paid tw ice , one when they charge the customer and once when 
they ask the S ta te  f o r  money f o r  f r e e .
S o r ry  i f  I  sound c y n ic a l , t h e s e  two su b je c ts  a re  r e la t e d .  One, the government wants to  take 
away from peop le who can no lo ng e r  work except f o r  c h a r i t a b le  o rg an iza t io n s  due to h e a lth  
and age r e s t r i c t i o n s  and continue to g ive to p r iv a te  in d u s t ry  every s in g le  y e a r .  I f  they 
were a c h a r i t y  th a t  would be d i f f e r e n t  and would be cons ide red  however, maybe these peop le 
have over extended t h e i r  bus iness f o r  the a l l  mighty d o l l a r  and f e e l  the S ta te  owes them 
something. Not t r u e ,  as Harry  S. Truman s a id ,  i f  you c a n ' t  s tand the hea t , get out o f  the 
k i tc h en . Businesses come and go, I  know th i s  to be t r u e ,  I  f e e l  ve ry  s t r o n g ly  about 
t h i s ,  we shou ld  not sub s id iz e  tou ris t?  indu ; r y .



W e b  p o s t e d  M o n d a y ,  M a y  1 2 ,  2 0 0 3

M y Turn: A laska's  seniors are a $2 b illio n  in d u stry

By Mike Miller

I t  r e a l l y  d o e s n ' t  m a k e  m u c h  s e n s e ,  d o e s  i t ?  H e r e  G o v .  M u r k o w s k i  r u n s  f o r  o f f i c e  o n  a  
p l a t f o r m  o f  e c o n o m i c  d e v e l o p m e n t  a n d ,  w i t h i n  a  m o n t h  o f  t a k i n g  o f f i c e ,  t e l l s  t h e  
L e g i s l a t u r e  t o  c r i p p l e  a n  i n d u s t r y  t h a t  g e n e r a t e s  b i l l i o n s  o f  d o l l a r s  o f  r e v e n u e  f o r  t h e  
s t a t e  e a c h  y e a r .  ( A n d ,  y e s ,  t h a t ' s  r i g h t  -  w e ' r e  t a l k i n g  b i l l i o n s  w i t h  a  " B . " )

T h e  i n d u s t r y  i n  q u e s t i o n :  t h e  s e n i o r  i n d u s t r y .

T h e  M c D o w e l l  G r o u p ,  I n c . ,  o f  J u n e a u ,  c o m p l e t e d  a  s t u d y  i n  D e c e m b e r  2 0 0 0  c a l l e d  
" I s s u e s  A f f e c t i n g  t h e  E c o n o m i c  W e l l - B e i n g  o f  A l a s k a  S e n i o r s . "  I t  w a s  p r e p a r e d  f o r  t h e  
A l a s k a  C o m m i s s i o n  o n  A g i n g .  A m o n g  i t s  s t a r t l i n g  c o n c l u s i o n s  w e r e  t h e s e :

•  " S e n i o r  i n c o m e  i s  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  a t  l e a s t  $ 2 . 4  b i l l i o n  o f  ( A l a s k a ' s )  t o t r l  $ 1 7 . 7  
b i l l i o n  i n  1 9 9 9  p e r s o n a l  i n c o m e . "

•  " T h e  $ 2 . 4  b i l l i o n  f o r  s e n i o r s  i s  m o r e  t h a n  t h e  e s t i m a t e d  i m p a c t s  o f  
e m p l o y m e n t  c r e a t e d  b y  m o s t  o f  t h e  s t a t e ' s  l e a d i n g  i n d u s t r i e s .  T h e s e  i n c l u d e  
t h e  p e t r o l e u m  i n d u s t r y  ( $ 2  b i l l i o n ) ,  t h e  s e a f o o d  i n d u s t r y  ( $ 1 . 2  b i l l i o n ) ,  a n d  
t h e  t o u r i s m ,  m i n i n g  a n d  f o r e s t - p r o d u c t s  i n d u s t r i e s  c o m b i n e d  ( $ 1 . 6  b i l l i o n ) . "

I n  o t h e r  w o r d s ,  a l t h o u g h  t h e  i n c o m e  a n d  i m p a c t  o f  a  s i n g l e  A l a s k a  s e n i o r  m a y  b e  
m o d e s t ,  t h e  c u m u l a t i v e  e c o n o m i c  e f f e c t  o f  h a v i n g  t h e s e  p e o p l e  i n  A l a s k a  i s  h u g e l y  
b e n e f i c i a l .

O f  c o u r s e ,  t h e  M c D o w e l l  G r o u p  s t u d y  w a s  b a s e d  o n  a  y e a r  2 0 0 0  e n r o l l m e n t  o f  
2 1 , 0 0 0  s e n i o r s  r e c e i v i n g  t h e  L o n g e v i t y  B o n u s .  T h e  b o n u s  h a s  b e e n  c l o s e d  t o  n e w  
a p p l i c a n t s  s i n c e  1 9 9 7  a n d  t h e s e  d a y s ,  i f  t h e  g o v e r n o r ' s  f i g u r e s  a r e  c o r r e c t ,  t h e r e  a r e  
o n l v  1 8 , 0 0 0  r e c i p i e n t s ,  a n  8 . 5  p e r c e n t  d e c r e a s e  i n  l e s s  t h a n  t h r e e  y e a r s .

A p p a r e n t l y  u s  o l d  t i m e r s  a r e  d y i n g  o f f  a t  t h e  r a t e  o f  w e l l  m o r e  t h a n  a  t h o u s a n d  a  
y e a r .  A s  w e  a l l  g e t  o l d e r  t h a t  r a t e  w i l l  a c c e l e r a t e .

S o ,  b e  p a t i e n t ,  g o v e r n o r .  W e ' l l  g e t  t h i s  b u r d e n s o m e  e x p e n d i t u r e  o f f  y o u r  s h o u l d e r s  
a n d  d o w n  t o  z e r o  i n  n o  t i m e .

B u t ,  i n  t h e  m e a n t i m e ,  w h a t  c a n  t h e  s t a t e ,  s p e c i f i c a l l y  t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e ,  d o  t o  p r o t e c t  
t h e  $ 2  b i l l i o n  i n d u s t r y  t h a t  s e n i o r s  r e p r e s e n t ?

I t ' s  a  n o - b r a i n e r :  K e e p  t h e  b o n u s .  H e l p  s e n i o r s  a v o i d  h a v i n g  t o  p a c k  u p  a n d  m o v e  
O u t s i d e ,  t a k i n g  w i t h  t h e m  -  t o  s p e n d  O u t s i d e  -  t h e i r  r e t i r e m e n t  c h e c k s ,  t h e i r  S o c i a l  
S e c u r i t y ,  t h e i r  s a v i n g s ,  t h e i r  v e t e r a n s  b e n e f i t s ,  e t c .

A  l i t t l e  h i s t o r y :  W h e n  w e  w e r e  a  T e r r i t o r y  a n d  e v e n  i n  t h e  e a r l y  d e c a d e s  o f  
s t a t e h o o d ,  i t  w a s  a l m o s t  t h e  n o r m  f o r  m a n y  s e n i o r s  t o  h a v e  t o  r e t i r e  t o  t h e  L o w e r  4 8  
w h e r e  t h e  c o s t  o f  l i v i n g  w a s  c h e a p e r .  T h e  P a c i f i c  N o r t h w e s t  w a s  p r o b a b l y  t h e  m o s t  
p o p u l a r  a r e a ,  b e c a u s e  i t  " s e e m e d  m o r e  l i k e  A l a s k a . "



W h y  d i d  t h e y  g o ?  T h e y  h a d  t o .  I t  w a s  p u r e l y  a n  e c o n o m i c  t h i n g .  T h e y  d i d n ' t  w a n t  t o  
l e a v e ;  f o r  m a n y ,  m o v i n g  O u t s i d e  b r o k e  t h e i r  h e a r t s .

T h e n ,  i n  A l a s k a ,  a  w o n d e r f u l  t h i n g  h a p p e n e d .  A  s e r i e s  o f  l e g i s l a t i v e  e n a c t m e n t s ,  
s u p p o r t e d  b y  R e p u b l i c a n s  a n d  D e m o c r a t s ,  m a d e  i t  p o s s i b l e  f o r  A l a s k a  o l d - t i m e r s  t o  
s t a y  h e r e  w i t h  c h i l d r e n ,  g r a n d c h i l d r e n  a n d  f r i e n d s .  I n  1 6  y e a r s  o f  p r o u d l y  
r e p r e s e n t i n g  J u n e a u  i n  t h e  A l a s k a  H o u s e  o f  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s ,  I  c o n s i d e r  m y  " y e s "  
v o t e s  f o r  t h e s e  b i l l s  a m o n g  t h e  v e r y  b e s t  I  e v e r  c a s t .

T h e  c e n t e r p i e c e  o f  t h e  e f f o r t  t o  k e e p  s e n i o r  A l a s k a n s  i n  A l a s k a  w a s ,  a n d  r e m a i n s ,  t h e  
L o n g e v i t y  B o n u s  P r o g r a m .  S t r a n g e  a s  i t  m a y  s e e m  t o  s o m e ,  f o r  m a n y  o l d  t i m e r s  a  
m o d e s t  b o n u s  c h e c k  e a c h  m o n t h  m a k e s  a l l  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e .  I t  m a k e s  s t a y i n g  h e r e  
p o s s i b l e .  I n  d i g n i t y .  N o  " p a u p e r ' s  o a t h "  r e q u i r e d .

T r u e ,  t h e  $ 2 . 4  b i l l i o n  a n n u a l  e c o n o m i c  b e n e f i t  t h a t  t h e  M c D o w e l l  G r o u p  i d e n t i f i e d  h a s  
a l r e a d y  d i m i n i s h e d  t h r o u g h  t h e  e f f e c t s  o f  a  p h a s e - o u t  t h a t  b e g a n  i n  1 9 9 4 .  B u t ,  i f  w e  
l e t  t h e  l a w  r u n  i t s  c o u r s e ,  t h e  b o n u s  c a n  a n d  w i l l  c o n t i n u e  p u m p i n g  s i g n i f i c a n t  b i l l i o n s  
i n t o  e c o n o m y .

E v e n  m o r e  i m p o r t a n t ,  r e t a i n i n g  t h e  L o n g e v i t y  B o n u s  w i l l  a l l o w  t h o u s a n d s  o f  A l a s k a  
o l d  t i m e r s  t o  c o n t i n u e  t o  l i v e  a n d  d i e  i n  t h e  G r e a t  L a n d  t h e y  l o v e  a n d  s e r v e .  H o w ,  i n  
c o n s c i e n c e ,  c a n  l e g i s l a t o r s  v o t e  t o  d o  l e s s ?

M ik e  M i l le r ,  a n  A la s k a n  s i n c e  J u n e  2 2 ,  1 9 5 4 ,  r e p r e s e n t e d  J u n e a u  in  t h e  A la s k a  H o u s e  
o f  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  f r o m  1 9 7 1  t o  1 9 8 7 .

Juneau Empire Opinion ■2- May 12,2003



[Fwd: HB 518 and SB 352]

Sub ject: [Fwd: H B  518 and SB  352]
Date: Sun, 07 Mar 2004 18:54:47 -0900

F rom : Bruce Weyhrauch <Representative_Bruce_Weyhrauch@Legis.state.ak.us> 
Organ ization : Alaska State Legislature

T o : Ginny Austerman <Ginny_Austerman@legis.state.ak.us>

for my bill file only

Sub jec t: H B  518 and SB  352
Date: Mon, 23 Feb 2004 16:25:36 -0900 

F rom : Susan George <Susan_George@fishgame.state.ak.us>
T o : Representative_Bruce_Weyhrauch@legis.state.ak.us

Please table HB518 and SB352. As a single parent, I value my job and need 
the insurance that my job is secure. Thank you for your time.

Susan George
Juneau HQ, Finance, License Acctng Supervisor 
(V) 907-465-6064, (F) 907-465-2440
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A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e

Please enter into the record m y testim on y to  the H O U S E  S T A T E  A F F A IR S

Normally I would say that I am fiscally conservative however as with anything there are some 
exceptions and I would definitely say my opinion on the Longevity bonus for the senior is exceptional.
I support appropriating $44,800,000 to reinstate the Longevity bonus.

T aking aw ay the bon us from  the sen io r’s w as not very n ice . A n y o n e  w h o  voted  to take 
this aw ay from  the sen iors shou ld  be asham ed! M any sen iors have a lim ited  fix ed  in com e and  
have co m e to rely on  their lo n g ev ity  check . W e need  to  g iv e  the lo n g e v ity  back  to the seniors!

Sure we need to cut our state’s budget and stop deficit spending, however there 
are a lot of other areas that should have been chosen before taking away the longevity. 
We should have cut some administrative jobs in our state government, or reduced the 
overtime hours of state employees. We could have cut some departments, like DFYS.

Please amend HB 352 to take affect immediately rather than waiting until July 1, 
2004. We have seniors who need that money right now! I know some seniors are in a 
financial crisis because they can’t pay all of their expenses, like their house payments, 
utilities, medical bills, and some are making choices of whether they should buy food or 
life saving medication for health problems such as diabetes or heart medication.

VOTE YES ON HB 352. VOTE YES ON HB 352. VOTE YES ON HB 352.

Signed: L A U R IE  C H U R C H IL L
Testifier

SELF____________________________
Representing (optional)

P.O. BOX 7043 NIKISKI, AK 99635

Address

907-776-3499

committee name

C om m ittee on HB 3 5 2 D ate, J A N U A R Y  2 2 , 2 0 0 4
bill # / subject

Phone number
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Senior Center

I 1424 Moore St. * Fairbonki, AK 99701 
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I i
esentative David.Guttenberg 
113, 3rd Floor, State Capitol 
iu,AK 99811

? Representative Guttenberg:

1 • « 

Martjh 11, 2003

: of the jj’orth Star Council on Aging (NSCoA), Senior Center arid tlie many senior 
1 Wc serv<, I am writing this letter in strong protest of Governor Murkowald's proposed 

eliruinatic J pf tjie Human Services Community Matching Gr^nt (HSCMG) program 
sterw by |  j^jCjqpartment of Health and Social Services. As a result of this budget cut, 
k will lose a teritgpl piece of funding that supports the Meals oh Wpeejs program for 

lanfaaanion; ? !i.

idn’Wibifll 
. Jea hat nutr Hot 
umderlyshut in.

(gram is a vital community service for elderly,p< opie. This service not only 
‘ to feed the body, but a caring delivery perso a who nourishes the soul 

jjpSg .WMtweny snuwn. some seniors, especially those who live outsid< the city limits, the Meals 
l! Hnfmieplfl driver nay be the only human contact a person will have all d ay.

t i i . L ' i  „  ’ J i I0#h Stpf Qr uncfl.on Aging provides the Meals on Wheels service f >r iso homebound persons 
Fairb^nka'j^a pargeting at-risk elders who are frail, disabled and/ or financially in need. Of 

' 94% suffer from crippling arthritis, heart disease, Pari ini on’s disease or 
ris, at poverty level earning less than $1,000 monthly, *nd 63% are categorized as
caHy njroafred and financially in need. Meals on Wheels enha toe} the quality of life by 
healthy.food .and social contact for these individuals.

.. Il’s Meals orj Wheela program is cost-effective. NSCoA's Meals on iVl eels.program provides 
n ijn ioiial support to at-risk elderly individuals helping them to stay he; Itl y add remain 

pendent in their own homes, where they most want to be, as oppose 11< 1 be big placed in a 
j  facility foi illnesses and injuries preventable through proper nut dti in. Home-delivered 

1 provide a vtery coat-effective community service that may forestall me re expensive long-term 
s; '$10.34 per meal as compared to $350 per day at a nursing facility. .» S

; th8 Nor h  Star Council on Aging delivered 40,425 hot meals t< 14 J hqmebound persons, 
!9d 36,400 n lies delivering meab, and used our $50,000 HSCMG | raht to leverage almost 
Qoo in outs de funds
ly persons on a limited income may suffer physical and mental har< sh|p that can become life 
tening if thej1 live on the edge of hunger, having limited access to niftripioue food. The senior 

ujatipn is grov ring in Fairbanks, despite funding cutbacks. The number,of elderly persons in 
dp{ the home- delivered meal service will undoubtedly grow. Lto 8b ?port the reinstatement of the Human-Services Cdmm mi y  h

H? CMG. program provides funding to safety net agencies 
Ol r community in a cost effective and efficient manner.

I Ixecutive Director

th t re ich out to those
atching grant

i *(6

.8 : > '
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Senator Gary Wilkcn
Senate Bill 117

KENNBTIID. BREWER 
1701 TAMARACK STREET 

FAIRBANKS ALASKA 99709

( 9 0 1 ' )  4 £ Z - 2 ? i <i
March 25, 2003

It sometimes amazes me as to how fast people forget about our pioneers. Just to 
let you know, I do not receive the Longevity Bonus, I am only sixty-four years old and 
have lived in Fairbanks since nineteen sixty nine and therefore do no qualify.

My only concern is the pioneers that are on a fixed budget. The bonus acts as a 
supplement to their Social Security Benclils and lo help pay for their Medicare 
prescriptions. Depriving them o f a supplement as small as $250.00 means a lot to them 
and please do not kid yourself, there arc a lot of them out there.

I checked my social security benefits, factored in my living cost, placed myself on 
a fixed budget and decided to sec if t could live in Alaska after I retired. My budget 
didn’t last one month when my vehicles broke down costing me seven hundred dollars to 
repair. There went that budget.

The point is simple; not everyone has a nice retirement. The best retirements 
have been given lo the people in the school systems, government workers and union 
workers.

I feci that our pioneers should be rewarded and encouraged lo stay in Alaska for 
the sake o f Alaska. T mysclfwill probably have to move to a warmer climate. In the 
mean time I will tell you like I told Joe Hayes, don’t mess with the permanent fund 
dividend unless you’re looking for another job. I will say the same thing to you when 
yon start luking things uway from the pioneers. The thing that you want to remember 
is..., can you alford lo give up votes. My family votes every time and my front yatd 
becomes a billboard on how we feel.

I have one suggestion: If you wish lo save dollars, reduce government, 1 
understand that the State o f Alaska is some thirty thousand strong and still growing.
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Richard and Joan O ’Leary 
P. O . Box 75313 

Fairbanks, A K  99707

March 9, 2003

Dear Governor and Legislature:

Re: Budget Cut of Longevity Bonus

Please think again about culling the longevity bonus nd look for olher ways.

I am writing on behalf o f my husband, one of the 18,000 elderly people you plan to cut 
from your budget by eliminating the longevity bonus. It was just a few years ago ihe slaic 
wanted to keep elderly people in the state when they retired. The slate is no longer taking 
any applications but you feel inclined to cut this program. Of 600,000 residents you pick 
on 18,000, it just does not make any sense. What are the ages of these 18,000? I’m sure a 
lot of them will be passing on soon anyway, so why do this? My husband uses half this 
money for his medications and for household money. This will put a big burden on us by 
eliminating this money. All this money is spent locally loo.

Yet, you can spend dollars (many dollars) with the moose, wolves, bears, helicopter time, 
and so forth. I would think a lot more of the legislators and the Governor if they think of 
these elderly people and what the bonus means to them instead of relocating wolves and 
bears. I love animals more than anyone else, but I love people first. I am sure I could 
point out a few more examples if you wish.

My husband and I never miss voting, so wc will be extra careful about our voting in the 
next election. First cutting longevity bonus, education, Permanent Fund, and then giving 
us taxes. "No big deal to live in Alaska or stay here.”

Thank you for your consideration of this request.

Sincerely yours, *

Joan O’Leary f t *

Post-It* Fax Note 7671 0aUs 3  /ii lo-^ l»9W^ (
r o l / o T ,  D  £ L E G 4 7 .» f> From iC tfx u o
CoVDept. Co.

Phono U Piiona n
Fox t Fbx 11



P .  0 .  B o x  9 1 1 1 2  
A n c h . ,  A l a s k a  9 9 !  1 0 9 -1 1 1 2  
9 0 7  5 6 2  4 9 6 8  
J u l y  1 4  2 0 0 3

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  D a v i d  G u t t e n b e r g
S t a t e  C a p i t o l
J u n e a u  A k .  9 9 8 0 1 - 1 1 8 2

D e a r  R e p .  M a x  G u t t e n b e r g

W i t h  t h e  G o v e r n o r  c u t t i n g  m y  i n c o m e  b y  $ 2 5 0 . 0 0 . 1 w i l l  b e c o m e  v e r y  a c t i v e  i n  h e l p i n g  t o  c u t  t h e  
s a l a r i e s  o f  a l l  l e g i s l a t o r s .  V o t e s  o f  s e n i o r s  a n d  t h e i r  e x t e n d e d  f a m i l i e s  w i l l  h e l p  d o  t h i s .  W e  w a n t  
t h e  s e s s i o n  m o v e d  o u t  o f  J u n e a u  a n d  s h o r t e n e d  . t h i s  w i l l  t a k e  p a y  f r o m  p e r  d i e m  a n d  e x c e s s i v e  
t r a v e l  e x p e n s e s .  T h e  G o v e r n o r  a u t h o r i z e d  b i l l i o n s  f o r  l o b b y i s t  f o r  o i l  a n d  r o a d  c o m p a n i e s  
m e a n w h i l e  e l i m i n a t i n g  m o n e y  f o r  t h o s e  o v e r  7 6  y e a r s  o f  a g e .  H e  d i d  n o t  c u t  l e g i s l a t o r s  t h e y  
r e c e i v e  a l m o s t  t h a t  m u c h  a  d a y .  L e g i s l a t o r s  e a t  n o  m a t t e r  w h e r e  t h e y  a r e  s o  w h y  p e r  d i e m  f o r  
m e a l s  w h i l e  t h e y  a r e  i n  J u n e a u ?  T h e  G o v e r n o r  s h o u l d  h a v e  c u t  t h e  p o r k  o u t  o f  J u n e a u  a n d  
g o v e r n m e n t  e m p l o y e e s  f i r s t ,  n o t  j u s t  s e n i o r s  o v e r  7 6  y e a r s  o f  a g e  w h o  a r e  d y i n g  f a s t  f r o m  a g e  
a n y w a y .  I t  s a y s  1 2 , 0 0 0  o v e r  7 6  w i l l  g e t  t h e  $ 1 2 0  f o r  a  y e a r  m o r e .  T h a t  l e a v e s  5 , 0 0 0  s e n i o r s  w h o  
h a v e  i n c o m e s ,  t o  c o n t r i b u t e  t o  t h e  s t a t e s  e c o n o m y  w i t h  t h e i r  p e n s i o n s  a n d  S o c .  S e c . ,

I  r e g i s t e r  s o  I  c a n  v o t e  f o r  t h e  p e r s o n  I  l i k e .  I  d o  n o t  c a r e  f o r  T o n y  K n o w l e s ,  b u t  a g a i n s t  
M u r k o w s k i  I  w o u l d  v o t e  h i m  f o r  S e n a t o r .  I  a m  g o i n g  t o  d o  v o l u n t e e r  f o r  t h o s e  w h o  a r e  g e t t i n g  
t h e  p e t i t i o n s  t o  m o v e  t h e  s h o r t e n e d  s e s s i o n  u p  h e r e  a n d  o u t  o f  i n a c c e s s i b l e  J u n e a u ,  G o v .  
M u r k o w s k i ' s  l e t t e r  w r i t e r ,  i s  S T U P I D ,  t h a t  l e t t e r  t h o r o u g h l y  i r r i t a t e d  m a n y  o f  u s .  T h e  w r i t e r  s a i d  i t  
m a d e  t w o  d i s t i n c t i o n s .  T h i n k  o f  h o w  r o o m s  a r e  a s s i g n e d  i n  J u n e a u .  H e  i s  m a k i n g  m o r e  
d i s t o r t i o n s .  P e o p l e  o v e r  7 6  w h o  e a r n e d  a n  i n c o m e ,  a r e  n o w  n o  l o n g e r  e l i g i b l e  f o r  t h e  l o n g e v i t y .  
M a n y  w h o  l i v e d  i n  t h e  b u s h  d i d  n o t  e a r n  p e n s i o n s ,  m o s t  a r e  t h e  1 2 , 0 0 0 . T h e y  w i l l  a l s o  v o t e .

I  a m  S 3  y e a r s  o l d .  I  w o r k e d  b u t  n o t  f o r  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t .  I n  1 9 8 5 1 s t a r t e d  g e t t i n g  t h e  l o n g e v i t y .  
B e c a u s e  t h a t  m e a n t  $ 6 , 0 0 0 . 0 0  a  y e a r  w e  d e c i d e d  t o  s t a y  a n d  s p e n d  o u r  S o c .  S e c .  a n d  p e n s i o n s  
h e r e  i n  A n c h o r a g e ,  G y d e  i s  d e a d ,  s o  n o w  o n l y  m y  p e n s i o n  a n d  S o c .  S e c .  a r e  w h a t  I  h a v e .  I  a m  
s t i l l  c o n t r i b u t i n g  t o  A l a s k a ' s  e c o n o m y .  M a n y  f r i e n d s  t o o k  t h e i r  p e n s i o n s  a n d  l e f t  t h e  s t a t e  w h e n  
t h e  l o n g e v i t y  e n d e d ,  a  h u g e  l o s s  o f  r e v e n u e  f o r  t h e  s t a t e .  $ 6 0 0 0 . 0 0  a  y e a r  l o n g e v i t y  i s  a  1 0 %  
l o s s  i f  t h e  c o m b i n e d  p e n s i o n s  a r e  $ 6 0 , 0 0 0  i f  n o t  l i k e  m i n e  t h e  $ 3 , 0 0 0  i s  a  b i g g e r  p e r c e n t a g e .

M e d i c a r e  i s  d e d u c t e d  f r o m  m y  S o c  S e c .  I  a l s o  p a y  A A R P  $ 1 6 5  a  m o n t h ,  w i t h  a  d e d u c t i b l e  r a i s e d  
n o w  t o  $ 2 5 0 . 0 0  f o r  p r e s c r i p t i o n s ,  O u r  s o n  b e i n g  a  V E T E R A N ,  r e c e i v e d  i n a d e q u a t e  c a r e  i n  1 9 9 6  
f r o m  P r o v i d e n c e .  H i s  c a r e  w a s  j u s t  b a r e l y  w h a t  t h e y  f e l t  w a s  n e c e s s a r y .  T h e y  w a n t e d  h i m  d e a d .  I  
s a w  a  t u b e  r a m m e d  d o w n  h i s  t h r o a t  b y  n u r s e  B e n  J a c k s o n ,  O u r  s o n  h a d  p u l l e d  i t  o u t  I  r e q u e s t e d  
B e n  b e  r e m o v e d  b u t  t h e r e  c o n t i n u e d  h i s  i n a d e q u a t e  c a r e  s o  o u r  s o n  d i e d ,  I  s p e n t  f r o m  8  u n t i l  4  
w i t h  h i m ,  B e n  w a n t e d  o u r  s o n ' s  s k i n  f o r  b u r n  v i c t i m s .  T h e  G o v e r n o r  a n d  l e g i s l a t o r s  r e c e i v e d  
e x c e l l e n t  c a r e ,  w h e n  t h e y  h a d  s i m i l a r  s t r o k e s  s o  l i v e d .  T h e i r  m e d i c a l  i s  c o v e r e d .

I  p a y  r e t i r e d  d u e s  a t  t h e  c u l i n a r y  u n i o n .  I  c a n  v o i c e  m y  o p i n i o n s  a n d  v o t e  o n  p o l i c i e s .  I  a m  a  
l i f e t i m e  m e m b e r  a t  t h e  S e n i o r  C e n t e r .  I  s h o u l d  b e  h a p p y  t h a t  I  a m  n o w  M O T I V A T E D  t o  v o l u n t e e r  
t o  m a k i n g  l e g i s l a t o r s  a c c o u n t a b l e ,  m o v i n g  t h e m  o u t  o f  J u n e a u  a n d  c u t t i n g  t h e  s e s s i o n .  M a n y  o f  
u s  a t  t h e  S e n i o r  C e n t e r  w i l l  f e e l  t h e  c u t .  T h e  G o v .  e v i d e n t l y  d o e s  n o t  r e a l i z e  t h o s e  o v e r  8 0 ,  a  1 5  
y e a r  d i f f e r e n c e ,  m e a n s  w e  a l s o  a r e  W W 1 1  v e t e r a n s  o r  s p o u s e s  a s  w e l l  a s  A l a s k a n s .  W a t c h i n g  
s e s s i o n s  o n  T V ,  o f t e n  t h e  l e g i s l a t o r s  c o u l d n ' t  g e t  b a c k  t o  J u n e a u ,  b i l l s  c o u l d n ' t  b e .  p a s s e d .  I t  
w o u l d  b e  i n t e r e s t i n g  t o  h a v e  p u b l i s h e d  t h e  a c t u a l  h o u r s  d a y s  e a c h  l e g i s l a t o r  s p e n t  i n  t h e  

s e s s i o n s .  M a n y  w h o  c a m p a i g n  l e s s  w h e n  t h e  s e s s i o n  i s  m o v e d  f r o m  J u n e a u .


