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(907) 465-3744 
FAX (907)465-2273

S t a t e  A e e a i r s  C o m m i t t e e
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A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  }  u ^ r

F a x

To: Legislative I ,cgal From: Ginny Austerman

Fax: 2029 Date: April 24,2003

Phone :2450 Pages: one

lie: CS HB 174 CC:

□  Urgent □  For Review □  Please Comment □  Please Reply

•Comments:

Today the House State Affairs Committee heard CS HB 174 and passed it 
from the Committee with no further amendments.

Please complete CS HB 174 in final form as soon as possible.

Thank you
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CS FOR HOUSE BILL NO. 174(STA)

IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA

TWENTY-THIRD LEGISLATURE - FIRST SESSION 

BY TIIE HOUSE STATE AFFAIRS COMMITTEE

Offered:
Referred:

Sponsor(s): HOUSE RULES COMMITTEE BY REQUEST OF THE GOVERNOR

A BILL

FOR AN ACT ENTITLED 

"An Act relating to the state centralized correspondence study program, to funding for 

educational programs that occur primarily outside school facilities, and to the duties of 

school boards of borough and city school districts and regional educational attendance 

areas; and providing for an effective date."

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

Section 1. The uncodified law of the State of Alaska is amended by adding a new section 

to read:

PURPOSE. It is the purpose of this Act to provide a one-year transition period in 

which the functions performed by the Alyeska Central School can be assumed by another 

educational organization, such as a charter school or a school district of the state.

* Sec. 2. AS 14.07.020(a)(9) is amended to read:

(9) exercise general supervision over [PROVIDE ACCREDITED] 

elementary and secondary correspondence study programs offered bv municipal 

school districts or regional educational attendance areas; the department may
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New Text Underlined (DELETED TEXT BRACKETED]



1
2

3

4

5

6
7

8
9

10
11
12
13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20
21
22
23

24

25

26

27

28

29

30

31

also offer and make available to any Alaskan through a centralized office a [OF] 

correspondence study urogram;

* Sec. 3. AS 14.14.090(2) is amended to read:

(2) provide for, during the school term of each year, an educational 

program for each school age child who is enrolled in or a resident of the district;

* Sec. 4. AS 14.14.120(c) is amended to read:

(c) An inoperative school board shall, if practicable, pay the tuition and 

boarding costs necessary to enable the school age children within the district to attend 

school in another district. If a child in an inoperative school district is not attending 

school in another district, the department shall provide information on 

correspondence courses and other materials and charge the school board of the 

inoperative district an amount equal to the actual cost to the department.

* Sec. 5. AS 14.17.430 is amended to read:

Sec. 14.17.430. State funding for correspondence study and similar 

programs. Except as provided in AS 14.17.400(b), funding for the state centralized 

correspondence study program or a district correspondence program, including a 

district that offers a statewide correspondence study program, or a study program  

that occurs primarily outside a school facility, includes an allocation from the 

public school account in an amount calculated by multiplying the ADM of the 

correspondence or study program by 80 percent.

* Sec. 6. AS 14.17.600(a) is amended to read:

(a) Within two weeks after the end of the 20-school-day period ending the 

fourth Friday in October, each district shall transmit a report to the department that, 

under regulations adopted by the department, reports its ADM for that counting period 

and other student count information that will aid the department in making a 

determination of its state aid under the public school funding program. For centralized 

correspondence study, the October report shall be based on the period from July 1 

through the fourth Friday in October [, EXCEPT THAT SUMMER SCHOOL 

STUDENTS SHALL BE COUNTED AS A PROPORTIONATE FRACTION AS 

DETERMINED BY THE DEPARTMENT]. The department may make necessary 

corrections in the report submitted and shall notify the district of changes made. The
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commissioner shall notify the governor of additional appropriations the commissioner 

estimates to be necessary to fully finance the public school funding program for the 

current fiscal year.

* Sec. 7. AS 39.25.160(e)(7) is amended to read:

(7) certificated teachers employed [BY THE DEPARTMENT OF 

EDUCATION AND EARLY DEVELOPMENT] as correspondence teachers, teachers 

in skill centers operated by the Department of Education and Early Development, or 

teachers at Mt. Edgecumbe School;

* Sec. 8. Sections 5 and 6 of this Act take effect July 1, 2003.

Sec. 9. Except as provided in sec. 8 of this Act, this Act takes effect July 1, 2004.
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Representative Bruce W eyhrauch
Aiaska

STATI: CAI’ITOI. 
Junhaii, Aiaska 

99801-1182

(907) 465-3744 
FAX (907)465-2273

State Affairs Committee

lo: Legislative Legal -  Mike Ford From: Ginny Austennan

Pax: 2029 Date: April 18,2003

Phone :2450 Pages: one

Re: FICS HB 174 CC:

□  Urgent □  For Review □  Please Comment □  Please Reply

•Comments:

Regarding CS HB 174 (23-GH1126\D):

Page 2 Sec 5 -  This section needs an effective date of July 1, 2003. 

Page 2 Sec 6 -  This section needs an effective date of July 1, 2003.

F a x

T h a n k  y o u ,
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CS FOR HOUSE BILL NO. 174(STA)

IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA

TWENTY-THIRD LEGISLATURE - FIRST SESSION

BY THE HOUSE STATE AFFAIRS COMMITTEE

Offered:
Referred:

Sponsor(s): HOUSE RULES COMMITTEE BY REQUEST OF THE GOVERNOR

A BILL 

FOR AN ACT ENTITLED  

"An Act relating to the state centralized correspondence study program, to funding for 

educational programs that occur primarily outside school facilities, and to the duties of 

school boards o f borough and city school districts and regional educational attendance 

areas; and providing for an effective date."

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

* Section 1. The uncodified law of the State of Alaska is amended by adding a new section 

to read:

PURPOSE. It is the purpose of this Act to provide a one-year transition period in 

which the functions performed by the Alyeska Central School can be assumed by another 

educational organization, such as a charter school or a school district of the state.

* Sec. 2. AS 14.07.020(a)(9) is amended to read:

(9) exercise general supervision over [PROVIDE ACCREDITED] 

elementary and secondary correspondence study programs offered bv municipal 

school districts or regional educational attendance areas: the department mav
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also offer and make available to any Alaskan through a centralized office a [OF]

correspondence study program;

*Sec. 3. AS 14.14.090(2) is amended to read;

(2) provide for, during the school term of each year, an educational 

program for each school age child who is enrolled in or a resident of the district;

* Sec. 4. AS 14.14.120(c) is amended to read:

(c) An inoperative school board shall, if practicable, pay the tuition and 

boarding costs necessary to enable the school age children within the district to attend 

school in another district. If a child in an inoperative school district is not attending 

school in another district, the department shall provide information on

correspondence courses and other materials and charge the school board of the 

inoperative district an amount equal to the actual cost to the department.

* Sec. 5. AS 14.17.430 is amended to read:

Sec. 14.17.430. State funding for correspondence study and similar

programs. Except as provided in AS 14.17.400(b), funding for the state centralized

J  correspondence study program or a district correspondence program, including a
V )y
,'v district that offers a statewide correspondence study program, or a study program

An 'y
\\  'yii that occurs primarily outside a school facility, includes an allocation from the 

/jo public school account in an amount calculated by multiplying the ADM of the

^1 correspondence or study program by 80 percent.

* Sec. 6. AS 14.17.600(a) is amended to read:

(a) Within two weeks after the end of the 20-school-day period ending the

v fourth Friday in October, each district shall transmit a report to the department that,

fit ■)) under regulations adopted by the department, reports its ADM for that counting period
A.o ¥

\ \  'A and other student count information that will aid the department in making a
v lFy J .j, determination of its state aid under the public school funding program. For centralized 

correspondence study, the October report shall be based on the period from July 1 

through the fourth Friday in October (, EXCEPT THAT SUMMER SCHOOL 

STUDENTS SHALL BE COUNTED AS A PROPORTIONATE FRACTION AS 

DETERMINED BY THE DEPARTMENT]. The department may make necessary 

corrections in the report submitted and shall notify the district of changes made. The
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commissioner shall notify the governor of additional appropriations the commissioner 

estimates to be necessary to fully finance the public school funding program for the 

current fiscal year.

* Sec. 7. AS 39.25.160(e)(7) is amended to read:

(7) certificated teachers employed [BY THE DEPARTMENT OF 

EDUCATION AND EARLY DEVELOPMENT] as correspondence teachers, teachers 

in skill centers operated by the Department of Education and Early Development, or 

teachers at Mt. Edgecumbe School;

* Sec. 8. This Act takes effect July 1, 2004.
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A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e

Representative Biuice W eyhrauch

Sta te  Affairs C om m ittee

j. ^
Lf/ /( /& .$

~Co

Aiaska 
Stait: Capitoi. 

Juneau, Alaska 
9980I-I1S2

(907) 465-374+ 
PAX (907)465-2273

To: Legislative Jxgal From: Ginny Austennan

Fax: 2029 Date: April 11,2003

Phone :2450 Pages: Two inc. cover

Re: Committee Substitute for HB 174 CC:

□  Urgent □  For Review □  Please Comment □  Please Reply

•Comments:

Representative Weyhrauch would like a CS (STA) prepared for HB 174 
(23-GH1126/A).

See the following page for am endm ent information.



Page 1, line 9 -  after the word “may” add “also”

Page 1, line 10 -  delete the word “not” and reinstate the  
words “available to any Alaskan through”

Page 2, line 11 -  reinstate the word “centralized”

Page 2, line 14 -  reinstate the word “centralized”

Page 2, line 21 -  reinstate the word “centralized”

Page 2, lines 25 & 26 -  reinstate the words “the State 
Centralized Correspondence Study Program or”

Page 3, lines 5 -  10 -  reinstate the words “for centralized  
correspondence study, the October report shall be based on 
the period from July 1 through the fourth Friday in October,” 
delete “except that summer school students shall be 
counted as a proportionate fraction as determined by the 
Department.”

Page 3, lines 19 -  23 -  reinstate the words “in those school 
districts providing an approved correspondence study 
program, a student may be enrolled either in the district 
correspondence program or in the centralized  
correspondence study program;”

Page 3, lines 26 -  27 -  reinstate “, and the state centralized  
correspondence study program;”

Page 3, lines 29 -  31 -  reinstate “teachers employed by the 
Department of Education and Early Development as 
correspondence teachers,”

Page 4, line 3 -  reinstate the words “teachers employed”

Page 4, line 4  -  reinstate the words “as correspondence 
teachers,”

C h a n g e s  to  th e  c u r r e n t  v e r s io n  o f  th e  b i ll a r e  a s  f o l lo w s :



Page 4, line 7 - (conceptual amendment) “Add a transition 
year to seek sponsorship by another educational 
organization such as a charter school or school district.”

Change effective date to July 1, 2004



F I S C A L  N O T E

2003 LEGISLATIVE SESSION Bill Version: CS HB 174(ST/M
() Publish Date:

STATE OF ALASKA Fiscal Note Number: ________________

Revision DateHlme (Note if correction):_________________ Dept. Affected: Education & Early Development
Title An Act relating to the state centralized_________ BRU  Alyeska Central School
correspondence study program and the duties of schools... Component  Alyeska Central School
Sponsor House Rules Committee___________________
Requester Governor______________________________ Component No. 2106

Expenditures/Revenues_____________________________ (Thousands of Dollars)__________________
Note: Amounts do not include inflation unless otherwise noted below.
OPERATING EXPENDITURES FY 2004 FY 2005 FY 2006 FY 2007 FY 2008 FY 2009
Personal Services 
Travel 
Contractual 
Supplies 
Equipment 
Land & Structures 
Grants & Claims 
Miscellaneous

2,809.3 (2.809.3)
55.0 (55.0)

538.3 (538.3)
918.4 (918.4)

18.0 (18.0)
0.0
0.0
0.0

TOTAL OPERATING 4,339.0 (4,339.0) 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

I CAPITAL EXPENDITURES'

CHANGE IN REVENUES ( ) |
FUND SOURCE_________________   (Thousands of Dollars)
1002 Federal Receipts
1003 GF Match
1004 GF
1007 Inter Agency/Program Receipts
1156 Receipt services
Other (Specify Type-Do not abbreviate)

3,839.0 (3,839.0)
500.0 (500.0)

TOTAL 4,339.0 (4,339.0) 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

Estimate of any current year (FY2003) cost: 0.0
Mark this box (X) If funding for this bill Is Included In the Governor's FY 7.004 budget proposal:

POSITIONS
Full-time
Part-time
Temporary

21 -21
26 -26

1 -1

ANALYSIS: (A t t a c h  a  s e p a r a t e  p a g e  if n e c e s s a r y )
CS HB174(STA) will eliminate Alyeska Central School the statewide correspondence program operated by 
the state beginning with the 2004*2005 school year. This bill will repeal sum m er school funding for Alyeska 
Central School beginning with the 2003 -2004 school year.

Prepared by: Eddy Jeans. School Finance Manager_________________________ Phone 465-8679
Division Education and Early Development_______________________  Date/Time 4/23/03 4:47 PM
Approved by: _______________________________________________________________  Date 4/23/2003_______
Agency Education and Early Development______________________________

(Rovuod 9/2002 OMB) Page 1 of 1_
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CS FOR HOUSE BILL NO. 174(STA)

IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA

TWENTY-THIRD LEGISLATURE - FIRST SESSION

BY THE HOUSE STATE AFFAIRS COMMITTEE

Offered;
Referred;

Sponsor̂ }: HOUSE RULES COMMITTEE BY REQUEST OF THE GOVERNOR

A BILL 

FOR AN ACT ENTITLED 

"An Act relating to the state centralized correspondence study program, to funding for 

educational programs that occur primarily outside school facilities, and to the duties of 

school hoards of borough and city school districts and regional educational attendance 

areas; and providing for an effective date."

BE IT  ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

* Section 1. The uncodified law of the State of Alaska is amended by adding a new section 

to read:

PURPOSE. It is the purpose of this Act to provide a one-year transition period in 

which the functions performed by the Alyeska Central School can be assumed by another 

educational organization, such as a charter school or a school district of the state.

* Sec. 2. AS 14.07.020(a)(9) is amended to read:

(9) exercise general supervision over [PROVIDE ACCREDITED] 

elementary and secondary correspondence study programs offered bv municipal 

school districts or regional educational attendance areas; the department may

-1-
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and make available to any Alaskan through a centralized office a [OF] 

iifespondence study program;

!,i Sec. 3. AS 14.14.090(2) is amended to read:

(2) provide for, during the school term of each year, an educational 

program for each school age child who is enrolled in or a resident of the district;

* Sec. 4. AS 14.14.120(c) is amended to read:

(c) An inoperative school board shall, if practicable, pay the tuition and 

boarding costs necessary to enable the school age cliildren within the district to attend 

school in another district. If a child in an inoperative school district is not attending 

school in another district, the department shall provide information on 

correspondence courses and other materials and charge the school board of the 

inoperative district an amount equal to the actual cost to the department.

* Sec. 5. AS 14.17.430 is amended to read:

Sec. 14.17.430. State funding for correspondence study and similar 

programs. Except as provided in AS 14.17.400(b), funding for the slate centralized 

\ [ y  correspondence study program or a district correspondence program, including a 

district that offers a statewide cor^spondence study program, or a study program 

that occurs primarily outside a school facility, includes an allocation from the 

public school account in an amount calculated by multiplying the ADM of the 

correspondence or study program by 80 percent.

* Sec. 6. AS 14.17.600(a) is amended to read:

(a) Within two weeks after the end of the 20-school-day period ending the 

fourth Friday in October, each district shall transmit a report to the department that, 

under regulations adopted by the department, reports its ADM for that counting period 

and other student count information that will aid the department in making a 

determination of its state aid under the public school funding program. For ccntralizery 

correspondence study, Lhe October report shall be based on the period from July l \  

through the fourth Friday in October [, EXCEPT THAT SUMMER SCHOOL 

STUDENTS SHALL BE COUNTED AS A PROPORTIONATE FRACTION AS 

DETERMINED BY THE DEPARTMENT]. The department may make necessary 

corrections in the report submitted and shall notify the district of changes made. The

CSHP, 174(STA) -2-
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commissioner shall notify the governor of additional appropriations the commissioner 

estimates to be necessary to fully finance the public school funding program for the 

current fiscal y e a r ,- ,

* Sec. 7. AS 39 .25@ & (7) is amended to read: ■ q \ s

(7) certificated teachers employed [FY THE DEPARTMENT OF

EDUCATION AND EARLY DEVELOPMENT'] as correspondence tcachers^eachers 

in skill centers operated by the Department of Education and Early Development, or 

teachers at Mt. Edgecumbe School;

:i' Sec. 8 . This Act takes effect July 1, 2004.

-3-
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CSIiB 174(STA)



d i i i  i  e x i  l o r  n o  i  -  z ; > r u  L e g i s l a t u r e rage i 01 z

Bill Text H

BILL ID: HB 174

00 HOUSE BILL NO. 174
01 "An Act r e l a t i n g  t o  th e  s t a t e  c e n t r a l i z e d  co r re sp o n d en ce  s tu d y  program, t o  fu n d in
02 e d u c a t io n a l  program s t h a t  o c c u r  p r i m a r i l y  o u t s id e  sch o o l f a c i l i t i e s ,  and to  th e  d
03 sch o o l  b o a rd s  o f  borough and c i t y  sch o o l d i s t r i c t s  and r e g io n a l  e d u c a t io n a l  a t t e n
04 a r e a s ;  and p ro v id in g  f o r  an e f f e c t i v e  d a t e . "
05 BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:
06 * S e c t io n  1 .  AS 1 4 .0 7 .0 2 0 (a )  (9) i s  amended to  re a d :
07 (9) e x e r c i s e  g e n e r a l  s u p e rv i s i o n o v e r  [PROVIDE ACCREDITED]
08 e le m e n ta ry  and seco n d a ry  c o rre sp o n d en ce  s tu d y  program s o f f e r e d  by m u n ic ip a l
09 s c h o o l  d i s t r i c t s  o r  r e g io n a l  e d u c a t io n a l  a t t e n d a n c e  a r e a s ; t h e d e p a r t m e n t  m
10 n o t  o f f e r  [AVAILABLE TO ANY ALASKAN THROUGH] a c e n t r a l i z e d  [OFFICE
11 OF] co rresp o n d en ce  s tu d y  p r o gram;
12 * Sec. 2 . AS 1 4 .1 4 .0 9 0 (2 )  i s  amended to  r e a d :
13 (2) p ro v id e  f o r ,  d u r in g  th e  sch o o l  te rm  o f  each  y e a r ,  an e d u c a t i
14 program  f o r  each  sch o o l age c h i l d  who i s  enr o l l e d  i n  o r  a r e s i d e n t  o f  th e  d
01 * S ec . 3 . AS 1 4 .1 4 .1 2 0 (c )  i s  amended t o  r e a d :
02 (c) An i n o p e r a t i v e  s c h o o l  b o a rd  s h a l l ,  i f  p r a c t i c a b l e ,  pay  th e  t u i t i o
03 b o a rd in g  c o s t s  n e c e s s a r y  t o  e n a b le  th e  sch o o l age c h i l d r e n  w i th in  th e  d i s t r
04 sch o o l i n  a n o th e r  d i s t r i c t .  I f  a c h i l d  i n  an i n o p e r a t i v e  sch o o l d i s t r i c t  i
05 s ch o o l  i n  a n o th e r  d i s t r i c t ,  t h e  d ep a r tm en t s h a l l  p r o v id e  in f o r m a t io n  on
06 c o r re sp o n d en ce  c o u rs e s  and o t h e r  m a t e r i a l s  and ch a rg e  th e  schoo l board  o f  t
07 in o p e r a t i v e  d i s t r i c t  an amount e q u a l  to  th e  a c t u a l  c o s t  to  th e  d e p a r tm e n t .
08 * Sec. 4 . AS 14 .1 7 .3 0 0  i s  amended to  re a d :
U9 Sec. 1 4 .1 7 .3 0 0 .  P u b l ic  sch o o l a c c o u n t .  (a) The p u b l i c  sch o o l accoun
10 e s t a b l i s h e d .  The acc o u n t  c o n s i s t s  o f  a p p r o p r i a t i o n s  f o r  d i s t r i b u t i o n  to  sc
11 th e  s t a t e  b o a rd in g  s c h o o l ,  and f o r  [CENTRALIZED] c o r re sp o n d en ce  s tu d y  und er
12 c h a p t e r .
13 (b) The money in  th e  acco u n t may be used  o n ly  i n  a id  o f  p u b l i c  sch o o l
14 in c lu d in g  community sch o o l p rogram s, and f o r  [CENTRALIZED] co rre sp o n d en ce
15 s tu d y  program s under  t h i s  c h a p te r .
16 * Sec. 5. AS 1 4 .1 7 .4 0 0 (b )  i s  amended to  r e a d :
17 (b) I f  th e  amount in  th e  p u b l i c  s ch o o l acc o u n t  i s  i n s u f f i c i e n t  t o  mee
18 amounts a u th o r i z e d  under  (a) o f  t h i s  s e c t i o n  f o r  a f i s c a l  y e a r ,  th e  departm
19 red u ce  p ro  r a t a  each  d i s t r i c t ' s  b a s i c  need  by th e  n e c e s s a r y  p e r c e n ta g e  as  d
20 th e  d e p a r tm e n t .  I f  th e  b a s i c  need o f  each  d i s t r i c t  i s  reduced  under  t h i s  su
21 d ep a r tm en t s h a l l  a l s o  re d u c e  s t a t e  fu n d in g  f o r  [CENTRALIZED] c o r re sp o n d en ce
22 s tu d y  and th e  s t a t e  b o a rd in g  sch o o l by th e  same p e r c e n ta g e .
23 * Sec. 6. AS 1 4 .1 7 .4 3 0  i s  amended to  r e a d :
24 Sec. 1 4 .1 7 .4 3 0 .  S t a t e  fu n d in g  f o r  c o r re s p o n d e n c e  s tu d y  and s i m i l a r
25 p rog ram s.  Except a s  p ro v id e d  in  AS 1 4 .1 7 .4 0 0 (b ) ,  fu n d in g  f o r  [T' STATE
26 CENTRALIZED CORRESPONDENCE STUDY PROGRAM OR] a d i s t r i c t
27 co r re sp o n d en ce  program, i n c lu d in g  a d i s t r i c t  t h a t  o f f e r s  a s ta t e w id e  c o r r e s
28 s tu d y  program , o r  a  s tu d y  prpgram  t h a t  o c c u rs  p r i m a r i l y  o u t s id e  a s ch o o l f a
29 in c lu d e s  an a l l o c a t i o n  fi*om th e  p u b l i c  sch o o l acc o u n t  in  an amount c a l c u l a t
30 m u l t i p l y ,  t  t h e  ADM of  th e  c o r re sp o n d en ce  o r  s t u dy program  by 80 p e r c e n t .
31 * Sec. 7. AS 1 4 .1 7 .6 0 0 (a )  i s  amended t o  r e a d :
01 (a) W ith in  two weeks a f t e r  th e  end o f  t h e  2 0 - s c h o o l-d a y  p e r io d  end ing
02 f o u r t h  F r id a y  in  O ctober ,  each  d i s t r i c t  s h a l l  t r a n s m i t  a r e p o r t  t o  th e  depa
03 un d er  r e g u l a t i o n s  ad o p ted  by th e  d ep a r tm e n t ,  r e p o r t s  i t s  ADM f o r  t h a t  co u n t
04 and o t h e r  s tu d e n t  coun t in fo rm a t io n  t h a t  w i l l  a id  th e  d epartm en t in  making
05 d e te r m in a t io n  o f  i t s  s t a t e  a i d  under th e  p u b l i c  sch o o l  fu n d in g  program . [F
06 CENTRALIZED CORRESPONDENCE STUDY, THE OCTOBER REPORT
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07 SHALL BE BASED ON THE PERIOD FROM JULY 1 THROUGH THE FOURTH
08 FRIDAY IN OCTOBER, EXCEPT THAT SUMMER SCHOOL STUDENTS
09 SHALL BE COUNTED AS A PROPORTIONATE FRACTION AS DETERMINED
10 BY THE DEPARTMENT.] The d ep a r tm en t  may make n e c e s s a r y  c o r r e c t i o n s  in  th e
1 1  r e p o r t  s u b m it te d  and s h a l l  n o t i f y  th e  d i s t r i c t  o f  changes  made. The commis
12 s h a l l  n o t i f y  th e  g o v e rn o r  o f  a d d i t i o n a l  a p p r o p r i a t i o n s  th e  com m issioner e s t
13 n e c e s s a r y  to  f u l l y  f in a n c e  th e  p u b l i c  sch o o l  fu n d in g  program f o r  th e  c u r r e n
14 y e a r .
15 * Sec . 8 . AS 1 4 .3 0 .0 1 0 ( b ) (10) i s  amended t o  r e a d :
16 (10) i s  e n r o l l e d  i n
17 (A) a s t a t e  b o a rd in g  sch o o l e s t a b l i s h e d  under  AS 14 ,1 6 ;  o r
18 (B) a f u l l - t i m e  program o f  c o r re sp o n d e n c e  s tu d y  approved  by
1 9  th e  d e p a r tm e n t ;  [IN THOSE SCHOOL DISTRICTS PROVIDING AN
20 APPROVED CORRESPONDENCE STUDY PROGRAM, A STUDENT
21 MAY BE ENROLLED EITHER IN THE DISTRICT CORRESPONDENCE
22 PROGRAM OR IN THE CENTRALIZED CORRESPONDENCE STUDY
23 PROGRAM;]
24 * Sec. 9 . AS 1 4 .3 0 .3 5 0 (8 )  i s  amended to  r e a d :
25 (8) " sc h o o l d i s t r i c t "  means a borough  s c h o o l  d i s t r i c t ,  a c i t y  sc
26 d i s t r i c t ,  a r e g io n a l  e d u c a t io n a l  a t te n d a n c e  a r e a ,  o r  a s t a t e  b o a rd in g  schoo
27 THE STATE CENTRALIZED CORRESPONDENCE STUDY PROGRAM];
28 * Sec . 10. AS 3 9 .2 5 .1 1 0 (7 )  i s  amended t o  r e a d :
29 (7) c e r t i f i c a t e d  [TEACHERS EMPLOYED BY THE DEPARTMENT
30 OF EDUCATION AND EARLY DEVELOPMENT AS CORRESPONDENCE
31 TEACHERS,] t e a c h e r s  i n  s k i l l  c e n t e r s  o p e ra te d  by th e  D epartm ent o f  E d u c a t io
01 E a r ly  Development [ , ]  o r  i n  M t. Edgecumbe S ch o o l;
02 * S ec . 11. AS 3 9 .2 5 .1 6 0 ( e ) ( 7 )  i s  amended to  r e a d :
03 (7) c e r t i f i c a t e d  [TEACHERS EMPLOYED BY THE DEPARTMENT
04 OF EDUCATION AND EARLY DEVELOPMENT AS CORRESPONDENCE
05 TEACHERS,] t e a c h e r s  i n  s k i l l  c e n t e r s  o p e ra te d  by th e  D epartm ent o f  E d u c a t io
06 E a r ly  Development [ ,]  o r  t e a c h e r s  a t  Mt. Edgecumbe S choo l;
07 * Sec . 12. T h is  Act t a k e s  e f f e c t  J u ly  1, 2003.

Bill R o o t: Display Bill Root

frik  APPROVED
coo BOBEYwv
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Statue of limitations: A U.S. Army vehicle from the 4th 
Republican Guard's Medina Division headquarters soi 
airstrikes and abandoned by Iraqi forces.

, . “Today, the tide has turned,” Information Minister Mo­
hammed Saeed al-Salihaf said. “We are destroying 
them.” He read a statement from Saddam telling Iraq’s 

, fighters to rush at the Americans and “exhaust (them) 
’ and increase the depth of their wounds.”

Al-Sahhaf said the Americans were in the suburbs and 
in a message on television urged residents to inform Iraqi 
troops about any U.S. movements. Maintain “calm, good 
organization... to confront the enemy effectively, conquer 
it, and force it to retreat accursed and defeated,” he said.

By Saturday night, city streets were crawling with all 
kinds of armed men - government troops, militiamen, 
loyalists from Saddam’s Baath party. Members of the Fe- 
dayeen, a militia led by Saddam’s son Odai, appeared in 
their distinctive black uniforms in the city center for the 
first time since the war began.

Armed with Kalashnikovs, mortars and heavy machine 
guns, soldiers of the elite Republican Guard Corps dug 
fresh trenches and fortified old ones. Some took over

Please see WAR, Page A7

C o r r e s p o n d e n c e  s c h o o l ’s  p l a n n e d  

c l o s i n g  c o n c e r n s  S c h o o l  B o a r d
By ERIC FRY

JUNEAU EMPIRE £) 2003
The proposed closing of the 

state-run correspondence school 
could help the Juneau School Dis­
trict’s budget but would hurt some 
local students who need personal­
ized attention or help to graduate, 
according to administrators and 
School Board members.

The School Board said Tuesday 
it will send a letter to legislators 
expressing concern about the pro­
posed closing of Alyeska Central 
School.

Alyeska enrolls about 640 full­
time students and 440 tuition-pay­
ing students who take selected 
courses. Its summer school en­
rolled 3,450 students last year.

The Alyeska closure is among a 
number of Murkowski administra­
tion measures to reduce the state 
education budget. Closing Alyeska 
would save the state $1 .2  million, 
the cost of its summer school, state 
officials have said.

The state wouldn’t necessarily 
save money by closing the regular 
program because the state still 
would fund the education of those 
students if they enrolled in an 
Alaska school district or a district- 
based home-school program.

BRIAN WALLACE /  JUNEAU EMPIRE

Home learning: Laurie Clnugh Instructs her son Forrest during a home 
school lesson at their North Douglas home Saturday.

Eighty Juneau children attend 
Alyeska full time, said Juneau 
schools Superintendent Peggy 
Cowan. If  Alyeska closed, some of 
those students might enroll in the 
Juneau School District, either in 
its regular schools or in its two 
home-school programs, thus in­
creasing the district’s state fund­

ing.
At a meeting last week, School 

Board member Paul Gulyas dis­
counted the idea that many 
Alyeska students would transfer 
into regular schools. The students 
have chosen an alternative pro­
gram and will seek another such

Please see HOME SCHOOL, Page A8
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Home school: Students would have to pay for 
f correspondence courses from outside Alaska
' Continued from Page A1

I; ;  program if Alyeska closes, he said, 
i C o w a n  also pointed out some lo- 
!' cal downsides to Alyeska’s closure.
' Last summer Juneau School 

District students took 275 courses 
* in the Alyeska summer school, 

which is funded by the state. The 
. school district's summer school fo­

cuses on remedial courses, and it 
would be hard for it to match the 
diversity of Alyeska’s courses, ad­
ministrators said. The Juneau 
summer school charges a fee but 
offers some scholarships.

A lot of Juneau students who 
take summer courses at Alyeska 
want to work ahead, not take reme­
dial courses, said Carol Sewill, who 
runs the Juneau School District’s 
correspondence program.

If Alyeska closed, those students 
would have to pay for correspon­
dence courses from outside of Alas­
ka if they still wanted them. No 
other Alaska distance-education 

'"✓programs sell such courses, Sewill 
I^said.

"We would have a very hard 
; retime duplicating the 275 courses,” 
'^said School Board member Mary 
'^Becker. “This would be a very 
> 'great loss to our students.”

The Alyeska summer courses 
; 1 , are valuable to high school seniors 
>'.; who are short a few credits to grad- 
•; uate, Sewill said. Without a substi- 
X tu te program, they would have to 
Jr,re-enroll in high school in the fall, 
^ “putting off college.
; Also, 83 Juneau children, some 
; enrolled in the school district, are 
i paying tuition to take selected 

. courses at Alyeska during the regu- 
'• la- school year. Some of those are 

middle school students taking ad­
vanced courses such as algebra aid 

‘ geometry, Cowan said.
Sewill said Alyeska’s tuition- 

paying students can buy courses 
from out of state for a comparable 
fee, but Juneau children won’t 
have the close access to Alyeska’s 
certified teachers, who work here. 
.Nor will the outside courses be

I just never thought Fd see another ‘1986’ here 
with the state being hit so hard. Fm having 
trouble understanding the necessity for cutting 
state government to the level they are.

DEBBIE CHALMERS

President, Alyeska teachers union

geared to Alaska, she said.
Laurie Clough of Juneau enrolls 

two sons, 13 and 15, in the public 
schools part time, and they also 
take some courses for a fee at 
Alyeska. Clough, a former public 
school teacher, said Juneau’s 
schools are good but in some ways 
were a bad fit for her sons.

“I wanted them to excel in 
school, and I could see they weren’t 
doing it," she said.

The Murkowski administration 
has argued that Alyeska’s sendees 
are duplicated elsewhere. But 
Clough said the statewide distance- 
education programs run by Alaska 
school districts won’t accept part- 
time students. And she’s concerned 
Outside programs won’t provide a 
quick turnaround in reviewing les­
sons.

Also of concern locally is the loss 
of jobs. Alyeska employs 20 teach­
ers and 18 support staff, all in 
Juneau, the school has said. Anoth­
er 1 0  positions, all but one in 
Juneau, are unfilled.

Debbie Chalmers, president of 
the Alyeska teachers union, said 
her family had to leave Juneau and 
eventually Alaska when low oil 
prices in 1986 triggered layoffs of 
untenured teachers. She returned 
in 1990.

“I just never thought I ’d see 
another ‘1986’ here with the state 
being hit so hard," Chalmers 
said. " I’m having trouble under­
standing the necessity for cutting 
state government to the level 
they are."

The Juneau market for home 
sales is “soft,” she said. “You put 
10 or 15 more homes on the market 
- 1 think that’s going to have an ap­
preciable impact.”

Because a statewide correspon­
dence school is mandated by Alas­
ka law, it wall take another law to 
undo the requirement.

The House Health Education 
and Social Services Committee was 
split in its review' of House Bill 174 
to close Alyeska. The bill has been 
scheduled for a hearing, among 
other bills, in the State Affairs 
Committee, chaired by Juneau Re­
publican Rep. Bruce Weyhrauch, at 
8  a.m. Tuesday.

A similar measure, Senate Bill 
107, was passed out of the Senate 
Health Education and Social Ser­
vices Committee on Thursday and 
will go to that body’s Finance Com­
mittee.

Closing Alyeska is a tough policy 
call, Rep. John Coghill, a North 
Pole Republican who supports the 
closure, said at a House Health Ed­
ucation and Social Services Com­
mittee hearing late last month.

The stale is working to get 
school districts connected to their 
students, and the districts have 
been stepping up with their own 
home-school programs, he said.

“The policy call we are asking 
here is do we give the school dis­
tricts now the responsibility for 
providing correspondence school,” 
lie told the committee.
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04-08-03 06:2£pir From-ALYESKA CENTRAL SCHOOL

[Click here and type address]

9074552935 T-035 P.01/02 F-83S

•

H n w m a m

To: Bmce Weyhrauch Fax:
V L  s  ^

[Click here and type fax number]

From: Debbie Chalmers Date: 4/8/2003

Re: TIB 174 CS Pages: 2

$

[̂Ŝ Lirgent □  For Review □  Please Comment □  Please Reply □  Pfease Recycle

M
. m

I * 1

s W f c i ' i  nweling with Cecilia Miller and I today. We wanted to clarify that the intent of the one-yearWMM « ife P liS IK r  =In the amendment Is to allow ACS to aansUon Intact to a district (several have 

%i$)#essed an Interest) or educational organization (such as UAS or SERRC), rather than Just an extra
W  B K

V-ljr ^ r  ywjr to close down. We etill beiieva that the summer school program provides a valuable service, but

understand that budget cuts need to be made, and summer school courses could still be offered on a 

tuition basis. The main priority Is for students and families to have the opportunity to receive the kinds of 

services ACS provides. Attached is a more complete explanation of our positions and rationale. Thank
(

you again for your efforts.
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Alyeska Central School Education Association 
Draft Position re: HB174 & SB107

First priority is  to m aintain  A C S as a school operated by EED.
1) ACS offers a complete K-12 curriculum with courses written by, taught, and 

assessed by Alaskan teachers. ACS provides services desired by many students 
and families as well as schools and districts.

2) ACS is mandated to serve students in any area of Alaska, relieving districts of the 
responsibility of providing a complete correspondence program if they choose not 
to. To date, the largest school district in the state, Anchorage, has never chosen to 
offer the type of program provided by ACS. Of the 53 districts in the state, 29 do 
not currently operate any type of correspondence funded program. The 11 
districts that are currently serving students statewide can choose to restrict 
enrollment, discontinue those programs, or not provide a program comparable 
to ACS. In that case, it will be an additional burden on the districts of residence 
that are obligated to provide educational services to their students.

3) ACS has the infrastructure and experience in place to continue to provide quality 
curriculum choices to students who enroll under foundation funding as well as 
to any student in the state who is willing to pay tuition. ACS is also available to 
be used as a support to schools and districts in meeting the NCLB requirements.

i

Second choice is  to m aintain  A C S intact as a school to b e  operated b y  a sch ool district 
or other educational agency.

1) In order for this to be a viable option, it is imperative to extend ACS within the 
Department of Education and Early Development for at least on e m ore school 
year. The logistics of determining the most appropriate district or organization to 
"host" ACS, and making appropriate arrangements will take time.

2) Statute changes may be needed in order to allow ACS to be hosted by another 
district or organization. For example, currently foundation funding for students 
may only be distributed to a school district or the Department of Education and 
Early Development.

3) The intent of the additional year of operating within EED must be to facilitate a 
transition of ACS to another district or organization, rather than a year of 
extension in order to provide extra time for closure so that students and parents 
will be assured that educational services will continue to be provided and that 
the transition of ACS from EED to a district or other organization would not 
impact their educational progress.



To: Bruce Weyhrauch From: Debbie Chalmers, ACSEA President

Fax: 465-2273 P ag es: 2

Phone: 465-3744 Date: 4/9/2003

Re: HB 174 CC: Beth Kerttula

X U rgen t X For R eview □  P le a s e  C om m ent □  P le a s e  Reply □  P le a se  R ecycle

T h an k s  fo r m ee tin g  w ith  C ecilia  Miller an d  m e today . I w a n te d  to  clarify  th a t  our in ten tion  
fo r an  a m e n d m e n t is  to  a llo w  ACS a  tran s itio n  year, n o t fo r th e  c lo su re  of th e  program . 
During th is  tran s itio n  year, o u r sch o o l s e e k s  sp o n so rsh ip  u n d e r a  d is tr ic t (so m e d is tr ic ts  
h av e  a lread y  e x p re s s e d  an  in te re s t)  o r ed u ca tio n a l o rgan ization  (su ch  a s  SERRC o r UAS). 
P le a s e  rev iew  th e  a t ta c h e d  inform ation. T hank  you ag a in  fo r help  in th e s e  efforts.



Alyeska Central School Education Association 
Draft Position re: HB174 & SB107

First priority is to m aintain ACS as a school operated by EED.
1) A C S  o ffers a com plete K-12 cu rricu lu m  w ith  courses w ritten  by, taught, and 

assessed by A laskan  teachers. A C S  provides services desired by m any students 

and fam ilies as w e ll as schools and d istricts.

2) A C S  is m andated to serve students in  any area o f A laska , re liev in g  d istricts of the 

resp o n sib ility  of p ro vid ing  a com plete correspondence program  i f  they choose not 
to. To  date, the largest school d istric t in  the state, Anchorage, has never chosen to 

offer the type of program  provided by A C S . O f the 53 d istricts in the state, 29 do 

not cu rre n tly  operate any  type of correspondence funded program . The 11 

d istricts that are cu rren tly  serving  students statew ide can choose to restrict 

enro llm ent, d iscontinue those program s, or not provide a program  com parable 

to A C S . In  that case, it w ill be an additional burden on the d istricts of residence 

that are obligated to provide educational services to the ir students.

3) A C S  has the in frastru ctu re  and experience in  place to continue to p rovide quality 

cu rricu lu m  choices to students w ho enroll under foundation fund ing  as w e ll as 

to any student in  the state w ho is w illin g  to pay tu ition . A C S  is also availab le  to 

be used as a support to schools and d istricts in m eeting the N C LB  requirem ents.

Second choice is to m aintain ACS intact as a school to be operated by a school district 
or other educational agency.

1) In  order fo r th is to be a v iab le  option, it is im perative to extend A C S  w ith in  the 

D epartm ent of Education  and E a rly  D evelopm ent for at least one more school 
year. The log istics of determ ining the m ost appropriate d istric t or organization to 

"h o st" A C S , and m aking appropriate arrangem ents w ill take tim e.

2) Statute changes m ay be needed in order to a llow  A C S  to be hosted by another 

d istric t or o rganization . Fo r exam ple, cu rren tly  foundation fund ing  fo r students 

m ay on ly be d istributed  to a school d istrict or the Departm ent of Education  and 

E a rly  Developm ent.
3) The intent of the add itional year of operating w ith in  E E D  m ust be to facilitate a 

transition  of A C S  to another d istric t or organization , rather than a year of 

extension in  order to provide extra tim e fo r closure so that students and parents 

w ill be assured that educational services w ill continue to be provided  and that 

the transition  of A C S  from  E E D  to a d istrict or other o rganization w ou ld  not 

im pact th e ir educational progress.
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LEGISLATIVE INFORMATION OFFICE
PO Box 1189 

Room 221, Jarvis Office Center 
Delta Jet., AK 99737 

Phone: 895-4236 Fax: 895-5017

MEMORANDUM

DATE: April 9, 2003
TO: House State Affairs Committee

FROM: Elizabeth A. Sarver
Legislative Information Officer

SUBJECT: Testimony for House State Affairs Committee

Please accept the enclosed original(s) of written testimony for the House 
State Affairs committee hearing that was scheduled for 04/08/03.

Copies of this testimony were transmitted by fax on 04/09/03.

Thank you.

Enclosures: 1



committe

TESTIMONY AGAINST HB174: Closure of Alyeska Central School 
Please em Hous© State Affairs Committee Hearing 4/8/03

ACS can provide high school programs for teacher aides, who need to 
become highly qualified under NCLB, which other correspondence 
programs cannot provide. DO NOT dose Alyeska Central School.Only 
ACS has a faculty of teachers, who are already “highly qualified under No 
Child Left Behind (NCLB). Show our children that their future Is a worthy 
Investment and quality counts, School. ACS provides a quality program 
with accountability for students and parents, which other programs 
in the state could not match.
ACS provides for special needs students in a way that other 
correspondence schools can not do. In 1997 my daughter, who had just 
completed her sophomore year in our district's gifted and talented 
program, was in a near-fatal 4-wheeler accident, resulting in a severe 
traumatic brain injury that had damaged EVERY lobe of her brain. She 
suffered complete amnesia, with no memory of herself, her family, or the 
content of all the advanced coursework she had already completed at 
school. She spent three months in Providence Hospital In Anchorage 
where we began her arduous journey to regain HER life as she had 
known it. An advanced math student before was then learning addition 
and subtraction all over again. We had to take every subject and her 
music, learning them all over from the beginning and proceeding through 
them, step-by-step. ACS helped us do that providing her with the 
coursework for two basic science classes. She had scored in the 99%ile 
in both math and science prior to the accident! The quality hands-on 
materials they sent and quality lessons allowed her to regain her ability to 
return to Delta Junction High School, earning her diploma in 1999 and to 
go on to New York University as a Freshman the next Fall. This same 
young lady was honored by your Twentieth Alaska State Legislature as 
the grand prize winner of the Alaska Association of Bilingual Education 
Essay Contest! Without the quality materials and excellent staff support 
from ACS, this success story may not have had as happy an ending. 
Save a program th at has been an Alaska success story for
over 60 years! Please vote NO on HB174! Show our children 
that their future is a worthy investment DO NOT close Alyeska 
Central School.

B B S  Alaska State Legislature

Signed:
Jackie Nelson, President, Delta-Greely Education Support Personnel Assoc. DGESPA 

Mother of 3
HC 60 Box 4180, Delta Junction, AK 99737 
(907) 895-4217 <jackle@wildak.net>

mailto:jackle@wildak.net


] F w d :  A l y e s k a  C e n t r a ]  S c h o o l ]

Subject: [Fwd: Alyeska Central School]
Date: Thu, 10 Apr 2003 15:57:47 -0800

From: Bruce Weyhrauch <Representative_Bruce_Weyhrauch@Legis.state.ak.us> 
Organization: Alaska State Legislature

To: Ginny Austerman <Ginny_Austennan@legis.state.ak.us>

b i l l  f i l e  

Bruce

Subject: Alyeska Central School
Date: Thu, 10 Apr 2003 08:26:05 -0800 

From: "Shelley Jenkins" <jenkinss@maii.jsd.kl2.ak.us>
To: representative.bruce.weyhrauch@legis.state.ak.us 
CC: cowanp@mail.jsd.kl2.ak.us

> S t a t u s :  U
> D a t e :  Wed, 9 A p r  2 0 0 3  1 6 : 4 1 : 2 7  - 0 8 0 0  
> T o : j e n k i n s s @ j s d . k l 2 . a k . u s
> F r o m :  P e g g y  C owan < c o w a n p @ m a i l . j s d . k l 2 . a k . u s >
> S u b j e c t : m e s s a g e  f o r  B r u c e  W e y h ra u c h  
>
>
>
> D e a r  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  W e y h r a u c h  :
>
> 1  t a l k e d  t o  y o u r  s t a f f  p e r s o n  T e r r y  t h i s  m o r n i n g .  T h e  J u n e a u  B o a r d  
> o f  E d u c a t i o n  m e t  l a s t  n i g h t  a n d  d i s c u s s e d  t h e  i d e a  o f  m a k i n g  ACS a 
> c h a r t e r  s c h o o l  w i t h i n  t h e  J u n e a u  S c h o o l  D i s t r i c t .  I t  w a s  t h e  
> u n a n im o u s  o p i n i o n  o f  t h o s e  p r e s e n t  t h a t  a  s t a t e w i d e  p r o g r a m  i s  
> o u t s i d e  o f  t h e  m i s s i o n  o f  t h e  J u n e a u  S c h o o l  D i s t r i c t . T h e y  d i s c u s s e d  
> i t  a n d  t h o u g h t  t h a t  y o u  m i g h t  w a n t  t o  a m e n d  t h e  C h a r t e r  S c h o o l  l a w  
> t o  a l l o w  f o r  a s t a t e w i d e  c h a r t e r  s c h o o l  a n d  h a v e  ACS c h a r t e r e d  u n d e r  
> t h a t  p r o v i s i o n .
>
> T h a n k  y o u  f o r  y o u r  i n t e r e s t  i n  m a i n t a i n i n g  a q u a l i t y  e d u c a t i o n a l  
> o p p o r t u n i t y  f o r  J u n e a u  s t u d e n t s  and s t u d e n t s  s t a t e w i d e .
>
> S i n c e r e l y ,
> P e g g y  
>

> P e g g y  C ow an , S u p e r i n t e n d e n t  
>.J u n e a u  S c h o o l  D i s t r i c t  
> 1 0 0 1 4  C r a z y  H o r s e  D r i v e  
> J u n e a u ,  A K  9 9 8 0 1  
>
> 1 9 0 7 )  4 6 3 - 1 7 0 0  e x t  2 1 5  
> ( 9 0 7 )  4 6 3 - 1 7 6 8  f a x  
> c o w a n p @ j s d . k l 2 . a k . u s

1 o f  1 4 / 1 1 / 2 0 0 3  9
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[F'.vd: ACS Closure]

Subject: [Fwd: ACS Closure]
Date: Thu, 10 Apr 2003 15:56:33 -0800

From: Bruce Weyhrauch <Representative_Bruce_Weyhrauch@Legis.state.ak.us> 
Organization: Alaska State Legislature

To: Ginny Austerman <Ginny_Austerman@legis.state.ak.us>

b i l l  f i l e

Subject: ACS Closure
Date: Thu, 10 Apr 2003 07:41:04 -0800 

From: Denise Maloney <dmaloney@alaska.com>
To: Governor's Budget <gov_budget@gov.state.ak.us>

CC: Scott Ogan <senator_scott_ogan@legis.state.ak.us>,
Loren Leman <loren_leman@gov.state.ak.us>,
Frank Murkowski <frank_murkowski@gov.state.ak.us>,
Beverly Masek <representative_beverly_masek@legis.state.ak.us>,
Donny Olson <Senator_Donny_01son@legis.state.ak.us>,
Lyman Hoffman <Senator_Lyman_Hoffman@Iegis.state.ak.us>,
Ben Stevens <Senator_Ben_Stevens@legis.state.ak.us>,
Robin Taylor <Senator_Robin_Taylor@legis.state.ak.us>,
Con Bunde <Senator_Con_Bunde@]egis.state.ak.us>,
Lyda Green <Senator_Lyda_Green@legis.state.ak.us>,
Gary Wilken <Senator_Gary_Wilken@legis.state.ak.us>,
Bob Lynn <Representative_Bob_Lynn@legis.state.ak.us>,
Bruce Weyhrauch <Representative_Bruce_Weyhrauch@legis.state.ak.us>,
Ethan Berkowitz <Representative_Ethan_Berkowitz@legis.state.ak.us>,
Jim Holm <Representative_Jim_Holm@Iegis.state.ak.us>,
Max Gruenberg <Representative_Max_Gruenb'iro(r?)iegis.state.ak.us>,
Nancy Dahlstrom <Representative_Nancy_Dahlstrom@Iegis.state.ak.us>,
Paul Seaton <Representative_Paul_Seaton@legis.state.ak.us>

I'm am  sending you figures on what my child's education could cost depending on the school sh e  were to attend if 
ACS is c losed. Keep this is mind when making your final decision.

Su Valley Jr/S r High $19,495 (difference of $16 ,295)
Beryozava $ 9,997 (difference of $6, 797)
Houston High School $3,403 (difference of $3,203)

T h ese  figures show  that if my child went to Su Valley you would have spent the equivalency of 5 students through 
ACS, 3 from Beryozava (not even  su re  sh e  could go there), or 1 from Houston High. I'm sure th ese  figures are 
com parable to o thers ac ro ss  the sta te . Due to accreditation issues and staff support th ese  will be the choices that I 
will have for my child's education even though they are  lacking in courses I feel my challenge her deucationally. 
Sincerely,
D enise C. Maloney 
PO Box 506 
Willow, AK 99688 
(907)495-1205 
dm alonev@ alaska.com
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[FwrJ: Please Retain Alyeska Central School (ACS)]

Subject: [Fwd: Please Retain Alyeska Central School (ACS)]
Date: Thu, 03 Apr 2003 16:26:22 -0900

From: Bruce Weyhrauch <Representative_Bruce_Weyhrauch@Legis.state.ak.us> 
Organization: Alaska State Legislature

To: Ginny Austerman <Ginny_Austerman@legis.state.ak.us>

b i l l  f i l e  p l e a s e .

Bruce

Subject: Please Retain Alyeska Central School (ACS)
Date: Thu, 03 Apr 2003 12:31:23 -0900

From: Cheryl Shakespeare <Cheryl_Shakespeare@admin.state.ak.us>
To: Representative_Bruce_Weyhrauch@legis.state.ak.us

I  e n co u ra g e  you to  v o te  to  r e t a i n  A lyeska  C e n t r a l  Schoo l.  We have 
e n r o l l e d  o u r  son in  a p r i v a t e  sch o o l  from K - 8, b u t  th e  s c h o o l  does  n o t  
o f f e r  h ig h  s c h o o l .  We e n r o l l e d  o u r  son in  ACS beca u se  we th o u g h t  t h a t  
i t  was a  s t a b l e  home s c h o o l .  He i s  c u r r e n t l y  i n  1 0 th  g ra d e .

ACS p r o v id e s  a  good a l t e r n a t i v e  to  l o c a l  s c h o o l s .  We choose  home 
s c h o o l in g  f o r  f l e x i b i l i t y ,  one -o n -o n e  a d u l t / c h i l d  r a t i o ,  hands  on 
g u id a n c e  on m ora l i s s u e s ,  e t c .

ACS s h o u ld  a c t u a l l y  be a c o s t  s a v in g s  m easure -  th e  l o c a l  s c h o o ls  do n o t  
p r o v id e  b u s s i n g ,  h e a t ,  l i g h t s ,  and f u r n i t u r e  f o r  ou r  son .

We would a p p r e c i a t e  y o u r  v o te  to  r e t a i n  ACS.

Cheryl Shakespeare <Cheryl Shakespeare@admin.state.ak.us> 
Accountant IV
Division of Finance (907) 465-2299 
Administration

I o f  I 4/3/2003 5:28 PN
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[Fwd: I  I B  1 7 4 - p r o p o s c d  closure o f centralized correspondence]

!»
Subject: [Fwd: IIB174-proposed closure of centralized correspondence]

Date: Thu, 03 Apr 2003 11:49:48 -0900
From: Bruce Weyhrauch <Representative_Bruce_Weyhrauch@Legis.state.ak.us> 

Organization: Alaska State Legislature
To: Ginny Austerman <Ginny_Austerman@legis.state.ak.us>

hb 174 f i l e  p l e a s e

Subject: HB174-proposed closure of centralized correspondence 
Date: Thu, 03 Apr 2003 09:34:49 -0800 

From: "Mieke Malmberg" <mkm@quinnemanuel.com>
To: <Representative_bob_lynn@legis.state.ak.us>,

<Representative_bruce_weyhrauch@legis.state.ak.us>,
<Representative_ethan_berkovvitz@legis.state.ak.us>,
<ReprcsentativeJim_hohn@legis.state.ak.us>,
<Rcpresentative_max_gruenberg@legis.state.ak.us>,
<Represenlative_nancy_dahlstrom@legis.state.ak.us>

Dear House Committee on S t a t e  A f f a i r s :

I  a t t e n d e d  A lyeska  C e n t r a l  School f o r  most o f  my l i f e  and r e c e n t l y  found o u t  abou t 
t h i s  l e g i s l a t i o n  from my younger b r o t h e r .  I u n d e r s ta n d  t h a t  HB174 was r e f e r r e d  to  you 
y e s t e r d a y .  A t ta c h e d  i s  a l e t t e r  t h a t  I  have w r i t t e n  e x p r e s s in g  my concern  abou t 
t h i s  l e g i s l a t i o n  and s e t t i n g  f o r t h  argum ents  a g a i n s t  i t .  I have a l r e a d y  s e n t  th e  
l e t t e r  to  Rep. S ea ton  and, in  o r d e r  to  a v o id  d u p l i c a t i o n s ,  I am n o t  in c lu d in g  him on 
t h i s  e m a i l .

Thank you, 
Mieke Malmberg
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Type: WINWORD File (applicalion/msword) 

Encoding: basc64 
Download Status: Not downloaded with message
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Mieke K. Malmberg
Californ ia  SBN# 209992

Home Address 
846 Fourth St., Apt. 307 
Santa Monica. CA 90403 
(310) 393-4850

Fam ily  Address  
P.O. Box. KPY 
Port Bailey, AK 99697-0060

iydehav@xalioo.com
mkm@aiii iinemanttel.com

V IA  E L E C TR O N IC  M A IL  a n d  F IR S T  C LA SS  M A IL

House Committee on State Affairs
State Capitol
Juneau, AK 99801-1182

RE: HB 174 & SB 107  -  Please DO NOT pass th is legislation closing Alyeska Central 

School

Dear Representatives Weyhrauch, Holm, Dahlstrom. Lynn, Seaton, Berkowitz & Gruenberg: 

Reference is made to the above legislation that, if passed, will require the closure of 

Alyeska Central School thereby a) taking away the centralized correspondence study program in 

the State of Alaska and b) leaving the responsibilities of administering a correspondence study to 

each individual district, a responsibility each district may choose to accept or not.

I. INTRODUCTION

I first heard about this proposed legislation last week from my 15 year old brother who is 

currently enrolled in Alyeska Central School (“ACS”). He wrote to me stating, “this idea [that 

ACS could be closed] is terrible. It [ACS] is a family tradition and we have to keep it going.

Please write a letter to the legislature. WE CAN MAKE A DIFFERENCE.” After researching and 

thinking about the proposal I agree with him: closing ACS is a terrible idea. First, a centralized 

correspondence study is the optimal model to deliver high quality educational services to remote 

students. Additionally, the closure of the centralized program will result in complete chaos and 

undependability as well as a lower quality of educational services delivered at a cumulatively 

higher cost. Finally, closing ACS fails to fulfill legislative intent because ACS’ services are not 

‘duplicative’ of other district programs and its comparatively large enrollment shows that it is 

valued and utilized by the State’s residents.

mailto:iydehav@xalioo.com
mailto:mkm@aiiiiinemanttel.com


A. Personal Experience Shows th a t a Centralized C orrespondence Study 
Is Optimal

for High Quality Education

Alyeska Central School (formerly known as Centralized Correspondence Study) has 

played an integral role in my life. Raised in a family of six children on a remote homestead 

located on the west side of Kodiak Island, I was enrolled in ACS from first grade through the 

ninth grade. Following the ninth grade I moved to the town of Kodiak and attended Kodiak H.S. 

wher. I graduated in 1992, finishing in the top 5 % of my class. Since then I’ve earned a B.S. in 

Biochemistry and Cell Biology and a B.A. in History from the University of California, San Diego, 

graduated in the top 25% of my class from the University of California, Hastings College of the 

Law and passed the rigorous California Bar Examination on my first attempt. I am now a third 

year associate at a top-tier law firm in Los Angeles practicing primarily patent litigation.

Having attended both ACS and regular public school in the State of Alaska, I can attest to 

the high quality of education that ACS delivers. ACS is intellectually challenging, well organized 

and well managed. In fact, I firmly believe that ACS did a better job of preparing me for a highly 

ranked college and professional program than other options available in the State of Alaska. The 

commitment of the teachers is strong (some of my elementary and junior high school teachers 

are still at ACS) and the lesson plans are constantly being updated to keep up with the latest 

developments in education. Examples of how good the education is that ACS delivers abound, 

including the fact that it took me three more years of Spanish at Kodiak H.S. to reach the end of 

the first year of material that I had learned already at ACS to the fact that four out of five of my 

younger siblings (who were also educated through ACS) either hold college degrees or are 

currently enrolled in major universities (my younger brother is a high school student enrolled in 

ACS).

In fact, although the Kodiak School District has always offered an alternative 

correspondence program, my mother investigated that program and specifically chose to go 

through ACS believing that the quality of the lesson plans, the constant updating of the material 

and the fact that there are individual teachers trained and accredited at each grade level make it 

far superior to the program run out of Kodiak where there are only one or two teachers to assist 

all students at all grade levels. Judging from my success as an ACS student, I would have to 

agree.

II. ARGUMENT
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B. R equiring Each D istrict to A dm inister Its Own C orrespondence
Program  Invites Chaos, a Lower Quality o f E ducation a t a
Cum ulatively H igher Cost and  Com plete U ndependabilitv

Removing the centralized correspondence program from the State of Alaska will be 

disastrous. In a state where a high number of rural students make correspondence study an 

absolute necessity, decentralizing this program and turning it over to the whims of each 

individual district can only invite chaos, a lower quality of education at a cumulatively higher cost 

and undependable administration. Following are several reasons that the closure of Alyeska 

Central School is an unsavory option:

• T here will no longer be teachers tra in ed  a t every grade level, 
thereby  decreasing the  quality o f education . It is doubtful that 
individual districts will have the necessary resources to employ 
correspondence teachers that are certified in each grade level, relying 
instead on one or more teachers, each undoubtedly trained in only one 
level, to administer (or be prepared to administer) each and every grade 
level at all times. This will decrease the quality of education and 
individual assistance being delivered to rural students and their families.

• The quality o f lesson plans will su ffer and  local p rog ram s will 
no longer be able to  rely on ACS to develop tim ely curricu la .
With only a few teachers in each of the districts that choose to offer 
correspondence study, who will be responsible for developing new lesson 
plans and keeping abreast of current developments in education?
Certainly a few teachers administering a program for multiple students 
across several grade levels will not have the time nor the expertise to 
develop and continuously update lesson plans that are timely and 
challenging for every single grade level for which they are responsible. In 
the past these local correspondence programs have been able to depend on 
ACS for current lesson plans and curricula; if ACS is closed this option will 
no longer be available.

• If  in  fact the  school d istric ts decide to  assign the  
correspondence responsibility  to a teacher already  teaching in 
th a t d istric t, th is will also be d isastro u s. A teacher already dealing 
with the day to day rigors of being in a classroom will have no 
commitment to a correspondence program which, in order to run 
smoothly and well, would require creativity, self-motivation, constant 
diligence, upkeep and supervision.

• D ecentralizing the  pool o f resources will m ake it im possible fo r 
local p rogram s w ith fluctuating enro llm ent to offer c u rre n t 
m ateria ls and lib rary  services fo r each and every s tu d en t each
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and every year. Distributing funding over several correspondence 
programs will ultimately cause it to be at a cumulatively higher cost and 
lower quality. With the current centralized correspondence model, one 
pool of funding can purchase books and supplies, pay teacher salaries and 
administer student activities and a library for a large pool of students in 
each grade level each and every year. By destabilizing this program it 
means that each district that decides to offer a correspondence program 
(currently, 12 districts)1 must cover all of these expenses on its own. With 
the fluctuation of rural enrollment this means that while in one year there 
may be a student in each grade level, the next year there m£ y be no 
students in a given grade level or several in another grade le rel. Given this 
constant fluctuation of correspondence enrollment within a district, it will 
be expensive and impossible to offer current books and materials for each 
and every student each and every year.

• D ifferences in d istric t a llocations o f funding  will cause a 
d isparity  in the  quality  o f co rrespondence  education  delivered 
bv each d istric t. Different districts will allocate funding differently 
depending on enrollment and other factors. By decentralizing the 
correspondence program students and their families will lose the 
dependable high quality education they have come to expect and deserve 
from correspondence study.

• A fa ilu re  to designate specific funding  fo r correspondence  study 
will provide no safeguards w hatsoever, allow ing d istric ts to  use 
funding  on o th er p e t p ro jec ts . If correspondence does not have 
specific funding districts may be encouraged to start correspondence 
programs in order to be eligible for additional funding from the State and 
then allocate those funds elsewhere. Without safeguards, districts are 
more likely to take care of those students with direct access to their 
facilities than they are to take care of those rural students who are 
essentially ‘out of sight, out of mind.’

• D e-centralizing co rrespondence  study will cause hom e- 
schooling to lose p restige  and  credibility. As someone who has been 
educated by correspondence study and questioned about it throughout my 
life, I am quick to remind people that Alaska’s correspondence program is 
centralized, organized and controlled. The fact that there are accredited 
teachers at every grade level and that it is a public school funded by the 
State with a long history of offering high quality education lends to it a
ce tain amount of respect and prestige. Decentralizing correspondence 
study will cause home-schooling to lose the prestige and credibility that 
the centralized program has fought so hard to attain. Consequently those 
who are educated through correspondence study will suffer.

• A lthough people will be able to  choose a co rrespondence  
p rogram  in w hich to  enro ll, closing ACS will m ake

1 See Governor’s Transmittal Letter re: HB 174, dated 3/5/03 (hereinafter "Governor's Letter").
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correspondence study an undependable  option  and possibly 
increase  d ropou t ra te s . Districts that may offer an alternative 
program at first may decide in a few years that it is no longer feasible to 
run their own program due to the expense and changes in enrolment. 
Additionally, with changes in funding each year spread out over only a few 
students, the effects will be felt more harshly by those enrolled in a district 
than they are felt now by the entire student body of ACS. Because of the 
high likelihood that district programs will close down after only a few 
years of operation, or that districts may decide to begin programs later on 
or not at all, there will be no continuity in correspondence study. Without 
constant research (which is difficult in any rural situation) and marketing 
on the part of the districts (another unaccounted for investment of time 
and money), remote families will not know where to go for their 
educational needs and will constantly need to be re-evaluating their 
choices and their alternatives.

In a state where an appalling 6 .2% of students in grades 7-12 drop out, the 
State of Aiaska should be doing everything in its power to provide reliable 
and consistent educational choices to its residents.2This drop out rate 
(which does not even account for those students in grades 1-6) will only 
increase with the ease in which rural students will be able to disappear 
into the abyss, with correspondence programs opening and closing around 
the State. In a State where many individuals do not necessarily see the 
value of education, where seamanship and outdoor skills are more highly 
valued than a college degree, it is highly unlikely that most families will 
embrace the constant diligence and responsibility needed to ensure that 
their children are receiving high quality education through 
correspondence study. Such diligence and responsibility will be an 
absolute necessity if the centralized program is removed as a stable and 
viable option.

C. Closing ACS Fails to Fulfill Legislative In ten t Because ACS’ Services 
Arc N ot Duplicative o f O ther D istrict P rogram s and  a Com paratively 
Large E nro llm ent Shows th a t ACS Is Valued and  Utilized by Many 
Alaskans

Although the legislation is aimed at cutting the costs o f‘duplicative services’ provided by 

district programs,3 there is a fundamental problem with this approach: ACS is not providing 

services ‘duplicative’ of other district correspondence programs. In order to be ‘duplicative,’ the 

service must be exactly the same.-' This is not the case. ACS is providing teachers trained and

2 See Dropout Rates in 2000-2001 found at http://www.educ.state.ak.us/stats/dropoutrates/2000- 
2001dropoutratesbyethnicity.pdf.
3 See Governor’s Letter ("Eliminating the , ,CS program will eliminate the duplicative services 
currently being provided by school districts enrolling and serving correspondence students statewide.”).
4 See Webster’s College Dictionary, defining ‘duplicative’ as an adj. of ‘duplicate’ -  “a copy exactly like the 
original; anything corresponding in all respects to something else.”
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accredited at every grade level. ACS is providing constantly updated educational materials and 

lesson plans (which are often used by the district programs). ACS is providing superior library' 

services and student activities to rural students. District programs, on the other hand, provide 

only a few teachers to administer the program for all students, often depend on ACS for their 

updated educational materials and do not provide the same extensive library services and 

student activities that ACS is able to provide to its students. While districts may choose to shunt 

some of their funding to a local correspondence program, it is unfair to remove ACS as an 

educational choice when its services are certainly not ‘duplicative’ of local programs.

Additionally, public information available on Alaska’s schools fails to show why the 

centralized correspondence program, an important and fundamental service being provided to 

the State’s residents, is being unfairly targeted by this legislation. According to the Alaska 

Department of Education and Early Development Office of Data Management, 34 out of the 54 

school districts in the State (not counting ACS, which is considered a district for this purpose) 

boast lower enrollment than ACS as of October 1, 2002.5 indeed, many of these school districts 

fall short of ACS’ current enrollment by several hundred students. Clearly residents in the State 

of Alaska see the value of the centralized correspondence program and are continuing to utilize it 

despite the fact other options may be available to them. 6

In closing, I ask that you please carefully consider the proposed legislation and do your 

part in preventing it from becoming law. If you would like to discuss anything with me

5 See Alaska Department of Education and Early Development Office of Data Management, statistics on school 
enrollment as of October 1,2001 and October 1,2003 found at 
http://www.educ.state.ak.us/stats/schoolenrollment/2003schoolenrollment.pdf and
http://www.educ.state.ak.us/stats/schoolenrollment/2003schoolcnroHment.pdf. The 2003 documents shows that 724 
students were enrolled in ACS as of October 1. 2002.
6 See id. The fact that enrollment at ACS fell in the last year does not provide proper justification to close the school. 
While certainly the enrollment at ACS fell between 2001 and 2002, so did the enrollment in 32 other districts in the 
State (2 districts remained the same and 20 districts showed an increase in enrollment). None of these other districts 
face the possibility of being closed down.
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personally, please feel free to contact me at the information above or at the offices of Quinn 

Emanuel Urquhart Oliver & Hedges, LLP, (213) 443-3183 (direct line).

Sincerely,

Mieke K. Malmberg, Esq.

cc: Grace R. Malmberg, home teacher



[Fwd: HBI74-Proposed Closure o f Correspondence]

*f
Subject: [Fwd: HB174-Proposed Closure of Correspondence]

Date: Thu, 03 Apr 2003 11:45:24 -0900
From: Bruce Weyhrauch <Representative_Bruce_Weyhrauch@Legis.state.ak.us> 

Organization: Aiaska State Legislature
To: Ginny Austerman <Ginny_Austerman@legis.state.ak.us>

b i l l  f i l e  p l e a s e

Subject: HB174-Proposed Closure of Correspondence 
Date: Thu, 3 Apr 2003 11:18:40 -0800 

From: "Malmberg, Tatiana" <TMalmberg@vvii.com>
To: '"representative_bruce_weyhrauch@legis.state.ak.us"' <representative_bruce_weyhrauch@Iegis.s 

"'representativeJim_holm@legis.state.ak.us'" <representativeJim_holm@legis.state.ak.us>, 
"'representalive_nancy_dahlstrom@legis.state.ak.us"' <representative_nancy_dahlslrom@!egis.st 
'"representative_bob_lynn@legis.state.ak.us"' <representative_bob_Iynn@legis.state.ak.us>, 
"'representative_paul_seaton@legis.state.ak.us'" <representative_paul_seaton@Iegis.state.ak.us>. 
'"representative_ethan_berkowitz@legis.state.ak.us"’ <representative_ethan_berkowitz@legis.sta 
"'representative_max_gruenberg@legis.stEte.ak.us'" <representative_max_gruenberg@legis.state

Dear House Committee on S t a t e  A f f a i r s :

I t  h as  come to  my a t t e n t i o n  t h a t  th e  S t a t e  o f  A laska  i s  s e r i o u s l y  
c o n s id e r i n g  c l o s i n g  down th e  S t a t e ' s  c e n t r a l i z e d  c o r re sp o n d e n c e  program 
(A lyeska C e n t r a l  School)  i n  ox'der to  remove th e  c o s t s  o f  what h as  been c i t e d  
a s  " d u p l i c a t i v e  s e r v i c e s "  p ro v id e d  by d i s t r J o c  p rog ram s.  I  u n d e r s ta n d  t h a t  
t h i s  House B i l l  was r e c e n t l y  r e f e r r e d  to  y o u r  com m ittee .

As a fo rm er  ACS s t u d e n t  I  am vehem en tly  opposed  to  t h i s  l e g i s l a t i o n .  I grew 
up on a rem o te  hom estead  on K odiak I s l a n d
and was e n r o l l e d  i n  ACS from th e  f i r s t  g ra d e  th ro u g h  th e  n i n t h  g ra d e .  1 am
now a c o l l e g e  g r a d u a t e  and employed a s  a
S e n io r  B u s in e s s  A n a ly s t  in  P o r t l a n d ,  Oregon f o r  one o f  th e  l a r g e s t  wood 
p r o d u c ts  com panies i n  t h e  w o r ld .

I know f i r s t  hand th e  q u a l i t y  of e d u c a t io n  t h a t  ACS d e l i v e r s  and f i n d  i t  
h a rd  t o  b e l i e v e  t h a t  th e  S t a t e  o f  A laska  i s
a c t u a l l y  c o n s id e r i n g  rem oving ACS a s  an o p t i o n .  ACS' s e r v i c e s  a r e  f a r
s u p e r i o r  and c e r t a i n l y  n o t  " d u p l i c a t i v e "  o f
th o s e  s e r v i c e s  d e l i v e r e d  by d i s t r i c t  c o r re s p o n d e n c e  p rogram s. T h is  i s  
b e ca u se  ACS s e r v i c e s  have t e a c h e r s  a c c r e d i t e d
a t  e v e ry  s i n g l e  g ra d e  l e v e l  i n s t e a d  o f  th e  d i s t r i c t  program s w hich te n d  to  
have o n ly  a  few t e a c h e r s  to  a d m in i s t e r
c u r r i c u l a  a c r o s s  s e v e r a l  s t u d e n t s  and  m u l t i p l e  g ra d e  l e v e l s .  A d d i t i o n a l l y ,
ACS u p d a te s  and d e v e lo p s  t h e i r  e d u c a t io n a l  m a t e r i a l s  so  t h a t  th e y  a r e  
c o n t in u o u s ly  d e l i v e r i n g  h ig h  q u a l i t y  e d u c a t io n a l  s e r v i c e s  to  t h e i r  r u r a l  
s t u d e n t s .  In  f a c t ,
i f  I  remember c o r r e c t l y ,  t h e  d i s t r i c t  p rogram s o f t e n  u t i l i z e  m a t e r i a l s  and 
l e s s o n  p l a n s  d e v e lo p e d  by ACS i n  t h e i r  own p ro g ra m s .

L eav ing  c o r re s p o n d e n c e  to  th e  d i s t r i c t  l e v e l  i s  a h o r r i f i c  id e a  and w i l l  
o n ly  r e s u l t  in  chaos  and a low er q u a l i t y  o f  e d u c a t io n  b e c a u se  t h e r e  w i l l  be 
few er t e a c h e r s  and  l e s s  o f  a commitment to  th e  d i s t r i c t s  r u r a l  s t u d e n t s .
A d d i t i o n a l l y
i t  w i l l  be im p o s s ib le  t o  c o n t in u o u s ly  u p d a te  and d ev e lo p  new m a t e r i a l  w i th  a 
s m a l l e r  s t a f f  t h a t  i s  n o t  t r a i n e d  and
a c c r e d i t e d  a t  e v e ry  g ra d e  f o r  w hich they  a r e  r e s p o n s i b l e .

P lease  p re v e n t t h i s  l e g i s l a t i o n  Erom becoming law, th e reb y  removing a
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d ep en d a b le  and h ig h  q u a l i t y  e d u c a t io n a l  c h o ic e
t h a t  c u r r e n t l y  e x i s t s  f o r  th e  S t a t e ' s  r u r a l  r e s i d e n t s .

S in c e r e ly ,
C

T a t i a n a  Malmberg

S e n io r  A n a ly s t  
W eyerhaeuser  Company 
P o r t l a n d ,  OR 
(503) 412-2043 
Fax: (503) 273-5602



RE: HB 174, Correspondence Study

Subject: RE: HB 174, Correspondence Study 
Date: Mon, 10 Mar 2003 22:50:26 -0900 

From: Doris Robbins <drobbins@gci.net>
To: Representative_Carl_Gatto@legis.state.ak.us, Representative_Paul_Seaton@legis.state.ak.us 

Representative_John_Coghill@legis.state.ak.us, 
Representative_Peggy_Wilson@legis.state.ak.us,
Representative_Les_Gara@legis.state.ak.u.s, Representative_KelIy_Wolf@legis.state.ak.us, 
Representative_Mary_Kapsner@legis.state.ak.us,
Representative Beth Kerttula <Representative_Beth_Kerttula@legis.state.ak.us>,
Senator Kim Elton <Senator_Kim_£lton@legis.state.ak.us>,
Senator Bruce Weyhrauch <Representative_Bruce_Weyhrauch@Iegis.state.ak.us>

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s ,

Did you know t h a t  A lyeska  C e n t r a l  C orrespondence  i s  th e  o n ly  A laska  
p u b l i c  s ch o o l t h a t  meets th e  "Leave no c h i l d  beh ind"  s ta n d a r d s ?  The 
sch o o l s e rv e s  more th a n  1,000 s tu d e n t s  a c r o s s  th e  S t a t e  from o f f i c e s  in  
th e  G o ld b e l t  B u i ld in g  in  Ju n eau .  No e x t r a  rooms f o r  s t u d e n t s  o r  d e sk s ,  
i t  i s  v e ry  eco n o m ica l .  Reviewing th e  "R eport Card f o r  s c h o o ls "  on th e  
S t a t e  EED web s i t e ,  i t  i s  th e  o n ly  c o r re sp o n d en ce  program  in  A laska  
t h a t  I  c o u ld  f i n d  which i s  a c c r e d i t e d .  Having used  th e  s c h o o l  one y e a r  
f o r  my own c h i l d r e n ,  I  know f i r s t  hand o f  th e  e x c e l l e n t  work th e y  do.

A lso , s tu d y  m a t e r i a l s  f o r  co r re sp o n d en ce  a r e  d i f f e r e n t  th a n  r e g u l a r  
f a c e - t o - f a c e  l e s s o n  m a t e r i a l s .  S ince  i t  means ru n n in g  a s e p a r a t e  
program f o r  c o r re sp o n d en ce  s tu d e n t s ,  I d o n ' t  s ee  how e x t r a  program s can 
be ru n  from i n d i v i d u a l  s c h o o ls  a c r o s s  th e  S t a t e  and be econom ica l o r  
q u a l i t y  p rogram s.

A lyeska re a c h e s  s tu d e n t s  by m a i l ,  te le p h o n e ,  and i n t e r n e t .  They a l s o  
have s e v e r a l  on l i n e  c l a s s e s  f o r  h igh  sch o o l s tu d e n t s .  T each ers  
r e g u l a r l y  communicate w ith  s tu d e n t s  and p a r e n t s  and a r e  a v a i l a b l e  f o r
h e lp  w ith  homework. A f te r  l e a r n i n g  abou t th e  p la n s  f o r  c l o s i n g  th e
s c h o o l ,  I em a ile d  some o f th e  t e a c h e r s  l a s t  Sunday, e x p e c t in g  an answ er 
no e a r l i e r  than  Monday. To my s u r p r i s e ,  some o f  them were a t  work on 
Sunday and I r e c e iv e d  b o th  a c a l l  and an em ail re s p o n s e .

B efore  t h i s  sch o o l  i s  d is m a n t le d  w ith o u t  knowing th e  f a c t s ,  j u s t  t o  make 
an a r b i t r a r y  c u t  i n  e x p en ses ,  make s u re  you check  i t  o u t .  You may f in d  
t h a t  i t  i s  th e  b e s t  b a r g a in  around , and a r o l e  model f o r  a l l  o f  ou r
s c h o o ls .  You d o n ' t  have to o  f a r  to  go i f  you wanted to  i n v e s t i g a t e  i t
f i r s t  hand.

Thank you f o r  y ou r  c o n s i d e r a t i o n ,

D oris  Robbins 
PO Box 21011 
Juneau ,  AK 99802 
(907)364-3267
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Concern respecting Truth in Education Story

Subject: Concern respecting Truth in Education Story 
Date: Wed, 05 Mar 2003 12:26:58 -0500 

From: "J Allan MacKinnon" <jallan2760@email.com>
To: representative_bruce_weyhrauch@legis.state.ak.us,

representative_beth_kerttula@legis.state.ak.us, senator_kim_elton@legis.state.ak.us

Dear F r i e n d s :
Thank you a l l  f o r  y o u r  e a r  and r e p r e s e n t i n g  th e  Juneau  p o p u l a t i o n .  At f i r s t  t h i s  
com m unication  i s  coming from A l la n  MacKinnon as  an i n d i v i d u a l  and i s  n o t  from 
M a rg a re t .  On th e  f a c e  o f  i t  - - i t  would a p p e a r  t h a t  i t  i s  s e l f  s e r v in g  s in c e  my wife 
i s  A c t in g  D i r e c t o r  o f  A lyeska  C e n t r a l  S choo l.
However, when m a t e r i a l  i s  p u t  fo rw ard  as  f a c t ;  I am d i s t u r b e d  a t  m i s p r e p r e s e n ta t io n  
and from my p e r s p e c t i v e  i f  must be th e  TRUTH.
The r e l e a s e  t h a t  you r e c e iv e d  and i s  o u t  t h e r e  from th e  Dept o f  Ed and th e
G o v e rn o r 's  O f f i c e  r e s p e c t i n g  th e  c l o s i n g  o f  A lyeska  C e n t r a l  School i s  a v e ry  r e a l
c o n c e rn .
1. C ost S av ings
I t  s av es  th e  S t a t e  n o th in g ;  a l l  th e  funds  a r e  F o u n d a tio n  Formula money which would
s t i l l  be t h e r e  and s p e n t  by o t h e r s ;
2 . R eal Im p ac t .  Loss o f  50 jo b s  in  th e  EED and Juneau .
3 . D u p l ic a te  S e r v i c e s ;  th e  p r e v io u s  com m iss ioner and b o a rd  o f  e d u c a t io n  a l low ed  
d i s t r i c t s  t o  b e g in  s e r v in g  p u p i l s  O u ts id e  t h e i r  b o u n d a r ie s  s e v e r a l  y e a r s  ago. These 
d i s t r i c t s  borrow ed t r i e d  and t r u e  e x p e r t i s e  from A lyeska  t o  p roduce  t h e i r  program s. 
They d u p l i c a t e d  th e  S t a t e  m andated d i s t a n c e  d e l i v e r y  o f  c o u r s e s ;  n o t  th e  o t h e r  way 
a ro u n d .
4 . The v a r i o u s  d i s t r i c t  o f f e r e d  program s f o r  c o r re sp o n d e n c e  o r  n o t  o f  th e  same 
c a l i b r e  a s  t h e  ACS o f f e r i n g s .  ACS has  custom  w r i t t e n  A la sk a  b a se d  c o u r s e s .  ACS has 
a c t u a l  t e a c h e r s  c o r r e c t i n g  th e  work o f  s tu d e n t s  and m o n i to r in g  p r o g r e s s  to  
c o m p le t io n  and s u c c e s s .  Many o f  th e  o t h e r  c o r re sp o n d e n c e  (home s c h o o l in g )  o p t io n s  
Allow p a r e n t s  t o  c o r r e c t  th e  work w i th  l i t t l e  o r  no m o n i to r in g  o f  q u a l i t y  o r  outcome 
by a c c r e d i t e d  s t a f f .
5. The S t a f f  a t  ACS was b l i n d - s i d e d  by th e  A d m in i s t r a t i o n  when th e y  c o u ld  f i n d  no 
p l a c e s  t o  c u t  i n  th e  E d u c a t io n  D ept.  Most program s a r e  f o u n d a t io n  funded, f e d e r a l  
funded  o r  r e q u i r e d  by law!
6. The S t a f f  a t  ACS i s  t e r r i b l y  d i s r u p t e d ;  do th e y  b e g in  t o  c l o s e  down; look  f o r  
o t h e r  jo b s  o r  what?
7. The program  has  been  around  s in c e  1939 and m o d if ie d  i n  s t a t u t e  some y e a r s  ago to
be th e  S ta te w id e  a l t e r n a t i v e  a v a i l a b l e  t o  a l l  s t u d e n t s  no m a t t e r  where th e y  r e s id e
i n  th e  s t a t e .  Should  i t  be c lo s e d  d o w n - -a l l  s t u d e n t s  i n  t h e  S t a t e  can n o t  be se rv ed
by l o c a l  d i s t r i c t s ,  s h o u ld  n o t  be and would be " l e f t  b e h in d ."
8. With t h e  l a t e s t  F e d e ra l  m andates c o n c e rn in g  e x c e l l e n c e  i n  e d u c a t io n  and 
m o n i to r in g  o f  o u t c o m e s - - th i s  f l y s  i n  th e  f a c e  o f  a l l  th e  r e q u i r e m e n t s  o f  "No C h ild  
L e f t  E e h in d ."
9. A lyeska C e n t r a l  School has  been  c i t e d  as  th e  "crown je w e l"  i n  th e  d e p a r tm e n t 's  
o f f e r i n g s  w i th  an e x c e l l e n c e  i n  t e a c h in g  s t a f f ,  w r i t i n g  o f  c u r r ic u lu m ,  c r e a t i o n  o f  a 
web b a s e a  s c h o o l  and r e c o g n i t i o n  o f  i t s  g r a d u a t e s .
10. The ACS Summer S choo l,  which i s  i n  h ig h  demand, i s  one o f  th o s e  i te m s  which, in  
some c a s e s ,  i s  p a id  f o r  by  th e  r e c i p i e n t - - n o t  f o u n d a t io n  fu n d s .  However, i t  i s  th e  
o n ly  summer s c h o o l  o f f e r i n g  o f  th e  q u a l i t y  t o  s a t i s f y  th o u sa n d s  o f  p a r e n t s  and 
s t u d e n t s  s e e k in g  to  co m p le te  t h e i r  e d u c a t io n  r e q u i r e m e n ts .
11. T h is  i s  th e  second  d i s r u p t i o n  f o r  s t a f f  a t  ACS. The p r e v io u s  d i r e c t o r  and 
com m iss ioner  had g iv e n  n o t i c e  o f  m a ss iv e  l a y o f f s  i n  J a n u a ry  which v e ry  much a f f e c t e d  
m ora le  a t  t h e  i n s t i t u t i o n .  T h is  i s  a second  d i s r u p t i o n  o f  a much more p u b l i c  and 
g ra v e  n a t u r e .

Thank you f o r  y ou r  i n i t i a l  comments i n  t h e  media f o l k s .  T h is  i s  a s e r i o u s  s i t u a t i o n  
and  would r e a l l y  im pac t t h e  E d u c a t io n  o f f e r i n g s  o f  th e  S t a t e  a s  we seek  t o  g ra d u a te  
more y o u th  no m a t t e r  where th e y  l i v e .

A gain , M arg a re t  i s  n o t  a  p a r t y  to  t h i s  com m unica tion . She does  n o t  know t h a t  I  am 
w r i t i n g  you . P le a s e  u se  t h e s e  comments i n  y ou r  d e l i b e r a t i o n s  any way you w ish . 
However, p l e a s e  do n o t  use  my name due to  th e  n a t u r e  o f  e v e r y o n e 's  w e l l  b e in g .
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Thanks f o r  you r  s u p p o r t  o f  e d u c a t io n  and y o u th  i n  th e  S t a t e  o f  A lask a .  
R e s p e c t f u l l y  and w ith  k in d  r e g a r d s ,
A lla n
J .  A l la n  MacKinnon 
l i f e  long  A laskan

S ig n -u p  f o r  y o u r  own FREE P e r s o n a l i z e d  E -m ail  a t  M ail.com  
h t t p : / /w w w .m ail . co m /?sr= s iqnup

Meet S in g le s
h t t p : / / c o r p . m a i l . c o m / l a v a l i f e
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[Fwd: Mouse Bill 174]

Subject: [Fwd: House Bill 174]
Date: Mon, 07 Apr 2003 10:54:32 -0800

From: Bruce Weyhrauch <Representative_Bruce_Weyhrauch@Legis.state.ak.us> 
Organization: Alaska State Legislature

To: Ginny Austennan <Ginny_Austerman@legis.state.ak.us>

f o r  th e  f i l e

Subject: House Bill 174
Date: Mon, 07 Apr 2003 09:07:51 -0800 

From: boys3andagirl <boys3andagirl@alaska.net>
To: <Representative_Bruce_Weyhrauch@legis.state.ak.us>,

<Representati ve_J i m_Holm @ legis.state.ak.us>,
<Representative_Nancy_Dahlstrom@legis.stale.ak.us>,
<Representative_Bob_Lynn@legis.state.ak.us>,
<Representative_Paul_Seaton@legis.state.ak.us>,
<Represenlative_Ethan_Berkowitz@legis.state.ak.us>,
<Representative_Max_Gruenberg@legis.state.ak.us>

Dear Representatives of the House State Affairs:

My name is Jathan E. Day, and I am a student through Alyeska Central School, a correspondence school.
I am writing in regard to House Bill 174, which would ultimately shut down Alyeska Central School 
according to Frank Murkowski's budget plan, in order to eliminate duplicate services and to save on 
government spending. I would like to make a strong objection to this proposal.

For the past month or so, I have been writing these letters to the committees of which this bill has passed 
through, and quite frankly, I am not satisfied with the way this bill has been handled. It seems to me that 
some of you representatives think that we won’t be greatly affected by any change that you make to a 
system, and that is where you are absolutely incorrect. We elected you into office with the promise that you 
would work to better Alaska, not to change it in some drastic way that causes problems and disagreements 
among the people. You are supposed to work fo r  us, not the other way around.
I am sick and tired of writing these letters to committees who are not listening to us. It seems that I am not 

being aggresive enough with my politicians. Do not confuse our seriousness with simple government 
participation; we are dead serious. We don't really appreciate it when our supposed leaders are taking 
money and hope from places that are good and healthy to us. I am prepared to defend this case like a 
mother bear would her cubs. I do not want to see the death of such a wonderful and experienced place like 
ACS. I stand today with countless others who are in support for keeping ACS open. WE WILL NOT 
ACCEPT "NO" AS AN ANSWER!!!
I would like to once more go over the many qualities of Alyeska Central School, and why it is more than 

obvious that it should stay open.

HISTORY of ACS:

Alyeska Central School has been a constant and unconditional source of education since 1939. This 
means not only that the school has been providing these fantastic services for nearly 64 years, but it also 
means that this school is one of the most experienced schools in the entire state of Alaska. ACS had 
provided educational serivices to people who were living in the isolated areas of the state, but in these past 
years, they have evolved to benifit not only those who are in isolation, but those in communities, as well. 
ACS works for just about anyone in the state of Alaska.
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[Fwd: f louse Bill >74]

Let me make one thing explicitly clear, ladies and gentlemen. Alyeska Central School is not a duplicate 
service. Whoever came up with this idea needs to have his or her head rearranged. There are so many 
services that ACS provides that many of these other correspondence schools in Alaska do not. There is 
simply no competition when it comes to ACS.
ACS has a large staff of fine teachers who write many of the courses that the school provides. This means 

that they are able to complete pretty large amounts of work and grade lessons/units, as well. The courses 
are well-planned, and the instructions make it very simple to carry out the day's work. If there is any 
amount of confusion, one can contact their course's corresponding teacher at the toll free  number.
To make up for the courses that ACS does not have, they have volunteered other correspondence schools 

from places such as Nebraska and North Dakota, who do teach them. In addition, the teachers at ACS even 
teach some of the out-of-state courses as well! There is pretty much nothing that this school cannot offer to 
students!

ACS offers a wide range of both core subjects and electives. They range from the very basic (for those 
who are slow learners, or need extra reinforcement) to the very complex (for those who are college-bound, 
or those who have a strong base in any one subject). ACS offers a myriad, and I put an emphasis on 
"myriad", of electives to choose from. There would be no possible way for a student to take every single 
elective; there are just so many. They offer language courses, job skill courses, you name it, they more than 
likely have it.
ACS also has a Parent Advisory Council, which does a lot of activities and helps other families with 

homeschooling, as well. ACS has so much to offer for a student! They really are an original 
correspondence school. When I think of corresponence schools, I think of ACS first, and I know that there 
are countless others who agree with me.

ACS UNDERSTANDING:

One of the most remarkable things about ACS is the staff. The teachers are some of the most open and 
understanding that I have ever been graced to know. I would like to mention a few, because they deserve 
the credit for such an outstanding job!
Gayle Goedde, an English teacher, has been the absolute best English teacher I've ever had. She has 

allowed me to open up myself and discover the various aspects of my humanness. She has also allowed the 
freedom to delve into my dark side, and to bring the negativity from the inside out. This is very important 
to me as a person, because I know there are many other teachers who would not let me be so open. 
Alexander Dolitsky, a social studies teacher, has been my social studies teacher through all my years of 

high school. I want to take another course with him, but I can't do that if you politicians get the upper hand, 
now can I? He is probably the most knowledgable individual I know. He has taught me how to see the 
beauty in cultures and in our own country's history, and it has certainly paid off.
Carolyn Stegner, an art teacher, has been my foundation in this fight to save ACS. She is the one who 

inspired me to fight for this excellent cause. She is also another one of those teachers who have let me be 
open and honest about life, and I have shown that in my own art. Like I said earlier, this is not just my 
fight, this is a fight for anyone who gives even a tiny care.

These teachers are not something that you can just throw away. I, as a student, am not just something you 
can throw away, either. This department takes a very serious and personal interest in every single student, 
no matter how lousy their work is. This is how much ACS means to me, ladies and gentlemen.
There is also one thing about ACS that sets itself apart from other schools (period). ACS does not have a 

school schedule, but rather a year round schedule. This is wonderful for students who just can't get their 
work in on time. This is also wonderful for people like me, who are late with work because of personal 
problems. If you must know, I have been through several depressions. These :pressions ave lasted

SERVICES that ACS OFFERS:
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anywhere from a week to a couple of months. As a result, I am a year behind in school. ACS did not, 
however, throw me out the door. They kept me on because they want me to succeed, and I wish nothing but 
the same to them as well. I am relieved to know that ACS let me work through school dictated by how I 
was feeling. I did not have some strict schedule to adhere to, or some extension fee that I would have to no 
doubt pay. They understood me, and then let me get back to work. Many other students like myself and 
families need this kind of understanding. This is why many of us stick around.

YOUR STUPID "MONEY PROBLEMS":

According to the government of Alaska, Alaska has a budget gap that needs to be filled. Frank 
Murkowski is wrong for cutting the many programs in Alaska that everyone enjoys. He is only rubbing us 
the wrong way. There are always other ways that you could fill the gap. One of you representatives had a 
really excellent idea, ladies and gentlemen. We really should tax cruise passengers $100.00 a head. That 
would bring in so much revenue, it's not funny. I implore you to go that route and any other similar idea 
rather than cut ACS. That fact that it brings in $5-million-some-odd a year does not mean it is wasting 
government money. It means that they are an excellent school, and deserve to be credited as a original, 
experienced, and well-supported correspondence school, because they are.
I want to have faith in my decision makers. Quite frankly, however, you are not making some good 

decisions lately. I want you to please keep ACS open. If you are the intelligent, responsible representatives 
that I think you are, then you will find some other way that will not hurt us.

ACS is my home. I have never been more proud of a school than I have been of ACS. Together, we 
really are a family, and we are not going to let somebody trample on us just like that. We are going to fight 
this until you are so annoyed that you will finally see the right thing to do. This is our home, and it's high 
time we defended it.
I am going to get some e-mails of support to show you the level of commitment that is involved here, 

ladies and gentlemen. I want you to see how very desperate we are to keep our school open. DON'T,
I repeat, DON'T CLOSE OUR SCHOOL!!!

Thank you for hearing me out, and I hope that some sense will kick in.
Jathan E. Day
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HB-174 and SB-107 are companion bills offered by the Governor’s office whose initial 
fiscal notes purported to “save” $5.5M through closing Alyeska Central School (District).

1. FISCAL NOTE REDUCED BY GOVERNOR FROM  $5.1 M TO  S1.2M

A recent letter from the Governor’s budget office (copy attached as a Word.doc) indicates this 
has been amended to SI .2M, although the fiscal notes attached still (on the web, at least) cite 
S5.5M.

The reason for this reduction is as follows (quote from attached letter from Governor):

“The closure of Alyeska Central School will result in savings of $1.2 million 
to the state. The school’s other $4.3 million in funding will be distributed 
around the state to other programs in which the students enroll.”

This savings is not realized through closure of the school itself, but only closure of the summer 
school. ACS is the ONLY such summer program offered for Alaskan students to avoid 
repeating classes in the regular school year, and has been used by all school districts of the 
state. The school employs teachers from around the state, most on summer vacation, to teach 
the students. It is, however, distinct from the regular school, and to cease this service (and save 
$1.2M) does not require school or district closure.

2. “ DU PLICA TIO N  O F SERV ICES” NONEXISTANT

Alyeska Central School (ACS) is now smaller in enrollment than at least one other distance 
education program. The following quote is f r  n the attached letter from the Governor:

“Some 8,000 students are currently enrolled in correspondence programs around 
the state. Of these 8,000 students, approximately 640 are enrolled at Alyeska as 
full-time students. Another 400 students enroll in a few classes at ACS, but 
attend school elsewhere.”

Note first that districts from around the state have SELECTED Alyeska for 400 of their 
students. Apparently in these districts, many of whom have their own “duplicative” programs, 
ACS is the “school of choice.”

There exists at least one program which is larger than ACS. The following quote is from the 
attached letter from the Governor:

“By eliminating Alyeska, other district correspondence programs will step 
forward to fill this role. These programs have proven their success and 
popularity. The Galena Interior Distance Education of Alaska (IDEA) 
program alone serves 3,700 students.”

The cited “IDEA” program is the largest such program and exemplifies services offered by 
most other districts. It is advertised on the web (http://www.ideafamilies.org/) as follows, and 
is quite different, rather than “duplicative” (compete page attached as a Word.doc):

http://www.ideafamilies.org/


Choice o f curricular materials
IDEA: “You may use any material you deem appropriate for your children”

ACS: Materials are provided by ACS:

Allotments

IDEA: “Allotments are provided for each student, added together into a family 
allotment. These can be used for academics including the traditional core subject areas 
of math, social studies, science, and language arts as well as for lessons in areas such as 
art, sports, and music. The allotment amount is $1400 for grades K-3, $1600 for grades 
4-8, and $1800 for grades 9-12. If you enroll older children, you may also enroll 4- 
year-old preschoolers, receiving an allotment of $200 for them.

ACS: Does not allot funds to parents, nor allocate funds for art supplies, bicycles, 
music lessons, etc. ACS does not operate a pre-school program nor receive funds for 
such. All materials for all courses are provided by the school as either expendable items 
or require return.

Equipment

IDEA: “We provide you with a Windows computer and a multi-function office 
machine (printer/fax/copier/scanncr) as needed. A refundable $100 cash deposit is 
required for the office machine. The computers can be received in exchange for a $200 
cash deposit or you may lease them from us with a yearly allotment deduction.”

ACS: Computers are “loaners.”

Curriculum

IDEA: “IDEA sponsors a Curriculum Fair each spring in Anchorage, Fairbanks, 
Soldotna, and Juneau. Vendors come from all over the country to share their products 
at booths and their knowledge in workshops. IDEA families attend free.”

ACS: Curriculum is provided directly. Students and parents do not select their own 
books and materials.

Progress Assessment

IDEA: “As the parent/teacher, you need to report your students' progress to us twice a 
year. This is done through Progress Reports for grades K-8 and High School Evaluation 
forms provided on this website. We will be glad to offer suggestions and assistance in 
grading if you wish.”

ACS: Progress is monitored and evaluated (graded) at least monthly by certificated 
teachers of the appropriate grade level or content area. Parents and/or students do not 
provide grades to the teacher.



IDEA: “In accordance with state regulations, your contact teacher must document 
communication with you on a monthly basis. This can be as simple as a short phone 
call, an exchange of e-mails, visiting when you drop by the office, or even bumping 
into you in the store.”

ACS: ACS teachers contact each student at least monthly via lessons submitted, letters, 
e-mail, phone, fax, etc. Bumping into students at the store doesn’t count as submission 
of required work.

ACCRED ITA TION :

None of the Alaskan schools on line are accredited except Alyeska which is fully accredited as 
a K-12 school. The military services and institutions of higher learning do not accept home- 
school curriculum and grades assigned by parents, but do recognize curricula and grades from 
accredited schools, including Alyeska Central School.

■ Monthly Contact

SUMMARY:

• The only savings now included in the fiscal note (see Governor’s letter) is $ 1.2M 
through closure of ACS “SUMMER SCHOOL.” Closure of Summer School is a 
consideration independent of closure of the regular school.

• The only apparent duplication of services is in name. While programs such as IDEA 
appeal to thousands of Alaskans because of the independence from traditional 
regimens through provision of allotments, ACS is still the choice for over 1,000 
students, parents, and school counselors. This is so because it is a “traditional” distance 
education program, fully accredited, and similar to the methodology employed by the 
University of Alaska and many other similar institutions. ACS district is currently, I 
believe, number 20 out of 54 in the state in student enrollment. There is NO other 
district in Alaska that provides “duplication” of ACS.

• The quality level of ACS seems not at all in question, as demonstrated by its regular 
high standing in all the various state-wide assessments.

If the ACS Summer School is considered an “unaffordable education luxuty,” then so be it. 
Since a study has never been conducted, it is arguable whether any true savings have been 
realized from success in summer school versus having students repeat a year in school or finish 
High School with a certificate of attendance vice a diploma, hi any event, however, the “baby” 
doesn’t need to be “thrown out with the wash.”

It is unfortunate that the previous administration provided closure of ACS as an option 
to the new Governor to presumably save funding. As a strong supporter of the Governor for 
many years I have never seen a comparable “red herring” slipped into his hand by his own staff 
or appointees. The Knowles Administration appointees authored this embarrassment for the



Governor. I have my own personal opinions why this was done to him, but of course they are 
not germane to the issue.

I appreciate your attention, and hope you will assist the Governor in the long term by 
continued support of ACS.

Sincerely,

John J. (“Jack”) Cadigan 
Captain, U.S. Coast Guard (Retired)
Also:

• Local business owner
» Alaska resident since 1965
• Retired teacher of Physics, Mathematics, Physical Science, Computer Science at 

Alyeska Central School



[Fwd: ACS closure]

Subject: [Fwd: ACS closure]
Date: Wed, 23 Apr 2003 09:50:45 -0800

From : Bruce Weyhrauch <Representative_Bruce_Weyhrauch@Legis.state.ak.us> 
O rganization: Alaska State Legislature

To: Ginny Austerman <Ginny_Austerman@Iegis.state.ak.us>

b i l l  f i l e  p l e a s e

Subject: ACS closure
Date: Wed, 23 Apr 2003 05:26:27 +0000 

From : "Larry Hura" <huracarp@hotmail.com>
To: Representative_Bruce_Weyhrauch@legis.state.ak.us

Dear L e g i s l a t o r s ,

As an e d u c a to r  and a p a r e n t  I  want t o  v o ic e  my c o n c e rn s  ab o u t  th e  G o v e rn o r ' s 
p ro p o s a l  and su b se q u e n t  a c t i o n s  o f  th e  l e g i s l a t u r e  t o  c l o s e  A lyeska  C e n t r a l  
S c h o o l .

I  would l i k e  to  p o i n t  o u t  t o  you an i n c i d e n t  from my own p e r s o n a l  e x p e r ie n c e  
which I  f e e l  i s  an a d d i t i o n a l  j u s t i f i c a t i o n  f o r  k eep in g  th e  program  open.
My son , a  s e n i o r  a t  JDHS, a p p l i e d  f o r  ad m iss io n  to  th e  C a l i f o r n i a  S t a t e  
U n iv e r s i t y  system  l a s t  November. In  J a n u a ry  th e  u n i v e r s i t y  in fo rm ed  him 
t h a t  he needed  a n o t h e r  s e m e s te r  o f  E n g l is h  to  be a c c e p te d .  The s e m e s te r  a t  
th e  h ig h  sch o o l had  a l r e a d y  begun so I  tu rn e d  to  A lyeska  C e n t r a l  S c h o o l . I  
was a b l e  to  e n r o l l  him a s  a t u i t i o n  s tu d e n t  i n  an E n g l i s h  c o u r s e .  B efo re  
f i n a l i z i n g  t h i s ,  I  c a l l e d  th e  C a l i f o r n i a  U n iv e r s i t y  system  to  be s u re  th e y  
would a c c e p t  c r e d i t  from a c o r re s p o n d e n c e  c o u r s e .  They in fo rm ed  me th e y  
would a c c e p t  c o u r s e s  from A lyeska  b eca u se  i t  i s  a c c r e d i t e d ,  b u t  th e y  would 
n o t  a c c e p t  c o u r s e s  from n o n - a c c r e d i t e d  c o r re sp o n d e n c e  p ro g ram s. Had I  
e n r o l l e d  him i n  IDEA, o r  a n o th e r  o f  t h e  u n a c c r e d i t e d  c o r re sp o n d e n c e  program s 
in  t h e  s t a t e ,  th e  c o u r s e  would n o t  have been a c c e p ta b l e .

T h is  example p o i n t s  o u t  t h a t  even th o s e  s tu d e n t s  who a r e  n o t  e n r o l l e d  
f u l l - t i m e  a t  A lyeska  C orrespondence  School do b e n e f i t  from h av in g  t h i s  
program  a v a i l a b l e .  I t  seems t h a t  you have h e a rd  h o u rs  and h o u rs  o f  
te s t im o n y  in  f a v o r  o f  k eep ing  t h i s  exem plary  co r re sp o n d e n c e  program  open, so 
p l e a s e  do w h a t ' s  b e s t  f o r  t h e  s tu d e n t s  o f  A lask a ,  i n s t e a d  o f  f o l lo w in g  p a r t y  
l i n e s ,  which up to  now seems to  p o i n t  a t  c l o s i n g  A lyeska .

I hope you w i l l  u se  t h i s  i n  making y o u r  d e c i s i o n  w h e th e r  to  p r e s e r v e  t h i s  
program .

S in c e r e ly ,

T e re sa  J .  Hura 
4489 Abby Way 
Juneau , AK. 99801 
907-780-2515
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|Fwd: ACS Differences]

Subject: [Fwd: ACS Differences]
Date: Mon, 07 Apr 2003 14:23:18 -0200

From : Bruce Weyhrauch <Representative_Bruce_Weyhrauch@Legis.state.ak.us> 
O rganization: Alaska State Legislature

To: Ginny Austerman <Ginny_Austerman@legis.state.ak.us>

b i l l  f i l e

Subject: ACS Differences
Date: Mon, 7 Apr 2003 11:27:18 -0500 

From : "Gary Michou" <gcgrmichou@msn.com>
To: <Representative_Bruce_Weyhrauch@Iegis.state.ak.us>

< ? x m l : n a m e s p a c e  p re f ix = "v "  / > < ? x m l : n a m e s p a c e  p re f ix = "o "  / >
D e a r  R ep . W e y h ra u c h ,

I h a v e  looked  o v e r  t h e  e le v e n  s c h o o ls  t h a t  w e re  g iv en  a s  a n  a l t e r n a t e  to  A lyeska  C en tra l  School.  
O u t  o f  t h e  e le v e n ,  on ly  t h e  M at-S u  B oro u g h  c a m e  c lo se  to  A lyeska .  T he  only p ro b le m  is t h a t ,  th e i r  
C o r r e s p o n d e n c e  S tu d y  S choo l  is on ly  o p e n  to  M at-S u  s t u d e n t s .  T h ey  do  o p e r a t e  a c y b e r  schoo l  b u t  
w e  d o  n o t  w a n t  to  b e  on  line fo r  fo u r  to  five h o u rs  a  day!

As I w e n t  th ro u g h  th e  o t h e r  s c h o o ls ,  it b e c a m e  a p p a r e n t  t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  really  only  tw o  sch o o ls .  Let 
m e  ex p la in  th is  pos i t ion  s t a r t in g  w ith  A lyeska .

A ly esk a  is a t e a c h e r  b a s e d  c o r r e s p o n d e n c e  c o u r s e .  Certified  t e a c h e r  c h o o s e  t h e  cu r r icu lu m  t h a t  b e s t  
m e e t s  t h e  n e e d s  of A laska  a n d  A lask an  s t a n d a r d s .  T h e s e  s a m e  t e a c h e r s  w ri te  th e  lesso n  p lan s  a n d  
m a k e  u p  th e  t e s t s  t h a t  a r e  u s e d  to  e v a lu a te  w h a t  t h e  s t u d e n t  h a s  le a rn e d .  All t e s t s  a n d  e n d  o f  un it  
w o rk  is s e n t  in t h e  t h e m  to  be  g r a d e d  a n d  e v a lu a te d .  T h ey  th e n  a s s ig n  th e  s t u d e n t  a l e t t e r  g r a d e .  In 
t h e  A ly esk a  c a s e ,  t h e  t e a c h e r s  a r e  do ing  th e  t e a c h in g  of th e  s t u d e n t s ,  w ith  t h e  p a r e n t s  s u p e rv is in g ,  
s u p p o r t in g ,  a n d  gu id in g  th e  s t u d e n t .  If  p ro b le m s  a r is e ,  th e  family c a n  c o n ta c t  th e  t e a c h e r  fo r help.

T h e  o t h e r  c o r r e s p o n d e n c e  sch o o l  ty p e  is th e  G a le n a  City S choo l  o r  t h e  IDEA p ro g ra m .  In th is  
c o r r e s p o n d e n c e  sch o o l  s e tu p ,  t h e  p a r e n t s  c h o o s e  th e  cu r r icu lu m  th e i r  child will u s e .  T h ey  c h o o s e  
th e  b o o k s ,  m a k e  up  le s so n  p la n s ,  m a k e  u p  t h e  t e s t s  th e i r  child will t a k e  a n d  th e y  a lso  h a v e  th e  
o p t io n  of e v a lu a t in g  a n d  g ra d in g  th e i r  ow n child. T h e  fam il ies  h a v e  a n  a c a d e m ic  a d v is o r  w h o  m ay  
o r  m a y  n o t  b e  a b le  to  he lp  t h e m  if a p ro b lem  a r is e s .  M ater ia ls  a r e  p u rc h a s e d  th ro u g h  v e n d o rs .
P a p e r  w o rk  m u s t  b e  filled o u t  a n d  s e n t  in sh o w in g  y o u r  le s so n  p lan s ,  p u r c h a s e s ,  a n y  c h a n g e s  t h a t  
n e e d  to  b e  m a d e  d u r in g  th e  y e a r  to  le s so n  p lan s  s e n t  in, in w rit ing ,  an d  a p p r o v e d .  In th is  schoo l 
c a s e ,  t h e  roll o f  t e a c h in g  is r e v e r s e d .  T h e  p a r e n t s  t e a c h  a n d  th e  schoo l  a c t s  a s  th e  a d v is o r  to  g u id e  
an d  s u p p o r t  t h e  p a r e n t  t e a c h e r .  S o m e  fam ilies  love th is  a p p r o a c h .  I p e rso n a l ly  do  n o t  like b e c a u s e  I 
cou ld  n o t  e v a lu a t e  m y  so n  o b jec t iv e ly .  I know  t h a t  th is  a p p r o a c h  ca n  c a u s e  friction b e tw e e n  th e  
s t u d e n t  a n d  t h e  p a r e n t  if t h e  s t u d e n t  d o e s n ' t  feel t h a t  th e  p -irent h a s  e v a lu a te d  him  o r  h e r  fairly.

W hich b r in g s  u s  to  C o p p e r  R iver S ch o o l ,  Craig City School.  D e lta  G ree ly  S ch o o l ,  N e n a n a  City S chool,  
C h u g a c h  S choo l  a n d  th e  Yukon K oyukuk  School.  T h ey  a r e  all s e t  up  a n d  b a s e d  on  th e  G a len a  City 
S ch o o l  p a t t e r n .  I t  is in te re s t in g  to  n o te  t h a t  t h e s e  sch o o ls  including G a le n a  u s e  A lyeska a s  o n e  of 
t h e i r  v e n d o r s .

T h e  D enali B o ro u g h  S choo l  is c h a r t e r  on ly  a n d  I fo u n d  no c o r r e s p o n d e n c e  sch o o l  l is ted  fo r  th e m .  I 
h a v e  n o t  fo u n d  a n y th in g  fo r t h e  Id i ta ro d  A rea  School.

In  co n c lu s io n ,  fam il ies  now  h a v e  tw o  sch o o l  s ty le  o p t io n s .  If  A lyeska c lo se s ,  t h e r e  will on ly  be  only 
o n e  ch o ice  n o t  tw o .  I like th e  t e a c h e r  b a s e d  sch o o l in g ,  it w o rk s  th e  b e s t  fo r  m y  so n  a n d  I. T h an k
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yo u  fo r  y o u r  t im e .  

S in ce re ly ,
Mrs. C y n th ia  Michou 
R o b e r t  Michou 
a c a rm ic h o u @ m s n .c o m  
E ag le  R iver AK 
984-2702
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A p ril  5 ,  2 0 0 3  

P a g e  1 o f  4

T o ;  G o v e  n o r ,  L t. G o v e n o r ,  S e n a t o r s  &  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s

R e f e r e n c e :  S B I 7 4 / H B 1 0 7  P r o p o s e d  C l o s u r e  o f  A C S

W e  a r e  c o n t i n u i n g  t o  u p d a t e  a n d  c o l l e c t  a d d i t i o n a l  

i n f o r m a t i o n  f o r  y o u r  r e v i e w .  T h e r e  i s  n o  d u p l i c a t i o n ;  

t h i s  is  n o t  a  c o s t  s a v i n g  m e a s u r e .  O u r  c h i l d r e n  a r e  

o u r  f u t u r e .  D o n ' t  c u t  o u r  c h i l d r e n 's  q u a l i t y  e d u c a t i o n .

P l e a s e  D O  N O T  C L O S E  A l y e s k a  C e n t r a l  S c h o o l .

N o t e :  S i t k a  &  S .E . I s l a n d  c o r r e s p o n d e n c e  c o u r s e s  w i l l  n o t  b e  
o p e r a t i n g  s t a t e  w i d e  p r o g r a m s  n e x t  y e a r .  T h i s  i s  s t r a i g h t  
f r o m  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  E d u c a t i o n 's  o f f i c e .  O u t  o f  t h e  1 1  
o p t i o n s  t h i s  d e p a r t m e n t  k e e p s  m e n t i o n i n g ,  r e a l i t y  i s ,  w e  
a c t u a l l y  o n l y  h a v e  9 .  N o n e  o f  t h e m  c o m p a r e  t o  A l y e s k a  
C e n t r a l  S c h o o l .  O n e  e x a m p l e  t o  f o l l o w  t h i s  c o v e r  s h e e t

T h o s e  o f  y o u  t h a t  a r e  f i g h t i n g  f o r  u s  T H A N K  YOU!** T h o s e  o f  
y o u  t h a t  a r e  n o t  t a k e  a  l o o k  a t  t h e  f a c t s  a n d  r e c o n s i d e r  y o u r  
p o s i t i o n  f o r  t h e  w e l f a r e  o f  o u r  c h i l d r e n .
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Choice is the driving force in education and is the heart and soul of all recent movements and 
: philosophies in American education from the federal to the state and local levels.

Every statewide correspondence or charter “at home” program in Alaska has differences. 
Different students and families have different needs that require different approaches. This is 
the fundamental justification for choice in education. In no way is one better than another-just 
different.

Comparisons and Features of two different and viable choices available to Alaskans. 
ACS Traditional &Stnicturcd________________  ID EA  Home School Support
Teachers certified in content area and grade 
level review books and other materials and 
make selections that wili best meet both the 
Alaska Standards and the needs of students.

Parents choose all materials from vendor lists 
or in person at curriculum fairs put on by 
vendors.

Teachers certified in content area write courses 
and daily lesson plans designed to meet the 
Alaska State Standards.

Parents are provided lists of course objectives 
and state standards to help them design and 
write their own learning plans. The LP must be 
submitted and approved by IDEA.

Certified teachers create tests and other 
assignments required for assessment.

Parents create tests and assessments based on 
school provided guidelines..

Teachers certified in content area evaluate 
"^rssments and assign grades. All work is 
returned to the student by the course teacher 
with comments, corrections and suggestions.

Parents grade their own student’s assessments. 
Parents choose sample(s) of student’s work and 
submit these to the school.

Certified teachers determine and assign course 
grade based on the their assessment of all 
required assignments.

Parents submit course grades with comments 
and explanations of how grade was determined. 
A  teacher assigns a final grade after 
considering parent recommendations.

Fully accredited by NWASC since 1979. 
Transcripts readily accepted by other high 
schools, the military, colleges and NCAA 
scholarships.

Provisional Accreditation in place, fu ll 
Accreditation awaiting completion of self 
study.

Internet courses available but internet access 
not required for paper based courses.

Must have Internet access and an active 
e-mail account that must be cheeked on a 
regular basis.

ACS students must liave a homeschool teacher 
of record. While the homeschool teacher is 
usually the parent, it is not a requirement,

One parent must be at home during school 
hours. Enrolled students cannot be schooled by 
friends, neighbors or anyone other than a 
parent.

i .
Students enroll in a specific class taught by a 
specific content certified teacher. Each course 
teacher is available by phone, email, fax, or 
on-line within the web based course sites to 
provide specific course content help to both the 
student and homeschool teacher.

Certified teachers arc available from a Jist 
specified by grade level or general content area 
such as K-8 , K-12,9-12 or math specialist, but 
not by grade level/course content, such as 8  ̂
grade science. They will provide consultation 
and educational advice to the parent.

Required by law to offer educational services 
to ail Alaskans.

Required only to offer educational services to 
district residents. May serve students statewide 
at districts discretion.
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FACTS ABOUT ACS

V While many students are enrolled in correspondence schools statewide, a large number 
of those students were not previously enrolled in any public school, including ACS. 
ACS regular enrollment has declined some due to parents and students having more 
choices, as well as changes in the way students have been counted, but ACS still enrolls 
a significant number of students statewide, For FY03, there were 35 school districts in 

j Alaska that enrolled fewer students than ACS.

r  Since the passage of the Alaska home school law in 1997, there are now nearly 80G0 
students per year being served by a dozen “at home" district-based programs. It must be 
concluded that these new programs arc serving a new and different group of families 
with different needs and philosophies.

> Alaskan parents arc well informed and intelligent. Parents enroll their children in 
programs of their own choice after investigating the options available.

> ACS has not ceased to “serve its purpose” or it would have died of natural causes during 
the past five years.

> ACS is unique. It is a folly accredited program offering a full range of educational 
services as well as Alaskan Certified Teacher developed standards: based curriculum.

>  ACS is the only statutorily mandated program in the state and cannot arbitrarily cease to 
offer statewide services. School districts offer statewide programs at their own pleasure.

> ACS operates 12  months of the year and offers flexibility for family and student 
schedules.

>  ACS enrolls many students on a tuition basis, not through foundation funding, to 
accommodate educational needs that may not be met by local schools.

>  ACS is a founding member ofthe Alaska Oni'nc Consortium and offers 18ofthe29 
online courses now available to school district through the consortium.

> ACS is the first distance program to offer AP (advanced college placement) courses to 
college bound students.

> ACS has the infrastructure in place to offer distance education options to students in 
rural schools to support the goals of NCLB federal legislation.

Please do not limit the educational choice available to Alaskan families. The state of 
Alaska needs all of the c "oice and flexibility it can muster to meet the challenges of “ND 
Child Left Behind” as well as the ever increasing demands and expectations placed on 
students to become well educated and valuable members of society.

The state of Alaska cannot require any district to service students out of their district. If 
the intent is to replace ACS with one of the choices offered by districts, how will parents 
and students be guaranteed that these choices will be available next year or the year 
after?

Tease do not eliminate or dismantle a valuable and unique choice when there is no 
measurable impact on state spending.

I f  this legislation is really a policy issue, then the policy must be to eliminate choice.
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Xt h a s  b e e n  s t a t e d :  
A ly e s k a  i s  a  d u p l i c a t i o n  o f  s e r v i c e s .
Please let us know the nameCs) of such cholce(s). NONE of them compare. Isn't 
It true It could cost the state a lot more money If ACS closed: ACS $3800.00 per 
child -  all going child's education, IDEA $4100.00 per child only $1700.00 going 
to family for education, Boarding School $15,000.00.

Xt h a s  b e e n  s t a t e d :  
T h e  s t a t e  w i l i  s a v e  m o n e y  b y  c l o s i n g  A ly e s k a  C e n t r a l  S c h o o l .
Rent $$ Issue (ownership -  Permanent Dividend Fund) -  Isn't it true that the 
education department will just take over the office space Alyeska currently has if 
At eskri was to be closed? Isn't it true this space can only be occupied by a state 
agirccy? Where is the state going to get the additional money to cover Alyeska's 
nart ($115,300.00) for the fees for sections of the Department that are non 
revenue producing?

I t  h a s  b e e n  s t a t e d :  
A ly e s k a  s t u d e n t s  s h o u l d  r e t u r n  t o  t h e i r  o w n  d i s t r i c t s .
Isn't it true the district schools are over crowded and under budgeted? How is 
adding the Alyeska students to their district (where possible) going to help?

I t  h a s  b e e n  s t a t e d :  
D i s t r i c t s  t o  p r o v i d e  s a m e  s e r v i c e s  a s  A C S .
What if it is not advantageous to the district to provide a similar program 
statewide? Can't they cease providing the program at anytime?

I t  h a s  b e e n  s t a t e d :  
C i i l l  p r o v i d i n g  A C S  C u r r i c u l u m .
Wouldn't this take qualified staff to keep up to date? It takes experienced 
people to write for students at a distance.

I t  h a s  b e e n  s t a t e d :  
G o v e n o r  M u r k o w s k i  a n d  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  a r e  c o m m i t t e d  t o  
q u a l i t y  e d u c a t i o n .

SHOW US!!!! D on't c lose Alyeska Central School.

i
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Rick Currier 
12020 Cross Street 
Juneau, Alaska 99801 
April 12, 2003

Representative Bruce Weyrauch 
State Capitol, Room 102 
Juneau, AK 99801-1182

Dear Representative Weyrauch:

Enclosed is a copy of a letter that I’m sending to Secretary of Education Roderick Paige 
which addresses efforts by Alaska Governor Murkowski and the Republican legislative 
majority’s efforts to close Alyeska Central School, the Alaska Department of Education 
and Early Development’s statewide correspondence school.

As the enclosed letter describes closing Alyeska Central School, in light of the waivers 
that Senator Stevens has requested Secretary Paige adopt to allow Alaska to meet the 
requirements of No Child Left Behind, is short sighted and premature.

Members of the legislature and the school finance officer of the Alaska Department of 
Education and Early Development have admitted that closing Alyeska Central School 
won’t save the state any money and may well increase spending. There is no equivalent 
program in the state and hidden in the proposed legislation is revised wording to Alaska 
statute that will eliminate the requirement to provide correspondence study for “any 
Alaskan,” which truly will leave children behind.

Please prevent this educational train wreck.

Sincerely,

( I
A r  - - ' ' A '

Rick Currier

Enel: Letter to Secretary of Education Roderick Paige discussing closure of Alyeska 
Central School

APR t  6  2003



Rick Currier 
12020 Cross Street 
Juneau, Alaska 88901 
April 7,2003

Secretary Roderick Paige 
U.S. Department of Education 
Washington, D.C. 20202

Dear Secretary»'aige:

I request that yoi r staff carefully consider any No Child Left Behind Act (NCLB) waivers or 
exemptions for tl e State of Alaska in light of our governor’s premature and shortsighted proposal 
to close Alyeska Central School. Note that there is no specific plan to replace the services that 
Alyeska Centr! School provided to over 4,400 students in every Alaskan school district last year.

Proposed legislation before the Alaska legislature (Alaska House Bill 174 and Alaska Senate Bill 
107) will eliminate the Alaska Department of Education and Early Development’s Alyeska 
Central School. Alyeska Central School is a statewide, statutorily mandated, fully accredited 
correspondence school that has provided kindergarten through twelfth grade education 
opportunities for over 60,000 Alaskans since 1939.

As an Alyeska Central School teacher, my job is at risk. However, I am much more concerned 
about the devastating effects of this school closure on our students and their families and the loss 
of over sixty years of established educational leadership and infrastructure. For over three 
generations Alyeska Central School has partnered with local school districts across urban and 
rural Alaska to provide viable educational alternatives including: tuition and dual enrollment 
options, a statewide summer school program, and assistance for remote rural schools.

No other distance-learning program is so uniquely qualified to assist the State of Alaska to meet 
the requirements of the No Child Left Behind Act. Alyeska Central School has a faculty of over 
twenty Alaska certified and “highly qualified” teachers in all core curriculum areas who write and 
teach Alaskan educational standards-meeting courses. Alyeska Central School is a founding 
member of the Alaska Online Consortium and has produced nineteen of the twenty-nine 
Consortium online courses, including Advanced Placement courses in English and Calculus.

Closing Alyeska Central School will seriously affect Alaska’s ability to meet NCLB 
requirements.

Sincerely,

Rick Currier
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MAR 1 3 2003

P.O. Box 35434 
Juneau, AK 99803 
(907) 790-4845 (home phone & fax) 
(907) 586-2611 (Kim’s work)
(907) 586-1627 (Bob’s work)

March 13, 2003
By hand delivery

Representative Bruce Weyhrauch 
State Capitol Room 102 
Juneau, Alaska

RE: Retain funding for Alyeska Central Correspondence School

Dear Representative W^ytfrauch:

We are writing to urge you to retain funding for the Alyeska Central Correspondence School.

Little money will be saved by closing ACS, whose students will move to other public schools that 
require transportation. Their attendance at other schools will be funded by the same foundation 
formula that funds their education through ACS, whether they are enrolled in another 
correspondence school, ora regular school.

The proposal to eliminate the Alyeska Centralized Correspondence School is unwise. ACS has 
provided quality education to Alaskan children since 1939. Students at Alyeska have personal 
relationships with certified teachers. Over the last ten years, ACS students have beer, statewide 
National History Day essay winners three times and have been represented at state Math 
Decathalons several times. It makes no sense to close such a quality school. Due to the quality of 
ACS' education, this correspondence school has attracted both rural and non-rural students. When 
high school exit exams are such an issue, keeping quality schools operating should be a priority.

Please use your vote, both in the House State Affairs Committee and on the floor, to continue 
funding for ACS.

Sincerely,

Kimberly Corrette Robert Briggs



[Fwd: SB 1071

Subject: [Fwd: SB107]
Date: Fri, 04 Apr 2003 08:09:46 -0900 -

From: Bruce Weyhrauch <Representative_Bruce_Weyhrauch@Legis.state.ak.us> 
Organization: Alaska State Legislature

To: Ginny Austerman <Ginny_Austerman@legis.state.ak.us>

b i l l  f i l e  p l e a s e

Subject: SB107
Date: Fri, 4 Apr 2003 01:55:03 EST 

From: 01soncindyl@aol.com
To: Senator_Ben_Stevens@legis.stale.ak.us, Senator_Bettye_Davis@Iegis.state.ak.us, 

Senator_Con_Bunde@legis.state.ak.us, Senator_Donald_01son@legis.state.ak.us, 
Senalor_Fred_Dyson@legis.state.ak.us, Senator_Gary_Wilken@legis.state.ak.us, 
Senator_Gay_Stevens@legis.state.ak.us, Senator_Gene_Therriault@legis.state.ak.us, 
Senator_Georgianna_Lincoln@legis.state.ak.us, Senator_Gretchen_Guess@Iegis.state.ak.u;', 
Senator_Hollis_French@legis.state.ak.us, Senator_Johnny_Ellis@legis.state.ak.us, 
Senator_John_Cowdery@legis.state.ak.us, Senator_Kim_EIton@legis.state.ak.us, 
Senator_Lyda_Green@legis.state.ak.us, Senator_Lyman_Hoffman@legis.state.ak.us, 
Senator_Ralph_Seekins@legis.state.ak.us, Senator_Robin_TayIor@legis.stale.ak.us, 
Senator_Scott_Ogan@legis.state.ak.us, Senator_Thomas_Wagoner@legis.state.ak.us, 
Representative_Al_Kookesh@lcgis.state.ak.us, 
Representative_Beth_Kerttula@legis.state.ak.us, 
Representative_Beverley_Masek@Iegis.state.ak.us,
Representative_Bill_Stoltze@legis.state.ak.us,
Representative_Bill_Williams@legis.state.ak.us, Representative_Bob_Lynn@legis.state.ak.us, 
Representalive_Bruce_Weyhrauch@legis.state.ak.us,
Representative_Carl_Gatto@legis.state.ak.us, Representative_Carl_Morgan@legis.state.ak.us, 
Representative_Carl_Moses@legis.state.ak.us,
Representative_Cheryll_Heinze@legis.state.ak.us, Representative_Dan_Ogg@legis.state.ak.us, 
Representative_David_Gultenberg@legis.state.ak.us, 
Representative_Eric_Croft@legis.state.ak.us, 
Representative_Ethan_Berkowitz@legis.state.ak.us, 
Reprcsentative_Hany_Crawford@legis.state.ak. us,
Representative_Hugh_Fate@legis.state.ak.us, Representative_Jim_Holme@Iegis.state.ak.us, 
Representative_Jim_Whitaker@legis.state.ak.us,
Representative_John_Coghill@legis.state.ak.us, Representative_John_Harris@legis.state.ak.us, 
Representative_Kelly_Wolf@legis.state.ak.us, Representative_Kevin_Meyer@legis.state.ak.us, 
Representalive_Lesil_McGuire@legis.state.ak.us, Representative_Les_Gara@legis.state.ak.us, 
Representative_Mary_Kapsner@legis. state, ak.us,
Representative_Max_Gruenberg@Iegis.state.ak.us, 
Representative_Mike_Chenault@legis.state.ak.us,
Representative_Mike_Hawker@legis.state.ak.us, 
Representative_Nancy_Dahlstrom@legis.state.ak.us, 
Representative_Norman_Rokeberg@legis.state.ak.us, 
Representative_Paul_Seaton@legis.state.ak.us,
Representative_Peggy_Wilson@legis.state.ak.us, Representative_Pete_Kolt@legis.state.ak.us, 
Representative_Ralph_Samuels@legis.state.ak.us,
Representative_Reggie_Joule@legis.state.ak.us,
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Kepresenuative_Kicnara_riosieri«'iegis,sta[e.aK.us,
Representative_Sharon_Cissna@legis.state.ak.us,
Representative_Tom_Anderson@legis.state.ak.us,
Representative_Vic_Kohring@legis.state.ak.us

Cindy Olson 
1840 T a lk e e tn a  S t r e e t  
A nchorage, A laska  99508 
(907) 277-0009

I have j u s t  l e a r n e d  t h a t  SB107 has  j u s t  p a s s e d  o u t  o f  th e  S e n a te  HES 
com m ittee .  T h is  b i l l  w i l l ,  i f  e v e n t u a l l y  p a s s e d  i n  f u l l ,  have an e x t re m e ly  
n e g a t iv e  e f f e c t  on s tu d e n t s  i n  b o th  r u r a l  and u rban  A la sk a .  A lyeska  C e n t r a l  
School o f  C orrespondence  has  been a q u a l i t y  e d u c a t io n a l  a l t e r n a t i v e  f o r  th e  
f a m i l i e s  o f  A laska  f o r  o v e r  60 y e a r s .

Tes tim ony  has  been  g iv e n  d u r in g  v a r io u s  com m itte  h e a r in g s  t h a t  w h i le  th e  
c l o s u r e  a p p e a rs  to  be a c o s t  s a v in g  a t  f i r s t  g la n c e  th e  end r e s u l t  o f  c l o s i n g  
ACS i s  an i n c r e a s e  p e r  s t u d e n t  o f  up to  25% i n  a d d i t i o n a l  fu n d in g  to  the  
e n r o l l i n g  sch o o l  d i s t r i c t s  u n d e r  th e  fo u n d a t io n  fu n d in g  fo rm u la .  A d d i t i o n a l  
im p ac ts  would be f e l t  a t  th e  b u d g e ta ry  l e v e l  o f  th o s e  s c h o o l  d i s t r i c t s  who 
c u r r e n t l y  p u rc h a s e  c o r re sp o n d e n c e  c o u r s e s  th r u  ACS to  u se  w i th  th e  s tu d e n t s  
u t i l i s i n g  co rre sp o n d e n c e  e d u c a t io n  w i th in  th e  s ch o o l  d i s t r i c t  in  which th e y  
a r e  e n r o l l e d .

Many A laskan  s t u d e n t s  who l i v e  i n  th e  s m a l le r  v i l l a g e s  and more rem ote  a r e a s  
o f  ou r  s t a t e  have been  a b l e  to  o b t a in  e d u c a t io n a l  s e r v i c e s  t h r u  ACS even th o  
th e  s t u d e n t  p o p u la t io n  i n  t h e i r  v i l l a g e  o r  a r e a  i s  l e s s  th a n  th e  r e q u i r e d  
number o f  s t u d e n t s  f o r  w hich an o n - s i t e  sch o o l  i s  p ro v id e d  to  th e  v i l l a g e .  
T h is  h as  a l lo w ed  s t u d e n t s  to  rem ain  w ith  t h e i r  f a m i l i e s ,  and  f a m i l i e s  to  
rem ain  i n  t h e i r  homes r a t h e r  th an  hav ing  to  e i t h e r  send  t h e i r  c h i l d r e n  to  
l a r g e r  v i l l a g e s / c i t i e s  f o r  th e  sch o o l y e a r  o r  f o r  th e  e n t i r e  f a m i l i e s  to  move 
to  l a r g e r  v i l l a g e s / c i t i e s  i n  o r d e r  f o r  t h e i r  c h i l d r e n  to  o b t a i n  e d u c a t io n a l  
s e r v i c e s .

A laskan  s tu d e n t s  who r e q u i r e  a d d i t i o n a l  c r e d i t s  which a r e  u n a b le  to  be 
o b ta in e d  th r u  summer s c h o o l  program s w i th in  t h e i r  l o c a l  s c h o o l  d i s t r i c t s  a r e  
a b le  to  p u rc h a s e  i n d i v i d u a l  c l a s s  co r re sp o n d e n c e  o f f e r i n g s  from A lyeska 
C e n t r a l  School,  th e re b y  f i n i s h i n g  t h e i r  d ip lom a re q u i re m e n ts  on tim e and 
w i th o u t  n e c e s s i t a t i n g  a d d i t i o n a l  fo rm al sch o o l a t t e n d a n c e .  S tu d e n ts  who a r e  
a t  advanced  l e v e l s  can  o b t a i n  advanced c l a s s  c o u r s e s  t h r u  ACS and th e re b y  
g a in  a c c e s s  to  c h a l l e n g i n g  c o u r s e s  which m ight n o t  o th e rw is e  be f i n a n c i a l l y  
f e a s i b l e  f o r  s m a l l e r  s c h o o ls  and schoo l d i s t r i c t s  to  o f f e r .

A laska  i s  c u r r e n t l y  s e a r c h in g  f o r  ways i n  which to  f u l f i l l  th e  o b l i g a t i o n  to  
a p p r o p r i a t e l y  implement th e  "No C h i ld  L e f t  Behind" f e d e r a l  a c t ,  an a r t i c l e  in  
t o d a y 's  Anchorage D a i ly  News speaks  o f  a p la n n e d  v i s i t  to  A laska  by Rod Paige  
o f  th e  U n ite d  S t a t e s  D epartm ent o f  E d u ca tio n  to  look  i n t o  th e  s p e c i a l  i s s u e s  
b e in g  f a c e d  by A laskan  e d u c a to r s  as  th e y  s e a r c h  f o r  ways i n  w hich to  e n su re  
t h a t  e v e ry  A laskan  c h i l d  h as  a c c e s s  to  a q u a l i t y ,  a c c r e d i t e d  e d u c a t io n .  
A lyeska  C e n t r a l  School o f  C orrespondence  i s  th e  ONLY f u l l y  a c c r e d i t e d  
c o r re sp o n d e n c e  s c h o o l  l o c a t e d  w i th in  ou r  s t a t e ,  and due to  th e  o v e r  60 y e a r s  
of e x p e r i e n c e  ACS h a s  accu m u la ted  i n  s e r v in g  th e  e d u c a t io n a l  n eed s  o f  
A la s k a 's  s t u d e n t s  i n  b o th  u rb an  and r u r a l  s e t t i n g s  th e y  a r e  c u r r e n t l y  
p r o v id in g  q u a l i t y ,  a c c r e d i t e d ,  and a c c e s s i b l e  e d u c a t io n a l  p rogram s in  
l o c a t i o n s  ra n g in g  from s i n g l e  f a m i ly  bush hom esteads  to  c h i l d r e n  whose 
s p e c i a l  e d u c a t io n a l  needs  a r e  seen  a s  b e s t  s e rv e d  by th e  u s e  o f  th e  
c o r re sp o n d e n c e  m a t e r i a l s  a v a i l a b l e  t h r u  ACS as  w r i t t e n  i n t o  t h e i r  I E P 's  i n  
u rban  s c h o o l  d i s t r i c t s .  My son i s  one such s tu d e n t ,  he c u r r e n t l y  i s  do ing  
ACS c o r re sp o n d e n c e  f o r  c o re  c u r r ic u lu m  and th e n  p a r t i c i p a t e s  p a r t - t i m e  a t  a 
l o c a l  Anchorage School D i s t r i c t  m idd le  s c h o o l  f o r  A r t ,  Band, and P h y s ic a l  
E d u c a t io n .

O n - l in e  ( i n t e r n e t )  c o r re sp o n d e n c e  s c h o o ls  have been  o f f e r e d  a s  an  a p p r o p r i a t e
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a l t e r n a t i v e  to  ACS s h o u ld  th e  c l o s u r e  o c c u r ,  however g iv e n  th e  t e c h n o lo g ic a l  
l i m i t a t i o n s  o f  i n t e r n e t  (o r  even te le p h o n e )  s e r v i c e  i n  a r e a s  o f  ou r  s t a t e  
t h e s e  p rogram s a r e  l i m i t e d  in  t h e i r  a p p l i c a t i o n  to  l e s s  rem ote  s e t t i n g s  a s  
w e l l  a s  by t h e i r  s e r v i c e  c a p a b i l i t i e s  due t o  t h e i r  equ ipm ent and s t a f f i n g .

O u t - o f - s t a t e  c o r re s p o n d e n c e  s c h o o ls  have  been  o f f e r e d  a s  a n o th e r  a p p r o p r i a t e  
a l t e r n a t i v e  to  ACS s h o u ld  th e  c l o s u r e  o c c u r ,  however due to  th e  d i f f i c u l t i e s  
in v o lv e d  w i th  b o th  t e l e p h o n e / p o s t a l  d e l i v e r y  in  rem o te  a r e a s  o f  o u r  s t a t e  
th e s e  p rogram s would a l s o  come w i th  a  s e t  o f  l o g i s t i c a l  p rob lem s w hich would 
need  to  be worked o u t  -  o f t e n  t im es  w i th  s t a f f  who s im p ly  ca n n o t  c o n c e iv e  th e  
i s s u e s  o f  a  s t a t e  a s  v a s t  a s  A laska  and  w i th  so few a r e a s  a c c e s s i b l e  by 
r o a d s / a i r p o r t s  e s p e c i a l l y  d u r in g  th e  w in t e r  months w hich c o n s t i t u t e  most o f  
o u r  s c h o o l  y e a r .  ACS a l s o  s u p p l i e s  most m a t e r i a l s  n e c e s s a r y  to  p e r fo rm  th e  
cou rsew ork ,  e s p e c i a l l y  m a t e r i a l s  which c o u ld  be d i f f i c u l t  t o  l o c a t e  o r  o b t a in  
in  man'' a r e a s  o f  ou r  s t a t e .

P le a s e  c o n s id e r  v e r y  c a r e f u l l y  th e  f u l l  i n f o r m a t io n  r e g a r d in g  t h i s  b i l l ,  th e  
q u a l i t y  o f  s e r v i c e  c u r r e n t l y  p ro v id e d  t h r u  A lyeska  C e n t r a l  School o f  
C o rre sp o n d en ce ,  t h e  r e q u i r e m e n ts  A laska  needs  to  meet u n d e r  th e  f e d e r a l  "No 
C h i ld  L e f t  Behind" a c t ,  th e  re q u i re m e n ts  A laska  need s  to  meet under  th e  
v a r io u s  E d u c a t io n a l  /  S p e c ia l  E d u c a t io n a l  Laws f o r  p r o v i s i o n  o f  a p p r o p r i a t e  
p u b l i c  e d u c a t io n  t o  a l l  o f  h e r  s t u d e n t s ,  and th e n  make y o u r  d e c i s i o n  a s  to  
w h e th e r  o r  n o t  i t  would in d e e d  b e n e f i t  A lask a  to  lo o s e  such  a q u a l i t y  program  
w hich i s  t r u l y  a c c e s s i b l e  t o  A la s k a 's  c h i l d r e n  in  a l l  a r e a s  o f  o u r  s t a t e .

Thank you.
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Subject: HB 174 - HES 
Date: Thu, 27 Mar 2003 12:09:41 -0900 

From: Jack Cadigan <ceco@alaska.com>  
To: Representative_Sharon_Cissna@legis.state.ak.us

Dear R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  C issn a :

I  am s u b m i t t in g  t h i s  v i a  e -m a i l  b eca u se  I  am i n  R u ss ia  on b u s in e s s ,  and 
t h e r e f o r e  i n  doub t w he ther  I  s h a l l  be a b le  t o  t e s t i f y  v i a  t e le p h o n e .  
However, I  r e s p e c t f u l l y  r e q u e s t  my comments be c o n s id e r e d .  My b r e v i t y  i s  
p a r t i a l l y  d r iv e n  by th e  c o s t  o f  a  te le p h o n e  c a l l  from th e  o t h e r  s i d e  o f  th e  
w o r ld ,  as  w e l l  a s  th e  d e p th  o f  p r i o r  te s t im o n y  w hich I  need  n o t  r e i t e r a t e .
I  am s u re  y ou r  s t a f f  has p ro v id e d  you summaries o f  th o s e  h o u rs  o f  t e s t im o n y  
o f f e r e d  b e f o r e  th e  EDU com m ittee .

HB 174 was p ro v id e d  to  th e  gov ern o r  by th e  p r i o r  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n ' s  
a p p o in te e s  a s  a  way th e  s t a t e  c o u ld  sav e  m i l l i o n s  th ro u g h  c l o s i n g  A lyeska  
C e n t r a l  School and p resum ab ly  c e s s a t i n g  " d u p l i c a t i v e  s e r v i c e s . "  I t  i s  
e m in e n t ly  c l e a r  from th e  f i v e  h o u rs  o f  te s t im o n y  h e a rd  th u s  f a r  on t h i s  
b i l l ,  i n c lu d in g  te s t im o n y  by th e  d e p a r tm e n t ,  t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  n e i t h e r  s a v in g s  
to  b e  r e a l i z e d  n o r  a r e  t h e r e  e x i s t i n g  d u p l i c a t i v e  s e r v i c e s  w i th i n  o r  
o u t s i d e  t h e  s t a t e .  Indeed , most o f  t h e  v a r io u s  s c e n a r i o s  p r e v io u s l y  
p r o v id e d  v/ould c o s t  t h e  s t a t e  MORE money s in c e  t h e  d o l l a r s  fo l lo w  th e  
s t u d e n t .  F u r th e r ,  th e y  would r e q u i r e  one o r  more d i s t r i c t s  to  c r e a t e  an  
a c c r e d i t e d  c o r re sp o n d en ce  s c h o o l  t o  r e p l a c e  A lyeska  and i t s  modus o p e ra n d i .

The g o v e rn o r  was g iv e n  a  package c o n ta in in g  a " re d  h e r r i n g . ’

I  s u g g e s t  t h e  changes  i n  th e  b i l l  w hich p e rm i t  a l t e r n a t i v e  methods o f  
d i s t a n c e  e d u c a t io n  i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  an a c c r e d i t e d  s t a t e  c o r re sp o n d e n c e  sch o o l  
be r e t a i n e d .  J u s t  as  some s t u d e n t s  can n o t  meet th e  r i g o r s  o f  c o n v e n t io n a l  
e d u c a t io n  sys tem s and r e q u i r e  a l t e r n a t i v e  methods t o  i n t e l l e c t u a l l y  grow, 
so  a l s o  n o t  a l l  th o s e  choos ing  d i s t a n c e  e d u c a t io n  can  meet th e  r e q u i re m e n ts  
o f  a  d i s t a n c e  e d u c a t io n  s ch o o l  such  a s  A lyeska C e n t r a l  S choo l.

I  s u g g e s t  t h a t  HB 174 be amended to  s e v e r  th e  A lyeska  School D i s t r i c t  
o r g a n i z a t i o n a l l y  from th e  d i r e c t  c o n t r o l  and r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  o f  th e  
D epartm en t,  and t o  c r e a t e  i t  a s  a  " s ta n d -a lo n e "  d i s t r i c t  a lo n g  th e  l i n e s  o f  
Mt. Edgecumbe and  under th e  d i r e c t  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  o f  th e  S t a t e  Board . T h is  
o r g a n i z a t i o n a l  r e s t r u c t u r i n g  would c o n c o m ita n t ly  save  m i l l i o n s  from th e  
d e p a r t m e n t 's  b u d g e t  w h i le  p r e s e r v in g  a  long  p roven  e d u c a t io n a l  a s s e t  a t  no 
a d d i t i o n a l  c o s t  t o  th e  s t a t e .

R e s p e c t f u l l y  su b m it te d ,
J a c k  Cadigan 
Ju n e a u ,  A laska
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H B 1 7 4  p o s i t i o n  s t a t e m e n t

Subject: HB174 position statement 
Date: Wed, 23 Apr 2003 16:12:33 -0800 

From: "Jim Foster" <jimfo@ideafamilies.org>
To: <Ginny_Austerman@Legis.state.ak.us>
CC: "Jim Smith" <jims@galenanet.com>, "Brandi Taylor-Kelly" <brandi@intidea.org>,

"Tim Cline" <tcline@ideafamilies.org>, "Steve Musser" <stevedm@ideafamilies.org>

Dear Legislators:

The following is Galena City School District's position concerning House Bill 174. Jim Smith, Superintendent has instructed all 
personnel associated with Interior Distance Education o f Alaska (IDEA) that we will enroll all full-time correspondence students 
currently enrolled with Alyeska Central Correspondence School. IDEA is accredited with the Northwest Association o f Schools 
and Colleges.

Sincerely,

Jim  Fostor
Assistant Superintendent 
Galena City School District
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K I M B R R R Y  J .  < ' < )  R  R  K T T E  
A N D  R O B E R T  B .  H R I ( J ( i S

P .O . B o x  3 5 4 3 4
Juneau, AK 99803
(907) 790-4845 (home phone & fax)

April 24, 2003
Representative Bruce Weyhrauch 
Alaska Legislature, State Capitol Room 102 
Juneau, Alaska

RE: Do not abolish Alyeska Central Correspondence School
State operating budget (SB 35/HB75); Correspondence Study (HB 174)

Dear Representative Weyhrauch:

We urge you not to abolish Alyeska Central Correspondence School. Students will move to other 
correspondence schools that will receive exactly the same funding from the State -  or to regular 
schools at higher cost. All benefits to the teachers at Alyeska are paid out of the foundation 
formula, so there is no savings to the State by laying off these teachers. The small savings in 
avoided rent at the Goldbelt Building would be consumed by transportation costs, by higher regular 
education costs, and by the cost of unemployment benefits for laid-off Alyeska workers. If the 
space is occupied by another State agency, there would be no savings in rent. If rent is the issue, 
or if it is desired to locate some other tenant in the space the school occupies in the Goldbelt 
Building, there are other physical places Alyeska could be located without closing the school itself.

Alyeska’s summer school program provides an opportunity for students to complete credits and 
graduate without requiring a full extra year of schooling. This should save the State money in the 
long run, and summer-school funding should be opened to all correspondence schools if 
demonstrated to save money. If studies show that summer school students don't complete their 
courses, the summer program should be cut -  but not the entire school.

The proposal to completely eliminate the Alyeska CS is unwise. Students at Alyeska have personal 
relationships with certified teachers, while most other correspondence schools follow the home­
school model, with no direct contact between a certified teacher and the student. Alyeska students 
have won awards far out of proportion to the size of the school. It makes no sense to close such a 
quality school. Closing Alyeska directly contradicts House Joint Resolution 13's expressed intent to 
implement the federal No Child Left Behind Act o f 2001. Alyeska serves the very same rural 
communities of HJR 13. I f  you support the communities o f HJR 13, you should support Alyeska.



Governor Murkowski may iine-item veto the school, but let that be his decision, not yours. Please 
use your vote and voice, in the House State Affairs Committee, in the majority delegation, and on 
the floor, to continue funding and oppose abolition of the school. We believe there are enough fair- 
minded legislators who recognize the value of the school to their constituents, and to rural 
students, that it should not be closed.

Sincerely,

Kimberly Corrette Robert B. Briggs

Cc: Senator Gary Wilken
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Chair and Members 
House State Affairs Committee 
Alaska State Legislature
State Capitol (MS 3100) HB 215

Written comments to follow up on oral testimony Friday, April 24,2003 9am.

Page 1 Line 1. The Title as it stands is unclear and cumbersome.

5. Reducing the amount for art by lowering the bar is no real saving.
Study after study show the economic benefits resulting from the 
% for Art laws in the U. S. alone.

7. The word “rural” needs rethinking. It is problematic.

8 . There should be a clear statement of the reasons for differential in suggested 
funding.

14. We strongly urge that this money for maintenance be “additional to” rather 
than “from” the % for Art and that a cap to be set on the accumulated 
funds with provisions made for this money to be designated for additional 
works of art.

Page 2. Line 6 . The ground stating Alaskan artists only to receive commissions has been gone 
over many times. It raises many questions.
The conclusion usually reached is not to compromise quality by insisting on 
the residency of the artist. t

Additional statement:

The % for Art program benefits all citizens of Alaska.

It encourages tourism, an industry vital to the economy of every village and city in Alaska.

It benefits school children in developing a learning environment in which they often 
participate and help create and therefore feel connected to.

It supports and promotes all artists and their audiences in Alaska.

Respectfully submitted,

Pauline Lee, Pres.
Petersburg Arts Council 
Box 251
Petersburg AK 99833



[Fwd: ACS Closure]

Subject: [Fwd: ACS Closure]
Date: Thu, 10 Apr 2003 15:56:33 -0800

From: Bruce Weyhrauch <Representative_Bruce_Weyhrauch@Legis.state.ak.us> 
O rganization: Aiaska State Legislature

To: Ginny Austerman <Ginny_Austerman@legis.state.ak.us>

bill file

Subject: ACS Closure
Date: Thu, 10 Apr 2003 07:41:04 -0800 

From : Denise Maloney <dmaloney@alaska.com>
To: Governor's Budget <gov_budget@gov.state.ak.us>
CC: Scott Ogan <senator_scott_ogan@legis.state.ak.us>,

Loren Leman <loren_leman@gov.state.ak.us>,
Frank Murkowski <frank_murkowski@gov.state.ak.us>,
Beverly Masek <representative_beverly_masek@legis.state.ak.us>,
Donny Olson <Senator_Donny_01son@legis.state.ak.us>,
Lyman Hoffman <Senator_Lyman_Hoffman@legis.state.ak.us>,
Ben Stevens <Senator_Ben_Stevens@legis.state.ak.us>,
Robin Taylor <Senator_Robin_Taylor@legis.state.ak.us>,
Con Bunde <Senator_Con_Bunde@legis.state.ak.us>,
Lyda Green <Senator_Lyda_Green@legis.state.ak.us>,
Gary Wilken <Senator_Gary_Wilken@legis.state.ak.us>,
Bob Lynn <Representative_Bob_Lynn@legis.state.ak.us>,
Bmce Weyhrauch <Representative_Bruce_Weyhrauch@legis.state.ak.us>,
Ethan Berkowitz <Representative_Ethan_Berkowitz@legis.state.ak.us>,
Jim Holm <Representative_Jim_Holm@legis.state.ak.us>,
Max Gruenberg <Representative_Max_Gruenberg@legis.state.ak.us>,
Nancy Dahlstrom <Representative_Nancy_Dahlstrom@legis.state.ak.us>,
Paul Seaton <Representative_Paul_Seaton@legis.state.ak.us>

I'm am  sending you figures on what my child's education could cost depending on the school she  were to attend if 
ACS is closed. Keep this is mind when making your final decision.

Su Valley Jr/Sr High $19,495 (difference of $16 ,295)
Beryozava $ 9,997 (difference of $6 ,797)
Houston High School $6,403 (difference of $3,203)

T h ese  figures show that if my child went to Su Valley you would have spent the equivalency of 5 students through 
ACS, 3 from Beryozava (not even sure  sh e  could go there), or 1 from Houston High. I'm sure  th ese  figures are 
com parable to others ac ross  the state. Due to accreditation issues  and  staff support these  will be the choices that I 
v/ill have for my child's education even though they are  lacking in courses  I feel my challenge her rleucationally. 
Sincerely,
Denise C. Maloney 
PO Box 506 
Willow, AK 99688 
(907)495-1205 
dmaloney@alaska.com

l o l l 4/11/2003 9:38 AM
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S E R R C 's  s e r v i c e s  c a n  h e l p  y o u r  

s c h o o l  d i s t r i c t  s a v e  m o n e y !
7~he “No Child Left Behind" Act, Federal education legislation that 
is often referred to as the most sweeping bill of its kind since 1965, 
will present rewards and challenges for every school district in the 
country. It was designed to rely heavily on the infrastructure, 
expertise, and programs provided by educational service agencies. 
SERRC - Alaska’s Educational Service Agency • is ready to assist 
your district in its efforts to be in compliance with NCLB. Along 
with SERRC’s NCLB services, SERRC offers a wide array of cus­
tomized school district services that can be crafted to meet your 
district's individual needs, such as:

Accounting and Financial
^  Services

V- Alaska Literacy Strategies 
institutes (Reading 
Workshops and Staff 
Development)

y .  Computer Network 
Consulting Services and 
Instruction

V- Curriculum Planning and 
Development

V. Data Collection and
^  Interpretation^  Facilities Services

V  Federal Programs
^  Management ServicesV- Gender Equity Seminars 

and Workshops

V-Grant Contract M anagem r 
and Supervision, Financ: 
Reporting and Writing 
Services

V. High Performing Learning 
Communities Services

Legislative Interpretation of 
^  Federal and State Regulations 

and Statutes

Mandatory and Elective In- 
Service Training and 
Mentoring

Marketing Services

^-M ulticultural and 
^  Multilingual Education 

Services

"No Child Left Behind”
^  NCLB Services

SERRC helps build  an d  m ain tain  schools.

k .  On-Site Support and 
Technical Assistance

Paraprofessional Training

Policy, Procedure, and/or 
^  Training Manuals Assistance

Professional Development 
Workshops

X  Program Administration

Program Evaluation

Safe & Drug-Free Schools 
^  Workshops

y .  School Improvement 
^  Technical Assistance

Special Education Services

Strategic Planning

Vl Superintendent and District 
^  Support Services

X" Supplemental Services

X  Technology Training

X  Title 1 Supplemental Services

)
• Web Site Construction and 
'  Maintenance

For more information about 
SERRC’s Services, please contact 
SERRC’s Associate Director and 
NCLB Team Member Sheryl 
Weinberg at 907-586-6806 or 
sherylw@serrc.org -A-

• • SERRC -  Alaska’s: Educational Resource Center w w w . s e r r c . o r g  i
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S E R R C  g o e s  i n t o  o v e r d r i v e  t o  m e e t  t h e  

c h a l l e n g e s  o f  a s s i s t i n g  d i s t r i c t s  w i t h  N C L B
W ith  more than 25 years of pro­
viding educational services and 
solutions to Alaska's school dis­
tricts, SERRC is once again re­
sponding and adapting to new 
and emerging needs by offering a 
wide nnge of services that will 
help districts meet the require­
ments of President Bush's "No 
Child Left Behind” Act.

To ensure that every student 
in the state receives the maxi­
mum benefits from this legisla­
tion, SERRC -  Alaska’s Educa­
tional Resource Center -  has cre­
ated an NCLB Team that will es­
tablish the agency as Alaska’s 
NCLB Interpretation Specialists

M

. . . . :

M ary R eeve h e lp s  B rittan y  
Nick, a s tu d e n t  from  Low er 
K uskokw im  S chool D istric t, 
during  SERRC's 2002 ANSWER 
Cam p in Sitka.W ith th e  adven t 
o f  SERRC's S u p p le m e n ta l  
Services,SERRC will be  provid­
ing m ore o n e-o n -o n e  m en to r­
ing oppo rtu n ities  fo r s tu d en ts  
th ro u g h o u t th e  s ta te .

Greg M aloney, 
SERRC NCLB Team 

M em ber and  
Special Projects 

C oord inator

and Service Providers. Leading 
the team is SERRC’s Executive 
Director JoAnn Henderson, who 
recently met with U.S. Depart­
ment of Education 
Secretary Rod Paige 
to discuss how edu­
cational service 
agencies can help 
implement NCLB.
Composed of highly 
skilled and experi­
enced educational 
specialists, SERRC’s 
NCLB Team can in- 
te .p re t  the  fine 
print, help districts meet the nec­
essary requirements and imple­
ment programs that will provide 
services to thousands of students 
from Ketchikan to Barrow.

In January, SERRC became a 
state-approved provider of Supple­
mental Services. As outlined in 
NCLB, this program is designed 
to ensure that low-income stu­
dents in schools identified for 
school im provem ent have the 
necessary instruction and support 
to significantly improve their aca­
demic skills in the areas of read­
ing, math, and writing. Piloted by 
SERRC NCLB Team Member and 
Special Projects Coordinator Greg 
Maloney, SERRC’s Supplemental 
Sendees program combines onsite

support with distance-delivered 
instruction in a cost-effective 
model.

Utilizing SkillsTutor, a nation­
ally-recognized distance 
education program that 
fulfills the research- 
based criteria of NCLB, 
SERRC’s Supplemental 
Service program  in ­
cludes more than l ,000 
academic lesson plans 
th a t are ta ilo red  to 
maximize student inter­
est, a management in­
formation system that 

monitors student attendance and 
usage, pre and post tests, and 
individualized student progress

SERRC's.NCLB Team  

can interpret the fine  

prin t, help districts 

m eet the necessaru 

requirem ents a n d  

im plem ent program s 

th a t w ill provide 

services to thousands 

o f  students from  

Ketchikan to Barrow.

NO CHILD 

§  BEHIND

reports. This program is aligned 
with the Terra-Nova and is ex­
pected to be aligned with Alaska’s 
state standards by the end of this 
month. Additional thematic learn­
ing activities and other incentives 
are included in SERRC's program 
to heighten student interest and 
motivation, including the oppor­
tunity to participate in a summer 
camp activity that is aligned with 
SERRC’s highly successful 
ANSWER Camp (please see pg. 3).

In add ition  to w ork ing  
directly with students, SERRC's 
NCLB Team has also developed 
programs to help schools meet 
NCLB requirements in the follow­
ing areas:
• Paraprofessional Training
• Professional Staff Development 

Activities
• Data Collection and Manage­

ment Services
• T echnical A ssistance w ith 

Assessments

SERRC&NCLB, 
continues on Page 2

mailto:sherylw@serrc.org
http://www.serrc.org
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M a n a g i n g  g r a n t s  i n  t h e  c o n t e x t  o f  t h e  n e w  

" N o  C h i l d  L e f t  B e h i n d "  A c t  (N C L B )
SE R R C 's F e d e r a l P r o g r a m s  M a n a g e m e n t  T e a m  g e a r s  u p  to  d e l iv e r  n e w  s e r v ic e s

Do you live and breathe the new 
“Mo Child Left Behind Act?" 
With the advent of this landmark 
legislation and the reauthorization 
of the Elementary and Secondary 
Education Act, it is difficult for 
districts to navigate through the 
maze of paperwork on their own. 
As key m em bers of SERRC’s 
NCLB Team, Federal Programs 
Manager Julie Staley and Federal 
Program Education Specialist 
Mike Robbins spend their days 
working and interpreting all the 
details (living and 
breathing it -  if you 
will) of this educa­
tional bill and its im­
pact on the grants 
they write for the par­
ticipants of SERRC’s 
Federal Program s 
Cooperative.

“Yoj have to like 
to read, write and pay 
attention to detail," 
said Staley, who has been spear­
heading SERRC’s Federal Pro­
grams Cooperative for the past

Julie Staley, 
SERRC's 

Federal Program s 
M anager

eleven years. Staley, 
who works at SERRC’s head­
q uarte rs  in Ju n eau , 
and Robbins, who 
w orks in the 
Anchorage office, 
collectively write 74 
grants on an annual 
basis, along with all 
tite necessary reports 
and budgets required for school 
districts to receive funding. These 
formula grants have enabled the 
ten d is tric ts  th a t com prise  

SERRC’s Federal Pro­
grams Cooperative to 
access w ell over 
$3,000,COO in FY03 

to improve education 
for students. “Many 
of the districts we 
work with have small 
number, of staff who 
wear mu;tiple hats,” 
said Staley. “Each of 
their responsibilities 

take considerable time, and if they 
can only spend a little time on 

each of these responsibilities,

som ething will fall through 
the cracks.”

“We’re committed to 
creating lasting rela­
tionships with each 
m ember district of 
SERRC’s Federal 

P r o g r a m s  
Cooperative 
that enable 

districts to develop successful 
applications to access funds and 
successfully manage their grants 
for educational im provem ent,” 
added Staley.

Created in 1990, SERRC’s 
Federal Programs Cooperative 
has assisted m em ber districts 
in the developm ent of all of 
their formula grants including 
Indian E ducation , Johnson  
O ’Malley, Carl Perkins, Quality 
Schools and Learning Opportuni­
ties, Federal REAP Funds, Com­
munity Schools, and now NCLB. 
The Federal Programs Coopera­
tive also offers additional services 
that range from paper monitoring 
and file establishment to parent

com m ittee  tra in ing  to needs 
assessments and surveys.

Currently, SERRC’s Federal 
Programs Management Team is 
w orking on a new  D ocum ent 
N otifica tion  and R epository 
Service that will alert districts of 
the time sensitive issues that arise 
each year in relation to the imple­
mentation and legal obligations of 
NCLB. Th's new service will pro­
vide supe.'intendents and princi­
pals with monthly reminders of 
required notifications, meetings, 
due dates, reports, and other 
obligations related to compliance. 
Federal Programs Manager Staley 
anticipates this new NCLB related 

service will assist districts to be 
responsive to NCLB requirements 
and serve as an organized reposi­
tory  of d is tr ic t in fo rm ation  
in preparation  for successful 
compliance monitoring.

For more information about 
SERRC’s Federal P rogram s 
M anagem ent services, contact 
Julie Staley at 907-586-6806 or 
julies@serrc.org ★

SERRC&NCLB (Continued from Page 1)

From the G ulf C oast of 
Florida to Prudhoe Bay in the Last 
Frontier, NCLB affects every 
school district in America. Many 
of these school districts will turn 
to their educational service agen­
cies to provide programs that can 
help students attain academic 
success. In A laska, SERRC -

Alaska's only educational service 
agency, is working overtime to 
be ahead of the curve and to 
implement programs that not only 
work in the classroom, but will 
also enable school districts to be 
in compliance with this far-reach­
ing legislation. With the infra­
s tru c tu re  in p lace, qualified

personnel and more 
than a quarter cen­
tury of providing ser­
vices to A laska’s 
school d is tric ts , 
SERRC is poised and 
ready to help your dis­
trict with its NCLB 
needs.

JoAnn H enderson, 
SERRC's Executive 

D irector

For more informa­
tion abou t SERRC's 
NCLB Services, please 
co n tac t SERRC’s 
E xecutive D irec to r 
JoAnn H enderson  
a t 907-586-6806 or 
joannh@serrc.org ★

!  w w w . s e r r c . o r g ska’s Educationail'i Resource Center.
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S E R R C 's  A l l - A l a s k a  A c a d e m y  l e t s  s t u d e n t s  

e x p l o r e  A l a s k a ' s  p o l i t i c a l  s y s t e m ,  w o r k - s t u d y  

p r o g r a m s  a n d  w o r l d  o f  t e c h n o l o g y .
,/V ot many Alaskans have had the 
opportunity to meet with Gover­
nor Murkowski since he left Wash­
ington, D.C. to make his home in 
Juneau, but several Alaska Close- 
Up participants had the pleasure 
of spending time with Alaska’s 
new governor during their recent 
trip to the Capital.

"it was a great opportunity for 
the students, some of whom have 
never been to Juneau before, to 
talk with the Governor. He was 
very generous with his time,” said 
SERRC’s All-Alaska Academy Co­
ordinator Linda Kadrlik. “We regu­
larly meet with Legislators as part 
of our program, but it’s always a 
treat to spend time with the top 
person in Alaska’s political system. 
This event seemed to have a great 
impact on the kids.”

S ena to r G eorgianna Lincoln an d  SERRC's Alaska 2003 
Close-Up partic ipan ts  Carlton Passimika, Jo lene  Hawk and  

Elsie Liskey from  th e  Yupiit School District.

Alaska Close-Up, a program 
designed for high school students 
that allows its participants to wit­
ness and learn how our state gov­
ernment works, is one of six pro­

grams that comprise SERRC’s All- 
Alaska Academy. The other pro­
grams are: Junior Alaska Close- 
Up (geared toward middle school 
students), Government Intern­

ship, Career Connections (a work- 
study program that takes place in 
Juneau and Anchorage), Technol­
ogy Training, and Transition 
Camp (a team approach that helps 
special education students transi­
tion from school to work). These 
programs offer students an oppor­
tunity to come to Juneau or An- 
choi c for a one to two week 
hands-on, enriched learning expe­
rience. Aligned with Alaska Con­
ten t Standards, SERRC’s All- 
Alaska Academy programs are 
taught by qualified teachers and 
are available to every student in 
the state.

For more information, please 
visit All-Alaska Academy’s website 
at w w w .se rrc .o rg /acad em y  
or contact Linda Kadrlik at 907- 
586-6806 or lindak@serrc.org *

A N S  W ‘ F7R

Funded by a U.S. Department of Education 
grant, SERRC’s ANSWER Camp (Alaska Na­
tive Student Wisdom Enrichment Retreat) 
has served more than 1000 Alaska Native 
students from more than 150 alaskan com­
munities since its inception in 1998. Geared 

toward improving the math and science skills of seventh and eighth 
grade Alaskan Natives, ANSWER Camp takes the learning process 
out of the classroom and into the real world. By combining Alaska 
Native learning styles and traditional activities with middle school 
science and math applications, ANSWER Camp enables participants 
to build a bridge between learning in a formal setting and applying 
that information to every-day situations.

For more information or to obtain an application for this summer’s 
program, please contact SERRC’s ANSWER Camp Coordinator Patrick 
Henry at 907-349-0651, 1-888-676-0651 or patrickh@serrc.org or 
go to www.serrc.org/answercamp ★

A N S W E R  C a m p  w o r k s !
ANSWER Camp participants increased their academic scores by an 
average of 30% on targeted math and science skills.
Along with changing attitudes and increasing academic scores, 
ANSWER Camp participants have also improved their: 

leadership skills 
communication abilities 
self-confidence
respect for others, especially elders, and 
ambition to succeed.

Apply online for this summer's sessions at 
www.serrc.org/answercamp

2003 ANSWER Camp app lications d u e  April 1

__I
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What is SERRC?

1) S E R R C  is  A l a s k a 's  o n l y  e d u c a t i o n a l  s e r v i c e  a g e n c y .

2 )  S E R R C  w a s  e s t a b l i s h e d  in  1 9 7 6  b y  t h e  A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  

t o  m e e t  t h e  e d u c a t i o n a l  n e e d s  o f  b o t h  r u r a l  a n d  u r b a n  

c o m m u n i t i e s .

3 )  S E R R C  is  t h e  a c r o n y m  f o r  t h e  S o u t h e a s t  R e g i o n a l  R e s o u r c e  

C e n t e r .  T h e  a g e n c y  h a s  g r o w n  b e y o n d  i t s  n a m e  t o  p r o v i d e  

e d u c a t i o n a l  s e r v i c e s  t o  t h e  e n t i r e  s t a t e .

4 )  S E R R C  p r o v i d e s  e d u c a t i o n a l  s e r v i c e s  t o  s c h o o l  d i s t r i c t s  a s  w e l l  

a s  d i r e c t  s t u d e n t  s e r v i c e s  t h a t  i n c l u d e  s u m m e r  c a m p s  a n d  

r e s i d e n t i a l  l e a r n i n g  o p p o r t u n i t i e s .

5 )  S E R R C  a l s o  p r o v i d e s  f a m i ly  l e a r n i n g  p r o g r a m s  t h a t  i n c l u d e  j o b  

t r a i n i n g ,  b a s i c  a d u l t  e d u c a t i o n  s e r v i c e s  i n c l u d i n g  G E D  p r e p a r a t i o n  

a n d  t e s t i n g ,  E n g l i s h  a s  a  S e c o n d  L a n g u a g e  c l a s s e s ,  a f t e r  s c h o o l  

h o m e w o r k  c l u b s  a n d  p r e - s c h o o l  l e a r n i n g  a c t i v i t i e s  t o  s e v e r a l  

c o m m u n i t i e s  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  s t a t e .

6 ) S E R R C  is  f u n d e d  e n t i r e l y  t h r o u g h  g r a n t s  a n d  c o n t r a c t s  a n d  d o e s  

n o t  r e c e i v e  a n y  d e d i c a t e d  f u n d i n g  f r o m  t h e  s t a t e .

7 )  S E R R C  h a s  o f f i c e s  in  J u n e a u ,  A n c h o r a g e  a n d  K e t c h i k a n ,  a n d  

e m p l o y s  a  c o r e  o f  t r a v e l i n g  e d u c a t o r s  w h o  t r a v e l  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  

s t a t e  t o  d e l i v e r  e d u c a t i o n a l  s e r v i c e s  t o  a l m o s t  a ll  o f  t h e  5 3  s c h o o l  

d i s t r i c t s .

Alaska’s EducationaI Re.soured. Center

SERR C ___
Providing educational serv ices and so lu tions lo school districts and com m unities throughout the Last Frontier
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Alaska G a tew ay  Schoo ls

Aleutian Region Schoo ls

Aleutians E as t  Bor. School District

A nchorage S chool District

A nnette Island Schools

Bering Strait S ch o o ls  &
Bristol Bay Borough Schools

C ha tham  S choo ls

C h ugach  Schoo ls

C o p p er  River S ch o o ls

Cordova City S choo ls

Craig City S choo ls

Delta/Greely S choo ls

Denali Borough Schools

Dillingham City Schools

Fairbanks N SB SD  ^

G alena  City School District

H aines  Borough School District

H oonah  City S ch o o ls

Hydaburg City Schools

Iditarod Area S choo ls

J u n e a u  City S ch o o ls  •'

Kake City S choo ls

K ashunam iut School District

Kenai P en insu la  Borough S choo ls

Ketchikan G a tew ay  Borough Schools

Klawock City S choo ls

Kodiak Island Borough Schools 3f*
 

*
*

*
*

*
*

*
*

 
* 

* 
* 

* 
*.

 
*

*
*



Admin;Services
\ l-V  .hi • • I'- V.V ,

Kuspuk S ch o o ls ★ ★ k k
Lake and  P en in su la  S ch o o ls k k
Lower Kuskokwim S choo ls k k
Lower Yukon School District k k k k k
Mat-Su Borough S choo ls k k
Mt. E d g ec u m b e  High School k k
N en an a  City Schoo ls k k k k
N om e City S ch o o ls k k
North S lope  Borough S choo ls k k k
Northwest Arctic Borough S ch o o ls * k k
Pelican City S ch o o ls k k
Petersburg  City School District k k
Pribilof School District k k
St. Mary's Schoo l District k k k k k
Sitka School District k k k
S kagw ay City S choo ls ★ * k
S o u th e as t  Island S choo ls ★ k
Sou thw est  Region  S choo ls * k
Tanana City S ch o o ls * * k k
U nalaska City S ch o o ls k *
Valdez City S ch o o ls * k k
Wrangell City S choo ls k k k k
Yakutat City S ch o o ls k k ★ k k k
Yukon Flats S ch o o ls * ★ k ★ k
Yukon/Koyukuk Schoo ls * * k
Yupiit School District * * k k k

SERRC
Proviiliill! educational services unit solutions to school districts and communities throughout the Last l-'ronlicr
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S E R R C  S E R V I C E S

SERRC offers customized educational services and solutions 
that are tailored to lit the individual needs ol school districts throughout Alaska.O

S  ;------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

School District Technical Assistance & Support Services
A c c o u n t i n g  a n d  F in a n c i a l  S e r v i c e s  
A l a s k a  L i t e r a c y  S t r a t e g i e s  In s t i t u t e
*  Reading 11 orkshops
* Staff Development
A K R A C  (A la s k a  R e g i o n a l  A s s i s t a n c e  C e n t e r )
A R C T I C  (A la s k a  R e f o r m  in  th e  C l a s s r o o m  th r o u g h  

T e c h n o lo g y  In t e g r a t i o n  a n d  C o l la b o r a t i o n )
A l t e r n a t i v e  E d u c a t i o n  
B u d g e t  P r e p a r a t i o n  a n d  R e v i e w  
B u s i n e s s  S e r v i c e s
C o m p u t e r  N e tw o r k  C o n s u l t i n g  S e r v i c e s  a n d  In s t r u c t io n
C o n s u l t i n g  S e r v i c e s
C u r r i c u lu m  P la n n i n g  a n d  D e v e lo p m e n t
D a t a  C o l le c t i o n  a n d  I n t e r p r e t a t i o n
E n g l i s h  a s  a  S e c o n d  L a n g u a g e  S e r v i c e s
E S E A  In t e r p r e t a t i o n
E v e n t  a n d  C o n f e r e n c e  P la n n i n g
F a c i l i t i e s  S e r v i c e s
*  ( IP Grant Application Assistance
*  Asbestos Inspections
>t Maintenance Management Programming 
C Project Administration 
is Educational Specifications 
A Tacilitv Planning
* Pised Asset Inventory Sen ices 
F a m i ly  L i t e r a c y  P r o g r a m s  
F e d e r a l  P r o g r a m s  A s s i s t a n c e
*  Indian Education 
+ Title I
*  Title II
*  Title IT 
4 11lie  11
v Carl Perkins Vocational and. \pphcd Technology 

folmson O'Malley 
- Community Schools 

Grant Applications and Modifications
*  Annual Reports

G E D  a n d  A d u lt  B a s i c  E d u c a t i o n  
G e n d e r  E q u i t y  S e m i n a r s  a n d  W o r k s h o p s  
G r a n t  F in a n c i a l  R e p o r t i n g  
G r a n t  W r i t in g  S e r v i c e s  a n d  W o r k s h o p s  
G r a n t s  &  C o n t r a c t  M a n a g e m e n t  a n d  S u p e r v i s i o n  
H ig h  P e r f o r m i n g  L e a r n in g  C o m m u n i t i e s  S e r v i c e s  
K - 1 2  S u p p le m e n t a l  S e r v i c e s  
L e g i s la t i v e  In t e r p r e t a t i o n  o f  F e d e r a l  

a n d  S t a t e  R e g u la t i o n s  & S t a t u t e s  S e r v i c e s  
M a n d a t o r y  a n d  E le c t i v e  I n - S e r v i c e  T r a in in g  & M e n t o r in g  
M a r k e t in g  S e r v i c e s
M u l t i c u l t u r a l a n d  M u lt i l in g u a l E d u c a t i o n  
" N o  C h i ld  I e f t  B e h in d "  ( N C L B )  S e r v i c e s  
O n - S i t e  S u p p o r t  a n d  T e c h n ic a l A s s i s t a n c e  
P a r a p r o f e s s i o n a l  T r a in in g
P o l i c y ,  P r o c e d u r e ,  a n d / o r  T r a in in g  M a n u a ls  A s s i s t a n c e  
P r o f e s s i o n a l  D e v e lo p m e n t  W o r k s h o p s  
P r o g r a m  A d m in i s t r a t i o n  
P r o g r a m  E v a lu a t i o n  
S a f e  & D r u g - F r e e  S c h o o l s  W o r k s h o p s  
S c h o o l  Im p r o v e m e n t  T e c h n ic a l A s s i s t a n c e  
S p e c i a l  E d u c a t i o n  S e r v i c e s  
1 I HP Team Consultation 
' IliP facilitation 
c Parent Training 
J Pre-Compliance Monitoring 

Special Education Administration
* Speech <Xi l anguage Sen ices
i  Occupational I hcrapy Services 
** Physical Therapy Services
*  Psychological Services
* Corrective Action Training ^Assistance
*  Secondary Transit ton Services 
S t r a t e g i c  P la n n i n g
S u p e r i n t e n d e n t  a n d  D is t r i c t  S u p p o r t  S e r v i c e s
T e c h n o lo g y  T r a in in g
T i t le  I S u p p le m e n t a l  S e r v i c e s
W e b  S i t e  C o n s t r u c t i o n  a n d  M a i n t e n a n c e

Direct Student Services
A l l - A la s k a  A c a d e m y
* Alaska Close-Up
’■ Career Council ions (formerly RSIP) 

Junior Alaska Close-Up
* Government Internship 
' Technology Training
A N S W E R  C a m p  (A la s k a  N a t i v e  S t u d e n t  

W i s d o m  E n r i c h m e n t  R e t r e a t )
K - 1 2  S u p p le m e n t a l  S e r v i c e s  (T i t le  I )  
K e t c h i k a n  Y o u th  C o u r t  
P r o j e c t  C i t i z e n

S E R R C

Adult Employment & Training
A d u lt  B a s i c  E d u c a t i o n  
A l a s k a  V o c a t i o n a l  In s t i t u t e
*  General Office i'L Computer Skills Training 
' PC Repair technician Training

Bank Teller Training 
Child CarcTraining 
Retail Sales /Tourism Tunning

* IVater/Wastewater Treatment Iipcrator Training
* Certified Nurse's Aide Training 
C a s e  M a n a g e m e n t  S e r v i c e s  
C i t i z e n s h ip  C l a s s e s  
C o m p u t e r  T r a in in g  C o u r s e s
E n g l i s h  a s  a  S e c o n d  L a n g u a g e  C l a s s e s  
F a m i ly  L i t e r a c y  P r o g r a m s  
G E D  P r e p a r a t i o n  a n d  T e s t in g  
R e a d i n g  a n d  W r i t in g  In s t r u c t io n  
T u t o r  T r a in in g

Providing educational services and solutions to school d istricts and com m unities throughout the Last Frontier

SERRC - Alaska's ETducationaI Resource Center . W W W s e r r e . o r 9  1
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and solutions

NCLB relies heavily on the support and infrastructure provided by regional 
educational service agencies.

As defined in the NCLB Act, 'educational service 
agencies' (ESAs) are:
”A regional public multi-service agency authorized 
by state statute to develop, manage, and provide 

services or programs to local educational agencies 
(i.e. school districts)."

Southeast Regional Resource Center (SERRC) 
is Alaska's only educational service agency.

Operating under the authority of Alaska Statute 
14.12.150 since 1976, SERRC is authorized to:

"... provide services, including but not limited to the 
following: accounting, payroll and other fiscal; media; 
instructional support; bilingual-bicultural educational; 
in-service and staff development; student; diagnostic; 
school management; and school board member 
training."

In a recent meeting with U.S. Department of 
Education Secretary Paige and 20 Educational 
Service District Directors (including SE R R C ’s 

JoAnn Henderson), the following were identified as 
key areas where educational service agencies will 

play a vital role in the implementation of NCLB:

★  Paraprofessional Training 

i t  Supplemental Services 

★  Schooi Improvement 

i r  Assist with Communication Efforts 
Between U.S. Department o f 
Education offices and School Districts

For more information about SERRC and 
NCLB, please contact JoAnn Henderson 

at 907-586-6806 orjoannh@ serrc.org.

a n c h o R A
3 4 9 - 0 6 5 1

J U N E A U

5 8 6 - 6 8 0 6

K E T C H I K A U 
2 2 5 - 5 2 5 0

mailto:orjoannh@serrc.org


W e  b e l ie v e  s e r v i c e  t o

S E R R C  w i l l :

]f$ e  p r o a c t i v e  in  t h e  

d e v e lo p m e n t  o f  h u m a n  a n d  

f i n a n c i a l  r e s o u r c e s .

im p l e m e n t  r e s e a r c h  a n d  

e v a lu a t i o n  p r a c t i c e s  f o c u s e d  

o n  c u r r i c u l u m ,  i n s t r u c t i o n ,  a n d  

a s s e s s m e n t  a s  t h e y  r e l a t e  t o  t h e  

Q u a l i t y  S c h o o l s  I n i t ia t i v e .

J J je v e lo p  a n d  im p le m e n t  a  

m a r k e t in g  p l a n  t h a t  p r o m o t e s  

t h e  a g e n c y  m i s s i o n  a n d  s e r v i c e s  

t o  s t a f f  s c h o o l  d i s t r i c t s ,  a n d  

o r g a n i z a t i o n s  s t a t e w id e .

P r o v i d e  h ig h  q u a l i t y  S p e c ia l  

E d u c a t i o n  s e r v i c e s  c o n s is t e n t  

w i t h  l e s t  p r a c t i c e s ,  a n d  d e s ig n  

s e r v i c e  d e l i v e r y  m o d e ls  t h a t  

m e e t  t h e  u n iq u e  nc e d s  o f  

A l a s k a n  s c h o o l  d i s t r i c t s .

J J k s ig n  a n d  im p le m e n t  a n  

o n - g o in g  e v a lu a t i o n  s y s t e m  t o  

e n s u r e  c o n t in u o u s  im p r o v e m e n t  

b y  a n a l y z i n g  t h e  q u a l i t y ,  

e f f e c t iv e n e s s ,  a n d  c o s t - h e n e f i t  

o f  a l l  p r o g r a m s  a n d  s e r v ic e s .

e d u c a t i o n  m e r i t s  t h e  h ig h e s t  

le v e l  o f  h o n e s t y ,  in t e g r i t y ,  

a n d  q u a l i t y .

W e  b e l ie v e  t h a t  a n  

o r g a n i z a t i o n  w i t h  a  v i s i o n  

c a n  m a k e  a  d iffe re n c e .

J p e  b e l ie v e  t h e  v i t a l i t y  

o f  t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  d e p e n d s  

o n  i t s  a b i l i t y  to  r e s p o n d  

a p p r o p r i a t e l y  a n d  e ffe c t iv e ly  

t o  c h a l l e n g e s  a n d  c h a n g in g  

n e e d s  o f  c l i e n t s  a n d  t h e  

i n d i v i d u a l s  t h e y  s e r v e .

ANCHORAGE
900 W. 5TH AVENUE. SUITE 101 ANCHORAGE. ALASKA 99501 

PHONE- 907-349-0651 • FAX: 907-349-0652

JU NEAU
210 FERRY WAY. JUNEAU. ALASKA 99801 

PHONE 907-586-6806 • FAX: 907-463-3811

KE TC H IK A N
212 PLAZA PO P" WEST MALL KETCHIKAN. ALASKA 99901 

PHONE 907-225-5250 • FAX: 907-247-5240

S E R R C
\ l  \ SKA'S H jU C A T IO N \ l  
R ls  • l l| ( (  I C l V IT  K

••tty .

U T S  C l  O H

^ p E R R C  g u a r a n t e e s  

d e v e lo p m e n t  a n d  

d e liv e r y  o f  e x e m p la  r y  

s e r v i c e  a n d  m a n a g e m e n t  

r e s o u r c e s ,  p r i m a r i l y  

d e s ig n e d  t o  m e e t  t h e  

d i v e r s e  e d u c a t i o n a l  

n e e d s  o f  t h e  c i t i z e n s  

a n d  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  

o f  A la s k a .

-■

SERR C
A I.A.SKA’S E D U C A TIO N A L
r e s o u r c e  C e n t e r



Support internal efforts to share information, reduce 
duplication, and increase internal communication.

Develop a CD or video to Ire used as an internal 
and external marketing tool.

Recruit teachers, technology specialists, and other 
specialists for Alaska.

Offer staffing incentives to em ployees.

and provide information related to the Quality Schools 
Initiative.

Develop a plan related to anticipated district needs 
including a database o f characteristics/needs of schools 
in crisis.

Research and plan ‘‘All-Alaska Academy" programs 
based on collected data.

Research and develop a High School Graduation 
Qualifying Exam preparatory program.

Explore markets and develop a marketing plan 
for SERRC technology services (Internet cafe, 
distance delivery, remote network administration, 
cyber-schools, preventive maintenance,
PC repair, etc.)

___________________

Strategy in
We will continuously

Strategy I
We will collaborate and partner 
with public and private oreaniz;

internal
public and private organizations.

• Encourage em ployees to belong to and seek seals 
on national, state, and local boards and commissions.

• Pursue new  sources of funding and establish 
networks partnerships with community-bused 
organizations, post-secondary institutions, Native 
corporations, professional organizations, ami other 
statewide organizations.

• Work diligently and share information with other 
entities to assist districts with curriculum, instruction, 
and assessment.

• Pursue conference management opportunities. 

Strategy II
We will strengthen and increase staff 
knowledge and expertise to meet current and 
emerging client needs.
• Increase staff capacity to research, solicit, and 

develop proposals.

• Increase gaff capacity to review and integrate
the Quality Schools Initiative framework into SERRC 
docum ents and operations as appropriate.

• Assess effectiveness of programs and services, 
and dedicate resources to provide comprehensive 
training for SERRC staff on school reform, 
standards-based schooling. Quality Schools Initiative, 
customer satisfaction, and cost effectiveness of 
services.

• Develop a strong orientation process lo educate 
all staff about current, new, and  potential services, 
program practices, custom er service philosophies, 
and expected performance standards. Develop a 
training continuum  relative to varying skill levels of 
staff members, to he initiated at agency-wide 
inservice/orientation.

• Develop and  distribute a one-page summary of 
SERRC resources and staff expertise.

• Develop a database o f hum an resources at SERRC.

and external communication.
• Establish and implement a marketing plan to expand 

use of the Eduportal and provide additional training for 
employees and potential clients.

• Develop an internal process to provide information 
to staff.

• Develop and implement a marketing plan to provide 
information lo existing and new clients.

• Improve communication through use of electronic 
forms and data communication (i.e. purchasing, 
approvals, requests, etc.)

• Embed the Quality Schools Initiative framework in all 
materials and services provided to external clients by 
developing and using checklists for review of materials 
and services.

Strategy IV
We will improve our corporate image.
• Actively explore changing the SERRC name and logo 

to be more representative of the entire state and plan a 
25tii Anniversary promotional campaign that includes
a new logo and corporate identity.

• Continue efforts for improving the physical appearance 
at all SERRC offices and display SERRC logo and maxim 
at all locations.

• Reinforce em ployee professionalism and customer 
service focus.

• Develop guidelines for appropriate office attire and 
encourage staff to w ear SERRC logo attire when 
traveling.

Strategy V
We will explore and expand ways 
to add value to services.
• Expand the role o f the Ketchikan and Anchorage 

offices and their subsequent client base.

• Assign a SERRC liaison to each district lo probe district 
needs related to curriculum, instruction, and assessment.

• Assess effectiveness of programs and services 
regarding student learning and performance, support 
services, customer satisfaction, and cost-effectivencss.

• Stay abreast of emerging technologies and commit 
resources to appropriate integration of technology in 
all programs.

• Offer external evaluation services.

• Increase shared services contracts w ith local school 
districts.

• Develop a process for adding value and increasing 
services to repeat clients.

• Promote and expand vocational program services to 
other communities.

Strategy VI
We will develop, recruit, and place Special 
Education professional and paraprofessional staff 
to meet Alaska’s needs.
• Increase capacity by partnering/collaborating with 

the University of Alaska system to produce Special 
Education professionals.

• Build Special Education capacity in schools by 
conducting paraprofessional training at conferences, 
in-services, etc.

• Design and support an itinerant pre-service training 
and professional developmei.i plan.

• Attend national conferences, place ads in national 
publications, and offer signing bonuses to qualified 
applicants.

Strategy VII
We will provide specialized programs 
to serve students, parents, and families.
• Design and prom ote an "Advocate For Your Child” 

parent training curriculum and workshop.
•  Research and develop summer cam p and extended 

learning opportunities to increase test-taking and 
study skills, academic enrichment, and technology 
training opportunities.
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s> Ron Erickson
?T Haines Borough School District 

1998-1999 
• Boh Robertson

F r o m  i t s  h e a d q u a r t e r s  i n  J u n e a u  a n d  

s a t e l l i t e  l o c a t i o n s  i n  A n c h o r a g e ,  K e t c h i k a n ,  

i d  o t h e r  s i t e s ,  S E R R C  p r o v i d e s  a  d i v e r s e  r a n g ea n a  o o i e r  s i t e s ,  

o f  e d u c a t i o n a l  p r o g r a m s  a n d  s u p p o r t  s e r v i c e s  

t o  t h e  e n t i r e  s t a t e  o f  A l a s k a .

E x e c u t i v e  

D i r e c t o r s

Mr. Mark Burgoyne 
1976-1977

Dr. Allan Barnes 
J977-1991

Dr. Twyla Barnes 
1991-1994

Dr. John Anttonen 
1994-1997

Ms. JoAnn Henderson 
1997-Present

S F R R C ’s  E xecu tiv e  
D ir e c t o r  h a s  th e  u n iq u e  
o p p o r tu n ity  to  p ro v id e  
le a d e rs h ip  f o r  A la s k a 's  
s in g le  e d u c a t io n a l 
s e rv ic e  agency.

A B o a rd  o f  D ir e c to r s  c o m p r is e d  o f  s c h o o l 
su p e rin te n d en ts  p r o v id e s  th e  m anagem en t 
a n d  f i s c a l  c o n t ro l o f  th e  S ou th  E a s t R e g io n a l 
R e s o u rc e  Center.

C h a i r s  o f  t h e  H o a r d

)
? Harvey King 
y Ilydaburg  City Schools

1976-1977

)
? Bob McConnell 
\  Wrangell City Schools

1977-1978

)
® Nyal Worsham 
\  Chatham  Schools

1978-1979 
Bill Suss
Klawock City Schools
1979-1980

X

)
*. Bill Suss 
E  Klawock 

1980-198

)
* Lariy Rochelea { Annette Island

City Schools

Darroll H argraves 
L  Ketchikan G atew ay Schools

1984-1985

Dave T.annigan 
Skagwav School District
1985-1986

■C Ralph Allen
Pelican City'- Schools
1986-1987
Walt B rom cnschenkel 
Annette Island Schools
1987-1988

Darrell M oore 
Chatham  Schools
1988-1989

)o Nn
c  h«

incy Billingsley 
tines Borough School District

1989-1990

Richitrd C levenger 
Ketchikan G atew ay Schools
1990-1991
Larry Schroeder 

E  H ydaburg Ci

hi

Schools
1981-1982
Steve M cPhetrcs
H aines B orough School District
1982-1983
Tom Brown 
H oonah City Schools
1983-1984

V

City Schools
1991-1992

Morris Ververs 
Klawock City Schools
1992-1993

John  A nttonen 
H oonah City Schools
1993-1994

Mary Francis 
Petersburg City Schools
1994-1995
Larry Eklund 
Yakutat Citv Schools
1995-1996 '

Jo h n  Holst 
Sitka School District
1996-1997

Jo h n  Holst 
Sitka School District
1997-1998

Klawock City Schools 
1999-2000

V  Bill Walz
/ F  H oonah City Schools 

2000-2001

)
* Bill H opkins 
E  Chatham  Schools 

2001-2002



. .

, ■"

administrators in the school district’s office. Along with the ever-increasing need for 
support ancl training opportunities, SERRC is also prepared for the near future when 
Alaska’s school districts follow the national example of turning to outside sources 
for contractual administrative projects (i.e., Facilities Management, Business Services, 
Recruitment, and Marketing, etc.) in an effort to keep costs low and performance 
levels high.

No '■ is .10 v to! daujKS niav arse  in tilt- nososcverar'decodes, SliKliC is prepared

As the new millennium unfolds, SERRC’s legacy continues to expand as die agency 
adds new programs, identifies emerging trends, and creates solutions to the unique 
challenges of delivering educational services to the largest state in the union.

At SERRC, supporting the educational needs of every Alaskan is an ongoing 
investment that continues to grow with every student who masters a new skill, learns 
a new trade, and finds the confidence to pursue his or her dreams.

■
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Investing in  the Future

S E R R C  p o s i t i o n s  i t s e l f  t o  h e l p  s c h o o l  d i s t r i c t s  

a n d  c o m m u n i t i e s  a d a p t  t o  t h e  i n e v i t a b l e  c h a n g e s  

t h a t  w i l l  u n f o l d  i n  t h e  n e x t  2 5  y e a r s .

As we stand in the dawn of a new century, it is a difficult task to predict the future 
when one takes stock of the amazing advances created in the past few decades, not 
to mention the last 100 years. Once again, Alaska’s business climate is changing and 
new approaches on how to educate and prepare people (both youth and adults) for 
the opportunities that will abound in the 21st century is in a constant state of change. 
With its commitment to identify new trends that will impact Alaskans, SERRC insists 
that its staff tirelessly pursue professional development workshops, attend national 
conferences, and approach each new program as an entrepreneurial endeavor to 
ensure the highest -  ancl newest -  level of service to its clients.

Alter a quarter century of service, SERRC is confident that it has learned from both 
its successes, and its not-so-successful attempts, on how to deliver educational 
support to rural and urban Alaskans. Dedicated to minimize -  if not eradicate -  the 
digital divide, the Resource Center currently offers dozens of technology programs 
and is vigorously pursuing funding to widen its scope on how to bring computer 
literacy to eveiy Alaskan home. SERRC will also be providing countless training 
nnnnrfunifies in emereiny trends that will benefit educators in the classroom and

v V; Y , ; / * *r Vi J

I n v e s t i n g  i n  A l a s k a  

t h e  S o u t h  E a s t  R e g i o n a l  

R e s o u r c e  C e n t e r ’s  L e g a c y

W h a t  h a s  S E R R C  d o n e

f o r  A l a s k a ?

Twenty-five years ago, the Alaska State Legislature made several unprecedented 
investments to enrich the lives of Alaskans. Legislators from across the state agreed to 
create the Alaska Permanent Fund Corporation, and, in the same year, they authorized 
six regional resource centers to invest in the future of the state by addressing the 
changing educational needs of both rural and urban students. Almost three decades 
later, the Permanent Fund's assets total more than $25 billion and the South East 
Regional Resource C en ter- Alaska’s only remaining educational resource center -  has 
served more than one million people, and continues to impact students of all ages by 
providing seivices to school districts and communities throughout The Last Frontier.

It's an understatement to say that a lot has changed since 1976. a year that: 
pre-dales the use of fax machines, cell phones, the Internet, personal digital 
assistants and wireless computers. Despite all the changes that have transpired 
in the past 25 years, SERRC has diligently positioned itself to not only identify 
the new trends that could enhance the educational process in Alaska -  the

agency found funding and implemented
programs that impacted millions of 
people for the past quarter century.

Like any successful pioneer that breaks new ground, SERRC persevered and 
succeeded despite formidable obstacles that included a zero-based budget and the 
demise of its sister agencies. Without dedicated support from the State of Alaska, 
SERRC remained solvent and fiscally responsible since its inception in 1976. Today the 
private, non-profit corporation operates under a $7 million annual budget, administers 
more than 300 grants and contracts per fiscal year, and owns the building (thanks to 
a generous donation from the Parkview Limited Partnership) that houses its 
headquarters and Adult Education Center in Juneau.



After more than a quarter century of anticipating and responding to 
the needs of Alaska’s school districts, SERRC is positioned as Alaska’s 
Educational Resource Center. With its ability “to go w here the puck 
is going to be, not w here it is,” the agency is committed to and 
fully capable of finding the solutions for tom orrow ’s problems today. 
In the early part of the decade, SERRC expands its technology training 
opportunities, offers marketing services to school districts and launches 
Alaska’s EduPortal, a w eb-based service that could revolutionize the 
decision-making process for school administrators.

SERRC becomes incorporated and opens offices in Anchorage and 
Ketchikan. The agency begins to provide services to all school districts 
impacting tens of thousands of students throughout the state. SERRC also 
writes and wins several grants and contracts that fund programs in adult 
education, vocational training, older worker training, child abuse and 
neglect training, gender equity, AIDS, violence aw areness, drug 
education, small business management, technology training, and literacy 
and job training in correctional facilities.

With an eye on the bottom line, SERRC creates several cooperatives 
and consortiums to keep costs low and performance levels high for 
contracted services. The agency wins a national award for its Adult 
Education program, expands its job training and placement services, 
works with youth directly on several federally-funded projects, expands 
its AIDS and drug and violence programs, and vigorously pursues (and 
wins) technology grants in an attempt to help close the digital divide in 
Alaska.

With its focus on establishing and implementing a lasting infrastructure, 
SERRC moves from Ketchikan to Juneau and concentrates its efforts on 
Employment Training, Special Education services, and buys its first 
com puter system to process and store its financial records. By the end of 
the decade, SERRC’s operating budget exceeds $1 million.
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F r a n k  H .  M u r k o w s k i
Governor
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P.O. Box 110001 
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(907) 465-3500 
FAX (907) 465-3532 

WWW.aOV.STATE.AK.USST A T E  O F A LASK A  
O f f i c e  o f  t h e  g o v e r n o r  ' 

JU N E A U

March 5, 2003

The Honorable Pete Kott 
Speaker of the House 
Alaska State Legislature 
State Capitol, Room 208 
Juneau, AK 99801-1182

<
Dear1 Speaker Kott:

Under the authority of art. Ill, sec. 18, of the Alaska Constitution, I am 
transmitting a bill eliminating the Alyeska Central School program (ACS), the 

. state’s correspondence program.

Alyeska was once the state’s only correspondence program offering 
education services to students statewide. The school began operations in 1939 
offering programs to students living in remote areas with no local schools. 
However, there are 12 school districts currently offering statewide • 
correspondence services to Alaska’s school age residents.

. The district-operated statewide correspondence programs offer a variety 
of education delivery methods. Educational delivery models include US postal, 
Internet and family developed programs supported by district staff.

Eliminating the ACS program will eliminate the duplicative services 
currently being provided by school districts enrolling and serving 
correspondence students statewide. The Department of Education and Early 
Development will help ACS students and families identify the appropriate 
educational services and assist them in moving to other programs to ensure no 
child is left behind.

I urge your prompt and favorable action on this measure.

Sincerely,

(Frank H. Murkowski 
Governor

http://WWW.aOV.STATE.AK.US
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2 0 0 3  L E G I S L A T I V E  S E S S I O N  B i ll V e r s i o n :  H B  1 7 4
(H )  P u b lis h  D a t e : 3 /5 / 0 3

S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A  Fiscal Note Number: J _____

R e v i s i o n  D a t e / T im e  (N o t e  i f  c o r r e c t i o n ) : _____________________________D e p t . A f fe c t e d : E d u c a t io n  & E a r ly  D e v e lo p m e n t
T i t le  A n  A c t re la t in g  to  th e  s ta te  c e n t ra l iz e d ________________B R U   A ly e s k a  C e n t ra l S c h o o l
c o r r e s p o n d e n c e  s tu d y  p ro g r a m  a n d  th e  d u t ie s  o f  s c h o o l s . . . C o m p o n e n t   A ly e s k a  C e n t ra l S c h o o l
S p o n s o r  ________________________________________________________________ ____________________________________________
R e q u e s t e r  ________________________________________________________________C o m p o n e n t  N o . 2 1 0 6

Expenditures/R evenues________________________________ (Thousands of Dollars)
N o te : A m o u n ts  d o  n o t  in c lu d e  in f la t io n  u n le s s  o th e rw is e  n o te d  b e lo w .
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G r a n t s  & C la im s  
M is c e l la n e o u s
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0.0
0.0
0.0
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jC A P IT A L  E X P E N D IT U R E S  ]

IC H A N G E  IN  R E V E N U E S  ( ) T

F U N D  S O U R C E ______________________________   (T h o u s a n d s  o f  D o l la r s )
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A N A L Y S IS :  (Attach a separate page if necessary)
This bill will eliminate Alyeska Cenral School the statewide correspondence program operated by the state.

Students will be able to access correspondence programs from other school districts around the state. This 
reduction is already reflected in the Governor's proposed FY 04 budget.

P r e p a r e d  b y : E d d y  J e a n s .  S c h o o l F in a n c e  M a n a g e r___________________________________  P h o n e _____________________
D iv is io n  E d u c a t io n  a n d  E a r ly  D e v e lo p m e n t_________________________________________  D a te /T im e  3 / 5 / 0 3  8 : 5 6  AM
Approved by: Karen Rehfeld_____________________________________________  Date 3/5/2003______

Agency Education and Early Development____________________________

(Revised 9/2002 OMB) Page 1 of 1_
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A N A L Y S IS :  (Attach a separate page if necossarv)
This amendment eliminates summer school counts for the Alyeska Centralized Correspondence program. 
The above numbers are based on the FY03 counts.
FY03 Summer School ADM 364.84 
Correspondence Funding Level 80%
Adjusted ADM 291.88
Based Student Allocation $4.010
Summer School Funding $1,170,349

P r e p a r e d  b y : 
D iv is io n
A p p r o v e d  by : 
A g e n c y

E d d y  J e a n s ,  S c h o o l F in a n c e  M a n a g e r P h o n e
E d u c a t io n  a n d  E a r ly  D e v e lo p m e n t D a te /T im e  3 / 5 / 0 3  8 : 5 7  AM

D a t e  3 / 5 / 2 0 0 3
Education and Early Development
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The HEALTH, EDUCATION AND SOCIAL SERVICES Committee considered: 

HOUSE BILL NO. 174

FURTHER REFERRALS: Finance

HB 174

CORRESPONDENCE STUDY

"An Act relating to the state centralized correspondence study program, to funding for educational programs 
that occur primarily outside school facilities, and to the duties of school boards of borough and city school 
districts and regional educational attendance areas; and providing for an effective date."
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FROM : FAX NO. Mar. .14 2 0 0 3  0 2 :29PM  P3

CoUbelt Placet
SOI Wiut Tenth Streep Suite 200 
Juneau. Aladba 99601-1694 
(907) 407-2600 
(907) 466-4176 fax

FR A N K JL M U R KO W SKI, GOVERNOR

March 6,2003

Dear ACS students and families.

We regret to infoim you of the proposed permanent closure o f Alyeska Central School effective 
June 30,2003. This proposal is being pursued as part o f a statewide move la reduce government 
spending and to eliminate duplicate services. We want to assure you and your family that we will 
make every attempt to make this change with as little impact as possible on your schooling.

Alyeska has been in existence since 1939 as an effective alternative correspondence study 
program for students, first in the Territory of Alaska and, upon statehood in 1959, in the State of 
Alaska. In the past six years about a dozen additional correspondence study programs have been 
created by school districts in Alaska. Each of these programs enrolls students statewide. In fact, 
Alyeska Central School enrollments have decreased in recent years as some students have 
selected services through these other programs. There are about 8,000 students enrolled in other 
district operated statewide correspondence programs.

There are several options available for Alyeska students in our state. The local school district in 
which you reside may oner a correspondence program, a charter school or other alternative 
school. Our Alyeska staff will work with you over the next four months to find a suitable 
program, should you need assistance, fc addition, Alyeska staff members will do ail they can to 
help students complete their current coursework and graduating seniors earn their diplomas by 
June 30,2003.

The closure o f Alyeska is currently a proposal that will require legislative action to repeal the 
responsibility of the Department o f Education & Early Development to operate a correspondence 
program [AS 14.07.020 (9)]. There will be public hearings on the bill as it moves through the 
legislature;Yoircarf ftTHow the bill through your loc.tl Legislative Information Office.

We encourage you to work to complete your current courses by the middle of June. Continue to 
send in ynur work on a regular basis and contact your teacher or counselor if you have questions 
or need any help in completing your work. Thank you for the opportunity to support your 
education through Alyeska Central School.

Sincerely,

Karen Rehfeld
Acting Commissioner Alyeska Central School

6  pHnwdoimeytî diwioor



Alyeska Central School Student Enrollment Counts as of 3/4/03

ACS Students by district as of 3/4/03 Total
Grades
K-6

Grades
7-12

Regular
(all
grades)

Tuition
(all
grades)

TOTALS 108.2 171 90(3 64 441
Alaska Gateway Schools i3 J . 2
Aleutians East Borough Schools 3 1

| Anchorage Schools 4553 6< 39£ 32̂ f 135
Annette Islands Schools ti ' 2 2> 1
Bering Strait Schools c) i 3

| Bristol Bay Borough Schools . 2 C 2
Chatham Schools £ 8 7 2

(Copper River Schools 22 c 17 £ 14
Craig City Schools 1 c 1 1 0
Delta/Greely Schools 2 2 1 1
Denali Borough Schools 1 1 1 0
Dillingham City Schools 3 3 3 0
Fairbanks North Star Borough Schools 62 15 47 45 17l
Galena City Schools S 0 5 2 3
Haines Borough Schools 1 0 10 4 6
Hoonah City Schools 1 1 1 0
Iditarod Area Schools 3 0 3 1 2
Juneau Borough Schools 143 2 1 127 65 83
Kake City Schools 1 ’ 0 1 0
Kenai Peninsula Borough Schools 65 9 56 35 30

(Ketchikan Gateway Borough Schools 14 3 11 10 4
Kodiak Island Borough Schools 2 0 14 6 17 3
Kuspuk School District 1 0 0 1

|Lake & Peninsula Borough Schools 6 2 4 3 3
Lower Kuskokwlm Schools 23 5 18 11 12
Lower Yukon Schools 2 0 2 1 1
Mat-Su Borough Schools 59 11 48 39 2 0
Mt. Edgecumbe High School 17 0 17 0 1 7
Nenana City Schools 1 1 0 1 0
Nome City Schools 6 2 4 5 1
North Slope Borough Schools 51 3 48 5 46

| Northwest Arctic Borough Schools 8 1 7 6 2
Pelican City Schools 1 0 1 1
Petersburg City Schools 1 0 3 7 10 o|
Pribiiof Schools 2 0 2 2 0
Sitka Borough Schools v2 0 2 18 2 1 8
Skagway City Schools 1 0 0 1
Southeast Island Schools 5 2 3 5 0
Southwest Region Schools 1 0 4 6 5 5
Valdez City Schools 4 0 4 3 1
Wrangell Public Schools 4 1 3 2 A
Yukon Flats Schools 4 3 1 4 ~o|
Yukon/Koyukuk Schools 2 0 2 0 2
Yupiit Schools 1 1 0 1 o|

Regular enrollment represents students funded by the foundation formula. Tuition enrollment represents students 
enrolled in courses paid for by parents or districts.
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ACSEA 2000-2003 Master Agreement '*

ARTICLE 14
Salary 

Section 1 Salary Schedule
A. Salary Schedule effective July 1, 2000:

B+Q B+18 B+36
M+O

Semi- Semi- Semi-
Year Annual Monthly Annual Monthly Annual Monthly
0/A $41,280 $1,720 $42,960 $1,790 $44,592 $1,858
1/B $42,960 $1,790 $44,592 $1,858 $46,248 $1,927
2/C $44,592 $1,858 $46,248 $1,927 $47,904 $1,996
3/D $46,248 $1,927 $47,904 $1,996 $49,560 $2,065

' 4/E $47,904 $1,996 S49.5J0 $2,065 $51,216 $2,134
5/F $49,560 $2,065 $51,216 $2,134 $52,872 $2,203
6/G $51,216 $2,134 $52,872 $2,203 $54,528 $2,272
7/H $52,872 $2,203 $54,528 $2,272 $56,184 $2,341
8/I $56,484 $2,341 $57,816 $2,409
9/J $57,816 • $2,409 $59,496 $2,479

10/K $61,104 $2,546
11/L $62,784 $2,616
12/M $64,416 $2,684

B. The annual (semi-monthly) pay rate are for teachers wh'  work full-time. Pay computations 
for teachers who work less than full-time shall be pro-rated.

C. The State will provide each teacher who was employed on May 31,2000 and on the payroll 
July 3,2000, a one-time flat payment of $1,200.00 less required employee and employer 
deductions, no later than July 31,2000.

D. The salary schedule shown in Section 1A will be in effect for the period July 1,2000 through 
June 30, 2001.

E. The salary schedule shown In Section 1A will be adjusted by an increase of 2% for the 
period July 1,2001 through June 30, 2002.

F. The salary schedule shown In Section 1A as adjusted by Section 1E will be further adjusted 
by an increase of 3% for the period July 1, 2002 through June 30, 2003.
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Source: Alaska Department of Education and Early Development 
Public School Funding Program 
Prepared 3/13/02

School District State Contribution Cost Per Student FY02ADM Cor.ADM #ACS St.

Anchorage $199,751,175 $4,101.85 48,697.83 549.00 459

Fairbanks NSB $65,099,549 $4,325.10 15,051.58 202.93 62

Juneau $20,873,019 $3,825.06 5,456.90 50.60 148

Kenai $42,718,263 $4,530.57 9,428.90 370.48 65

Lower Kuskokwim $35,262,741 $9,669.69 3,646.73 00.00 23

Mat-Su $65,370,660 $5,133.72 12,733.59 422.65 59

Sitka $6,709,606 $4,390,069 1,528.36 81.05 20

North Slope $8,945,709 $4,426.86 2,020.78 00.00 51

Northwest Arctic $19,505,893 $9,070.82 2,150.40 13.95 8'

ACS $4,701,228 $3,220.80 00.00 1,465.47 1,465.47
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To HESS Committee members:
Re: HB 174 -  Closure of Alyeska Central School
Due to limited phone access the following testimony has been called in.
From: Sharon McEwen, Gold Creek, via Talkeetna, Alaska 99676

We live north of Talkeetna off of the railroad. We receive mail every other week. Have 
two daughters attending Alyeska Central School via snail mail. The school has been 
wonderful. We have been nine years with Alyeska. My oldest daughter began with 
Alyeska when she was in kindergarten and she is now in 8th grade. I also have a younger 
daughter in the program. Like teachers, think they are wonderful.

Not sure if they (other correspondence programs) will have a mail program available.
We have no e-mail or other access. Only have a radiophone that doesn’t always work all 
that well.

Please do not close the Alyeska Central School. Thank you



[Fwd: Testimony Daniel Knudson Concerning HB 174 purposed closer o f ACS]

Subject: [Fwd: Testimony Daniel Knudson Concerning HB 174 purposed closer of ACS] 
Date: Tue, 25 Mar 2003 14:43:07 -0900

From: Carl Gatto <Representative_Carl_Gatto@Legis.state.ak.us>
Organization: Alaska State Legislature

To: Cody Rice <Cody_Rice@legis.state.ak.us>

Subject: Testimony Daniel Knudson Concerning HB 174 purposed closer of ACS 
Date: Tue, 25 Mar 2003 18:06:28 EST 

From: Terrymcdt@aol.com
To: Representative_Carl_Gatto@legis.state.ak.us

Dear Representative Carl Gatto,
My name Is Daniel Knudson I testified via teleconference in favor of keeping Alyeska Central 

School open when this bill was last heard in the special committee on Education. When this bill (HB174) was last 
heard it was requested that I send In a written copy of my testimony. Here below is a copy of the testimony as it was 
meant to be read.

Thank You For Your Time 
Life Long Alaskan Daniel Knudson

My name is Daniel Knudson. I am a senior at Alyeska Central School and have been attending the program for the 
last three years. Before attending Alyeska Central, I went to both public and private schools. I have also taken 
classes from the University of Alaska. In all of my academic experience, I have never participated in such a well 
organized, challenging and enlightening program. Why did I chose to go to Alyeska over the public and private 
schools offered in my area? Because I was afraid, not of the growing violence in schools or that I would fail the 
curriculum, for I have always had good grades, but I was afraid that I wasn't learning anything. Sure I got good 
grades and yes I did well on the standardized tests, but I never felt like I was receiving the education I needed. Later, 
when I began to think about my future, I could not get over the doubt in my mind that when I graduated, these 
schools would not have prepared me for the next stage In life. Then I became a student of Alyeska Central and 
found stimulating classes, supportive teachers and interesting topics that challenged my intelligence. The 
self-reliance and self-initiative that is required to succeed at Alyeska teaches the youth of this State how to think for 
themselves, organize their own schedules, and to follow the facts. This will give them an advantage as the future 
entrepreneurs of Alaska.
Alyeska's year-round courses allow students to study at their own pace and, if for some reason they should have to 
stop for a time, Alyeska allows those students to continue while out of state or to stop in the middle of the semester 
and begin again where they left off. I was able to use this advantage last year when my father was diagnosed with 
cancer. We had to leave the state for several months. If I had been attending another school, I would have had to 
retake that semester of school, putting off my high school graduation for another year. This year round flexible 
schedule does not only benefit the students of ACS but also students from schools around the state. Those students 
that need just one more credit to graduate can take a class over the summer and finish before college starts.
Students who want to participate in a class that is full or not offered at their school can receive that class through 
ACS.

Alyeska is a complete, effective, and accredited academic institution, which has been effectively educating the 
youth of Alaska since 1939. Alaska's future depends on a well educated youth and Alyeska has demonstrated for 
the last 64 years that it is one of the best educational programs in Alaska. And if Alyeska is allowed to continue, it 
will carry on its mission of help' . ! youth of the state achieve academic excellence. And I believe Alyeska Central 
School will be instrumental in building an Alaska that is one of growth and prosperity.

mailto:Representative_Carl_Gatto@Legis.state.ak.us
mailto:Cody_Rice@legis.state.ak.us
mailto:Terrymcdt@aol.com
mailto:Representative_Carl_Gatto@legis.state.ak.us


Hello,

I am Becky Crabtree, an alternative education teacher in Barrow.

One of my jobs in the North Slope Borough School District is to coordinate 
correspondence classes for students throughout the district.

We began a district affiliation with Alyeska Central School last March. Since that 
time, over 50 North Slope students in six remote villages in grade levels 1-12 have 
enrolled in one or more classes. A wide variety of classes are available to our students 
who do not have access to higher level language classes or other elective offerings, to 
those who choose to study at home, and to those who need a class at a time when some of 
our small schools can’t schedule it. Imagine, in the tiny village of Nuiqsut, we have a 
student learning Basic Electronics and another taking Photography, classes that the local 
school district cannot offer. These students have in-depth support for their studies from 
ACS.

Our students NEED ACS and the accredited opportunities it provides.

The proposal to close it has driven me to search for other options for the North Slope. 
After looking at the alternatives I am convinced that ACS provides the best academic 
support, and most varied classes off-line and on-line for the students of the North Slope.

Please consider the needs of our North Slope rural students as you study this bill.

Thank you.

-Becky Crabtree



Wolcott Family 
5639 Fenwick Circle 

Anchorage, Alaska 99516 
907-346-2962 hm 
907-346-3962 fx

To: Senator Davis, Senator Dyson, Senator Green, Senator Guess, Senator 
Wilken, Representative Coghill, Representative Clssna, Representative Gara, 
Representative Gatto, Representative Heinze, Representa tive Kapsner, 
Representative Seaton, Representative Wilson, Representative Wolf, 
Representative Rokeberg-

Thank you for the opportunity to testify yesterday (March 18, 2003). I have 
been listening to testimonies from different perspectives sdnce testimonies 
began. What I got out of yesterdays meeting was that you are in need of more 
financial information and requested copies of our testimonies. In my research 
the attached is the most informative information I have s<ien. Currently, we are 
working on the comparisons of other programs to ACS, upon completion we will 
forward on to you. We are still waiting for several schools to call us back. We 
began this mission March 5th, 2003 (10 working days). What will our children do 
with this return phone call time frame? Please SAVE Alyeska Central School 
(ASC) Home School Program.

r 'u •'* • •  • t

M y te s t im o n y ;
My name is Kym Wolcott. We are an Alaskan family born & raised. Currently we have 
two children enrolled In ACS, 7th and 8th grade.

Our experience with our local schools was a night mare, We were told on several 
occasions that they did not have time for our children due to the overcrowding and lack 
of staff (budget cuts). Upon repeated messages such as this, we started researching 
other options for our children's education, we found ACS to be the best resource for 
our family. Our family business takes us to many areas in Alaska. ACS allows our family 
the opportunity to be together and at the same time contribute to their education to the 
highest quality. At the time theywefe Irrthe local school system they were receiving 
middle to low grades. Now due to ACS's quality education program they are receiving 
top notch grades.

On Saturday at the Anchorage Town Hall Meeting the Anchorage School District 
representatives were crying over lack of funding and additional budget cuts. Sending 
our children to Anchorage School District is not going to save the state money. Seems 
to us you would just be shifting the problem, not solving the problem.

The children actually enjoy learning now. These children are our future for Alaska.
Please don't undermine this already effective educational opportunity. Let there be no 
child left behind. Please do not get rid of the ACS family.

x0 0 'd  d z e ^ z z  EQ/Bi /e<a E96e9t>E<i0B isan aui fir



A l y e s k a  C e n t r a l  S c h o o l  C o s t s  a n d  F u n d i n g

S ta te m e n t  b y  R ic k  C u rrie r , 

A ly e s k a  C e n t r a l  S c h o o l  T e a c h e r  a n d  m e m b e r , A ly e s k a  C e n tra l  S c h o o l  
E d u c a t io n  A s s o c ia t io n

Alyeska Central School receives the majority o f  its funding from the Department 
o f  Education and Early Development foundation funding. Other income comes from 
selling courses on a  tuition basis at $250.00 per semester course and some Federal grant 
funding under the Migrant Education program. Foundation funding and tuition course 
receipts, not appropriated funds fund faculty and staff salaries, educational supplies, the 
warehouse lease, and course-printing equipment costs. In addition, ACS is “taxed" for 
certain services received from the Department and other stale agencies including:

$52,000.00 per year for the Commissioner’s office 
$15, 000.00 per year for the State Board o f Education 
$18, 300.00 per year for ESS costs including Human Resources, and accounting 
$19, 000.00 per year for miscellaneous services from other departments 

Including legal services from the Department o f Law, risk 
management, mail room operation, and the library connection 

$11, 000.00 per year for IT support 
$115,300.00 annual total

The above costs arc paid with receipts from foundation funding and tuition 
courses. I f  ACS Is closed, other divisions in the Department will have to bear these costs.

Alyeska Central School has two major leases. One is tho warehouse at 
$128,000.00 per year. The Department of Administration contributes $19,000.00 per year 
toward this lease. Alyeska’s annual cost share for the warehouse lease is $109, 000.00 per 
year. The other lease is $95,000.00 for printer/copier machines to reproduce course 
lesson plans. Both leases are funded with ACS’s proceeds from foundation funding and 
tuition courses. The warehouse lease expires in 2009. Although the lease has a release 
clause if  the Legislature doesn’t fbnd ACS, the State doesn’t typically cancel active 
leases in order to maintain the good will and confidence of lenders and leasers.

In my previous testimony, T stated that closing Alyeska Central School will cost 
the State money, rather than save money. 1 have included several enclosures that 
breakdown the differences in FTE the State will pay if  various percentages o f  our 
currently enrolled students enter classrooms in Anchorage, which receives no rural cost 
differential funding, rather than enroll in another distance education program. Please 
note the statements that you have heard from several parents and students indicating that 
they do not feel other distance learning programs can meet their needs. Thus, if  25 per 
cent o f  our 641 foundation-funded students enroll in local brick and mortar schools at 100 
per cent FTE, the State will pay an additional $128, 521.00 or 6 per cent more per year.

zssesfrs^as isaa aqi Ridiuis



I f  40 per cent seek brick and mortar enrollment, it will cost the State $205,000.00 more 
per year. I f  70 per cent enroll in local classrooms, the State will pay an additional 
#359,000.00 per year. Note that these figures are for Anchorage o r schools that have no 
rural cost differentials. I f  rural cost differentials are added, the costs increase 
substantially. For example, our five Barrow 3tudents will cost the State an additional 
$2823.04 each per year each or $14,115.00 per year in rural cost differential plus the 
difference between 0.8 and 100 per cent FTE o f  $3946.00 for an increase o f $18,061.00. 
That’s just for five students. We have students in every school district in the stato. Note 
that if  95 per cent or more o f our students enter brick and mortar classrooms next year, 
the result will be a 25 percent foundation funding increase.

Enel: (1) ACS Closure is not a Cost Saving chart
(2) Potential Foundation Funding Increases due to ACS Closure graphic
(3) Alyeska Central School Student Enrollment Counts as o f 03/04/03



ACS Closure Is not a cost savingsl

$4,010 Per Student S41 Students $ 2,056,328

Correspondence Brick& Mortar
Stay 60% Switch 100% Foundation $
95% $1,953,512 5% $ 128,521 $ 2,082,032 $
60% $1,850,695 10% $ 257,041 $ 2,107,736 $
85% $1,747,679 15% $ 385,562 $ 2,133,440 $
80% $1,645,062 20% $ 514,082 $ 2,159,145 $
75% $1,542,246 25% $ 642.603 $ 2,184,849 $
70% $1,439,430 30% $ 771,123 $ 2,210,553 3
65% $1,336,613 35% $ 899,644 $ 2,238,257 $
60% $1,233,797 40% $ 1,028,164 $ 2,261,081 $
55% $1,130,880 45% $ 1,156,685 $ 2.287,665 5
50% $1,028,164 50% $ 1,285,205 $ 2.313,370 $
45% $ 925,348 55% $ 1,413,728 $ 2,339,074 $
40% $ 822,531 60% $ 1,542,246 $ 2.384,776 $
35% S 719,715 65% $ 1,870,767 $ 2.390,482 $
30% $ 616,898 70% $ 1,789,287 $ 2,416,186 $
25% $ 514,082 75% $ 1,927,808 $ 2,441,690 $
20% $ 411,266 80% $ 2,056,328 $ 2,487,594 $
15% $ 308,449 $ 2,184,849 $ 2,493,299 5
10% $ 205,633 ' 90% $ 2,313,398 $ 2,519,003 $
5% $ 102,816 95% $ 2.441,890 $ 2,544,707 9
0 % $ 1 0 0 % $ 2,570,410 $ 2,570,411 $

Increase
25,704
51,408
77,112

102,817
128,521
154,225
170,928
205,633
231,337
257,042
282,746
308,450
334,154
359,858
385.582
411,266
436,971
462,675
488,379
514,083

Avtti'.flC!
rcuni&itfou

Funding
JllCiCViSt*

Potential
Foundation

Funding
Increase

Cost Differential 
1.504 

Barrow $ 6,031.04
ACS S 3,208.00

$ 2,823.04

Additional Foundation Funding 
needed for students returning 
to  local districts with cost 
differential such as Barrow.

Local Contribution 
23%

JSD $ 4,932.30 
ACS $ 3,208.00 

$ 1,724.30
/ Additional Local Funding 

needed fo r students returning 
to  local districts with a  focal 
contribution such a s  Juneau.
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MAR 1 9  2003
i7ir, Chairman*

My name :■.£ Nancy riichar. I .Live remote. fry son attended Hiyeska 

ft thru j.,i. S-Se graauac<?a in Jan and i asiediate .i y evt•;er en UMi;* s 

school or fisheries.

Speak ing trom exper ience 1 can hone st i y say R 1 y e s ka has a 
program so far beyond otner schools that crtsrs it no comparison., 

ineir wisdom in education by correspondence comes rrom b>c> years 

or experience. .. *

it my son had not graduated by June 3d , .i don't Know wnat

we would have done a Wnat anout the students who will not

graduate til July and Mugust with college plans tor bept?V

MCS nas survived and thrived since i ' j  ,y ;j because they nave 

the unique background, skill and knowledge to adapt to eacn 

student's .individual nesos-things g a m e d  through long-term 

experience, tnat in turn gives their students the necessary 

tool s., e ducat ion and vital SKiiis required to enter arm succeed 

in college* ihey write tneir own courses supplemented oy text 

books as there are none, esc- in math , written for 

correspondence and have received awards ror them, insy nave 

tne unique ability to writs courses that enable home teachers to 

integrate students from several grade levels into one class*

! n e y n a v e s c s  n c s p r o g r a ,r s a e v e 1 a p e d t o a a d r ess t n e needs 

or aii of Hlasxas unique l ites tyies--be it a student on a 

fishing boat, a trapxxne, living subsistence, rural, remote,



i-iy son was oosesseri wren marine life since age 3* Working 

with tne school we developed marine life courses for him J. thru 

b th grade.*„ one has becomea permanent course* In High school 

they found him an out of state oceanography course

This past summer he was accepted into tne rturai Hiasxa 

Honors institute at UhF where ne completed a full semester of 3 

regular courses in b weeks, earning a college credits, with 3* £S 

3 PM0 ihe learning skiiis he gained at HCd were reaiiy put to tne 

test*

He is currently a straight i’-l student at UHF and has been 

allowed to taxe a post graduate course in marine research as a 

freshman because of tne strong background they helped nim to

D U 1 i  Q * J u a II a

He is not unique* l attended the past 3 Hcademic 

.uecathaions and saw the brilliant, teams they built eacn year, 

in a student from a small island m  southeast, won 7

medals and was later offered a full scnoiarsnip to Stanford.

Tney also won tne super Quiz,tneir main event, over all 3b 

scnoois competing and took 3rd p.iace in the large school .Oiv, 

competing against all tne largest schools in Hiaska. in i=:»Mi£ 

they again took 3rd place for large schools, missing iind oy only 

a few points coming close to being runner up for National 

competition, m e  team aiso won numerous medals. Tne 3:od*i team 

won i 't go i d  medals and a suver* we naa, a n a  hope to have, nign 

nopes for them for next year. 1'neir opportunity rests in your 

nanos. inis kind o f achievflient is a direct reflection or tne

u r i o a n ,  t r a v e l i n g  o r  b e e r i d d e n .



school..and it's teacners. tSu~Val ley has oeen the only Mat-SU 

school attending »

1 have known parents who ief'c PCb for Calvert or Borough 

programs because they were not so demanding, and rigorous.

Parents and students continue to choose PCS because of its 

academic excellence. 1 cannot emphasize this enough.They deserve 

to continue to have this option. You cannot say you value a gooci 

education for f-iLL of Piaskas children a no then ciose the door on 

a program like this..many rural and remote stuidents will 

literally be left behind.

Schools Statewide can purchase courses from PCS to replace 

ones hit by budget cuts. Line more valuable servlice to the 

stat e.

Plyeska is a priceless treasure tnat deserves to be 

appreciated, respected and continue to be PrtUi ticVfci) bY taiHit 

LPw. In ending I can only say

My Cod

How can it oe that budgets are balanced 

on the backs of-children ana the elderly 

Those who were our beginning and those 

who are our future

My bod

i-iow ao you mane children understand 

that their school is irrelevant., 

and their education is only equated



i n  d o l l a r s .

My God

How c a n  t h e y  s a y  t h a t  a  s c h o o l

o l d e r  t h a n  t n e  G r a c e  i t s e l f

t n a t  i s  t h e  emDoc i i me n t  o r  t n e  o l d  s a y i n g

“ Pge  i s  Wi s d o m"  f a c e s  e x t i n c t i o n

f i y God

W hat k i n d  o f  f u t u r e  c a n  we h o p e  co h a v e  

w nen we a r e  so  d i i n a  

t o  t h e  p r e c i o u s  g i f t s  we h a v e  

a n d  h o l d  i n  o u r  h a n d s

We n e e d  y o u r  h e l p  1o r d

a me n .



FROM : FAX NO. : Mar. 14 2 0 0 3  02 :29PM  P2

TO: State o f Alaska March 14,2003
House Education Services Committee 
ATTN: Representative Peggy Wilson, Chair

FROM: Phoebe Blackwell 
Yukon Island 
PO Box 2454 
Homer, AK 99603

NOTE: I  would like this testimony entered into public record.

I am the mother o f a 15-year-old Autistic child (Asperger’s Syndrome) who is enrolled in 
Alyeska Central School (ACS). We recently received notice that there is a proposal to 
close ACS. We are frankly horrified Our son was enrolled at the beginning of this 
school year in ACS and for the first time in his life is on grade level in his schooling and 
achieving a B+ average. This would not be possible without ACS. In addition, due to 
other health issues in our family we travel to and from Alaska and the only way his 
schooling is still accommodated is through ACS.

My husband and I have five children. Within Alaskan schools our score is 1 success, 4 
failures. Our oldest daughter did fine in the Ancliorage School District The next 4 kids 
(all boys) have the following record: Our 25 year old ended up in SAVE, our 22 year old 
made it with a 3.8 gpa to his senior year then barely graduated. Our 18 year old got a 
GED from the Alaska Military Youth Academy. The last o f the four is our 15 year old. 
Not a great average!

The teachers and counselors at ACS have been wonderful. This is one o f the most 
beneficial programs in Alaska, I myself was homoschooled on Yukon Island in 
Kachcmak Bay, Alaska some 30+ years ago. Please don’t take away this viable 
alternative for kids who just do not do well in the regular schools o f Alaska. I believe 
removal of this program would be a detriment to the future o f Alaska.

f i S .  U X - W  K l °  L a f c  f e s ,  M > M U e h b  f e e s  f M )
,  Vo I i y d iw f&  f t d h k ^  ‘U w e
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FROM : Mar. 14 2 0 0 3  02 :29PM

6 9 0  E d ison  W ay 
R eno , NV 8 9 5 0 2

A Residential Treatment Center For Children and Adolescents

W illow Springs Center

(775) 853-3303 
FAX; (775) 058-4565

August 16, 2001

ATTENTION: SERGEANT BREWER-FAX No. (907) 580-2180 

Re: Christopher Czikra

This is a letter supporting the medical necessity o f Mr. and Mrs. Donald Blackwell being 
in Reno for transition family therapy and the discharge o f Mrs. Blackwell’s 13-year-old 
son, Christopher Czikra from 8 months o f residential psychiatric treatment at Willow 
Springs Center. Issues about discharge planning, family structure, stabilization, and 
coping strategics and support are crucial in Chris tr-Jdng a successful return to his family 
and community. His present Axis I psychiatric diagnoses are:

1. Impulsive control disorder
2. Pervasive developmental disorder, atypical
3. Attention Deficit Disorder, mixed.

He has done quite well in the treatment program and is on no psychotropic medication.

Thank you.

Lan,
Medical Director 
Willow Springs Center

LNflb



CUMULATIVE STUDENT RECORD

FROM : FAX NO. :

::^PATE-:" I -"-••."•COURSE DESCRIPTION

Language Arts 7 
Social Studies 7 
Science 7 
Math 7
Physical Education 
Recreation

G RA DE  I C R ED IT

F
F
F
F
Pass
Pass

Grades reflect Spring semester) 2000-200 
at Truckee Meadows School.

Note: Failing grades due to excessive 
absences and incomplete work

E0UC08(&8e)

Mar. 14 2 0 0 3  02 :30PM  P5

TRUCKEE MEADOWS SCHOOL
6 9 0  ED ISO N  WAY REN O . NV. 6 9 5 0 2  
. f / 7 5 )  6 5 8 -3 3 0 3  i -8 0 0 -4 4  &-B4S4

SI UORWT ENTRY OATS LAST SCHOOL ATTENBfiD OP AM

1/29/01 Romig Middle School 8
SlUOENTNAME

CZIKRA, Christopher
HBTHOATC

11/24/87
PARENT OR GUARDIAN HOME PHONE

Don and Phoebe Blackwell 
Place WORK PHONE

cnv 2JPCODE
Anchorage, AK 99517
DA IE OF WITHDRAWAL 

10/8/01

READING
WRITING
MATH

-N/A-
OAYE PAISeD

ATTENDS) ABSENT 

122  days o

m m ■;:U ‘ l::-.. -. SUMMER SCHOOL.; ,'. '
1 pate 1 : course DEfeiRiPTTCN;, ' , ;■

' C U H R C N T  S E M E S T E R  v ;
CATE ;cOiiRfi$OEaCRipnoN,:,' r.<. ■ ■  .grAqef-.- : i.ceEfl

Fall
‘01-02

Language Arts 8 
Science 8 
Social Studies 8 
Math 8 -
Physical Education 
Recreation

Grades ar : withdrawl from Truckee Meadov 'fl School.

DATE THIS TRANSCRIPT ISSUED 

MOUTH Q ot. DAY-

TRANSCRIPT SENT TO: . - L

-̂ 2-

F
F
F
F
Pass
Pass

-8- ■ ̂ AR200i-
-Romfg: ̂ fiddle Suliuul-

AUTHORIZED SIONATURE

—  t:LA S SE S  MEET 5  DAYS A W EEK -  6 0  M INUTES LENG fH  O F  PER IO D  
:<a W EEKS  IN A SC H O O L  YEAR —

TRADITIONAL. COURSE WORK 
COMPETENCY - BASED APPROACH 
INDEPENDENT SUPERVISED STUDY

C R ED IT S  MAY BE  EARNED ;
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PowerSchoot Page 1 o f 1

Clcisc Score Detail
Course Teacher Period Rival Grade

Phys Science SI Herding, Patrick 3 B+ (89%)

Cue Data Category Assignment Score % GrtJ
03/14/2002 Unit Unit 1 208.5/310 85.97 B
00/15/2002 Unit Unit 2 290/314 92.36 A-
08/10/2002 Unit Unit 3 ( V311
06/17/2002 Unit Unite (1/306
03/10/2002 Unit Unit 5 (J/33B

Grates last updated on 12/^2002

f k t e 'D e t  fk e e tw Q



FRQM : FAX NO. M ar. 14  2 0 0 3  02.'32PM  P 3

Student Number 
Course Number 
Section

32973
32011

Alaska Deportment o f Education <k Early Development
Alyeska Central School 
3141 Channel Dr., #100 

Juneau, AK 99801-7897

N o t ic e  o f  C o m p l e t io n  o f  H ig h  Sc h o o l  C o ur se

This is to certify that C h r i i t o p h e r  C z ik r a has completed

G e n e r a l  M a th  S e m e s t e r !

Education AJyeska Central School with a final grade o f 89%B 

This entitles the student to 1/2 units o f high school credit.

through the Alaska Department o f

G r a d in g  S y s te m
Credits are "Carnegie” units 

A “  Outstanding (90-100)
B = Superior (80-89)
C »  Average (70 - 79)
D = Lowest Passing (60 - 69)
P «  Satisfactory Performance
F =» Falling (below 60)

C o m p le tio n  D a te  F e b r u a r y  5 .2 0 0 3

itUbodttdilflvrturo

Teacher
(Ute

Student Number 
Course Number 
Section

32973
31111

Alaska Department o f Education A: Early Development
Alyeska Central School 
3141 Channel Dr., #100 

Juneau, AK 99801-7897

N o t ic e  o f  C o m p l e t io n  o f  H ig h  Sc h o o l  C o urse

This is to certify that C h r i s to p h e r  C r i k r a has completed

E n g lis h  9 , s e m e s te r  1 through the Alaska Department of

B .Education Alyeska Central School with a final grade of 

This entitles the student to 1/2 units o f high school credit.

G r a d in g  S y s te m
Credits are ”Carncgic" units 

A = Outstanding (9 0 - 100)
B = Superior (80 -89)
C ■ Average (70 - 79)
D = Lowest Passing (60 - 69)
P = Satisfactory Performance
F -  Failing (below 60)

Completion Date January 31,2003

■uthorizMt siffi

Teacher

p i n

title



Student Number 
Course Number 
Section

FRQM : FAX NO.

32973
34101

Alaska Department o f  Education & Early Development
Alyesks Central School 
3141 Channel Dr., #100 

Juneau, AK 99801-7897

M ar. 14 2 0 0 3  02 .'32P M  P4

N o t ic e  o f  C o m p l e t io n  o f  H ig h  Sc h o o l  C o urse

This is to certify that C h r is  C r f k r a has completed

A la s k a  S tu d ie s :  G e o g ra p h y  a n d  C u l tu r e s through the Alaska Department of

A -.Education Alyeska Central School with a final grade o f __

This entitles the student to .5 units of high school credit.

G r a d in g  S y s te m
Credits ore "Carnegie" uniLt

A » Outstanding (90 - 100)
B sm Superior (80 -89)
C a Average (70 - 79)
D =* Lowest Passing (60 - 69)
P a • Satisfactory Performance j
F tn Failing (below 60) 1

Completion Date November 21,2002

sig'-stura

Teacher
title

SID ______
Bogin Data 
Course Code

32B73
September 2002 

33201.1

Alaska Department of Education 
Alyeska Central School 

3141 Channel Dr., #100 
Juneau, AK 99801-7B97

N o t i c e  o f  C o m p l e t i o n  o f  H i g h  S c h o o l  C o u r s e

This is to certify that Christopher C2ikra has completed
Biology - semester 1

Education Alyeska Central School with a final grade of B (84%). 
This entitles the student to 0.5 units of high school credit.

through the Alaska Department of

Grading System
Credits are "Carnegie* units 

A => Outstanding (9 0 -100)
B = Superior (80 - B9)
C ** Average (70 - 79)
D = Lowest Passing (60 - 69)
P = Satisfactory Performance

I F b  Failing (below 60)

Completion Date February 20,2003

£ J k
'* 4 4 -5utt>uthorizod signature

Teacher
tills
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Mary Alice McKeen 
212 West 9th Street 
Juneau, Alaska 99801
March 17,2003 * . w

Representative Carl Gatto
Chair, Special Committee on Education
Re: House Bill 174 *&&$■*&&&&

Dear Representative Gatto,

I  have two children currently in the Alaska schools and one who 
graduated last year. My daughter who graduated last year 
graduated from Alyeska Central Correspondence School. I  think 
correspondence school is a valuable option for parents to have. I t  
is different from support for parents who are home schooling 
their children, which I  have also done. Therefore, I  hope your 
Committee takes a hard look at House Bill 174. I  think the State 
should not lose the correspondence option for parents and 
students in this State.

Thank you for your and the Committee's work.

Sincerely,

Mary Alice McKeen


