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Department o f Health and Social Services 
Division of Juvenile Justice 

Information Packet for SB 340/ H B  487

Transmittal letter from the Governor (Senate)- Dated 2/16/04

Copy o f SB 340: This bill is identical to the House version (H B 4S7)

SB 340 is scheduled for the third reading in the Senate on 4/27/04

House Committee Action on H B  4S7: Copy of the bill history included; passed 
through House Judiciary with 5 DP; Passed House Finance with 4 DP, 4 NR

DHSS/ Division of Juvenile Justice Legislative Fact Sheet included

Division of Juvenile Justice alternative non-secure shelter location options 
attached



SB 340 /HB 487 Relating to the Detention o f Juveniles 
Department o f Health and Social Services 

Division o f Juvenile Justice- 4/26/04

Highlights related to the Proposed Legislation:

❖  Modifies AS 47.12.240, AS 47.30.705 and AS 47.37.170 to prohibit the placement o f minors 
in a ja il or secure facility who are in protective custody due to mental illness, grave disability, 
intoxication or incapacitation by alcohol or drugs.

❖  Required for D H SS/DJJ to be in compliance with the 2002 reauthorization o f the federal 
Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention Act of 1974 (JJD PA ) that went into effect on 
October 1,2003.

❖  Does not affect existing statutory provisions for the detention o f minors for delinquent or 
“ criminal-type” offenses described in A S  47.12.240. The emphasis is on ensuring that state 
stamte comports with the federal requirements for not holding non-offenders in a locked 
facility when they have not committed a crime.

Background:

D H SS , D J J  receives approximately $700,00 annually through the federal Juvenile Justice and 
Delinquency Prevention Act (J JD P A ) formula grant program. Funds are used to pay for a
variety o f services, including nonsecure shelters and prevention/intervention services for juveniles. 
States receiving JJD P funds must meet four core juvenile justice mandates. The mandates along with 
the actual numerical standards for “ violations”  are:

a. Deinstitutionalization o f status offenders a*.i non-offenders: 5.7 per 100.000;
b. Separation of juveniles from adult offenders in institutions: Zero (0);
c. Removal of juveniles from adult ja ils and lockup facilities: 9.0 per 100.000;
d. Reduction o f disproportionate minority contact: no statistical de minimis.

.Alaska is currently out of compliance with there standards at a fa irly  significant rate. Violation 
rates for the first three core mandates in FY02 and FY03 are as follows:

a. Deinstitutionalization: FY02 at 47.70 and FY03 at 37.S2;
b. Separation from Adult offenders: FY02 at 21.35 and FY03  at 4.1; and,
c. Jail Removal: FY02  at 68.08 and FY03 at 47.05.

W ithout passage of this legislation, the Department w ill lose 40% of the FFY2004  grant award, 
or $280,000 in the first year and an additional 40%  of the FFY2005 aw ard , for a total 
anticipated loss of $560.0 in federal grant funds.

I f  violations o f the JJD P  Act are incurred once the statute is changed, the argument can be made to 
OJJDP that all violations were in violation of existing state law, which is an allowable “ exception” 
to the de minimum numerical standards for monitoring compliance with the JJD P Act.

The change in state statute is consistent with best practice, i.e. juveniles should not be held in a 
locked facility when they have not committed a crime.

The Division w ill continue to work with local and state law enforcement, as well as within this 
Department with the Division of Behavioral Health, to further develop the alternatives that w ill 
provide tlie appropriate response for these juveniles.



Division of Juvenile Justice Non-Secure Shelter Grants

Provider Service Area U FY02 Clients U FY03 Clients FY04 Awards'

Fairbanks Native Association Fairbanks 94 62 27,000

Juneau  Youth Services Juneau 39 19 15,000

Kenai Peninsula Community Care Center Kenai Peninsula 178 163 50,000

Kodiak Youth Services Center Kodiak 5 2 8,000

Residential Youth Care Ketchikan 24 8 23,000

Valdez Counseling Center Valdez (no award) 0 6,000

Youth Advocates of Sitka Sitka 19 15 12,000

North Slope Borough Barrow 7 11 (in process)

Wrangell, City of Wrangell 1 1 (no award)

Totals 367 281 141,000

‘Funds purchase actual services and limited administrative costs  only, so awards not fully expended when service is underutilized.

Working to establish or re-establish shelters in:
Mat-Su Borough (provider agreement signed 1/04)
Anchorage
Barrow
Wrangell
Dillingham
Kotzebue

updated 4/26/04


