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This B ill revises the riparian management standards o f  the Forest Resources Practices Act (FRPA ) for Region 
I I I  by strengthening protection for fish habitat and water quality in a manner that continues to support both the 
timber and fishing industries.

The current standards for Region I I I  were adopted as an interim measure in the 1990 revision o f  the Act, Under 
these standards, harvesting can occur up to the bank o f  anadromous waters on both public and private land 
under some conditions. With the proposed B ill, a ll anadromous and high-value resident fish waters are 
classified and riparian standards are established for each classification.

The requirements are tailored to the characteristics and fish habitat needs o f  each stream type. A no-harvest 
buffer w ill be required on most anadromous and high-value resident fish waters. However, along glacial rivers 
where some o f  the most valuable timber occurs, the standards allow harvest o f  up to h a lf the large white spruce 
in the landward h a lf o f  the buffer. This allows landowners to capture some o f  the economic value within the 
riparian areas while keeping enough large trees to provide woody debris.

This b ill is not a wholesale revision o f  the Act. It has substantive changes fo r riparian management standards 
applying to Region I I I  only. Other technical revisions include changes to the statewide nomenclature fo r 
waterbody classes to prevent confusion between waterbody types in different regions. The bill also moves 
definitions o f  regional boundaries from the regulations to the Act and makes a minor change to the regional 
boundary on the Kenai Peninsula to better match the difference between forest types. Most forestland in the 
affected area is in federal ownership, so there w ill be minimal impact on other landowners.

SB 88 helps ensure that the FRPA continues to be certified for compliance with federal Clean Water Act and 
coastal zone management requirements. This means that the Act continues to provide “ one-stop shopping”  for 
the timber industry with respect to state and federal non-point source pollution and coastal management 
standards.

This b ill is founded on the best science available including an extensive review o f  existing research and 
recommendations o f  an interdisciplinary Science & Technical Committee. The committee included 
experienced field s ta ff from  the state resource agencies and private sector as well as University o f  Alaska and 
federal scientists.

An Implementation Group that included representatives o f  the timber and fishing industries, Native corporations 
and environmental groups drafted language to implement the scientists' recommendations in a practical manner 
that works in the field. This b ill is unanimously endorsed by the Board o f  Forestry and has support from a broad 
array o f  interest groups.
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Alaska Departm ent o I

N A T U R A L
B r i e f i n g :  R E S O U R C E S
R e g i o n  I I I  F o r e s t  P r a c t i c e s  a m e n d m e n t s  J a n u a r y  2 0 0 3

D E P A R T M E N T  O F  N A T U R A L  R E S O U R C E S  - -  D I V I S I O N  O F  F O R E S T R Y

O v e r v i e w .  A bill to amend the Alaska Forest Resources and Practices Act (FRPA ) fo r Interior 
Alaska (Region II I )  was introduced in 2001 as HB 131/SB 98. The b ill sets standards for 
forestry activities in riparian areas. The b ill ensures that Region I I I  standards
■ protect fish habitat and water quality,
■ support healthy timber and fishing industries, and
■ incorporate the best available science.
The b ill is the product o f  two years o f  work by a broad array o f  interests. There is broad support 
fo r the consensus in the b ill.

A p p l i c a b i l i t y .  In Region III, the FRPA  applies to commercial forestry operations on a ll land 
ownerships where the operation borders surface waters or a riparian area, or where the operation 
is more than 40 acres and the landowner owns more than 160 acres in total.

B a c k g r o u n d .  This bill is based on work by an interdisciplinary Science & Technical Committee 
and an Implementation Group that represented affected interests. The Science & Technical 
Committee reviewed relevant research and published an annotated bibliography o f  the results, 
drafted a stream classification system, and recommended changes to current riparian 
management standards. Committee members had expertise in fisheries, forestry, hydrology, and 
soils. Members included scientists and experienced field s ta ff from  the resource agencies, the 
University o f  Alaska, the U .S. Geological Survey, and the private sector.

The Implementation Group discussed how to implement the recommendations o f  the Science and 
Technical Committee in a manner that works on the ground, and drafted language for changes to 
the FRPA and regulations. The group included representatives from the departments o f  Natural 
Resources, Fish and Game, and Environmental Conservation; private forest owners, the timber 
and fishing industries, and environmental groups.

The Board o f  Forestry reviewed and concurred with the recommendations from the 
Implementation Group. The recommendations were incorporated into draft legislation, which 
the Board endorsed. The legislation was introduced as HB 131/SB 98. In 2001-2002, this b ill 
was heard in the House Special Committee on Fisheries, House Resources Committee, Senate 
Resources Committee, and Senate Finance Committee, and passed out o f  a ll committees without 
opposition. The House also passed the b ill without opposition. The bill was not scheduled for 
vote on the Senate floor, and must reintroduced. There is interest from legislators in 
reintroducing the bill in 2003.

S u m m a r y  o f  k e y  p r o v i s i o n s .  The b ill defines three types o f  water bodies, and sets riparian 
standards for each type as follows:
■ On large non-glacial waters and glacial backwater sloughs (Type III-A ): a no-cut buffer o f  

66' on private land, and 100' on public land. Harvesting can occur in the landward 33' o f  the 
buffer on public land with the concurrence o f  ADF&G.



“ On other glacial waters (Type III-B ): a 66' riparian area on private land and a 100' riparian 
area on public land. The h a lf closest to the waterbody is a no-cut buffer. In the landward 
half, up to 50%  o f  the large white spruce may be harvested.

■ On small non-glacial waters (Type III-C , <3' wide): a 100' special management area in which
harvesting may occur, but must be consistent with maintenance o f  important habitat.
ADF&G  and DNR  w ill do more research on this stream type to determine the extent o f  
occurrence within comm rcial forests and to assess needed management measures.

The b ill also
■ Changes the statewide nomenclature fo r waterbody classes, to prevent confusion between 

waterbody types in different regions.
■ Moves definitions o f  regional boundaries from  the regulations to the Act.
■ Makes a m inor change to the regional boundary on the Kenai Peninsula to better match the

difference between forest types. Most forest land in the affected area is in federal ownership, 
so there w ill be little impact on landowners.

For more information, contact: 

J e ff Jahnke
D N R  Division o f  Forestry 
550 W . 7th Avenue 
Anchorage, A K  99501 
907-269-8474

Chris Maisch 
DNR Division o f  Forestry 
3700 Airport Way 
Fairbanks, A K  99709-4699 
907-451-2666
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Alaska Forest Resources & Practices Regions
as defined in 11 A A C  95.800 Designation of Regions

Region Description
Cousial Sitka Spruce/Hemlock 
Interior Spruce/Hardwood, South of 
the Alaska Range 
Interior Spruce/Hardwood, North 
and West of the Alaska Range
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Organizations and Individuals Testifying in Support of HB 131 
During 2001-2002 sessions

■ Yukon R iver Drainage Fisheries Association (J ill K lein , B ill Fliris, Chris Stark)

■ Bering Sea Fishermen's Association (Chris Stark)

■ United Fishermen o f  Alaska (Jerry McCune)

■ Northern Alaska Environmental Center (Nancy Fresco)

■ Board o f  Forestry members (Larry Hartig, B ill Jeffress, R ick Smeriglio)

■ Larry Smith, individual

Written support for HB 131 during 2001-2002 sessions

■ Alaska Forest Association (Jack Phelps, executive director)

" Society o f  American Foresters, Alaska Chapter (John Fox, chair)

» White Spruce Enterprises (Leslie and Jerry Gustafson)

■ Tanana Va lley State Forest Citizens’ Advisory Committee (Trish Wurtz, chair)

■ Alaska Conservation Alliance (Danielle Brown)

■ Y  ikon River Drainage Fisheries Association (J ill K lein, executive director)

■ Fairbanks Chamber o f  Commerce (John Bums, chair)

* Individuals
o Frederick Dean, Fairbanks 
o  Tom Paragi, Fairbanks
o Jim Reynolds, UAA  Emeritus Professor o f  Fisheries, Fairbanks
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HOUSE BILL NO. 131 F e b r u a r y  26, 2001
"An A c t  r e l a t i n g  to  s t a n d a r d s  f o r  f o r e s t  r e s o u r c e s  and  p r a c t i c e s ;  and  p r o v i d i n g  
f o r  a n  e f f e c t i v e  d a t e . "
BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:
S e c t i o n  1 .  AS 4 1 .1 7 .0 8 7 ( b )  i s  amended t o  r e a d :

(b) The c o m m is s io n e r  s h a l l  a d o p t  r e g u l a t i o n s  t h a t  s p e c i f y  t h e  
s t a n d a r d s  u n d e r  w hich a  v a r i a t i o n  w i l l  be g r a n t e d  f o r  h a r v e s t i n g  t im b e r  w i t h i n  
t h e  r i p a r i a n  a r e a  o f

(1) a low g r a d i e n t  Type I -A  (TYPE A] w a t e r  body w i t h  a w id th  
o f  f i v e  f e e t  o r  l e s s ;  and

(2) o t h e r  a p p r o p r i a t e  w a te r  body t y p e s .
S e c .  2 .  AS 4 1 .1 7 .1 1 6  i s  r e p e a l e d  and  r e e n a c t e d  t o  r e a d :

S e c .  4 1 .1 7 .1 1 6 .  R i p a r i a n  s t a n d a r d s  f o r  p r i v a t e  l a n d .  (a) P r i v a t e
f o r e s t  l a n d  a d j a c e n t  t o  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  t y p e s  o f  w a t e r s  and  l o c a t e d  i n  R eg ion  I  i s
s u b j e c t  t o  t h e  r i p a r i a n  p r o t e c t i o n  s t a n d a r d ?  e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  t h i s  s u b s e c t i o n :

(1) a lo n g  a  Type I -A  w a te r  body,
(A) o p e r a t i o n s  w i t h i n  100 f e e t  o f  t h e  w a t e r  body o r  t o  

t h e  b r e a k  o f t h e  s lo p e ,  w h ic h e v e r  a r e a  i s  s m a l l e r ,  s h a l l  be  c o n d u c te d  i n  
c o m p l ia n c e  w i th  s lo p e  s t a b i l i t y  s t a n d a r d s  e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  r e g u l a t i o n s  a d o p te d  
u n d e r  t h i s  c h a p t e r ;  and

(B) h a r v e s t  o f  t im b e r  may n o t  be u n d e r t a k e n  w i t h i n  66 
f e e t  o f  t h e  w a te r  body;

(2) a lo n g  a  Type I -B  w a te r  body,
(A) o p e r a t i o n s  w i t h i n  100 f e e t  o f  t h e  w a t e r  body o r  t o

t h e  b r e a k  o f  t h e  s lo p e ,  w h ic h e v e r  a r e a  i s  s m a l l e r ,  s h a l l  be  c o n d u c te d  i n  
c o m p l ia n c e  w i th  s lo p e  s t a b i l i t y  s t a n d a r d s  e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  r e g u l a t i o n s  a d o p te d  
u n d e r  t h i s  c h a p t e r ;  and

(B) h a r v e s t  o f  t im b e r  may n o t  be u n d e r t a k e n  w i t h i n  66 
f e e t  o f  t h e  w a te r  body o r  t o  t h e  b r e a k  o f  t h e  s l o p e ,  w h ic h e v e r  a r e a  i s  s m a l l e r ;

(3) a lo n g  a  Type I -C  w a t e r  body,
(A) o p e r a t i o n s  w i t h i n  100 f e e t  o f  t h e  w a t e r  body o r  t o  

t h e  b r e a k  o f  t h e  s lo p e ,  w h ic h e v e r  a r e a  i s  s m a l l e r ,  s h a l l  be  c o n d u c te d  in  
c o m p l ia n c e  w i th  s lo p e  s t a b i l i t y  s t a n d a r d s  e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  r e g u l a t i o n s  a d o p te d  
u n d e r  t h i s  c h a p t e r ;  and

(B) t h e  o p e r a t o r  s h a l l ,  w here  p r u d e n t ,  r e t a i n  low v a lu  ■
t im b e r  w i t h i n  25 f e e t  o f  t h e  w a t e r  body o r  t o  t h e  l i m i t  o f  t h e  a r e a  d e s c r i b e d  i n
(A) o f  t h i s  p a r a g r a p h ,  w h ic h e v e r  a r e a  i s  g r e a t e r ,  w here  t h e  w id th  o f  t h e  w a te r  
body i s

( i )  g r e a t e r  t h a n  13 f e e t  a t  t h e  o r d i n a r y  h ig h  w a te r
m ark; o r

( i i )  g r e a t e r  t h a n  e i g h t  f e e t  a t  t h e  o r d i n a r y  h i g h  w a te r  
m ark i f  t h e  c h a n n e l  i s  i n c i s e d ;

(4) a lo n g  a  Type I -D  w a t e r  body,
(A) o p e r a t i o n s  w i t h i n  50 f e e t  o f  t h e  v /a te r  body o r  t o  t h e

b r e a k  o f  t h e  s l o p e ,  w h ic h e v e r  a r e a  i s  s m a l l e r ,  s h a l l  be c o n d u c te d  i n  c o m p l ia n c e
w i t h  s l o p e  s t a b i l i t y  s t a n d a r d s  e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  r e g u l a t i o n s  a d o p te d  u n d e r  t h i s  
c h a p t e r ;  and

(B) t h e  o p e r a t o r  s h a l l ,  w here  p r u d e n t ,  r e t a i n  low v a lu e  
t im b e r  w i t h i n  25 f e e t  o f  t h e  w a te r  body o r  t o  t h e  l i m i t  o f  t h e  a r e a  d e s c r i b e d  i n
(A) o f  t h i s  p a r a g r a p h ,  w h ic h e v e r  a r e a  i s  g r e a t e r ,  w here  t h e  w id th  o f  t h e  w a te r  
body i s

( i )  g r e a t e r  t h a n  13 f e e t  a t  t h e  o r d i n a r y  h i g h  w a te r
m a rk ; o r

( i i )  g r e a t e r  t h a n  e i g h t  f e e t  a t  t h e  o r d i n a r y  h ig h  
w a t e r  mark i f  t h e  c h a n n e l  i s  i n c i s e d .



(b) P r i v a t e  f o r e s t  l a n d  a d j a c e n t  t o  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  t y p e s  o f  w a t e r s  
an d  l o c a t e d  i n  R eg io n  I I I  i s  s u b j e c t  t o  t h e  r i p a r i a n  p r o t e c t i o n  s t a n d a r d s  
e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  t h i s  s u b s e c t i o n :

(1) a lo n g  a  Type I I I - A  w a t e r  body, h a r v e s t  o f  t im b e r  may n o t  
be  u n d e r t a k e n  w i t h i n  66 f e e t  o f  t h e  w a t e r  body;

(2) a lo n g  a  Type I I I - B  w a t e r  body , h a r v e s t  o f  t im b e r  may n o t  
be u n d e r t a k e n  w i t h i n  33 f e e t  o f  t h e  w a t e r  body; b e tw een  33 f e e t  and  66 f e e t  from 
t h e  w a t e r  body , up t o  50 p e r c e n t  o f  s t a n d i n g  w h i t e  s p r u c e  t r e e s  h a v in g  a t  l e a s t  
a  n i n e - i n c h  d i a m e t e r  a t  b r e a s t  h e i g h t  may be  h a r v e s t e d  w i t h o u t  r e q u i r i n g  a 
v a r i a t i o n ;

(3) a lo n g  a  Type I I I - C  w a t e r  body, h a r v e s t  o f  t im b e r  w i t h i n  
100 f e e t  o f  t h e  w a t e r  body m ust  be  l o c a t e d  an d  d e s ig n e d  p r i m a r i l y  t o  p r o t e c t  
f i s h  h a b i t a t  and  s u r f a c e  w a t e r  q u a l i t y  a s  d e te r m in e d  by t h e  d e p a r tm e n t  w i t h  due 
d e f e r e n c e  t o  t h e  D e p a r tm en t  o f  F i s h  an d  Game.

(c) The c o m m is s io n e r  s h a l l  a d o p t  r e g u l a t i o n s  f o r  p r i v a t e  l a n d  i n  
R eg io n  I I  t h a t  d e s i g n a t e  t h e  a r e a s  t h a t  a r e  s u b j e c t  t o  r i p a r i a n  p r o t e c t i o n  
s t a n d a r d s ,  and  t h e  r e s t r i c t i o n s  on t im b e r  h a r v e s t i n g  o p e r a t i o n s  w i t h i n  t h o s e  
a r e a s  t h a t  a r e  n e c e s s a r y  f o r  t h e i r  p r o t e c t i o n  u n d e r  t h e  management g o a l s  
e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  AS 4 1 .1 7 .1 1 5 .

(d) I n  t h i s  s e c t i o n ,
(1) " low  v a l u e  t i m b e r ” means t im b e r  t h a t  t h e  owner o r  o p e r a t o r  

d e t e r m i n e s ,  a t  t h e  t im e  o f  h a r v e s t ,  t o  be uneconom ic  to  h a r v e s t  and  - la r k e t ;
(2) " p ru d e n t"  means t h a t  t h e  r e q u i r e m e n t  c a n  be  met u s i n g  

r e a s o n a b l y  a v a i l a b l e  means o r  t e c h n o lo g y ,  t h a t  com p ly ing  w i t h  t h e  r e q u i r e m e n t  i s  
n o t  l i k e l y  t o  c r e a t e  s i g n i f i c a n t  im p a irm e n t  o f  t h e  p r o d u c t i v i t y  o f  t h e  l a n d  and 
w a t e r ,  a n d  t h a t  t h e  c o s t  o f  a c h i e v i n g  t h e  r e q u i r e m e n t  i s  n o t  o u t  o f  p r o p o r t i o n  
t o  t h e  b e n e f i t s  t h a t  c a n  r e a s o n a b l y  b e  e x p e c t e d  t o  be  a c h ie v e d  i n  t h e  p a r t i c u l a r  
s i t u a t i o n .
S e c .  3 .  AS 4 1 .1 7 .1 1 8 ( a )  i s  r e p e a l e d  an d  r e e n a c t e d  t o  r e a d :

(a) The r i p a r i a n  s t a n d a r d s  f o r  s t a t e  l a n d  a r e  a s  f o l l o w s :
(1) on s t a t e  f o r e s t  l a n d  m anaged by t h e  d e p a r tm e n t  t h a t  i s  

l o c a t e d  i n  R eg ion  I I I ,
(A) a lo n g  a  Type I I I - A  w a t e r  body, h a r v e s t  o f  t im b e r  may

n o t  be u n d e r t a k e n  w i t h i n  100 f e e t  o f  t h e  w a t e r  body, e x c e p t  t h a t  b e tw e en  66 f e e t
and  100 f e e t  from  t h e  w a t e r  body h a r v e s t  o f  t im b e r  may b e  u n d e r t a k e n  w here
c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  t h e  m a in te n a n c e  o f  im p o r t a n t  f i s h  and  w i l d l i f e  h a b i t a t  a s  
d e te r m in e d  by  t h e  d e p a r tm e n t  w i th  t h e  c o n c u r r e n c e  o f  t h e  D epar tm en t  o f  F i s h
and Game;

(B) a lo n g  a  Type I I I - B  w a te r  body, h a r v e s t  o f  t im b e r  may
n o t  be  u n d e r t a k e n  w i t h i n  50 f e e t  o f  t h e  w a t e r  body; be tw een  50 f e e t  and  100 f e e t
from  t h e  w a te r  body, up t o  50 p e r c e n t  o f  s t a n d i n g  w h i te  s p r u c e  t r e e s  h a v in g  a t
l e a s t  a n i n e - i n c h  d i a m e te r  a t  b r e a s t  h e i g h t  may be  h a r v e s t e d ;

(C) a lo n g  a Type I I I - C  w a t e r  body, h a r v e s t  o f  t im b e r
w i t h i n  100 f e e t  o f  t h e  w a te r  body m ust be  c o n s i s t e n t  w i th  t h e  m a in te n a n c e  o f  
i m p o r t a n t  f i s h  an d  w i l d l i f e  h a b i t a t  a s  d e te r m in e d  by th e  d e p a r tm e n t  w i t h  due  
d e f e r e n c e  t o  t h e  D e p a r tm en t  o f  F i s h  and  Game.

(2) on s t a t e  f o r e s t  l a n d  m anaged by th e  d e p a r tm e n t  t h a t  i s  i n  
Recrion I  o r  R eg ion  I I ,

(A) h a r v e s t  o f  t im b e r  may n o t  be u n d e r t a k e n  w i t h i n  100 
f e e t  im m e d ia te ly  a d j a c e n t  t o  an  anadrom ous o r  h ig h  v a lu e  r e s i d e n t  f i s h  w a t e r  
body;

(B) be tw een  100 and  300 f e e t  from t h e  w a te r  body, h a r v e s t  
o f  t im b e r  may o c c u r  b u t  m ust be  c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  t h e  m a in te n a n c e  o f  i m p o r t a n t  
f i s h  and  w i l d l i f e  h a b i t a t  a s  d e te r m in e d  by t h e  d e p a r tm e n t  w i th  due d e f e r e n c e  to  
t h e  D e p a r tm en t  o f  F i s h  and  Game.
S e c .  4 .  AS 4 1 .1 7 .1 1 9  i s  r e p e a l e d  and r e e n a c t e d  t o  r e a d :



b o d y , " means a w a t e r  body t h a t ,  u n d e r  n o rm a l  c o n d i t i o n s ,  d o e s  n o t  r e c e i v e  
s i g n i f i c a n t  s u r f a c e  f lo w  from a  g l a c i e r ;

(26) " o r d i n a r y  h ig h  w a t e r  mark" o r  "OHWM" means t h e  m ark a lo n g  
t h e  ban): o r  s h o r e  up  t o  w h ic h  t h e  p r e s e n c e  an d  a c t i o n  o f  t h e  t i d a l  o r  n o n t i d a l  
w a t e r  a r e  so  common and  u s u a l ,  and  so  lo n g  c o n t i n u e d  i n  a l l  o r d i n a r y  y e a r s ,  a s  
t o  l e a v e  a  n a t u r a l  l i n e  im p r e s s e d  on t h e  bank  o r  s h o r e  an d  i n d i c a t e d  by e r o s i o n ,  
s h e l v i n g ,  c h a n g e s  i n  s o i l  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s ,  d e s t r u c t i o n  o f  t e r r e s t r i a l  
v e g e t a t i o n ,  o r  o t h e r  d i s t i n c t i v e  p h y s i c a l  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s ,-

(27) "R egion  I "  means a l l  l a n d  i n  S o u t h e a s t  A la s k a ,  p l u s  a l l
l a n d  t h a t  i s  s o u th  o f  t h e  c r e s t  o f  t h e  Chugach an d  S t .  E l i a s  M o u n ta in s  and  e a s t
o f  a l i n e  r u n n in g  f rom  t h e  c r e s t  o f  t h e  Chugach M o u n ta in s  t o  O 'M a l le y  Peak , th e n  
s o u t h e r l y  t o  G u l l  Rock, t h e n  s o u t h w e s t e r l y  t o  t h e  e a s t e r n  j u n c t i o n  o f  S k i l a k  
Lake Road and  t h e  S t e r l i n g  Highway, t h e n  s o u t h w e s t e r l y  t o  t h e  m outh o f  t h e  Fox 
R i v e r ,  t h e n  s o u t h w e s t e r l y  t h ro u g h  Kachemak Bay t o  Mt. D o u g la s ,  p l u s  a l l  l a n d  on 
t h e  A la s k a  P e n i n s u l a  b e tw e en  M t. D oug las  and  Cape Kumliun t h a t  i s  e a s t  o f  t h e  
c r e s t  o f  t h e  A l e u t i a n  Range, p l u s  a l l  i s l a n d s  i n  t h e  G u lf  o f  A la s k a  n o r t h  o f  56° 
23" N o r th  l a t i t u d e ;

(28) "R egion  I I ” means a l l  l a n d  i n  t h e  s t a t e  s o u th  o f  t h e
N u t z o t i n  and  M e n ta s ta  M o u n ta in s ,  s o u t h  o f  t h e  A la s k a  Range, an d  e a s t  o f  th e
A l e u t i a n  Range, e x c e p t  f o r  t h e  a r e a  w i t h i n  R e g io n  I  an d  p e n i n s u l a r  and  i s l a n d  
l a n d  s o u th  o f  Cape Kum liun;

(29) "R egion  I I I "  means a l l  l a n d  i n  t h e  s t a t e  o u t s i d e  o f
R e g io n s  I  and I I ;

(30) "Type I I I - A  w a t e r  body" means i n  R eg ion  I I I ,  a
(A) n o n - g l a c i a l  h i g h  v a l u e  r e s i d e n t  f i s h  w a te r  body 

g r e a t e r  t h a n  t h r e e  f e e t  i n  w id th  a t  t h e  o r d i n a r y  h i g h  w a t e r  m ark;
(B) n o n - g l a c i a l  anadrom ous  w a t e r  body ; o r
(C) b a c k w a te r  s lo u g h ;

(31) "Type I I I - B  w a t e r  body" means i n  R eg ion  I I I ,  a  g l a c i a l  
h ig h  v a l u e  r e s i d e n t  f i s h  w a te r  body o r  a  g l a c i a l  anadrom ous w a t e r  body; "Type 
I I I - B  w a t e r  body" d o e s  n o t  i n c l u d e  g l a c i a l  b a c k w a te r  s lo u g h s ;

(32) "Type I I I - C  w a t e r  body" means i n  R eg ion  I I I ,  a  n o n ­
g l a c i a l  h ig h  v a l u e  r e s i d e n t  f i s h  w a te r  body t h a t  i s  l e s s  t h a n  o r  e q u a l  t o  t h r e e  
f e e t  i n  w id th  a t  t h e  o r d i n a r y  h ig h  w a t e r  mark (OHWM) an d  t h a t  do es  n o t  c o n t a i n  
anadrom ous f i s h .
S e c .  11 .  The u n c o d i f i e d  law  o f  t h e  S t a t e  o f  A la s k a  i s  amended by a d d in g  a new 
s e c t i o n  t o  r e a d :

TRANSITION: REGULATIONS. (a) To t h e  e x t e n t  t h a t  t h e  r e g u l a t i o n s  a r e
n o t  i n c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  t h e  l a n g u a g e  an d  p u r p o s e s  o f  t h i s  A c t ,  r e g u l a t i o n s  
r e l a t i n g  t o  f o r e s t  r e s o u r c e s  and  p r a c t i c e s  a d o p te d  by  t h e  D ep a r tm en t  o f  N a t u r a l  
R e s o u r c e s  u n d e r  AS 4 1 .1 7  and  i n  e f f e c t  b e f o r e  t h e  e f f e c t i v e  d a t e  o f  s e c s .  1 - 1 0  
o f  t h i s  A ct r e m a in  i n  e f f e c t  and  may b e  a d m i n i s t e r e d  and  e n f o r c e d  by t h e  
D ep a r tm en t  o f  N a t u r a l  R e s o u r c e s .

(b) N o t w i t h s t a n d in g  s e c .  13 o f  t h i s  A c t ,  t h e  D e p a r tm en t  o f  N a t u r a l  
R e s o u rc e s  may p r o c e e d  t o  a d o p t  r e g u l a t i o n s  t o  im p lem en t  t h i s  A c t .  The 
r e g u l a t i o n s  t a k e  e f f e c t  u n d e r  AS 4 4 .6 2  ( A d m i n i s t r a t i v e  P ro c e d u re  A c t ) ,  b u t  n o t  
b e f o r e  t h e  e f f e c t i v e  d a t e  o f  t h e  s t a t u t o r y  c h a n g e .
S e c .  12 .  S e c t i o n  11 (b )  o f  t h i s  Act t a k e s  e f f e c t  im m e d ia te ly  u n d e r  AS 
0 1 . 1 0 . 0 7 0 ( c ) .
S e c .  13 . E xcep t  a s  p r o v id e d  i n  s e c .  12 o f  t h i s  A c t ,  t h i s  Act t a k e s  e f f e c t  
S ep tem b er  1, 2001.



S e c .  4 1 .1 7 .1 1 9 .  Minimum r i p a r i a n  s t a n d a r d s  f o r  o t h e r  p u b l i c  l a n d .
The r i p a r i a n  s t a n d a r d s  f o r  o t h e r  p u b l i c  l a n d  a r e  a s  f o l l o w s :

(1) i n  R eg io n s  I  and  I I ,  h a r v e s t  o f  t im b e r  may n o t  be  
u n d e r t a k e n  w i t h i n  100 f e e t  o f  an  anadrom ous o r  h i g h  v a l u e  r e s i d e n t  f i s h  w a t e r  
body;

(2) i n  R eg ion  I I I ,  t h e  s t a n d a r d s  a r e  t h e  same a s  f o r  s t a t e  
l a n d  u n d e r  AS 4 1 .1 7 .1 1 8  an d  r e g u l a t i o n s  a d o p te d  u n d e r  t h i s  c h a p t e r .
S e c .  5 .  AS 4 1 .1 7 .9 5 0 ( 1 3 )  i s  amended t o  r e a d :

(13) " r i p a r i a n  a r e a "  means
(A) t h e  a r e a s  s u b j e c t  t o  r i p a r i a n  p r o t e c t i o n  s t a n d a r d s  

SPECIFIED] i n  AS 4 1 .1 7 .1 1 6 ( a )  and  ( b ) on p r i v a t e  l a n d  i n  R e g io n s  I  and  I I I  
[THE COASTAL FOREST OF SPRUCE OR HEMLOCK];

(B) t h e  a r e a s  s u b j e c t  t o  r i p a r i a n  p r o t e c t i o n  s t a n d a r d s  
[SPECIFIED] i n  r e g u l a t i o n s  a d o p te d  by t h e  c o m m is s io n e r  u n d e r  AS 4 1 . 1 7 . 1 1 6 (c)[A S 
4 1 .1 7 .1 1 6 ( b ) ]  on p r i v a t e  l a n d  i n  R egion  I I  [OUTSIDE THE COASTAL FOREST OF SPRUCE 
OR HEMLOCK];

(C) t h e  a r e a  100 f e e t  from t h e  s h o r e  o r  bank  o f  [OR] an 
anadrom ous o r  h i g h  v a l u e  r e s i d e n t  f i s h  w a t e r  body on s t a t e  l a n d  managed by th e  
d e p a r tm e n t  and  on o t h e r  p u b l i c  l a n d ;
S e c .  6 .  AS 4 1 .1 7 .9 5 0 ( 1 9 )  i s  amended t o  r e a d :

(19) "Type I -A  [TYPE A] w a t e r  body" means i n  R eg io n  I , an  
anadrom ous w a t e r  body t h a t  i s

(A) a  s t r e a m  o r  r i v e r  o f  any  s i z e  h a v in g  an a v e ra g e  
g r a d i e n t  o f  e i g h t  p e r c e n t  o r  l e s s ,  w i th  ban k s  h e l d  i n  p l a c e  by  v e g e t a t i o n ,  
c h a n n e l s  t h a t  a r e  n o t  i n c i s e d ,  and  a  s u b s t r a t e  com posed o f  r u b b l e ,  g r a v e l ,  sand_j_ 
o r  s i l t ;

(B) w e t l a n d s  and  l a k e s ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h e i r  o u t l e t s ;  [AND]
(C) an  e s t u a r i n e  a r e a  d e l i m i t e d  by  t h e  p r e s e n c e  o f  s a l t -

t o l e r a n t  v e g e t a t i o n ;
S e c .  7 .  AS 4 1 .1 7 .9 5 0 ( 2 0 )  i s  amended t o  r e a d :

(20) "Type I -B  [TYPE B] w a t e r  body" means i n  R eg ion  X, an 
anadrom ous w a te r  body t h a t  d o e s  n o t  m eet t h e  d e f i n i t i o n  o f  a Type I -A  [TYPE A] 
w a t e r  body; [AND]
S ec . 8 .  AS 4 1 .1 7 .9 5 0 ( 2 1 )  i s  amended t o  r e a d :

(21) "Type I -C  [TYPE C] w a te r  body" means i n  R eg ion  I ,  a w a te r
body t h a t  i s  n o t  anadrom ous, t h a t  i s  a t r i b u t a r y  t o  a  Type I -A  [TYPE A] o r  Type
X-B [TYPE B] w a t e r  body, and  t h a t  h a s  a g r a d i e n t  o f  12 p e r c e n t  o r  l e s s ;
S e c .  9 .  AS 4 1 .1 7 .9 5 0 ( 2 2 )  i s  amended t o  r e a d :

(22) "Type I -D  [TYPE D] w a te r  body" means i n  R eg ion  I ,  a  w a te r
body t h a t  i s  n o t  anadrom ous , t h a t  i s  t r i b u t a r y  t o  a  Type I -A  [TYPE A] o r  Type I -
B [TYPE B] w a te r  body, and  t h a t  h a s  a g r a d i e n t  g r e a t e r  t h a n  12 p e r c e n t .
S e c .  10 .  AS 4 1 .1 7 .9 5 0  i s  amended by a d d in g  new p a r a g r a p h s  t o  r e a d :

(23) " b a c k w a te r  s lo u g h "  means a  w a t e r  body t h a t
(A) h a s  s l u g g i s h  f lo w , i s  warm i n  summer, and  i s  

t y p i c a l l y  o n ly  c o n n e c te d  t o  t h e  main s tem  o r  a  s i d e  c h a n n e l  a t  one end o f  t h e  
w a te r  body;

(B) c a r r i e s  r i v e r  c u r r e n t  o n l y  u n d e r  h ig h  w a te r
c o n d i t i o n s ;  an d

(C) may have  o n ly  a s e a s o n a l  c o n n e c t io n  to  t h e  m ain  s tem
o r  s i d e  c h a n n e l ;

(24) " g l a c i a l  w a te r  b o d y ,"  a s  u s e d  i n  t h e  p h r a s e s  " g l a c i a l  
h ig h  v a l u e  r e s i d e n t  f i s h  w a te r  body" and  " g l a c i a l  anadrom ous w a te r  b o d y , " means 
a  w a te r  body t h a t ,  u n d e r  no rm al c o n d i t i o n s ,  r e c e i v e s  s i g n i f i c a n t  s u r f a c e  f lo w  
from  a g l a c i e r ;  " g l a c i a l  w a t e r  body" i n c l u d e s  w a te r  b o d i e s  t h a t  r e c e i v e  a  mix o f  
g l a c i a l  w a te r  and  w a te r  from  o t h e r  s o u r c e s ;

(25) " n o n - g l a c i a l  w a te r  b o d y , " a s  u s e d  i n  t h e  p h r a s e s  "non­
g l a c i a l  h ig h  v a l u e  r e s i d e n t  f i s h  w a te r  body" and  " n o n - g l a c i a l  anadrom ous W cter
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HB 131
HOUSE EILL NO. 131 by t h e  House R u le s  C om m ittee  by r e q u e s t  o f  
t h e  G o v e rn o r ,  e n t i t l e d :

"An Act r e l a t i n g  t o  s t a n d a r d s  f o r  f o r e s t  r e s o u r c e s  an d  p r a c t i c e s ;  
an d  p r o v i d i n g  f o r  a n  e f f e c t i v e  d a t e . "

was r e a d  t h e  f i r s t  t im e  a n d  r e f ° - r e d  t o  t h e  House S p e c i a l  C om m ittee  on 
F i s h e r i e s  and  t h e  R e s o u r c e s  C o m m ittee .

The f o l l o w i n g  f i s c a l  n o t e ( s )  a p p ly :

1 . Z e ro ,  D e p t ,  o f  N a t u r a l  R e s o u r c e s

The G o v e r n o r ' s  t r a n s m i t t a l  l e t t e r  d a t e d  F e b r u a r y  15, 2001, a p p e a r s  
be low :

"Dear S p e a k e r  P o r t e r :

A la s k a  i s  r e c o g n i z e d  a s  a  w o r ld  l e a d e r  i n  p r o t e c t i n g  t h e  h a b i t a t  and  
spaw n ing  c a p a c i t y  o f  anad rom ous  a n d  r e s i d e n t  f i s h  i n  o u r  s t r e a m s  and  
r i v e r s .  Our F o r e s t  R e s o u r c e s  an d  P r a c t i c e s  A ct e s t a b l i s h e s  h ig h  
s t a n d a r d s  o f  p r o t e c t i o n  w h i l e  p r o m o t in g  t i m b e r  d e v e lo p m e n t .

Two y e a r s  a go , t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e  amended A l a s k a ' s  F o r e s t  R e s o u r c e s  
and  P r a c t i c e s  Act (FRPA) a s  i t  a p p l i e s  t o  t h e  S o u t h e a s t  r e g i o n  o f  o u r  
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s t a t e .  T h a t  l e g i s l a t i o n  r e f l e c t e d  c o n s e n s u s  b e tw e e n  t h e  t im b e r  and  
f i s h i n g  i n d u s t r i e s  an d  s t a t e  l a n d  m anagement a g e n c i e s .  T h i s  b i l l  I  
t r a n s m i t  t o d a y  c o n t i n u e s  t o  im p ro v e  t h e  FRPA and  i t s  a b i l i t y  t o  p r o t e c t  
f i s h  h a b i t a t  and  w a t e r  q u a l i t y  i n  a  m anner t h a t  s u p p o r t s  b o t h  t h e  t im b e r  
and  f i s h i n g  i n d u s t r i e s .  T h i s  c u r r e n t  p h a s e  o f  t h e  FRPA r e v i s i o n  
a d d r e s s e s  management s t a n d a r d s  i n  i n t e r i o r  A la s k a  (R eg ion  I I I )  a nd , 
once  a g a i n ,  r e p r e s e n t s  a  c o n s e n s u s  o f  i n t e r e s t e d  c o n s t i t u e n t s .

T h i s  b i l l  i s  t h e  r e s u l t  o f  h a r d  work by many p e o p le  o v e r  t h e  l a s t  two 
y e a r s .  I t  i s  fo u n d ed  on t h e  b e s t  s c i e n c e  a v a i l a b l e ,  i n c l u d i n g  an 
e x t e n s i v e  r e v i e w  o f  e x i s t i n g  r e s e a r c h ,  and  rec o m m e n d a tio n s  o f  an  
i n t e r d i s c i p l i n a r y  s c i e n c e  an d  t e c h n i c a l  c o m m it te e .  The c o m m it tee  
i n c l u d e d  e x p e r i e n c e d  f i e l d  s t a f f  from  t h e  s t a t e  r e s o u r c e  a g e n c i e s ,  and  
U n i v e r s i t y  o f  A la s k a ,  p r i v a t e ,  and  f e d e r a l  s c i e n t i s t s .  T h e i r  
rec o m m e n d a tio n s  w ere  p a s s e d  on t o  a  g ro u p  t h a t  i n c l u d e d  
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  o f  t h e  t i m b e r  a n d  f i s h i n g  i n d u s t r i e s ,  N a t iv e  
c o r p o r a t i o n s ,  an d  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  g r o u p s .  T o g e th e r ,  t h e y  c r a f t e d  
la n g u a g e  t o  im p lem en t t h e  s c i e n t i s t s '  rec o m m e n d a tio n s  i n  a  p r a c t i c a l  
m anner t h a t  w i l l  work i n  t h e  f i e l d .  F i n a l l y ,  t h e  B oard  o f  F o r e s t r y  
u n a n im o u s ly  e n d o r s e d  t h i s  l e g i s l a t i o n .  The r e s u l t  o f  t h i s  p u b l i c  e f f o r t  
i s  an  amended FRPA t h a t  h a s  s u p p o r t  from  a  b r o a d  a r r a y  o f  i n t e r e s t  
g r o u p s .

The c u r r e n t  i n t e r i m  s t a n d a r d s  f o r  R eg ion  I I I  w ere  a d o p te d  i n  1990.
Under t h e s e  s t a n d a r d s ,  h a r v e s t i n g  c a n  o c c u r  up t o  t h e  b ank  o f  
anadrom ous w a t e r s  on b o t h  p u b l i c  and  p r i v a t e  l a n d  u n d e r  c e r t a i n  
c o n d i t i o n s .  Under t h i s  b i l l ,  a l l  anadrom ous and  h i g h - v a l u e  r e s i d e n t
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f i s h  w a t e r s  a r e  c l a s s i f i e d  and  r i p a r i a n  s t a n d a r d s  a r e  e s t a b l i s h e d  f o r  
e a c h  w a t e r  body ty p e .  The r e q u i r e m e n t s  a r e  t a i l o r e d  t o  t h e  
c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  and  f i s h  h a b i t a t  n e e d s  o f  e a c h  s t r e a m  t y p e .  On m ost 
anadrom ous and  h i g h - v a l u e  r e s i d e n t  f i s h  w a t e r s ,  a n o - h a r v e s t  b u f f e r  
w i l l  be  r e q u i r e d .  However, a lo n g  g l a c i a l  r i v e r s  w here  some o f  t h e  
m ost v a l u a b l e  t im b e r  o c c u r s ,  t h e  s t a n d a r d s  a l l o w  h a r v e s t  o f  up  t o  h a l f  
t h e  l a r g e  w h i t e  s p r u c e  i n  t h e  l a n d w a rd  h a l f  o f  t h e  b u f f e r .  T h i s  l e t s  
l a n d o w n e rs  c a p t u r e  some o f  t h e  econom ic  v a l u e  w i t h i n  t h e  r i p a r i a n  
a r e a s  w h i l e  k e e p in g  enough  l a r g e  t r e e s  t o  p r o v i d e  a p p r o p r i a t e  h a b i t a t  
f o r  f i s h  and  w i l d l i f e .

T h i s  b i l l  h a s  s u b s t a n t i v e  c h a n g e s  o n l y  f o r  r i p a r i a n  management 
s t a n d a r d s  i n  R eg ion  I I I .  O th e r  r e v i s i o n s  a r e  t e c h n i c a l  i n  n a t u r e ,  su c h  
0 2 -1 6 -2 0 0 1  House J o u r n a l  0340
a s  c h a n g e s  t o  t h e  s t a t e w i d e  n o m e n c la tu r e  f o r  w a te rb o d y  c l a s s e s  t o  
p r e v e n t  c o n f u s i o n  b e tw e e n  w a te rb o d y  t y p e s  i n  d i f f e r e n t  r e g i o n s .  The 
b i l l  a l s o  moves d e f i n i t i o n s  o f  r e g i o n a l  b o u n d a r i e s  from  t h e  r e g u l a t i o n s  
t o  t h e  A c t ,  and  makes a m in o r  c h a n g e  t o  t h e  r e g i o n a l  b o u n d a ry  on t h e  
K ena i P e n i n s u l a  t o  b e t t e r  m a tch  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e  b e tw e en  f o r e s t  t y p e s .
Most f o r e s t  l a n d  i n  t h e  a f f e c t e d  a r e a  i s  i n  f e d e r a l  o w n e r s h ip ,  so  th e  
c h a n g e  w i l l  h a v e  l i t t l e  im p a c t  on p r i v a t e  la n d o w n e rs .

T h i s  b i l l  h e l p s  e n s u r e  t h a t  t h e  FRPA c o n t i n u e s  t o  be c e r t i f i e d  f o r  
c o m p l ia n c e  w i t h  f e d e r a l  C le a n  W a te r  A ct a n d  c o a s t a l  zone  
management r e q u i r e m e n t s .  T h i s  means t h a t  t h e  A c t  k e e p s  p r o v i d i n g  
" o n e - s t o p  s h o p p in g "  f o r  t h e  t im b e r  i n d u s t r y  w i th  r e s p e c t  t o  s t a t e ,  
f e d e r a l  and  c o a s t a l  m anagement s t a n d a r d s .

I  lo o k  f o rw a rd  t o  w o rk in g  w i t h  you on t h e  p a s s a g e  and  
im p l e m e n ta t io n  o f  t h i s  b i l l .

S i n c e r e l y ,
/ s /

Tony Knowles 
G overno r"

B i l l  R o o t :  [ Display Bill Root
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Alaska Forest Resources & Practices Regions
P r o p o s e d  B o u n d a r y  c h a n g e s  - S p r in g  2 0 0 3

A l a s k a  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  N a t u r a l  R e s o u r c e s  
D i v i s i o n  o f  F o r e s t r y  O f f i c e s

Region Description

I -  Coastal Sitka Sprice/Hemlock 
13.6 million acres forested 
36.5 million acres total

III -  Interior Spruce/Hardwood, North 
and West of the Alaska Range 

56.6 million acres forested 
295.3 million acres total

Proposed boundary changes 
from Region II to Region I 

255,400 acres forested 
1.27 million acres total

II -  Interior Spruce/Hemlock, South 
of the Alaska Range.

10.3 million acres forested 
40.5 million acres total

mb • 7l7bl01



A l a s k a  S t a t e  S e n a t e

Session:
Stale Capitol
Juneau, Alaska 99801-1182 
(907) 465-2327 
(907) 465-5241 Fax

Interim:
119 N. Cushman, Suite 201 

Fairbanks, Alaska 99701 
(907)456-8161 

Senator_Ralph_Seeklns@legis.state.ak.us

S e n a t o r  R a l p h  S e e k i n s
District D

M E M O R A N D U M

Date: M a y  6, 2003

To: O ffic e  o f  R epresentative H ugh Fate

F rom : Senator R a lph  Seekins

Re: Request fo r  H earing  o f  SB 88

Attached please find Senate B ill 88 along with a corresponding Sponsor Statement and 
supporting documentation.

This B ill revises the riparian management standards o f the Forest Resources Practices Act for 
Region 111 by strengthening protection for fish habitat and water quality in a manner that 
continues to support both the timber and fishing industries.

It is important to note that SB 88 is identical to HB 131 introduced in the 22,ul Legislature. While 
HB 131 enjoyed broad support across the political spectrum it was a victim o f the end o f session 
rush last year.

I respectfully request a hearing before your committee on this B ill at your earliest convenience.
Thank you.

mailto:Senator_Ralph_Seeklns@legis.state.ak.us


A M E N D M E N T
(to conform to Executive Order 107)

OFFERED IN THE HOUSE RESOURCES BY

COMMITTEE 

TO: SB 88

1 Page 1, line 5:

2 Delete "commissioner"

3 Insert "state forester"

4

5 Page 3, line 17:

6 Delete "department"

7 Insert "state forester"

8

9 Page 3, line 18:

10 Delete "Department o f  Fish and Game"

11 Insert "deputy commissioner"

12

13 Page 3, line 19:

14 Delete "commissioner"

15 In se rt" state forester"

16

17 Page 4, line 8:

18 Delete "department"

19 Insert "state forester"

1



1 Page 4, lines 8 - 9 :

2 Delete "Department o f  Fish and Game"

3 Insert "deputy commissioner"

4

5 Page 4, line 16:

6 Delete "department"

7 Insert "state forester"

8

9 Page 4, line 17:

10 Delete "Department o f  Fish and Game

11 Insert "deputy commissioner"

12

13 Page 4, line 24:

14 Delete "department"

15 Insert "state forester"

16

17 Page 4, line 25:

18 Delete "Department o f  Fish and Game"

19 Insert "deputy commissioner"

2 0

21 Page 5, line 8:

22 Delete "commissioner"

23 Insert "state fo reste r [C O M M IS S IO N E R ]"

2



A m e n d m e n t  t o  S B  8 8  

E x p l a n a t i o n

Senate B il l  88 was drafted p rio r to the introduction o f  Executive Order 107, which 
transferred the perm itting functions o f  A D F & G ’s form er D iv is ion  o f  Habitat and 
Restoration to the Department o f  Natural Resources. Therefore, the language in 
the b il l referring to A D F & G  functions is no longer appropriate. This amendment 
is needed to ensure that SB 88 conforms to E.O. 107.



FISCAL NOTE
S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A
2003 L E G IS L A T IV E  S E S S IO N

Revision Date/Time (Note if correction):______________
Title Forest Resources & Practices Standards

Fiscal Note Number: 1
Bill Version:
(S) Publish Date:

SB 88
4/29/03

Natural Resources

Sponsor
Requester

Sen. Seekins

Dept. Affected;________________ ________
"BRU Forest Management & Development
'Component Forest Management & Development

(S) RES

Expenditures/Revenues

Component No. 

(Thousands of Dollars)

435

Note: Amounts do not include inflation unless otherwise noted below.
OPERATING EXPENDITURES FY 2004 FY 2005 FY 2006 FY 2007 FY 2008 FY 2009
Personal Services
Travel
Contractual
Supplies
Equipment
Land & Structures
Grants & Claims
Miscellaneous

TO TAL OPERATING 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

C A P ITA L EXPENDITURES 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

CHANGE IN REVENUES ( ) I 0.0 I 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

FUND SOURCE___________________________________________ (Thousands of Dollars)
1002 Federal Receipts
1003 GF Match
1004 GF
1005 GF/Program Receipts 
1037 Gr/Mental Health
Other (Specify Type-Do not abbreviate)

TO TAL 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

---Oo

0.0

E s tim a te  o f  any c u rre n t ye a r (FY2003) co s t: 0.0
M ark th is  box (X) i f  fu n d in g  fo r  th is  b ill is  in c lu d e d  in  the  G o v e rn o r’s FY 2004 b u d g e t p ro p o sa l: ( I

POSITIONS
Full-time 0 0 0 0 0 0
Part-time 0 0 0 0 0 0
Temporary 0 0 0 0 0 0

A N A LY SIS : (Attach a separate page if necessary)

Based on current levels of harvesting on non-state land, and current funding levels, DNR will not need 
additional operating funds to implement the changes in this bill. If the amount of harvesting on non-state 
land increases substantially, or if FRPA funding, including federal Section 319 funding declines 
significantly, additional funds would be needed for field inspections of riparian buffers. On state land, the 
revised riparian standards can be incorporated into the existing sale design and sale administration 
process.

Prepared by: Jeff Jahnke, Director____________________________________  Phone 907-269-8474
Division Forestry_________________________________________________ Date/Time 4/22/2003

Approved by: Tom Irwin, Commissioner_______________________________________Date 4/22/2003
Agency Natural Resources_____________________________________

(Revised 9/2002 OMB) Paae 1 of 1

D N R  F i s c a l  N o t e



Organizations and Individuals Testifying in Support o f IIB  131 
During 2001-2002 sessions

Yukon River Drainage Fisheries Association (Jill Klein, B ill Fliris, Chris Stark) 

Bering Sea Fishermen's Association (Chris Stark)

United Fishermen o f Alaska (Jerry McCune)

Northern Alaska Environmental Center (Nancy Fresco)

Board o f Forestry members (Larry Hartig, B ill Jeffress, Rick Smcriglio)

Larry Smith, individual

Written support for HB  131 during 2001-2002 sessions 

Alaska Forest Association (Jack Phelps, executive director)

Society o f American Foresters, Alaska Chapter (John Fox, chair)

White Spruce Enterprises (Leslie and Jerry Gustafson)

Tanana Valley State Forest Citizens’ Advisory Committee (Trish Wurtz, chair) 

Alaska Conservation Alliance (Danielle Brown)

Yukon River Drainage Fisheries Association (Jill Klein, executive director) 

Fairbanks Chamber o f Commerce (John Burns, chair)

Individuals
o Frederick Dean, Fairbanks 
o Tom Paragi, Fairbanks
o Jim Reynolds, U AA Emeritus Professor o f Fisheries, Fairbanks

Additional support in 2003 

Tanana Valley State Forest Unit 2 Planning Team

Comments



T a n a n a  V a l l e y  S t a t e  F o r e s t  

U n i t  2  P l a n n i n g  T e a m
3700 Airport Way 

Fairbanks, A K  99709

February 10, 2003

Jeff Jahnke, State Forester 
Alaska Division o f Forestry 
550 West 7lh Avenue, Suite 1450 
Anchorage, A K  99501-3566

Dear Mr. Jahnke:

The members o f the Unit 2 Tanana Valley State Forest Planning Team are working to determine 
how to manage the lands and resources in Unit 2. We understand the efforts o f the many 
scientists and natural resource professionals that worked together to revise the riparian standards 
and stream classification system for Region III (Interior Alaska) o f the Forest Resources and 
Practices Act. During our meeting on December 16th, the Planning Team unanimously resolved 
to support the Region III riparian standards agreement by passing the following:

The T a n a n a  V a lle y  S ta le  F o re s t U n it  2 P la n n in g  Team  co m m en ds  the  in te rd is c ip l in a r y  

S cience  a n d  T e c h n ic a l C o m m itte e  a n d  the  Im p le m e n ta tio n  G ro u p  f o r  th e ir  w o rk  in  

d e v e lo p in g  the  R e g io n  I I I  r ip a r ia n  s ta n d a rd s  a n d  s tre a m  c la s s if ic a t io n  system. These  
ag ree m e n ts  a re  the re s u lt  o f  e ffe c tive  consensus b u i ld in g  a m o n g  d iv e rs e  u se r g ro u p s  a n d  

a re  b ase d  on  the  best a v a ila b le  s c ie n t if ic  in fo rm a tio n . The U n it  2  P la n n in g  Team  

reco m m en d s  p ro m p t p a ssa g e  o f  le g is la t io n  c o n ta in in g  these a g re e m e n ts  as w r it te n .

Our stakeholder planning team has been convened to advise the Division o f Forestry on how 
Unit 2 should be managed. We represent the diverse interests o f the people who use the State 
Forest. We hope that you w ill endorse our recommendation by forwarding this letter to the 
various heads o f legislative committees who w ill consider legislation on these agreements.

Sincerely,

Members o f the Tanana Valley State Forest Unit 2 Planning Team



Doug Bowers (Tolovaua Lodge)
Tom Bucceri (DNR Division o f O il and Gas)
Jim Durst (Department o f Fish and Game)
Chris Foley (Department o f Environmental Conservation)
Nancy Fresco (Northern Alaska Environmental Center)
Victor Joseph (Tanana Chiefs Conference)
Edna Hancock (Toghotthele Corporation)
Paul Maki (DNR Division o f Forestry)
Steve McGroarty (DNR Division o f M ining, Land and Water)
Tom Paragi (Department o f Fish and Gam?)
Eric Pyne (timber industry)
Ron Silas (Minto resident, member o f the Fish and Game Advisory Council) 
Roselynn Ressa Smith (DNR Division o f M ining, Land and Water)



From: John D. Fox, Jr. [mailto:sjfox@gci.net]
Sent: Monday, March 18, 2002 5:43 AM
To: Senator_John_Torgerson@legis. stat e .a k .us;
Senator_Gary_Wilken@legis. state.ak.us;
Senator_Rick_Halford@legis.state.ak.us;
Senator_Robin_Taylor@legis.state.ak.us;
Senator_Ben_Stevens@legis.state.a k .us;
Senator_Kim_Elton@legis.state.a k .us;
Senator_Georgianna_Lincoln@legis.state.ak.us; jjahnke@dnr.state.ak.us 
Subject: HB 131 Support

March 18, 2002

Members of the Alaskan State Legislature 
Senate Resources Committee

RE: HB 131

Dear Alaskan Legislator:

The Alaska Society of American Foresters represents nearly 200 
professional foresters in Alaska. We appreciate the work that you and 
your staff have done to be informed, fair and balanced representatives 
of the people of Alaska. This letter is to give our statewide support 
for passage of HB 131 dealing with modifications to the Alaska 
Forest Resources and Practices Act riparian regulations for Region III.

Many of our members were among those who worked hard on the Science and 
Technology committee to provide a sound scientific base for these 
recommendations. Subsequently, there was wide representation in 
negotiations among stakeholders to work out a viable approach to 
riparian zone management in Region III. We think it is in the best 
interest of Alaska and its people to pass this broadly supported 
legislation during the current legislative session.

As members of the national scientific and educational organization 
representing the forestry profession in the United States, our mission 
is to advance the science, education, technology, and practice of 
forestry; to enhance the competency of our members; to establish 
professional excellence; and, to use the knowledge, skills, and 
conservation ethic of the profession to ensure the continued health and 
use of forest ecosystems and the present and future availability of 
forest resources to benefit society.

Again, we thank you for your service and continue to offer ours as 
needed and consistent with our mission and code of ethics.

Sincerely,

John D. Fox, Jr., Chair 
Alaska Society of American Foresters 
(907) 479-6533 
sj fox&gci.net

mailto:sjfox@gci.net
mailto:Senator_Rick_Halford@legis.state.ak.us
mailto:Senator_Robin_Taylor@legis.state.ak.us
mailto:Senator_Ben_Stevens@legis.state.ak.us
mailto:Senator_Kim_Elton@legis.state.ak.us
mailto:Senator_Georgianna_Lincoln@legis.state.ak.us
mailto:jjahnke@dnr.state.ak.us


cc/ Jeff Jahnke, Alaska State Forester



Alaska Society o f  A m erican Foresters

C oo k  In le t C hap te r 
D ixon  E n tran ce  C h ap te r 
Ju n eau  C hap te r 
S llk e  C hap te r 
S t lk ln e  R iv e r C h ap te r 
Yu kon  R iv e r C h ap te r

December 05, 2001

1520 Scenic Loop 
Fairbanks, A K  99709

Tony Knowles 
Governor o f the State o f Alaska 
P.O. Box 110001 
Juneau, A K  99811-0001

Rick Halford
President o f the Senate, The Alaska State Legislature
P.O. Box 190 0  H
Chugiak, A K  99567-0190 0  <  ^

m  S2 r-r̂
Bn an Porter <V■p, o
Speaker o f the House, The Alaska State Legislature J-  "n ~
716 W 4th Suite 300 ®  o  g  3

Anchorage, A K  99501-2133 p j ™
rn  - im  —*“

Dear Governor Knowles and Legislative Leaders:

The Alaska Society o f American Foresters (AKSAF) would like to thank this 
Administration and Legislature for their support o f responsible forest management on 
state, federal and private lands. Many Alaskan and other US communities rely on a 
multiple-use policy and appropriate access to public resources to provide the much 
needed diversity to their economies in both good times and in bad.

W ° also wish to reiterate our support fo r the proposed changes to the Alaska 
Forest Resources and Practices Act as put forth last year in the Legislature. Many o f our 
members were involved on the science and technology advisory panel that worked 
diligently to summarize the state o f our knowledge on riparian practices and stream 
classification. Others were involved in the subsequent administrative and political



negotiations and some local SAF chapters have written letters o f support fo r the proposed 
changes. This is consistent w ith our view that professional managers need to respond to 
new knowledge, changing conditions, and community values.

It is from this background o f support and within the context o f the challenge to 
continually improve our decision-making process, that the AKSAF passed a motion at 
our 2001 annual meeting in May. The motion was to recommend to Alaskan officials 
that the professional forester seat on the Alaska Board o f Forestry (BOF) be o ffic ia lly  
designated to be filled by a member of the Society o f American Foresters. We 
recognize that the Governor appoints individuals to the Board o f Forestry. However, we 
feel that specifying that the appointee be a member of and represent the Society o f 
American Foresters, makes it clear that he or she is representing the professional 
perspective and not that o f the individual’s current employer or other affiliation.

The Society o f American Foresters (SAF) is the national scientific and 

educational organization representing the forestry profession in the United States.
Founded in 1900 by Gifford Pinchot, it is the largest professional society for foresters in 
the world. The mission o f the Society o f American Foresters is to advance the science, 
education, technology, and practice of forestry; to enhance the competency o f its 
members; to establish professional excellence; and, to use the knowledge, skills, and 
conservation ethic o f the profession to ensure the continued health and use o f forest 
ecosystems and the present and future availability o f forest resources to benefit society. 
SAF is a nonprofit organization meeting the requirements o f 501 (c) (3). SAF members 
include natural resource professionals in public and private settings, researchers, CEOs, 
administrators, educators, and students. The SAF is not a lobbying organization. It is  the 
sole academic accrediting body for forestry degree programs in the United States and like 
all true professional bodies, the SAF has a detailed Code o f Ethics. It is subscription to 
the aforementioned mission and code o f ethics, supported with SAF’s continuing 
education and certification programs, that separates its members from non-members.

The AKSAF wishes to be very clear that this recommendation docs not reflect 
any complaints or dissatisfaction with current members o f the BOF. This 
recommendation is solely a feeling on our part, that it would be most appropriate and 
beneficial in a long-range sense, to identify the “ professional forester”  seat as an “ SAF 

seat” , thereby explicitly invoking the mission and code o f ethics and making it  clear to 
the individual, the board, and the public, that he or she is representing professional 
forestry in an institutional sense, not in an employment sense. Accordingly, we also 

recommend that the employment restrictions on the person fillin g  this seat be dropped 
with the exception o f the restriction that the individual not be a current, non-university,



employee o f the State o f Alaska. The latter is to avoid any appearance o f conflict of 

interest or any opportunity for, or threat of, retribution.

The SAF charter does not allow political lobbying. Yet, we have a mission to 
inform the public and decision-makers on the scientific and technical aspects of 
managing our forest resources. Accordingly, we do not presume to recommend a 
mechanism whereby our recommendation should be implemented. We also do not wish 
to jeopardize any existing legislation such as the proposed changes to the Forest 
Resources and Practices Act. However, we hope that this recommendation is seriously 
considered. The Alaska SAF and its chapters and members remain w illing  and able to 
provide information and expertise with the fu ll backing and resources o f the national SAF 
organization. It is in this spirit that we put forth this recommendation. While many BOF 
members may be, or may have been SAF members, it has not been explicit that the 
mission, code o f ethics and professional perspective be the mandate o f their 
appointments. We think our recommendation w ill make the mandate o f the professional 
forester seat very clear.

The Alaska Society o f American Foresters offers its services to the Governor, 
legislators and the Board o f Forestry to assist in this process from a professional 
perspective. Wc appreciate your favorable consideration of this recommendation and 
would be happy to answer any questions you may have.

cc/ /  Jeff Jahnke, State Forester, State o f Alaska 
Lawrence L. Hartig, Board o f Forestry 
W illiam  R. Jeffress, Board o f Forestry 
Adrian LeComu, Board o f Forestry 
Craig Lindh, Board o f Forestry 

Richard Smeriglio, Board of Forestry 
Chris Stark, Board o f Forestry 
Gayle Ramey Stevens, Board o f Forestry 

John Sturgeon, Board of Forestry
Cindy Smith, Coordinator, Boards &  Commissions, State o f Alaska

Sincerely,

John D. Fox, Jr.
Chair, Alaska Society o f American Foresters 
(907) 479-6522 <sjfox@gci.net>

mailto:sjfox@gci.net


Alaska Forest Association, Inc
111 STEDMAN STREET. SUITE 200 
KETCHIKAN. ALASKA 39901-6599 
Phone 907-225-6114 
FAX 907-225-5920 
Web Site www.aklorestorg ..

March 6, 2001

The Honorable Drue Pearce 
Alaska State Senate 
State Capitol, Room 119
Juneau, AK 99801 

Dear Senator Pearce,

Thank you for introducing Senate B ill 98 in the Senate Rules Committee. SB 98 proposes changing 
the state’s Forest Resources and Practices Act (AS 41.17). This measure is a top legislative priority 
for A FA  in 2001.

SB 98 is a direct result o f a proposal presented to the Alaska Board o f Forestry last year, after a 
collaborative process involving the timber industry, the fishing industry’ and the resource agencies 
o f the state. Both the process and the substance o f this effort were based upon sound science and 
a balancing o f interests commensurate with the Forest Resources and Practices Act o f 1990.

Alaska’s current forest practices law is based on good science and is very effective in protecting 
important fish habitat while recognizing the unique relationship between private land rights and 
related public resources. The law, which was developed through a cooperative process in 1989 and 
1990, involves the D ivision o f Forestry, the Division o f Habitat and Restoration, and the Division 
o f A ir and Water Quality in monitoring and enforcing standards governing forestry practices. In 
1999, as you may recall, changes to the laws’ riparian standards for Alaska’s coastal forests were 
approved by the legislature. The Forest Resources and Practices Act enables timber operators in 
Alaska who conduct their harvest activities according to best management practices to have the 
assurance that they are operating in compliance with a variety o f laws under which they would 
otherwise be individually scrutinized. That alternative would cost both the industry and the state 
more time and money than is necessary under the present system.

Current law also provides for ongoing examination o f the effectiveness o f Alaska’s forest practices 
standards, so that the law and regulations can be adjusted to reflect new scientific knowledge as it 
is developed. Throughout 2000. the limber industry participated in a thorough review o f the science 
related to logging near anadromous fish rivers, streams, and tributaries in Alaska's Interior forests. 
The review was conducted under the rubric o f the Science and Technical Committee appointed by 
the Board o f Forestry w ith the support o f Governor Knowles. The proposed changes w ill mandate 
forested buffers along Alaska’s Interior fish streams after harvest. The Committee’s report and the

SB 98/HB 131 Page 1

http://www.aklorestorg


r
In summary', SB 98 addresses a real need and represents a balanced approach to resolving an 
important issue affecting Alaska’s forest products sector. This is a b ill that can and should enjoy 
fu ll, bi-partisan support. Thank you again for allowing SB 98 to be introduced in the Senate Rules 
Committee.

subsequent stakeholders’ meeting led to the introduction of S B  98. Your willingness to introduce

S B  98 through the Rules Committee is greatly appreciated and enjoys broad support.

Sincerely,

Executive Director

cc: Governor Knowles

SB 98/HB 131 Page 2



Alaska Forest Association, Inc. j M k
111 STEDMAN STREET. SUITE 200i KETCHIKAN. ALASKA 99901-6599

W  ■ H B n ’ Phone 907-225-6114
J FAX 907-225-5920

' I Web Site www.aklorest.org

March 6, 2001

The Honorable Pete Kott 
Alaska House o f Representatives 
State Capitol, Room 204 
Juneau, .AK 99801

Dear Representative Kott,

Thank you for introducing House B ill 131 in the House Rules Committee. HB 131 proposes 
changing the state’s Forest Resources and Practices Act (AS 41.17). This measure is a top 
legislative priority for AFA in 2001.

HB 131 is a direct result o f a proposal presented to the Alaska Board o f Forestry last year, after a 
collaborative process involving the limber industry, the Fishing industry and the resource agencies 
o f the state. Both the process and the substance o f this effort were based upon sound science and 
a balancing o f interests commensurate with the Forest Resources and Practices Act o f 1990.

Alaska’s current forest practices law is based on good science and is very effective in protecting 
important fish habitat while recognizing the unique relationship between private land rights and 
related public resources. The law. which was developed through a cooperative process in 1989 and 
1990, involves the Division o f Forestry, the D ivision o f Habitat and Restoration, and the Division 
o f A ir and Water Quality in monitoring and enforcing standards governing forestry practices. In 
1999, as you may recall, changes to the laws’ riparian standards for Alaska’s coastal forests were 
approved by the legislature. The Forest Resources and Practices Act enables timber operators in 
Alaska who conduct their harvest activities according to best management practices tc have the 
assurance that they are operating in compliance with a variety o f laws under which they would 
otherwise be individually scrutinized. That alternative would cost both the industry and the state 
more time and money than is necessary under the present system.

Current law also provides for ongoing examination o f the effectiveness o f Alaska’s forest practices 
standards, so that the law and regulations can be adjusted to reflect new scientific knowledge as it 
is developed. Throughout 2000, the timber industry participated in a thorough review o f the science 
related to logging near anadromous fish rivers, streams, and tributaries in Alaska’s Interior forests. 
The review was conducted under,the rubric o f the Science and Technical Committee appointed by 
the Board o f Forestry with the support o f Governor Knowles. The proposed changes w ill mandate 
forested buffers along Alaska’s Interior fish streams after harvest. The Committee’s report and the
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In summary, HB 131 addresses a real need and represents a balanced approach to resolving an 
important issue affecting Alaska’s forest products sector. This is a b ill that can and should enjoy 
fu ll, bi-partisan support. Thank you again for allowing HB 131 to be introduced in the House Rules 
Committee.

subsequent stakeholders’ meeting led to the introduction o f H B  131. Y o u r  willingness to introduce

H B  131 through the Rules Committee is greatly appreciated and enjoys broad support.

Sincerely,

Jack Phelps —— •
Executive Director

cc: Governor Knowles
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March 20, 2002

Senator Gary Wlken 
State Capitol, Room 514 
Juneau, AK 99801-1182 
Fax: 907-465-4714

Dear Gary,

RE: HB 131

We would like to request your support for HB 131 (the bill establishing a 
stream classification system and stream protection measure in Interior 
Alaska). This is a bill that many groups can live with—loggers, 
environmental Interests, and personal land holders. It was an 
Interdisciplinary effort of scientists and technical experts and members of 
many user groups who came to a consensus solution (not an easy task!).

We would appreciate your support to move this bill forw ard. We have 
been to many meetings to work this to an acceptable ruling fo r the tim ber 
Industry.

Sincerely,

Jerry and Leslie Gustafson 
White Spruce Enterprises, Inc.
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March 20,2002

Senator John Torgerson 
State Capitol, Room 427 
Juneau, AK 99801-1182 
Fax: 907-456-4779

Dear Senator Torgerson,

RE: HB 131

We would like to  request your support for HB 131 (the bill establishing a 
stream classification system and stream protection measure In Interior 
Alaska). This is a bill that many groups can live with—loggers, 
environmental interests, and personal land holders. It was an 
Interdisciplinary e ffo rt o f scientists and technical experts and members of 
many user groups who came to a consensus solution (not an easy task!).

We would appreciate your support to move this bill forward. We have 
been to many meetings to work this to an acceptable ruling fo r the timber 
Industry.

Slpcerely,

Jerry and Leslie Gustafson ^ ----------
White Spruce Enterprises, Inc.



T a n a n a  V a l l e y  S t a t e  F o r e s t  

C i t i z e n s '  A d v i s o r y  C o m m i t t e e

3700 Airport Way 
Fairbanks, AK 99709

M a n *  18,2002

Senator John Torgerson, Chair 
Senate Resources Committee 
State Capitol, Room 427 
Juneau, A K  99801-1182 
Fax: (907)465-4779

Dear Senator Torgerson,:

As you know, the Tanana Valley Stale Forest Citizens’ Advisory Committee advises the 
State Forester on matters regarding the management o f the Tanana Valley State Forest.
We have been tracking the efforts o f the many scientists and natural resource 
professionals working to revise the riparian standards and stream classification system for 
Region II I  (Interior Alaska) o f the Forest Resources and Practices Act. On March 19, 
2001, the Citizens’ Advisory Committee unanimously resolved to support the language o f 
H3131 bypassing the following:

The T V S F  C A C  com m ends  th e  in te rd is c ip l in a ry  S c ience  &  T e c h n ic a l C o m m itte e  
a n d  th e  Im p le m e n ta t io n  G ro u p  f o r  th e ir  w o rk  in  d e v e lo p in g  the  p ro v is io n s  o f  

H B 1 3. T h is  b i l l  is  th e  re s u lt  o f  e ffe c tive  c o n s e n s u s -b u ild in g  a m o n g  d iv e rs e  u s e r  
g ro u p s  a n d  is  b a se d  on  the  bes t a v a ila b le  s c ie n t if ic  in fo rm a t io n . T he  T V S F  C A C  
reco m m en d s  p ro m p t  p a s s a g e  o f  th is  b i l l  as w ritte n .

During our meeting on December 5, 2001, we voted to re-issue this letter. We still 
support prompt passage o f these bills as written.

Sincerely, "~

f  L  /   2 *  ~ y

Tricia Wurtz, Chair &  Forest Science Representative 
Tanana Valley State Forest Citizens’ Advisory Committee

CC: Marty Welboum Freeman



T a n a n a  V a l l e y  S t a t e  F o r e s t  

C i t i z e n s '  A d v i s o r y  C o m m i t t e e

3700 Airport Way 
Fairbanks, AK 99709

December 6, 2001

Jeff Jahnke, State Forester 
Alaska Division o f Forestry 
550 West 7th Avenue, Suite 1450 
Anchorage, A K  99501-3566

Dear Mr. Jahnke:

As you know, the members o f the Tanana Valley State Forest Citizens’ Advisory 
Committee have been tracking the efforts o f the many scientists and natural resource 
professionals working to revise the riparian standards and stream classification system for 
Region III (Interior Alaska) o f the Forest Resources and Practices Act. During our 
regular meeting on March 19, 2001, the Citizens’ Advisory Committee unanimously 
resolved to support the language ofHB131 and SB98 bypassing the following:

T he  T V S F  C A C  com m ends the  in te rd is c ip l in a ry  S c ience  &  T e c h n ic a l C o m m itte e  

a n d  th e  Im p le m e n ta tio n  G ro u p  f o r  th e ir  w o rk  in  d e v e lo p in g  th e  p ro v is io n s  o f  

1 IB 1 3 1  a n d  SB98. These b i l ls  a re  the  re s u lt o f  e ffe c tiv e  consensus b u i ld in g  
a m o n g  d iv e rs e  u se r g ro u p s  a n d  a re  based  on  the  best a v a ila b le  s c ie n t i f ic  

in fo rm a t io n . The T V S F  C A C  recom m ends p ro m p t p a ssa g e  o f  these b i l ls  as  

w rit te n .

During our meeting on December 5, 2001, we voted to re-issue this letter. We still 
support prompt passage o f these bills as written.

As an advisory committee to the State Forester on matters regarding the management o f 
the Tanana Valley State Forest, the members o f the Citizens’ Advisory Committee hope 
you w ill endorse our recommendation by forwarding this letter to the various heads o f  
legislative committees that w ill be considering HB131 and SB98.

Tricia Wurtz, Chair &  I :ive
Tanana Valley State Forest Citizens’ Advisory Committee 63 21 Lid 01 030 1002

Sincerely,
301330 "IVH1N30 

AdlS3d03 30 NOlSIAia 
Q3AI303-U

CC: John C. “Chris” Maisch



b a n a n a  V a tte y  S t a t e  f o r e s t  

C i t i z e n s '  S id v is o ry  C o m m it te e
3 700 Airport Way 

Fairbanks, A%_ 99709

May 29, 2001

Jeff Jahnke, State Forester 
Alaska Division o f Forestry 
550 West 7th Avenue, Suite 1450 
Anchorage, A K  99501-3566

Dear Mr. Jahnke:

As you know, the members o f the Tanana Valley State Forest Citizens’ Advisory 
Committee have been tracking the efforts o f the many scientists and natural resource 
professionals working to revise the riparian standards and stream classification system for 
Region III (Interior Alaska) o f the Forest Resources and Practices Act. During our 
regular meeting on March 19,2001, the Citizens’ Advisory Committee unanimously 
resolved to support the language o f HB131 and SB98 by passing the following:

The T V S F  C A C  co m m en ds  the  in te rd is c ip l in a ry  S c ience  &  T e c h n ic a l C o m m itte e  
a n d  the  Im p le m e n ta t io n  G ro u p  f o r  th e ir  w o rk  in  d e v e lo p in g  th e  p ro v is io n s  o f  

H B 1 3 1  a n d  SB 98. These b i l ls  a re  the re s u lt o f  e ffe c tive  consensus b u i ld in g  

a m o n g  d iv e rs e  u s e r g ro u p s  a n d  a re  b ase d  o n  th e  best a v a ila b le  s c ie n t if ic  

in fo rm a t io n . The T V S F  C A C  reco m m en d s  p ro m p t p a ssa g e  o f  these b i l ls  as  

w ritte n .

As an advisory committee to the State Forester on matters regarding the management o f 
the Tanana Valley State Forest, the members of the Citizens’ Advisory Committee hope 
you w ill endorse our recommendation by forwarding this letter to the various heads o f 
legislative committees that w ill be considering HB131 and SB98.

Sincerely,

•—y "•'C t C-1 ^  f ’C
Tricia Wurtz, Chair &  Forest Science Representative 
Tanana Valley State Forest Citizens’ Advisory Committee

CC: John C. “Chris” Maisch



RE: H B  i 3 1 -Forest practices

Subject: R E : H B  131-Forest practices 
Date: Wed, 5 Dec 2001 13:22:50 -0900 

From : "James B. Reynolds" < ff]br@uaf.edu>
To : Marty Welboum <marty_welbourn@dnr.stale.ak.us>

Hi Marty,

Thanks for the briefing document on HB 131. I noticed a confusing phrase in 
the third item under "Summary of key provisions"; it says "...area in which 
harvesting may occur where harvesting may occur,..." and appears to be a typo. 
As you request, I'll send some letters to Interior legislators in support.

Best wishes for the holidays,

— j i m

Dr. James B. Reynolds
Emeritus Professor of Fisheries
School of Fisheries and Ocean Sciences
University of Alaska Fairbanks
P.O. Box 757220
Fairbanks, Alaska 99775
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Subject: HB 131
Date: Mon, 18 Mar 2002 07:31:4i« -0900 

From: Frederick Dean <deansfs@alaska.net>
To: Senator Gary Wilken <Senator_Gary_Wilken@legis.state.ak.us>,

Senator Georgianna Lincoln <Senator_Gcorgianna_Lincoln@legis.state.ak.us>

Dear Senators Wilken and Lincoln,
Last December I wrote you expressing my strong personal 

support for HB131 and the Senate counterpart. Now that the House 
bill has moved to the Senate for hearings, I want to reiterate this 
very strong support. I sat in as an observer an unofficial 
contributor to the meetings of the Science and Technical Committee 
that developed the basis for this bill. I was an official member of 
the Implementation Group that tried to put the recommendations of the 
S&TC into a form that could be used to draft legislation.
Consequently, I feel well-acquainted with the issues and the outcome.

I hope that you will work very hard to insure passage of 
KB131 which addresses changes in the Forest Resources and Practices 
Act. The most critical part of this for the Interior is the set of 
stipulations for operations within the riparian zone. These have 
been carefully designed to reduce negative impacts on fish and fish 
habitat and to also insure a continxied supply of large woody debris 
(LWD) being added to the rivers. LWD has been shown to be an 
important habitat component; it provides cover, reduces current 
velocity, and forms good habitat for many food organisms. While 
there is still much to learn about LWD and its roles in interior 
Alaska, we do know enough to realize that it is important in many 
waters. Standing trees along the bank provide shading and thus 
thermal buffering, especially in slower waters, and visual cover 
because of the patchy light patterns.

A great deal of time and effort went into crafting a set of 
practices that would be clear and easily followed on both public and 
private lands. Provisions have been made to accommodate small-scale 
operations in rural villages. The final bill, as it passed the 
House, represents a striking job of getting representatives of all 
possible interested parties to participate in collecting the 
underlying information, crafting- the proposed standards, and 
supporting the proposed revisions to the FRPA. If the rest of our 
government could function this well, we would be way ahead. Please 
do all you can to insure the passage of HB131, hopefully without any 
modification.
Sincerely,
Fred Dean

Frederick C. Dean 
810 Ballaine Rd.
Fairbanks, AK 99709

907-479-6607
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IB 13 I Forest Resources and Practices Act

Subject: HB131 Forest Resources and Practices Act 
Date: Mon, 18 Mar 2002 07:30:51 -0900 

From: Frederick Dean <deansfs@alaska.net>
To: Senator John Torgerson <Senator_John_Torgerson@legis.state.ak.us>

Dear Senator Torgerson,
I am sending this letter to you as Chair of the Senate 

Resources Committee. I want to express my strong personal support 
for HB131 and the Senate counterpart. Now that the House bill has 
moved to the Senate for hearings, I want to emphasize this very 
strong support. I sat in as an observer an unofficial contributor to 
the meetings of the Science and Technical Committee that developed 
the basis for this bill. I was an official member of the 
Implementation Group that tried to put the recommendations of the 
S&TC into a form that could be used to draft legislation.
Consequently, I feel well-acquainted with the issues and the outcome.

I hope that you will work very hard to insure passage of 
HB131 which addresses changes in the Forest Resources and Practices 
Act. The most critical part of this for the Interior is the set of 
stipulations for operations within the riparian zone. These have 
been carefully designed to reduce negative impacts on fish and fish 
habitat and to also insure a continued supply of large woody debris 
(LWD) being added to the rivers. LWD has been shown to be an 
important habitat component; it provides cover, reduces current 
velocity, and forms good habitat for many food organisms. While 
there is still much to learn about LWD and its roles in interior 
Alaska, we do know enough to realize that it is important in many 
waters. Standing trees along the bank provide shading and thus 
thermal buffering, especially in slower waters, and visual cover 
because of the patchy light patterns.

A great deal of time and effort went into crafting a set of 
practices that would be clear and easily followed on both public and 
private lands. Provisions have been made to accommodate small-scale 
operations in rural villages. The final bill, as it passed the 
House, represents a striking job of getting representatives of all 
possible interested parties to participate in collecting the 
underlying information, crafting the proposed standards, and 
supporting the proposed revisions to the FRPA. If the rest of our 
government could function this well, we would be way ahead. Please 
do all you can to insure the passage of HB131, hopefully without any 
modification.
Sincerely,
Fred Dean

Frederick C. Dean 
810 Ballaine Rd.
Fairbanks, AK 99709

907-479-6607
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'lodificutions o f  the Forest Resources and Practices A ct

Subject: Modifications of the Forest Resources and Practices Act 
Date: Tue, 18 Dec 2001 13:57:22 -0900 

From : Frederick Dean <deansfs@alaska.net>
To : Senator Pete Kelly <Senator_Pete_Kelly@legis.state.ak.us>,

Senator Georgianna Lincoln <Senator_Georgianna_Lincoln@legis.state.ak.us>, 
Senator Gene Therriault <Senator_Gene_Therriault@legis.state.ak.us>,
Senator Gary Wilken <Senator_Gary_Wilken@legis.state.ak.us>,
Senator John Coghill <Representative_John_Coghill@legis.state.ak.us>, 
Representative John Davies <Representative_John_Davies@legis.state.ak.us>, 
Representative Hugh Fate <Represenlative_Hugh_Fate@legis.state.ak.us>,
Joe Hayes <Representative_Joe_Hayes@legis.state.ak.us>,
Representative Jeannette James <Representative_Jeannetle_James@legis.statc.ak.us>, 
Representative Jim Whitaker <Representative_Jim_Whitaker@legis.state.ak.us>

Hello to all,
I want to reiterate my personal support for HB 131 and its 

companion Senate bill. Last year, when these were introduced, I sent 
you a note in favor of passage of these bills. Some problems 
developed that related to SE Alaska. My understanding is that these 
have been resolved. I hope that the bills can be passed without 
delay this year.

I have attached a briefing paper prepared by the Division of 
Forestry regarding HB131 for your use if you wish to refresh yourself 
on the matter. Salient points are that the changes are needed, 
particularly in Region III (the Interior), that the proposed changes 
in riparian practices were developed by a very well composed 
scientific committee, that that group's work was translated into 
recommended provisions by a widely-based implementation group, and 
that all concerned seem to feel that the proposed modifications 
should be adopted.

If there are any questions you think I may be able to answer, please 
feel free to contact me.
I hope that you will take this oportunity to join a broad spectrum of 
those interested in Interior forests and forest industry by actively 
helping to get these bills passed this year.

Frederick Dean 
810 Ballaine Rd.
Fairbanks, AK 99709

907-479-6607 
<deansfs@alaska.net>

Name: RIIlBrief.doc
H jR IlIB rief.doc Type: Microsoft Word Document (application/msword)

Encoding: base64
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D e a r  S e n a t o r  T o r g e r s o n :

I ask you to support hearings on SB 98, which amends the Alaska Forest 
Resources and Practices Act for Interior Alaska (Region III) . Several 
interest groups, including the timber and fishing industries and 
environmental groups, have worked over the last year with scientific experts 
in fisheries, forestry, and hydrology to derive riparian standards for 
timber harvest that make sense for the Interior. The state Board of 
Forestry reviewed and concurred with the recommendations of this 
Implementation Group and has endorsed the draft legislation introduced as SB 
98. This legislation would clarify standards that allow the timber industry 
to operate in some of the most productive forest lands north of the Alaska 
Range while affording the necessary protection to fisheries that provide 
income and food to many Interior residents year in and year out. Please 
help our local industries to move forward with sustainable development by 
supporting this legislation in the current session. Thank you.

Tom Paragi 
P.O. Box 81288 
Fairbanks, AK 99708
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A l a s k a  C o n s e r v a t i o n  A l l i a n c e

U n i t i n g / o r  A l a s k a ' s  F u t u r e

A laska Conservation A lliance 
A laska Conservation Voters

HB 131 ~Standards for Forest 
Resources and Practices

To: House Resources Committee
Dale: February 6,2002

Alaska Conservation Voters is a nonprofit organization dedicated to protecting Alaska’s environment 

through public education and advocacy. Our 32 member organizations represent over 35,000 registered 
Alaskan voters. Our members support the conservation o f Alaska’s forests for the long-term protection o f 
habitat values and the benefits our forests provide humuns, wildlife and fish.

House Bill 131, which amends the Alaska Forest Resources and Practices Act (FRPA) in Region HI 

for Interior Alaska, improves both the clarity and content of current regulations and practices. HB 131 is based 
upon an extensive review of existing scientific research, field data, and public comment, and is the result o f a 

consensus-based, publ ic process that encompassed a broad group of stakeholders including fisherman, log­
gers, scientists, and land managers.

HB 131 would implement buffer zones along lakes and streams in Interior Alaska, for logging on both 

private and public land. These substantive changes would allow logging activities to continue in a more eco­

logical and sustainable manner in our interior forests. This bill has incorporated open public process throughout 

every step o f the way. Alaska Conservation Voters urges you to support this legislation.

Danielle B. Brown

750W  2nd Ave. #109, Anchorage AK 99501 /P h .  907-258-0171 / F a x 907-258-61 

P.O . B ox22151,JuneauA K  9 9 8 0 2 /P h . 907-463-3306/ F a x 907-463-3312/u n itr

“Conserve AJaska: It’s Only j
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Senator John Torgerson 
Resources Committee, Chair 
State Capitol. Juneau, A K  99801-1182 
Room 427

Re: HB 131 an act relating to standards lo r forest resources and practices 
Submission o f written testimony

Dear Senator Torgerson:

The Yukon River Drainage Fisheries Association (YRDFA) works with commercial and 
subsistence salmon fisheries on the Yukon River. We were formed in 1990 when 
fishermen gathered in Galena to foster communication and cooperation between 
historically competing fishermen, to promote cooperative management between 
fishermen and agencies and to increase returns o f salmon through habitat restoration and 
enhancement projects.

YRDFA was invited to jo in  in the implementation group that was created to include 
various interests when making recommendations to the Forest Resources and Practices 
Act. Through the participation o f Board members and staff, YRDFA was able to be part 
o f the decision-making process and to ensure that the voice o f the fishery resource and 
the fishermen were at the table.

We support the process that took place and the outcome that resulted in recommendations 
to the classification o f stream types and riparian buffers for public and private lands in 
region III under the Forest Practices and Resources Act. H.B. 131 is good for both 
fishing and timber because it strengthens protection for interior fish habitat and does it in 
a manner that is practical for the timber industry to implement.

Thank you for your consideration o f my testimony.

Sincerely,

April 1,2002

Jill Klein
Executive Director



Introduced By: 
Date Introduced: 
Date Passed:
Date Transmitted:

Natural Resources 
March 19, 2001 
March 26, 2001 
March 27, 2001

R E SO L U T IO N  01-0326a

A R E SO L U T IO N  B Y  T H E  G R E A T E R  F A IR BA N K S  C H A M B E R  OF  
C O M M E R C E  T O  SU PPO R T  T H E  PA SSA G E  O F  H O U SE  B IL L  (H B ) 

131 FO R  FO R E ST  P R A C T IC E S  A M EN D M EN TS  IN  IN T E R IO R  
A L A SK A  (R E G IO N  II I )

W H ER EA S  Alaska is recognized as a world leader in protecting fish habitat 
for anadromous and high value resident fish species while promoting timber 
development; and

W H ER EA S  HB-131 and i t ’s companion b ill SB-98 are the result o f a two 
year process that was initiated by the Board o f Forestry and involved an 
interdisciplinary Science and Technical Committee and an Implementation 
Group that represented affected interests; and

W H ER EA S  the Science and Technical Committee had members with 
expertise in fisheries, forestry, hydrology, and soils and included scientists 
and experienced field staff from state resource agencies, the University o f 
Alaska, the U.S. Geological Survey, Tanana Chiefs Conference, and Alaska 
Biological Research; and

W H E R E A S  the Implementation Group was comprised o f private forest 
owners, the timber and fishing industries, environmental groups, and members 
from the departments o f Natural Resources, Fish and Game and 
Environmental Conservation; and

W H E R E A S  this legislation is founded on the best science available and is the 
result o f a public effort that has support from a broad array o f interest groups, 
and the Board o f Forestry; and

W H E R EA S  under this legislation, all anadromous and high value resident 
fish waters are classified and riparian standards are established for each water 
body type based on the unique characteristics and habitat needs o f fish for 
each stream type; and



W HEREAS on most anadromous and high value resident fish waters a no­
harvest buffer w ill be required and along glacial rivers where some o f the 
most valuable timber occurs, the standards allow harvest o f up to ha lf the 
large white spruce in the landward ha lf o f the buffer, thus capturing some o f 
the economic value within the riparian zone; and

NOW  THEREFORE BE IT  RESOLVED that the Greater Fairbanks 
Chamber o f Commerce Board o f Directors joins Alaska’s Governor Tony 
Knowles, the Board o f Forestry, state agencies, the timber and fishing 
industry, environmental groups and members o f the public in supporting the 
passage o f this legislation during the current session.

BE IT  FURTHER RESOLVED that this resolution be distributed to:

Alaska State Legislature 
Governor Tony Knowles 
Board o f Forestry
Commissioner o f Natural Resources 
State Forester

PASSED in Fairbanks, Alaska this 26lh day o f March, 2001 by the Greater 
Fairbanks Chamber o f Commerce Board o f Directors.

John Bums 
Board Chair

Howard “ Buzz”  Otis 
Chair Elect



D e a r  S e n a t o r  T o r g e r s o n :

I ask you to support hearings on SB 98, which amends the Alaska Forest 
Resources and Practices Act for Interior Alaska (Region III) . Several 
interest groups, including the timber and fishing industries and 
environmental groups, have worked over the last year with scientific experts 
in fisheries, forestry, and hydrology to derive riparian standards for 
timber harvest that make sense for the Interior. The state Board of 
Forestry reviewed and concurred with the recommendations of this 
Implementation Group and has endorsed the draft legislation introduced as SB 
98. This legislation would clarify standards that allow the timber industry 
to operate in some of the most productive forest lands north of the Alaska 
Range while affording the necessary protection to fisheries that provide 
income and food to many Interior residents year in and year out. Please 
help our local industries to move forward with sustainable development by 
supporting this legislation in the current session. Thank you.

Tom Paragi 
P.O. Box 81288 
Fairbanks, AK 99708



FISCAL NOTE

E xpenditures/R evenues

OPERATING EXPENDITURES
Personal Services 
Travel 
Contractual 
Supplies 
Equipment 
Land & Structures 
Grants & Claims 
Miscellaneous

TOTAL OPERATING

STATE OF ALASKA
2003 LEGISLATIVE SESSION

Revision Date/Time (Note if correction):______________
Title Forest Resources & Practices Standards

Sponsor
Requester

Sen. Seekins
(S) RES

Fiscal Note Number:
Bill Version:
(S) Publish Date:

Dept. Affected: 
‘ BRU

SB 88
'729/03

Natural Resources
Forest Management & Development 

Component Forest Management & Development

Component No. 

(Thousands of Dollars)
Note: Amounts do not include inflation unless otherwise noted below,

CAPITAL EXPENDITURES 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 | 0.0 | OLOl

CHANGE IN REVENUES ( ) I 0.0 I 0.0 0.0 | 0.0 I I 0.0 |

FUND SOURCE (Thousands of Dollars)
1002 Federal Receipts
1003 GF Match
1004 GF
1005 GF/Program Receipts 
1037 GF/Mental Health
Other (Specify Type-Do not abbreviate) 

TOTAL

Estimate of any current year (FY2003) cost: 0.0
Mark this box (X) if funding for this bill Is included in the Governor's FY 2004 budget proposal: I ~ |

POSITIONS
Full-time 0 0 0 0 0 0
Part-time 0 0 0 0 0 0
Temporary 0 0 0 0 0 0

ANALYSIS: (Attach a separate page if necessary)

Based on current levels of harvesting on non-state land, and current funding levels, DNR will not need 
additional operating funds to implement the changes in this bill. If the amount of harvesting on non-state 
land increases substantially, or if FRPA funding, including federal Section 319 funding declines 
significantly, additional funds would be needed for field inspections of riparian buffers. On state land, the 
revised riparian standards can be incorporated into the existing sale design and sale administration 
process.

Prepared by: Jeff Jahnke, Director____________________________________  Phone 907-269-8474
Division Forestry  Date/Time 4/22/2003

Approved by: Tom Irwin. Commissioner  Date 4/22/2003
Agency Natural Resources______________________________________
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