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HB 98 
Sponsor Statement 

“An act relating to sport fishing seasons and 
areas for persons under 16 years of age”

House Bill 98 will encourage healthy outdoor activity for A laska’s youth by expanding 
fishing access, especially in urban areas. Fishing gives children an opportunity to enjoy 
and appreciate nature while getting fresh air and exercise. House Bill 98 will help to 
create more opportunities for Alaska’s children to enjoy the sport o f  fishing.

House Bill 98 provides the Board o f  Fish with the authority to implement special 
fisheries for children under the age o f  16. It will allow the board to manage fisheries 
with more flexibility. In turn, small fisheries could be implemented in areas where a 
fully open fishery is not practicable. The details o f  these specific fisheries will be left to 
the board’s expertise.

A similar provision exists in statute for the Board o f  Game. It allows the board to 
establish age-specific youth hunts. House Bill 98 will grant the same type o f  authority to 
the Board o f  Fhh.
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FRANK UURKOWSKJ, GOVERNOR

P.O. BOX25526 
JUNEAU. AK 99802-5526 
PHONE: (907) 465-4110 
FAX: (907) 465-6094

March 25. 2003

The Honorable Ralph Samuels 
Alaska State Legislature 
State Capitol Bldg. Room 412 
Juneau AK 99801-11822

Dear Representative Samuels:

I am writing in regard to HB 98, which you Introduced on February 14,2003 entitled "An 
Act relating to sport fishing seasons and areas for persons under 16 years of age." The 
Board of Fisheries supports the intent of this bill that allows the board to establish 
seasons and areas for the exclusive use of young anglers.

The board frequently receives proposals from public groups and Individuals, usually in 
urban areas, seeking sport fishing opportunities for youths where they can fish without 
being “overrun" by adult anglers. Unfortunately, the board does not currently have the 
legislative authority to establish regulations that would create such seasons and areas. 
Your bill would give the board that authority,

Once again, the board endorses HB 98 and we want to thank you for submitting it. I 
would be happy to provide additional support, If needed, during the legislative review of 
this bill.

Ed Dersham, Chair 
Alaska Board of Fisheries

Fish B oa rd  Support
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FISCAL NOTE

OPERATING EXPENDITURES
P e rs o n a l Se rv ices 
T rave l 
C on trac tua l 
Supp lie s  
Equipm ent 
Land & S truc tu res 
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TOTAL _______ '

Estimate of any current year (FY2003) cost: 0 0
Mark this box (X) if funding for this bill is included in the Governor's FY 2004 budget proposal:

POSITIONS ___________________ ___________
Fu ll-tim e ________________________
Part-tim e ________________________
T em po ra ry________________________________
ANALYSIS: (Attach a separate page if necessary)
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FISCAL NOTE
S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A  F isca l N ote N um ber:
2003 L E G I S L A T I V E  S E S S I O N  Bill Version: H B98

0  Pub lish  D a te : ______________

R e v is io n  D a t e /T im e  (N o te  i f  c o r r e c t io n ) :____________________________ Dep t. A ffec ted :____________ d p s __________
Title S po rt fish ing fo r  u se rs  under 1 6  yoa .___________________B R U  F ish & W ild life  P ro tec tion

C om pon en t D etachm en ts_____________
S p o n s o r  R ep re se n ta tiv e  S am u e ls ____________________________________________________________________________
R eq u e s te r  H ou se  F ish e rie s_________________________________________C om ponen t N o . ______________

Expenditures/Revenues_____________________________ (Thousands of Dollars)
N ote : A m oun ts d o  not Inc lude In fla tion un le ss  o the rw ise  noted  be low ._________________________
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TOTAL 0 .0 0 .0 0 .0 0 .0 0 .0 0 .0

Estimate of any current year (FY2003) cost: 0.0
Mark this box (X) if funding for this bill Is Included in the Governor’s FY 2004 budget proposal: 

POSITIONS
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FRANK UURKOWSKI, GOVERNOR

P.O. BQX 25526 
JUNEAU. AK 99802-5526 
PHONE: (907) 465-4110 
FAX: (907) 465-6094BOARD OF FISHERIES

March 25, 2003

The Honorable Ralph Samuels 
Alaska State Legislature 
State Capitol Bldg. Room 412 
Juneau AK 99801-11822

Dear Representative Samuels:

I am writing In regard to HB 98, which you Introduced on February 14,2003 entitled “An 
Act relating to sport fishing seasons and areas for persons under 16 years of age." The 
Board of Fisheries supports the intent of this bill that allows the board to establish 
seasons and areas for the exclusive use of young anglers.

The board frequently receives proposals from public groups and Individuals, usually In 
urban areas, seeking sport fishing opportunities for youths where they can fish without 
being “overrun" by adult anglers. Unfortunately, the board does not currently have the 
legislative authority to establish regulations that would create such seasons and areas. 
Your bill would give the board that authority.

Once again, the board endorses HB 98 and we want to thank you for submitting it. I 
would be happy to provide additional support, If needed, during the legislative review of 
this bill.

Ed Dersham, Chair 
Alaska Board of Fisheries

Fish B oa rd  Support



Juneau Douglas Fish and Game Advisory Committee
Kathy Hansen, Chair
9369 North Douglas Hwy
Juneau, AK 99801
907-586-6652

March 27, 2003

House Special Committee on Fisheries 
Representative Paul Seaton, Chair 
State Capitol 
Juneau, AK 99801

RE: Support HB 98

The Juneau Douglas Fish and Game Advisory Committee fully supports HB 98. This is 
legislation that is long overdue. We discussed this issue at our last meeting on February 
28, 2003 and unanimously supported HB 98. This is an issue that we have discussed 
with sport fish many times over the years as we have dealt with Board of Fish proposals 
and opportunities for kids have been curtailed especially in urban areas.

Please support this very simple and straight forward legislation to allow the Board of Fish 
to make regulation for kids and pass this out of committee.

Tnank you,

Kathy Hansen 
Chair

Juneau /D oug  F&G Advis. Comm .
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This bill is consistent with the Department's program objectives and does not significantly impact our budget. 
It would allow the board of fisheries to establish open and closed seasons specifically for those people under 
the age of 16. This would not fiscally Impact DPS and is viewed as allocative in nature.
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