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I N T R O D U C T I O N

T h e r e  a r e  f o u r  l e v e ls  o f  c o u r ts  in  t h e  A l a s k a  C o u r t  S y s t e m ,  e a c h  w ith  d if fe r e n t  p o w e r s ,  d u t ie s  a n d  
r e s p o n s ib i l i t ie s .  A l a s k a  h a s  a  u n i f i e d ,  c e n t r a l ly  a d m i n i s t e r e d ,  a n d  tota lly  s t a t e - f u n d e d  j u d i c i a l  
s y s t e m .  M u n i c i p a l  g o v e r n m e n t s  d o  n o t  m a i n t a i n  s e p a r a t e  c o u r t  s y s t e m s .

T h e  f o u r  le v e ls  o f  c o u r t s  in  t h e  A l a s k a  C o u r t  S y s t e m  a r e  t h e  s u p r e m e  c ourt ,  th e  c o u r t  o f  a p p e a l s ,  
t h e  s u p e r io r  c o u r t  a n d  t h e  district c o u r t .  T h e  s u p r e m e  c o u r t  a n d  court  o f  a p p e a l s  a r e  a p p e l l a t e  
c o u r t s ,  w h i le  t h e  s u p e r i o r a n d  district courts  a r e  trial c o urts . J u r is d ic t io n  a n d  r e s p o n s ib i l i t ie s  o f  e a c h  
l e v e l  o f  c o u r t  a r e  s e t  o u t  in  T it le  2 2  o f  th e  A l a s k a  S t a t u t e s .

T h e  s u p r e m e  c o u r t  a n d  t h e  s u p e r io r  court  w e r e  e s t a b l i s h e d  in  t h e  A l a s k a  C o n s t i t u t io n .  In  1 9 5 9 ,  
t h e  le g is la t u r e  c r e a t e d  a  district c o u r t  for e a c h  j u d i c i a l  district a n d  g r a n t e d  p o w e r  to t h e  s u p r e m e  
c o u r t  to i n c r e a s e  o r  d e c r e a s e  th e  n u m b e r  o f  district court  j u d g e s .  I n  1 9 8 0 ,  t h e  le g is la t u r e  c r e a t e d  
a  c o u r t  o f  a p p e a l s .

T h e  c h i e f  j u s t i c e  o f  t h e  A l a s k a  S u p r e m e  C o u r t  is  th e  a d m in is t r a t iv e  h e a d  o f  t h e  A l a s k a  C o u r t  
S y s t e m .  A n  a d m i n i s t r a t iv e  d ir e c t o r  is a p p o i n t e d  b y  t h e  c h i e f  j u s t ic e  w ith  c o n c u r r e n c e  o f  t h e  
s u p r e m e  c o u r t .  T h e  d ir e c to r  s u p e r v i s e s  th e  a d m in is t r a t io n  o f  a l l  c o u r ts  in  t h e  s t a te .

R u l e s  g o v e r n i n g  t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t io n  o f  al l  c o u r ts  a n d  t h e  r u le s  o f  p r a c t ic e  a n d  p r o c e d u r e  for c iv il  a n d  
c r im i n a l  c a s e s  a r e  p r o m u l g a t e d  b y  t h e  s u p r e m e  court.

A LA S K A  COURT LOCATIONS



A L A S K A  C O U R T  S Y S T E M  O R G A N I Z A T I O N



! A L A S K A  C O U R T  S Y S T E M
f ( I n f o r m a t i o n  a s  o f  J u n e  3 0 ,  2 0 0 2 )

F i s c a l  Y e a r : J u l y  1  -  J u n e  3 0

G e o g r a p h i c a l  A r e a  S e r v e d : 5 8 6 , 4 1 3  s q u a r e  m i l e s  '

N u m b e r  o f  J u d g e s : 5  s u p r e m e  c o u r t  j u d g e s  
3  c o u r t  o f  a p p e a l s  j u d g e s  : 

3 4  s u p e r i o r  c o u r t  j u d g e s  
1 7  d is t r ic t  c o u r t  j u d g e s  | 
6 0  m a g i s t r a t e s

N u m b e r  o f  C o u r t  L o c a t i o n s : 1 6 *  c o m b i n e d  s u p e r i o r  a n d  d is t r ic t  c o u r t  
4 2  d is t r ic t  c o u r t s  o n l y  G u d g e  a n d / o r  i 

m a g i s t r a t e )

N u m b e r  o f  A u t h o r i z e d  P o s i t i o n s : 6 6 8  p e r m a n e n t  f u l l - t i m e  
5 0  p e r m a n e n t  p a r t - t i m e  
2 1  n o n - p e r m a n e n t  

7 3 9  t o t a l  |

'Includes three locations without resident superior court judges: Wrangell, Petersburg and Valdez.

FIVE LARG EST TR IA L C O U R T S  

(by number of permanent full-time employees)

Anchorage 21S
Fairbanks 81
Juneau 32
Palmer- 25
Kenai 23
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