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Alaska State Legislature
House of Representatives

State Capitol 
Juneau, AK 99801-1182

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  C a r l  G a t to  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  M a x  G r u e n b e r g

S P O N S O R  STA TE M EN T

C S H B  3 5 0  ( S ta te  A ffa ir s )  
C o m p e n s a t i o n  f o r  V ic t im s  o f  A r s o n

La te  la s t  s u m m e r a  h om e  in  A ncho rag e  w as seve re ly  dam aged  b y  a  fire  
d e lib e ra te ly  se t b y  a n  u n k n ow n  p e rp e tra to r  w h ile  the fam ily  w as a s leep . 
F o r tu n a te ly  th e  fam ily  su rv iv ed  w ith ou t in ju ry . H ow ever m an y  o th e r  a rs o n  
v ic tim s  h ave  n o t been  s o  fo r tu n a te . D e lib e ra te ly  se tting  a  fire  th a t  e nd an ge rs  
som eon e  e lse  is  firs t-d eg re e  a rs o n , a  c la s s  A fe lon y . C u r re n t  A la s k a  law  does 
n o t  in c lu d e  firs t-d eg re e  a rs o n  on  th e  lis t  o f  c rim es fo r  w h ich  v ic tim s m ay  rece ive 
c om p en s a lio n  from  th e  V io le n t C rim es C om p en sa tio n  B o a rd  (VCCB ). C S H B  
3 5 0  (S ta te  A ffa irs ) s im p ly  a d d s  a rs o n  to th e  lis t  o f  c rim es  fo r  w h ich  v ic tim s m ay  
rece ive  c om p en sa tio n .
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FISCAL NOTE

STATE OF ALASKA
2004 LEGISLATIVE SESSION

Revision Date/Time (Note if correction):_______
TiUe An act relating to adding personal inju

Fiscal Note Number
Bill Version:
() Publish Dato:

HB 350

Administration

and property damange from arson.
Sponsor Representatives Gatto, Gruenberg
Requester House State Affairs Committee

Expenditures/Revenues

Dept. Affected:_________________________
_ RDL‘ Violent Crimes Compensation. Board
Component Violent Crimea Compensation. Board

Component No. 

(Thousands of Dollars)

2694

Note: Amounts do not Include inflation unless otherwise noted below.
OPERATING EXPENDITURES FY 2005 FY 2008 FY 2007 FY 2008 FY 2009 FY 2010
Personal Services 
Travel 
Contractual 
Supplies 
Equipment 
Land & Structures 
Grants & Claims 
Miscellaneous

TOTAL OPERATING 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

I CAPITAL EXPENDITURES i l l  I I I

ICHANGE IN REVENUES ( ) I I \ I I I j

FUND SOURCE (Thousands of Dollars)
1002 Federal Receipts
1003 GF Match
1004 GF
1005 GF/Program Receipts 
1037 GF/Mental Health 
Other PFD Criminal Fund

TOTAL 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

Estimate of any current year (FY2004) cost:
Mark this box (X) If funding for this bill Is Includod

POSITIONS

0.0
nor1*  FY 2005 budget prcn the Gover rposal: 1

Full-Ume
Part-time
Temporary

ANALYSIS: (Attach a separate papa It necessary)
HB 350 would add arson as a compensable crime and property damage as a compensable los3 under AS 
18.67. Only the most serious of arson cases (first degree) would be eligible for consideration by the Violent 
Crimes Compensation Board. These cases would compete with other eligible applicants for available grant 
payments.

Prepared by: Susan L  Browne, Administrator J Phone 465-3040
Division Violent Crimes Compensation Botfrd /  /  f t Dale/Time 1/18/04 4:03 PM

Approved by: Commissioner Mike Miller Date 1/16/2004
Agency Department of Administration^- /

(Ravtud EW003 OMB) Page 1 of _1_



1057 VV. Firewcetl Lane, Suite • Anchorage, AK 99503
(907) 278-0977 1-888-835-1213 • Fax: (907)258-0740 • e-mail: vfj@alaskalifc.net 

A United VVov Aeencv

January 20, 2004

To Whom It May Concern:

Regarding: letter in support of CSHB 350 (State Affairs)

Arson is a serious crime and not at all uncommon in the State of Alaska. Victims of arson 
can be left with many scars, both physical and mental. The trauma can be devastating as 
with any serious crime. The financial demands can be overwhelming. Too often these 
victims are without any support or resources. Victims for Justice would like to offer our 
support for CSHB 350 (State Affairs). If you have any further question please do not 
hesitate to give me a call at 907-278-0986.

Donna Garner, 
Executive Director 
Victims for Justice, Inc.

* RECEIVED VIA EMAIL

mailto:vfj@alaskalifc.net


FRANK H. MURKOWSKI, GOVERNOR

P.O.BOX 110230 
JUNEAU, ALASKA 99311-0230 
PHONE: (907) 465-3040
TOLL FREE: 1-800-764-3040
FAX: (907) 465-2379

January 21. 2004

Representative Bruce Weyhrauch, Chair, House State Affairs
Representative Jim Holm, Vice-Chair, House State Affairs
Representative John Coghill, House State Affairs
Representative Bob Lynn, House State Affairs
Representative Paul Seaton, House State Affairs
Representative Ethan Berkowitz, House State Affairs
Representative Max Gruenberg, House State Affairs - Co-sponsor HB350
Representative Carl Gatto - Co-sponsor HB350
Alaska State Legislature
State Capitol
Juneau, Alaska

RE: HB350
Adding arson to AS 18.67

Dear Honorable Chair Weyhrauch, Honorable Vice-Chair Holm, Honorable Members o f 
the House State Affairs Committee, and Honorable Representative Gatto:

The Violent Crimes Compensation Board (Board) appreciates the opportunity to lend its 
support for HB350. The toll violent crime takes on innocent victims in Alaska is 
immense. HB350 would add arson as a compensable crime by the Board. Only the most 
seiious arson cases would be eligible for consideration.

While these cases would compete with other eligible applicants for awards out o f the 
Board's limited funds, there is little doubt arson victims suffer extreme losses. I urge you 
to support this bill and applaud your efforts on behalf o f Alaskan crime victims.

I am available to discuss this with you and will do my best to be available to you while 
this bill is in your committee. I can be reached at work in Valdez at 907-834-6480 and at 
home in Valdez at 907-835-2329.

Respectfully,

X . ' 7 S ^ ^ t-

( r -GerairGodfrey 
Chair

12-L6LH printed on recycled paper



victim compensation in each state by crime category for FFY2002; Table 4, on page 16, shows 
the number or claims paid by crime category and by state.

S pen ding  for  G r an ts  in A laska

According to the report on the Victim Assistance Program submitted by the Council on Domestic 
Violence and Sexual Abuse for 2002, Alaska spent $5.9 million for assistance projects and 
served more than 5,000 victims.17 Almost 93 percent of those persons were victims of child 
abuse, domestic violence, and sexual abuse.

During that same time period, according to the Violent Crimes Compensation Board's report on 
the Victim Compensation Program, Alaska provided almost $1.3 million in compensation to about 
500 victims of crimes.18 Of that amount, about 60 percent went to victims of assault, sexual 
assault, and child abuse. Approximately 12 percent went to victims of drunk drivers and other 
vehicular crimes. The remaining amount (approximately 30 percent) compensated victims of all 
other crimes, including robbery and homicide.

A report from the Office for Victims of Crime shows that Alaska was allocated just over $1.2 
million for victim assistance grants and about $500,000 for victim compensation by the 
Department of Justice for FFY2003.19

C r im e  S t a t ist ic s  in A laska

Although it may seem as if a serious bias exists in the granting of funds for victim assistance, it 
may also be helpful to look at crime statistics in Alaska. According to the Bureau of Justice 
Statistics, Alaska ranked first in the nation for forcible rape in 2001 (per 100,000 population).20 In 
2001, the rate for forcible rape nationwide was 31.8 rapes per 100,000 population—Alaska's rate 
was 78.9. In comparison, Alaska ranked eighth for aggravated assault, 18th for murder and 
nonnegligent manslaughter, 34in for robbery, and 18lh for all violent crimes.

17 “2 0 0 2  A laska S ta le  W ide A ss is ta n c e  R epo rt,"  V ictim s of C rim e Act Victim C o m p e n sa tio n  G ra n t P ro g ram , U .S . 
D e p a rtm en t of Ju s tic e , http://www.ojp.usdoj.gov/ovc/lund/sbsmap/ovcplak1.hlm ( a c c e s s e d  D e c e m b e r  2, 2003).

"  “2 0 0 2  A laska S ta te w id e  C o m p en sa tio n  R epo rt,"  V ictim s of C rim e Act Victim C o m p e n sa tio n  G ra n t P rogram , U .S . 
D e p a rtm en t of Ju s tic e , httpJ/wmv.ojp.usdcj.gov/ovcJtund/sbsmap/ovccpak1 .htrn ( a c c e s s e d  D e c e m b e r 2, 2003).

19 “2 0 0 3  C rim e V ictim s F und A llocations," O ffice tor V ictim s of C rim e, U .S . D e p a rtm en t of Ju s tic e , M arch  3, 2 00 3 , 
http-J/www.ojp.usdoj.gov/ovc (a c c e s s e d  D e c e m b e r 3, 2003).

!0 "T ab le  3 .113 : R a n k  o rd er of S ta te s  a c c o rd in g  to ra te s  (p e r  100 ,0 00  population) of violent c rim e, m u rd e r an d  
n o n n e g lig e n t m a n s la u g h te r , forcible rap e , robbery , a n d  a g g ra v a te d  a s sa u lt,  2001,* SOURCEBOOK of Criminal Justice 
Statistics Online, B u re a u  of Ju s tic e  S ta tis tics, U .S . D e p a rtm en t o f Ju s tic e , httpJ/www.ojp.usdoj.gov/bjs/sourcebook.htm 
( a c c e s s e d  D e ce m b e r 15, 2003). S ta tis tic s  lor 2001 a re  th e  m o s t  re c e n t  n u m b ers  av ailab le .

le g is la t iv e  R e s e a r c h  R e p o r t  04.055  

Victim s  o f  Cr im e  A c t  Fu n d in g

Decemeer 30.2003 — Pages

http://www.ojp.usdoj.gov/ovc/lund/sbsmap/ovcplak1.hlm
http://www.ojp.usdoj.gov/ovc
http://www.ojp.usdoj.gov/bjs/sourcebook.htm


Table 3: Vict:m Compensation Grant-Amounts Spent by State in FFY 2002, by Drime Clategory
Slate Assault Homicide

Sexual
Assault

Child
Abuse

DWI/DUI
Other

Vehicular
Crimes

Stalking Robbery Terrorism
Kid­

napping,
Arson Other Total

Alabama
Alaska
Arizona
Arkansas
California
Colorado

$3,095.1
$669.0

$1,123.7
$1,204.1
$67,761.5
$5,126.8

$1,680.6
$183.4
$937.9
$403.3

$22,059.9
$052.7

$360.1
$34.8
$110.4
$55.2

$5,876.6
$483.3

$191.1
$42.0
$154.6
$180.6

$27,746.7
$1,633.3

$54.3
$94.6
$168.4
$158.0

$4,911.3
$597.3

$282.1
$60.5
$123.6
$39.7

$6,574.3
$1,099.7

$1.9
$13.6
$2.6
$0.0

$586.0
$45.2

$154.8
$64.6
$27.3
$20.6

$5,483.5
$B9.7

$0.0
$0.0
$2.2
$25.0

$1,689.4
$0.7

$5.0
$4.4
$7.0
$0.0

$465.9
$44.9

$0.0
$10.6
$0.4
$0.3
$24.5
$9.0

$177.8
$08.9'
$71.6
$0.0

$2,495.2
$490.5

$6,002.0
$1,266.6
$2,729.7
$2,246.8

$145,674.8
$10,473.1

Connecticut
Delaware
Dislricl o( Columbia
Florida
Georgia
Hawaii

$981.2
$785.4

$2,734.0
$10,993.0
$2,066.0
$704.1

$903.0
$213.7

$1,172.1
$3,415.2
$747.7
$54.6

$66.7
$55.6
$41.5
$678.4
$106.7
$90.3

$95.9
$46,0
$382.7
$386.1
$166.1
$205.4

$53.6
$133.9
$0.0

$1,667.3
$175.0
$0.0

$0.0
$68.9
$221.0

$1,263.4
$87.9
$19.0

$0.0
$0.0
$0.0
$37.6
$0.0
$0.0

$0.0 
$21.5 
$0.0 

$1,002.1 
. $4.2 
$0.0

$0.0
$0.0
$2.2
$0.0
$0.0
$0.0

$0.0
$0.0
$0.0
$12.4
$0.0
$19.7

$1.1
$5.8
$3.6
$1.5
$0.0
$0.0

$0.0
$536.8
$0.0

$373.0
$0.0
$27.2

$2,101.5
$1,867.6
$4,557.1
$19,830.8
$4,153.6
$1,120.3

Idaho
Illinois
Indiana
Iowa
Kansas
Kentucky

$1,091.6
$15,383.1

$598.9
$2,104.7
$1,992.0
$766.1

$148.7
$5,001.1
$263.1
$522.7
$324.2
$259.0

$90.2 
$308.8 
$437.1 
$107.1 
$84.6 
SB.7

$262.4
$340.8
$435.5“
$252.3
$204.6
$14.6

$308.8
$308.9
$21.5
$153.6
$100.5
$17.4

$111.3
$0.0
$17.0
$227.5
$43.3
$0.0

$3.2
$0.0
$0.0
$3.3
$0.0
$0.9

$13.5
$0.0
$16.8
$73.4
$61.2
$0.0

$0.0
$0.0
$0.0
$0.0
$0.0
$0.0

$22.2
$17.1
$0.5
$13.1
$5.1
$0.0

$0.0
$4.7
$3.4
$1.3
$6.4
$0.0

$15.1
$2,019.1
$127.4
$112.7
$1.9
$0.0

$2,067.0
$23,383.6
$1,921.2
$3,571.7
$2,023.8
$1,066.7

Louisiana
Maine
Maryland
Massachusetts
Michigan
Minnesota

$724.0
$114.1

$3,457.0
$1,524.5
$1,219.8
$1,575.4

$555.2
$50.6
$677.6
$767.0
$298.7
$840.2

$46.3
$22.8
$23.4
$227.2
$47.0
$81.0

$29.1
$47.6
$9.6

$166.1
$6.2

$232.5

$100.7
$29.3
$14.5
$254.0
$10.2
$406.6

$20.3
$0.0
$18.5
$37.1
$2.8
$0.0

$1.0
$2.0
$0.0
$8.0
$0.0
$1.6

$93.1
$5.1
$23.7
$12.7
$267.1
$117.5

$0.0
$0.0
$0.0

$520.4
$0.0
$0.0

$5.2 
$1.2 
$0.0 
$11 6 
$0.0 
$38.3

$0.0
$0.0
$27.7
$0.0
$1.2
$7.4

$3.1
$5.0
$0.0
$25.3
$0.0
$3.9

$1,578.0 
$277.7 

$4,252.0 
$3,554.7 
$1,853.0 
$3,304.4

Mississippi
Missouri
Montana
Nebraska
Nevada
New Hampshire

$916.7
$4,293.2
$655.0
$153.6
$295.0
$143.0

$548.2
$1,551.3

$79.7
$46.8
$31.0
$61.4

$18.1
$122.2
$31.6
$4,4
$22.7
$74.7

$20.7
$149.0
$91.5
$7.5
$0.0
$32.5

$88.0
$180.3
$80.2
$5.0
$11.7
$9.1

$24.8 
. $319.8 
$12.5 
$0.0 
$15.0 
$17.2

$0.0
$1.5
$6.4
$0.0
$0.0
$12.2

$0.0
$563.9
$0.0
$11.4
$18.4
$4.7

$0.0
$0.0
$0.0
$0.0
$0.0
$0.0

$0.9
$0.0
$1.5
$0.0
$0.0
$0.0

$0.0
$5.5
$0.0
$0.0
$0.0
$10.0

$0.0
$63.3
$0.0
$0.0
$36.3
$2.9

$1,617.4
$7,250.0
$958.4
$228.7
$430.1
$367.7

New Jersey 
New Mexico 
New York 
North Carolina 
Noith Dakota

$3,054.6
$767.9

$10,873.4
$6,121.3
$107.7

$1,045.9
$276.1

$3,431.7
$1,403.3

$5.7

$325.7
$79.5
$597.6
$177.9
$6.5

$265.2
$164.7
$974.7
$213.5
$20.3

$136.7
$109.4
$675.7
$298.9
$6.9

$0.0
$0.0

$332.1
$70.7
$25.6

$0.0
$0.0
$36.1
$0.0
$1.1

$96.2
$0.0

$622.6
$0.0
$0.0

$7,311.8
$0.0

$29,889.7
$0.0
$0.7

$0.7
$19.5
$21.7
$0.0
$0.0

$4.0
$0.0
$16.1
$0.0
$0.0

$10 8 
$3C,7 

$3,559.4 
$0.0 
$13.4

$ 12,251.6 
$1,447.8 
$51,030.0 
$8,293.6 
$267.9

t   . —  --------------------- --------------------- --------------------- ---------------------
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Table 4: Victim Compensation Grant-Number of Claims Paid by State in FFY 2002, by Crime; Categoiry

State Assault Homicide
Sexual
Assault

Child
Abuse

DW I/
DUI

Other
Vehicular

Crimes
Stalking Robbery Terrorism Kidnapping

/
Arson O ther Total

Alabama.
Alaska
Arizona
Arkansas
California
Colorado

920
259
458
580

20,490
4,233

374
68

229
134

5,358
480

620
30
69
59

3,324
745

167
76

174
274

17,463
3,357

13
21
57
36

916
273

104
4

20
20

1,093
416

6
2
5
0

294
98

63
20
22

6
1,692

198

0
0
0
1

200
1

6
9

10
0

237
61

0
5
1
1

15
12

0
19
52

0
1,289

725

2,273
513

1,097
1,111

52,371
10,599

Connecticut
Delaware
District of Columbia
Florida
Georgia
Hawaii

389
185
939

5,677
880
487

127
36

356
633
258

16

30
9

49
903

80
47

67
42

313
625
164
123

27
18

0
287

41
0

0
8

32
339

22
2

0
0
0

40
0
0

0
8
0

687
3
0

0
0
1
0
0
0

0
0
0

10
0
4

1
7
3
3
0
0

0
71

0
200

0
14

641 
384 

1,693 
9,404 
1,440 

693

Idaho
Illinois
Indiana
Iowa
Kansas
Kentucky

492
1,965

510
1,189

490
196

41 
730 

. 116 
171 
101 

84

119
92

595
171

70
11

495
4

1,014
406
218

21

57
38
21
37
30

6

19
0

18
69
10

0

3
0
0
9
0
1

8
0
7

34
17

0

0
0
0
0
0
0

9
6
1

16
2
0

0
5
6
5
6 
0

13
396

41
92

2
0

1,256
3,236
2,329
2,199

946
319

Louisiana
Maine
Maryland
M assachusetts
Michigan
Minnesota

289
104
440
267
425
901

161
18

151
126
221
200

59
24

6
38
30
69

59
58

6
9

55
220

21
9
3
4 

37 
83

8
0
2
2
9
0

1
2
0
0
0
2

30
6
9
3
0

54

0
0
0
0
0
0

7
1
0
0
6

14

0
0
6
1
0

11

4
5 
0 
0 
0
6

639
227
622
45C
782

1.5GC

Mississippi
Missouri
Montana
Nebraska
Nevada

425
703
246

36
809

221
279

41
12

112

30
130

12
2

421

55
119
135

5
32

37
31
11

1
63

9
57

1
0

54

0
1
7
0
0

0
68

0
4

149

0
0
0
0
0

6
0
3
0
0

0
2
0
0
0

0
12

0
0

31

782
1,402

456
6C

1,671

Legislative Research Services Report 04.055, December 2003
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___  JAN-21-2004 WED 03:31 PM FIRE PREVENTION FAX NO. 1 907 338 4375
A rson injury stato

Sub ject: A rson  in ju iy  stats
D a te : W ed, 21 Jan 2004  14 :41 :40  -0 900  

F rom : Jodie Hettrick <jodie_hettridc@dp9.state.ak.us> 
T o : k e lly ji ic o le llo  <kelly_nicolello@dps.state.ak.us>

K elly ,
We found th e  fo llo w in g  s t a t s  -
2001 -  4 i n ju r i e s  -  2 in c id e n ts
2002 -  7 i n j u r i e s  -  3 in c id e n ts
2003 -  7 i n ju r i e s  -  1 in c id e n t  (2003 s t a t s  a re  incom plete  so fu r)

Jo d ie

l o f l

P. 03

1/21/2004 3:24 Pit

mailto:jodie_hettridc@dp9.state.ak.us
mailto:kelly_nicolello@dps.state.ak.us
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Jommunll Full Name Sex Race { D.O.B Age Date of Fire □ate or Death oss CausHulti-Victl Fire Cause Smoke Detector Installed □rugs orAleoho Occupancy
Upper Ka Kameroff. M Native American 24 4/19/1975 4/19/1975 Asphyxial No Arson Not Installed No Residential, home
Anchorag Whitethor M Caucasian 23 2/5/1976 2/5/1976 Hemothor No Arson Nol Installed No Structural, Business
Anchoragi Hiratuska, F Other 8 12/7/1978 1277/1978 Carbon M No Arson Not Installed No Residential, home
Arcliorag Smith, Myi F Otber 20 1/25/1981 1/25/1981 Asphyx & No Arson Not Installed Yes Structural, Business
Northway Ervin. Leo M Native Anr 11/5/1959 22 4/10/1984 4/10/1984 Bums No Arson Undetermined Unknown Residential, home
Nome Pootoogoi F Native Am 1/12/1963 21 9/22/1984 9/22/1984 Asphyxiat Yes Arson Not Installed Yes Residential, home
Nome Olanna, D M Native Am 8/24/1974 10 9/22/1984 9/22/1984 Asphyxlat Yes Arson Not Installed Yes Residential, home
Fairbanks Silas, Sus F Native Am 7/15/1955 29 9/23/1984 10/12/1984 Burns No Arson Not Installed No Residential, home
Fairbanks Hansen, AM Caucasiar 9/23/1925 59 2/4/1985 2/5/1985 Bums No Arson Not Installed Yes Residential, home
Akiak Jackson, VM Native Arr 6/28/1970 17 6/28/19B7 6/28/1987 Bums No Arson Undetermined Yes Olher
Anchorage Smith, Jef M Caucasiar 5/4/1953 37 1/11/1991 1/11/1991 Asphyxiali Yea Arson Undetermined Yes Residential. IraHer
Anchoragi Dohnman, F Caucasian 5'9/1956 34 1/11/1991 1/11/1991 Asphyxiati Yea Arson Undetermined Yes Residential, trailer
Knik Area DeBeaulie M Native American 6 4/1'i/1996 4/'. 1/1996 Asphyxiati No Arson Not Installed No Residential, trailer
Anchoragi Alex, AJed M Native Am 4/9/1941 55 4/24/19961 4/24/1996 Asphyx. & No Arson Not Installed Yes Residential, home
Bear Cree Ferguson. M Caucasiar 9/19/1952 46 11/16/1998 11/16/1998 Asphyxiati No Arson Not Installed Undetermined Residential, home
Anchoragi Dubose, J M Black 3/22/1953 45 12/3/1998 12/3/1998 Bums No Arson Did not operate Yes Multi-dwelling structure
Anchoragi Robinson, F Black 1/14/1968 29 12/3/1998 12/7/1998 Bums No Arson Did not operate Yes Multkiwellinq structure
Oelta June Roil, Walti M Caucasiar 1/7/1920 79 3/21/1999 3/21/1999 Asphyxiati No Arson/Homicide Undetermined Yes Residential, home
Soldotna / Rlctrel, Dc F Caucasiar 1/1/1948 51 9/10/1999 9/10/1999 Asphyx & No Arson Undetermined Undetermined Residential, home
Kenai Adams, 0 M Caucasiar 10/11/1957 41 9/17/1999 9/17/1999 Bums No Arson/Suicide Operated Yes Residential, home
Wawock Wliriarrs. 1M 2/1/1997 3 6/10/2000 6/10/2QG0 Bums No Arson - Juvenile Not Installed Undetermined Residential, trailer
Wasilla Wellon, S M Caucasiar 11/12/1985 15 9/15/2GOO 9/15/2000 Asphyxia lijNo Arson Did not operate No Multi-dwelling structure ‘
North Pole Rainer, Vii F Caucasiar 7/16/1944 57 10/23/2000 10/23/2000 Asphyxiati) No Arson Did not operate |Undetermlned Residential, home
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Tricia Estores, In while, embraces her grandmother llaltlo Nichols outside dm homo In Iho Russian Jack neighborhood whero they escaped an eady-moming flro Monday. Two other people also escaped.

50 cents - _ Final EditiAnchorage Daily News
'Tuesday September 30*, 2003 v-i ;̂-.i,:- ' : •. a l  a s k a • s->.n e w s p a  pe  h- •1 -j - .v- ...v

ARSONS HIT NORTHEAST ANCHORAGE

impijj t̂r aru,mat n / vs n,|e vwty r»r*»Miles Vallejo, 15, a freshman at East High, salvaged smoke-damaged Family photographs from his homo Monday. Vallejo was awake when someone set tiro to tho houso. Ho woko tho other occupants In the house, nnd everyone escaped serious injury.

H o m e  d a m a g e d ,  b a t  n o  o n e  h u r t
S e v e r a l  f i r e  s t a t i o n s  a l s o  r e s p o n d  t o  s t r i n g  o f  v e h i c l e  b l a z e s

By TATABOLINE BRANT 
A n c h o rs *  Ooliy News

A house and nt least lour vehicles 
were set ablaze in n string of arsons 
Monday in northeast Anchorage.

The tires occurred between 0:15 
and 7:15 a.m. in the Mountain View 
and Russian Jack neighborhoods. Fire­
lighters came from as far away as DOIh 
Avenue, TTidor Road and Spenard to 
flght the back-to-back blazes.

A 15-year-old boy cut his thumb 
Willie trying to extinguish a (Ire that 
had been set at bis house while his 
family slept, but other than that, there 
u-cre no Injuries. The boy roused his 
family und everyone got out safely, but 
they lost a cat named Precious and 
their house was badly damaged.

Hattie Nichols, 71, said her great- 
grandson, MiJes Vallejo, Is a hero.

"Had It not been for him, we all 
would have died in the fire," she said.

In all, fires at about lialf a dozen lo­
cations were called in Monday morn­
ing, and there were other reports of 
two attempted arsons and an acciden­
tal carpet fire, Anchorage Police De­
partment spokesman Ron McGee said.

Police and fire officials were still try­
ing to piece together the details Mon­
day night. They did not yet know how 
many of the flies were related or what 
the motive for setting them might havo 
been. Total damages are estimated io 
be 5205,000, Anchorage Fire Depart­
ment spokesman Tom Kcmpton said 

McGee and Kcniplon said a witness 
saw a woman in the vicinity of one fire 
who was said to be holding a cylindrical 
object Uiat might have been a torch. Po­
lice want io ialk to the woman, who had 
dark hair, was about 5 feel 5 inches tall 
and weighed about 120 pouads. Anyone

See Back Page, FIRES
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(1986-Current)

Record I o f-1 

A n ch o rag e  D aily  News (Alt)

N o v e m b e r 17, 1 9 9 9

A R S O N  S U S P E C T E D  IN  W A SILLA  B LA ZE

A u th o r :  K a re n  A h o  
D aily  N ew s R e p o r te r  
S ta f f

E d it io n : F in a l 
S e c tio n : M e tro  
P age : B 2

E s t im a te d  p r in te d  p a g e s : 2 

A rtic le  T ex t:

A la s k a  S ta te  T ro o p e r s  a r e  in v e s t ig a t in g  a n  a r s o n  t h a t  g u t te d  a  t e a c h e r 's  h o u s e  in  W a s illa  e a r ly  T u e s d a y .

W illiam  S t e m s .  4 9 , w o k e  a b o u t  3 :4 5  a .m . to  a  th u d  o n  th e  p o rc h , f i re f ig h te r s  s a id .  H e fo u n d  th e  lo w er 
level o f  h is  W illow  R o ad  h o m e  i l lu m in a te d  b y  f la m e s  th r o u g h  th e  f ro n t  w in d o w s.

"1 d id  w h a t  a n y b o d y  w o u ld  d o  a t  t h a t  t im e , g ra b b e d  a  few  e s s e n t i a l s  a n d  b o lte d ,"  S te r n s  s a id .

H e d ia le d  9 1 1  o n  h is  p o r ta b le  p h o n e  a s  h e  r a n  o u t  th e  b a c k  d o o r  a n d  a r o u n d  th e  f r o n t  o f  h is  h o u s e  to  
m o v e  th e  t r u c k ,  w h ic h  w a s  a b o u t  10 fe e t fro m  th e  fla m e s .

T ro o p e rs  a r r iv e d  m in u te s  la c e r  a n d  p u t  o u t  m u c h  o f  th e  fire  w ith  p o r ta b le  e x t in g u i s h e r s ,  b u t  th e  f la m e s  
s p r e a d  th r o u g h  th e  w a ll a n d  u p  in to  th e  e a v e s  o f  th e  tw o -s to ry  f r a m e  h o u s e ,  C e n tr a l  M a t-S u  F ire  
D e p a r tm e n t  B a t ta l io n  C h ie f  M ic h a e l K e e n a n  s a id .

T ro o p e r s  c a l le d  th e  Fire a n  a r s o n  b u t  w o u ld  n o t  s a y  w h a t  w a s  u s e d  to  s t a r t  it, p e n d in g  a n  in v e s tig a tio n .

S te m s ,  w h o  h a s  t a u g h t  g o v e r n m e n t  a n d  p o litic s  a t  W a s illa  H ig h  S c h o o l fo r 15 y e a r s ,  s a id  h e  h a s  n o  
r e a s o n  to  b e lie v e  h e  w a s  th e  t a r g e t  o f  a  p e r s o n a l  a t t a c k .

"T h e re  h a s n ’t  b e e n  a n y  a g i ta te d  in te r a c t io n ,  a d v e r s e  re la t io n s  w ith  k id s ."  h e  s a id .  " T h e re 's  n o th in g  lik e

D a m a g e  w a s  e s t im a te d  a t  $ 5 0 ,0 0 0 .

"It c o u ld  b e  a  m is ta k e n  lo c a tio n ,"  t r o o p e r  S g t. D e n n is  P o n d e r  s a id . "O b v io u sly  s o m e o n e  in te n d e d  
s o m e o n e  h a rm ."

R e p o r te r  K a re n  A h o  c a n  b e  r e a c h e d  a t  k a h o @ a d n .c o m .

C o p y r ig h t (c) 1 9 9 9 , A n c h o ra g e  D a ily  N ew s 
R eco rd  N u m b e r : 5 5 3 0 2

Article Bookm arklO pcnU RL Com pUantl.AiirhoraL'i: Pally Ki:ws IAICI : AKSON SUSI'UCTICO IN WASH,!A HI-AZIC 
h ttp ://d o cs .n cw sb an k .co m /o p cn u rl?c tx _ v e r= z3 9 .8 8 -2 0 0 ‘l& rftJd= lnla :sld/lw .ncw sbank.com :A D N B
& rft_val_forniat=lnfo:ofl/fm t:kcv:m tx:ct.\8irft_dab=01'79>l7B5D 57C315B& svc_dat=lnloW ob;currciit& rai_dat=OFCOO EA2EnA 62E28

th a t .

1 of 1 1/21/2004 1:07 PM

http://infoweb.newsbank.com/iw-5e...k5OTc6!Vn%e2%80%99oxNDoxMzcuMjI5LjI0Ni4xNA&
mailto:kaho@adn.com
http://docs.ncwsbank.com/opcnurl?ctx_ver=z39.88-200%e2%80%98l&rftJd=lnla:sld/lw.ncwsbank.com:ADNB
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Anchorage EJlaily Mews (1986-Current)

R e c o rd  1 of -1 ^  FI I 1 'J  -1 • v’ '

A n ch o rag e  D aily  News (AK)

D e c e m b e r  9 , 1 9 9 8

G A S O L IN E  IG N IT E D  FA T A L  B LA ZE 
BEACHFRONT ARSON CLAIMS 2ND VICTIM

A u th o r :  D o n  H u n te r  
D a ily  N ew s R e p o r te r  
S ta f f

E d it io n :  F in a l 
S e c t io n :  N a tio n  
P ag e : A i

E s t im a te d  p r in te d  p a g e s : 2  

A rtic le  T ex t:

A s e c o n d  v ic tim  b u r n e d  in  th e  B e a c h f r o n t  A p a r tm e n ts  a r s o n  h a s  d ie d  in  a  S e a t t le  h o s p i ta l .  R e c o rd s  o f  
th e  m e d ic a l e x a m in e r  th e r e  s a y  th e  fire  s t a r t e d  w h e n  s o m e o n e  b ro k e  a  w in d o w , d u m p e d  g a s o l in e  in s id e  
a n d  li t  i t .

J a c q u e l in e  M. R o b in s o n , 3 0 , d ie d  a t  1 1 :3 4  p .m . M o n d a y  a t  H a rb o rv ie w  M ed ica l C e n te r  in  S e a t t le ,  a  
h o s p i ta l  s p o k e s m a n  s a id .  C o ro n e r 's  r e c o r d s  s a y  s h e  h a d  s u f fe re d  b u m s  o v e r  8 0  p e r c e n t  o f  h e r  b o d y  in  
th e  T h u r s d a y  m o rn in g  fire  a n d  d ie d  o f  c o m p lic a tio n s  fro m  h e r  in ju r ie s .

T h e  f i re 's  f i r s t  v ic tim  w a s  id e n tif ie d  T u e s d a y  b y  A n c h o ra g e  in v e s t ig a to r s  a s  4 5 -y e a r -o ld  J u l i u s  D u B o se . 
A u th o r i t ie s  h a d  d e c l in e d  to  n a m e  D u B o s e  u n t i l  d e n ta l  r e c o rd s  c o u ld  c o n f irm  h is  id e n ti ty .

T h e  a r s o n  a t  th e  E a s t  A n c h o ra g e  c o m p le x  d is p la c e d  s ix  fam ilie s , s o m e  3 0  p e o p le  in  a ll. S e v e ra l  r e s id e n t s  
s a id  a f t e r  th e  fire  t h a t  in v e s t ig a to r s  to ld  th e m  th e y  s u s p e c te d  a n  a p a r t m e n t  w a s  f ire b o m b e d . O n e  
d e s c r ib e d  h e a r in g  g la s s  b r e a k  a n d  s e e in g  a  f la s h  o f  lig h t o u ts id e  h is  u p s t a i r s  w in d o w  b e fo re  a n  e x p lo s io n  
s h o o k  t h e  b u i ld in g .

W itn e s s e s  s a id  R o b in s o n  r a n  fro m  A p a r tm e n t  2  in  f la m e s  a b o u t  4 :4 5  a .m . T h u r s d a y .  D u B o s e , s c r e a m in g , 
fell in s id e  th e  liv in g  ro o m . R e s id e n ts  o f  a n o th e r  g ro u n d -f lo o r  u n i t  th r e w  w a te r  o n  h im  a n d  tr ie d  to  p u ll  
h im  to  s a fe ty , b u t  in t e n s e  h e a t  fo rc e d  th e m  b a c k .

F ire  d e p a r tm e n t  s p o k e s w o m a n  K ay le  F o s te r  s a id  T u e s d a y  th e  fire  w a s  ig n ite d  in  a  b e d ro o m . S e v e ra l 
o th e r  p e o p le  w h o  w e re  in  th e  a p a r t m e n t  a t  th e  tim e  w e re  a b le  to  e s c a p e .

A n c h o ra g e  p o lic e  a n d  a r s o n  in v e s t ig a to r s  h a v e  re fu s e d  to  d is c u s s  h o w  th e  fire  w a s  s e t .  B u t  F o s te r ,  a f t e r  
h e a r in g  th e  K in g  C o u n ty , W a s h . , m e d ic a l e x a m in e r 's  a c c o u n t  o f  th e  f ire 's  o r ig in , s a id  s h e  c o u ld  c o n f irm  
it.

T h e  p o lic e  a n d  fire  d e p a r tm e n ts  a r e  c o l la b o ra t in g  o n  th e  in v e s tig a tio n , a n d  h a v e  a s k e d  a n y o n e  w ith  
in f o rm a tio n  a b o u t  th e  c r im e s  to  c a ll C rim e  S to p p e r s  o r  th e  a r s o n  h o t l in e . T h e  n u m b e r  fo r C rim e  
S to p p e r s  is  5 6 1 -7 8 6 7 . T h e  a r s o n  h o t l in e  is  2 6 7 -5 0 6 0 .

T h e  fire  w a s  th e  s e c o n d  a r s o n  a t  tire  B e a c h fro n t in  th e  la s t  s ix  w e e k s . O n  O c t. 2 5 , tw o  b o y s , a g e s  10  a n d
11. s e t  f ire  to  a  c a r  in  a  c a r p o r t  a n d  th e  b la z e  s p r e a d  to  tw o  o th e r  b u i ld in g s  in  th e  c o m p le x , le a v in g  18 
fa m ilie s  h o m e le s s . T h e  c h i ld r e n  w e re  c h a rg e d  w ith  a r s o n  a n d  ta k e n  to  M c L a u g h lin  Y o u th  C e n te r .

R e p o r te r  D o n  H u n te r  c a n  b e  r e a c h e d  a t  d h u n te r@ a d n .c o m .

I of 2 1/21/2004 1:06 PM
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B a r b a r a ,  to  c a ll 9 1 1 .

W h ile  s h e  w a s  o n  th e  p h o n e  w ith  p o lic e  d is p a tc h e r s ,  C la re n c e  C o p e la n d  s a w  th e  m a n  g r a b  a  c a n  o f 
g a s o l in e  o ff D u r l in g ’s  f r o n t  d e c k . H e s lo s h e d  th e  l iq u id  o n  th e  d e c k  a n d  l ig h te d  i t  o n  fire .

C o p e la n d  y e lle d  to  h is  w ife , w h o  re la y e d  th e  n e w s  to  d is p a tc h e r s .

"I s a id ,  'O h  m y  g o d , h e  l i t  t h e  h o u s e  o n  f i re .’ ” s h e  s a id .

T h e  m a n  th e n  r a n  b a c k  to  t h e  s t r e e t  a n d  s t a r t i n g  r u n n i n g  u p  a n d  d o w n  th e  g ra v e l  ro a d ,  s h e  sa id .

"H e w a s  y e llin g , 'I d id n 't  s e t  it . I d id n 't  s e t  i t , '  " s h e  s a id .

M e a n w h ile , f la m e s  w e re  s h o o t in g  u p  t h e  f r o n t  o f  th e  c e d a r - s id e d  h o m e , B a r b a r a  C o p e la n d  s a id .

T h e n  S a m e l  s t a r t e d  w a lk in g  u p  th e  C o p e la n d ’s  d riv ew a y .

C o p e la n d  to ld  h is  w ife  to  g e t  h i s  g u n .  S h e  g ra b b e d  th e  b ig g e s t  o n e  s h e  c o u ld  f in d  — a  .2 4 3  c a l ib e r  rifle  
w ith  a  sc o p e .

W h a t  s h e  d id n ’t  k n o w  w a s  t h a t  it w a s  u n lo a d e d .  H e r  h u s b a n d  re a l iz e d  t h a t  s o o n  a f te r  s h e  h a n d e d  i t  to  
h im , b u t  p r e te n d e d  i t  w a s  lo a d e d  a n y w a y .

H e p o in te d  th e  rif le  a t  S a m e l  a n d  to ld  h im  to  le a v e . S a m e l s lo w ly  s t a r t e d  b a c k in g  u p .

A b o u t  th e  t im e  h e  g o t  to  th e  e n d  o f  th e  d r iv e w a y , tw o  t r o o p e r s  ro lle d  u p  in  p a t r o l  c a r s ,  C la re n c e  
C o p e la n d  s a id .  T h e y  t r i e d  to  w re s t le  S a m e l  to  th e  g ro u n d , b u t  h e  fo u g h t  b a c k , a n d  th e y  h i t  h im  w ith  th e  
T a z e r , C o p e la n d  s a id .

T h a t  w a s  e n o u g h  to  g e t  h im  in to  h a n d c u f f s ,  b u t  e v e n  th e n  h e  k e p t  f ig h tin g , C ox  s a id . T h e y  w e re  s til l 
w re s t l in g  w ith  h im  w h e n  fire  c re w s  s h o w e d  u p , s a id  C e n tr a l  M a t-S u  F ire  C h ie f  J a c k  K rill.

F in a lly  th e  o ff ic e rs  g o t  S a m e l  in to  a  p a t ro l  c a r .  w h e re  h e  p ro c e e d e d  to  k ic k  o u t  th e  b a c k  p a s s e n g e r  s id e  
w in d o w , C ox s a id .  B ro k e n  g la s s  fro m  th e  w in d o w  la y  in  th e  d i tc h  n e x t  to  th e  r o a d  'W e d n e s d a y  e v e n in g .

D u r lin g , w h o  w a s  a t  w o rk  w h e n  a  n e ig h b o r  c a lle d  to  te ll h e r  t h a t  h e r  h o u s e  w a s  o n  fire , s a id  s h e  a r r iv e d  
s h o r t ly  a f t e r  S a m e l  w a s  a r r e s te d .

O ffice rs  a s k e d  h e r  to  lo o k  a t  h im  to  s e e  i f  s h e  re c o g n iz e d  h im . S h e  d id n 't .  B u t  w h a t  s h e  d id  s e e  s c a r e d  
h e r .

"H e j u s t  lo o k e d  a t  m e ,"  s h e  s a id .  " It w a s  re a lly  c re e p y . J u s t  h is  e y e s . Y ou c o u ld  te ll h e  w a s  on  
s o m e th in g ."

D u rlin g , w h o  h a s  liv ed  in  th e  n e ig h b o rh o o d  fo r  p a s t  n in e  y e a r s ,  h a d  n o  e x p la n a t io n  fo r th e  a t t a c k  o n  h e r  
h o m e . S h e  d o e s n 't  e v e n  o w n  c a t s ,  s h e  s a id ,  o n ly  a  s m a ll  " m u tt"  n a m e d  F ritz .

O ffice rs  w e re  a t  a  lo s s  a s  w e ll, a l t h o u g h  C o x  n o te d  tr o o p e r s  h a d  r e s p o n d e d  to  n u m e r o u s  s t r a n g e  c a lls  
W e d n e s d a y .

" I t’s  a  fu ll m o o n ,"  h e  s a id .  "1 c h e c k e d ."

R e p o r te r  S . J .  K o m m ii t s k y  c a n  b e  r e a c h e d  a t  s k o m a m its k y @ a d n .c o m  o r  3 5 2 -6 7 1 1 .

C o p y r ig h t (c) 2 0 0 1 , A n c h o ra g e  D a ily  N ew s 
R eco rd  N u m b e r : 2 7 1 5 5
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A n ch o rag e  D aily  News (AK)

J u n e  7 , 2 0 0 1

M a n  a t t a c k s  n e ig h b o r h o o d ,  s e t s  h o u s e  a b la z e  
N eighbor h o ld s  s u s p e c t a t  g u n p o in t u n ti l  tro o p e rs  arriv e

A u th o r :  S . J .  K o m a m its k y  
A n c h o ra g e  D a ily  N ew s 
S ta f f

E d it io n : F in a l  
S e c t io n :  N a tio n  
P age : A1

E s t im a te d  p r in te d  p a g e s : 3  

A rtic le  T ex t:

A m a n  w e a r in g  a  s in g le  s h o e  a n d  s h o u t in g  a b o u t  h is  p la n s  to  k ill c a t s  te r ro r iz e d  a  W a s i lla  a r e a  
n e ig h b o rh o o d  W e d n e s d a y , th ro w in g  ro c k s  a t  h o u s e s ,  t ip p in g  o v e r g a rb a g e  c a n s  a n d  s e t t in g  a  h o m e  o n  
Are.

T h e  s p r e e  e n d e d  o n ly  a f t e r  a  n e ig h b o r  p o in te d  a  rifle  a t  th e  m a n .

E v en  so . i t  to o k  tw o  o ffice rs  to  g e t  G o rd o n  E . S a m e l, 3 9 , o f  W a s illa  in to  c u s to d y ,  A la s k a  S ta t e  T ro o p e rs  
s a id . T h e y  h i t  h im  w ith  a  T a z e r, a  d e v ic e  t h a t  s h o o ts  a  n o n le th a l  j o l t  o f  e le c tr ic ity , a n d  h a d  to  w re s t le  h im  
to  th e  g r o u n d ,  s a id  S g t. R o b e r t C ox.

S a m e l, w h o  h a s  b e e n  a r r e s te d  s e v e ra l  t im e s  o v e r  th e  p a s t  2 0  y e a r s ,  w as  b e in g  h e ld  W e d n e s d a y  a t  
M a t-S u  P re -T r ia l F a c ility  in  P a lm e r. H e w a s  f i r s t  t a k e n  to  V alley  H o s p ita l  in  p a r t  b e c a u s e  h e  to ld  o ff ic e rs  
h e  h a d  to k e n  d ru g s ,  C o x  sa id . H e lik e ly  w ill fa ce  c h a rg e s  o f  a r s o n  a n d  r e s i s t in g  a r r e s t ,  C ox  s a id .

F ire  o ff ic ia ls  e s t im a te d  d a m a g e  to  a  tw o  s to ry  A -fra m e  o n  C a r ib o u  Ixrop n e a r  th e  in te r s e c t io n  o f  S e ld o n  
a n d  W a s i l la -F is h h o o k  r o a d s  a t  a b o u t  $ 6 0 ,0 0 0 .

S h ir le y  D u r lin g , w h o  liv es  a t  th e  h o m e  w ith  h e r  tw o  y o u n g  s o n s , s a id  W e d n e s d a y  e v e n in g  s h e  w a s  s t i l l  in  
s h o c k . T h e  d e c k  a n d  f ro n t  o f  h e r  h o m e  w ere  s c o rc h e d  b la c k , a n d  h e r  ro o f  w a s  p o c k e d  w ith  h o le s  w h e re  
f i re f ig h te r s  h a d  p u n c h e d  th r o u g h  to  g e t  to  th e  fla m e s .

" It 's  b e e n  a  re a lly  g o o d  n e ig h b o rh o o d ,"  D u rlin g  s a id . "I've n e v e r  w o rr ie d  a b o u t  m y  k id s  g o in g  o u t  to  p la y , 
o r  a n y th in g .  I t 's  j u s t  re a lly  w e ird ."

T h e  p ro b le m s  fo r th e  n e ig h b o rh o o d  — a  w o o d ed  r e s id e n t ia l  a r e a  a b o u t  th r e e  m ile s  n o r t h  o f  W a s i lla  — 
s t a r t e d  a b o u t  3  p .m . w h e n  S a m e l p o p p e d  o u t  o f  th e  tr e e s , r e s id e n t s  s a id .

H e w a s  w e a r in g  a  T -s h i r t ,  s w e a ts  a n d  a  s in g le  s a n d a l ,  s a id  C la re n c e  C o p e la n d , 5 5 , a n  e x -M a r in e  a n d  
t r u c k  d r iv e r  w h o  w a s  r a k in g  h is  y a r d  a t  th e  tim e .

"H e w a s  m u m b lin g  to  h im s e l f  a n d  h e  s a id  t h a t  h e  w a s  g o in g  to  k ill m y  c a t s ."  C o p e la n d  s a id . "I to ld  h im ,
'I d o n 't  h a v e  a n y  c a t s . ' "

H e th e n  s t a r t e d  w a lk in g  d o w n  th e  ro a d , b u t  n o t  b e fo re  t ip p in g  C o p e la n d 's  t r a s h  c a n s  o v er.

H e th e n  w e n t  n e x t  d o o r  to  D u r lin g 's  h o m e  a n d  s t a r t e d  th ro w in g  ro c k s  a t  it . C o p e la n d  to ld  h is  w ife,
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