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C O N F IR M A T IO N  C O M M IT T E E  R E P O R T

Action date:

In accordance with AS 39.05.080, the Judiciary Committee has reviewed the 
qualifications of the following Governor's appointee and recommends that this name be 
forwarded to a joint session for consideration:

J u d ic ia l  C o u nc il
Bill Gordon - Fairbanks 

Appointed: 05/18/2003 Term Expires: 3/01/2009

This does not reflect intent by any of the members to vote for or against this individual 
during any further sessions for the purposes of confirmation.
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Please return to the Chief Clerk's office.



A la s k a  State  L e g is la tu re

H ouse o f  Representatives State Capitol, Room 216 
Juneau, AK 99801-1182 
Phone: (907)465-3725 
Fax: (907) 465-5334

Official Business
O ffic e  o f  th e  C h ie f  C le rk

M EM O R A N D U M

Date: February 19, 2003

To: Representative McGuire, Chan-
Judiciary Committee

From: Suzi Lowell ^ 7
Chief Clerk

Subject: Governor's Appointments

Speaker Kott referred the following Governor's appointments to the Judiciary 
Committee:

Appointed: 05/18/2003 Term Expires: 05/18/2009

V iolent C rim es C om pensation  B oard
LeRoy Barker - Anchorage 

Appointed: 02/19/2003 Term Expires: 03/01/2005

Gerad G. Godfrey - Valdez 
Appointed: 02/19/2003 Teim Expires: 03/01/2004

The resumes and committee reports are attached for your use. 

Attachments as noted

Jud ic ia l Council
Bill Gordon - Fairbanks



Bill Gordon 
907-474-0303 

3205 Riverview Drive 
Fairbanks, Alaska 99709

BACKGROUND SUMMARY

Lifelong Alaskan with extensive background in public and private sectors

Have worked in responsible positions in Alaskan government and industry. Have extensive travel to nearly every 
city, town and village in Alaska and have conducted business activity in foreign countries. Have experience in both 
regulating industry and being regulated by government agencies. Have been involved in searching for and 
appointing top talent to state government.

EXPERIENCE

Utility Services of Alaska (a subsidiary of FSW Inc.) Fairbanks, Alaska 

Vice President and shareholder, since 1997

Operates 7 certificated water aud wastewater utilities in interior Alaska. Served on EPA funded Capacity 
Development initiatives for State compliance to the amendments to the Safe Drinking Water Act o f  1996.
Presently serves on the State and Federal Committee on Sustainability for Rural Alaskan Utilities

Campus Leasing Fairbanks, Alaska

Owner and operator 1978-1996

Managed a profitable Alaskan company’s real estate holdings and product sales in Alaska, Japan, Guam and 
Korea. Sold company in 1996.

State of Alaska Juneau, Alaska
Served Governor Jav Hammond in various positions including executive assistant (chief o f staff). 1974-1978

Responsible for the day-to-day operations o f the Governor’s offices including appointment to top state positions.

Chaired Western Governor’s Policy Council 1976-1977

Anchorage School District Anchorage. Alaska

High school teacher and coach 1970-1974

Civic Service
Acohol Beverage Control Board 1979-1982; Chairman 1980-1982 
Alaska Athletic Commission 1979-1980
Policy Review Committee; Fairbanks North Star Borough School District 1992-1995 
Discipline Task Force; Fairbanks North Star Borough School District 1994-1995 
Vocational Education Subcommittee; North Star Borough School District 1995 
Organized and served as Commissioner o f Region VI high school varsity baseball 1993-1996 
Volunteered, organized and chaired various political campaigns for local and statewide candidates

EDUCATION

Bachelor of Arts; University o f North Carolina-Chapel Hill, NC. Graduated 1969 
Graduate studies; University o f Alaska-Fairbanks

PERSONAL
Married, two children.
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Alaska Judicial Council 
1029 West ThirdAve.

Suite 201 
Anchorage, AK 99501 

907-279-2526 
fax: 907-276-5046

Updated:02J20/03

Judicial Council Duties

The Alaska Judicial Council is an independent 
citizen’s commission created by the Alaska 
Constitution. The Judicial Council has 
constitutional and statutory duties in three areas:

(1) to screen and nominate applicants for 
judicial vacancies for appointment by the 
governor (more);

(2) to evaluate the performance of judges and 
provide evaluation information and 
recommendations to voters (more); and

(3) to conduct research and publish reports 
to improve the administration of justice in Alaska 
(more).

Merit Selection

Alaska 's C on s titu tion  provides 
fo r  the  m e r it se lection o f 
ju d g e s . The Judicia l Council Is 
requ ired  to  screen ju d ic ia l 
app lican ts  based on th e ir  
a b ility  to  be fa ir  and 
com pe ten t Judges, ra th e r than 
th e ir  po litica l con tribu tions , 
p a rty  connections o r how well 
th e y  look on TV. Read 
A laska 's C ons titu tiona l 
C onvention  M inutes on m e rit 
se lection.

Judicial
Independence

The Judicia l Council supports 
the  ju d ic ia l Independence o f 
o u r ju d ic ia ry  to  p ro te c t the 
co n s titu tio n a l r ig h ts  of 
Alaskans. The Council also 
closely eva lua tes judges  to 
ensure th e ir  accountab ility  
m ore ).

Judicial Evaluations

The Judicia l Council co llects, 
and m akes ava ilab le  to  
vo te rs, m ore  In fo rm a tion  on 
how ju d g e s  are  do ing  than 
anyw here else in th e  w orld . 
O ver 8 ,500  A laskans were 
surveyed In 2002, Including 
a tto rneys, peace and 
p robation o ffice rs, ju ro rs , 
cou rt em ployees, and o thers . 
See the 2002 eva lua tions.

Membership

The Judicia l Council has seven 
m em bers. Three canno t be 
a tto rneys and are  appo in ted  
by the  g o ve rno r su b je c t to  
leg is la tive  co n firm a tio n .
Three are a tto rn e ys  
appointed by th e  Alaska Bar 
Association. The C h ie f Justice 
o f  Alaska's S uprem e C ourt Is 
the  Council's cha irperson 
(m o re ).

Highlights!

Alaska Links
 1— —

Palmer District Court 
Vacancy: Fourteen 
a tto rn e y s  have app lied to  
th e  A laska Jud ic ia l Council 
fo r  th e  Pa lm er D is tr ic t 
C ourt ju d g e s h ip : Robert J. 
C o llins, W illiam  Estelle, 
C harles T . H uguele t,
Karen L. Jennings,
W arren  G. Ke llicu t, 
Laurence Keyes, Tara N. 
Logsdon, J. Randall 
L u ffbe rry , M arga re t L. 
M urphy, V enn le  E. 
N em ecek, Joseph D. 
O 'C onne ll, Dennlse F. 
P rincipe, Verne R uprlgh t, 
and Je n n ife r W ells. 
In te rv ie w s  w ill be held In 
Pa lm er In ea rly  May.

Fairbanks Superior 
Court Judicial 
Vacancies: Eight 
a tto rn e ys  have app lied fo r 
th e  Fairbanks S upe rio r 
C ou rt ju d g e s h ip : Lori M. 
Bodw ell, D avid V. Burg lin , 
J. John Franlch, Patrick S. 
H am m ers, Je ffrey  
O’B ryan t, Randy M.
O lsen, Karla  T ay lo r- 
W elch, and C h ris tophe r E. 
Z im m e rm a n . In te rv !?w s 
w ith  these  app lican ts  are 
scheduled  to  be he ld  In 
Fairbanks in m id  March.

Fairbanks District 
Court Judicial Vacancy:
Six a tto rn e ys  have 
app lied  to  the  A laska 
Jud ic ia l C ouncil fo r  a 
pos ition  on th e  Fairbanks 
D is tr ic t C ourt. In te rv ie w s  
w ith  these  app lican ts  are 
scheduled to  be he ld  In 
Fairbanks In m id  March.

Drug Court Report
( In te r im  S ta tus  R eport o f 
th e  A laska C rim ina l 
Justice  C ounc il): (January 
2 0 0 2 ). R eport describ ing 
th e  progress m ade In 
ca rry in g  o u t the  C rim ina l 
Justice  Assessm ent 
C om m ission
recom m enda tions . Charts 
on e ffec tiveness and 
co s t/b e n e fits  o f d rug  
co u rts  can be found In

http://www.ajc.state.ak.us/ 2/26/2003
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Appendix C.

A Handbook for Victims 
of Crime in Alaska (A pril 
1998, rev ised  S ep tem ber 
20 0 1 ). B r ie f m anual 
a b o u t th e  crim ina l ju s tic e  
process and the v ic tim 's  
ro le , r ig h ts , and 
resources.

A Guide to 
Alaska Child 
in Need of 
Aid Cases
(Nov. 1999).
A Guide 
describ ing  how 

abused, neg lected, and 
runaw ay ch ild ren  are  
p ro tec ted  by the  S ta te  o f 
A laska. I t  a lso o ffe rs 
resources to  con tac t fo r 
m ore  In fo rm a tion .

Help Us 
Evaluate 

Judges
The Jud ic ia l Council urges 
c itizens to  su b m it 
com m en ts  a bou t how 
ju d g e s  are do ing . These 
com m en ts  help the 
C ouncil eva lua te  the 
pe rfo rm ance  o f  Judges 
and m ake
recom m enda tions to  the 
vo te rs  a b o u t w h e th e r 
ju d g e s  shou ld  be re ta ined  
In o ffice .

| Homo | In Anchorage: 279-2526 Toll Free In Alaska: 1-688-790-2526 Email lcohn@ajc.state.ak.us j
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