


Senator Fred D yson

SB 30
SPONSOR STATEMENT

"Ail A c t relating to information and sendees available to pregnant women and other 
persons; and ensuring informed consent before an abortion m ay be performed, except in  
cases o f  medical emergency. "

Since the early 1970’s, Alaskan physicians who perform or induce abortions arc required, in 
regulation, to inform patients “of the medical implications and the possible emotional and physical 
sequelae of the procedure” (12 A.A.C 40.070). SB 30 raises these regulations into statute, and 
standardizes the information presented to the patients by means of a website maintained by die 
Department of Health and Social Sendees. This website will list accurate, objective information that 
explains resources available to a pregnant woman that may assist her in making and implementing 
her own reproductive decisions. This bill will enable women to make healthy, educated choices 
regarding their own individual and private circumstances.
Considerable testimony has been received diat indicates that Alaskan women, on occasion, do not 
receive adequate information as they consider the alternative of abortion. These events are extremely 
damaging and must be prevented. Providing women with information that is “unbiased, objective, 
scientific” is necessary to their informed choice. This bill creates a website that is mandated to 
provide such information. Medical personnel who perform abortions are already required in 
regulation to explain possible consequences. This bill provides physicians with an optional tool that 
also provides legal coverage for fulfilling die informed consent requirements—which are already 
required. This tool will protect both women and doctors. The women will only view die website’s 
information if they request it; for doctors who currendy satisfy the informed consent requirements, 
dieir standards and protocols of communication with the patient will not be affected.

During Session (lanuary-May): Alaska Slale Capitol • luncau, Alaska 99801 • (800) 342-2199 • (907) 46S-2199 ♦ (907) 465-4587 TAX 
During Interim (lunc-Dcccmbcr): 10928 Eagle River Road • Eagle River. Alaska 99S77 • (907) 694-6683 • (907) 694-1015 FAX 

5cnator.Krcd.Dyson@Lcgls.statc.ak.us • mvw.akrcpubllcans.org

mailto:5cnator.Krcd.Dyson@Lcgls.statc.ak.us


S e n a t o r  F r e d  D y s o n

SB 30
SECTIONAL ANALYSIS (Version S)

"An Act relating to information and services available to pregnant women and other 
persons; and ensuring informed consent before an abortion may be performed, except in 
cases of medical emergency. "

Section 1 FINDINGS language describes die interests and intentions of die Legislature’s 
intervention in this issue. Interests include regulating medical practice, protecting the life and licaldi 
and choices of pregnant women, and clarifying a physician’s requirements to obtain inform consent, 
which will in turn, conserve legal and judicial resources.
Section 2 directs the Department of Health and Social Sendees to develop a website designed to 
assist a pregnant woman with her reproductive choices. This pamphlet will provide resources for 
women to use in order to make and implement these decisions. The material will include 
information specific to geographic region, adoption sendees, counseling, abortion, clinics, medical 
assistance benefits, requirements for doctors who performs abortions, die father’s liability, fetal 
development, and medical risks/rewards for each procedure option.
Section 3 adds that abortion may not be performed unless informed consent is obtained, as outlined 
in Section 4. This elevates 12 A.A.C. 40.070 to statute.
Section 4 adds civil liability* for a person who performs or induces an abortion without meeting the 
informed consent provisions. A doctor who prints the website’s information and distributes it to the 
pregnant woman is not liable under this section.
Section 5 states the terms of qualification for consent to an abortion to be informed and voluntary. 
Medical emergency, as defined in this section, bypasses the informed consent requirements. The 
pregnant woman or her parent/guardian/etc. will certify the requirements in writing as met. 
Voluntary informed means: at least 24 hours before the procedure, in an individual and private and 
confidential setting, the physician will provide information on the women’s individual circumstances 
including die physician’s name, gestational estimation of the pregnancy, and the nature and risks of 
the procedure and its alternatives, and the availability of the website’s information.
Section 6 adds to die current abortion reporting law. In preparing the report, the state registrar must 
require whcdier or nor the pregnant woman received the website’s information.
Section 6 provides severability of this legislation.

During Session (|anuaiy-May): Alaska Stale Capitol • luncau, Alaska 99801 • (800)342-2199 • (907)465-2199 ■ (907) 465-4587 tax  

During Interim (lunc-Dcccmbcr): 10928 Eagle River Road • Eagle River. Alaska 99577 • (907) 694-6683 • (907) 694-1015 tax 
Scnalor.Frcd.pyson@Lcgis.state.ak.us • vvww.akrepubllcans.org

mailto:Scnalor.Frcd.pyson@Lcgis.state.ak.us

