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T he H onorab le  P ete  K ott 
S p ea k e r of th e  H ou se  
A lask a  S ta te  L eg isla tu re  
S ta te  C apitol, R oom  208  
J u n e a u ,  AK 99801-1182,

D e a r  S p eak er Kott:

U n d er th e  a u th o r i ty  of a r t . Ill, sec. 18, of th e  A lask a  C o n s titu tio n , I am  
tra n sm ittin g  a  bill th a t  w ou ld  d isco n tin u e  th e  s ta te  s ta r t -u p  g ra n ts  for c h a r te r  
schoo ls . The s ta te  g ra n t  p ro g ram , im p lem en ted  in  FY 2002, a llo ca tes  $500  p er 
ADM for each  new  c h a r te r  school. T h is  fu n d in g  w as in te n d e d  to su p p le m e n t 
th e  federal s t a r t  u p  g ra n ts  for c h a r te r  schools.

The A lask a  D e p a rtm e n t of E d u ca tio n  a n d  E arly  D evelopm ent is  w orking 
c losely  w ith  U .S. D e p a rtm e n t of E d u ca tio n  to in c re a se  th e  level of s ta r t-u p  
g ra n ts  provided  by  th e  fed era l g overnm en t th erefo re  e lim in a tin g  th e  need  for 
th e  s ta te  su p p le m e n ta l g ra n t p ro g ram  beg inn ing  in  FY 2 0 0 5 . The s ta te  will 
a lloca te  to  a  n ew  c h a r te r  sch oo l $ 1 5 0 ,0 0 0  a  y e a r  for th e  firs t th ree  y ea rs  an d  
$ 4 5 ,0 0 0  in  th e  fo rth  y ea r for a  to ta l of $ 4 9 5 ,0 0 0  in  s ta r t  u p  fu n d s  over th e  four 
y e a r  period.

T his bill is  effective J u ly  1, 2 0 0 4 . The delayed  im p lem en ta tio n  will allow 
th e  s ta te  to  fulfill i ts  co m m itm en t of s ta rt-  ’r> g ra n ts  to  the  ex isting  c h a r te r  
schools. Any n ew  c h a r te r  schoo ls approved o p e ra te  in  FY 2 0 0 4  will be 
eligible for th e  fed era l g ra n t  fu n d s.

I u rge  y o u r  p ro m p t a n d  favorab le ac tio n  on  th is  m easu re .

S incerely,

■Frank H. M urkow ski 
G overnor
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