




HOUSE FINANCE BUDGET SUBCOMMITTEE 
DEPARTMENT OF ADMINISTRATION 

February 19, 2004

The House Finance Subcommittee has adopted the following FY05 
Budget for the Department o f Administration. The changes 
contained in this budget reflect changes to the House Committee 
Substitute bill. This budget contains $56,210,200 in General Funds, 
$1,076,300 in Federal Funds, and $143,042,800 in Other Funds.

There are reductions in the following areas:

> D iv is io n  o f  F in a n c e 1 0 %  GF 4 7 0 . 3

> L ab or R e la t io n s 1 0 %  GF 9 6 .1

> P u r c h a s in g F Y 03 le v e ls 1 8 .8

> R e t ir e m e n t  & B e n e f it s R e d u c e  T ra v e l 
a n d  C o m m o d it ie s 2 4 4 .0  (n o n -G F )

> G ro u p  H e a lth R e d u c e  T r a v e l 2 2 .2  (n o n -G F )

> L e a s e s G F b y  5 % 1 ,2 2 8 .2

> L e a s e  A d m in is tr a tio n FY 0 3  le v e ls 3 1 .9

> P u b lic  B r o a d c a s t in g G F b y  1 0 % 2 4 7 .0

r* S a te l l i t e  I n fr a s tr u c tu r e G F r e d u c t io n 1 ,1 8 2 .3

> O ffic e  o f  P u b lic  A d v o c a c y G F R e d u c t io n 5 0 .0

> P u b lic  D e f e n d e r I n c r e m e n t  R e d u c e d  5 0 % 4 0 5 .0

> V io le n t  C r im e s D e n y  I n c r e m e n t 1 5 0 .0

T o ta l GF R e d u c t io n s  3 ,8 7 9 .6

T o ta l n o n -G F  R e d u c t io n s  2 6 6 .2
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In  addition, there were Fund Switches in the following are?s:

>  M otor  V e h ic le s  -  GF S w itc h  to  R e c e ip t  S u p p o r te d  S e r v ic e s  -  3 ,3 2 6 .8

>  O ff ic e  o f  t h e  C o m m is s io n e r  -  GF S w itc h  t o  I n te r -A g e n c y  R e c e ip t s  -  2 3 2 .8

The Subcommittee strongly recommended that the Enterprise 
Technology Services Integration Plan be completed and implemented 
with all State Departments involved and aware of the specifics of the 
plan. The Subcommittee urged ETS to become streamlined as soon 
as possible and make an inventory of existing equipment throughout 
the State of Alaska.
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D epartm ent o f 
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D E P A R T M E N T  O F  C O M M U N IT Y  A N D  E C O N O M IC  D E V E L O P M E N T
S u b co m m ittee  R e c o m m e n d a tio n s

Enclosed are our recom m endations for reducing  G eneral Funds expenditures in the above 
described departm ent.

I . E xecu tive  A d m in is tra tio n  - (1,267.5)
This BRU contains:
A. C om m issioner’s O ffice (170.4)
B. A dm inistra tive Services (915.4)
C. O ffice o f  E conom ic D evelopm ent (181.7)

This B R U  has 12 .9%  o f  the total G eneral Funds w ith  the D CED  budget.

A. T h e  C o m m iss io n e r’s O ffice

The C om m issioner’s O ffice increase is due to the transfers in o f  a Secretary  from  
the D ivision o f  T rade (44.9) and a Special P ro ject C oord inato r from the D ivision o f  
Trade & D evelopm ent (82.5). The transfers in, reflect an appropriate  p lacem ent since the 
departm ental restructuring.

B. A d m in is tra tiv e  Serv ices

The A dm inistrative Services com ponent has 915 .4  in General Funds. This level o f  
funding is a reduction o f  11.3%  from 1,031.9 and is a reduction in General Funds o f  
J 16.5 from FY04.

W e recom m end fully  funding this com ponent at 915.4 as per the G overnor’s 
proposed FY 05 appropriation. Further reductions in th is area could begin to im pact the 
support function o f  the o ther com ponents. Six (6) positions are to be elim inated and 
staffing levels are reduced from 37 to 31 full-tim e positions. Funding w as reduced 11.3% , 
causing s ta ff  to be reduced by 16.2%. Further reductions in this area will im pact 
efficiency in support sendee? and further reductions are not recom m ended.

The 11.3% cut in FY  05 is healthy. W e recom m end GF funding at the proposed 
915.4. The final com ponent w ithin this BRU is the new ly  created  O ffice o f  Econom ic 
D evelopm ent.

C . O ffice o f  E conom ic  D evelopm en t

The G F requirem ent is to fund tw o (2) positions, transferred in from
C om m unity  A dvocacy. These positions are:

A. Special Project M anager (105.8)
B. Econom ist (85.3)



There is a d iscrepancy  betw een 181.7 and 187.1. This could be a “ transposition” 
error in w hich this com ponent took a 5.4 cut. T hese positions support econom ic activ ities 
and could be funded from  B usiness License R eceip ts generated through D CED activ ities.

W e recom m end n o t funding these positions w ith  General Funds and funding 
these positions w ith excess B usiness L icense R eceipts. The departm ent already has 
B usiness License R eceipt authority  o f  746.3. W e recom m end replacing the SI 81.7 in 
G eneral Funds for these positions w ith B usiness L icense.

The A laska Film  C om m ission w as defunded in prev ious years. This activ ity  has 
not only generated revenues in the past, bu t spurs in terest in tourism  activities throughout 
A laska. W e recom m end using  175.0 in B usiness L icense Receipts for prom otion o f  film s 
in Alaska. This will restore a vital and valuable com ponent o f  Slate G overnm ent. This 
funding is placed in the O ffice o f  Econom ic D evelopm ent as follows:

A. P ro ject D irector 75.0
B. A dm inistration A ssistant 50.0
C. C ontractual (M arketing) 50.0

T o ta l 175.0

A dditionally, this com ponent receives 196.8 in funding from the CFRLF. W e 
recom m end transferring these funds to C om m ercial F isheries to support Fish and G am e 
activities and replacing this funding will B usiness L icense Receipts funding. This will 
require a total appropriation o f  S I ,299.8 from B usiness L icense R eceipts w ith in  this 
BRU. This seem s to be an appropriate funding shift.

I I . C o m m u n ity  A ssistan ce  a n d  E conom ic  D ev e lo p m en t (3,740.3)
This BRU contains:
A. C om m unity  A dvocacy (3,740.3)
B. T rade and D evelopm ent (0)
C. C om m unity  and Business D evelopm ent (0)
D. International T rade and M arketing (0)

This BRU has 3 8 .3 %  o f  the total G eneral Funds w ith in  the DCED Budget.

A. T h e  O ffice  o f C o m m u n ity  A dvocacy

The O ffice o f  C om m unity  o f  A dvocacy had taken a proposed reduction in General
Funds from 4,047.0  to 3,740.3. This 7.6%  (306.7) reduction is in the form of:

I. T ra n s fe rs  O u t (181.7) (to O ffice o f  Econom ic Developm ent)
A. Special Project M anager (101.8)
B. Econom ist (85.3)

These positions are now  housed in the new ly  created  "O ffice ol Econom ic 
D evelopm ent.” W e agree with the reallocation o f  this m oney to that new division. O ur 
recom m endation is to concur with the transfers ou t and ch an g e  the fu n d in g  so u rce  from 
General Funds to B usiness License Receipts.



T his division is not m anagem ent heavy, and is com prised o f  w orkers, perform ing  
statutory m andated functions. R eductions in G eneral Funds in this area w ould cause a 
reduction in sendees. W e recom m end n o  G eneral Fund reductions in this area.

2. A la s k a  L e g a l S e r v ic e s  (1 2 5 .0 )

W e concur w ith the G overnor’s recom m ended reduction. W e too recom m end 
deletion o f  the A laska  Legal Services G rant in the am ount o f  125.0 in G eneral Funds. 
The D epartm ent o f  C om m unity  A dvocacy  is not tak ing  any actual reductions in funding 
or s ta ff positions in the G overnor’s proposed  budget. The reallocation o f  funds and 
positions seem s reasonable  and appropriate  and w e recom m end the H ouse accept the 
G overnor’s proposals.

B . T r a d e  a n d  D e v e lo p m e n t

The o ther com ponent w ithin this B R U  is T rade and D evelopm ent. These 
positions, and funding, have been transferred  to the G overnor’s Office. W e concur w ith 
this transfer and feel it appropriate to have  this function transferred out. W e recom m end 
no reductions in this G F area.

III . Q u a lif ie d  T r a d e  A s s o c ia t io n  C o n tr a c t  (4 ,0 0 5 .1 )

This B R U  is a “p laceholder” for funding o f  the Q TA  contract w ith A laska Travel 
Industry A ssociation  (A TIA ). A TIA  is a non-profit, private organization that prom otes 
m arketing o f  A laska tourism . This organization is a m erger o f  A laska V isito r’s 
A ssociation (A V A ), the A laska T ourism  M arketing  Council (A TM C) and the A laska 
Division o f  Tourism . In 2000, this new  en tity  w as form ed to effectively  m arket A laska 
tourism .

A T IA  received S4,000,000 in stale  G F funds to m atch $6,000,000 in private 
funds. The source o f  p rivate  funds are as follows:

1. C ooperative M arketing $2,600,000 (26% )
2. V olun tary  C ruise Line C ontributions $1,900,000 (19% )
3. D om estic  M arketing  O rganizations $600,000 (6%)
4. M em bersh ip  Dues $900,000 (9%)

Total Private Funds S6,000.000 (60% )
General Funds + S4,000,000 (40% )

T o ta l B u d g e t  $ 1 0 ,0 0 0 ,0 0 0  (1 0 0 % )

The $4 m illion A laska spends on tourism  ranks us 36th am ong the 50 slates. Haw aii is 
num ber one and spends S56 m illion/year prom oting tourism .



This $10,000 ,000  Budget is not an adequate funding level to p rom ote A laska m arketing. 
SB 254 and a H ouse com panion bill propose to create an A laska Seafood M arketing  
Institu te m odel to allow  ATIA to assess the tourism  industry 2%  from  tourism  revenues. 
This 2%  cost is passed on to the users and will generate $18 ,000,000 in  receip ts.

A T IA  feels they will only need  G F funding for FY05 and can elim inate 
$4 ,000 ,000  in GF by FY 06, if  legislation passes th is session. F o r FY 05, w e recom m end 
rep lacing  $1 m illion in G F  with $1 m illion  in FY 04 B usiness L icense R eceip ts revenues 
that w ill lapse at the end o f  FY 04. C urren tly , B usiness License R eceip t A u thority  w ithin 
the D C ED  is as follows:

Prepared by  
Jam es F. D ieringer, III
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H o u se  F in a n c e  S u b c o m m it te e  o n  C o r r e c t io n s  
N a r r a t iv e  

F Y 0 5  B u d g e t  T r a n s m it ta l

T he H ouse F inance Subcom m ittee on C orrections is m aking  the fo llow ing budget 
recom m endations to the full H ouse F inance C om m ittee. T hese recom m endations are a 
result o f  subcom m ittee  m eetings and discussions w ith m anagem ent personnel o f  the 
D epartm ent o f  C orrections.

T he recom m endations are as follows:

Separate R D U ’s for the Office o f  the C om m issioner, A dm inistra tion /Support, Inm ate 
Services, Inm ate H ealth  Care, Institutional Facilities, Existing  CR C Facilities, O ut-of- 
S tate C ontractual, P robation  and Parole, and the Parole Board. This m tals nine R D U ’s. 
The result will be increased accountability  and w ill m itigate  past p ractices w hich  resulted 
in sign ificant budget shifting.

R eplace A FIFC /A SC L dividend w ith GF. A H FC /A SL C  m oney  w as orig inally  used to 
supplant G F giving the appearance o f  a G F reduction , w hen in fact there w as an 
approxim ate  $600,000 increase.

D elete 3 positions in  Inform ation T echnology. IT grew  w ith OTIS developm ent, but has 
not been reduced  as the project m atured. The reduction  equals 3 x average em ployee 
cost, exclud ing  the D P M anager.

D elete 5 positions in the C om m issioner’s O ffice. This will lim it the C om m issioner’s 
Executive Personnel to the C om m issioner, a D eputy  C om m issioner, a Project 
C oordinator, a Secretary, and an A uditor w hile  elim inating  duplicate and new ly created 
positions. F our additional positions are tasked to C om m issioner’s office but funded from 
other R D U ’s.

D elete gratu ities in A rizona Facility. T he p rio r departm ent adm inistrators m ade a 
decision to  pay  g ratu ities to inm ates w orking for the benefit o f  a private contractor. This 
adjustm ent e lim inates all state funded gratuities in the p rv a te  facility consisten t w ith 
w hat will be term s o f  new  contract(s).

D elete 'A o f  in-state  inm ate gratuities, excluding correctional industries. T his w ill reduce 
gratuities to inm ates for perform ing services to a little less than actual am ounts expended 
in the past tw o years. The reduction does not touch correctional industries com pensation.

D elete 10 C O  IV positions. 4 positions w ere created by title change (no cost savings) o f  
A ssistant S uperin tendents intended to be elim inated by AO 207, resulting  in preservation 
o f  positions. 2 o f  these positions w ere vacant. The o ther 6 positions w ere elim inated as a 
cost efficiency  reduction o f  executive staff. O ne o f  these positions w as vacant. This



adjustm ent is consistent w ith the in ten t o f  A O  207 to reduce adm inistration in 
correctional facilities w ithout com prom ising  front-line corrections officer staffing.

D elete 3 A ssistant Superintendent Positions. This com pletes the im plem entation o f  A O  
207 elim inating  m ost A ssistant Superin tendent positions. 2 o f  these positions are vacant.

R educe travel to FY03 actual and D elete A dm in  Clerk III in the Institu tion D irectors 
O ffice. The travel reduction is a necessary  general efficiency. The elim ination  o f  the 
A dm in C lerk  III is a cost efficiency reduction  o f  adm inistrative staff.

D elete 8 positions established for T ransition  and R e-Entry program  w hich  w as never 
initiated. These positions w ere established for the A TR A C  program  that w as never 
initiated.

R educe A cadem y to FY 04 authorized and FY 03 actual levels. This w as a  necessary  
general cost efficiency. The funding w as not available for expanded train ing program s, 
especially  considering the departm en t’s low er anticipated enrollm ents.

R educe professional services in the O ffice o f  the Com m issioner. This will reduce 
consulting  contracts in the C om m issioner’s O ffice for one tim e audit and p lanning 
sendees com pleted in the last year.

U nallocated reduction to Probation and Parole RD U  reducing GF spending  back to FY  04 
M anagem ent P lan Level. This is a necessary  general efficiency  requesting P robation and 
Parole to hold their GF spending level to FY  04 M anagem ent P lan, g iv ing the departm ent 
the greatest possib le latitude in achieving those results.

R eplace M H TA A R  funding w ith G F for Jail A lternative Sendees, W om en’s R esidential 
Substance A buse Treatm ent Program , and the M en’s R esidential Substance A buse 
T reatm ent Program . This continues the S la te ’s negotiated com m itm ent to transition 
M H TA A R  funded program s to GF. T his is the second year o f  three in the transition.
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Early Development
Subcomm ittee Report FY 05 February 20 , 2004

H o u s e  F i n a n c e  B u d g e t  S u b c o m m i t t e e  o n  E d u c a t i o n  &

The House Finance Budget Subcommittee on Education and Early 
Development has adopted a total budget for FY05 of $955,138,600. This 
includes general funds of $753,730,000, federal funds of $171,652,800, 
and other funds of $29,755,800.

D e p a r t m e n t  o f  E d u c a t i o n  &  E a r l y  D e v e l o p m e n t  
H o u s e  B u d g e t  S u b c o m m i t t e e  F Y 0 5  H ig h l i g h t s

■ Increment of $8,000,000 general fund for education grants to 
school districts.

S u b c o m m i t t e e  I s s u e s  o f  C o n c e r n :

The subcommittee deliberated many items of the department’s budget, 
even if changes were not made to those areas. Issues that concerned the 
subcommittee members were:

■ Decline in Foundation Funding Formula dollars due to decreased 
enrollment

* School District responsibility of deficit in PERS/TRS accounts
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To: Representative John Harris
Co-Chair, H ouse Finance Committee

From: Representative Bill Williams
Chair, D EC Budget Subcommittee

Re: DEC Budget Close out
Date: February 23, 2004

Per your request, the Departm ent o f  Environmental Conservation sub-committee used the 
FY'05 House Finance committee substitute bill when determining appropriation levels.
Our sub-committee found general fund efficiencies for the FY'05 budget year and reduced 
general fond spending by $111,400. The subcommittee reviewed the following motions 
and adopted them at our close out meeting on February 19, 2004.

D epartm en ta l B udget S tru c tu re

Per the request o f  the department, the Environmental Health and the Air and W ater 
Quality appropriations w ere collapsed into one appropriation called Environmental 
Quality. Several internal transfers were also accepted for the beginning stages o f  a 
reorganization o f the w ater programs.

D ecrem ents and  Increm en ts

In the Office o f the  C om m issioner section, a general fund decrement o f $1,200 for travel 
was accepted.

In the In fo rm ation  and  A dm in istra tive  Services section, a general fond decrement o f 
$1,100 for travel was accepted.

In the E nv ironm enta l H ealth  D irecto r section, a general fund decrement o f  $400 for 
travel was accepted.

In the Food Safety and  S an ita tion  section, a fond source switch o f  $56,000 from general 
funds to receipt supported services was accepted.
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In addition, a fund source switch o f  $184,300 from Commercial Fishing Loan Fund to 
general funds was accepted.

In the  L a b o r a t o r y  S e rv ic e s  s e c t io n ,  a general fund decrement o f  $5,100 for travel was 
accepted.

In the  D r in k in g  W a t e r  s e c t io n ,  a general fund decrement o f  $45,900 was accepted to 
begin the phase-out o f  the Drinking W ater Class C program.

In the S o lid  W a s te  M a n a g e m e n t  s e c t io n ,  a general fund decrement o f  $75,000 was 
accepted to  begin the phase-out o f  the Solid W aste Class 3 program.

In the  A i r  a n d  W a t e r  D i r e c t o r  s e c t io n ,  a  general fund decrement o f  $1,700 for travel 
w as accepted.

In the A i r  Q u a l i t y  s e c t io n , a general fund decrement o f $4,300 for travel was accepted.

In addition, at the request o f the department, the subcommittee denied a $300,000 
increment o f  Statutory Designated Program receipts for the vehicle inspection and 
maintenance program.

In the W a t e r  Q u a l i t y  s e c t io n ,  a general fund increment o f  $200,000 for the “Raindrops 
to Ocean” program was accepted.

In the F a c i l i t ie s  C o n s t r u c t io n  a n d  O p e r a t io n s  s e c t io n ,  a general fund decrement o f  
$5,000 for travel was accepted.

I f  you have any questions, please contact James Armstrong in my office at 6875.

cc: Representative Kohring
Representative Lynn 
Representative Wolf 
Representative Gutlenbcrg 
Representative Kcrtlula 
Danith Watts, Legislative Finance Division 
Melanie Lcsh, Department of Environmental Conservation
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D E P A R T M E N T  O F  F I S H  A N D  G A M E  

S u b - C o m m it te e  R e c o m m e n d a t io n s

FY04 FY05 G overnor's Com m ittee R ecom m endation

A ppropriation GF Total GF Total GF Total Cham

Commercial F isheries 24,122.8 47,376.6 23,086.3 48,364.2 22,224.1 49,563.3 +1,199.1

Sport F isheries 265.9 35,469.7 265.9 38,454.4 265.9 38,654.4 + 200.0

Wildlife C onservation 0 29,588.3 0 31,059.6 0 31,059.6 0

Admin. & Support 2,698.9 17,347.2 2,782.7 17,633.2 3,613.2 17,633.2 0

Commercial Fish Entry 0 2,755.7 0 2,759.7 0 2,759.7 0

Total 27,087.6 132,537.5 26,134.9 138,271.1 26,103.2 139,670.2 +1,399.1

We make the following recommendations to the G overnor’s FY05 Operating Budget:

I .  C o m m e r c ia l  F is h e r ie s

The Governor has proposed a S987.6 overall increase to the Commercial Fisheries 
Budget for A L L  Funds. Despite an overall increase, the Governor has proposed a 
decrease in General Funds in the amount o f (965.0).

We recommend replacing General Funds with investment income derived from the 
Commercial Fisheries Revolving Loan Fund (CFRLF). We also recommend a transfer in 
funds in the amount o f  915.0,196.8 and 184.4 from the CFRLF to replace General Funds 
in this BRU.

In addition, we recommend restoring General Fund cuts in the following:

FY04 G ov's FY05 C hange
Central Region

Minor Repairs for SONAR 160.0 75.0 100.0 +25.0
Contractual

Supplies
For M easuring and 87.9 35.0 60.0 +25.0

Sam pling Equipm ent



T o ta l G F  Increm en t + 50.0

This will keep the Cresant River SONAR Project in Cook Inlet from being eliminated 
due to General Fund reductions. W e support funding for the Cook Inlet SONAR Project 
and restoring the proposed decrem ent to the Commercial Fisheries appropriation.

I I .  A Y K  F is h e r ie s  M a n a g e m e n t

We recommend No General Fund reductions within the AYK Region. This region has 
been overlooked in the past. Salmon stocks and Plarvest Data has depleted, and needs 
support along the Yukon River.

W e recommend an increment in Inter-Agency Receipts by 200.0 to offset pressure on 
General Funds expenditures within this region. Certain monitoring projects within this 
region are designed to enhance not only Commercial Fisheries, but to benefit the Sport 
Fish “Anglers.”

We recommend the following:

FY04 Gov's FY05 C hange
Inter-Agency R eceipts 

(Fish and Game Funds) 0 0 200.0 200.0

Test F isheries R eceipts 34.7 35.2 35.2 0

CFRLF 0 0 196.8 196.8

CFRLF 0 0 184.4 184.4

1. Increasing the Fish and Game Fund Authority in Sport Fisheries by S200,000
2. Decrease total Test Fisheries Authority to 52,500,000 (from $2,847,100 in 

G overnor’s budget),
3. Transfer CFRLF Funds from the Department o f  Community and Economic 

Development and Department o f  Environmental Conservation to Commercial 
Fisheries (381.2).

This fund shift will replace proposed General Fund cuts and will increase the allocation 
by 581.2.

The subcommittee would like the funding in the AYK region to be earmarked as 
follows:

1.Upgrade operations and maintenance to Pilot Station SONAR 
Equipment 200.0



2. Install (2) new DIDSON SONAR Units in the Tanana and Porcupine 
Rivers 196.8

3. Provide operating funds to expand monitoring and research projects in
the Upper Yukon and Tanana River 184.4

This area needs support and this shift in funding will not create a burden on General 
Funds for development o f  Fisheries within the AYK Region.

I I I .  A d m in is t r a t i o n  a n d  S u p p o r t

The Governor proposes General Fund increases in the amount o f  SI 33.8 in the 
A dministrative Services Component. W e concur with this General Fund increase. We 
recom mend funding as follows:

FY04 Gov's FY05 Change
Admin. Services 988.8 1122.6 1122.6 0

Board of Fish and Game 523.8 473.8 473.8 0

S ubsistence 233.9 233.9 1064.4 +830.5

We concur with the General Fund reduction to the Board o f  Fish and Game in the amount 
o f  (5 0 .0 ) . Additionally, we recommend reducing all 8 3 0 .5  o f  CFRLF within the State 
Subsistence Component with general funds.

FY04 Gov’s FY05
General Fund 233.9 233.9 1064.4

CFRLF 800.0 830.5 0
Other Funds 3274.7 3363.1 3363.1

Total 4308.6 4427.5 4427.5

W e recommend transferring S30.5 in CFRLF Revenue from State Subsistence to 
Commercial Fisheries. This will be replaced by 1064.4 in General Funds. All CFRLF 
revenues will now be in the Commercial Fisheries BRU. Subsistence will be funded with 
830.5 and 233.9 for a total o f  1064.4. This is a (0) Net reduction in the G overnor's 
proposed level o f  233.9 in General Funds.

Su m m ary

Competition for both quality and quantity for Seafood, on a Global Basis, is at an 
all-time high. The Commercial Fisheries BRU is, and has been, a revenue producer for 
the Department and the State o f  Alaska. This area needs reinforcement. These shifts in 
funding will help acco nplish this and will support Commercial Fisheries for FY05.



Prepared by 
James F. Dieringer, III
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H O U S E  F I N A N C E  S U B C O M M I T T E E  O N  T H E  

O F F I C E  O F  T H E  G O V E R N O R

The H ouse Finance Subcomm ittee on the Office o f  the Governor recommends adopting 
the FY 05 budget recom mendations as submitted by the Administration.

Federal Receipts 154.8
General Fund 17,924.4
GF Program Receipts 4.9
I/A Receipts 90.7
CIP Receipts 181.8

T otal Agency B udget 18,356.6
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Department of Health & Social Services
State Capitol, Room 434; Phone 907-465-4949

H O U S E  F I N A N C E  S U B C O M M I T T E E

M e m o ra n d u m

R^p. M ike H aw ker 
C hairm an 
Room  434 
465-4949

Rep. John  Coghill 
Room  204 
465-3719

Rep. D an O gg 
Room  409 
465-2487

Rep. Peggy W ilson 
Room  104 
465-3824

Rep. Brucc Wcyhrauch 
Room  102 
465-3744

Rep. Reggie Joule 
Room  405 
465-4833

Rep. Sharon C issna 
Room 420 
465-3875

To: House Finance Committee
From: Representative Mike Hawker
Re: FY '05 Budget Narrative for

Dept, of Health and Social Services 
Date: February 17, 2004

The House Finance Subcommittee on the Department of Health and 
Social Services (DHSS) submits the following FY ’05 budget 
recommendations to the full Finance Committee for its further 
consideration:

Attached is a financial abstract and point-by-point narrative of the 
subcommittee's recommended budget detailing the differences between 
the Governor’s amended to the House Subcommittee version. Also 
attached are supporting documents including intent language, details of 
the Governor's adjustments, Transaction Comparisons, Agency Totals, 
and Component Summaries detailing the Subcommittee's 
recommendations.

The Governor's amended budget requested a single appropriation for the 
entire department. The subcommittee respectfully chose to maintain the 
existing ten-division RDU structure.

The original budget request asked for approximately $65 million in 
increased general fund spending, but included an equal S65 million in 
general fund reductions. The reductions were characterized as either 
refinancing existing activities largely with federal money, improving 
efficiencies or as cost containment m easures. The distinction between 
efficiencies and cost containment is a bit blurred as all essentially 
involved constraining existing programs.

The $65 million in increased general fund spending consisted of 
approximately 535 million in formula Medicaid growth, 520 million m other 
Medicaid increases arising mostly from federal rate changes and 510 
million other caseload and front-line services increases.

C O M M IT T E E
M EM B ER S



The offsetting $65 million in refinancing and cuts were spread throughout the budget. In aggregate, the 
proposals were somewhat aggressive, both in scope and in probability of successful implementation. The 
subcommittee endorses the spirit of cost m anagement reflected in the proposals, but recognized a need to 
temper som e of the more aggressive efforts. Accordingly the committee judiciously restored $5.6 million in 
proposed cost reductions. These are detailed in the attached narrative. Both department and Mental 
Health Trust personnel largely concurred with these decisions, agreeing that the effected proposals might 
be too much too fast or had a low probability of achievement.

The department's proposed constraint of many programs in order to fund the growth of Medicaid raised 
concern with the committee and members of the social services community. There are legitimate and 
serious concerns that anticipated Medicaid growth cannot continue to be funded through refinancing and 
compromising other department activities. Also, the department's expressed commitment to refinancing 
general fund activities with Medicaid leveraged federal dollars is legitimate and proper, but does expose the 
budget to increased funding risk should the federal government resist increased cost shifting to federal 
Medicaid funding.

The committee was concerned that both the formula growth in and increased reliance on Medicaid is not 
sustainable in the long term. However, the department is not specifically addressing this issue.
Discussions with the department, both this year and last year, demonstrate that the department lacks the 
dedicated resources to project and a sse ss  future Medicaid and other program growth and to undertake a 
strategic effort to control that growth and to plan how to pay for the growth that cannot be mitigated. 
Accordingly, the subcommittee budget includes a new RDU for Assessm ent and Planning. Assessment 
and Planning was funded with $500,000 split equally between general funds and available matching federal 
Medicaid administration money.

As part of this effort, the department was asked to defer their requested $35 million increase in Medicaid 
formula spending and include efforts to reduce that growth in the Assessm ent and Planning project. The 
A ssessm ent and Planning project and the requested attention to controlling Medicaid cost growth are 
intended to clearly establish legislative policy direction. The department will commence to identify and take 
action necessary to anticipate and control this escalating cost. Unrestrained growth in Medicaid and similar 
entitlement programs is not an acceptable management practice.

The following intent language was included in the budget for this initiative.

"It is the intent of the legislature that the Assessm ent and Planning funding is specifically provided 
to identify and implement actions and regulatory changes necessary to achieve Medicaid and 
related program growth cost containment requested in this budget with the least possible effect on 
the most vulnerable beneficiaries. The Department is to dedicate necessary resources to analyze 
and project future entitlement growth of Medicaid and related program spending and to identify 
alternatives to mitigate or stop increases. A progress report is to be provided to the legislature 
prior to the beginning of the 2005 session and will include a rationalization for any supplemental 
budget request expected to be m ade as a result of failure to achieve Medicaid growth cost 
containment requested in this budget."

The subcommittee approves other intent and purpose language in the attached Wordage Report. This 
language is consistent with prior years adding provisions for Assessment and Planning, prohibiting use of 
fee agents within 50 road miles of public assistance offices and requiring the department to address 
escalating costs of personal care attendant services.
The cost of personal care attendant services has escalated in four years from approximately 58 million per 
year to over $50 million per year. Wh'le it is important to avoid the loss of home care provider services that 
result in increased institutional facility costs, the aggregate cost of this program must be assessed  and 
controlled.



The Subcommittee's goal is to provide a responsible department budget consistent with controlling the cost

• and growth of government while protecting the well being of all Alaskans, promoting and protecting the 
health and safety of the most vulnerable Alaskans, especially children whose families are unable or 
unwilling to help them and disabled and e'derly adults whose personal or family resources are insufficient 
to m eet their basic needs and assisting and positively motivating those Alaskans able to achieve and 
maintain self sufficiency. The proposed FY 05 subcommittee budget is consistent with these objectives.

Representative Mike Hawker
House Finance Budget Subcommittee Chairman
Department of Health and Social Services



D e p a r tm e n t  o f  H e a l t h  &  S o c ia l  S e rv ic e s

F Y  0 5  O p e r a t in g  B u d g e t  -  S u b c o m m it te e  R e c o m m e n d a t io n s ,  p o in t  b y  p o in t

The subcomm ittee responded to the highest priority concerns with the Governor’s budget 
in approving the funding in the Office o f  Children’s Services to address the inadequacies 
highlighted in the recently completed federal Child and Family Services Review and to 
implement the office’s federally approved Program Improvem ent Plan. An investment o f 
$664.1 in General Funds will leverage $1,528.7 in Federal Funds, combined these funds 
will support front line social workers in four regions: Anchorage, Northern, Southcentral 
and Southeastern and will assist in dropping caseloads from 24 to 21 per worker. This 
funding will also support Independent Living Specialists to aid the transition for youth 
who “age out” o f  the foster care system.

The subcomm ittee commends the G overnor’s proposed D epartm ent o f  Health and Social 
Services FY 05 Operating Budget with regards to im plem enting efficiency, refinancing 
and cost containment measures. However upon further analysis the subcommittee 
deemed that the department's policy o f  sacrificing all other programs to sustain 
unrestricted growth in the M edicaid industry was concerning and restored nearly 10% o f 
those cuts in the departm ent budget as follows:

1. Alaskan Pioneer Homes, Pioneer Homes: Reinstated 500.0 GF as added support 
while rate changes are being assessed and implemented in the homes.

2. Alaska Youth Initiative, Bring the Kids Home: Reinstated 500.0 GF/MII to 
support efforts to bring the kids home in the component for Severely Emotionally 
Disturbed Youth.

3. Alcohol Safety Action Program, Adult ASAP: Reinstated 341.4 GF (one-half o f 
the proposed cut) and 225.2 in I/A receipts to m aintain support for the program as 
restructuring to a 100% self-sustaining program is implemented.

4. Behavioral Health Grants, Alcohol Treatment Residential Beds: Reinstated 600.0 
in Alcohol Funds to support the continued funding o f  inpatient beds in the 
recovery process.

5. Comm unity Action Prevention and Intervention Grants: Reinstated a total o f
300.0 in GF and GF/M H to assist in preventing drug and alcohol abuse statewide.

6. Psychiatric Em ergency Services, Regional M F  Coordinator’s Regional 
Em ergency Services Fund: Reinstated 150.0 GF as emergency capacity is needed 
in time o f  cuts to maintain a safety net o f  services.

7. Family Preservation, Implement Medicaid Targeted Case M anagement for Family 
Preservation: Reinstated 270.6 GF to support program in preserving and 
strengthening families, as the implementation o f  targeted case management is 
difficult to achieve at this time.

8. Residential Child Care, Residential Child Care Grants and Cliental Travel: 
Reinstated 220.0 GF to assist communities most impacted by previous cuts.



9. Residential Child Care, Education Costs for Youth in Out o f  State Residential 
Facilities: Reinstated 375.1 GF to support education costs as this refinancing is 
difficult to achieve in that it requires the cooperation o f  school districts and 
dispersing o f foundation formula funding.

10. Health Care Services, W om en’s & A dolescent’s Services: Cut family planning 
support o f  $412.5 FF, as this is not considered to be a formula program.

11. Juvenile Justice, Youth Courts: created a new allocation for Youth Courts and 
transferred current FY 05 youth court funding in from Delinquency Prevention 
and Probation Services. Added an additional 200.0 in GF to restore Youth Courts 
to full funding for proper and effective programming.

12. Nursing, A dministrative/M anagem ent restructuring for Public Health Nursing: 
Reinstated 535.0 GF and 370.0 I/A (one-half o f  proposed cuts) due to concerns 
with regards to statewide impacts with proposed reduction.

13. Senior/Disabilities, Exceptions Relief: Reinstated 500.0 GF and 677.5 FF (one- 
h a lf o f  proposed cut) to mitigate impacts on facilities and maintain exceptional 
relief funding discretion within the department.

14. Home & Comm unity Based Sendees, ADRD Support Services: Funded 250.0 
GF/MH in the Mental Health Bill as requested match for care coordination and 
respite for vulnerable populations.

15. Home & Comm unity Based Care, Innovative Respite /  Chore for all beneficiaries: 
Funded 187.5 GF/MH in the M ental Health Bill as requested match for respite for 
vulnerable populations.

16. Home & Community Based Services, Senior & Disabilities Em ergency Frontline 
Services Preservation: Added 750.0 FF and 500.0 GF/MH in the Mental Health 
Bill to secure services in lieu o f  aggressive project cost saving proposal in respite 
and HCB waivers.

17. Home & Community Based Services, Senior & Disability Services Emergency 
Fund: Added 150.0 GF/MH in the Mental Health Bill for em ergency capacity to 
cover emergent costs associated with other program s that have been cut.

18. Comm unity DD Grants, High Risk Clinic: Added 100.0 GF/MH to restore DD 
grant to the sexual offenders/victims specialty clinic.

19. Assessment and Planning: Created a new appropriation, funded with 250.0 GF 
and 250.0 FF adm inistrative match. This appropriation is specifically provided to 
identify and im plement actions and regulatory changes necessary to achieve 
Medicaid ai.d related program growth cost containments with the least possible 
effect on the m ost vulnerable beneficiaries. Please see intent language.

20. Human Sen  ices Community M atching Grant: Restored 335.0 GF to the prior year 
funding level n support o f  non-profit services within the com munities o f 
Anchorage, Fairbanks and Mat-su.
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House Finance Budget Subcommittee on Labor and Workforce 
Development

Subcomm ittee Report FY 05 February 20 , 2004

The House Finance Budget Subcommittee on Labor and W orkforce Development has 
adopted a total budget fo r FY05 of $152,611,300. This includes general funds o f 
$10,573,800, federal funds of $98,617,700 and other funds o f $43,419,800.

D epa rtm en t o f Labor and W o rk fo rce  D eve lopm en t 
H ouse B u d ge t S ub com m ittee  F Y 0 5  H ig h lig h ts

■ Reduced Personal Services Authorization fo r A laska Labor Relations Agency 
Staffing by $42,600 (general fund)

■ Reduced general fund by one PFT W age & Hour Technician, $55,900

■ Increased funding to the Independent Living Rehabilitation Program by $467,800 
(general fund)

■ Appropriation structure change. There are now four appropriations within the 
Department.

* Reduced general fund to AVTEC. Replaced funding with Technical Vocational 
Education Program (TVEP) funding relying on the reverse sweep.

■ Reduced general fund by $229,800 in Employment Services (related to the 
Senior Employment Program). Replaced funding with inter-agency receipts from 
the STEP funding.

■ Reduced Client Services funding by $126,000 (GF Match)

S ubcom m ittee  Issues o f C oncern :

The subcommittee deliberated many items of the departm ent’s budget, even if changes 
were not made to those areas. Issues that concerned the subcommittee members 
were:

■ Suitable general funds for Independent Living Rehabilitation Program

■ Amount of S taff within the Alaska Hire Program
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A L A S K A  S T A T E  L E G I S L A T U R E

Session: 
Alaska Slate Capitol 

Juneau, A K  99801-1182 
Phone: (907) 465-4958 

Fax: (907) 465-4928

In te rim : 
PO Box 464 

Chugiak, AK 99567

R E P R E S E N T A T IV E  B IL L  S T O L T Z E
Repfescntative_BiU_St0lt2c@legis.stflte.ak.us

HOUSE FIN A N CE SUBCOM M ITTEE
Department of Law

February 25, 2004

The House Finance Subcom m ittee for the D epartm en t o f  Law reviewed the H ouse Com n ttee 
Substitute for H ouse Bill 375 and adopted die following changes for consideration by the full 
Finance Com m ittee.

Reduced the requested G F  am ount for new attorneys by 1,458.3, providing funding for three CINA 
attorneys and one CINA paralegal. Eliminated die Victims for Justice increm ent o f 125.0 as the 
subcom m ittee felt die D epartm ent was not the ideal placem ent for diis grant program . Decreased 
G F  retirem ent benefit costs by 266.7 allowing for 80% o f  die request, (Law was one o f  only a few 
agencies diat was perm itted by die Adm inistration to request G F  to cover these increases).
A pproved die following additional decrements: 37.7 used for FY04 section head reorganization; 61.7 
new A G  press person; 168.9 personal sendees to D eputy  A G  office, Civil; and 292.7 travel expenses. 
All inci m cnts using “o ther” funds were approved.

D IS T R IC T  1G

IH R C IIW O O D  •  B U T T E  •  C M U G1AK •  E K L U T N A  •  FA 1R V IE W  L O O P  
K N IK  R IV E R  ROA D •  LAZY M O U N T A IN  • PA L M E R  •  P E T E R S  C R E E K

Chair:
Mouse Finance Subcommittees for, 
Department o f Public Safety 
Department o f Law

Member:
Mouse Finance Committee 
Lcgislauvi Council

mailto:Repfescntative_BiU_St0lt2c@legis.stflte.ak.us
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House Finance Commit tee  -  D ep a r tm en t  of  Mil i tary & Veterans  Affairs 
Recommendations  fo r  FY 05 O pera t ing  Budge t  
Representat ive R ichard  Foster ,  Subcommit tee  C h a i r

The FY05 Operating Budget -  H ouse Structure, when com pared with the FY04 
Authorized, increases the D epartm ent’s Operating Budget by $377,600, or 1.1%. When 
the GF Match decrement and the General Fund (GF) increments are combined, the GF 
portion o f  the budget increased by $381,900, or 4.4%. The Federal Funds portion o f  the 
budget decreases by ($166,700). The O ther Funds, which includes Interagency Receipts, 
C P  Receipts, Statutory Designated Funds, and various other funding sources, increases 
by $162,400.

The budget reflects efficiencies that the Departm ent has achieved by combining 
Homeland Security and the Division o f  Em ergency Services into one division, The 
Division o f  Homeland Security and Em ergency Sendees. This has eliminated duplication 
o f  sendees and reduced overall management costs.

Four areas o f  the budget are almost com pletely supported by General Funds. The first is 
an increment o f  $133,400 for the Alaska M ilitary Youth Academy. This program did not 
receive any GF in FY04. The instructional portion o f  the program is funded through the 
education foundation formula. The increment being requested is to do the planning and 
other preparatory work that is needed to establish a second youth academy in Fairbanks 
next year.

The Educational Benefits line item, $278,500 provides college tuition for National Guard 
members and is maintained at the FY04 level.

Retirement Benefits, which provides retirement benefits for eligible National Guard 
members, was increased from $1,322,500 to $1,996,800. This increase reflects increased 
actuarial liabilities.

Veteran Affairs, which provides funding for the V eterans’ Outreach Program, was 
increased from $646,000 to $674,500. The increase is intended to meet increasing costs 
faced by the three veterans’ organizations that contract with the Department and provide 
support to help Alaskan veterans secure the benefits to which they are entitled.

The budget supports all o f  the D epartm ent’s goals that were expressed in the G overnor’s 
FY05 Budget Request.
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The House Finance S ubcom m itte e has adopted the following 
FY05 Budget for the Department o f Natural Resources. The changes 
contained in this budget reflect changes to the Governor's amended 
budget This budget contains $97,631.5 total funds including 
$44,844.8 in General Funds, $14,026.1 in Federal Funds, and 
$38,760.6 in other Funds.

There are general fund reductions in the following areas:

Commissioners Office 650.2

Administrative Services 112.0

Information Resources Management 160.0

Oil and Gas Development 566.8

Alaska Coastal Management Program 261.5

Claims Permits and Leases 542.0

Title Acquisition & Defense 106.0

Forest: Management & Development 240.0

Geological Development 173.0

Agricultural Development 120.0

Fire Suppression 250.0*>

Parks Management 350.0

Total GF Reduction 

Fund S w itc h e s

3,531.5

Water Development 300.0
GF to Receipt Supported Services 

Large Project Permitting 102.3
GF to Land Disposal Income Fund

P o s itio n s

Deleted 10 Full Time positions related to reductions
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H O U S E  F IN A N C E  S U B C O M M I T T E E  ON T H E  
L E G IS L A T U R E

The House Finance Subcom m ittee on the Legislature recom m ends adopting the FY05 
budget as presented in CSHB 375(FIN) w ith the following changes:

Budget  and Audit  Commit tee  
Legislative Audit
Remove one-time appropriation for sunset and perform ance audits - 150.0GF 

C om m ittee Expenses
Remove funding relating to study o f  navigable w ater and RS 2477 Rights o f  Way 
Assertions -  400.0 GF
Remove funding for study o f  a stand-alone Veterans Home -  100.2 GF 
Reduce contractual (for legal expenses associated with rcdistricting) -  1,000.0 GF

Legislative Council
Administ rat ive Services
Savings due to reorganization -  52.7 GF

Council and Subcommittees
Remove Alaska Energy Task Force funds (FY04 Fiscal Note) -  78.0 GF 
Remove funding for the Council o f  State Governments annual m eeting -  538.0 GF 
Remove funding for the Joint Legislative Salmon Task Force -  177.3 GF

Legal and Research Services
Savings due to retirement o f  long-term employees -  14.4 GF

Funding Sources 
General Fund 
GF Program Receipts 
I/A Receipts 
PFD Criminal Funds

37,499.1
98.9

390.0
541.6

T o ta l A gency  B udg e t 3 8 ,5 2 9 .6
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A L A S K A  S T A T E  L E G I S L A T U R E

Session:

Chair:
Mouse Finance Subcommittees for,

Alaska State Capitol 
Juneau, A K  99801-1182

Department o f Public Safety Phone: (907) 465 4958

Department o f Law Fax: (907) 465-4928

Member:
in te rim :Mouse Finance Committee

Legislative Council PO Box 464
Chugiak, A K  99567

R E P R E S E N T A T IV E  B IL L  ST O L T Z E
Reprcscntativc_Bill_St0 lt2e@lcgis.state.ak.us

H O U S E  F IN A N C E  S U B C O M M IT T E E  
D ep artm en t o f  P ub lic Safety

February 25, 2004

The House Finance Subcom m ittee for the D epartm ent o f  Public Safety reviewed H ouse Com m ittee 
Substitute for H ouse Bill 375 and approved die requested budget w ithout changes.

DISTRICT 16

D IR C 1-IW O O D  •  B U T T E  •  C IIU G IA K  •  E K L U T N A  •  FA IR V IE W  L O O P  
K N IK  R IV E R  R O A D  • 1.A7.Y M O U N T A IN  * P A L M E R  •  P E T E R S  C R E E K
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M E M O R A N D U M

TO: Members o f  the H ouse Finance Subcom m ittee on the Department o f  
Revenue FY2005 Budget
FROM: Representative Bill W illiams, Subcom m ittee Chairman 
RE: Department o f  R evenue Budget C loseout 
DATE: February 19th, 2004

Attached with this memorandum are:

1. Six pages o f  proposed amendments to the G overnor’s FY05 Budget, 
provided by the Department o f  Revenue
2. Four reports prepared by Legislative Finance:

- A three page report entitled “A gency T otals”
- An “Appropriation Summary” report that includes all funding 

sources
- An “Appropriation Summary” report that includes general funds 

only
- A “Transaction Compare” report

I am recommending that the Subcommittee adopt the fo llow ing actions (in 
the order in which they appear on the comparison report):

T ax D ivision
1. Reduce General Fund receipts by $ 1 ,100,000, and replace those funds 

with $1 ,100,000 in Business License R eceipts. These are fees 
collected from businesses purchasing or renew ing their business 
licenses. These receipts are to support the Tax D iv ision ’s Corporate 
Income Tax auditing function.

T reasu ry  D ivision
2. Use $16,600 from I/A Receipts and $32,300 from Student Loan 

Receipts to partially fund a new Bond Analyst position in the 
Treasury D ivision. A 2002 audit recom mended to the Alaska State 
Pension Investment Board that Treasury add four investment and 
audit staffers. This increment plus the increment for an equity analyst 
will fill two o f  the recommended positions. This action was requested 
by the Department.



3. D elete a vacant A ccounting Tech position in the Cash M anagement 
section to provide som e o f  the funds for the Bond Analyst position. 
This action was requested by the Department.

A laska  S ta te  P ension  In vestm en t B oard
4. U se $9,900 from P/E Retirement, $5 ,300  from Teacher Retirement, 

$700 from Judicial Retirement, and $700 from National Guard 
receipts to pay A S P IB ’s share o f  the bond analyst position requested 
in the Treasury D iv isio n ’s budget. This action w as requested by the 
Department.

5. A  D ecrem ent totaling $ 1,500,000 ($975 ,000  from P/E Retirement and 
$525,000 from Teacher Retirement) to reduce investm ent 
management fees. A SPIB investm ent m anagem ent fees are based 
upon the market value o f  the amounts invested. Because o f  lower 
market values, ASPIB should not require all o f  the previously  
authorized amount. This action w as requested by the Department.

C hild  S u p p ort E n forcem en t D ivision
6. R educe incentive funds paid to the C SED  by the Federal Government 

by $1 ,168 ,600  and replace it with $1 ,168 ,600  from Receipt Supported 
Services. This is to reflect an anticipated reduction in Federal 
Incentive payments in FY 2005. The C SED  earns these incentives for 
m eeting certain performance levels in its child support programs. A s  
other states have improved their performance, A laska’s share o f  
incentive funding has been reduced. The Department is proposing to 
fill this shortfall with funds collected by the D ivision  (Receipt 
Supported Services). This action w as requested by the Department.

7. Reduce CSED Administrative Cost R eceipts by $304,600 and replace 
those funds with Receipt Supported Services funding. This Federal 
funding has been collected from the federal child support enforcement 
program to reimburse the state for overhead. These funds have been 
used as a match to other federal funds. They can be replaced by RSS 
without any loss to the Department o f  personnel or service. The 
CSED will continue to collect the m axim um  amount o f  receipts 
allow able under the federally negotiated rate.

A d m in istration  and Support
8. Reduce General Funds to the Adm inistrative Services division by 

$304,600 and replace those funds with $304 ,600  from CSED  
Adm inistrative Cost Receipts (See note 7, above). U sing this m oney



to replace General Funds allow s a saving o f  General Fund revenues 
without any loss to the Department o f  personnel or service.

A laska M u n icip a l Bond B ank A u th ority
9. Increase Alaska Municipal Bond Bank Receipts by $150 ,000  to cover 

the costs associated with increased use o f  the Bond Bank. Because  
more m unicipalities are using the Bond B ank’s services, the Authority 
expects increased costs. There is no expenditure o f  General Fund 
dollars involved. This action was requested by the Department.

I am proposing that the Subcommittee deny the Department’s request for the 
fo llow ing amendment until a conclusive position is reached by the 
legislature on this issue:

A laska P erm an en t Fund C orporation
10. The Corporation is requesting authority to spend $700,000 from  
Permanent Fund Receipts to fund a com prehensive public com m unications 
plan to educate, promote and advocate for the Corporation’s Trustees’ 
Percent o f  Market Value proposal.
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H o u s e  F in a n c e  C o m m i t t ° e  -  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  T r a n s p o r t a t io n  a n d  P u b l ic  F a c i l i t ie s  

R e c o m m e n d a t io n s  f o r  F Y  0 5  O p e r a t in g  B u d g e t  

R e p r e s e n ta t iv e  R ic h a r d  F o s te r ,  S u b c o m m it t e e  C h a i r

The FY05 Operating Budget - H ouse Structure, when compared to the FY04 Authorized, 
increases the D epartm ent’s Operating Budget by $ 14,004,100. The increase in the 
General Fund portion o f  their budget is 51,493,900. There is a slight decrease in Federal 
Funds, ($229,300) and an increase in O ther Funds o f 512,739,500. O ther Funds would 
include such sources as the M arine H ighw ay Stabilization Fund, The International 
Airport Operating Fund, receipts authority for direct services, Interagency Receipts and 
others.

The Highways and A viation M aintenance portion o f  the budget is m ostly General Funds 
(GF). O f the $97,838,900 GF requested by the Governor, 579,048,000, or 81% makes up 
S5% o f  the $92,914,700 in these budget components. This portion o f  the budget 
increases by $1,922,500 over the FY04 A uthorized budget. This increase w ill allow the 
Departm ent to continue maintenance at the current level for FY05.

The “belt lightening” efforts are reflected in the budget. Only four areas o f  the budget 
are increasing. O f Tiese, only H ighways and Aviation M aintenance shows a significant 
increase. Six areas o f  the budget are maintained at the FY04 level. All other areas that 
receive GF have decrements. The budget does address all o f  the funding concerns 
brought forward by the Governor.

Overall, there are modest increases in the D epartm ent’s budget, which reflect a desire to 
protect the state’s investment in transportation infrastructure and facilities by supporting 
maintenance o f  our highways, airports, marine terminals and other State facilities at or 
above the current level.
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Representative John Harris 
State capitol 505 Juneau .Alaska 99801-1182 (907)465-4859

A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e

U N IV E R S IT Y  O F A L A S K A
H o u s e  F in a n c e  S u b c o m m it te e  

F e b r u a r y  1 7 ,2 0 0 4

The House Finance Subcommittee for the University o f  A laska made the following 
budget recom mendations for the University. These recom m endations are as a result o f 
meetings and discussions with representatives o f  the University.

There were no changes to the University o f  Alaska budget from the House Committee 
Substitute version o f the operating budget bill. There were no recom mendations for 
reductions to this budget.

The recom m endations for FY05 as compared to the FY04 M anagem ent Plan are as 
follows:

• M aintain General Funds at the same level for a total General Fund amount o f 
$212,715.0

• Increase Federal Funds by $11,305.6 for a total Federal Fund level o f  $124,362.0
•  Decrease Others Funds by $11,305.6 for a total O ther Fund level o f $312,495.1
• M aintain the authorized position count at 3,869 PFT and 176 PPT positions

F o r  F Y 0 5 ,  t o t a l  U n iv e r s i t y  o f  A la s k a  O p e r a t in g  B u d g e t  fu n d s  h a v e  b e e n  m a in ta in e d  

a t  S 6 4 9 ,5 7 2 .1 .

The recom m endations are focused on the University’s com m itm ent to recruiting and 
retaining Alaska students and offering academic programs directed at training Alaskans 
to Fill the jobs in the highest demand today and in the future. This will ensure that 
Alaskan businesses and industries have a readily available workforce to draw from rather 
than having to recruit em ployees from  outside Alaska.





Representative John Harris 
State capitol 505 Juneau, Alaska 99801-1182 (907)465-4859

A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e

FINANCE SUBCOM M ITTEE, COURT SYSTEM, FY05
F ebruary  17, 2004

The House Finance Subcom m ittee for the Court System made the following recom mendations 
for the three appropriations o f  the Court System ’s FY05 Operating Budget. At the request o f  the 
Chair, Legislative F inance has drafted a spreadsheet enum erating the results. The following 
summarizes the increm ents requested and overall budget:

A p p e l la te  C o u r t s :

T h e  f o l lo w in g  in c r e m e n ts  a re  d e n ie d :

1) JRS, PERS, and B enefit Rate Increase: -$115.0
2) Expanding C ourt’s Salary Schedule to include “G” Step: -30 .1

T r i a l  C o u r ts :

T h e  fo l lo w in g  in c r e m e n ts  a re  d e n ie d :

3) Expanding JRS, PERS, and Benefit Pate Increase: -$1,436.0
4) Reinstate First D ay Juror Pay to $25/Day: -200.0
5) Improve Courthouse Security in Bethel: -125.0
6) Fairbanks Courthouse 5th Floor Operations: -65.0
7) Increase Lease Expense at Unalaska: -100.0
8) Software M aintenance and Support: -517.0
9) Expanding Court’s Salary Schedule to include “G” Step: -338.0
10) Increase H ourly Rate Paid for Court Appointed Attorneys: -34.0 
T h e  fo l lo w in g  r e d u c t io n  w a s  m a d e :

11) Delete costs for 1 judgeship due to sunset provision at the
end o f  FY04 Oudge, secretary, 3 clerks) -308.6

A d m in is t r a t io n  a n d  S u p p o r t :

T h e  fo l lo w in g  in c r e m e n ts  a re  d e n ie d :

12) JRS, PERS, and Benefit Rate Increase: -$248.0
13) Expanding C ourt’s Salary Schedule to include “G” Step: -81.9



Alaska State Legislature
Representative John Harris 

State capilol 505 Juneau, Alaska 99801-1182 (907)465-4859

(Continued, Page 2 o f  2)

C o m m is s io n  o n  J u d ic ia l  C o n d u c t :

T h e  f o l lo w in g  in c r e m e n ts  a re  d e n ie d :

14) Increase for changes to retirem ent and other personal services rates:
15) Office Space Rent Increase:
16) Vacancy Rate funding for 2 person office:

J u d ic ia l  C o u n c i l :

T h e  f o l lo w in g  in c r e m e n t  is  d e n ie d :

17) Recidivism Study:
T h e  fo l lo w in g  r e d u c t io n  w a s  m a d e :

18) Cost efficiency reduction o f  executive staff
and associated expenses:

•

-$9,1
-7.0
-5.4

-$32.1

-505.7



A<J rvrn r » \ 0
A M E N D M E N T  T O  C S H B  3 7 5  ( F IN )  V e r s io n  \S

O f fe r e d  B y :  R e p r e s e n ta t iv e  M ik e  H a w k e r  b y .  f \  &<> ir&S ~ h

ADD

P a g e : 4  L in e :  18  

D e p a r tm e n t :  A d m in is t r a t io n

A p p r o p r i a t i o n :  L e g a l  a n d  A d v o c a c y  S e rv ic e s

A l lo c a t io n :  O f f ic e  o f  P u b l ic  A d v o c a c y

A m o u n t :  $ 6 6 ,0 0 0

F u n d  S o u rc e :  A lc o h o l

D e s c r ip t io n :

Establish Full Funding for a Social Services Specialist II -  ANC $66,000

A D istrict Branch o f the Wellness Court has been established under the direction 
o f  District Court Judge Sam Adams. The funding requested is essential to the 
proper functioning o f the Wellness Court, as this position serves as the Case 
Coordinator for state participants in the Anchorage Wellness Court.

The expansion o f  the Anchorage W ellness Court includes another unit to serve 
state misdemeanants, including .Anchorage residents arrested for DUI in the 
Palm er and Kenai Judicial Districts. The new unit expands upon the proven cost 
savings and public benefits that have been achieved through Judge Wanamaker's 
W ellness Court for municipal misdemeanants. All that is needed is assurance o f 
the ongoing funding for the Case Coordinator.

Currently, Partners for Progress, Inc. in coordination with ‘he Alaska Court 
System has c ommitted to fund this position for the remainder o f  FY 04. LB&A 
approved $33,000 in Statutory Designated Program Receipt authority for the 
Office o f  Public Advocacy during the December 12, 2003 meeting. There are no 
hinds reflected in the FY 05 Governor’s budget for this position.



i

O f fe r e d  B y :  R e p re s e n ta t iv e  F a te

A D D

A m e n d m e n t  to CS HB 375/I1B 377 (FIN ) w o rk  d r a f t

Page 12 Lines: 13, 18, 20, 22, 24, 26

Department: Fish and Game

Appropriation: Commercial Fisheries

Allocation:

13. Southeast Region Fisheries M anagement $49.2
18. Central Region Fisheries M anagement $72.2
20. AYK Region Fisheries Management $165.1
22. W estward Region Fisheries M anagement $32.7
24. Headquarters Fisheries M anagement $27.7
26. Fisheries D evelopm ent $30.8

T o t a l  $ 3 7 7 .7

Fund Source: General Fund 

Amount: $377.7

D e s c r ip t io n :

Increm ent to miscellaneous line. Replace CFRLF with General Funds.



A m endm ent to CS TIB 375/JIB 377 (FIN) w ork  d ra f t

O ffered By: R ep resen ta tive  F a te

ADD

Page 13 

Department: 

Appropriation: 

Allocation:

Lines: 18

Fish and Game

Administration and Support 

State Subsistence

D escrip tion:

Transfer funding from Stale Subsistence to page 12, line 20.

Appropriation: Commercial Fisheries 
Allocation: AYK Region Fisheries

To purchase and operate SONAR in the Porcupine River.

T o tal 164.0

Fund Source: General Funds

Am oun t: 1 6 4 .0



O V

A m e n d m e n t  to  C S H B  375 / H B  377 (F IN )  w o r k  d r a f t

O ffered By: R epresen ta tive  H a rris

FUND SO U R C E  C H A N G E  A M EN D M EN T:

Department: Office o f  the Governor 

Appropriation: Executive Operations 

Allocation: Executive Office

1175 Business License Receipts 5610,300

1004 General Fund ($610,300)

D E SC R IPT IO N :
Since submitting the Governor's budget, it has been delerminec . the Governor's 
Office can utilize business license receipts for international trade activities. This 
amendment reflects a fund source change to business license receipts (the fund source 
used for trade activities in the Department o f  Com m unity and Economic Development).

Page 1 o f  1
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A m endm ent to  H B  375 / HB 377 (FIN) w ork  d ra f t 

O ffered By:

ADD

Department: Health and Social Services

Appropriation: Various ^

Allocation: Various

Fund Source N um ber & Name: 1004 General Fund 

Amount: $949,700 

D E L E T E

Department: H ealth and Social Services 

Appropriation: Various 

Allocation: Various

Fund Source N um ber & Name: 1003 General Fund M atch 

Amount: $949,700 

D ESC R IPT IO N :
This fund change is necessary to correct the ratio o f  General Fund to General Fund Match 
resulting from internal department transfers in/out. See table below for changes in 
funding to appropriations and allocations.

A ppropriation A llocation G F G FM
Juven ile  Justice P robation 23,900 -23,900
H ealth  C are Services M edical A sst. A dm in istra tion 25,400 -25 ,400
P ub lic  A ssistance P ublic  A ssistance 

A dm inistration
9,700 -9,700

P ub lic  A ssistance P ublic  A ssistance F ie ld  Serv ices 32,800 -32,800
S en io r &  D isabilities Services SD S A dm inistration 10,200 -10,200
S en io r &  D isabilities Serv ices SD S M edicaid 688,400 -688,400
D epartm ental S upport Serv ices A dm inistrative Support S erv ice1" 159,300 -159,300

T otal 949,700 -949,700



A D D /D E L E T E

A m e n d m e n t  to  H B  375 /  H B  377 (FIN ) w o rk  d r a f t

O ffered By: R ep resen ta tive  H arris

L ie n  U f a  A .

a  o [ o k y

Departm ent: H ealth and Social Services 

Appropriation: Public Assistance

Allocation: Alaska Tem porary Assistance Program  (ATAP)

Fund Source Num ber & Name: 1002 Federal Funds 

Amount: $900,000 

Appropriation: Public Assistance 

Allocation: Adult Public Assistance 

Fund Source Number & Name: 1004 General Fund 

Amount: -$900,000 

A D D /D E L E T E

Departm ent: H ealth  and Social Services 

Appropriation: Public Health 

Allocation: Community H ealth Grants 

Fuud Source Number & Name: 1004 General Fund 

Amount: $500,000

Fund Source Number & Name: 1168 Tobacco Use Education and Cessation 

Amount: -$500,000

D epaitm ent: Education and Early Developm ent 

Appropriation: Alaska Library and Museums 

Allocation: Library Operations 

Fund Source Number & Name: 1004 General Fund 

Amount: $174,500

ADD



Department: Education and Early D evelopm ent 

Appropriation: Alaska Library and M useum s 

Allocation: Archives

Fund Source Number & Name: 1004 General Fund 

Amount: $138,800 (and 2 positions)

ADD

Department: Education and Early Developm ent 

Appropriation: Alaska Library and M useum s 

Allocation: M useum  Operations 

Fund Source Number & Name: 1004 General Fund 

Amount: $52,600 (and 1 position)

D escrip tion

This am endm ent utilizes the remaining federal TA N F (Temporary Assistance for 
Needy Families) bonus award o f  $900,000 and allows usage o f $900,000 general fund 
from  Adult Public Assistance.

$500,000 o f  GF is substituted for Tobacco funds used for Community H ealth Grants. 
The newly available tobacco funds are not spent in FY05; they remain available in the 
fund and can be spent in future years.

$365,900 o f  GF is used in the Departm ent o f  Education for
1. contractual services and supplies in Library Operations,
2. two new positions in Archives, and
3. restoration o f a Curator position in the Sheldon Jackson M useum



O ffered  By: R epresentative H a rris

ADD

Depaitment: Public Safety

Appropriation: Council on Dom estic Violence and Sexual Assault 

Allocation: Council on Domestic V iolence and Sexual Assault 

Fund Source Number & Name: 1004 General Fund 

Amount: $900,000

A m e n d m e n t  to  H P  375 /  H B 377 (FIN ) w o rk  d r a f t



P>U f?
A m endm ent to IIB  375 / HB 377 (FIN) w o rk  d ra f t  

O ffered By: R epresen ta tive  H arris

r \  l o
Department: Natural Resources 

Appropriation: Resource Development 

Allocation: Recorder’s Office/Uniform Comm ercial Code 

Fund Source N um ber & Name: 1156 Receipt Supported Services 

Amount: $6^120^

D E S C R IP T IO N :
This amendment will provide office space in the Seward recording office.



A m en d m en t to H B 375 /  HB 377 (FIN ) w ork  d ra f t

O ffered  By: R ep resen ta tive  H a rr is

ADD

Departm ent: Public Safety

Appropriation: Council on Domestic Violence and Sexual Assault 

Allocation: Council on Domestic Violence and Sexual Assault 

Fund Source N um ber & Name: 1004 General Fund 

Amount: $900,000



L A N G U A G E
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A M E N D M E N T  TO CS HB 375 (FIN) W ORK DRAFT

O ffered by: r r i j

Department: Public Safety

Appropriation: Council on D om estic V iolence and Sexual Assault 

Allocation: Council on D om estic V iolence and Sexual Assault

[Not withstanding AS 43 .23.028(b)(2), up to 10% o f the amount allocated  
for the Council on D om estic V iolence and Sexual Assault under AS  
43 .23 .028(b )(2 ) m ay be used to fund operations and grant administration.]

It is the intent o f  the legislature that $200,000 be transferred from Council 
administrative funds to the grants line to offset reductions to grants provided  
to local shelters and rape crisis programs for imm ediate safety and crisis 
intervention.

R ationale: D ue to reduction in PFD/Felon funds and TA N F funds, the 
grants to shelters and rape crisis centers is $1.1 m illion less than in FY 04, 
w hile the C ouncil’s administration received no reduction. This amendment 
transfers $200 ,000  within this budget to the grants line. The funds are 
anticipated to be made up in administration through a Denali C om m ission  
administrative fee on capital funds (see letter, attached).

Delete:
2 r  i 7

Page 28

Add:



23-GH2040\S.2
Utermohle

3/29/04

A M E N D M E N T

OFFERED IN THE HOUSE

TO: CSFIB 375(FIN), Draft Version "S"

4 ? ^  \ \ o A b a

fvlO
1 Page 30, following line 23:

2 Insert "No money appropriated by this appropriation may be used to advocate to the

3 legislature or the public in favor o f  passage o f  a resolution submitting to the voters a

4 constitutional amendment relating to the method o f  calculating distribution from the Alaska

5 perm anent fund or in favor o f the adoption o f  such an am endment by the voters."

6

7 Page 5 1, following line 4:

8 Insert a new subsection to read:

9 "(e) No money appropriated by this section may be used to advocate to the legislature

10 or the public in favor o f  passage o f  a resolution submitting to the voters a constitutional

11 amendment relating to the method o f  calculating distribution from the Alaska permanent fund

12 or in favor o f  the adoption o f such an am endment by the voters."

L -I-
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O ffered By: R ep resen ta tiv e  H a rr is

C rea te  New A llocation

Agency: Legislature

Appropriation: Council and Subcommittees

New Allocation: Office o f  V ictims Rights

A m e n d m e n t  to  C S H B  375 / H B  377 (F IN )  w o r k  d r a f t

0

Create a new allocation for the Office o f  V ictims Rights and transfer the following funding:

153.000 general funds 
328,600 PFD Criminal
60.000 FY04 PFD Criminal (reappropriation)

D E SC R IPT IO N :

All funding listed is included in the Council and Subcom m ittees appropriation in the drafi bill.

The Office is presently included in the budget o f  the Legislative Council. Identifying funding for 
the office was not a problem when the only funding source was PFD Criminal funds, but the 
addition o f  general funds causes the Office to lose its identifiable funding source. A separate 
allocation will allow the O ffice’s budget to be tracked.



A m e n d m e n t  to  CS H B  375 /  H B  377 (FIN ) w o rk  d r a f t

O ffered By: R ep resen ta tive  H arris

A m end section 20, F u n d  T ran sfe rs , by add ing  a new subsection  to  read :

( )  The balance o f the electrical service extension fund (AS 42.45.200) is 
appropriated to the general fund.

(This subsection needs a July 1 ,2004 effective date.)

D ESC R IPT IO N :

The transfer o f the balance (estimated to be $85,000) o f  the Electrical Service Extension 
Fund to the general fund was part o f  the adm inistration’s FY 05 revenue proposals. 
Alaska Energy Authority legislation, HB 485 and SB 337, was introduced on February 16 
to repeal the fund, along w ith several other changes.



23-GH2040\S.3
Utermohle

3/30/04

A M E N D M E N T H e p  U

OFFERED IN TH E HOUSE

TO: CSHB 375(FIN), Draft Version "S"

1 Page 53, lines 15 - 23:

2 Delete all material and insert:
Csto, 6 dC>

3 "(b) The sum o f S35*§3foS88 is appropriated from the general fund to the Alaska

4 marine highway system fund (AS 19.65.060)."

5

6 Page 60, line 4:

7 Delete "Section 22 o f  this Act takes" t

8 Insert "Sections 20(b) and 22 o f this Act take"

L -l-
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A m e n d m e n t  to  C S  H B  3 7 5  /  H B  3 7 7  ( F I N )  w o r k  d r a f t

O ffe re d  B y : R e p re s e n ta tiv e  H a r r i s

A m e n d  sec. 36  to  r e a d :

* Sec. 36 . T he  appropria tions m ade in  sec. 1 o f th is  A c t th a t appropria te  e ith er the 
unexpended  and u nob liga ted  b a lan ce  o f  specific  fiscal y e a r  2004  p ro g ram  rece ip ts o r the 
unexpended  and  u nob liga ted  b a lan ce  on  June 30, 2004, o f  a  spec ified  accoun t take  e ffec t 
J u ly  1 , 2004  a n d  a r e  r e tro a c t iv e  to  J u n e  3 0 ,2 0 0 4  so le ly  fo r  th e  p u rp o s e  o f  c a r ry in g  
fo rw a rd  a  p r io r  y e a r  b a la n c e  [JU N E  30, 2004],

D e sc r ip tio n : T h is  am en d m en t w ou ld  satisfy tw o  concerns exp ressed  b y  state 
accountan ts and a tto rneys. F irst, the am endm ent w ould  m ake  the appropria tions financed  
w ith  carry fo rw ard  ba lances effec tive  in  F Y  05 ra ther than  F Y  04 . A s p resen tly  w ritten , 
state  accoun tan ts w ou ld  co n sid e r these  appropria tions to  co v er tw o fiscal years. B y 
m ak ing  these approp ria tions e ffec tive  on  Ju ly  1, 2004, the  am endm en t avoids accounting  
actions covering  tw o fiscal y ears  ra th e r than  a  single fisca l year. S econd, once the 
appropria tions take effect, the am endm ent m akes the app rop ria tions re troac tive  to  the end  
o f  the  p rev ious fiscal y e a r  to  p reserve  the leg is la tu re ’s in ten t tha t the  y ear end  balances o f  
th e  accoun t invo lved  w ill no t lap se  and  are to  rem ain availab le  to  finance  the F Y  05 
appropria tions.
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23-GH2040\S.4

Utermohle
3/30/04

A M E N D M E N T

OFFERED IN THE HOUSE

TO: CSHB 375(FIN), Draft Version "S"

Page 59., following line 27:

Insert a new bill section to read:

"* Sec. 35. GRANTS FOR CHARTER SCHOOLS. The sum o f $206,000 is appropriated 

from the general fund to the Department o f  Education and Early Developm ent for the fiscal 

year ending June 30, 2005, for payment as grants to each school district that operates a charter 

school with an average daily membership o f  150 or less for support o f  those charter schools in 

those districts. The amount appropriated for grants by this section is to be allocated among 

eligible school districts in the proportion that the average daily membership o f  eligible charter 

schools in a district bears to the total average daily membership o f  all eligible charter schools 

in all school districts that operate an eligible charter school."

Renumber the following bill sections accordingly.

Page 60, line 5:

Delete "secs. 36 and 37

Insert "secs. 37 and 38

L -1 -



A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e

Please enter into the record  m y testim ony to the
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March 24, 2004

i am contacting you as a member of the Mat-Su State Parks Citizens Advisory Board 
and a user of Alaska State Parks. Your Committee on House Finance has 
recommended a cut of $350,000 to the operating budget for the next fiscal year. In Mat- 
Su this past year, we had to contract out several State Parks to private operators due to 
budget limitations. You will remember that two summers ago, some parks even had to 
be closed due to a lack of staff to operate the park. Further cuts to an already bare 
bones budget will bring us from a program of imposing fiscal restraint to a program of 
dismantling State Parks.

We have some of the most beautiful and exciting natural parks in the entire country, but, 
they must be maintained in a sustainable fashion. These parks are the jewels of Alaska 
to which Alaskan residents as weii as visitors from Outside look for recreation and 
renewal of the spirit.

As a member of the Citizens Advisory Board for Mat-Su, I can honestly tell you that we 
have our hands full up here with visitation levels that currently exceed the ability of park 
rangers to carry out their jobs in a superior fashion, deferred maintenance that will 
ultimately cost us more, and as we incrcL.se the number of subcontracts in the summer 
to operate state parks...a loss of revenue.

The question is do we want State Parks that will attract the pi iblic and offer desirable 
recreational experiences, or, do we wish to lose that precious opportunity. Speaking for 
myself, my family, and my community, I want quality State Parks.

I urge you in the strongest possible terms to restore any cuts to the operating budget for 
Alaska State Parks for the next year. Alaska State Parks now operates now at minimum 
level. To cut any further is to cause serious damage to a public institution revered by all 
Alaskans.

STATE PARKS BUDGET
Dear House Finance Committee:

Sincerely,

Ralph Baldwin
Mat-Su State Parks Citizens Advisory Board 
rbaldwin@mtaonline.net (H)
(907) 376-2297

mailto:rbaldwin@mtaonline.net
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24,2004 

STATE PARKS BUDGET 

Dear House Finance Committee:

I am contacting you as a member of the Mat-Su State Parks Citizens Advisory Board 
and a user of Alaska State Parks. Your Committee on House Finance has 
recommended a cut of $350,000 to the operating budget for the next fiscal year. In Mat- 
Su this past year, we had to contract out several State Parks to private operators due to 
budget limitations. You will remember that two summers ago, some parks even had to 
be closed due to a lack of staff to operate the park. Further cuts to an already bare 
bones budget will bring us from a program of imposing fiscal restraint to a program of 
dismantling State Parks.

We have some of the most beautiful and exciting natural parks in the entire country, but, 
they must be maintained In a sustainable fashion. These parks are. the jewels of Alaska 
to which Alaskan residents as well as visitors from Outside look for recreation and 
renewal of the spirit.

As a member of the Citizens Advisory Board for Mat-Su, I can honestly tell you that we 
have our hands full up here with visitation levels that currently exceed the ability of park 
rangers to carry out their jobs in a superior fashion, deferred maintenance that will 
ultimately cost us more, and as we Increase the number of subcontracts in the summer 
to operate state parks...a loss of revenue.

The question is do we want State Parks that will attract the public and offer desirable 
recreational experiences, or, do we wish to lose that precious opportunity. Speaking for 
myself, my family, and my community, I want quality State Parks.

I urge you in the strongest possible terms to restore any cuts to the operating budget for 
Alaska State Parks for the next year. Alaska State Parks now operates now at minimum 
level. To cut any further is to cause serious damage to a public Institution revered by all 
Alaskans.

Sincerely,

Ralph Baldwin
Mat-Su State Parks Citizens Advisory Board 
rbaldwin@mtaonline.net (H)
(907) 376-2297

mailto:rbaldwin@mtaonline.net
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B e a u  K e l ly

From: G Ploinlck [dmlsha©alacka.netj
Sent: Friday, March 05,2004 11:07 AM
To: BaauJ<elly©[abor.state.ak.us
Subject: Misha

I have been a client of DVR since 1999.When I started as a client I had limited expectations of my 
possibilities for work. The process of vocational counseling has been very empowering for me and 
offered me a means to employment. My experiences have been overwhelmingly positive with staff at 
DVR they are uniformly committed to seeing disabled people return to die workforce.

Through education that was subsidized by DVR I have been offered the ability to become a counselor 
and use my experiences as a disabled person in a positive way.
As a disabled individual you arc constantly faced with evidence of how you differ from the expected 
norm of society. This difference can be disenfranchising. Working by it’s very definition is part of the 
American norm, and can lift you out of poverty as well as enhance your role in society. This is whatl 
have gained from my relationship with DVR.

Thank you, G. Misha Ploinick

03/05/2004
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I offer this statement of support as public testimony for consideration in the matter of 
funding for the Department of Vocational Rehabilitation. I speak from a personal level 
on how that experience has impacted my ability to return to work

I have Multiple Sclerosis and was collecting Social Security Benefits for 10 years and 
through Vocational Rehabilitation I was able to begin exploring job prospects that were 
within my skills and abilities. I also gained confidence about my skills, and these 
strategies allowed me to begin tho process of returning to work. My case was handled 
with respect, dignity, and I began to have faith in my own abilities and dared to dream. I 
was respected as a person with skills that were needed into days’ Alaska job market. I 
was encouraged and supported to make decisions that would get me employed. No other 
public agency offered this service to someone with a significant disability.

I now work independently without supports and recently started my return to college thaL 
I am able to pay for wilh my earnings. 1 have read that for every dollar spent on 
Vocational Rehabilitation that $9 dollars comes back to the community, and from tho 
experience that I have, I believe this to be true, Knowing I am able to contribute to the 
tax base of this community, buying goods and services that keep others employed gives 
me a sense of pride, a sense of community. I am no longer “on the dole" and totally self- 
sufficient.

I hope that you will sec this as a good return on money spent, I am one example of many 
who have benefited from Vocational services. Please consider carefully the impact that 
the proposed budget cuts will mean to those needing Vocational Rehabilitation support to 
be able to enter, or reenter the job market.

To address the immeasurable benefits of VR services include, empowerment, sense of 
dignity and, self-sufficiency, and the pride of knowing that I could compete with 20 other 
applicants and be hired on my abilities and not have the focus be on my disability. The 
potential that DVR offers to people with disabilities is powerful, it provides us with a 
chance to turn those hopes and dreams into reality.

Respectfully

RaeBflppcn



ALASKA STATE LEGISLATURE

Please enter into the record my testim ony to the n u a n c e .
Commillcc Name,

Com m ittee on Ix / S u d ^ ^ t  _______ Dated 3/<yye> / ________
Bill/Subject

Tobacco use is the leading cause ofpreventable death in Alaska, and is responsible fo r  
one out o f  every f iv e  deaths in our slate. Currently with the tobacco settle m oney and  
tobacco tax the state is taking in over $70 million dollars. I f  the proposed tobacco tax 
goes into effect that fig u re  will lop $100 million. The US Center fo r  Disease Control has 
recommended that our state spend $16 million on Tobacco Prevention. That is not 
happening ye t in Alaska. We need to work harder!

I  totally support the Administration Amendment to remedying last y e a r ’s  miss la id  
SI, 061,000 that went into the M edicaid fu n d  by giving it hack to Tobacco Prevention. I  
thank the commissioner fo r  bringing this fo rw ard  tfo r  you  attention.

I  urge you  to maintain the Legislature’s commitment to fu n d  at least the 20%  level fo r  
Tobacco Prevention. Your commitment to fu n d  tobacco prevention, will brighten the 

fu ture o f  our children, lower the cost the state has to spend to treat tobacco diseases, and  
improve the health o f  Alaskans.

SIGNED:
Testifier

E t / r t
Representing

9 ̂ 7 0  y
Address / Phone Number



ALASKA STATE LEGISLATURE

P lease enter into the record my testim ony to the
p  Committee Name
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To: Interior Delegation t

From: Arctic A lliance for People Legislative Com m ittee

Re: Request for examples o f  State savings generated by program s supported by the
H ealth and Social Services Com m unity M atching Grant (in Fairbanks alone)

April 28, 2003

Sum m ary o f  estimated State savings by a sam pling o f  agencies funded by the Community M atching 
G rant in the Fairbanks N orth  S tar Borough:

N o r t h  S t a r  C o u n c i l  o n  th e  A g in g :

In answ er to your inquiries, N SC oA  provides hom e-delivered rneals to 151 homebound persons.
Proper nutrition prom otes good health and helps to  keep people out o f  nursing facilities and the 
hospital. The cost per meal is $10.34 per Jay. The cost to stay at Denali Center is $350 per day and 
$825 per day at Fairbanks M em orial Hospital.

N ot everyone who receives M eals on W heels (M OW ) is a candidate for the nursing home, but let's 
conservatively estim ate that the M O W  program  is helping to  keep 20% o f  M OW  recipients 
(30individuals) out o f  the hospital. Let's assum e that the average time in the hospital is 1 week 
followed by 1 m onth (30 days) convalescence at Denali C e n te r . Then:

30 persons X  ($825/FMFI day X  7days) +  ($350/Denali day X  30 days) =  $315,000 savings to the state 
in m edical costs.

H o s p ic e  o f  th e  T a n a n a  V a l le y :

W ithout the availability o f  the services and support o f  Hospice staff and volunteers, many 
patients w ith term inal illnesses and their families would be forced to use the facilities o f  assisted living 
hom es, the Denali Center or the Fairbanks M em orial Hospital, especially in the days or weeks 
im m ediately preceding the patien t’s death. In  other cases, when a need exists but the patient’s 
condition is not yet critical enough, insurer lim itations or lack o f  coverage can result in the patient and 
family going w ithout any assistance if  H ospice volunteer services were not available.

In 2002, 104 patients w ere served by H ospice with an average length o f  stay in the program  o f  
82 days for a total o f  8,502 patient days. U sing 2002 Hospice expenses o f  $173,002, the cost per 
patient per day was about $20. The average daily cost for room  and care at an assisted living home is 
about $130, at Denali Center about $350, and at Fairbanks M em orial Hospital about $2,750.

I f  4 0 %  o f  th e  H o s p ic e  p a t ie n t  d a y s  in  2 0 0 2  w e re  s p e n t  in  c a re  a t  a n  a s s is te d  l iv in g  h o m e , 

th e  c o s t  w o u ld  h a v e  b e e n  o v e r  $ 4 4 2 ,1 0 4 . I f  3 0 %  o f  th e  H o s p ic e  p a t ie n t  d a y s  in  2 0 0 2  w e re  s p e n t  

in  c a re  a t  t h e  D e n a l i  C e n te r ,  t h e  c o s t w o u ld  h a v e  b e e n  a b o u t  $ 8 9 2 ,7 1 0 . I f  2 0 %  o f  th e  H o s p ic e  

p a t ie n t  d a y s  w e r e  s p e n t  in  c a r e  a t  th e  F a i r b a n k s  M e m o r ia l  H o s p i t a l ,  th e  c o s t w o u ld  h a v e  b e e n  

a b o u t  $ 4 .7  m i l l io n .

H ospice bereavement clients indicated they would not have received any bereavement support 
had H ospice services been unavailable. R esearch supports the rationale that stress and trauma from 
unresolved g rie f results in illness, lost work, substance abuse, relationship and parent-child difficulties

6)



(dysfunction). Offering bereavement support lessens the dem ands for other Human Services, thereby 
resulting in long-term cost savings to the family, com m unity and to the state.

The requested grant o f  $50,000 supports about 32% o f  H ospice’s personnel costs including 
benefits and payroll expenses. I f  the State o f  Alaska w ere to directly provide the same services as 
were delivered by Hospice in 2002, the cost for the equivalent personnel is estimated as follows:

D i r e c t o r  o f  H o s p ic e  S e rv ic e s

A K  Socia l Worker Level 4, $31.45/hour, fu ll-tim e  $65,416
B e r e a v e m e n t  S e n d e e s  C o o r d in a t o r

A K  Socia l Worker Level 4, $31.45/hour, 3A time $49,062
V o lu n t e e r  C o o r d in a t o r

A K  Socia l Worker Level 1, $23.78/hour, 374 hours $8,894
O ffice M an ag er
A K  Adm in. Asst., $23.78/hour, 1481 hours $35,218
P a t ie n t  C a re  C o o r d in a t o r

A K  Socia l Worker Level 1, $23.78/hour, 1074.5 hours $25,552
P a t ie n t  C a r e /B e r e a v e m e n t  V o lu n te e r s

Certified Nurses Aide, $15.44/hour, 7326 hours $113,113
O f f ic e  V o lu n te e r s

A K  Secretary Level 3, $19 .76/hour, 3A time $30,826
P r o fe s s io n a l S e rv ic e  V o lu n te e r s

Doctors, nurses, accountants, counselors, board & comm ittee  $206.340 
members, $60/hour, 3,439 hours

T o t a l  d i r e c t  S ta te  p e rs o n n e l c o s t  $ 5 3 4 ,4 2 1

L e s s  c o s t  to  S ta te  ( g r a n t  to  H o s p ic e )  $50.000
S a v in g s  to  th e  S ta te  $ 4 8 4 ,4 2 1

N o r th  S t a r  Y o u th  C o u r t ;

The N SY C, and other youth courts, directly and indirectly save the state 
money.

1. Each youth offender accepted by a youth court m eans one less case 
for a  juvenile probation officer, an Assistant Attorney General or 
D istrict Attorney, a Public Defender, and the Superior Court. These 
State em ployees and agencies can spend their efforts on more serious 
cases. The Slate will not have to hire additional probation officers 
and attorneys to handle an increased load o f  juvenile offenders.

Cost per case to the State:
$67,000 (average salary o f  Juvenile PO's directly accepting referrals) x 
7 (Juvenile PO's) /  916 (referrals rec'd in 2002) =  $512 per case. NSYC 
accepted 120 cases during 2002 x $512 saving the State $ 6 1 ,4 4 0 .

2. Juvenile offenders who face consequences for m isdem eanor offenses are
less likely to continue to commit crim es or to commit more serious



crim es. This reduces the case loads not only on the state employees 
listed above, but also on state and local police forces.

The N SY C  maintains a recidivism  rate o f  less than 10% in com parison to 
the State's 24% recidivism  rate. S ov iet's  say that a  youth, as a 
result o f  being held accountable for a criminal act in youth  court, does 
not engage in crim inal behavior in the future. In  the absence o f  this 
program , he or she would not be held accountable by the  D ivision o f  
Juvenile Justice. It costs the state $170 per day (in  Fairbanks) 
to incarcerate/institutionalize a juvenile who has been form ally 
adjudicated by the division. O ut o f  100 cases per year, let's conservatively 
estim ate that 5 o f  these youth have made choices that have not led to 
future criminal behavior ^ felony level Tor m ultiple m isdem eanors) 
that w ould result in for- u f  ud ica tion  and a period o f  lock-up. Five 
youth x $ 170/day x 6 m om h stay in a  home or detention facility =  $ 1 5 3 ,0 0 0  

direct savings to the State

3. Juvenile offenders cause expensive property dam age not only to 
private parties but also to state and local government property. Youth 
courts seek and enforce restitution for vandalism  and theft. Anything 
youth courts can to to dim inish property crimes w ill benefit the State.

4. Y outh courts are operating independent court system s w ith V OLU N TEER 
attorneys, judges, and court personnel. I f  the State w ere to  attem pt to 
replace youth courts w ith an equivalent court system, the State would
have to  em ploy attorneys, paralegals, court personnel, and judges, w ith 
current State wages and benefits. It is almost inconceivably 
cost-effective to have these legal and judicial positions filled for 
FREE by teen-age volunteers.

5. Y outh courts provide legal training for many youth. These youth, 
even if  they never participate in a youth court, have had basic 
education in crim inal and juvenile law, the ethics o f  being an attorney, 
the roles o f  police, prosecutors, defense attorneys, and judges, and the 
im pact o f  crime on victims and the community. This kind o f  education 
m akes teen-agers more aware o f  the impact o f  crim e, w hat constitutes 
crim inal behavior, and w hy the legal system operates as it does. Such 
educated youth can be expected to be more law-abiding because o f  their 
education. To duplicate this kind o f  training as a State activity would 
require hiring professional teachers or attorneys. The S tate benefits 
from better educated youth w ithout having to pay for it.

B ig  B r o t h e r s  B ig  S is te rs  -  G r e a te r  F a i r b a n k s  A r e a :

Big B rothers Big Sisters, by matching at-risk kids w ith positive adult role-models, is a positive youth 
developm ent and prevention program, preventing such behaviors as delinquency, drug and alcohol 
abuse, teenage pregnancy, and failure at school. The costs o f  the alternatives to prevention are 
staggering. Institutional drug rehabilitation costs approxim ately $500 a  day. Incarceration o f  a minor



costs $62,050 per year. The cost o f  one full time caseworker, providing services to over 50 matched 
and 30 unm atched at-risk children for a full year is less than 1/2 the cost o f  incarcerating a  single 
juvenile. The num ber o f  school-aged children in the Borough is 16,337. The number o f  youth arrests 
is approxim ately 450, making the juvenile arrest rate about 3%. I f  we apply that arrest rate to the 402 
kids served by B ig Brothers Big Sisters, we can conservatively estim ate that 12 youngsters would have 
been arrested if  they hadn’t received our services. I f  even only two had gone on to be incarcerated, the 
cost to the State would have been $124,100. This is a  very conservative estimate, as the population we 
serve has higher risk factors than the general population from  which we are calculating the arrest rate.

In 2002 over 35,000 hours o f  companionship, mentoring and friendship w ere provided by our 
volunteer Big Brothers and Big Sisters to the children with w hom  they were matched. W hen 
compared to the cost o f  professional counseling services (m uch o f  which could potentially be medicaid 
billable) at a rate o f  anywhere from  $50 to $200 per hour, this represents a savings o f  betw een 
$1,750,000 to $7,000,000.

F a ir b a n k s  C o m m u n i t y  F o o d  B a n k :

In the past tw elve months we have provided food assistance in the following ways:
F O O D  B O X  P R O G R A M : 27,000 different people in the Fairbanks N orth Star Borough and 

Delta have received a minimum o f  20 pounds o f  food each. H alf o f  the people served are local 
children.

W O O D E N  N I C K E L S :  1500 overnight emergency sacks o f  food.

B O N E B U IL P E R S: 143 street children w ere served 4,453 pounds o f  food in com m unity 
donated backpacks.

U S D A  C O M M O D I T I E S ,  T E F A P : Once a month distribution o f  government food which 
supplements over 1,000 enrolled households. One-third o f  these households are military.

C O M M O D I T Y  S U P P L E M E N T A L  F O O D  P R O G R A M  ( C S F P k  Once a month 
commodities program  w hich extends services to WIC clientele and to seniors over 60. The caseload 
for this program  is 1100.

There is NO  duplication o f  services between the local food box program  and the U SD A  
Commodities food programs.

•  W e  d o  th is  w o r k  w i t h  a n  a n n u a l  b u d g e t  o f  a p p r o x im a t e ly  $300,000. This is possible 
because we are primarily a volunteer agency and recycle com m unity surplus items, such 
as food, plastic sacks, paper sacks. There is no easy way to place a value o n  those 
recyclable items because we do not have processing centers in A laska for such items as 
cardboard and plastic, so the best way is to reuse them, and we do.

• 9/10s o f  the food we collect each day is being discarded by over 100 local com m ercial 
vendors. Would that food find it’s way into the City dump if  we w eren’t here? I f  so,



that would im pact our dump w ith  1,800,000 additional pounds/year. The fee charged 
by the Fairbanks N orth Star Borough is $50/ton, so the value o f  900 tons o f  v/asted food 
is $45,000.

O v e r  5 0 %  o f  th e  p e o p le  w e  s e rv e  w i t h  lo c a l s u r p lu s  fo o d  o n ly  n e e d  o n e  o r  t w o  fo o d  

b o x e s  to  g e t  th e m  o v e r  t h e i r  e m e r g e n c y  s i tu a t io n .  Is  th e  a l t e r n a t iv e  o f  (1 )  h a v in g  

f a m i l ie s  n o t  h a v e  n u t r i t i o u s  fo o d  f o r  t h e i r  h o u s e h o ld s , o r  ( 2 )  c o n n e c t in g  th e m  to  

m o r e  e x p e n s iv e  s e rv ic e  d e l iv e r y  s o u rc e s  ( l ik e  fo o d  s ta m p s )  a  g o o d  o p t io n ,  w h e n  w e  

c a n  s im p ly  s o lv e  t h e i r  im m e d ia te  p r o b le m  w i t h  s u r p lu s  fo o d  c o l le c te d  in  th e  

c o m m u n i t y .

In  Fairbanks we have an organized w ay o f  sharing our local resources and a w ay to 
connect the youngest and oldest volunteers with effective and pleasant w ork 
experiences. There is no way to measure the dollar value o f  this gift o f  service to  the 
com munity, but we do log over 17,000 •olunteer hours which we then value at $7.00/hr. 
W ith that sim ple formula, the value o f  ims service to the community is $119,000.

U sing the sam e logic, the food w e collect is very conservatively valued at $ 1.00/pound 
(the national standard is $1.67/pound). That recovers over $2,000,000 o f  surplus food 
in this com m unity each year.

B y providing an outlet for U SD A  food, we facilitate this com munities’ ability tc 
increase food capacity by $80/box/m onth for food provided to households. Last year 
for the TEFA P program  that am ounted to  $336,000 in delivered food . This year we 
will add an additional $88,000/m onth o r $ 1,056,000/annually in the CSFP program.
The total annual value o f  this “new ” food (both TEFAP and CSFP programs) to 
supplem ent local households w ill be $1,392,000. This is food that would not be 
available to share w :th our local people without a food bank distribution point.

There are o ther less definable qualities, such as the idea that if  food was not readily 
available, w ould lb Iks have a need to steal or suffer stress which is m anifested in 
alcoholism , child abuse, domestic violence. We hear stories which lead us to believe 
that, but there is no way to really measure it in dollars and cents.

In  com m unity capacity building, we also give donors a place to invest their hard earned 
dollqrs. O ne donor invested over $2,000,000 in a new building for us (which he would 
not have done w ithout us) and foundations such as Kraft and Rasmuson have invested 
$40,000 - $87,000/year in bricks and m ortar and vehicles. We build com m unity here.



A  L o o k  a t  U n m e t  N e e d s  in  th e  F a i r b a n k s  N o r t h  S t a r  B o r o u g h

t h r o u g h  th e  H e a l t h  a n d  H u m a n  S e rv ic e s  C o m m u n i t y  M a t c h in g  B lo c k  G r a n t

a d m in is t e r e d  b y  th e  F N S B  H e a l t h  a n d  S o c ia l  S e rv ic e s  C o m m is s io n

November 25, 2003

The FNSB H ealth and Social Services Com m ission has developed a scoring rubric to assist 
Com m issioners with the evaluation o f  the grant requests that are submitted each year. This rubric has 
helped the  Commission evaluate each proposal in term s o f  dem onstration o f  community need, efficiency 
and effectiveness o f  program delivery, non-duplication o f  services, and measurable positive outcom es 
produced. Funding decisions are thus based on solid and demonstrable criteria, not reputation o f  agency 
or sm oothness o f  grant-writing. This process has becom e a  true example o f  results-based funding and 
could be a  model for the concept o f  “missions and m easures” that the State is looking to utilize in its ow n 
budget and funding decisions.

In  the developm ent o f  the rubric, it was decided tha t a  minimum score o f 70 would be required for a  
program  to be eligible for funding. In  a recent discussion with Senate President Gene Therriault it was 
suggested that one possible tool for determ ining the unm et social services needs for the B orough would 
be to look at the number o f  grant applications that scored above that benchmark yet were unable to 
receive funding due to the am ount available that year. H ere is a summary:

F Y  2 0 0 1

Funded Program s: 13
Partially funded program: 1
U nfunded Program s scoring over 70: 6

Total distribution 
$ short o f  request: 
$ short o f  request

$578,797 
$ 41,214 
$284,277

Partially funded program: 
U nfunded Programs:

F Y  2 0 0 2

Funded Programs:
Partially funded program:
U nfunded Program s scoring over 70:

FN A  Chronic Inebriate Program
Fairbanks Counseling & Adoption Child Abuse & Neglect P revention
A LPA  & Literacy Council Family Literacy Program
Boys & Girls Clubs A fter School Programs
Love, Inc. T ransportation Program
Cam pfire Boys and Girls Public Housing Center Program
Fairbanks Com m unity M ental Health Homeless Outreach

13 Total distribution
1 $ short o f  r ;uest

$576,724 
$ 33,183

$ short o f  request $143,970

Partially funded program: 
U nfunded Programs:

N ational Senior Service Corps Transportation program 
FN A  Chronic Inebriate Program 
The Salvation Arm y Hom elessness Prevention 
Cam pfire B oys and Girls After School Programs 
Fairbanks Crisis C linic Suicide Prevention



FY 2003**
Funded Programs: 10 Total distribution $481,512
Partially funded program: 1 $ short o f  request $ 36,590
U nfunded Programs scoring over 70: 5 $ short o f  request $204,983

Partially funded program: National Senior Service Corps Transportation program
U nfunded Programs: Access A laska A daptive Equipm ent program

Interior Alaska Center for Non-Violent Living Suicide prevention 
BreadLine Soup K itchen and D ay Labor programs 
The Salvation A rm y D ental Care program 
Literacy Council o f  A laska Adult Literacy program

**Funds available for distribution had been reduced at the State level from  the prior year 
Im pact to Fairbanks: $97,285 less funding available (could have funded 3 additional program s)

FY 2004****
Funded Programs: 6 Total distribution $331,014
Partially funded program: 1 $ short o f  request $ 18,544
U nfunded Programs scoring over 70: 7 $ short o f  request $333,500

Partially funded program: Interior AIDS Association M ethadone Program
U nfunded Programs: National Senior Service Corps Transportation program

Hospice o f  the Tanana Valley Patient Care and Bereavement
ACCA Early Intervention program s
BreadLine Soup K itchen and D ay Labor programs
FNA Chronic Inebriate Program
Boys & Girls C lubs Summer D ay Camp
Fairbanks Counseling and A doption Teen Wilderness program

****Funds available for distribution had again been reduced at the State level from the prior year
Im pact to Fairbanks: $150,498 less funding available (could have funded four additional program s)

Total reduction in dollars available TO FAIRBANKS AREA PROGRAM S (combined State and local) 
over the last two years is approximately $250,000. That is a 43%  reduction since FY2002. M ost o f  the 
program s applying for funds from this source either prevent the need for state-funded services o r provide 
a cost-efficient alternative to state programs. The long term effect o f  this reduction will be an  increase in 
cost to the State -  in terms o f  M edicaid spending, public assistance, and both juvenile and adult 
incarceration. We need to reverse this trend!

This year w e are anticipating that M at/Su will apply for funds through this Block Grant as they are now  
eligible due to the growth in their population. M at/Su’s participation will drastically further reduce funds 
available to the FNSB unless an increase is sought.
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Written Testimony fo r Finance Committee on Operating Budget

S u b je c t :  W r i t t e n  T e s t im o n y  f o r  F in a n c e  C o m m it te e  o n  O p e r a t in g  B u d g e t  

D a te :  Thu, 04 M ar 2004 15:46:45 -0900 
F r o m :  "Nevada Bovee" <Ncvada@ northernschoolsfcu.org>

T o :  <fairbanks_lio@ legis.state.ak.us>
C C : <Danielle_Brown@ legis.state.ak.us>

Thank you f o r  th e  i n v i t a t i o n  to  p ro v id e  te s tim o n y  to  th e  F in an ce  
Com m ittee on th e  o p e ra t in g  b u d g e t.

My name i s  Nevada Bovee. I  l i v e  a t  1845 C aribou  Way in  F a irb a n k s ,
A la sk a , I  have l i v e d  in  A laska f o r  more th a n  25 y e a rs  and my husband i s  
a l i f e l o n g  A laskan  and b u s in e s s  ow ner. Becween u s , my husband and I  have 
fo u r  c h i ld r e n .  I  grew  up in  F a irb a n k s  and a t te n d e d  p u b l ic  sc h o o l a s  w e ll 
a s  l a t e r  on a t te n d e d  and g ra d u a te d  Magna Cum Laude from  th e  U n iv e r s i ty  
o f  A laska  F a irb a n k s . My d a u g h te rs  and s te p s o n s  have a l s o  a t te n d e d  p u b l ic  
s c h o o l and my o ld e s t  d a u g h te r  i s  c u r r e n t ly  a t te n d in g  UAF, and my o ld e s t  
s te p s o n  h as  r e c e n t ly  com pleted  s e r v a l  c l a s s e s  a t  UAF.

I  am an a c t iv e  p a r t i c i p a n t  in  my community and have been  f o r  many 
y e a r s .  I  c u r r e n t ly  s e rv e  a s  C h a ir  o f  th e  F a irb a n k s , Chamber o f  Commerce 
E d u c a tio n  Com m ittee and P r e s id e n t  o f th e  F a irb an k s  C h ap te r o f  th e  
U n iv e r s i ty  o f A lask a  Alumni A s s o c ia t io n ,  I  a l s o  p a r t i c i p a t e  w ith  my 
d a u g h te rs  P a re n t S tu d e n t T each er A s s o c ia t io n .  In  a d d i t io n  to  my c i v i c  
in v o lv em en t, I  p a r t i c i p a t e  in  th e  community th ro u g h  my jo b  a s  V ice 
P r e s id e n t  o f M ark e tin g  fo r  N o rth e rn  S choo ls  F e d e ra l C r e d i t  U nion. I 
p ro v id e  f r e e  w orkshops and sem in ars  f o r  yo u th  in  ou r s c h o o ls  and f o r  
a d u l t s  in  t r a n s i t i o n  on th e  F undam entals o f P e rso n a l F in a n c e , C a re e r  and 
Employment S t r a t e g i e s ,  and I n te r p e r s o n a l  S k i l l  and Com m unication 
D evelopm ent. I have a l s o  p a r t i c i p a t e d  in  s e v e ra l  p a n e ls  to  h e lp  in fo rm  
p a r e n ts  and s tu d e n ts  on . a i io u s  o p tio n s  f o r  f in a n c in g  h ig h e r  e d u c a tio n  
and have s e rv e d  on an a d v is o ry  group  w ith  West V a lle y  High School 
C o u n se lin g  D epartm ent to  h e lp  d ev e lo p  and ev o lv e  v a r io u s  s tu d e n t  
program s and community r e l a t i o n s .  I  have been a member o f  th e  C hoice 
L ions group  and have h e lp e d  w ith  many o th e r  o rg a n iz a t io n s  and fund 
r a i s i n g  e f f o r t s  o v e r  th e  y e a r s .  I  am a r e g i s t e r e d  v o te r ,  v o te  a t  a l l  
e l e c t i o n s  and en co u rag e  my fa m ily , f r i e n d s  and o th e r s  to  be in fo rm ed  
v o t e r s .

I  r e a l i z e  you a l l  have a v e ry  c h a l le n g in g  s i t u a t i o n  w ith  th e  b u dget and 
f i s c a l  gap and I  th a n k  you fo r  y o u r co n ce rn s  and commitment to  fu n d in g  
f o r  e d u c a tio n , h e a l th  and s o c i a l  s e r v ic e s ,  and p u b l ic  s a f e ty .  I  d id  
have an o p p o r tu n i ty  to  t a l k  w ith  many L e g i s la to r s  l a s t  week when I 
a t te n d e d  th e  Ju neau  F ly - in  w ith  a d e le g a t io n  o f  th e  C o a l i t io n  o f  S tu d e n t 
L ead ers  o f th e  U n iv e r s i ty  o f A lask a ; and w hat I  h e a rd  was t h a t  e d u c a tio n  
i s  a to p  p r i o r i t y  and you w ould l i k e  in p u t  on how we, th e  c i t i z e n s  o f  
A la sk a , would p^y f o r  th e  s t a t e ' s  e d u c a t io n a l  needs a lo n g  w ith  f i n a n c i a l  
needs f o r  s o c ia l  s e r v ic e s ,  p u b l ic  s a f e ty ,  D epartm ent o f  N a tu ra l 
R eso u rces  and a l l  th e  o th e r  f i n a n c i a l  needs to  keep t h i s  s t a t e  ru n n in g  
a t  o p tim a l and h e a l th y  l e v e l s .  I  a l s o  r e a l i z e  th e re  a r e  no ea sy  
s o lu t i o n s ,  i f  th e r e  w ere you would have a l re a d y  d is c o v e re d  and 
im plem ented  them. You m ust co n c in u e  to  work fo r  c r e a t iv e  s o lu t i o n s ,  be 
w i l l in g  to  u se  r e s o u rc e s  t h a t  a r e  p o l i t i c a l l y  h o t,  and. to  c r e a te  
o p p o r tu n i t i e s  f o r  f u tu r e  rev en u e  s tre a m s  th a t  w i l l  meet th e  needs o f ou r 
c i t i z e n s .  W hile th e  av e ra g e  c i t i z e n  may n o t l i k e  th e  id e a  o f  ta x e s  and 
u s in g  th e  Perm anent Fund we have to  be r e a l i s t i c .  Having $27+ b i l l i o n  
d o l l a r s  in  th e  Perm anent Fund and n o t u s in g  re a so n a b le  p o r t io n s  o f  th e  
money to  meet th e  n eed s  o f e s s e n t i a l  program s such a s  e d u c a tio n  and 
h e a l th  and s o c ia l  s e r v ic e s  now i s  l i k e  a m i l l i o n a i r e  who ch o o ses  to  l i v e  
hom eless and in  i l l - h e a l t h  and fo r c e s  h i s  fam ily  to  do th e  same. The 
fund h as  grown s u b s t a n t i a l l y  o v e r th e  l a s t  s e v e ra l  y e a rs  and s u r e ly  i t  
can  s u s t a in  i t s e l f  (even in  a poo r m arke t c y c le )  w ith o u t r e in v e s t in g  
such h ig h  p e rc e n ta g e s  o f  th e  e a rn in g s  back in to  th e  fund j u s t  to  p r o te c t  
i t s  v a lu e .

I o f  3 3/4/2004 5 :29 PM

mailto:Ncvada@northernschoolsfcu.org
mailto:fairbanks_lio@legis.state.ak.us
mailto:Danielle_Brown@legis.state.ak.us


Written Testimony lo r  Finance Committee on Operating Budget

I ,  f o r  one, am re a d y  to  u se  e a rn in g s  from th e  Perm anent Fund to  h e lp  
p ro v id e  th e  n e c e s s a ry  money. I  su p p o r t POMV and would a l s o  s u p p o r t an 
e d u c a tio n  ta x  to  p ro v id e  ongoing  funds t h a t  would be d e d ic a te d  to  th e  
n eed s  o f  a l l  o u r  s t a t e ' s  s c h o o l d i s t r i c t s .  Our s c h o o ls ,  b o th  K-12 and 
U n iv e r s i ty  o f  A laska  have been  trim m ing b u d g e ts  f o r  s e v e r a l  y e a r s  now. 
The U n iv e r s i ty  o f  A laska h as  trim m ed $20 m i l l io n  d o l l a r s  in  th e  l a s t  few 
y e a r s  and s tu d e n ts  have a g re e d  to  a  t u i t i o n  in c r e a s e  o f 10% p e r  y e a r  
o v e r  a  th r e e  y e a r  p e r io d .  Our lo c a l  sch o o l d i s t r i c t  has  c u t  s e v e r a l  
a d m in is t r a t iv e  p o s i t i o n s ,  c u t  e d u c a t io n a l  program s su ch  a s  summer 
s c h o o l,  and have in c re a s e d  o r  in c o rp o ra te d  new fe e s  f o r  s e v e r a l  program s 
in c lu d in g  co rre sp o n d en ce  c l a s s e s .  The U n iv e r s i ty  and th e  F a irb a n k s  N orth  
S ta r  Borough School D i s t r i c t  have a l s o  been in c r e a s in g  rev en u e  from 
g r a n ts  and v a r io u s  a u t h o r i ty  r e c e i p t s  to  h e lp  f u l f i l l  t h e i r  budget 
n e e d s . However, w ith o u t f u l l  fu n d in g  a t  th e  s t a t e  and lo c a l  l e v e l  some 
o f th e s e  m atch ing  g r a n ts  w i l l  no lo n g e r  be a v a i l a b l e ,  c a u s in g  even 
g r e a t e r  h a rd s h ip  to  lo c a l  b u d g e t n e e d s . S tu d e n ts  in  A nchorage have been 
p a y in g  f e e s  to  p a r t i c i p a t e  in  e x t r a c u r r i c u l a r  s p o r t s  and t h a t  t r e n d  i s  
s p re a d in g  a c ro s s  th e  s t a t e .  My p o in t  i s  th a t  th e  le a d e r s  o f  th e  th e s e  
p u b l ic  s e r v ic e s  re c o g n iz e  th e  need  f o r  e f f i c i e n c y  and a r e  d o in g  what 
th e y  can , how ever th e y  a r e  n o t in  th e  same p o s i t i o n  a s  a r e g u la r  p r iv a t e  
b u s in e s s .  They do n o t  have m u l t ip le  rev en u e  s tre a m s  and many o f  th e  
f ix e d  c o s t s  a r e  m andated, th u s  th e y  can n o t be re d u c e d . They a r e  p u b l ic  
s e r v ic e s  and a s  such  sh o u ld  be  funded  by -he p u b l ic  r e s o u r c e s .  In  
a d d i t io n ,  we m ust s u p p o r t o u r L e g i s l a t o r s '  e f f o r t s  to  f in d  s o lu t io n s  to  
r e s o lv e  th e  PERS and TERS i s s u e s  t h a t  b e f a l l  a l l  o u r  p u b l ic  s e r v ic e  
o r g a n iz a t io n s .  As y ■'u know th e  TERS and PERS is s u e  i s  n o t a s in g le  
o n e - tim e  f i x .  The in c re a s e d  m andated em ployer c o n t r ib u t io n s  w i l l  have a 
m ajo r im pact on th e s e  o r g a n iz a t io n a l  b u d g e ts  f o r  th e  n e x t th r e e  o r  more 
y e a r s .  So we m ust lo o k  f o r  a lo n g - te rm  s o lu t io n s  and  n o t a  o n e -tim e  
q u ic k  f i x .

I am n o t p le a s e d  w ith  th e  p ro p o sed  c u ts  o f  th e  GOP M a jo r i ty  o r  our 
lo c a l  School B oard. I  would l i k e  to  rem ind you th a t  an e d u c a te d  s o c ie ty  
te n d s  to  make b e t t e r  l i f e s t y l e  d e c is io n s  r e s u l t i n g  in  b e t t e r  h e a l th  and 
low er h e a l th  c a re  c o s t s .  P r e v e n ta t iv e  h e a l th  c a re  has  a l s o  been p roven  
to  re d u c e  c o s ts  o f  t r e a tm e n t in  th e  long  ru n . By making th e  d ra m a tic  
c u t s  to  th e  M edicaid  program , in  my o p in io n , i s  t r u l y  ta k in g  a s te p  
backw ards and w i l l  c o s t  th e  S ta t e  o f  A laska more money in  th e  lo n g  ru n .

The F a irb a n k s  N orth  S ta r  Borough needs y o u r s u p p o r t in  E d u ca tio n  and 
S o c ia l  S e rv ic e s .  The p ro p o sed  c u ts  w i l l  have a m a jo r im pact on th e  
q u a l i t y  o f  e d u c a tio n  and th e  q u a l i t y  o f  l i f e  in  o u r com m unity. The lo s s  
o f  100 te a c h e r s  and 20 o th e r  s p e c ia l  s t a f f  i s  e x tre m e ly  u n d e s i r a b le .  
E d u c a tio n  i s  much more th a n  th e  T hree Rs. Add th e  A r ts ,  Languages and 
E x t r a c u r r i c u l a r  S p o r ts  to  R ead ing , W ritin g  and A r ith m e tic  and th e n  you 
have a  com prehensive , w e ll rounded  e d u c a tio n  th a t  w i l l  b e n e f i t  th e  
e n t i r e  community and S ta t e  o f  A la sk a . These a d d i t io n a l  e d u c a t io n a l  
o p p o r tu n i t i e s  te a c h  fu ndam en ta l s k i l l s  and s tu d e n t  le a r n  c r i t i c a l  
l e a r n in g  p ro c e s s e s  a s  w e l l .  A w e ll rounded e d u c a tio n  p ro v id e s  s tu d e n ts  
w ith  s t r o n g e r  le a d e r s h ip  s k i l l s ,  in t e r p e r s o n a l  s k i l l  developm ent, 
c o - o p e r a t io n  and  team  work th a t  w i l l  s e rv e  them on a  fa m ily  l e v e l  and 
employment l e v e l .  The A rts  and S p o r ts  a l s o  a llo w  s tu d e n ts  to  d ev e lo p  
c r i t i c a l  th in k in g  s k i l l s ,  in d e p e n d e n t le a r n in g ,  c r e a t i v i t y ,  tim e 
management s k i l l s ,  and many o th e r  s e l f  management s k i l l s ,  in c lu d in g  
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  and a c c o u n ta b i l i t y  to  a g r e a t e r  c a u se .

Our s tu d e n ts  who l i v e  and le a r n  in  A laska need to  f e e l  c o n f id e n t  th a t  
th e y  w i l l  f in d  work in  A laska  th a t  w i l l  pay a fa m ily  wage. We need  to  
keep  th e  t a l e n te d  te a c h e r s ,  e n g in e e r s ,  m ed ica l p r o f e s s io n a l s ,  and th e  
p e o p le  in  so many o th e r  v o c a t io n s  in  A lask a . By n o t fu n d in g  th e s e  
p rogram s and re d u c in g  e s s e n t i a l  te a c h in g  program s now we w i l l  lo s e  th e s e  
t a l e n t e d  and d ev o ted  p e o p le  to  o th e r  s t a t e s  and th e y  may n o t be so 
in c l in e d  to  r e tu r n  when th e  s t a t e  g e t s  to  b e t t e r  f i n a n c i a l  f o o t in g .  We
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need  to  p r o t e c t  o u r human re s o u rc e s  f o r  th e  f u tu r e  o f A lask a  a s  w e ll  as 
ou r n a t u r a l  r e s o u r c e s .

Thank you fo r  y o u r tim e and a t t e n t i o n  to  my v iew s. I  w ould a l s o  l i k e  to  
s t a t e  t h a t  I  have le a rn e d  q u i t e  a b i t  a b o u t th e  c h a l le n g e s  t h i s  s t a t e  
and my lo c a l  community fa c e  o v e r th e  l a s t  few y e a r s .  Sometimes I  th in k  
one o f  you r g r e a t e s t  c h a l le n g e s  i s  e d u c a tin g  th e  p u b l ic  on th e  i s s u e s  
and o p t io n s  so  th a t  th ey  can make r e s p o n s ib le  d e c i s io n s .  I  f e e l  
c o n f id e n t  th a t  p e o p le  w i l l  make th e  a p p r o p r ia te  d e c is io n s  g iv e n  enough 
in fo rm a tio n  and have th e  a b i l i t y  to  r e a l i z e  th a t  th e  em o tions and 
o p in io n s  sh o u ld  n o t be th e  fund am en ta l fo cu s  o f  th e  i s s u e s .  I  w ould l i k e  
to  le a v e  you w ith  a q u o te  th a t  has im p ressed  me fo r  more th a n  20 y e a r s .  
"As th e  in d iv id u a l  grows th e  community g ro w s."  I am j u s t  one o f  many 
p rim e exam ples o f  th e  t h i s  tru is m . P le a s e  know th a t  I  am c o u n tin g  on you 
to  s ta y  s tro n g  and make th o s e  tough  d e c is io n s  th a t  may n o t a lw ays be 
p o p u la r  b u t may be th e  r i g h t  th in g  to  do.

Nevada Bovee 
1845 C aribou  Way 
F a irb a n k s , AK 99709

Nevada Bovee
V ice P re s id e n t ,  M arketing

N o rth e rn  S choo ls  and you, a w inn ing  com b in a tio n !

3 o n 3/4/2004 5 :29 I'M



M a rc h  3 , 2 0 0 4
C l i f f  B u r g l i n :  P .O .  B ox 7 0 1 3 1  F a i r b a n k s ,  A l a s k a  
P h o n e  9 0 7  4 5 2 - 5 1 4 9  f a x  907  4 5 2 - 5 2 0 3

P r e c i o u s  L i v e s  F o r  C h e a p  O i l

A c c o r d i n g  t o  a  r e c e n t  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  P e t r o l e u m  E n c y c l o p e d i a ,  
p l u s  a n  O i l  & G a s  J o u r n a l  d i r e c t o r y ,  t h e  M i d - E a s t  p r o d u c e s
2 1 . 5 6 9 . 0 0 0  b a r r e l s  o f  o i l  p e r  d a y ,  v a l u e d  a t  $36  p e r  b a r r e l  a n d  
t r i l l i o n s  o f  c u b i c  f e e t  o f  N a t u r a l  g a s ,  v a l u e d  a t  $ 5 .2 6  p e r
1 .0 0 0  c u b i c  f e e t .  T h e  o i l  r e s e r v e s  o f  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  c o u n t r i e s :  
K u w a i t ,  S a u d i  A r a b i a ,  I r a n ,  I r a q ,  a n d  A bu D h a b i ,  a r e  6 86  b i l l i o n  
b a r r e l s .  Som e o f  t h e s e s  f i e l d s  h a v e  b e e n  p r o d u c i n g  h i g h  g r a d e  o i l  
p r o f i t a b l y  f r o m  s h a l l o w  d e p t h s  s i n c e  1 9 3 9 .

M o s t o f  t h i s  o i l  i s  m a r k e t e d  b y  B P , S h e l l ,  E x x o n , C h e v r o n ,  a n d  
T e x a c o .  T h i s  o i l  i s  r e f i n e d  i n  E u r o p e ,  J a p a n  a n d  R u s s i a .

T h e  U .S .  i m p o r t s  m o s t  o f  i t ' s  o i l  f r o m  C a n a d a ,  M e x ic o  a n d  
V e n e z u e l a  a n d  p r o d u c e s  a l l  o f  i t ' s  o i l  f r o m  t h e  r e s e r v e s  o f  
p r o d u c i n g  s t a t e s ,  i n c l u d i n g  A l a s k a .  T h e  U .S .  n e e d s  v e r y  l i t t l e ,  i f  
a n y ,  o i l  f r o m  t h e  M i d - E a s t .

T h e  o n l y  r e a s o n  o u r  t r o o p s  a r e  f i g h t i n g  a n d  d y i n g  i n  t h e  
M id _ E a s t  i s  t o  p r o t e c t  t h i s  o i l  a n d  g a s ,  s o  t h a t  t h e s e  A m e r ic a n ,  
B r i t i s h ,  D u tc h  a n d  R u s s i a n  c o r p o r a t i o n s  c a n  m ak e  m o re  t r i l l i o n s  o f  
d o l l a r s .  I f  t h e s e  c o r p o r a t i o n s  h a d  t o  p a y  f o r  t h e i r  own o i l ,  i t  
w o u ld  c o s t  o v e r  $ 1 0 0  p e r  b a r r e l .

A l a s k a  c o u l d  e a s i l y  p r o d u c e  e n o u g h  o i l  a n d  g a s  s o  t h a t  t h e r e  
w o u ld  b e  n o  r e a s o n  f o r  o u r  f i n e  s e r v i c e  p e r s o n n e l  t o  b e  r i s k i n g  a n d  
g i v i n g  t h e i r  l i v e s  f o r  t h e s e  c o r r u p t ,  g r e e d y  c o r p o r a t i o n s .



Mar-1 1-04 09:53am From- y-526 P .02 /02 F-660

COOK IN LET 

T R I B A  L 

COUNCIL. INC.

<5 M arch 10, 2004

«; Legislative Finance D ivision
3 House Finance Com m inee
i  P .O .B ox  113200
g Juneau, A laska 99811 -3200

I
g Dear House Finance Committee:
y
^  As the President o f  Cook Inlet Tribal Council, Inc, a non-profit organization committing
|  to serving A laska Natives and American Indians in the H um an and Social Services field,
£  I strongly oppose the proposed reduction o f $126,000 in general funds to the Dept, o f
5 Labor and W orkforce Developm ent, Vocational Rehabilitation Services Program.
K
: A reduction o f  $126,000 in general funds would actually am ount to a loss o f  federal

o matching tunds o f  $126,000. This equates to S256,000 that will not be available to the
B d  Division o f  Vocational Rehabilitation to deliver vocational rehabilitation services to
2; « people w ith disabilities and to help them become employed.

u • >
S o  I f  the proposed funding cut occurs, the Division o f  Vocational Rehabilitation anticipates
^  £ implementing an Order o f  Selection for Vocational Rehabilitation Services which would

  result in a w ait list to an estimated 420 individual:; with disabilities. Furthermore,
provision o f  Vocational Rehabilitation Services to Rural A laska would be adversely
affected as satellite offices in  Kodiak and Sitka will be closed.

(N
rv
C nrs
*->
o
CN

I urge you io reconsider the reduction o f  $126,000 in General Funds from the Dept o f  
Labor and W orkforce Development, Division o f  Vocational Rehabilitation, FY  2005 

*  budget.

oo
CNVN

Sincerely;

S ______
5  /Glojrla Q ^ id e n t  and CEO

  Council, Inc.
2  2700 Cordova Street

Anchorage Alaska 99503



U \C
My name is Gail B ak er,H ive at 7670 B-B cmglas~Hwy, I am 49 years o f  age. I 

have a documented Learning Disability. 1 have been involved with the 

Deptmartment o f Vocational Rehabilitation since I began collage 5 years 

Ago. 1 am'Avorking on a Associates o f  Arts degree with 4 credits to go and a 

bachelors degree in Social Science with and em phasis in history, w ith 35 

credits to go . The Department o f  Vocational Rehabilitation in my case has 

made sure my learning disability is fully documented, Thay have helped with 

the cost o f  tutors, and testing,and have been there to help me succeed in my 

atempt to receive a university degree. I know that the Department o f  

VocationalRehabbilitation will be there to help me acquire the type o f  

employment I have been working so hard towards.

The Department o f  Vocational Rehabilitation has been there for hundreds o f  thousands 

disabled people helping them achieve their lull potential, and at the same 

time helping them become full participating members o f  society.The Department o f  

Vocational Reha^bilation is a viable enity and should remain as such.

Dear Committee members



03/08/04

Dear M em bers o f  the Finance Committee,
My Name is Bill Burk
1 hold my M asters in Special Education, and have worked with the Handicapped since the 
70s. I am presently on the Local Board o f  the Sjiecial Olympic, and am very active in 
both the Local and the State games. I would like to express my concern to this committee 
as to the proposed budget cut that is adm inistration wants to do the Independent Living 
Programs State wide. The Southeast A laska Independent Living here in Juneau provides 
necessary services for the handicapped in Southeast Alaska. As I am sure the others do 
through the state. Here in Juneau SAIL provides Assistants to the deaf and throughout 
Southeast They help with the W inter Special Olympics and train the local Athletes to 
com pete in the State W inter games, The ORCA provides recreation to the handicapped 
that they would not get. I as a Resident o f  this great state urge this administration not to 
cut the funding o f  the special needs people o f  our state. These budget cuts will not only 
hurt the all the people o f  Alaska, but the put A laska out o f  com pliance with the Federal 
A m erican’s With Disabilities Act In which we will loosed federal monies it will also set 
the State o f  Alaska back to the 60’s and 70’s when the handicapped had no rights. Thank 
you for your time

Bill Burk
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March 5, 2004

RE: HB 75. Vocational Rehabilitation Funds

.Alter learning from  Voc Rehab that the budget cut would prevent them from serving -IS# o f  their 
clients as o f  January ] , 2005, 1 compared last year's budget to this year and found that tho overall 
cuts as far as I could tell would result in a loss o f  $1,090,400. Losing the ability lo serve 4 5 0  
clients is a lose, lose, lose! Voc Rehab by definition means to rehabilitate for work. Voc Rehab 
clients are hard working people. It is important to them to be able to work!

#1 Loss: The "Federal O rder o f Selection" rules will go into play with the loss o f  client services. 
That means that the people who are not served are the ones who could go to work with tiie 
smallest amount o f  help. They could easily be assisted to get back into the workforce and make a 
full living for themselves. Instead they lose hope.

#2 Loss: T he money we put in the pot gels a dollar lor dollar match from the leds, so we lose 
twice the money that would have been put into voc rehab services.

•73 Loss: When people can not gel to work because they need some* assistance, they not only lose 
hope, but we get them pushed onto welfare roles. Not able to make a living they must have 
greater assistance. This assistance will be another big loss.

We just can't afford this kind o f  budgeting. It will hurt us so much more than the straight dollars 
taken from the clients o f  voc rehab.

This must be fixed! The “Federal O rder of Selection'’ is fancy jargon to salve our feelings of 
responsibility when we throw good people away. Restore fully the cut to the Voc Rehab budget.

Doii.s Robbins



Vocational Rehabilitation Division (excerpt 3/4/041

Affected Program: Dollar Amount(s): Fund Sourcc(s):

Client Services ($126,000) GF Match (of federal tiuids)

Proposed Change:

Client Services -  Reduce $ 126,000 in general funds match and lose a corresponding $ 126,000 in federal funds. Due to 
Maintenance of Effort (MOE) requirements (3d CFR 361.62) when states reduce its level of state share contribution, the 
federal grant will be reduced dollar for dollar.

Impact o f the Proposed Change on Services Delivered to the Public:

Client Services -  A S126.000 reduction to the Client Services component will have an affect on the division's ability to deliver 
vocational rehabilitation services to people with disabilities and to help litem become employed. The coiiesponding S12o,00Q 
MOE reduction will cause a compounding impact to the division in the next federal fiscal year.

The division anticipates an inability to serve all eligible participants with this additional reduction, totaling $111.0. ($126.0 t- 
$126.0 MOE + Governors reductions oi $159.0) The Governor’s budget reduced overhead and provided for additional 
streamlined methods of delivery. An additional reduction in Client Service spending will occur with this proposed reduction

The division will closely monitor Federal Order of Selection indicators such as time sensitive eligibility decisions, the creation 
o f informal wait lists and the ability to provide a full range of vocational rehabilitation services to all who are eligible. The 
division will seek to minimize the impact to State and Federal performance measures.

Beginning January 1,2005 the division anticipates implementing an Order of Selection for services, essentially a wait list for 
vocational rehabilitation.

Order of Selection is a federal requirement ifthe State is miable to piovide for the vocational rehabilitation needs of all 
individuals with disabilities who are eligible. >\n Order of Selection is essentially . u approved wait list.

Alaska's Order of Selection lifts tiuee distinct Pnority Categories - Individuals with the Most Significant Disabilities, 
Individuals with Significant Disabilities and Individuals with Disabilities bower priority categories are closed when resources 
arc not adequate to serve all categories

An Order of Selection is Anticipated Mid-Year FY 05:

The division serves 7200 individuals per year. With the Order of Selection implemented January 1,2005. it is estimated 720 
individuals will not receive vocational rehabilitation services that are eligible for them, those individuals will receive a formal 
referral to the Workforce Investment System partners such as the Employment Security Division and the Division of Public 
Assistance for employment and training related services.

With ;m Order of Selection, an esriinaicd 20% reduction in caseload size will result over tire following year. As rural offices 
with limited staff will no longer be efficient, the division will close the Kodiak and Sitka offices in January 200$ It is 
anticipated that nine staff layoffs will occur statewide. Tho State must maintain a statewide seivice delivery system to 
continue to receive federal funding. To accomplish statewide services, rural residents will be served itinerantly. Thus travel 
costs will increase,

V ripple effect wall occur as reductions to client services are made. Private contractors utilized by the division will receive less 
funding, us will private training schools and the University o f Alaska. Reductions will also be made m leases, commodity 
purchases mid personal services costs.
Department of Labor and Workforce Development 
Division of Vocational Rehabilitation



Order of Selection
Relevant Definitions

Prepared by David Quisenborry, Director 

February 26. 2004

Alaska’s Order of Selection (AS 23.15.090) follows federal requirements (34 CFR 361.36) tlrut people with the most severe 
medical limitations are served first if resources do not allow all individuals to be served.

In an Order of Selection, individuals with disabilities are categorized based on die significance of their medical condition(s). 
Functional limitations associated with the medical condition are evaluated in the ureas of mobility, work skills, solf-carc, 
interpersonal skills, communication, self-direction or work tolerance. Counseling staff assesses how the functional limitations 
affect (lie individual's employability and determine if multiple vocational rehabilitation services arc required for the individual 
to become employed. 'Ihe greater number of service needs assist in determining the severity of the disability.

Alaska’s Order of Selection lias three distinct Pnority Categories - Individuals with the Most Significant Disabilities, 
Individuals with Significant Disabilities and Individuals witli Disabilities. Lower priority categories are closed when resources 
are not adequate to serve all categories.

Relevant Definitions:

“Disability”  - a physical or mental impairment that constitutes or results in a substantial impediment to employment. 

“Extended penod of time” - as a guideline, six months or more.

“Individual with a disability” - any individual who has a physical or mental impairment which, for drat individual, constitutes 
or results in a substantial impediment to employment and who can benefit in terms of an employment outcome from 
vocational rehabilitation services.

“ Individual with significant disability” - an individual who has a severe physical or mentalimpainnent which seriously limits 
one or more functional capacities (mobility, communication, self-care, self-direction, interpersonal skills, work tolerance, or 
work skills) in tenns o f an employment outcome and whose vocational rehabilitation can be expected to require multiple 
vocational rehabilitation services over an extended period of time, or is an individual receiving disability benefits under Title U 
or Title XVI of tho Social Security Act.

“Individual with a most significant disability" - ail individual who has a severe physical or mental impairment which seriously 
limits tlircc ormoie functional capacities (mobility, communication, self-care, self-direction, interpersonal skills, work 
tolerance, or work skills) in terms of an employment outcome, and whose vocational rehabilitation can be expected to require 
multiple vocational rehabilitation services over an extended period of time.

“Multiple vocational rehabilitation services’ - two or more primary .services.

“Primary vocational rehabilitation services'1- those services which reduce tho impact of functional limitations on employment 
outcome such as: physical and mental restoiation services, vocational and other training services, placement services, 
interpreter services, occupational licenses, tools, equipment, and initial stocks mid supplies, rehabilitation technology, sensory, 
imd other technological aids and devices, and supported employment services, reader services, rehabilitation teaching, 
orientation mid mobility services tor tho blind as opposed to supportive services winch complement tho provision o f primary 
services such as transportation assistance and financial maintenance support.
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March 8, 2004

RK: Budget Testimony., Tobacco Funds for Prevention

I have been working for many years as a volunteer on issues of substance 
abuse, primarily tobacco as an airborne poison in the form of secondhand 
smoke. Currently, I am working with Juneau Clean Air Coalition, a 
volunteer group that has had more than it can stand of secondhand smoke. 
Personally, I continue to manage a permanent chronic illness brought on by 
exposure to secondhand smoke in the wot kplacc.

I had been hearing rumors from friends from the prevention community 
that more cuts in tobacco funds for prevention may be ahead. As 1 watched 
a House Finance debate, and heard Commissioner Gilbertson say that they 
were again asking that you provide the full 20% of the tobacco funds which 
had been requested last year, but not funded. I was over joyed! I commend 
Governor Murkowski and his staff who recognizes that prevention is 
critical!

It is critical that you fully fund the program for tobacco prevention. That is 
the only way to get the necessary decrease in underage use, which will lead 
to a healthier community. In addition, illnesses caused bv tobacco, directly 
and indirectly, are extremely costly for our state. A special emphasis needs 
to take place with our Native youth, as we have been iess successful in 
decreasing their smoking. You have seen the il& SS statistics showing 
overall improvement for Alaska.

Years ago, 1 was both a teacher aide and teacher at different times, as well 
as bringing up my own three kids who are now on their own. I have seen 
what it takes for young people to succeed. We emphasize passing a test on 
readin,' writin' & 'rithmatic. There is much more required for the success 
of children. They aren’t rats in a cage! With all the had information hitting 
them, how can we expect not to teach prevention and have children learn to 
make good choices? Prevention programs in the schools provide a right 
voice in their ears, or how will they know otherwise? Children must have

mailto:drobbins@gci.nct


Budget Testimony, March 5,200-1 - Tobacco Funds for Prevention

mentors to show them the right paths to take. Part of prevention is 
learning good behaviors so that bad ones will not be substituted.
The National Council of Alcohol and Drug Dependency is right across the 
street from the Capitol. As a member of Juneau Clean Air Coalition, I have 
met in a conference room there, which we have been allowed to borrow, 
weekly for over two years. I have observed some of the positive things for 
youth, which are occurring through them to help keep kids tobacco and 
drug free.

One of the programs in Juneau multiplies the dollars, which they get 
through Teens Against Tobacco Use. This is .1 local program where high 
school students teach the younger kids through skits and programs about 
the value o f staying tobacco free. This is working! These young people arc 
so energized that you could only hope to get campaign volunteers that 
enthusiastic! While young people are at the age of asserting their 
independence for tho first time, they are especially receptive to peer 
influence. That is one reason the Teens Against Tobacco group is so 
valuable. Just as with adults, once a bad behavior is learned you can't jus 
replace it. You must substitute a good behavior in its place. It takes seven 
attempts before an adult is able to stop smoking. Children must make at 
least as much effort as adults. While it is best to prevent a bad behavior 
from starting, early interdiction also works.

About a week ago, 1 accidentally cainc upon one of the prevention 
beneficiaries, who just walked in off the street as Juneau Clean Air was 
ending our regular meeting. The young person apparently felt it to he a 
safe place, and began talking to one of the folks there who was nearing the 
end of a lunch break, without regard for the three or four of us who were 
gathering our things to leave. The young person stood there and said "I 
was here before, because I had to take a class." The young person began 
talking about what was going on, and it became very clear that this was a 
crisis situation. Out of desperation, the youth had returned here because of 
the previous positive experience that had led her/him to feci that someone 
would help. The person there, a counselor said "Would you like to go hack 
to my office and talk?" Lunch ended abruptly and the youth went to talk. 
The first time was court ordered. This time the person is much more likely 
to make a lasting change.

- 2 -



Budget Testimony, March 5,200-1 - Tobacco Fluids for Prevention

Presently, the Juneau program is barebones and they have had to cut the 
programs drastically because of lowered funding last year. Currently, two 
Vista workers are helping them keep prevention in some of the schools. 
While you put Tobacco Fund money into Medicaid, if you want to 
eventually lower Medicaid expenditure, you are better off putting most 
money into prevention.

According to the CDC, at the current S3.8 million, Alaska is only putting 
47% of the recommended tobacco funds into prevention, making us 14th of 
all 50 states. Alaska spending on tobacco prevention amounts to 5.7% of 
the $66.3 million in tobacco-generated revenue the state collects each year 
in tobacco settlement payments and taxes. Keeping that in mind, our 
Alaska costs are:

80 to 150 deaths each year from secondhand smoke.

440 adult deaths each year from smokers' own smoke.

19,500 kids under 18 and alive in Alaska today will die prematurely from 
smoking.

No count of the total who are ill and under care (but not dead) but it is 
extensive and expensive. Irm one of them.

Smoking kills more people than the combined total of: alcohol, AIDS, car 
crashes, illegal drugs, murders, and suicides.

The above facts are available from Tobacco Free Kids, H&SS or the CDC.

Prevention works tremendously well! Please restore funding statewide for 
prevention. Wc really can not afford to do anything else.

Thank you.

( - 0 7

Doris Koh Ivins

- 3  -
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I would like to thank the chairman and the other finance committee members for taking 
the time to hear our testimony. 1 realize these are difficult times with difficult choices.

My name is Ruth Simpson; I am a certified Chemical Dependency counselor and have 
worked in the addiction field since 1985.
I cannot emphasize enough the disservice 1 feel >*ou-wifl-do to countless citizens if  you 
choose to cut funding from treatment, prevention and the Alcohol Safety Action Program. 
The people served by these programs are completely salvageable and once on the right 
road they can and do become some o f  the most creative, passionate, productive people 
you could ever hope to meet.
Chemical Dependency is a disease like any other; it cannot and should not be ignored, 
discounted or dismissed.
It is imperative that you restore money to the ASAP programs; it is through those 
programs that 90% o f  all outpatient referrals (the least expensive form o f  treatment) 
occur. W ithout a com prehensive ASAP program those offenders will slip through the 
cracks and our ability to intervene on their disease is taken away. The cycle o f  drinking 
and re-offending will continue at a must higher rate then we have seen thus far.
We know that ja il is not an effective intervention for addicted people; they need treatment 
and a supportive environment that will enable them to remain clean and sober. I have 
seen the worst o f  outcomes and the best o f  outcomes. W ithout resources we will only see 
those negative outcomes increase. W hen 1 speak o f  negative outcomes I am talking about 
overdose, suicide and vehicular homicide.
In addition to being a CD counselor I also have 22 years o f sobriety. Prior to getting 
sober I cost this community significant amounts o f  money, energy and resources. Had it 
not been for the resources available in this community. I would not have been able to 
reclaim my life and com mit my career to those suffering from this disease.
All o f  my clients could easily be you daughter, sister, or mother. I am asking you to keep 
that in your mind and close to your heart when you’re making these critical decisions.
As a contributing member o f  this community, I would be happy to support treatment 
funding through an income tax.

Thank you for,your time,

5545 North Douglas Hwy 
Juneau, Alaska 99801

is im p so n -n cac ld if lA lk .n c t



National Council on Alcoholism and Drug Dependence
Juneau Affiliate
211 4th Street, Suite 102
Juneau, Alaska 99801

Phone: (907) 463-3755 
Fax: (907) 463-2539 

ncaj@ptialaska.net 
http://www.ncadd.org 

National Intervention Network (800) 654-HOPE

March 8, 2004

The Honorable Bill W illiams, Co-Chair
The Honorable John Harris, Co-Chair
House Finance Comm ittee
Alaska State Legislature
The State Capitol
Juneau, Alaska 99801-1182

Dear Representatives Williams and Harris:

I am Ernie Mueller, the President o f  the Juneau Affiliate o f  the National Council on 
Alcoholism and Drug Dependence. I have been a national and state certified substance 
abuse counselor for the last fifteen years and have worked or volunteered in the field for 
almost twenty years. I was bom and raised in Fairbanks, earned three degrees from the 
University o f  Alaska Fairbanks, and have lived in Juneau for the last thirty years.

Alcohol and dm g abuse is the most serious public health issue in Alaska. About half o f  
all fatal automobile crashes are alcohol related. Alcohol and illicit drugs severely disable 
and kill hundreds o f  Alaskans by direct toxic and medical problems, including heart, 
respiratory, liver, pancreas and nervous system disorders. Alcohol and drugs are 
involved in the majority o f  violent injuries and crimes, including suicide, murder, assault, 
domestic violence and property crimes. Alcohol and dm gs are the cause o f  a large 
number o f  accidental injuries and deaths, including falls, vehicle crashes, drownings, and 
gunshots. Alaska has, for many years, been at or near the top among all the states in per 
capita alcohol consumption.

All o f  us have friends and family who have been killed, disabled o r seriously injured by 
alcohol and dmgs. About twenty years ago my wife and I took two young teenage boys, 
one the son o f  a close friend and the other his buddy, on a hike to  the Herbert Glacier. It 
was wet and cold, but we had a good time, although they kept asking us how much longer 
this was going to last. W e did not have the heart to tell them that they had gone nine 
miles until we returned to the road.

Several years later one o f  these young men, riding in the back o f  a pickup tm ck driven by 
an intoxicated friend, was killed when the tm ck ran o ff the road and rolled over. M ore 
recently the other young man drove o ff the road after a bout o f  drinking. He lived, but is 
a paraplegic, confined to a wheelchair for the rest o f  his life.

I could go on all day, as many o f  you can, with personal stories o f  injury, illness, 
destroyed families, destroyed marriages and destroyed lives all caused, in some way, by

education, information, help and hope

mailto:ncaj@ptialaska.net
http://www.ncadd.org


alcohol and drug use and abuse. I can also talk all day about the good news, those who 
have risen out o f  the devastation o f  alcohol and drug abuse to lead productive, sober and 
happy lives.

Like the man who came up to me at the park last year when I was there with one o f  my 
grandsons. He said, “Ernie I am two years sober and this is my son, pointing to a young 
boy.” Although his family split up due, in part, to alcohol, he now has a job  and shares 
custody with his son.

Or, the mother who came up to me the other day to talk about her teenage son, who had 
been my client following his arrest for drug possession. She was excited to tell me he 
graduated from high school and was now in college, heading for a professional career.

There has been considerable research on prevention and treatment strategies for alcohol 
and drug abuse. We know what works and what doesn’t. We know that the public and 
private costs o f  alcohol and drug abuse in A laska are a half-billion dollars or more every 
year. We know that managing this public health problem will save a major portion o f  
health care, law enforcement, court, corrections and employment dollars. Public funds 
allocated to prevent treat and intervene in alcohol and drug abuse are very cost-effective, 
saving far more than the cost o f  prosecuting and incarcerating offenders alone. We know 
that youth who do not use alcohol before they are 21 are far less likely to have alcohol 
related problems later in life, even when they do drink as adults. We know what works to 
prevent them from early drinking. We know that early intervention and treatment for 
those who have alcohol and drug problems are effective and can return these sufferers to 
success in school, family and jobs. W e know that not intervening brings them closer to 
alcoholism and drug addiction, with all o f  its medical, social and legal problems. We 
know that early intervention, education and outpatient treatment are the most cost- 
effective options.

NCADD has been on the front lines in prevention, intervention and treatm ent o f  alcohol 
and drug disorders in Juneau for almost forty years. NCADD sponsors prevention 
initiatives that work in middle school and high school, the critical ages for youth in 
preventing future problems. Continuing and expanding prevention programs are the most 
cost-effective ways to avoid the high cost o f  treatment, law enforcement, rehabilitation 
and suffering.

NCADD provides alcohol and drug information schools using State-approved curricula to 
youth and adults. These clients are referred through the courts, usually the result o f 
minor consuming or possession or adult DUI offenders. These are typically first time 
offenders, the vast majority o f  which will not reoffend if  they are provided with proper 
consequences for their actions and appropriate education.

NCADD also operates the Juneau Alcohol Safety Action Program under a grant from the 
State. This program screens offenders, refers them to education o r formal assessm ent as 
appropriate, and monitors their progress. If the client fails to comply, affidavits are filed 
with the District Court, which may then issue a bench warrant and enforce compliance.



This service is very like a probation officer function for the many hundreds o f  youth and 
adults arrested for alcohol and drug offenses every year. This program is critical to 
holding offenders accountable.

Other services include special driver skill training directed at reducing the incidence o f  
youth driving under the influence o f  alcohol and drugs, general community prevention 
and interventions for anyone who suffers from alcohol and dm g addiction.

It is my understanding that the Alaska Legislature is considering substantial reductions in 
funding o f  prevention and treatment o f  alcohol and dm g abuse and addiction and for the 
Alcohol Safety Action Program. I appreciate the severe constraints that you have in 
preparing a budget when revenues are so short. This must be balanced by the recognition 
that program cuts today will increase the alcohol and dm g problems Alaskans o f  all ages 
will face in the future. All o f  us need to “keep our eyes on the prize,” a healthy life for 
all Alaskans.

I urge you to fully fund alcohol and other dm g abuse intervention, prevention and 
treatment programs,

Thank you forrhi&oppojrtunity to share my views.

Ernie M ueller, President
National Council on Alcoholism and D m g Dependence 
Juneau Affiliate 
211 Fourth Street 
Juneau, Alaska 99801
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Hi m y name is Dawn Jurado

I w as referred to V oc Rehab by my probation officer and with their help I 
have been able to get m y life on track.

V oc Rehab has:
•  H elped m e stay alcohol free
•  Encouraged m e to work on m y basic skills
•  H elped m e build confidence in m y se lf  and positive work ethics
•  A ssisted me in getting a job  and face reality in the work place

W ithout V oc Rehab I w ould probably have continued to drink and would  
likely be in jail today. Because o f  V R I  am o f f  probation, m y self-esteem  is 
much higher and I have a good job  with bcnoins.

I f funding for all o f  the social service agencies gets cut people are going to 
go crazy and probably get into more trouble because there w ill be no help 
available -  p eop le’s lives are at stake.
Everyone needs som eone to b elieve in them!



TKEAI INC ALC O H O L AND  OTHER DRUG  ABUSE TOR O V fR  20 YEAR

"Where The Healing Begins"

Toll Free : (866)486-3535 
Phone: (907)486-3535 

Fax: (907)486-7689 
115 Mill Bay Road 

Kodiak, Alaska 99615 
Email: safeharbor@ gci.net

Education & Prevention 
Residential & Out-Patient Treatment 
Adolescent Services 
Alcohol & Jrug  Information School 
Referrals & Assessm ents 
Employee Assistance Programs

March 05, 2004

Rc: Vocational Rehabilitation Support

To W hom It May Concern:

A cut in funding to Kodiak’s Vocational Rehabilitation would be a trem endous blow to the services 
Kodiak Council on Alcoholism provides as the majority o f  our clients are in need o f  these services to get their 
lives back on trace as they have been outside the m ainstream o f  society. As the Executive Director o f  Safe 
Harbor I was once one o f  these people and the services that Vocational Rehabilitation provided me allowed me 
to get my degree and become a productive m em ber o f  society as opposed to a burden. If  these services are 
pulled the State will still pay the cost though it will be in the area o f  public safety and the D epartm ent o f  
Corrections.

If you have any further questions please feel free to contact me at the above number. Thank you.

D. Scott Smith, MAPS
Executive Director
Safe Harbor Treatment Facility

mailto:safeharbor@gci.net




Public Comment 
H ouse Finance Com m ittee 
Saturday, March 06, 2004  

Donald E. Roberts Jr.

Re: HB 375 Operating Budget /  Loans Funds;
FIB - 377 Mental Health Budget

Mr Chairman m y name is D on Roberts Jr. I live at 264  L illy  Drive in Kodiak. 
Thank you for this opportunity.

I speak in favor o f  V ocational Rehabilitation com ponent o f  the budget and the 
Mental Health Budget. The long term econom ic and social consequences o f  not 
funding these is far greater than any savings that might be had.

In addition, m any people by virtue o f  their disability m ay not be able to participate 
in these proceedings, it w ould not be reasonable to interpret their silence as lack o f  
concern.

Thank you.
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Good Afternoon...

My Name is Aharon Dolph. I am 22 Years Old.

I am a V.R. Client.

Local V.R. support is important to me because my telephone skills 

for making long distance calls are li mi ted. / /

V.R. has made a big difference in my life.

I got support for a stuttering problem when speech ther a py

was not found anywhere else in Kodiak. / /

I also have support for my job to improve my skills at work. / /  

This has been possible with the local support system in Kodiak.

Local V.R. resources help to make my life better.

Thank you.

Jl'kcK'nm -Do Ip In



iv e a p r tf
For the Hearing, 7^=OM-on March-4th, 2004

Gentlemen:

I am a 66-year resident of Kodiak and have a deep human investment 
here. As a physician I have always been concerned about the people in my 
community. I served on a number of Statea Boards as well as the Borough 
Assembly. More important, I was a founder of a number of non­
government volunteer organizations (NGO's) that were formed to meet 
perceived needs of our people.

As is the case in all developing communities, Kodiak grew and the 
task of each NGO grew with it, to the point that volunteers either burned 
out or "went public" by forming non-profit corporations. Over the course 
of fifty years, most "went public" obtained funds, and were able to hire a 
director. There are, perhaps, a dozen such organizations and they have 
filled just about every perceived need in our community. Because 
volunteers were still involved, they are much more efficient than would be 
the sames services, were they to be provided by the government.

I have been very proud of Kodiak and its sensitivity to the needs of 
its people. No one has to sleep outside. No one has to go hungry. There 
is protected housing and counselling for the abused and the abusers. 
There is treatment available for mental illness and addiction. There are 
several effective organizations for youth.

Because the State has not provided cost-of-living increase to any of 
the NGO's over the last ten years, they have been mercilessly "squeezed" 
for finances. Now, gentlemen, a number of them are severely 
compromised-Kodiak Youth Services is closing and others are on the 
verge-because of the austere budget and the flagrant disregard of the 
most important community enterprise-caring for people. You pretend that 
this is financially necessary when the undivided profits of the permanent 
fund contain millions of dollars intended to support State services when 
the need arises.

The need has arisen, and, in some 
should do something about it!

Dr. Bob Johnson



T H E  P E R M A N E N T  F U N D  
A N D  T H E  S T A T E

In  1967, w h e n  th e  S ta te  L e g is la tu re  in s t i tu te d  th e  P e rm a n e n t F u n d , w e  a ll th o u g h t  i t  
w as a w o n d e r fu l id e a . M a n y  o f  us th o u g h t  th a t  th is  w o u ld  be  o u r  s a lv a t io n  w h e n , o r  i f ,  th e  
S ta te  e v e r ra n  in to  t r o u b le .  S in ce  th e n , d u e  to  e x c e lle n t m a n a g e m e n t a n d  g o o d  tim e s , i t  has 

g ro w n  c o n s id e ra b ly .

P r io r  to  m y  th re e -y e a r  s t in t  o n  th e  B o ro u g h  A s s e m b ly , 1996-98 , I  h a d  n e v e r been 
m u c h  in te re s te d  in  th e  m a n a g e m e n t o f  S ta te  f in a n c e s . D u r in g  m y  te n u re  o n  th e  A s s e m b ly , 1 
d is c o v e re d  th a t  th e  S ta te  h a d  been sq u e e z in g  th e  b o ro u g h  b u d g e t f o r  ten  y e a rs  b y  
d is re g a rd in g  th e  in c re a s e d  co s t o f  l iv in g .  I  le a rn e d , a lso , th a t  th e re  w as  no lo n g  ra n g e  
f in a n c ia l p la n . T h u s  I  w as  p leased  to  see a p ro p o s a l b y  th e  A la s k a  M u n ic ip a l  L e a g u e  f o r  a 
lo n g  ra n g e  p la n  to  use u n re s e rv e d  P e rm a n e n t F u n d  in c o m e  a n d  an  in c o m e  ta x  th a t  w o u ld  

have  p ro v id e d  c o n s is te n t fu n d in g  to  m a in ta in  S ta te  se rv ice s  o v e r  t im e .

T h e  L e a g u e  p la n  w as re je c te d  b y  th e  le g is la tu re  a n d , in s te a d , th e y  h a ve  d ip p e d  in to  
th e  C o n s t i tu t io n a l B u d g e t R e se rve , o u r  e m e rg e n c y  fu n d , to  c o v e r  b u d g e t d e fic its , s t i l l  
re d u c in g  fu n d in g  fo r  b a s ic  S ta te  p ro g ra m s  a n d  lo c a l c o m m u n it ie s .

R e v ie w in g  th e  h is to ry  o f  th e  fu n d ,  s in ce  its  in c e p t io n , I  f in d  th e  le g is la tu re  has h a d  
th e  w is d o m  to  a llo c a te  a p o r t io n  o f  th e  u n re s e rv e d  fu n d s  b a c k  in to  th e  fu n d  to  c o v e r  fo r  
in f la t io n ,  a n d  has p a id  d iv id e n d s  to  each  o f  us as w e ll.  W h a t  w as  le f t  c o u ld  h a ve  been used 
fo r  a n y th in g  th e  le g is la tu re  d e c id e d — i t  w as n o t p a r t  o f  th e  p r in c ip a l  a n d  n o t  s u b je c t to  th e  
need o f  a p p ro v a l b y  b a l lo t .  I  fo u n d  th a t ,  s in ce  in c e p t io n , $ 7 ,3 9 4 ,0 0 0 ,0 0 0  h a d  been 
re in ve s te d  b a c k  in to  th e  p r in c ip a l  o f  th e  F u n d . T h is  y e a r , th a t  f ig u re  a m o u n te d  to  
$345 ,000 ,000 , p ro b a b ly  e n o u g h  to  h a ve  c o v e re d  th e  b u d g e t d e f ic it .

T h e  t im e  has co m e  to  r e - th in k  th is  m a t te r .  T h e  P e rm a n e n t F u n d  has re a c h e d  a 
p o in t w h e re  i t  w i l l  c o n t in u e  to  e a rn  e n o u g h  to  p ro v id e  fo r  in f la t io n  a n d  d iv id e n d s  a n d  
in c re a se  th e  p r in c ip a l .  T h e  u n re s e rv e d  in c o m e  can  be used to  b e e f u p  fa l te r in g  S ta te  
se rv ice s : m a in te n a n c e  o f  S ta te  b u ild in g s ,  F is h  &  G a m e , H ig h w a y s , S ch o o ls , L a w  
E n fo rc e m e n t, e tc . I f  a d d it io n a l fu n d s  a re  needed  th e y  s h o u ld  be  s u p p lie d  b y  an  in c o m e  ta x , 
th e  m o s t c q u ita b ie  ta x , s in c e  i t  ta k e s  f r o m  th o se  in  p r o p o r t io n  to  w h a t th e y  e a rn  a n d  i t  taxes 
th e  in co m e  o f  th e  e n te r p r is in g  so u l w h o  com es f r o m  e lse w h e re . T h e  d iv id e n d  c o u ld  v e ry  

l ik e ly  p a y  th e  ta x  f o r  those  in  th e  lo w e r  in c o m e  b ra c k e ts .

A  w o rd  a b o u t S a les T a x . T h is  is th e  o n e  re s o u rc e  a v a ila b le  to  lo c a l c o m m u n it ie s  to  
p ro v id e  lo c a l fu n d in g  f o r  th e i r  p ro g ra m s . I f  A n c h o ra g e  a n d  F a irb a n k s  need a d d it io n a l 
in co m e , th e y  m a y  in s t i tu te  th e ir  o w n  Sales T a x  a n d  n o t p u sh  a S ta te  ta x  th a t  c o m p ro m is e s  
m o s t o f  th e  s m a lle r  c o m m u n it ie s .

In  s u m m a ry , g e n tle m e n , i t  is  h ig h  t im e  to  a d o p t a lo n g  ra n g e  f in a n c ia l p la n . T h e  
best p la n  is  to  u t i l iz e  th e  u n re s e rv e d  e a rn in g s  o f  th e  p e rm a n e n t fu n d  a n d  an  in c o m e  ta x , a n d  
leave th e  c o n s t i tu t io n a l b u d g e t re s e rv e  a lo n e . B y  a l l  m eans, d o  n o t in s t i tu te  a s tu te w id e  

sales ta x !
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S ub jec t: [Fw d: T estem ony on A laska Budget]
D ate: Fri, 05 M ar 2004 07:06:27 -0900

F ro m : John Harris <Reprcsentative_John_Harris@ Lcgis.state.ak.us> 
O rg an iza tio n : A laska State Legislature

T o: Louanne Christian <Louanne_Christian@ legis.state.ak.us>

S ub jec t: T estem ony on A laska B udget 
D ate: Thu. 04 M ar 2004 22:48:22 -0900 

F ro m : Gayle Trivette <gayletriv@ gci.nct>
To: Rcp.John.Hairis@ legis.state.ak.us

D ear R e p re s e n ta t iv e  H a r r is ,
I  am a l i f e - l o n g  A laskan  who would l i k e  to  l i v e  o u t my days h e r e .  I 

was b o rn  and r a i  ;ed in  P e te rs b u rg , g ra d u a te d  from  th e  U n iv e r s i ty  o f  
A laska and have j-ived  in  F a irb a n k s  and  A nchorage b e fo re  s e t t l i n g  in  
Ju n eau . My g r a n d f a th e r  sp e n t h is  l a s t  days a t  th e  S i tk a  P io n e e rs  Home. 
My f a t h e r  sp e n t h i s  l a s t  y e a r s  in  th e  P e te rs b u rg  H o sp ita l  Long Term C are 
F a c i l i t y .  In  h i s  h e a l th y  days he had been a  lo n g  tim e v o lu n te e r  a t  th a t  
same f a c i l i t y  and  s e rv e d  on th e  c i t y  c o u n c i l  and  v a r io u s  b o a rd s .  Our 
o ld e r  son a t t e n d s  UAF and o u r  younger son a t t e n d s  Juneau  D ouglas High 
S ch o o l. When I  was 15 y e a r s  o ld  th e  f i r s t  A lask a  M arine Highway f e r r y  
came to  P e te rs b u rg  and r e v o lu t io n iz e d  l i f e  f o r  th o se  o f  us who l iv e d  
th e r e  and c o u l d n 't  a f f o r d  a  p la n e  t i c k e t  o u t .  I 'm  t e l l i n g  you th e s e  
f a c t s  a b o u t o u r fa m ily  l i f e  to  d e m o n s tra te  how im p o rta n t a l l  th e se  
p ie c e s  o f  A laska  i n f r a s t r u c t u r e  a r e  to  u s .

O il money s t a r t e d  flov /ing  a f t e r  I  was an a d u l t ,  so  I  remember p ay in g  a 
s t a t e  income ta x  and a s t a t e  "schoo l tax "  ( r e a l l y  an employment ta x ) to  
su p p o r t o u r needed  s t a t e  i n f r a s t r u c t u r e .  We th e n  d ed u c ted  t h a t  s t a t e  
ta x  from  ou r f e d e r a l  incom e ta x .  S in ce  A lask a  h as  such  a  t r a n s i e n t  
p o p u la t io n ,  I 'v e  ru n  in t o  a  number o f p e o p le  who have no id e a  t h a t  we 
used  to  pay f o r  o u r  s t a t e  s e r v ic e s  w ith  an incom e ta x .

When o i l  money s t a r t e d  flo w in g  we w ere l i k e  p a u p e rs  who had  won th e  
l o t t e r y .  We d id  b u i ld  and r e p a i r  many needed  f a c i l i t i e s  and d ev e lo p  
some w orthy  and  n e c e s s a ry  p rogram s. T here was a l s o  a l o t  o f  w aste  and 
m isuse  o f o u r w e a lth .  U n fo r tu n a te ly ,  a t t a c k in g  th a t  w as te  and m isuse  o f  
money was o v e ru se d  a s  a cam paign s lo g a n  to  th e  p o in t  t h a t  now many 
A lask an s have come to  b e l ie v e  t h a t  any sp en d in g  o f  p u b lic  money i s  
p ro b a b ly  w a s te fu l  and u n n e c e ssa ry . T h is  m in d se t has g r e a t l y  c o n t r ib u te d  
to  th e  sad  s t a t e  o f a f f a i r s  w e 're  in  now. The f i n a n c ia l  p o l i c i e s  o f  th e  
p a s t  many y e a r s  have moved A laska from trim m ing f a t  to  am p u ta tin g  arms 
and le g s .  The one good th in g  abou t tn e  d e v a s ta t in g  b u d g e t c u t s  w e 're  
fa c in g  i s  t h a t  th e y  have a ro u se d  th e  p u b l ic  to  re c o g n iz e  th e  im p o rtan ce  
o f o u r i n f r a s t r u c t u r e  and th e  need to  fund i t .  You e l e c te d  o f f i c i a l s  
now have th e  o p p o r tu n i ty  to  move A laska  in to  a s t a b l e  and m a tu re  
f in a n c ia l  p o s i t i o n  by d e v e lo p in g  a r e s p o n s ib le  and b a la n c e d  f i s c a l  p la n .

As a la y  p e rs o n  who w atches p o l i t i c s  th e  way some p e o p le  w atch  s p o r t s ,  I 
d o n 't  c la im  to  be an e x p e r t ,  b u t do have a s t r o n g  v e s te d  i n t e r e s t  in  
l i v in g  in  a s t a t e  w ith  a h e a l th y  economy and m ethod o f m anaging money.
No one p ie c e  i s  go in g  to  f i x  ou r s i t u a t i o n ,  b u t a co m b in a tio n  o f 
d i s c i p l in e d  p r a c t i c e s  sh o u ld  h e lp  t h i s  s t a t e  grow up and move fo rw ard . 
Here i s  a co m b in a tio n  th a t  I  would p ro p o se , w ith  no one p ie c e  more 
im p o rta n t th a n  th e  o th e r :

1. Adopt th e  P e rc e n ta g e  o f M arket V alue method o f c a l c u l a t i n g  th e  
pay o u t o f  th e  perm anent fund . L is te n  to  th e  Perm anent Fund B o a rd 's  
recom m endations ab o u t w hat p e rc e n t to  pay o u t each  y e a r  (I  th in k  I h e a rd
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51 ).  D iv ide  th a t  pay o u t betw een d iv id e n d s  f o r  e v e ry  c i t i z e n  and u se  
f o r  p ay in g  fo r  s t a t e  s e r v ic e s  and f a c i l i t i e s .  I  d o n 't  Know what 
p e rc e n ta g e  f o r  eac h . The d iv id e n d  has been a n ic e ,  b u t n o t e s s e n t i a l  
p a r t  o f our fam ily  income and has h e lp ed  w ith  ou r k id s  c o l le g e  ex p en ses , 
b u t th e re  a r e  many p e o p le  f o r  whom i t  i s  an e s s e n t i a l  incom e. I t  g e t s  
sp e n t in  A laska and c i r c u l a t e s  th ro u g h  ou r economy.

2. R e i n s t i t u t e  th e  s t a t e  income ta x .  We can  d ed u c t i t  from  o u r 
f e d e r a l  income ta x . The many o u t o f  s t a t e  w orkers  who come h e re  
s e a s o n a l ly  can h e lp  pay f o r  th e  s e r v ic e s  and i n f r a s t r u c t u r e  th e y  u se  
w h ile  h e re .  R e s id e n ts  w i l l  be more co n n ec ted  to  t h e i r  governm ent when 
t h e y 'r e  in v o lv e d  w ith  p ay in g  f o r  i t .  S a le s  ta x  i s  an im p o r ta n t so u rc e  
o f  revenue  f o r  many com m unities th ro u g h o u t A la sk a . T h is  ta x  sh o u ld  n o t 
be u su rped  by th e  s t a t e .

3. Re-exam ine o u r f i n a n c i a l  a rran g em en ts  w ith  th e  o i l  com panies who 
a r e  e x t r a c t in g  ou r o i l .  The A laska  F a ir  S hare  B i l l  (H.B. 441) sounds to  
me l i k e  a b a la n c e d  app ro ach  to  g e t t i n g  a p ro p e r  r e tu r n  f o r  o u r n a t u r a l  
r e s o u rc e , w h ile  a l s o  g iv in g  th e  o i l  com panies a re a s o n a b le  p r o f i t  
a d ju s te d  to  r e f l e c t  th e  f lu x u a t io n  o f  o i l  p r i c e s .  We s h o u ld n 't  d r iv e  
th e  o i l  com panies away w ith  u n re a so n a b le  ta x e s ,  b u t n e i t h e r  sh o u ld  th e y  
re a p  w in d fa l l  p r o f i t s  from  a re s o u rc e  th a t  b e lo n g s  to  .h e  c i t i z e n s  o f  
t h i s  s t a t e .

A trem endous amount o f  en e rg y  i s  b e in g  w asted  in  A laska  f i g h t in g  ab o u t 
money. A com prehensive  f i n a n c i a l  p la n  th a t  a d ju s t s  f o r  th e  n a t u r a l  ups 
and downs o f a r e s o u rc e  b ased  economy would f r e e  up o u r e n e rg y  fo r  
c o n s t r u c t iv e  u se  in  b u i ld in g  t h i s  s t a t e  in to  i t ' s  r i c h  p o t e n t i a l .

As a p a r r . i t  and p a r t - t im e  sch o o l em ployee I se e  f i r s t  hand how much 
en erg y  i s  w asted  t r y in g  to  com pensate f o r  d e c re a se d  f i n a n c i a l  s u p p o r t  to  
o u r .d u c a t io n a l  system  w ith  ev<_r in c re a s in g  demands f o r  d o in g  more w ith  
l e s s .  Our c h i ld r e n  and th e  ».uture o f o u r e n t i r e  s o c ie ty  a r e  th e  r e a l  
lo s e r s  when s t a f f ,  p rogram s and t r a n s p o r t a t io n  a r e  c u t .  We need  s t a b l e ,  
a d eq u a te  fu n d in g  th a t  in c lu d e s  a fo rm ula to  com pensate f o r  i n f l a t i o n .  
W ithout i n f l a t i o n  p ro o f in g ,  e d u c a te r s  have to  spend  tim e and en e rg y  
t r y in g  to  pay fo r  e d u c a tio n  in s te a d  o f p ro v id in g  e d u c a tio n .  I f  th e  
day e v e r  comes when f ix e d  expen ses  s to p  r i s i n g ,  th e  i n f l a t i o n  p ro o f in g  
co u ld  be abandoned. A sound s t a t e  f in a n c ia l  p la n  would a l lo w  f o r  
a d eq u a te  fu n d in g  o f e d u c a tio n  and a l l  o u r o th e r  n e c e s s a ry  
i n f r a s t r u c t u r e .  I t ' s  tim e f o r  ou r s t a t e  to  grow up and move fo rw ard .
We a r e  r i c h  and b le s s e d  and we need  to  be r e s p o n s ib le  and th a n k fu l .

Thank you v e ry  much fo r  th e  tim e and en ergy  you a r e  d e d ic a t in g  to  th e  
s e r v ic e  o f th e  p e o p le  o f A lask a .

S in c e re ly ,  G ayle T r i v e t t e ,  7870 G la c ie r  Hwy, Jun eau , AK 99801
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March 5, 2004

Patricia MacDonald 
120 Charles Street 
Fairbanks, AK 99701

Representatives:
John Harris, Bill Williams, Kevin Meyer, Mitch Chenault, Richard Foster, Mike Hawker,
Bill Stoltze. Hugh "Bud" Fate, Eric Croft, Reggie Joule, and Carl Moses
State Capital, Room 519
Juneau, AK 99X01
Fax (907) 465-o813

Dear Representatives John Harris, Bill Williams, Kevin Meyer, Mitch Chenault, Richard 
Foster, Mike Hawker, Bill Stoltze, Hugh "Bud" Fate, Eric Croft. Reggie Joule, and Carl 
Moses•

As an Athabaskan woman, a mother, and a community member I  have the responsibility 
to identify opportunities to make a positive impact on the lives o f my children, and the 
generation to come. Iknovs that as Representatives o f this Great State o f Alaska that is 
your goal as well. There are many ways I  have found to do that, by teaching through 
example, through lessons in my home, and by being active in the native community and 
the community I  live in. As Representatives, each o f  you has made a decision to work to 
improve and impact the communities that you represent throughout Alaska, and in that 
we have a common goal.

I  have made a conscience choice to work to make a difference in my community so that I  
can raise my children in a world where they are safe from the violence that I  grew up 
in. In order to work towards that goat I  am a board member and strong advocate for  
the programs offered by the Interior Alaska Center for Non-Violent Living.

The Interior Alaska Center for Non-Violent Living and the Shelters, Community 
Programs, and Crisis Lines across that State provide the services that are desperately 
needed within each o f  our communities.

The funding that you appropriate to the CDVSA impacts programs across the State 
including in communities that you represent. Currently this funding is down $648,000 
from the amount allocated to the grants line in the FY04 budget. I f  this funding is not 
fully funded the impact will be felt not only by the victims, but also by the courts and 
jails and schools, and social service agencies that will need to provide additional 
services and deal with the impact, because the violence will continue i f  not increase. It 
is imperative that each o f you view Domestic Violence and Violent Crime as 
possibilities that could impact you, your families, your communities and your State; 
because I  assure you it can.
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Why is this so important to me? Because I  am only one of the many victims across 
Alaska that need the valuable services provided by the agencies that receive funding via 
the CD VS A. Please indulge me as I  share my story.

Havin' 6rown up in the Interior o f Alaska I  have witnessed the effects ofphysical and 
sexual assault directly. As a small child I  watched as my mother was beat time and 
again; when I  was seven J watched as they buried my grandmother—she had frozen to 
death on her front porch, in the village, while her husband was drinking inside; and as 
a young girl I  was sexually and physically assaulted with no resources, no shelter, no 
advocates, and no where to turn. I  was one o f the lucky survivors. Somehow, through 
sheer grace, I  am privileged to be a functioning adult, with a 14-year marriage, and 
four wonderful children that are growing up in a safe home. I  have a wonderful career 
and I  am an active part o f *> • community working to make changes for those who are so 
much less fortunate.

Do we, myself, and each of you, not have an obligation to work together to help those 
that are victims to build safe and successful lives? We are the privileged, and it is time 
that we take the time and energy and commit ro changing lives. As Representatives on 
the House Budget Committee, you each have to power to do just that. Please consider 
with compassion the changes that can continue to be made by the financial support you 
provide to the CDVSA. Do not cut funding in this very vital area. There are many 
fiscal needs before you, but let me assure you, the fiscal needs o f the CDVSA and the 
agencies it supports may impact you or someone you love.

Thank you for allowing me this time to share my story, and my requests.

Sincerely yours,

Patricia MacDonald, Vice-President 
Interior Alaska Center for Non- Violent Living



PO Box 2742 
Hurna, Alaska 99603

Phone (907) 23S-3436 
Fax (907) 235-8346

f a m i l y  p l a n n i n g  c l i n i c

March 3.2004

House Finance Committee Members
Alaska State Legislature
23rd Legislaiure, Second Session

Dear Representative Harris,

The.proposed rejection o f  $412,000 in Federal Title X funds would drastically affect us here in 
the Southern Kenai Peninsula. We provide low-income women and families reproductive health 
care using these funds, o f  which approximately $100,000 comes to our agency. The guidelines 
on how this money can be spent is Very specific: income-qualifying uninsured women receive 
annual exams including Pap. smears, contraceptives, and screening tests. Our low-cost 
vasectomy program for men is also firnded through Title X. About half o f  our Title X clients are 
under 100% o f the Federal Poverty Level, and the individuals who are between 100-250 o f FPL
contribute a portion o f theii health carc costs, further stretching our dollars.

These funds are extremely important to our clients: in 2003 we provided 692 annual exams for 
women with this money. We had a total o f 1,633 client visits—other services provided were 
contraceptive-related, STI (sexually transmitted infection) testing, or health education and 
counseling. . .  * ' ' • • ' ‘

O f course, none o f  this money is spent on abortions, which are not provided here at our agency, 
or in Homer. We provide abstinence education for adolescents, and our small staff has five 
certified Adoption Counselors. We are strong advocates in the community for fumily 
involvement in adolescent issues, for parents as teachers, and for all individuals making healthy 
choices. Wo oro thorofore an indispensable resource for those needing basic reproductive health 
care services: without our Title X funds, women, adolescents and families would be left only 
with the full fees charged by the private medical clinics and pharmacies. A package of birth 
control pills that wc can provide for $5—thanks to Title X— costs $35 at the local pharmacy. We 
know many, most actually, o f our clients are not able to afford this, or the cost o f  a yearly annual 
exam at.the physician’s office, and could become pregnant. They would then be eligible for 
Medicaid, which would place a greater burden on that system.

This $412,000 is federal money providing a huge benefit for State residents, particularly in our
area. A further look at our statistics tor our Title X services reveal the following numbers in 
2003:

A  U n i t e d  W a y  M e m b e r  A g en c y

T0 39Vd OdJSM 9t>E8SE3£06 EE:&0 t>00S/l>0/E0



-692 annual exams provided
-515 contraceptive visits provided
-361 pregnancy tests provided
-520 sexually transmitted infection tests provided
-16 low-cost or no-cost vasectomies were provided to men who could not otherwise 

afford the service 
-437 referrals made to medical providers, or to social services
-53% o f our Title X  clients are under 100% of Federal Poverty Level; (they do not qualify 

for Medicaid)

Our business continues to grow—more families and individuals are in need o f  basic health care 
at an affordable cost to them. The Title X guidelines are very stringent—-funds are used in the 
most effective and efficient manner, and under no circumstances for controversial services. We 
work very hard for our Title X  money, compiling detailed data and striving for the highest level 
o f excellence in reproductive health care. We have close alliances with Homer Public Health 
Department, Homer Medical Clinic, Kachemok Bay Medioal Clinic, Community Mental Health, 
South Peninsula Hospital, South Peninsula Women’s Services, and many other community 
agencies.

And finally, the Title X funding is our major funding source at Kachemak Bay Family Planning 
Clinic. Were we to lose these funds, staff and services would need to be cut drastically. I ’m not 
even able to imagine it fully—client need would remain the same, yet there would be absolutely 
no funding. It would certainly be a  huge blow to our community’s residents.

Thank you for your attention to this matter. Please do contact me if  you have any questions or 
concerns; 1 would be happy to discuss them further.

Sincerely,

Michelle Waneka 
Executive Director

39Vd 9t>EBSECZ.06 ES:B0 t>00c/t>0/E0
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April 28,2003 •

i*
To: Interior Delegation

*

From: Arctic Alliance for People Legislative Committee

Rc: Request for examples o f  State savings generated by programs supported by the
Health and Social Services Community Matching Grant (in Fairbanks uione) ■

Summary o f  estimated State savings by a sampling o f agencies funded by the Community Matching 
Grant in the Fairbanks North Star Borough:

N orth S ta r Council on the Aging:

In answer to your inquiries, NSCoA provides home-delivered meals to 151 homcbound persons.
Proper nutrition promotes good health and helps to keep people out o f  nursing facilities and the 
hospital. The cost per meal is $10.34 per day. The cost to stay at Denali Center is $350 per day and 
$825 per day al Fairbanks Memorial Hospital.

Not everyone who receives Meals on Wheels (MOW) is a candidate for the nursing home, but let's 
conservatively estimate that the MOW program is helping to keep 20% o f MO W recipients 
(30individua!s) out o f  the hospital. Let's assume that the overage time in the hospital is 1 week
followed by 1 month (30 days) convalescence at Denali C enter. Then:*

30 persons X ($825/FMH day X 7days) + ($350/Denali day X JO days) =* $315,000 savings to the state 
in medical costs.

Hosnlcc o f the Tanana Valley;

Without the availability o f  the services and support o f  Hospice staff and volunteers, many 
patients with terminal illnesses and their families would be forced to use the facilities o f  assisted living 
homes, the Denali Center or the Fairbanks Memorial Hospital, especially in the days or weeks 
immediately preceding the patient’s death. In other cases, when a need exists but the patient’s 
condition is not yet critical enough, insurer limitations or lack of coverage can result in the patient and 
family going without any assistance if Hospice volunteer services were not available.

In 2002, 104 patients were served by Hospice with an average length o f  slay in the program o f 
82 days for a total o f  8,502 patient days. Using 2002 Hospice expenses o f  $173,002, the cost per 
patient per day was about $20. The average daily cost for room and care at an assisted living home is 
about $130, at Denali Center about $350, and at Fairbanks Memorial Hospital about $2,750.

I f  40% of the Hospice patient days in 2002 were spent in care a t an assisted living hoinc, 
the cost would have been over $442,104. I f  30%  of the Hospice patient days in 2002 were spent 
in care a t the Denali Center, the  cost would have been about $892,710. I f  20% of tho Hospice 
patient days w ere spent in Care at the F airbanks M em orial Hospital, the cost would have been 
about $4.7 million.

Hospice bereavement clients indicated they would not have received any bereavement support 
had Hospice services been unavailable. Research supports the rationale that stress and trauma from 
unresolved grief results in illness, lost work, substance abuse, relationship and parent-child difficulties

G>
,   .
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(dysfunction). Offering bereavement support lessens the demands for other Human Services, thereby 
resulting in long-term cost savings to the family, community and to the state.

The requested grant o f $50,000 supports obou+ 32% o f  1-lospice’s^personnel costs including 
benefits and payroll expenses. I f  the State o f  Alaska were to directly provide the same services as 
were delivered by Hospice in 2002, the cost for the equivalent porsonnel is estimated as follows:

D irector of Hospice Services
AK Social Worker Level 4, $31.45/hour, full-time ■ $65,416
Dcrcavcmcnt Services Coordinator
AK Social Worker Level 4, $31.45/hour, 3A time $49,062
V olunteer C oordinator
AK Social Worker Level 1, $23.78/hour, 374 hours $8,894
Office M anager #
AK Admin. Asst., $23,78/hour, 1481 hours . $35,218
Patient Care C oordinator
AK Social Worker Level 1, $23.78/hour, 1074.5 hours $25,552
Patient Care/Bereavem ent Volunteers
Certified Nurses A ide, $ 15.44/hour, 7326 hours $113,113
Office Volunteers
AK Secretary Level 3, $19.76/hour, 3A time $30,826
Professional Service Volunteers
Doctors, nurses, accountants, counselors, hoard & committee $206.340 
members, $60/hour, 3,439 hours

Total d irect S tate personnel cost $534,421
Less cost to State (grant to Hospice) $50.000

Savings to the S tate $484,421

North S ta r Youth C ourt:

The NSYC, and other youth courts, directly and indirectly save the state 
money,

1. Each youth offender accepted by a youth court means one less case 
for a juvenile probation officer, nn Assistant Attorney General or 
District Attorney, a Public Defender, and the Superior Court. These 
State employees and agencies can spend their efforts on more serious 
cases. The State will not have to hire additional probation officers 
and attorneys to handle an increased load o f juvenile offenders. t

Cost per case to the State:
$67,000 (average salary o f  Juvenile PO's directly accepting referrals) ::
7 (Juvenile PO's) / 916 (referrals ree'd in 2002) -  $512 per case. NSYC 
accepted 120 cases during 2002 x $512 saving the State $61,440.

2. Juvenile offenders who face consequences for misdemeanor offenses arc 
less likely to continue to commit crimes or to commit more serious

( 3 )
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crimes, This reduces the esse loads not only on the state employees 
listed abovr, but also on state and local police forces.

The NSYC maintains a recidivism rate o f  less than 10% in comparison to 
the State's 24% recidivism rate. So...let's say that a youth, as a 
result o f  being held accountable for a criminal act in youth court, docs 
not engage In criminal behavior in the future. In the absence o f this 
program, he or she would not be held accountable by the Division o f  
Juvenile Justice. It costs the state $170 per day (in Fairbanks) 
to incarcerate/institutionalize a juvenile who has been formally 
adjudicated by the division. Out o f 100 cases per year, let's conservatively 
estimate that 5 o f  these youth have made choices that have not led to 
future criminal behavior on the felony level (or multiple misdemeanors) 
that would result in formal adjudication and a period oflock-up. Five 
youth x $ 170/day x 6 month stay in a home or detention facility = $153,000 
direct savings to the State

3. Juvenile offenders cause expensive property damage not only to 
private parlies but also to state and local government property. Youth 
courts seek and enforce restitution for vandalism and theft. Anything 
youth courts can to to diminish property crimes will benefit the State.

4. Youth courts arc operating independent court systems with VOL j NTEER 
attorneys, judges, and court personnel. I f  the Slate were to attempt to 
replace youth courts with an equivalent court system, the Stale would
have to employ attorneys, paralegals, court personnel, and judges, with 
current State wages and benefits. It is almost inconceivably 
cost-effective to have these legal and judicial positions filled for 
l'RHE by teen-age volunteers.

5. Youth courts provide legal training for many youth. These youth, 
even if  they never participate in a youth court, have had basic 
education in criminal and juvenile law, the ethics o f being an attorney, 
the roles o f  police, prosecutors, defense attorneys, and judges, and the 
impact o f  crime on victims and the community. This kind o f  education 
makes teen-agers more aware o f  the impact o f crime, what constitutes 
criminal behavior, and why the legal system operates as it does. Such 
educated youth can be expected to bo more law-abiding because o f  their 
education. To duplicate this kind o f training as a c *Ve activity would 
require hiring professional teachers or attorneys. The State benefits 
from better educated youth without having to pay for it.

Big Brothers Big Sisters -  Greater Fairbanks Area: .

Big Brothers Big Sisters, by matching at-risk kids with positive adult rolc-modcls, is a positive youth 
development and prevention program, preventing such behaviors as delinquency, drug and alcohol 
abuse, teenage pregnancy, and failure at school. The costs o f  the alternatives .to prevention are 
staggering. Institutional drug rehabilitation costs approximately $500 a day. Incarceration o f  u minor

(3
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costs $62,050 per year, The cost o f  one full time caseworker, providing services to over 50 matched 
and 30 unmatched nt-risk children for a full year is less than 1/2 the cost o f  incarcerating a single 
juvenile. The number o f  school-aged children in tho Borough is 16,337. The number o f  youth arrests 
is approximately 450, making the juvenile arrest rate about 3%. If  we apply that arrest rate to the 402 
kids served by Big Brothers Big Sisters, we can conservatively estimate that 12 youngsters would have 
been arrested if  they hadn’t received our services. I f  even only two had gone on to be incarcerated, the 
cost to (lie Stale would have been $124,100. This is a very conservative estimate, as the population we 
serve has higher risk factors than the genera! population from which we are calculating the nrrest rate.

In 2002 over 35,000 hours o f  companionship, mentoring and friendship were provided by our 
volunteer Big Brothers and Big Sisters to the children with whom they were matched. When 
compared to the cost o f  professional counseling services (much of which could potentially be medicaid 
biltable) at a rate o f anywhere from $50 to $200 per hour, this represents a savings o f between 
$1,750,000 to $7,000,000.

Fairbanks Com m unity Food Bank:

In the past twelve months we have provided food assistance in the following ways:
FOOD BOX PR O G R A M : 27,000 differenl people in the Fairbanks North Star Borough and 

Delta have received a minimum o f2 0  pounds o f  food each. ITalf o f  the people served are local 
children.

' * *  '  •*  » «.

W O O PFN  NICKELS: 1500 overnight emergency sacks o f food.

BONEBUILDERS; 143 street children were served 4,453 pounds o f food,in community 
donated backpacks.

USDA CO M M O DITIES, TEFA P; Once a month distribution o f  government food which 
supplements over 1,000 enrolled households. One-third o f these households are military.

COM M ODITY SUPPLEM ENTAL FOOD PROGRAM  (CSFPh Once a month 
commodities program which extends services to WIC clientele and to seniors over 60. The caseload 
for this program is 1100.

There Is NO duplication o f services between the local food box program and the USDA 
Commodities food programs.

• W t do this w ork with an annual budget of approxim ately $300,000, This is possible 
because wc arc primarily a volunteer agency and recycle community surplus items, such 
ns food, plastic sacks, papci sacks. There is no easy way to place a value on those 
recyclable items because we do not liave processing centers in Alaska for such items as 
cardboard and plastic, so the best way is to reuse them, and we do.

« 9/10s o f  the food we collect each day is being discarded by over 100 local commercial 
vendors. Would that food find it’s way into the City dump if  we weren’t here? If  so,

■ * • \  i ' * * » »' * ’ » > /  » • ,
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that would impact our dump with 1,800,000 additional pounds/year. The fee charged 
by the Fairbanks North Star Borough is $50/ton, so the value o f  900 tons o f  wasted food 
is $45,000.

•  O ver 50%  of tho people we serve w ith local surplus food only need one o r two food 
boxes to get them over their emergency situation. Is the alternative o f (1) having 
families not have nutritious food for their households, or (2) connecting them  to 
m ore expensive service delivery sources (like food stamps) a good option, when we 
can simply solve their im mediate problem  with surplus food collected in the 
com m unity.

•  In Fairbanks we have an organized way o f sharing our local resources and a way to
connect the youngest and older', volunteers with effective and pleasant work
experiences. There is no w r, to measure the dollar value o f this gift o f  service to the
community, but we do log over 17,000 volunteer hours which we then value at $7.00,'hr,
With that r' tple forraulr, the value o f this service to the commui lty is $119,000.

»

•  Using the same logic, the food we collect is very conservatively valued at $ 1.00/pound 
(the national standard Is $1.67/pound). That recovers over $2,000,000 o f  surplus food 
in this community each year.

•  By providing an outlet for USDA food, wo facilitate this communities’ ability to 
increase food capacity by $80/box/month for food provided to households. Last year 
for the TEFAP program that amounted to $336,000 in delivered food . Tills year we 
will add an additional $88,000/month or $ 1,056,000/annually in the CSFP program.
The total annual value o f  this “new" food (both TEFAP and CSFP programs) to 
supplement local households will be $1,392,000. This is food that would not be 
available to share with our local people without a food bank distribution point.

• There arc other less definable qualities, such as the idea that if  food was not readily 
available, would folks have a need to steal or suffer stress which is manifested in 
alcoholism, child abuse, domestic violence. We hear stories which lead us to believe 
that, but there is no way to really measure it in dollars and cents.

• In community capacity building, we also give donors a placo to invest their liard earned 
dollars, One donor invested over $2,000,000 in u new building for us (which he would 
not have done without us) and foundations such as Kraft and Rasmuson have invested 
$40,000 - $87,000/ycar in bricks and mortar and vehicles. We build community here.

(i>
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November 25,2003

A  Look a t U nm et Needs in the F airbanks North S ta r Borough
through the H ealth and H um an Services Com m unity M atching Block G rant
adm inistered by the FNSB Health and Social Services Commission

The FNSB Health and Social Services Commission lias developed a scoring rubric to assist 
Commissioners with the evaluation of the grant requests that are submitted each year. This rubric has 
helped the Commission evaluate each proposal in terms o f  demonstration o f community need, efficiency 
and effectiveness o f  program delivery, non-duplication o f services, and measurable positive outcomes 
produced. Funding decisions are thus based on solid and demonstrable criteria, not reputation o f  agency 
or smoothness o f  grant-writing. This process has become a true example o f resulls-bascd funding and 
could be a model for the concept of"m issions and measures” that the Stale is looking to utilize in its own 
budget and funding decisions.

In the development o f the rubric, it was decided that a minimum score o f  70 would be required for a 
program to be eligible for funding. In a recent discussion with Senate President Gene Therriault it was 
suggested that one possible tool for determining the unmet social services needs for tho Borough would 
be to look at the number o f grant applications that scored above that benchmark yet were unable to 
receive funding due to the amount available that year. Here is a summary;

FY 2001
Funded Programs: 13 Total distribution $578,797
Partially funded program; 1 $ short o f request: $ 41,214
UnJunded Programs scoring over 70: 6 $ short o f request $284,277

Partially funded program: FNA Chronic Inebriate Program
Unfunded Programs: Fairbanks Counseling & Adoption Child Abuse &, Neglect Prevention

ALP A & Literacy Council Family.Literacy Program
Boys & Girls Clubs After School Programs
Love, Inc. Transportation Program
Campfire Boys and Girls Public Housing Center Program
Fairbanks Community Mental Health Homeless Outreach

FY 2002
Funded Programs: 13 Total distribution $576,724
Partially funded program: 1 $ short o f request '• $ 33,183
Unfunded Programs scoring over 70: 4 $ short o f request. $143,970

Partially funded program: National Senior Service Corps Transportation program
Unfunded Programs: FNA Chronic Inebriate Program

The Salvation Army Homelessness Prevention 
Campfire Boys arid Girls After School Programs 
Fairbanks Crisis Clinic Suicide Prevention

-« 61 ■ l*i '•‘d j •34nAir.i«ie  -
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FY 2003**
Funded Progrums: 10 Total distribution $481,512
Partially funded program: 1 $ short o f  request • $ 36,590
Unfunded Programs scoring over 70: 5 $ short o f  request .$204,983

Partial ly funded program: National Senior Service Corps Transportation program
Unfunded Programs: Access Alaska Adaptive Equipment program

Interior Alaska Center for Non-Violent Living Suicide prevention 
BreadLine Soup Kitchen and Day Labor programs 
The Salvation Army Dental Care program 
Literacy Council o f  Alaska Adult Literacy program

**Funds available for distribution had been reduced at the State level from the prior year 
Impact to Fairbanks: $97,285 less funding available (could have funded 3 additional programs)

FY 2004****
Funded Programs: 6 Total distribution $331,014
Partially funded program: 1 $ short o f  request $ 18,544
Unfunded Programs scoring over 70; 7 $ short o f  request $333,500

Interior AIDS Association Methadone Program 
National Senior Service Corps Transportation program 
Hospice o f the Tanana Valley Patient Care and Bereavement 
ACCA Early Intervention programs 
BreadLine Soup Kitchen and Day Labor programs 
FNA Chronic Inebriate Program 
Boys & Girls Clubs Summer Day Camp 
Fairbanks Counseling and Adoption Teen Wilderness program

****Fund,s available for distribution had again been reduced at the State level from the prior year
Tmpactto Fairbanks: $150,498 less funding available (could have funded four additional programs)

Total reduction in dollars available TO FAIRBANKS AREA PROGRAMS (combined Stale and local) 
over the last two years is approximately $250,000.- That is a 43%  reduction since FY2002. M ost o f the 
programs applying for funds from this source either prevent the need for state-funded services or provide 
a cost-efficient alternative to state programs. The long term effect o f this reduction will be an increase in 
cost to the Stale -  in terms o f  Medicaid spending, public assistance, and both juvenile and adult 
incarceration. We need to reverse this trend!

This year wo are anticipating that Mat/Su will apply for funds through this Bio... Grant as they are now 
eligible due to the growth in their population. Mat/Su’s participation will drastically further reduce funds 
available to the FNSB unless an increase is sought. *

, . ' • ,'s  , , * * , * t ♦ *

Partially funded program: 
Unfunded Programs:



Open ting Testimony

S u b je c t :  O p e r a t in g  B u d g e t  T e s t im o n y  
D a te :  T h u , 0 4  M ar 2 0 0 4  1 5 :5 5 :2 4  - 0 9 0 0  

F r o m : "N evada B ovee"  < N ev a d a @ n o rth ern sch o o lsfcu .o rg >
T o : <R ep resen ta tiv e_ J o h n _ H a rr is@ leg is .sta te .a k .u s>

C C : < R e p r e se n ta tiv e _ B ill_ S to ltz e@ le g is .s ta te .a k .u s> ,
< R ep resen ta tive_B U L W illian is @ leg is. state, ak. us> , 
< R ep resen ta tiv e_ C a r l_ M o ses  @ leg is. state, ak. u s> , 
< R e p r e sen ta tiv e_ D a v id _ G u tten b erg @ leg is .s ta te .a k .u s> , 
< R e p resen la tiv e_ E r ic_ C ro lt@ leg is .s ta te .a k .u s> , 
< R ep resen ta tiv e_ H u g h _ F a te@ leg is . state . ak .u s> ,
< R ep resen ta ti v e_ K ev in _ M ey er  @ leg is . state, ak. u s> , 
< R ep resen ta tiv e_ M ik e_ C h en a u lt@ leg is .s ta te .a k .u s> , 
< R ep resen ta tiv e_ M ik e_ H a w k er@ leg is .s ta te .a k .u s> , 
< R ep re se n ta tiv e _ R eg g ie_ J o u le@ le g is .s ta te .a k .u s> , 
< R ep resen ta tiv e_ R ich a rd _ F o ster  @ leg is . state, ak. u s>

Thank you f o r  the  in v i t a t io n  to  p ro v id e  te s tim ony  to  the  F inance  
Committee on the  o p e ra t in g  budget.

My name i s  Nevada Bovee. I l i v e  a t 1845 Caribou  Way in  Fa irb anks ,
A la ska , I have l iv e d  in  A la ska  fo r  more than 25 yea rs  and my husband i s  
a l i f e lo n g  A la skan  and b u s in e ss  owner. Between us, my husband and I have 
fo u r  c h i ld r e n .  I  grew up in  F a irb an k s  and a ttended  p u b lic  schoo l as w e ll 
as l a t e r  on a ttended  and graduated  Magna Cum I nude from the U n iv e r s it y  
o f A la ska  F a irb a n k s . My daughters and stepsons have a ls o  a ttended  p u b lic  
schoo l and my o ld e s t  daughter i s  c u r r e n t ly  a t te n d in g  UAF, and my o ld e s t  
stepson  has re c e n t ly  com pleted s e rv a l c la s s e s  a t UAF.

I am an a c t iv e  p a r t ic ip a n t  in  my community and have been fo r  many 
ye a rs . I  c u r r e n t ly  se rve  as C h a ir  o f  the  F a irb a n k s , Chamber o f  Commerce 
Educa tion  Committee and P re s id e n t o f  the  Fa irb anks  Chapter o f the 
U n iv e r s it y  o f A la ska  Alumni A s s o c ia t io n ,  I a ls o  p a r t ic ip a t e  w ith  my 
daughters Parent Student Teacher A s s o c ia t io n .  In  a d d it io n  to  my c ? v ic  
invo lvem en t, I p a r t ic ip a t e  in  the community through my jo b  as V ic e  
P re s id e n t o f M arke ting  fo r  N o rth e rn  S choo ls F e d e ra l C re d it  Un ion. I 
p ro v id e  fre e  workshops and sem inars fo r  you th  in  our sch o o ls  and fo r  
a d u lt s  in  t r a n s it io n  on the Fundam entals o f P e rson a l F in ance , Caree r and 
Employment S t ra te g ie s ,  and In te rp e rs o n a l S k i l l  and Communication 
Development. I  have a ls o  p a r t ic ip a t e d  in  s e v e ra l p an e ls  to  h e lp  in fo rm  
p a ren ts  and s tuden ts  on v a r io u s  o p t io n s  fo r  f in a n c in g  h ig h e r  ed uca tion  
and have se rved  on an a d v is o ry  group w ith  West V a l le y  H igh Schoo l 
C oun se ling  Department to  h e lp  deve lop  and evo lve  v a r io u s  studen t 
programs and community r e la t io n s .  I  have been a member o f the Cho ice  
L io n s  group and have he lped  w ith  many o th e r o rg a n iz a t io n s  and fund 
r a is in g  e f f o r t s  over the  y e a rs . I  am a r e g is te re d  v o te r ,  v o te  a t  a l l  
e le c t io n s  and encourage my fa m ily ,  f r ie n d s  and o th e rs  to  be in form ed 
v o t e r s .

I r e a l i z e  you a l l  have a v e ry  c h a lle n g in g  s i t u a t io n  w ith  the budget and 
f i s c a l  gap and I thank you fo r  you r concerns and commitment to  fund ing  
fo r  ed uca tion , h e a lth  and s o c ia l  s e rv ic e s ,  and p u b lic  s a fe ty .  I d id  
have an o p p o rtu n ity  to  t a lk  w ith  many L e g is la t o r s  la s t  week when I 
a ttended  the  Jvneau F ly - in  w ith  a d e le g a t io n  o f the C o a l i t io n  o f Student 
Leaders o f the  U n iv e r s it y  o f A la ska ; and what I heard was th a t educa tion  
i s  a top  p r i o r i t y  and you would l i k e  in p u t on how we, the c i t i z e n s  o f 
A la ska , would pay fo r  the s t a t e 's  e d u ca t io n a l needs a long  w ith  f in a n c ia l  
needs fo r  s o c ia l  s e rv ic e s ,  p u b lic  s a fe ty ,  Department o f N a tu ra l 
Resources and a l l  the  e th e r f in a n c ia l  needs to  keep t h is  3 ta te  runn ing  
a t o p tim a l and h e a lth y  le v e ls .  I a ls o  r e a l i z e  th e re  a re  no easy
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s o lu t io n s ,  i f  th e re  were you would have a lre a d y  d is co ve red  and 
implemented them. You must con tin ue  to  work fo r  c r e a t iv e  s o lu t io n s ,  be 
w i l l in g  to  use re sou rce s  th a t a re  p o l i t i c a l l y  h o t, and to  c re a te  
o p p o r tu n it ie s  fo r  fu tu re  revenue streams th a t w i l l  meet the needs o f  our 
c i t i z e n s .  W h ile  the  average c i t i z e n  may not l i k e  the  idea  o f taxes and 
u s in g  the  Permanent Fund we have to  be r e a l i s t i c .  Having $27+ b i l l i o n  
d o l la r s  in  the  Permanent Fund and not u s in g  reasonab le  p o r t io n s  o f the 
money to  meet the needs o f e s s e n t ia l programs such as ed uca tion  and 
h e a lth  and s o c ia l  s e rv ic e s  now i s  l i k e  a m i l l io n a i r e  who chooses to  l i v e  
homeless and in  i l l - h e a l t h  and fo rc e s  h is  fa m ily  to  do the  same. The 
fund has grown s u b s t a n t ia l ly  over the la s t  se v e ra l y ea rs  and s u re ly  i t  
can s u s ta in  i t s e l f  (even in  a poor market c y c le )  w ith ou t r e in v e s t in g  
such h igh  percen tages o f the ea rn ing s back in t o  the fund ju s t  to  p ro te c t  
i t s  v a lu e .

I , f o r  one, am ready to  use ea rn ing s from the  Permanent Fund to  h e lp  
p ro v id e  the n ece ssa ry  money. I  support POMV and would a ls o  support an 
educa tion  ta x  to  p ro v id e  ongoing funds th a t would be d ed ica te d  to  the  
needs o f a l l  our s t a t e 's  schoo l d i s t r i c t s .  Our sch o o ls , both  K-12 and 
U n iv e r s it y  o f  A la ska  have been trim m ing budgets fo r  se v e ra l y e a rs  now. 
The U n iv e r s it y  o f A la ska  has trimmed $20 m i l l io n  d o l la r s  in  the  la s t  few 
yea rs  and s tuden ts  have agreed to  a t u i t io n  in c re a se  o f 10% p e r yea r 
over a th ree  y e a r p e r io d .  Our lo c a l  schoo l d i s t r i c t  has cu t s e v e ra l 
a d m in is t r a t iv e  p o s it io n s ,  cu t e d u ca tio n a l programs such as summer 
sch o o l, and have in c re a se d  o r in co rp o ra te d  new fees fo r  s e v e ra l programs 
in c lu d in g  correspondence c la s s e s .  The U n iv e r s it y  and the  Fa irb anks  North  
S ta r  Borough Schoo l D i s t r i c t  have a ls o  been in c re a s in g  revenue from 
g ran ts  and v a r io u s  a u th o r it y  re c e ip ts  to  h e lp  f u l f i l l  t h e ir  budget 
needs. However, w ith o u t f u l l  fund ing  a t the  s ta te  and lo c a l  le v e l  some 
o f these  m atch ing g ran ts  w i l l  no longe r be a v a ila b le ,  cau s ing  even 
g re a te r  h a rd sh ip  to  lo c a l  budget needs. S tudents in  Anchorage have been 
pay ing  fees to  p a r t ic ip a t e  in  e x t r a c u r r ic u la r  s p o rts  and th a t  trend  i s  
sp read ing  a c ro ss  the  s ta te .  My p o in t  i s  th a t the  le a d e rs  o f  th e  these  
p u b l ic  s e rv ic e s  re co g n ize  the need fo r  e f f ic ie n c y  and a re  do ing  what 
they can, however they  a re  no t in  the  same p o s it io n  as a re g u la r  p r iv a t e  
b u s in e ss . They do not have m u lt ip le  revenue stream s and many o f the 
f ix e d  co s ts  a re  mandated, thus they  cannot be reduced. They a re  p u b lic  
s e rv ic e s  and as such shou ld  be funded by the p u b lic  re sou rce s . In  
a d d it io n ,  we must support our L e g is la t o r s ' e f f o r t s  to  f in d  s o lu t io n s  to  
r e s o lv e  the PERC and TERS is su e s  th a t b e f a l l  a l l  our p u b lic  s e rv ic e  
o rg a n iz a t io n s .  As you know the  TERS and PERS is s u e  i s  not a s in g le  
one-tim e f i x .  The in c re a sed  mandated employer c o n t r ib u t io n s  w i l l  have a 
m ajor im pact on these  o rg a n iz a t io n a l budgets fo r  the  next th re e  o r more 
y e a rs . So we mu i t  lo o k  fo r  a long -te rm  s o lu t io n s  and not a one-tim e 
q u ic k  f i x .

I am not p le a sed  w ith  the  proposed cu ts  o f the GOP M a jo r ity  o r our 
lo c a l  Schoo l Board. I would l i k e  to  rem ind you th a t an educated s o c ie ty  
tends to  make b e t te r  l i f e s t y l e  d e c is io n s  r e s u lt in g  in  b e t te r  h e a lth  and 
low er h e a lth  ca re  c o s ts .  P re v e n ta t iv e  h e a lth  ca re  has a ls o  been proven 
to  reduce c o s ts  o f  treatm ent in  the long  run. By making the  d ram a tic  
cu ts  to  the M ed ica id  program, in  my o p in io n , i s  t r u ly  ta k in g  a step  
backwards and w i l l  c o s t the S ta te  o f A la ska  more money in  the  long  run.

The Fa irb anks  N o rth  S ta r  Borough needs you r support in  E d uca tion  and 
S o c ia l S e rv ic e s .  The proposed cu ts  w i l l  have a m ajor impact on the 
q u a l i t y  o f e d u ca tio n  and the q u a l i t y  o f l i f e  in  our community. The lo s s  
o f  100 tea che rs  and 20 o th e r s p e c ia l s t a f f  i s  ex trem e ly  u n d e s ira b le . 
Educa tion  i s  much more than the Three Rs. Add the A r ts ,  Languages and 
E x t r a c u r r ic u la r  S p o rts  to  Reading, W r it in g  and A r ith m e t ic  and then you 
have a com prehensive, w e ll rounded education  th a t w i l l  b e n e f it  the 
e n t ir e  community and S ta te  o f A la ska . These a d d it io n a l e d u ca t io n a l 
o p p o r tu n it ie s  teach  fundamental s k i l l s  and studen t le a rn  c r i t i c a l
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le a rn in g  p ro ce sse s  as w e ll.  A w e ll rounded educa tion  p ro v id e s  s tuden ts  
w ith  s tro n g e r le a d e rsh ip  s k i l l s ,  in te rp e rs o n a l s k i l l  development, 
co -o p e ra t io n  and team work th a t  w i l l  se rve  them on a fa m ily  le v e l  and 
emoloyment le v e l .  The A r ts  and Spo rts  a ls o  a llo w  s tuden ts  to  deve lop  
c r i t i c a l  th in k in g  s k i l l s ,  independent le a rn in g , c r e a t iv i t y ,  tim e 
management s k i l l s ,  and many o the r s e l f  management s k i l l s ,  in c lu d in g  
r e s p o n s ib i l i t y  and a c c o u n ta b il i t y  to  a g re a te r  cause.

Our s tuden ts  who l i v e  and le a rn  in  A la ska  need to  fe e l co n f id e n t th a t 
they w i l l  f in d  work in  A la ska  th a t w i l l  pay a fa m ily  wage. We need to  
keep the  ta le n te d  teache rs , eng inee rs , m edica l p ro fe s s io n a ls ,  and the 
peop le  in  so many o th e r v o ca t io n s  in  A la ska . By not fund ing  these  
programs and reduc ing  e s s e n t ia l teach ing  programs now we w i l l  lo s e  these
ta le n te d  and devoted peop le  to  o th e r s ta te s  and they may not be so
in c l in e d  to  re tu rn  when the  s ta te  ge ts  to  b e t te r  f in a n c ia l  fo o t in g .  We 
need to  p ro te c t  our human re sou rce s  f o r  the fu tu re  o f A la ska  as w e ll as 
our n a tu ra l re sou rce s .

Thank you fo r  you r tim e and a t te n t io n  to  my v iew s. I would a ls o  l i k e  to  
s ta te  th a t I  have le a rn ed  q u ite  a b i t  about the  ch a lle n g e s  t h is  s ta te  
and my lo c a l  community fa ce  over the  la s t  few yea rs . Sometimes I th in k  
one o f your g re a te s t  ch a lle n g e s  i s  educa ting  the p u b lic  on the  is s u e s  
and o p t io n s  so th a t they  can make re s p o n s ib le  d e c is io n s .  I fe e l 
c o n f id e n t  th a t p eop le  w i l l  make the  a p p ro p r ia te  d e c is io n s  g iv en  enough 
in fo rm a tio n  and have the a b i l i t y  to  r e a l i z e  th a t the emotions and 
o p in io n s  shou ld  not be the  fundamental focus o f the is s u e s . I would l i k e
to  le a ve  you w ith  a quote th a t has im pressed me fo r  more than 20 y e a rs .
"As the  in d iv id u a l grows the  community grow s." I am ju s t  one o f many 
prim e examples o f  the  t h is  tru ism . P le a se  know th a t I am coun ting  on you 
to  s ta y  s trong  and make those tough d e c is io n s  th a t may not a lw ays be 
p o p u la r  but may be the  r ig h t  th in g  to  do.

Nevada Bovee 
1845 Caribou  Way 
F a irb an k s , AK 99709

Nevada Bovee
V ic e  P re s id e n t, M arketing

N orthern  S choo ls  and you, a w inn ing  com bination!
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Fairbanks North Star 
Borough 
I ioalth f  Social 
Services Commission

FY 2003

Human Services Community Matching Grant 

Highlights of the Community Impact

Grant Funds Were Distributed to Eleven Non-profit Agencies

O ACCA
o Alaska Legal Services Corporation 
o Dig Brothers / Big Sisters 
• Fairbanks Community Food Bank 
® Fairbanks Native Association 
« Hospice of ti 1a Tanana Valley 
® Interior AIDS Association

'I lie agencies used oiafo funds to
-jge fourteen runes that amount 

' in' tho value of services to the community

’ FY 2003Sink) funds ’ $ 312,083
I'iorbuyli funds; , , $ 184,291
.Inooino generated by projects $ 294,776 Other funds received by projects $ 1,588,481 In-kind generated by projects . $ 2,567,136.

. Total value to the community $ 4,946,767

Highlights of Services Provided ;

Interior Community Health Confer 
National Senior Service Corps 
North Star Council on Aging North Star Youth Court

Funding Leverage
$5,000,000 

$4,500,COO 

54,000.000 

53,500,000 

$3,000,000 

$2,500,000 

$2,000,000 

$1,500,000 

$1,000,000 

$500,000 

$-

$4,450,303

$3,?-003 $1!V,.?3|

J Z L  i;"!. _L.
Stale Funds Errouflh funds AQtincy

Lcvorago

o Distributed 1,380,798 pounds of food to hungry people using 16,147 volunteer hours 
<s } lomeboLintl seniors received 38,480 hot meals delivered to their home o 2,081 low income individuals received primary and preventative medical carc services 
« 306 terminally ill people and their loved ones received direct care and support 
» 250 Individuals received legal advice and referrals for housing, family lav;, health, and income 

maintenance problems* 52.2 children spent time with their Big Brother / Big Sister, enriching thoir lives with adult attention and support; ovor 68% showed improvement in school performance
* 92 youth were arraigned in youth court, diverting work from the foi mal juvenile justice system; youth defendants paid $3,086 In restitution and con trib u ted  1,615 nours of community service
o Provided transportation for 3,809 senior volunteer trips from theii residences to 27 active 

workstations* Community Service Patrol drivers picked-up and transported 1386 public inebriates
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.State Fundirr Jecreased 42% 
S i n c e  F Y  2 0 0 2 .

The community lost the potential to
generate $459,466, $769,652, and 
$1,287,480 cf other funds, project 
income and in-kind contributions in 
f Y02-03 04 respectively, due to 
insufficient state funding.

FAX NO. 9074591280 P. 04

Percent of Requests PuivJoil lsYW<FY04

,orj..fi'i:nt ol Rcquosftii 
1-un.tol

FY2QOO PY2001 FY2002 FY2C03 PY2IIIM

, FY Z004 Human Services Community Matching . 
Grant Projects Funded

Other PuntK 
ProJridfncoitiA

8. Irt KInt!
Afic-r.cy Brief Project Description Gr.trst Amount Contributions

dig fius.hets Big »ir.l<;ts M.,ich children In need of additional adult allrmlion wilh adult volunteers. if.U.OW- loio.nn?
Community food

Oitrtk
Wccl local surplus food and give It to people who need II, Ihrourjli agencies who 
ore Mined to Identity and respond to ihoso noods. fMi.OOri J2.052.D0D

Al.it/ku lefi.'il Services Cm p.
i’luvido legal asslctanco lo low-income families (those with Incomes below 125“,o 
ol poverty level) In civil cases such as housing. Income, public assistance fcsr.cfils. 
health caro and family law. thp.cyu J.C0.503

inUtrto/ Community llnalih 
Ci nier

Provide praveniaiive & primary hea'lh care services on o ending (so schedule 10 
low A moderate income people. mood 51U4.000

North Star Counril on Aging
Deliver hoi healthy meats to homebound elders Irving within tho FNSB, lo Includo 
firtvn meal soivico on weekends. 500,000 _$2CUtf?13

North Smr Yctilli Court
Operate rommnnlly-ba.ted juvcnllo Jusllco diversion nnd viclim offender mcdialion 
1110:11 am. 5111 I.HOC

lllliilllir AIDS ASKllCUlhQII
Provldo a hill sorvlco, mwthpdoga maintenance treatment program to opialo 
dependent persons. (Requested S49.550 bulcnly sii .014 vrns available) $.11,014 snn,7ie

Tr>f.:| 1'Vpjccf-: F’und.qrf $■321,011 ' 53.870,327

FY 2004 Human Services Community Matching 
Grant Projects NOT Funded

imennr/VDfj Association inlnncc of requost not funded 410.51-1 50

National Senior Service Coip:t
Support tronspufluUon needs of sonior citizens vokinleerlng their lima llirough 
formr Grandparents, Sonior Companions, and RSVP programs. 530.1310 431-1.0)4

1 ln;|n-;n o( Hid Tan.inn Vgllxy
Provldti Paltanl Caro Serviced and support to terminally HI people and ilicir loved 
ones. Provide Bereavement Services, education, Information sr.d training on 
itisiios refilling to death and dying, grief and loss. soo m 55 Vi I3;1

Ar.CA
PmvUo early Intervention services lo chlMron, aga birtli lo ihrcc, In social services 
cu’jlurty who begin llfo wllh medical, biological or social risks nnd who experience 
d,'velopmoiv,al delays. £50 050 £10,?.?$

liioiiit unuj inc.
Feed pcoplo llirough tho Soup Kildion, operate a day labor program, and supply 
donated clothing nnd othor household goods to ihoso In need. $4d WC 4115.130

tiiiiljiink?. N.nivo Association
hovldo a van scivlco that picks up public Inebriates and subslunco abusers, 
iU.MW.es thnlr r.nndilion, nnd transports tliem to nn oppropriale facility. $ “in moo _J103,234

0»;y. K (tills Cluli ul Ilia 
fan.nu Vnlir-v

Frovlrfo an vlfoidub'o summer day camp program where youlh ngcs 0-12 
participate In programs ond activities designed to cncourago academic and soci.il 
development. positive choices. Increased self esteem and compOlL'nec. fiOn.OOlr Sr 0.275

l .Mfiiijnks Counrc-flMg * 
Adojillon_____
ToioiProjoctslToi" " • 
F MiiilC cl

I'ng-iao al-risk youth ages 14-10 In Iho poolllvo physical and emotional ehnllengou 
Of wildomecs adventure leading lo the cessation of subsuncc obuoo, ochievement 
rjt |/hy:;!cnl filncss and scliool/Jeb retention culminating In an IncronedtJ capacity for 
coating a poc'iivo pro-social outlook on Hfu. 5-.i6.OOD $01,439

* '• _ ...... fjyyjj-M _____$iL?7y.;ino

Tol.'l I'rojocl t-icque'.t for i v  7.004 M O W - $5 ,1 12 ,0 07
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Please enter into the record my testimony to the j~ (O U S E ^  - F l h t A N C zfTc *■ a nt-n a -r-t /• CommiUce NomeCommittee on £>Q/t OrERATJAlq BUOQe T" j^atcd 03 • OH ■ Q<-(
Bill/Subject

J t i W M - l i A ' K i . ,  T h a -n M . y e a -  - ( t y  ' t h l o  

i j u - f i f a  O -t public  h e a r t y  o h  s t y e  openth ty  U t y t y .  c f  M  m y  

•/zlKe^i 'tK < ^  kxuAej^, /̂ %  o f W t/ A/asleep

StuJenfyroufS,museum, fuhh'c m *d ta ., ik^_

U n t M r t U b  > f f i b s , ! *  K u w U e H o * .  I n  I a c c r u e d  X H O  h o v r s

0-f com m uni'hj Seri/i'cCj S e r d / ' n a  d'heS’a.no e

a lo t  7t> &UV commuh i / fh z . h ill u> ^ ^ h iru n g

(yf) fajyH b frnho . rYh&tyLcnKS}, c$ OiWl YU){7 ~fo fy t

f c U ^  d u r r ^  T H m e

IS o n z  7 w tJ c i /R E C fjeE TT  m y  s f r v / c f  ro

p f t f lT E f t  W E S  N O T ' C oR TR fB tS re  TO IT S  OpEFS\T7Atq F O N b . 
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P le a s e  e n l e r  i n t o  th e  r e c o r d  m y  t e s t i m o n y  to  t h e  r/'i/ggc e  Con
Committee Name,

C o m m i t t e e  o n  a fj  D a t e d
Bill/Subject

Tobacco use is (he leading cause o f  preventable death in  A laska, and  is responsible fo r  
one out o f  every fiv e  deaths in our state. C urrently with the tobacco settle  m oney and  
tobacco tax the state is taking in o v t, 570 m illion  dollars. I f  the proposed  tobacco tax  
goes into effect that fig u re  w ill top $100 m illion. The V S Center fo r  D isease C ontrol has 
recom m ended that our state spend $16 m illion on Tobacco Prevention. That is not 
happening ye  t in A laska. We need to w ork harder!

I  totally support the A dm in istra tion  A m endm en t to rem edying last y e a r ’s  m iss la id  
$1,061,000 that went into the M edicaid fu n d  by giving it back lo Tobacco Prevention. I 
thank the com m issioner fo r  bringing this fo rw ard  fo r  you  attention.

I  urge yo u  to m aintain the leg is la tu re ‘s  com m itm ent to fu n d  at least th e  20%  level fo r  
Tobacco P revention. Your com m itm ent to fu n d  tobacco prevention, w ill brighlen the 

fu tu re  o f  our children, lower the cost the state has to spend to treat tobacco diseases, and  
Improve the health o f  Alaskans.

S IG N E D :
T estifier

R epresenting

P - O -  A k  9  9 7 6 ^
A ddress /  P hone Num ber
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J U N E A U

T E S T IM O N Y  F O R  H O U S E  F IN A N C E  C O M M IT T E E  F R O M  A  J U N E A U  R E S ID E N T

Juneau S c h o o ls  face  in creased  c la ss  s iz e s

A  lo o m in g  b u d get gap  is  fa c in g  the Juneau S c h o o l D istr ic t that w ill s e v e r e ly  a ffe c t  the  
q u a lity  o f  ed u ca tio n  in our p u b lic  sc h o o ls . U n le ss  the L eg is la tu re  in crea ses  
ed u cation  fu n d in g  for the n ex t fisca l year, Juneau sc h o o ls  fa ce  a ten p ercen t in crea se  in 
c la ss  s iz e , m a k in g  c la s s e s  w ith  2S  students per e lem en ta ry  sc h o o l teach er  
c o m m o n p la c e . O ur ch ild ren  w ill be le ss  lik e ly  to  su c c e e d  in sc h o o l w ith  th is in crea se  and  
m ore ch ild ren  w ill fa ll through the cracks.

T h e  C ity  o f  Juneau and the S tate o f  A lask a  both con trib u te  fu n d in g  for s c h o o ls .  
C urrently, the C ity a € ™ s con trib u tion  is at the m ax im u m  le g a lly  a llo w e d  (th e  "cap"). 
L ocal
teachers re c e iv ed  a w e ll-d e se r v e d  ra ise  th is year as their  sa la r ies  h a v e  not k ep t up w ith  
in fla tion . In contrast to the loca l support sh o w n  for s c h o o ls , th e  S ta te  con trib u tion  
to A lask a  sc h o o ls  has risen  little  in  the last d ecad e. T h e  L eg is la tu re  and G o v ern o r  c la im  
they  w ill aGccprotect ed u ca tio n  fund ingaC D , but this o n ly  m ea n s th ey  w ill n ot cu t 
from  current fu n d in g  le v e ls . In the m ean tim e, in fla tion  has c h ip p ed  a w a y  at ed u cation  
fu n d in g  and the real va lu e  o f  student fu n d in g  has d ecreased . W e  are h o ld in g  our  
ch ild ren a € ™ sa € ™  fe e t to  the fire by se ttin g  ed u cation  b en ch m ark s, but w e  a lso  n eed  to  
p rovid e the fu n d in g  n e e d e d  for each  student to h ave a fair c h a n c e  al m e e tin g  the  
n ew  testin g  req u irem en ts.

T h e  G overn or and L eg isla tu re  n eed  to ch an ge  the m ea n in g  o f  "protecting  education"  
from  a€Tno ed u ca tio n  cutsaG ™  to aG 'increasc ed u cation  fundingaG ™ . F o r  Juneau  
sc h o o ls , a $ 4 0 0  in crea se  in the per-sludent a lloca tion  w o u ld  m ainta in  c la s s e s  at the  
e x is t in g  s iz e , rather than su ffer in g  an in crease  in c la ss  s iz e . In creasin g  fu n d in g  to  
m atch in fla tion  a lso  is cr itica l. I request that ed u cation  fu n d in g  be in crea sed  to m eet our 
ch ild ren a € ™ s b asic  p u b lic  ed u cation  n eed s. I am  w illin g  to p a y  for th ese  
in crea ses  through b road -b ased  taxes.
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Re: Support fo r  Public H«alth Nursing Fund R estoration Page 2  o f  2

March 3 ,2 0 0 4

Services provided by Public H ealth N u rses also help to  expand access t o  health care, in com m unities 
w h ere  th ere  are  n o  providers, o r  w hen  o th er  providers are unavailable to  serve.

A m ong th e  m o st pressing and Important service issues are Increasing dem ands for d isease control 
services. This fall, for exam ple, public health nurses w e r e  on  th e  front lines responding to  cases o f  
Viral Meningitis, Pertussis (W hooping C ough), Salmonella and a near-record flu season . Increased  
surveillance and continued fo llow  up for th e  2000-2001 tuberculosis o u t break continues to  be 
needed . Achieving and sustaining im m unization rates to  p r o te c t  ou r children, youth and adults a t risk 
are all essential o u tco m es In th e  D epartm ent o f Health and Social Services m ission and m easures.

D isease  con tro l efforts, as w e  have been rem inded today, are central t o  delivering th e  State's 
constitutional m andate to  p r o t e a  and p rom ote  th e  public’s health. It is also critical in assuring 
Alaska’s  viability as a tou rist destination and place w h ere  businesses w an t to  op erate.

W e  are deeply con cern ed  w ith  th e  im part o f  budget cuts t o  Public Health Nursing. T he dilemma o f  
reduced funding and support for th e  Division o f  Public Health has resulted  In a restructuring o f  
Alaska’s Public H ealth N ursing services, in an effort to  limit th e  im pact on  serv ices to  com m unities. 
Plans to  transition services to  th e  private s e c to r  are am bitious a t b est and w ith ou t com prehensive  
planning, will resu lt in critical health services and -  m o st Importantly -  th e  p rotection  o f th e  public's 
health to  be threatened .

A s th e  infrastructure fo r  public health continues to  ero d e , w e  exp ress co n cern  that th e  Division o f  
Public Health Section  o f  N ursing m ay b e spreading itself t o o  thin, which could resu lt In a risk to  the  
public's health and d ecreases in health o u tco m es for ou r  infants, children, adults and elderly.

Ultimately, th e  legal responsibility for safeguarding and prom oting th e  health o f  th e  population rests 
w ith govern m en t public health agencies.

W e  urge you t o  prlorlcfze full restoration  o f  funds to  th e  Division o f  Public H ealth Section o f  Nursing  
along w ith su p p ort for a to b a cco  tax, am ong o th er  so u rces o f  reven u e being proposed .

Thank you.

Marie J. LaMgne, Executive D irecto r  
Alaska Public H ealth A ssociation

P .O . B o x  8 -1 8 2 5  A n ch o rag e , A K  9 * 9 0 9  907 /3 32 -1 030  e -w a l l : p u W le h e a lth 4 a la a k e .n e t w w w .e laokapubHoheaKh .o rg

http://www.elaokapubHoheaKh.org


FROM :RLPHA FAX NO. 1 9 0 7 3 3 2 1 0 3 6 M a r. 0 3  2 0 0 4  0 9 :3 1 P M  P I

A l a s k a  P u b l i c  h e a l t h  A s s o c i a t i o n

Page i  o f  2

A LPH A March 3, 20 0 4

(H)FIN Hearings on  CSH B375 O perating Budget

W «  U r g e  Y o u r  S u p p o r t  f o r  P u b lic  H e a lt h  N u r s in g  F u n d  R e s t o r a t io n !

D ear m em bers o f  the H o u se  Finance C om m ittee:

O n behalf o f  th e  Alaska Public Health A ssociation , representing o v er  tw o  hundred public health  
professionals from  across Alaska w h o  are deeply com m itted  to  developing sound public health policy  
and sustaining a strong public health system  to  im prove th e  health o f  all Alaskans, w e  urge you  to  
resto re  full funding to  th e  Division o f  Public H ealth’s Section  o f  Nursing.

A t a tim e w hen  State G overnm ent takes pride in leading by focusing on Mission and O u tco m es, w e  
are deeply con cern ed  that p rop osed  cuts t o  th e  D ivision o f  Public Health N ursing S ection  will 
negatively im pact health o u tco m es In ou r com m unities. A t th e  very  tim e w e  need  to  b e  strengthening  
th e  public health infrastructure to  respond to  increasing dem ands fo r  d isease prevention  and control, 
th ese  budget cuts risk further eroding th e  public health Infrastructure.

Public health nursing is th e  fron t line public health w o rk fo rce  in Aiaskan com m unities to  deliver  
disease prevention and protection , health prom otion , and health assessm en t services.

T he public health infrastructure extends beyond the 23 public health cen ters to  m ore  than 2 5 0  
com m unities through th e  travel o f  Itinerant Public H ealth N u rses. In four com m unities, serv ices are 
contracted  directly w ith N o r to n  Sound Health C orporation , Maniilaq Health C orp oration , N orth  
Slope Borough Health D epartm ent and Municipality o f  A nchorage Health D ep a rtm en t

T he su ccess o f  ou r  public health nurses is th e  result o f  years o f  establishing and building tru st in the  
com m unities th ey  serve, w orking to  identify th o se  at risk, t o  m on itor health status w h ile  supporting  
local com m unities in responding to  health concerns. T he skilled contribution fo r  health a sse ssm en t  
planning and d evelop m en t by Public Health N urses Is highly valued.

C o re  services provided by public health nurses Includes d isease p rotection  and prevention  t o  prevent 
and control chronic and com m unicable d iseases, including TB, Hepatitis A /B /C , HIV, jT D , fo o d -  
w ater-vector  b orn e d iseases, diabetes, obesity, and cardio-vascular disease.

In an era w h ere  terrorism , SARS, W e s t  N ile  Virus, Small Pox, n ew  and em erging d iseases can 
threaten th e  public's health, Public Health N ursing has been  at th e  co r e  o f  th e  S a t e  o f  Alaska's 
resp on se  plans t o  assist in th e  developm ent o f sta tew id e and regional disaster preparedness, training 
and exerc ises  for b io-terrorism  preparedness, and t o  respond  a t th e  com m unity level t o  potential 
threats to  th e  public's health.

P .O . B o x  9 -1 8 2 6  A n ch o rag e , A K  9 9 6 0 9  9 0 7 /9 32 -1 030  o-m a l/: p ub ltc h o o tth^ e taak a .n o t www .al ̂ sKapub lic h co ith .o rg
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T E S T IM O N Y  F O R  H O U S E  F IN A N C E  C O M M IT T E E  F R O M  A  J U N E A U  R E S ID E N T

Juneau S c h o o ls  fa ce  in crea sed  c la ss  s iz e s

A  lo o m in g  budget gap  is  fa c in g  the Juneau S c h o o l D istr ic t that w ill s e v e r e ly  a ffec t the 
q u ality  o f  ed u cation  in ou r p u b lic  s c h o o ls . U n le ss  the L eg is la tu re  in crea ses  ed u cation  
fu nd ing  for the n ex t fisca l year, Juneau sc h o o ls  fa c e  a ten p ercent in crea se  in c la ss  s iz e , 
m ak in g  c la s se s  w ith  2 8  stu d en ts per e lem en ta ry  sc h o o l teach er c o m m o n p la c e . Our 
ch ildren  w ill be le ss  lik e ly  to su c c e e d  in sch o o l w ith  th is in crease  and m ore ch ildren  w ill 
fall through th e  crack s.

T h e  C ity  o f  Juneau and the S ta te o f  A la sk a  both con trib u te fu n d in g  for sc h o o ls . 
C urrently, the C ity ’s con tr ib u tio n  is  at the m ax im u m  le g a lly  a llo w e d  (the "cap"). L oca l 
teachers re c e iv ed  a w e ll-d e se r v e d  ra ise  th is year as their  sa laries h a v e  not kept up w ith  
in fla tion . In con trast to the loca l support sh o w n  for s c h o o ls , the S ta te  con trib u tion  to 
A lask a  sc h o o ls  has ra ised  little  in the last d eca d e . T h e  L eg is la tu re  and G overn or c la im  
they  w ill protect ed u ca tio n  fu n d in g , but th is o n ly  m ea n s th ey  w ill not cu t from  current 
fund ing  le v e ls . In the m ea n tim e , in fla tion  has ch ip p ed  a w a y  at ed u ca tio n  fu n d in g  and the  
real va lu e  o f  student f. n d in g  has d ecrea sed . W e are h o ld in g  our ch ild ren  feet to the fire  
by settin g  ed u ca tio n  b en ch m ark s, but w e  a lso  n eed  to p ro v id e  the fu n d in g  n eed ed  for  
each  student to h a v e  a fa ir  ch a n ce  at m ee tin g  the n ew  testin g  req u irem en ts.

T h e  G overn or and L e g is la tu r e  need  to ch a n g e  the m ea n in g  o f  "protecting education"  
from  no ed u cation  cu ts  to in crea se  ed u cation  fu n d in g . F or Juneau s c h o o ls , a $ 4 0 0  
in crease  in the p cr-slu d en t a llo ca tio n  w o u ld  m aintain  c la s se s  al the e x is t in g  s iz e , rather 
than su ffer in g  an in crea se  in c la ss  s iz e . In creasin g  fu n d in g  to m atch in fla tion  a lso  is  
critica l. I request that ed u ca tio n  fu n d in g  be in creased  lo  m eet our c h ild r e n ’s basic pub lic  
ed u cation  n eed s. I am  w illin g  to pay for th ese  in crea ses  through b road -b ased  taxes.

M ik e  S ig ler

H arborview  E lem en ta ry  S c h o o l p arent



State of Alaska 
Representative John Harris 
House Finance Chair

March 5, 2004 
Dear Mr. Hams

As a family member who has seen the devastation of the disease of addiction, I am writing as a 
concerned Alaskan about the proposed $600,000 cut to Alcohol and drug treatment programs, I am 
asking that this money NOT BE CUT and that alcohol and drug treatment be FULLY FUNDED.

Some things are very clear to me Mr. Harris. Alcoholism is a disease. We have more than enough 
medical evidence to prove this. It is fundamentally a brain disease Once a person becomes addicted, 
only medical treatment will work. Unfortunately this Is not medical treatment where you can give a 
person a pill and the disease goes away. The addicted person has to leam a new way of living. This 
takes time.

AJaska Is #1 In the country In alcoholism. Our suicide rate, which is often connected with drug or 
alcohol use is through the roof this year. We cannot take any more cuts. Many Alaskans do not have 
health benefits and do not qualiry for Medicaid. They will need treatment and will not be able to afford It 
The result is that they will take up more jail b eds and you cannot treat a medical condition with a prison 
term. Emergency rooms will become overrun with people In need of detoxification services which ends 
up costing the state and our citizens thousands while placing undue burdens on emergency services.

There Is talk of cutting the Alcohol Safety Action program. This must continue to be funded as 
accountability is a part of the treatment of the illness of addiction. If left on their own most addicts will 
not comply with seeking treatment without a mitigating party to answer to. I would suggest that this 
program be funded as a Misdemeanor Services program within the Alaska court system, or revert to a 
Department of Public Safety program. It Is our opinion that either of these moves would preserve an 
important monitoring service and could still place the responsibility of the crime back where It belongs, 
on the person who committed the crime. To do otherwise is inconsistent with your core service goals to

• Reduce the number of Alaskans afflicted with alcoholism and substance abuse
AND

• Preventing and mitigating threats to public health.

Child abuse and neglect often occurs with the presence of alcohol and drug abuse. You can 
expect our children to be more at risk If you block access to treatment by cutting funding. The 
statistics speak for themselves. To cut funding for treatment would essentially mean doing what is 
inconsistent with you core service goal of:

• Protect children from abuse and neglect
’• k

Overall, your cuts would appear would appear to go against your Mission:To promote end protect the health and well being of Alaskans
I cannot stress enough that LIVES depend on treatment People die from this affliction and your cuts 
may mean life or death for someone. I am again asking that the propoeed $600.000 cut to Alcohol 
and drug treatment programs be voted against. I am asking that this money NOT BE CUT and 
that alcohol and drug treatment be FULLY FUNDED. Alaskan lives depend on it.

.0 Box 34045 
Juneau, AK. 99803 ' 
907-364-3830



Jan Me3dag

House Finance Committee:

I have heard that there is the potential of residenti! treatment for substance dependence being cut. Please, Please 
reconsider plans to cut reside, mal treatment. Addiction is a very serious problem in out stated. Once addiction has 
progressed, it is very difficult to stop if not almost impossible to stop without treatment. Residential treatment focusses on 
those seriously ill residence in our state who can not make it without the structure of a residential facility.

Many in this population do not have Medicaid of insurance. They need and want treatment but can not afford it. If they can 
not be treated, they will still take up emergency rooms or take up jail beds. Family often end up on Public Assistance 
becaue of their financial problems. Cost to the state remains because the state will pay through another less desirable 
route. It seems more cost effective if people are treated for addiction. I have been involved in the field for many years and 
I have seen many whose lives are better and improved because of treatment.

Jan Mesdag

'4 a * - •

1
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March 5, 2004

Representative John Harris House Finance Chair

Fax 465.3799

As a taxpayer, I am concerned that you a.-* considering cutting funding for residential treatment for people with alcohol and/or other drug dependence. If the state does not support residential and 
inpatient treatment for people with drugs and alcohol dependence, only the wealthy will be able to afford treatment. Those without insurance or other means of payment for treatment will flood our emergency rooms and correction centers. 85 -  95% of all child abuse Is related to alcohol and/or other drugs, ̂ nd without Intervention the danger to our most vulnerable citizens will increase dramatically. The impact and cost of that damage is incalculable end those who survive will be angry, bitter, and antisocial individuals who will follow the same path and the cycle repeats over and over again. If anything, you should be considering increasing the funding for more residential treatment centers capable of providing wrap-around services to insure an increase in positive outcomes.Please, do not reduce funding for residential drug and/or alcohol treatment centers. If you do, we will all suffer the serious consequences of your mistake for many years to come.

Sinceralv \

Cyndte-Fbrd Purdy 9475 Eagle St. Juneau, AK 99801 907.789.5523



Date: March 5,2004
To: House Finance Chair, Representative John Harris 465-3799 

From: Samantha Abem athy'^f^

Re: proposed $600,000 cut to Residential Alcohol/drug treatment

I am writing to support the continence o f monies for alcohol and drug 
treatment in the state o f Alaska. Alaska had the highest rate o f injury de? th in 
the United States during 1986 1992. Higher rates occurred in rural Alaska, 
where the majority o f injury deaths were alcohol-related and among Alaska 
Natives. In Alaska, the prevalence of Fetal Alcohol Spectrum Disorder is 
higher than the national average.

I believe it is our duty as a state to provide alcohol and drug treatment services 
to Alaska Natives and all peoples o f Alaska, as the projected figures o f death 
will only increase. Additionally, the cost o f medical care and incarceration will 
not offset the monies saved by not providing alcohol and drug treatment.

Thank you.
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To Representilive John Harris:

I am a victim of domestic violence and 1 am also a concerned parent I think the proposed cut in our 
Alcohol/Drug treatment plan would not only effect my family but thousands of others too. This service is 
an important part of recovery for a large percent of our resident. It doesn’t just effect the offender it 
effects the innocent people involved. Please consider the innocent and help us by helping the recovery of 
chemical abusers before the innocent die. Thank you Jodi Miracle.
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I am very concerned that the grants for the Council on Domestic Violence 
and Sexual Assault is down $648,000 which will impact 21 programs 
statewide. This would be a travesty and seriously endanger the safety o f 
women and children in Alaska.

As the Youth Educator at Interior Alaska Center for Non-Violent Lining, I 
provide classes and presentations on the prevention o f  domestic violence and 
sexual assault for students ranging from pre-school through college. Last 
month alone I taught classes to over 300 teenagers. T also train teachers and 
agency workers on the effects o f domestic violence on children and how to 
work with children from violent homes. I provide parenting classes and 
attend health fairs to let people know o f our services and provide 
information as needed by the public, I believe that through the process o f 
education we can help prevent future generations from experiencing 
domestic violence and sexual assault.

The proposed cuts would eliminate this service to the community. My part- 
time position would certainly disappear, as would the shelter’s Children 
Program that provides advocacy and support groups for children living at the 
shelter as well as non-residents. I f  we want to end the inter-generational 
continuance o f  domestic violence and sexual assault, we need to educate the 
community and help the children learn how to have healthy relationships and 
not grow up to become victims or abusers.

I’m asking that the $648,000 be restored to the Council on 
Domestic Violence and Sexual Assault. My concern is not just for the youth 
education and child advocacy positions that will be lost, but for the future 
safety o f women and children in Alaska. As a way to provide the revenue for 
these important programs, I would be happy to pay a state income tax. I 
believe that’s the only fair way to pay for services needed by our state.

Sincerely,

To  the members of the House Budget Finance Committee:

]

V outh Educator
Interior Alaska Center for Non-Violent Living
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4 3 9 7  Julep Street 
Juneau A K  99801

M arch 5 , 20 0 4

H ou se F inance C om m ittee  
A laska State Legislature

RE: B udget cuts to A laska  M arine H igh w ay  System

Southeast A laska geography is coastal and island, a geography quite un like the rest o f  the  
U nited  States. In such ail area, w here hum an habitation is  confined  to narrow strips o f  
coastline and islands, seaborne transportation is  the basic transportation infrastructure 
w ith in  the area, as w ell as an im portant link  to areas outside. Ferry transportation is  
relatively  lo w  cost, has a lo w  im pact on the environm ent, and continues to operate in 
w eather conditions w h en  tho air alternative cannot.

The call for im proved ferry service has been clearly  m ade. T h e need for im proved  ferry 
transportation am ong Southeast com m unities is  ob v iou s and indisputable: serv ice  that is 
faster, m ore frequent, m ore convenient, and m ore reliable. B etter f e n y  links are 
necessary  to support com m crco and society; w ithout them  a num ber o f  sm aller  
com m unities w ill w ither.

Tho budget proposal to cut ten percent from M arine H igh w ays m aintenance and 
operations is  a m ove in the w rong direction entirely, curtailing and degrading service. 
T his is  n ot a cut o f  fat, it is a cut from the flesh  and bone o f  vital transportation  
infrastructure. It is self-destructive, and m akes no sense. W h y buy n ew  ferries, i f  you  
lack the m eans to operate them  together w ith  the rest o f  the ex istin g  system ?

R oads cannot connect an island and coastal environm ent. T he m ain  reason for build ing  
them  is federal h igh w ay  m oney. Our congressional delegation  should  d evote  m ore effort 
to obtaining m ore liberal provisions for u sin g  such  m on ey  for transport adapted to the 
peculiar needs o f  Southeast, the A laska M arine H igh w ay  System .

I strongly oppose any budget cut for M arine H ighw ays.

R ep. B ruce W cyhrauch
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RESOURCE CENTER FOR PARENTS AND CHILDREN
1401 KEL.LUM STREET 

FAIRBANKS, ALASKA 99701 
PHONE (907) 456-2866 FAX (907) 451-8125 

rcpc@rcpcfairbanks.orgRCPC 
Ybur Parenting Information Center

Via fax: 465-6813 
March 5, 2004
Dear House Finance Committee members:
It has come to my attention that the Councit on Domestic Violence and Sexual Assault budget has been cut and is down by $648,000 from the original amount of $1.5 million. These cuts will severely impact these much needed services to 
those caught in the cycle of family violence.
The impacts to the Interior Alaska Center for Non-Violent Living are severe and 
long lasting:

• Loss of d.v. education in our schools
• Limiting the number of clients who may reside each night in the shelter
• Cutting back on legal advocacy resources
• Discontinuing services offered to children of family violence

Your restoration of the $850,000 will go along way to keeping these families safe and helping to teach kids about the risk and protective factors in family violence. As the director of the Resource Center for Parents and Families, along with the staff we directly see the results of family violence and how it affects all of us in this community.
I urge you to restore the funds to the Domestic Violence and Sexual Assault budget and I strongly support use of an income tax or the permanent fund to provide these valuable services to Alaskan families.
Warm Regards, -

Coieen Turner Executive Director

A Chapter ol Prevent Child Abuse - America 
and

A Member Agency of United Way of the Tannna Valley

mailto:rcpc@rcpcfairbanks.org
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March 4, 2003

R t f ) 1;

Barbara Bird via email to the Sitka LIO office:

Please forward my request to not cut any more senior citizen benefits. W e’ve 
been whittled to the bone. Also, it would be nice if Gov. Murkowski would 
rein in his own extravagant expenditures!!

Sincerely, Barbara Bird, 1501 Edgecumbe Drive, Sitka, AK 99835

hpbobby@ptialaska.net

mailto:hpbobby@ptialaska.net
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M a r c h  5 ,  2 0 0 4

To the Finance Committee;

My understanding is one o f the items to be discussed in budget 
hearing is a considerable cut to the Alaska State Ferry System which would 
amount to a 10% reduction in service to Southeast communities.
Our service has already been reduced considerably. This is important means 
transportation among the villages and cities. The ferries make it through in 
all kinds o f weather whjin planes aren’t able to fly.
Future plans for roads (God help us) will be years in the making, in the mean 
time we need to keep the ferries in operating conditions.
Questions 1 have are the highways and roads taking a cut? After all this is 
our highway.
Times are hard for the state as well as for the citizens. Please give 
consideration for keeping the ferry schedule at the present schedule. We in 
Southeast don’ t ask for much and seem to be a stepchild o f the state.
Sincerely,

Dorothy Thpmsen 
3505 Halibut Point Road 
Sitka, Alaska 99835
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g  F a i r b a n k s  North Star Borough Health &$ocial8 ervices
Commissiony 520  pifu, /\ve p o  00x71267  Fairbanks, Alaska 99707-1267 (907)459-1474 f.«>; <onv) 4so-i20o

To: House Finance Committee
C &From: Carrie Dershin, Chair, Health and Social Services Commission "

H alo: March 5 , 2 0 0 4

Subject: Hum an S ervices C om m unity M atching Grant

On b eh alf o f  the I ieallh  and Socia l S ervices C om m ission , I w ould  like to thank yon for reinstating the 
C om m unity M atching Grant in the am ount o f  $ 1 ,0 0 0 ,0 0 0 . A s a fo llo w  up to m y testim on y from  
yesterday even ing , I inn pleased to provide you w ith  a brief report on the com m unity  im pact o f  the 
I luman S ervices C om m unity M atching Grant. T his w ill further illustrate the need to continue this vital 
grant program.

It is m y hope that you are already w ell aware o f  the im pact that these funds have on the d elivery  o f  
cssaU ial human services w ithin our com m unity. T hese range front hot m eals and em ergen cy  food 
b oxes to attainable health care to youth leadership and m entoring. T he serv ices that are provided by our 
local non-profits are non-duplicative, e ffic ien t and cost-cfTcctive.

In I’YO.1, stale funds o f  $ 3 1 2 ,0 8 3  com bined w ith the B orough allocation  o f  $ 1 8 4 ,2 9 1  leveraged  a total 
com m unity value o f  $ 4 ,9 4 6 ,7 6 7  w hen other sources o f  funds and the va lu e o fin -k iiid  donations arc 
considered. Jn short, these funds provided a va lue to the com m unity fo u n e  on lim es that o f  this actual 
grant dollars allocated.

Tho need lo preset vo th is grant is great. T he im pact that these funds have in our com m u n ity  is 
significant. The health and care o f  our com m unity is  critical to the overall growth and d evelop m en t o f  
our future. Unfortunately the future o f  (he C om m unity M atching Grant is at risk. S in ce  I‘Y 02 , stale  
funding for the C om m unity M atching Grant has decreased 42% . W ith the M at-Su U orough now  elig ib le  
for the funding as w e ll, this reduces the am ount com in g into our com m unity  even  fun her. Umher than 
the com bined total o f  $ 3 3 1 .014  com in g to agen cies as in F Y 04 , w e could see  approxim ately on ly  
,$267,000. T his roughly translates in lo  not seven , but on ly  fiv e  local agen cies that cou ld  receive  this 
grunt. T h is is dow n from the e lev en  agencies o f  tw o years ago.

An additional $ 2 3 6 ,0 0 0  allocated to the proposed $ 1 ,0 0 0 ,0 0 0  w ould  keep tis at the sam e funding level o f  
FY 04. T he need for serv ices is go in g  to continue to increase. Our safety  net w hich  has boc.it hold 
together by our local non-profits is continuing to be stretched and could lo se  its strength w ithout tho 
necessary fiscal support from our local com m unity and our state. The H um an S erv ices C om m unity  
M atching Grant is nn exceptionally cost-effhclivc  u se o f  public dollars that ex em p lifie s  I lie d eep ly  rooted  
philosophy o f  neighbors help ing neighbors. Thank yo u  for the valuable work that you  do and for your 
continued and future support keeping our com m unities healthy and w ell.
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Department of Labor and Workforce 
Development

Division of Vocational Rehabilitation 
Governor's Committee on Employment & Rehabilitation 

Of People with Disabilities

March 6, 2004
House Finance Committee

F M N K H . MURKOWSKJ, COVERNO*

801 West 10" SbMt, S u it A 
Junoau, Alaska 99801 
V/TTY; (907) 405*2814 
FAX; (907)465-2856

Dear Members of the Committee;
I would like to address the proposed cuts to the Division of Vocational Rehabilitation. Governor Murkowski's proposed cut of $138,000 to the Administration sections of VR and the Division's decision to dose the Bethel office would not significantly impact services to consumers. However the additional $126,000 proposed by the Committee would have a magnifying and devastating affect on persons receiving services. Because these are matching funds an equal reduction in federal funds would occur totaling $252,000. These cuts would be in direct dient services and would trigger an Order of Selection process In the State of Alaska. This means that some clients would be dropped and others would not receive services at all. Those not served would find It even more difficult to get off Sodal Security and Medicaid. They would probably stay on those programs. The order of selection probably would also result in more sign ups to SS resulting in more individuals on Medicaid. In the spirit of producing more jobs and putting our citizens to work this is counter productive.
As in the Independent Living programs these dollars help to get people off Medicaid and Social Security. Without the opportunity for training and chance to improve, these individuals would continue stay on these non-productive programs. These are dollars well spent.
If these cuts go through the Sitka and Kodiak offices are slated for closure. Sitka was being served out of the Juneau office for almost a year and it proved not to work. The work load in Juneau had increased leaving Sitka almost unserved, not to mention that all clients in Angoon, Kake, Petersburg, Wrangell would be underserved or dropped.
Please find the funds so as not to eliminate the $126,000 in client services to the 
Division of Vocational Rehabilitation. Thank you.

'Jerry Kainualinen GCERPD Member
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From: "Sharon John" <shjohn@gd.net>
To: <Silk^_Llo@legis,s(at0.aK.us>
Cc: 'Vicki Keele" <Vjeki_K«ele®labor.state.ak,us>; "Lisa April" ■rtisa_april@labor.state.ak.us>
Sant: Friday, March 05, 2004 5:06 PM
Subject: Sitka DVR

I would like to respond to the proposed closure o f the Sitka DVR office due to stated budget 
reduction.

t 2002 as I was leaving my shift at the Pioneer’s Home here in Sitka, I was struck by a hit and run 
\iver and lay unconscious in the street for approximately 15-20 minutes before taken to the 
hospital. I now suffer from Traumatic Brain Injury with balance problems, headaches, memory 
deficits, cognitive function deficit, tinnitus, impaired comprehension with difficulty in new or 
abstract thoughts, and right eye sluggishness, to name some problems associated with ray injury. 
Having been in the nursing field 40 years, this was the only work I knew when I was suddenly 
removed from my vocation. After two years o f being unable to work, I linked up with the Sitka DVR 
and right away was able 1o begin testing to ascertain what the potential for my future was, and now 
have pending appointments with other entities to hopefully assist me in becomming more produ' 
as time goes on.

Because my ability to drive is likely going to be fairly short lived, it’s a real blessing to hav 
office close by for visits. I would not like to think about having to travel great distances for 
appointments, and, due to veiy poor ferry service in Sitka, the very people DVR is committed to 
helping, would experience a ‘double whammy5— becoming even more victimized by the lack o f 
facilities in town, poor transportation services AND getting thrown into unfamiliar surroundings in 
order to be given an appointment with D VR  offices elsewhere.

I sincerely hope this office w ill remain open for the good o f this unique community... it is neededl 

Sincerely,

Sharon John

3/6/04

mailto:shjohn@gd.net
mailto:rtisa_april@labor.state.ak.us
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I w a s ex trem ely  d istressed  to  hear o f  p lan s to cut A lask a 's A lc o h o l S a fe ty  A c tio n  Program  
budget. S a v in g  m o n ey  is  a lw a y s  g o o d , but th is is  not the w a y  to do it. A S A P  p rogram s are 
d esig n ed  o n  severa l le v e ls  to sa ve  m o n e y  and there is  apparent m isu n d ersta n d in g  about w h at the 
A S A P  fu n ction  actu a lly  is.

A lco h o l and other drugs are in v o lv e d  in  a lm o st th ree-fourths o f  a ll cou rt c a se s  in  A la sk a . W hat 
A S A P s do is  to o ffer  an a ltern ative to regular sen ten c in g  p ro to co ls  for p e o p le  w h o se  o ffe n se s  
in v o lv e  drugs and a lco h o l. T h ese  p e o p le  are g iv e n  the c h o ic e  o f  r e c e iv in g  an A S A P  screen in g  
and then c o m p ly in g  w ith  treatm ent or ed u cation  reco m m en d a tio n s in d ica ted  b y  th is screen in g .
In th is w a y  A S A P s  p ro v id e  early  in terven tion s to catch  drin k in g  and d ru g g in g  b eh a v io rs b efore  
they b e c o m e  ser io u s hea lth  risks to  c lie n ts  and create ser io u s c o s ts  to  so c ie ty .

In addition , A S A P s  serv e  as a sp e c ia liz e d  probation  fu n ctio n  to m o n ito r  th ese  c lie n ts  for  
co m p lia n ce . W h en  A S A P s  take o v er  a lc o h o l-  and other d rug-related  c a se s , court d o ck ets  
b eco m e le ss  c lo g g e d  and probation  c a se lo a d s  are ligh ten ed . T h e  n u m b ers are con sid era b le  - 
8 ,5 0 0  D U I o ffen d ers  are m on itored  b y  A S A P  p rogram s each  year. A S A P s  insure increased  
co m p lia n ce  as w e ll . W h en  fu n d in g  for an A S A P -a ff ilia te  program  in  K en a i, A la sk a , w a s  cut last 
year, ab sen tee ism  ju m p ed  SO percen t in  tw o  m onths.

It seem s iron ic  to m e that on  the first d ay  o f  th is  year's le g is la t iv e  s e s s io n , a drunk driver ran into  
your fen ce  b efo re  m id d ay . It is  d ou b tfu l that the driver d id  th is  d e lib era te ly . P e o p le  do not set  
ou t to break the law  b y  d rin k in g  and d riv ing; rather, th e y  are e ith er  y o u n g  and fo o lish  and in 
need  o f  ed u cation , or th ey  are in  the grip s o f  a d isea se  that c lo u d s  their ju d g m en t. T h e  fen ce  
in cid en t is  a dram atic in d ica tio n  o f  h o w  b a d ly  w e  n eed  to fund m ore e f fe c t iv e  a lco h o l and other  
drug p reven tion , in terven tion  and treatm ent program s. T h e  last th in g  A la sk a  n eed s is to pu ll the  
p lu g  on  th is funding.

P lease  do not w ith d raw  fu n d in g  from  our A S A P s .

S in cere ly , .

u d s m
Barbara B lack m an  
6 5 9 0  G lac ier  H ig h w a y  #151  
Juneau, A K  9 9 801  
(9 0 7 )  7 8 0 -6 2 4 2  
b b lack m n @ p tia lask a .n et

Dear Governor Murkowski:

mailto:bblackmn@ptialaska.net
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Mi my name is Dawn Jurado
1 was referred lo Voc Rehab by my probation officer and with their help 1 
have been able to pet iny life on irack.
Voc Rehab has:

*» I Iolped me stay alcohol free
* Uncom aged me to work on my basic skills
vi> 1 lelped me bnikl confidence in myself and positive work ethics
® Assisted ino in getting a job and face reality in tbe work place

Wilhoul Voc Rehab I would probably have continued to drink and would 
likely be in jail today, Because of VR 1 am off probation, my self-esteem is 
nuieb higher and 1 have a good job with benefits.
ff funding lor all o f the social service agencies gets cut people are going to 
go crazy and probably get into more trouble because there will be no help 
available -  people's lives arc at stake.
Everyone needs someone lo believe in them!
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Toll Freo ; (860)406-3535 
Phone: (007)486-3535 

Fox: (907)486-7689 
115 Mill Roy Rond 

Kodiak, Alaska 90015 
Email: sofeitarbor@gci.net

Maiv.li 05, ?.()(> I

Re: V ocational Rehabilitation Support

T o  W hom  ft M ay  Concern:

A rut in funding U> K odiak’s V ocational Rehabilitation w ould  be a trem endous b low  to the serv ices  
Kodiak C ouncil on A lcoh olism  provides as Ihe majority o f  our clients are in need oiThu.se serv ices to yet their 
lives back on trace as they h ave been outside the mainstream o f  so c ie ty . A s the E xecu tive D irector o f  S a le  
(la ilm r 1 w as on ce  o n e  o f th e s e  people and d ie serv ices t in t  V ocational R ehabilitation provided m o allow ed  m e
10 gel m y  degree and b eco m e a productive m em ber o f  soc ie ty  as opposed to a burden. I f  these serv ices  are 
pulled the State w ill Mill pay Ihe cost I hough it w ill be in d ie  area o l‘pub lic  safety  and the Departm ent o f  
Correct in in.

11 you have any further questions please feel free to contact m e al die above num ber. Thank you .

/  s . /

D, S cu ll ,‘Smith, M A I’S
Uxwuiivn Dinvlor 
Sale Harbor Tienlmonl Eueilily

mailto:sofeitarbor@gci.net
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Public Comment 
House Finance Committee 
Saturday, March 06,2004 
. Donald R. Roberts Jr.

Re: 118 375 Operating Budget / Loans Funds;
HB - 377 Mental Health Budget

Mr Chairman my name is Don Roberts Jr. I live at 264 Lilly Drive in Kodiak. 
Thank you for this opportunity.
I speak in favor of Vocational Rehabilitation component of the budget and the 
Mental Health Budget. The long term economic and social consequences of not 
funding these is lar greater than any savings that might be had.
In addition, many people by virtue of their disability may not be able to participate 
in these proceedings, it would not be reasonable to interpret their silence as lack of 
concern.
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IV taPfl j  (pjb
For the Hearing, 7:QfcPM~on March/Uh, 2004

(tentlernen:
I am a ofi-yaar resident of Kodiak and have a deep human Investment here. As a physician 1 have always been concerned about the people in my community, i served on a number of Stalea Boards as well as the Borough Assembly. More important, I was a founder of a number of non- 

government volunteer organizations (NGO's) that were formed to meet perceived needs of our people.
As is the case in all developing communities, Kodiak grew and the task of each NGO grew with it, to the point that volunteers either burned out or "went public" by forming non-profit corporations. Over the course of fifty years, most "went public" obtained funds, and were able to hire a director. There arc, perhaps, a dozen such organizations and they have 

tilled just about ovary perceived need in our community. Because volunteers ware still involved, they are much more efficient than would be the surnes services, were they to be provided by the government.
I have been very proud of Kodiak and its sensitivity to the needs of Its people. No one- has to sleep outside, No one has to go hungry. There 

Is protected housing and counselling for the abused and the abusers. There is treatment available for mental Illness and addiction, There areseveral effective organizations for youth.
Because the State has not provided cost-of-living increase to any of Ihe NGO's over the Iasi ten years, they have been mercilessly "squeezed" for finances. Now, gentlemen, a number of them are severely Compromisevl-Kodink Youth Services is closing and others are on the verge--because of the austere budget and the flagrant disregard of the most important community enterprise-car/ng for people. You pretend that this Is financially necessary when the undivided profits of the permanent fund contain millions of dollars intended to support State services when the need arise*?.
Tho n90d has nrisen, and, In should do something about it!

Dr. Bob Johnson
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THl£ PERM ANENT FUND  
A N D  THR STATE

in  19G'f, when (ho. .Scale leg isla tu re  instituted Ihc Perm anent Fund, we all Ihoughl it 
v/iis ft w onderful idc-ii. M any o f  us thought that (his would be our salvation when, or if, the 
Slate ever ran into trouble. Since then, due lo  excellent m anagem ent and good tim es, it lifts
grown ctiHMdivuhty.

Prior to my D im '-year stint on the Borough A ssem bly, 1996-9K, 1 had never lieen  
much in (ores led JfJ the m anagem ent o f Slate finances. During my tenure on the A ssem bly, 1 
discovered that the State Imd been squeezing the borough budget for ten years by 
disregarding, the increased coat o f  living. I learned, also, that there was no long range 
financial plan, 't hus I was pleased lo see n proposal by (he Alaska M unicipal League for u 
long range plan to use. unreserved Perm anent Fund incom e and an incom e tax that would  
have, provided consistent funding to maintain Slate .services over time.

The Tx-ar-iie plan was rejected by the legislature and, instead, they have dipper! into 
(he. C’oiisliir.llonftl budget Reserve, our emergency fund, to cover budget deficits, still 
reducing fow lin g  lor basic State program s and local com m unities.

Reviewing ttvi history o f  the fund, since its inception, I find the legislature has had 
ihc wisdom to allocs to a portion o f the unreserved funds back into the fund to cover for 
hdkition, initl Ims paid dividends to each o f us as well. W hat was left could have been used  
for anything tlw  legislature decided—-it was not part o f  Ihc principal and not subject to the 
need o f  approval by ballot, I found that, since inception, $7,394,000,000 had been 
reinvested k ic k  into tho principal o f  the Fund. This year, that figure am ounted lo 
$345,(>00,000, jiroS/ubly enough to have, covered the budget deficit.

The time Isas conic to re-think this matter. The Perm anent Fund has reached a 
point w hew  It wilt continue to earn enough to provide for inflation and dividends and 
increase the p iiuripal, The unreserved incom e con be used to beef up faltering ,State 
services; nw inlcuanro o f State buildings, Fish ik (ia inc, Highways, Schools, Law  
lio forrcm iu l, etc. 1?' additional funds arc needed they should be supplied by an incom e tax, 
the twist equitable lav, since it takes from those in proportion lo what they earn and It (axes 
(tie incom e o f the enterprising soul who comes from elsewhere. The dividend could very 
likely pay the (ax for 1Imsi: in the lower income brackets,

A  word about Males Tax. This is the one resource available lo local com m unities to 
pnividc local funding for lltcir program s. If A nchorage and Fairbanks need additional 
Income, they m ay institute their own Sales Tax nnd not push a State lax that com prom ises 
umxt o f  the snv.dk r com m m uties.

In sum m ary, gentlem en, it Is high time to adopt a long range financial plan, The  
best plan Is lo  utilize the unreserved earnings o f  the perm anent Fund and an incom e tax, and  
leave the C0fV>(ll0lir,iul budget reserve alone. Jty all means, do not institute a statewide 
sales lux!
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Good A fternoon...
M y  Name* is Aharon Dolph . I am 22  Years O ld.
I am a V ,K . C lient.

Local V .R . support is important to me because my telephone skills 

for making long distance calls are li mi ted. / /

V .R . has made a big difference in my life ,
I got support fo r a stuttering problem when speech ther a py

was not found anywhere else in Kodiak. / /

1 also have support for my jo b  to improve my skills at work. / /  

This has been possible with the local support system in Kodiak .

Local V .R . resources help to make my life  better.

Thank you, 

vfkc\von -Chip I
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Tr\e^ Y\osx Qcodckd hac uf\dYs vxc^ uscdoA V  
\(Y\ ̂ocYcxaV \)OCdvj\0 <\Q\ desY\r<^ wHcd \cd do 
Cx a0''0  sddd Vvdo  ̂ do/AO. , nr\o^ UC o.
fYU» YeV$A\ (YC- uS\V\ YeneYds caxO scYr^, \ 
cc\(\d e u a m 5 \2 c ecmqV Y o u  cmcY\ V\Yc 

(At need do W c  an  cYYce. N\c<c Y S\W a.
Id- Ydc*> c k  **> ^  u^ ea '

<\«A s o m S & M  »• v  *  iirtefu'e^ > “Y

O j Y  s c c o \c c i>  Y  dde d d d u ^ c  v  s d \ \  Y v n a  \ t  u C C i j

x sM c k £u\ $  \ Yw y  do dm\ ^V tVa
^  ooee Yn^ o Y W  wcvvt oWYc- \  CanY
<o\d\y u \*a  V oced do. tAYto ^\dcrfe> \\Yfc OAC 
weed -W a Y > c Y Y V g t -
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Alaska State Legislature
/.'.•O'?.*''

Please enter into the record by testimony to the " BuA&e/i- « Ptrr:  ̂</ jl
J  COMMITTEE NAME

committee on _ _____3 ^ __________ , dated 3 ] L J  <n4
BILL/ SUBJECT ~  'TODArSDATE

w.L c^vvv. « .  YlLp y t c K  oP- a U X  ( vu.oU 2 Ck o P 21) t X y v X —

f t v  T k . v d X U V moW ^ , ^ \ vvS1<jv^ oP  X t W _ a d ' f c 4

B w X h / '  * f -  4 A -  ^  ^  /
/ u z ,  - p i r /  . 0  L  - f X A ■

izir\\ P i/JM  C m i i i c W  \ 0  C-lnrcc- -V -L  t , U t  O- \W ncU.

p V s a GL. Kk ( -  0 0 'y K b '} . "^VX-3-cs^ X

z \o \  m n  c m i s . c W / « j o c . - I n ^  4 - l »* 1 4 U  K  \ mncL*> \  CT

n , -I / O P  I J i t  . 0 1 - o w t . ^  ^ (A  " W n v _  W u-k^Lvv-cU Am3vS<*^;
T V I 4 . . - L ! !  « «  « W  W  K « W i » '  ^ v y 'K - | „ u < *  >_ ’»Cf«U> L « v e  VI IZCX \<3V W W l f t t v a - .  I

A n  - / —,A  \ 0  . < v < i_ L u s i“ , 4  l j  G. '■va<3s -Vts \.!{xu,y—

o t u k v  ( L r U . — u ^ U o C ^ ^  A J L w X o ^ 4

C o ^ V V  t u i  J ' = . ,  • ^  l o - f U l K M a S .  p M 3 fu s.M L U -.A J_  4 L .A p J ^

i  y $ l * r * . ~ > b  * n ? Z w . - L y A -   ̂ 6  ^ ^ p / l v „ U ,

w , L  w ^ ^ « !

|  t ,  , ,  . , .  ^  ^  - U ^ W .
S w ( « « . l f c W w v W  W < W « U L _  ^

u  1 \ ,/9  _ 'v< cL a^ cY  \ < A k Y "  r^^ o-v-L xa-i-iX -eo
J— z'^/. ^  cn—-d o  Y ' f ' . t r s l c r i ^  '

\ >  > -M - — f t -  - v d ^  —  ^

4 $ t . ,  /.d » n i- - \ f i - X  s W k . ™ \ X ^ _ :

S ig n ed :  ) K / . ’C  v 5 > / / /  7 /d
YESTiriCR-------------- C-6/.AC—

 s x .REPRESCNTlNG _
'IVi o

ADDRFSS
- J Q j tfy .S ? a s "  f k t f  a / /  s

PIlONENO.
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Alaska State Legislature

Please enter Into the record by testimony to the HotJStf. e. Co*\,v\ ifftie
fcOMMrft EE NAMC

committee on 3 d S __________ , dated 3 - G - 0 4
bilL /suBjacr today's  date

X  o c j o o t f d  I / u  y

o f  t^e - ^  T . ' t l *  X

TkdS-e 'f^ArW'y S’̂ c'lbc'S

oft^W.cA to"-/ -/)y i (-  ̂ P ( > i a i a j  ^v -€-

5o i/v\ jf>£>yfyw-|- c o ^ /v v d A ifh /^  p u lo ii 'c  M r t h - , .

J T  a  C . ^ ( K A ' - c M  A ^ S d  a m V c ^ , ’ ^  * ^  ^ e O - v  p t ^ / ) U n 5

I S  2 ^ y  f t & t o r ^ u r A  A J u / $ e .  P ^ o b ' < h o A t ^  U > o m ^ S

l - W H v *  C - y v d -  U  * 3 * 3  < 9 0 /  ^ / v X r ' f e

c Y y a i c  tYoiv-c's Oa K B B  P C  "H5 y rooC oU - [O v j - cloS+*
C o o V i a ^ c K i x .  S o p p l (< s  4 o  eoeisy O,i-e- - p ^ C / j - e  5 ecX v~  

p / O O u d d .  S C ^ U \ C A ^  , ?ltzjT5^L *2> CCtr'yo'f'-

Signed: (A V ^ Y *  t L o o  K - ^ Y s ^ /  O u A 'W  . / W P  S u ^ O A - p '-
' TESTirî H « T--------------- *----- 1-------------------------

|4 q .M  £ v z  / W ^ y j  i c r / \  O l A c
REPRESENTING

B ) o y  ____, . / P C  ^  Ci 0 3
ADDRESS

_ ^ o 4 -  -  ? r
PHONE NO. ‘ “ ■
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Alaska State Legislature

Flcase enter into the record my testimony to the . M F l N f
committee name

committee on    dated <. YfT ~Q K __________
bill/subject

--P c>aNV ĉ ~ \M.OO VdisfcLaXX " \ o  \Vc\\Ysk‘‘ tWA_
c W Y  Y W .  c Y %  'Y>  " r r t Y .  Y . ^  Y Y a  Vr'OkDJOy \ s  y n x V
V'Q_\l\<rW\eA C>\ OOowoLNk- l\N Y W K _

o r  \ c x , o  c c c x V  r c i a x . e V l o Q . _  \ m ^ B A ' K  c , o x A k a A  H L l >>

K B  f B *  o jAV vkyt o=WW. 'Ad  S 1 m^ _
V ^ V ^ J L  uCO^vaxJs- v.O-vVV Vn -̂Ycl 0\X \A  tvjc^fcx 

V)y B . n ^ r_^ . v |  V o \ \  . ~ Y w .  v̂ y c ~

Wo \WoXĉ  \o Ao Û YVy cW A W v i W A s  \XW_A UjovX ^

< b y t , N A S  \  < k V c W _

Y>.o.io. Y k  c\Y  \ (

S ign ed : \ k \ <  *. A\l-y-\vAl ~ , \ H l < ° g  H a r I n e Y
esnfier
x ts rp

Representing (Optional)
T Y A  i ^ b i n  Y c Y r w Y
Address
 rt-?S " 7Phone No.

0/c6 leo-alillr* Iflfonnatipn CfNcc
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Alaska State Legislature

Please enter into the record by testimony to the ru?
COMMITTEE NAME

committee on _ 5> 76____________, dated 3 / < o lo A __________
BILL y SUBOEGT TODAY'S DATE

X  O O ^ L j o O  “̂ O

d H V ^ c o o  ^ W f c J L T v t t e x  V0 ^

VJA. \\tD\UAT -\\juu y^L^UAA^k-- __

-^Ia x^ ^ uvvA^. V  vOH,\- uOoiA'VU'V AVOAjJoJL  £ i> 5 e k ila j|

t«JYVCC>r 6 d W t^ v V L v v ^  G O A ' W d ^ ^ r S ^  a ) 0 ^ <= ^ i^ A ^ |

60|^\v.tf-^ \ p  \t)U^ \V\OD\JUi_- UOotkfloA odoOV^ \\\̂Ĵ\ 'AoV ftc £ W e _  -^tu*,

£,a.4V vf" ^ / v c W ^  \jJd>T  ̂ N/vM" c^O oJLlI?^ . a-tf4- 4tW T c-H ^  IM̂ofuaA
r/^llftA'tovA^ \v\ ^>\a6 2 ^ -^ \a :'r  'Iak̂tOIs-̂ -^Wb\r A /it -  (J*»kL (td\Tj

C ii^ u i^ r iii  iW  (x .jm o \a ^  c t^ U ju "  -V L u m ^ s , a -  £ £ ) M d f a £ £ 0 -K y x ^ \h M ^ (W A b J

U ) \ W ^ \ r  G o ^ /c ta A d o  0 ^  c u ^  ^ i / 'H o J la j f  i m x ^W *L; 'VWvV'

^oyvi-V r U ^  ^Ao-V* o^jeA- fOochf-hoiA .

^13 ’f z - y u iA '  ^ c iA iA a L  G u / \  o T iI l^  C d s V  ^ 'W .

, ^ A c u A a a ijU ^  <w A - ^  u ) \ W o V

\)o U U ^ A  CP^L..

Signed:  _   L (x U  5 y ^ \ \g £ Q /

- s A f
REPRES6NTING 

ADDRESS 

"PHONcfia

 < 2 j f e t f i l £  J c V L 3 i ^ iA n n n c c c * * #

^ b 5 - A 0 Z . ^
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Alaska State Legislature

Please enter Into the record by testimony to the U f~\' M
coi

committee on f f B  ' t y fT  .dated
BILL/SUBJECT

COMMITTEE NAME

3 — 3 .- 3  V
TODAY'S DATE

yW lMVYftu'S U v r i ^ M E t ^ A ^  ,

/  Q m  \ J ( i f  y  ( o n c t m z t L  f r b c A ) T  T h - e  3 r ^ ^ > t r a (

Yzvsi)&u $nc ‘frVrvMLj P(c<at̂nC| SeoAte^ }y\ 'The ct'VwtMn'hfh
f o 3  m«u^ Wff be Viry moOr f-H^s

T r H e X  "unve^  ^  ^
^  S o F & r  « n % r * « i  loss

a * V -  ^  p rn n & J  y u / ^
ivvO/iW lAiwU'&M. m tW^o^°w^iKv«j W t4{ c^ea^

LM'Ph -Vrel W  CAS+ I Ume

•.nSaro^La V  ^  ^  ^  l &  •* ^  S

"WJL ̂ KwnO| >** ̂  ^  0 *L|P««e >*w»e been ab le  h  
fec-e-T\l £ P ̂  ̂  ̂  \ a/V'̂ oekxok
AjuaoYaI k£A I'HvO.a/e ."TV̂ *? ̂ Jnt>S 60S+"THe Ŝ te. w+Tu^o

S r t l t o S  4o fftuW o u M  h e  u k l L

le^S h e a l- t i^ u .  w c m e  t f m e na *  -J . . .  r s  l ■ ‘<% J f a /^J) 1 would suTf-er.
Chn^ Pon-W /v^

Signed: ( 'l
KSTHliR

REPRESENTING ~ ------- ----------------------------------'3hDt>t£.J5 $ k _  J r W y y ^ A ,^ cl % 0 3

J S S ^ n r f L .
PHONE NO. -— ■
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Alaska State Legislature

Please enter Into the record by testimony lo the
, r < COMMITTEE NAME

c o m m it te a  o n  / i p  3  7 3  dated £ > /

a f  - /- /z z o

T /Z V  /S  s lo u 3  .

J i i t .  s & M V i'C z * ' y Z 'y ^  f '

- ?  . > J j . ,  J J  ^ W ;  A

J f a C  S *  3

/  ^  7 ^  ^ / /
/  ,  >4 ^~^,,/' 3 U  y  Z Z  3 3 M -

Jfe ̂ S S ? % i £ ? M f j S A

~£bZ/Az 7 7 7 3£ /7 7~* « * »  A~. / - 1 y~  z  ^  ^

REPRESENTING 4  < Z / ' ? '  /  T v  " /  L j P  > 7 / *  ‘ si

9 & 7  J 3 r - 3 U '? ~  f f   ^  ^
PHONENO. . '  , -  /  /  ,  /

.< u . 3 3 -  3 3 .

7 / ^ * / -  3 / ? <  3 1  3 z M
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Alaska State Legislature
CH) .

Please enter into the record by testimony to the ^
/CpMMlTTEE NAME “

committee o n  kk fe  3 T .   .dated
BiLL/susJttr / today's  date

P /jLO u O -1  A Z ' i s Z b h  y r v u s y u iM .

»f \  /O  a 0-f% a .
u

^  ^  ^  ^  * >

$ u A  . a ' y v ^ w ^ V .  ' I s  ’ 7 4  A « r M  ^

j i y y r a jT o i i rO '  >s m £ >

^  A - 3 ^ ^  Z Z Z . C v u w ^ o

v’-r Ll/Y vV-A-̂ ^^.\

Signed: v_ ^ T l  C U a /I 
TESTlfiEFl I

r.lJ ^  U a / K > 0
GLAAAVJlA V ^

“1 1  © V  w
ADDRESS

avi''-
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Alaska State Legislature
''W d rtf.-A  ( k )

Please enter into tire record by testimony to the / d )'A  ̂ ^  sAUSm AP
c o m m it te e  o n  1:4 f c  3 " 7 ~ 7

BILL /SUBJECT
, dated '£ t

ODAY'S DATE

/%X - f-*-> 3 J L p  J t o

L̂ r-v-

H r

4  s  is su T ?  (Q
Cv- f ^ A \  C / v X  J p  ^ ^ p t u X  A ^ j j J / x o J -  M .  L M -W  .

‘ ‘ ' ''W iC A T flM . o * ^  J U A ^ N UJCO.aL ^V-YCArYVA4.

„

u A y-O C u-k  J L V > L $ A

c W < J A O  M i S k  ^  j c n .

^ tw v rC U  jU o fc lA

T z b o  r  ^  3 f t i 3  t u * » *

f u f T - ^ c t  y h * * -

y v ia S

Signed: J D c x y i u  Q r tA L ?  < ^ k J u f\A j^
TESTIFIER p T y  -----------------------

REPRESENTING

J ? J 3 o£ ...$ 5 Z )A w m

y7 ̂
m  ^  f 7 *'---- ----- ----------- ---------------

   (2:
PMOUENO.
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Alaska State Legislature

Please enter into the record by testimony to the T-l p  | (vj
COMMITTEE NAME

e g  i/-
TODAYS date

committee on /-//53 7  b" .dated 3~  T -O 1/
'  Bill/SUBJECT TODAY51

£  ic u \u i Iaj- M  'lfh6<Le.. t1* A 3>v<ikcJj.4-w /)ch

of ~fU -ZyW.,000 b , « / r > ^  d itL t.X J^ U a>  -M t-, 
Z l t i i  O'*<l  ■4-orjJJL 4 &k.A i e u )  0pe*< U J> O  S u d f p t ' /  / r W « ~  

&d.L, .376'. H&iO O ju J .it-  dOL-CjiVLe. d & t '
3uJU h^.<L ftw y iU L  Z h c A ' J\..iJ£fyo-s

jd 3 t(M  _y i r\X C J'U A uj ( A  h&.r>'y-esLj Qj ! ' A^o

CvoH -fo ,;</ faJx- - AeAAxcccj h y  o u l .

/ \  C< C,l'A>yyytJ/ h' ~jZ/Ct/HS)C(/y£jy Zb /lA'O OtAA* 
f U e ^ - a J ^  -lo C M L  a.J?pAJL< Zo.tecL b y . iofa>  C uu_

\ J o  J .'- t 'i - L j  ^ P M U L . A l/ \A S ( 'c ,e x L s  Ca j v u I cL . 3 t .  a .___

$ A X ( 3 "  Z/}-iL4 '/°  ^ v y "  L & Y U //* o lO yiZ b ry O C 'tuZ  U w i c l d ^  

p/bfri)CjAZt< CcrZt 3 L<l  J'PQcZl  m o  O fZlA U Z u jo ; dZ&u^n

f%  a L ,  *

Signed:
"TESTIFItH

_ A j L L l
REPRESENTS;

ADDRESS

- J & L - & L & C  :£ A L  2  * f
PHONF.NO.
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A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e

( H i n t s !
Please enter into the record by testimony to the r,-s eJyj r,M (J

com m itt^  name —  a / u l

committee on  -V u ^ ?________, dated d>,
B lU /SU B ^C T ‘  TODAY’S  DATE '  .  ,

p //c?//c>7 ;T A t v  cu <s\ P9 AA AJ"<L <r.hcI 6 >pp r<? sr< *  /\
h

pnr c i • j r
_‘ ( r-^ -J  ' /  .v .c l -  ‘ f  l-i e  v - ( l.  ia*t1 i I S s i n  0 v ~j~ i  '/\ja ii/P i/O  f -

f  " /  kO  O UU U  S e r i [ p s s  V -/1' - ’ Al - f c j  C’a in 'A , ty> (.< xs>_ pynee\Z<2

l ' i t? a / '/4 )  /. P .  /Ylc?<d/«r** ; c*0M/i $4i‘ l l a r . s . / p p  e r f '

•/fit'Sf / ,  7<‘d - /-k ^  fr'lifd /c't  / / 0 / i  i c. k  b iz

.> J P Q v rt. t c / L e  J Z a U r d  ,,vr <Vt

3  a l n Z A  k « U - a k * * < °  * s  A  * ^ 3 3 1 3 ) ,  . M y

J ( 0> t Z l n r m  I S  ) c * * l .

Z £  fi! »>** /V? '  *7^  ^  ^  V O td f lO " * !  J

, ; f  ; r  ^  k l *  { W / * ' ” ’" }  y > t r r " « l l j  a

( V  p

L*- v\ <• 

•r7 k-\

> _ /-  I <)TP^SK I “t- - J?  /*•/ ^  M  3  &'■*-d)uO *„<-/■ ro/?K^/* r ,

:S . , . U ,  —  *  J

L y 3 Z h * J  c * * y » i *  t O o ^ l J  S ' U . Z K M  i f .  e * /
; T  ^  c.i< - ^  .W  ^  * v Y jf  L b  A  j  > / y  As? M /,7  U 3 *  V<

a  s  iX /£  ^Tja-7 <.-'<? „ P  f ■*-c? $• e* c l ^ ' 4  c  «. /' - M ‘ s- dr<yntoi -zcT/^ij
J T  f ) r 6  b / x ? J * 7  J  f  ' j S 'a v < j(* > r f )

Signed: L o / v  A l ,  • / T  f }P / , i *  ►•/
TESriFIER * '  -------------------------------------

/■jTPi.'/~i'b h  py.r'P, A s -  S <p / P" 
rcpre's'entinq ' ■' -------------

 IS L? "h o  /A ci / p? o  / .  / i  f*xh / i
ADDRESS----------- ^-----------------------

/<?<>'/) < P 3 S  -  s> - ? n
PHONE NO. “
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A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e

Please enter into the record by testimony to the l/eg is , d h it iM  fjlJ IJ T V /A
COMMITTEE hlAME

committee on J_tL . dated f f J a r c J i b
Pl$ a  t i m e r  a d e p k d  W  ’W'r&fr *

-  A d d  ,  J  q tu & fs  y
0 )  'JJ-t 1$hw .H I hACj l a .  i io  i i o g k d r e

IXhku tA\ p«.ir%ev\«j££u Q-lh-Ot: YMi \hd u f i  t
f l j v M A  i s  d U t d -  f t ^ M Q  n c z - b e -'V -

‘ )-kvt-vc Pifluawrt'LA G i t r t i c  'Pees
Mo( I t o w /

d X p L /  m d Z i A  A ^ n s  . \ J 0 M k

J J  U M  U m  ^  y  w m

A w  U d  a j\d  t H  a b *  k  V
\ $  M w t J u h J L  I t e ^ W d  f it * * *  a .

I V —̂ /I JA //n̂  '  v\ ts\*1 s) tS) */-—
C * * i /  u  s o p p tA iX M h V o n p  w i n d

l o c u s  isn't- £ . l i s c i A n a  t h  n v n d u J t  /A j
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Testimony on proposed OPERATING BUDGET HB 375
This is Joanna Williams ,STAR Coordinator at Bethel Community Services and Mike 
Hanes, DD Case Manager at Bethel Community Sendees. We know o f many people that 
utilize the Vocational Rehabilitation services in this area and it has tremendously helped 
the individual with their self esteem and helped them get on their feet. It’s the people we 
provide services to and have referred to Vocational Rehabilitation here in Bethel, Alaska. 
The services have made big differences for the individuals with disabilities and the 
individuals are contributing back into the community by continuing to work and keeping 
the economy going as well. Having the office or service in Bethel or in any rural area is 
very beneficial to outlining areas because it is closer to where we live and the counselor 
knows and understands the environment/culture.
We feel that closing the rural Vocational Rehabilitation office is not fair for individuals 
with disabilities from the rural areas. The ‘big’ offices in the cities like Anchorage have 
no first hand clue o f what it’s like to live in the rural area and we don’t feel that they will 
not deliver the best service. We have worked together with the local Vocational 
Rehabilitation Counselor- Vicki Keele in promoting choice and opportunities for our 
consumers. Vicki has been very helpful and been available to many consumers from 
surrounding villages. If we don’t have a Vocational Rehabilitation counselor available 
locally, it will take too long to provide those services to our people in the villages. We 
hope that yon understand why wc need the Vocational Rehabilitation offices in the rural 
areas open.
Thank you for your time.

Sincerely,

Mike Hanes, DD Case Manager
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1 am writing you about the proposed reduction o f $126,000 in 
general funds to the Dept o f Labor and Workforce Development, 
Vocational Rehabilitation,
A reduction o f $126,000 in general funds would amount to a loss 
o f $252,000 due to the corresponding federal match that would 
reduce dollar for dollar.
The impact o f the proposed reduction on Services Delivered to the 
Public would be in the Vocational Rehabilitation Client Services 
component and will have an affect on the divisions ability to 
deliver vocational rehabilitation services to people with disabilities 
and to help them become employed, This would adversely effect 
our economy as we have many very reliable people with 
disabilities who have entered and who are willing to enter into the 
workforce.
The intended cut will result in a wait list for Vocational 
Rehabilitation Services that would affect an estimated 420 
individuals with disabilities.
I urge you to reconsider the reduction o f $126,000 in General 
Funds from the Dept o f Labor and Workforce Development FY 
2005 budget.

Thank you sincerely; ' Y I A m & k .  ( Q _______
Martha Outwater, Maniilaq Voc Rehab Project Director
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L orraine and Doc 
P.O. Box 874C i 

4484 W. N ew er*  
WasiU*, Alaska

907-373-1695 Phone -  90
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5
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Department of Vocational Uhabilitmti om

( S t TV kIn 1956, t t  the age o n  8, my  husband, Don H elling, w  
N ow , at the age o f  65 , h e  can look back on h is life and eiyoy  
In real estate, a lim e o f  ait d a ise s  and paintings, tw o unpublilh 
he was 63. Not on ly  did we m any  at a late age, but Don tool 
hom e in W asilla, leaving behind a  hom e in Colorado that wa 
done som ething with h is life, despite severe physical lim itztii! *

Despite a hospital accident last summer which has taken cb n  t 
remains poaitive and looks ahead to getting back to his desk 
w hich w n  h n l i k a S  by the D V R . A  plan Is i s  prograu to  
computer program. What a blessing and encouragement to h  
help o f  rha DVR. Don has talent as an author both in the fiel 
encouragement, The D V R  expects to bo able 10 help him  put i 
•tcouragem ent which w ill help many w ho ir e  disabled or■ fee m

Without this voice activated computer program, Don would 
in his life, a voice activated computer Is the only w ay he is ab 
people need a  future to look forward to, just as the rest o f  us v 
a future and a way to help support our family, through his wr 
enjoy com m unication with his ham radio buddius, Internet r 
family end friends, as soon M he recovers from the hospital

T he DVR has helped us in other w ays, toe, enabling Don SO 
would like to bring the Importance o f  the work at the DVR to 
review  any budget cuts that arc being considered. The D V R  1 si 
h d ep cn d m i and more productive In their lives, even to the ptfm  
th in  being confined to an Institution. I m ight add that cost t< 
disabled perion is able to remain at home,

Thank you for your carcfril consideration o f  this mt ttcr.

Sincerely,

Lorraine and p on  He lling

with polio, leaving him  a quadriplegic.
le memory o f  accom plishm ents,.....a career

ed books and our marriage (his first) when 
lit  first airline flight and m oved to m y  
fully equipped for a wheelchair. D on has

a yaar out o f  our live# for recovery. Don  
d vaic* activated com puter program , 

elp Don continue writing with this special 
n  to have an attainable goal, thanks to the 
o f  histories 1 fiction and in (he area o f  

ish his works, especially h is book on  
g major difficulties In life,

b without hope Of writing again. A t th is  time 
: to prepare h is manuscripts. Disabled  
io have normal abilities. D w i has hope for 
ing. Beyond his writing, D m  w ill again 

ch, and e-m ail com m unication with 
a ir id en i

and work al hom e. Both Don and I 
'our attention and ask that you carefully  
Jps disabled ptoplo bacon* more 
1 o f  rem aining in their own hom es, rather 

lojfaXpaycrs is greatly reduced Vvhwt a
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To: House Finance Committee, of A laska Legislature

Re: Proposed 2005 FY  budget should enact revenuesrather than program 
slashes destructive to A bek ite  many commumfcggp/^ < /?

From: James E. Fisher,171 Fwosworth, Sotdotna99660 ^
Pho/fe: 262-9601 - fax: 262-9641

I urge enactment of revenue enhancing measures rather than cuts to vital 
or >grams such a6 the various senior programs as proposed by the 
: ibcommittee.

This budget cycle should avoid further proposed reductions1 to those affecting 
our state's most vulnerable people -  our seniors and or children

Since 1995, we have heard Alaska can not grow, or cut, its way out of a fiscal 
gap. Yet in 2004(for FY2005) we hear you considering: 1) slashing seniors’ other 
than drug help; 2) consigning children to less health maintenance; and so on.

None of any proposed cuts come close to solving the fiscal gap. Revenue 
measures should be started before any finalization of budget allocations.

An unnamed theologian said “the self righteous will lead us to heir; A laska’s 
analogy is that the proposed deterioration of A laska’s senior and education 
programs could throw us into a recession or some other kind of social hell.

(HFm33C4.t0«<lmony)

1 F o r  d o c u m e n t a t i o n  s e e  a t t a c h e d  a n a l y s i s .
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Reductions to Medicaid Waivers or Grams 
Affecting seniors and adults with physical disabilities

$€,813.0 Reductions to plans of care  (OA/APD)
S 790.4 Cost of living/ SB 105/ all waivers
$7,235.0 Cost study/ reimbursement rate reductions
57.950.0 Reduce respite/ use adult day
52.900.0 Limit Administrative and General rate to 18%
54,905.7 Quality assurance/ Medicaid fraud
51.500.0 Monitoring Tiilc HI grants
51,000.0 Eliminate PCA and respite in assisted living
56,566.9 Reduce PCA
$4,000,0 Nursing Home/ preadmission counseling
$4,43 5.5 Reduce environmental modifications
S 200.0 Increase Title ID grantees match

‘f i l l *  J * -  - « * ' 5 ^
t U -  s J & A J

J«mes E. FilNr 
171 Firmworth Btwd 
SoktotmAK 99669
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Proposed FY05 budget 
Division of Sonior and Disability Services 

Suggested impacts

Note: all references in this document refer to the page numb ere in the Department of 
Health and Social Services, FY05 Budget Overview.

Preface: one of the largest challenges feeing today’s health care system is managing 
chronic care. People wife, multiple chronic conditions have substantially more phyilcian 
contacts and arc more likely to be hospitalized each year. As the elderly age, they fece an 
increased risk of having multiple chronic conditions. A Robert Wood Johnson study 
determined that, nationwide, almost all Medicare dollars and about 80 percent of 
Medicaid resources are spent on people with chronic conditions. Page 91 o f the DHSS 
FY05, Budget Overview, contains a chart of Medicaid expenditures. This chart indicates 
that fee largest Medicaid expenditures are hospital services, physician services, 
pharmacy, and nursing home care.

The RWJ study suggt^ts that an effective chronic care model is organized around 
individuals’ needs and preferences to coordinate services with fee goal of maintaining 
health tutus and slowing disease progression. This model includes supportive services 
that are leveraged to enhance the effectiveness of medical care and to improve the quality 
of life for people with chronic conditions.

Many studies have shown that an effective coordinated community based service delivery 
system (supportive services) reduces costs across fee continuum of care. In Alaska, 
Medicaid waivers and minimal grant fending provide the basic foundation for community 
cate. This foundation helps to delay or prevent unnecessary nurcing home placement, 
assists seniors in negotiating the bewildering health care system, reduces the number of 
contacts to physicians’ offices, and can reduce hospital visits.

■ An overage cost for a senior under fee Older Alaskan’s waiver (home and
community based carc) is 518,911; compared to the average nursing home cost of
5150,000 per patient per year.

• Unfortunately, the wasting home and community based system for seniors is 
seriously under fended.

• This infrastructure will see damaging eroaion if  the FY05 proposed budget 
ieductions are implemented, resulting in higher costs in the end,

The fallowing information ia a list of suggested impacts to feo proposed budget 
reductions.

Page 160: Cost Savings from Older Alaskaus/Adulta wife Physical Disabilities 
(52,727.2) GF match and (54,090.8) Fed.

• This reduction assumes that plans of care will be reduced through contracted care 
coordination assessment.

• This aiqaificant refection ia difficult to quantify 9ince the Department has given 
no specific information about where the care plans w .1 be reduced.
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• A reduction of $6,818 in waiver sarvices will have a significant impact on those 
needing services, especially when taken in tandem with other proposed 
reductions.

P a g e  16Q» S e c o n d  y i v  c o it* o f - l tv in g  a d j u s t m e n t *  f o r  N u r s i n g  H o m e s  a n d  H o m e  a n d

C o m m u n i t y  b a s e d  w a i v e r s .  ($ 2 5 2 .9 )  G F  m a t c h  a n d  (S 3 7 .5 )  F e d .
« This savings ia based on SB10S passed by the legislature last year. That bill 

effectively reduces the number of eligible recipients for Medicaid.
• DHSS does not indicate how many people might lose their eligibility.
• We have already experienced difficulty in qualifying people for the waiver oven 

the need was clear and die eligibility criteria seemed applicable

P a g e  IS O : C o s t  S t u d y  S a v in g s  f o r  M e d i c a i d  W a i v e r s .  ( $ 2 ,8 9 4 )  G F  m a t c h  a n d

( S 4 ,3 4 1 ) F e d .
m This standardizes reimbursement rates for services across foe four waivers.
• There is little specific information in this item; this is a projected assumption of 

savings based on a study that has not yet been conducted.
•  We know that delivering services in rural nets cost more and that waivers are 

often foe essentia! key to keeping elders in their home communities.

P a g e  1 6 2 :  R e d u c e  R e s p i t e  U t i l i z a t i o n .  (  $ 3 ,1 8 0  ) G F  m a t c h  a n d  ( 5 4 ,7 7 0 )  F e d

• This reduces respite costs by using the more cost effective adult day service,
• This is an exceptionally effective cost containment strategy that also remit* in 

improved outcomes for semens.
• This strata gy, of course, only works in communities where there is an adult day 

program. Currently there are 12 adult day programs in 11 communities.
•  Respite care under the waiver it reimbursed al $22 an hour. If you divide the 

proposed $7,950.0 reduction, that equals a reduction o f 361,363 hour* of respite

P a g e  2 6 2 :  L i m i t  A d m i n i s t r a t i v e  a n d  G e n e r a l  c o s t  t o  1 8 % .  ( $ 1 ,1 6 0 )  G F M  a n d
($1,740) Fed.

• We a r e  willing to do our part to contain costs, and will try to find a way to live 
within the 18% cap.

• Administrative burdans continue to increase with foe stats looking for more 
accountability financially, and in the area of outcomes that require more data 
collection and analysis

• We would be concerned if this represents & downward bend that might continue
over t im e .

P a g e  1 6 2 :  E l i m i n a t e  r e s p i t e  a n d  p e r s o n a l  c a r s  a t t e n d a n t  s e r v i c e s  i n  A s s i s t e d  L iv i n g
H o m e s .  ( $ 4 0 0 .0 )  G F  m a t c h  a n d  ( $ 6 0 0 .0 )  F e d .

• The state currently reimburses assisted living homes for service* but not for room 
and board.

• it is very difficult for the homes to make ends meet with foe current rates.
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Kenai Food Bank Policy 
on 

Soliciting and Sales Persons on Premises

Sales Persons and Individuals Soliciting Business from Food Bank staff and employees
shall adhere to the following policies and procedures on KPFB premises.

1. Sales solicitors shall call in advance and check to sec if their visitation will disrupt 
special activities taking place on that day after 4:30 p.m.

2. Sales person may visit the KPFB after 4:30 p.m. to visit with staff and after the front 
office has closed. Visitations may be allowed earlier in the day if  the Executive 
Director determines that it will not be disruptive to the Food Bank’s operations.

3. All companies soliciting business at the KPFB must show proof of being registered 
with the Kenai Peninsula Sales Tax Division.

4. Companies that have demonstrated compliance with the Kenai Peninsula Borough 
Sales Tax Ordinance may drop off brochures at the front desk before 4:30 p.m. where 
they will be made available to employees. Employees and staff are not to be solicited 
at the time the brochures or catalogs are dropped off if it is before 4:30 p.m.

5. If visitations by any one company are disruptive then they may be limited to visiting 
the KPFB once a month or banned from soliciting employees on KPFB premises at 
the discretion of Executive Director.

Adopted by the Board o f Directors on December 16 ,2003 .
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Hello My Name is Richard Warrington,
I’m from Kenai, I am a 25 years Survivor o f Traumatic Brain Injury, I moved to 

Alaska with my family in 1986.
I tried to find Services to .ielp me, there was Nothing. Even the Mental Health

Councilor's were not trained to help people with Brain Injuries.
I have worked very hard over the 18 years, to get services for people with TBI 

here in Alaska.
According to the National Statistics the State o f  Alaska has the most amount o f  

Brain Injury per capita.
From all the presentations I have made over the years, finally getting the Mental

Health Board to start looking into services for Brain Injury.
Cognitive impairments from Brain Tnjury over laps some ways with other styles 

o f mental health trouble, but arc still not the same kind o f trouble.
I was appointed to the Newly formed State o f Alaska TBI Advisory Board, to 

represent the Kenai Peninsula.
The Board is set up to help get Service's Through Out the Sate,
We receive Federal Funds from a HRSA Grant, Wif,i matching funds from the 

Mental Health Trust Authority.
Our Vcrv First Training Conference ft r the Mental Health Agencies through out 

the State, will be held the 8 & 9 . in Anchorage.
Wc arc Just getting Staged, assisting the other survivors around the state
Please Do Not Cut These Vital Funds in Mental Health,
A Whole Populat ion o f  UN-serviced people live here in Alaska, They need some 

hope for Their Lives.



A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e

Please enter into the record my testimony to the ntrwSt,
1 r \ c o m m i ttee name

Committee on frz? 3 7 *? ^ , dated___________________ ________
bill # / subject k J  ' public hearing date

EJh-Ced'WX J h t {({cL lopJ t & f j ^

jg IP'rPipTtS&d̂  40& & - Ĉ > fiy) ^  Y & lrhj d
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