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HB 45  
S e c o n d  V e rs e  to  th e  “A la sk a  F lag  S o n g ”

This legislation is a vehicle to officially add a second verse, written by Carol Beery Davis, 
to the Alaska state song.

“A laska’s Flag” written by M arie Drake and composed by Elinor Dusenbery was adopted 
as the official state song in 1956, and was gifted to the University o f  Alaska in April 1960. 
Carol Beery Davis wrote the second verse to the state song and gifted the words to the 
University o f  Alaska Foundation in February 1987. This legislation would allow for the 
gift o f  a second verse to be recognized and adopted as part o f  the official state song as was 
the first verse in 1956.

Further, this legislation would recognize Carol Beery Davis, an Alaskan pioneer and poet 
laureate, as the maker o f  the second verse. While the official Alaska state song recognizes 
and describes A laska’s flag, in the second verse, Davis lauds the contributions o f the 
Native culture and it highlights the dignity o f diverse cultures.

“a Native lad chose the D ipper’s stars for A laska’s flag
that there be no bars among our cultures.

Be it known through the years, the N atives’ past has grown to share life’s treasures 
hand in hand, to keep Alaska our great land! ”

It is timely to have this second verse officially added to the Alaska state song this year, the 
76th Anniversary o f  its writing.

Most importantly, the time has come to recognize the contributions o f  all Alaskans, 
whether it was our sourdoughs who dreamed o f gold in the streams nearby or a young 
Native lad whose vision gave Alaska a flag o f unique symbolism.

Updated January 27, 2003

Sponsor Statement
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About the Foundation

Annual Report

Policies and Procedures

Schola-ships. Grants and 
Awards

Gifts to the tin ivers ir /

LfA Foundation Home

A b o u t  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  A l a s k a*/

Foundation

The Universi ty o f  Alaska Foundat ion is a private nonprofit  
corporation, operated as a public Foundation, which was 
established in 1974 to solicit, manage and invest donat ions for 
the exclusive benefi t o f  the University o f  Alaska. The 
Foundat ion is a tax-exempt organization as described in 
Subsect ion 501 (c) (3) o f  the Internal Revenue Code and 
donat ions made to the Foundat ion are deductible according to 
schedules established under  income and estate tax regulations.
The Foundat ion qualifies as a public charitable organization 

under Subsect ion 170 (b) (1) (A) (vi) o f  the Internal Revenue 
Code.

The Foundat ion is legally separate and distinct from the 
Universi ty o f  Alaska and is organized under its own Articles o f  
Incorporation and Bvlaws. Its members  are its College o f  
Fellows and' it is governed by its own Board o f  Trustees. This 
thirty m em ber  board is composed o f  prominent Alaskans and 
includes the Universi ty President, the three University 
Chancel lors,  as well as two members  o f  the Board o f  Regents .
The Board meets three times annually and establishes the 

Foundat ion's investment  policy for the endowments , manages 
donated property and oversees the distribution o f  the 
Foundation's assets to its sole beneficiary, the University o f  
Alaska system.

The Board o f  Regents o f  the University o f  Alaska has
recognized the Universi ty o f  Alaska Foundat ion as the entity
which should manage private gifts and governmental  gifts
restricted to 501 (c) (3) organizat ions made to support all
campuses o f  the Universi ty o f  Alaska system. The Regents
Policies further direct that all unrestricted gifts to the University
o f  Alaska must  be transferred to the Foundation. It further
states chat restricted gifts, too. may be transferred to - University 0f  Alaska

F o un d a t ion



About Us hnpV/www.alaska.edu/uatound/about/aboutus.h im i

The Foundation is a well established nor profit in Alaska with 
25 years of experience in the management of funds to support 
the University of Alaska. The Foundation has a full time staff 
of four including an executive director with fourteen years of 
experience in fund raising and fund management within higher 
education institutions.

Foundation.

Updated November 2001 
Maintained by

amanda.wall@alaska.edu

The Foundation has access to University based expertise in tax 
law and corporate taxing, land management and land 
development services, real estate marketing, a full range of legal 
services, fund management and investment services.

The Foundation has assets of more than $56 million and a 
pooled endowment fund of more than $42 million which is 
managed by several investment firms selected by the 
Foundation’s Investment Committee. This allows the 
Foundation to invest in larger blocks with accompanying higher 
returns on investment. Since inception, thirteen years ago, the 
Foundation's Pooled Endowment fund has earned at total return 
rate of a little over 13%.

The Foundation has experience with the acceptance, valuation 
and management of such diverse donations as government 
grants, developed and undeveloped real estate (raw land and 
office buildings, single family residences and condominiums), 
stocks, bonds, and a large variety of tangible personal property 
gifts including gifts of raw gold, collections of Ivory, fine art 
pieces, copyrights, musical instruments, etc.

The Foundation has experience assisting donors in making gifts 
through trusts, bequests, life insurance policies and similar 
instruments and has the ability to provide such instruments to 
donors depending upon their needs.

The Foundation adheres to the highest ethical standards with 
regard to fundraising and fund management and subscribes to 
the Code of Ethics adopted by and is a member of, the Council 
of Advancement and Support of Education. The Foundation 
staff regularly (at least annually) attends continuing education 
seminars to remain current in the field of charitable giving.

The accounts at the Foundation are overseen by a treasurer who 
is the Vice President of Finance of the University of Alaska and 
who is assisted by a staff including two certified Public 
Accountants. The Foundation's financial books are audited 
annually by the accounting firm of KPMG Peat Marwick and 
the audited financial statement appears in the Foundation's 
annual report.

http://www.alaska.edu/uatound/about/aboutus.himi
mailto:amanda.wall@alaska.edu
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G IFT  OF MUSICAL WORK

KNOW ALL MEN BY THESE PRESENTS: T h a t  y e ,  MARIS C. DRAKE a n d

ELINOR DUSENBURY, r e s p e c t i v e l y  t h e  a u t h o r  a n d  c o m p o s e r  o f  t h e  s a n g  

"ALASKA'S FLA a " ,  l o r  a n d  i n  c o n a i d e r a t i o n  o l  t h e  sum a !  One ( $ 1 . 0 0 )  

D o l l a r j  t h e  r e c e i p t  w h e r e o f  l a  h e r e b y  a c k n o w l e d g e d ,  a n d  o t h e r  g o o d  

a n d  v a l u a b l e  c o n s i d e r a t i o n ,  d o  h e r e b y  g i v e ,  d o n a t e ,  t r a n s f e r  a n d  

a s s i g n  u n t o  t h *  B o a r d  o f  R e g e n t s  o f  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  A l a s k a ,  a s  

t r u s t e e s  f o r  a n d  o n  b e h a l f  o f  t h e  " b e n e f i t  o f  s a i d  u n i v e r s i t y ,  a l l  

o f  t h e i r  r i g h t ,  t i t l e  a n d  i n t e r e s t  i n  a n d  t o  t h a t  c e r t a i n  m u s i c a l  

w o r k  k n o w n  a s  " ALASKA13 FLAG" t o g e t h e r  w i t h  a l l  o f  t h e i r  r i g h t ,  

t i t l a  a n d  i n t e r e s t  i n  a n d  t o  t h e  c o p y r i g h t  t h e r e o f .

Copyright
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G IF T  OF MUSICAL WORK 

KNOW ALL MEN BY THESE PRESENTS:  T h a t  I ,  C a r o l  B e e r y  

D a v i s ,  t h e  a u t h o r  o f  t h e  a t t a c h e d  l y r i c s  e n t i t l e d  “A l a s k a ' s  

F l a g  ( s e c o n d  v e r s a ) , ” f o r  a n d  i n  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  o f  t h e  sura o f  

O n e  ( 5 1 . 0 0 )  D o l l a r ,  t h e  r e c e i p t  w h e r e o f  I s  h e r e b y  

a c k n o w l e d g e d ,  a n d  o t h e r  g o o d  a n d  v a l u a b l e  c o n s i d e r a t i o n ,  do  

h e r e b y  g i v e ,  d o n a t e ,  t r a n s f e r  a n d  a s s i g n  u n t o  t h e  B o a r d  o f  

T r u s t e e s  o f  the_  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  A l a s k a  F o u n d a t i o n ,  a l l  o f  ray 

r i g h t s ,  t i t l e  a n d  i n t e r e s t ’i n  a n d  t o  th o ’s a  c e r t a i n  l y r i c s  

k n o w n  a s  “A l a s k a  F l a g  ( s e c o n d  v e r s e )  “ t o g e t h e r  w i t h  a l l  o f  

ray r i g h t s ,  t i t l e  a n d  i n t e r e s t  i n  a n d  t o  t h e  c o p y r i g h t  

t h e r e o f .  "  ‘

D a t e d  t h i s  d a y  o f  * * \j , 1 98 7  .

STATE OF ALASKA )
) s s .

F I R S T  JU DICIA L D IS T R IC T  )

.  THIS I S  TO CERTIFY t h a t  o n  t h i s  d a y  o f
1 9 3 7 ,  b e f o r e  c e ,  t h e  u n d e r s i g n e d ,  a  N o t a r y  P u b l i c  a n d  

f o r  t h e  S t a t e  o f  A l a s k a ,  p e r s o n a l l y  a p p e a r e d  C a r o l  B e e r y  
D a v i s ,  k n o w n  t o  me a n d  t o  me k n o w n  t o  b e  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  
n a m e d  i n  a n d  who e x e c u t e d  t h e  f o r e g o i n g  d o c u m e n t  a n d  s h e  
a c k n o w l e d g e d  t o  me t h a t  s h e  e x e c u t e d  t h e  f o r e g o i n g  d o c u m e n t  
a s  h e r  f r e e  a n d  v o l u n t a r y  a c t  a n d  d e e d  f o r  t h e  u s e s  a n d  
p u r p o s e s  t h e r e i n  s e t  f o r t h .

WITNESS my h a n d  a n d  n p ^ - s x r a l - ' s e a l  t h e  d a y  a n d  y e a r  
f i r s t  h e r e i n a b o v e  w r i t t e .

W -  i l  Q z z

FaGE 03



For the Committee on the Second Verse o f the Alaska Flag Song

r would like to give you a little sum m ary of my family history on this 
eventful occasion. My paternal grandfather arrived in Juneau early in 1891 for a 
short stay, working for the Nowell M ining Co. as a bookkeeper. With paints, 
brushes and canvas, my grandm other landed at the Juneau docks a few months 
later. She planned to paint A laskan scenery for a month or two. The following 
year they were m arried in the Log Cabin church. Both o f  them came from 
England.

My mother came to Juneau in 1920 to play for the silent movies at the 

Palace Theater, a three-month, temporary job that lasted for seven years. By that 
time, Marie Drake was a good friend, the contest to choose a flag for A laska was 
underway, and my father was a m em ber o f  the Final Awards Committee to choose 
the flag. M other took notes o f the events at that time. Later she wrote that once 
the design was chosen, Marie felt that the school children of Alaska would 

understand the historical event better if  they had words to recite, something like 
those in her head. The Territorial Com m issioner o f  Education gave his approval, 
and so the first step towards a song was bom.

When mother was approached to add a second verse to the state song, she 
believed that it was important to do so, and that her old friend, Marie, would 
approve. Using the themes o f unity, history, progress and the state’s natural 
beauty, she carefully composed the verse with her enduring love for Alaska, ft 
was her last gift. She was 95 years old.

Submitted by Constance Davis

Testimony 
Constance Davis



F l a g  s o n g  a d d i t i o n ' :

PRESS..r.r- • ,• .-ys-vv ••
Connie Dav is ,'le ft, .and Harriet H. Roberts o f Alaska. Native S isterhood o f Juneau Camp 2 react to a 
H ouse  o f Rep resen ta tives vote to add a second verse to  the A laska State Flag song on W ednesday at 
the  Capitol. Davis is the daughter o f Carol Beery Davis, w h o  w ro te  the verse approved by the. House.

Newspaper Clippings



C A P I T A L  C IT Y  W E E K L Y  January  2 3 -  29

O r i g i n a l  A K  f l a g  s u r p r i s e s  v i s i t o r s  by Kristin Price
Relatives o f Benny Benson , the 

designer o f Alaska's State Flag,, 
w ere m e t w ith a p leasant surprise 
on  a recen t visit to juneau i C ha r­
lo tte  Benson -lrv in  and Sherry Irvin, 
d au gh te r and g ran ddaugh te r o f 
the late Benny Benson , w h o  w ere 
in |uneau  fo r the open ing  o f an 
Alaska Flag exhib it at the State

M useum , w ere de ligh ted to 
d iscover that there is ano th e r 
orig ina l flag located at the Elk's 
Lodge in Juneau.

The Irvins, a long  w ith Conn ie 
David, w hose m o th e r w rote  the ■ 
secortd verse o f the Alaska State 
song , arrived at the Juneau Elks 
Lodge to  find an Alaska State Flag 

handm ade 
and signed by 
Benny Bensoq 
and presented 
to the Elks in 
T 949 ,i'T hey i' 
Were very ‘ : '
pleased to see 
the flag;- whjch 
has some C  
fam ily signifi- ' 
cance,".sa id 
Bill L aw ren c e ,,/ ' 
staff to Rep;/ 
CarL M organ ; A  
and past Elk's y  
Exalted Ruleri'v/ .

In add ition  to the flag , the : 
visitors also found  a p h o tog raph  
taken o f Benson, a fte r his flag 
design was se lected in 1 9 2 7 .
"They w ere rea lly  su rp rised ," said 
Susan Bushnell, Elk's Lodge Exalted 
Ruler. "They d idn't think anyone 
had this p ic tu re ." .

Benny Bepsop. subm itted  his 
design fo r Alaska's State Flag in a. . 
te rrito ria l con test in 1 9 2 6 .
Benson's design was se lected from  
2 4 2  entries in a con test as best and  
m ost rep resentative o f A laska. The 
design was ad op ted  by the  Alaska 
territoria l leg is la tu re in 1 9 2 7 .

.1m
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t e a m  would lind two t r e e s  a b o u t  the  
r igh t  d is ta n c e  a p a r t  for a  lean-to. 
T hen  w e 'd  c u t  d o w n  e v e ry th in g  e lse  
in sight.  W e n e e d e d  po les  to la sh  
to g e th e r  for  th e  lean - to  f r a m e  a n d  
lots of h o u g h s  — to w e av e  into th e  
po les  a n d  to m a k e  b e d s  for o u r  s l e e p ­
ing  hags.  We a lso  n e e d e d  firewood. 
We n ev e r  left a  w in t e r  su rv iva l  s i te  
looking like a n y th in g  h u t  a  B ri t ish  
C olum bia  c lea r -cu t .

Once w e  h a d  th e  s h e l t e r  built,  w e 
tu rn e d  o u r  a t te n t io n  to th e  lire. T h e  
S co u ts  ta u g h t  lo ts  of w ays  to m a k e  a 
fire  with n o th in g  b u t  avai lab le  m a t e ­
r ia ls .  But w e  d id n ’t u se  a n y  of them . 
In s te a d ,  w e e m p lo y ed  a form  of fire 
s t a r t in g  f irs t  e x p la in e d  to m e  by a 
friend  of m y  dad .

"T h e  b e s t  w ay  to s t a r t  a fire is o u r  
way, the  In d ia n  w ay ,"  h e  said.

“ I low ’s t h a t ? ” 1 asked .
“ Blazo," lie sa id ,  “a n d  a  s tee l-  

j a c k e t e d  bu l le t ."
O u r  s c o u t  le a d e r s  h a d  an  

i r ra t iona l  —  nay, u n -A m er ic a n  - -  
av e rs io n  to h a v ing  u s  kids go o u t  into 
th e  woods a rm e d .  So w e  h ad  to m a k e  
do with l ig h te r  fluid a n d  k i tchen  
m a tc h e s .  N o th in g  like l igh te r  fluid to 
ge t  one of th o se  b lack  s p r u c e  f ires  
s m o ld e r in g  rea l  good.

After th a t ,  it w a s  c h a r r in g  s o m e  
m e a t  for d in n e r ,  c ra w lin g  inlo o u r  
h a g s  a n d  falling a s leep ,  w hile  th e  
a d u l t s  sm ic k  h a c k  to the  veh ic le s  to 
w a rm  up.

P ie ce  of cake ,  really. In fact,  1 can  
only think of one  b e t t e r  w ay  to s u r ­
vive w in te r .  T h e  w ay  1 u s e  now. T h e  
w a y  ev ery  re td  A la sk a n  t e a c h e s  his 
ch ild ren :  S ta y  indoors ,  a n d  try to  
m a k e  it to H aw aii  for a co up le  of 
w e ek s  e v e ry  w in te r .

■ Mike Doogan's opinion column appeals each 
Tuesday, Friday and Sunday. Ills telephone number is 
257 -1350, and his email address Is 
njdoogan@adn.com. (

■ TUSSLE: Jerome Logan accused 
of killing man after basketball game.

By NICOLE TSONG
Anchorage Dally News

Billy W a t le r s o n 's  life e n d e d  on a s u m m e r  
night in 2000 w h e n  a fight fueled by a lcohol e x ­
p lo ded  in rac ia l  t a u n t s  a f t e r  a  p ickup  b a s k e t ­
ball g a m e ,  a t t o r n e y s  s a id  a s  J e r o m e  L o g a n ’s 
m u r d e r  trial b e g a n  M o n d a y  in A n c h o ra g e  S u ­
p e r io r  Court.

P r o s e c u t o r s  s a y  L o g a n  —  w ho fac e s  o n e  
c o u n t  of f i r s t - d e g re e  m u rd e r ,  two c o u n ts  of 
s e c o n d -d e g re e  m u r d e r  a n d  o n e  c o u n t  of th ird- 
d e g r e e  a s s a u l t  —  s h o t  a n d  killed 21-year-old 
W a t te r so n  a t  a p a r ty  in E a s t  A n c h o rag e .

In o p e n in g  s t a t e m e n t s  b e fo re  J u d g e  Mike 
W olverton ,  a s s i s t a n t  d is t r ic t  a t to r n e y  Hollis 
F re n c h  (old th e  ju ry  th a t  L ogan  had  o p p o r tu n i­

t ies  to leave  the  p a r ty  a f t e r  a  fight. In s tea d ,  he  
took a g u n  from his  c a r  a n d  r e tu r n e d ,  F r e n c h  
said .

" J e r o m e  L ogan  s h o u ld  h a v e  w a lk ed  away. 
A n g e r  a n d  alcohol c lo u d e d  h is  j u d g m e n t , "  the  
p r o s e c u to r  said.

B u t  d e f e n s e  a t to r n e y  R ex  B u t le r  s a id  L o ­
g an ,  22, d id n ’t in ten d  to sh o o t  a n y o n e  w h e n  he  
b r a n d i s h e d  the  gun .  L o g an  w as  a n g ry  b e c a u s e  
of rac ia l  t a u n t s  d i r e c te d  a t  h im  a f te r  th e  b a s ­
k e tba ll  g a m e ,  B u t le r  sa id .  T h e  g u n  w e n t  off 
d u r in g  a s t r u g g le  b e tw e e n  L o g a n  a n d  o th e r  
people ,  h e  said.

"I s u s p e c t  e v id e n c e  will sh o w  th a t  d u r in g  
th e  c o u r s e  of this  f ig h t ... th a t  the  g u n  e n d e d  up 
d i s c h a r g in g  a t  le a s t  twice, m ay b e  th r e e  lim es ,  
a n d  u n fo r tu n a te ly  Billy W a t te r s o n  is d e a d ,"  
B u t le r  said.

S ec  / ‘use H-3, SHOOTING

Billy Watterson 
was 21 when he 
was shot and 
killed In 2000 
at a party in 
East Anchorage.

Jerome Logan 
faces assault 
charges as well 
as lirst- and 
second-degree 
murder charges.

Choir belts out 2nd verse to state song
■ BILL: House o f Representatives hears 
the proposed addition to ‘Alaska’s Flag.’
By CATHY BROWN
Tim Associated Piess

JU N E A U  —  T h e  A laska  Youth C h o ir  g a v e  th e  s t a l e  
H o u s e  of R e p r e s e n ta t iv e s  a c h a n c e  to h e a r —  li te ra lly  
— one  of th e  hills tliey'll p robab ly  vole  on th is  y e a r .

D u r in g  o p e n in g  c e r e m o n ie s  in the  
H o u s e  on M onday, th e  c h i ld re n 's  
c h o i r  c h im ed  otil two v e r s e s  of “A la s ­
k a 's  F la g "  in s te a d  of one.

F o u r t e e n  r e p re s e n ta t iv e s ,  in c lu d ­
ing H o u s e  S p e a k e r  B rian  P o r te r ,  a r e  
s p o n s o r in g  a hill to officially a d d  th e  
s e c o n d  v e r s e ,  w h ic h  h o n o rs  th e  c o n ­
t r ib u t io n s  of A laska  N a tives ,  to th e

SEAIUIA O SUUIVAM / Ilie AsbOciaied P<I!M S t a t e  S O I lg .
House Speaker Brian Porter, R-Anchorage, has joined 14 A dop tion  of th e  s e c o n d  v e r s e  w a s  a m o n g  m o r e  th a n

Alaska

representatives in sponsoring a bill to add a verse to
“Alaska's flag." 

r
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b PICKLE: Info 
troubles create 
Joshua Wade c

BY SHEILA TOOMEY 
Anchorage Daily news

P r o s e c u t o r s  in 
m u r d e r  c a s e  have  
on th e i r  w a y  to 
T h e i r  m o s t  impc 
th e  o n e s  w ho  w ore  
ed  W ad e  a p p a r e n  
lie killed D ella  B r  
fall 2000, h a v e  I) 
a r m e d  robbery .

T h e  fac t th a t  wi 
he  c r im in a ls  isn 't  I 
m a n t s  o f ten  h a v e  I 
g e t  w o rk e d  o u t  by 
k n o w  a b o u t  so m e  
l iav io r  for  r e d u c e  

• own c ase .
T h e  p r o b le m  I 

D a n ie l  T r o x e l  am 
a r e  c h a r g e d  will 
f i r s t - d e g r e e  rob  
fe lo n ie s  t h a t  coi 
p r i s o n  for 10 y e a n  
ed .  A c c o rd in g  to 
m e n t ,  th e  rohhe iy  
hea t in g s .

It  is u n l ike ly  I 
c a n  he  r e s o lv e d  I) 
al, s c h e d u l e d  Io 
T h a t  m e a n s  T r  
co u ld  he  c a l le d  m 
W ad e  w ith  th e  ch 
th e m .

If p r o s e c u to r  
p u t s  th e  tw o on III 
lo r n e y  C in d y  S in  
ta in ly  h a v e  a rigli 
th e  r o b b e r ie s .  'I

f i r

100 m e a s u r e s  Oov. T o n y  K n o w les ’ C o m m iss io n  on  Tol-
See I ' m  U SONG

mailto:njdoogan@adn.com


Junior Hollenbeck offers some advice aboul the UAA campus to Theresa Rzeczcki at the student center. The booth at the University of Alaska 
Anchorage was provided by the Campus Life group for new student orientation. Hollenbeck said most people just wanted directions to a 
building or room. Spring semester began last wpek.

S O N G :  Y o u t h  C h o i r  s i n g s  p r o p o s e d  s e c o n d  v e r s e

Continual from It-1 
e r a n e e  r e c o m m e n d e d  to hea l  th e  rac ia l  divide 
b e tw e e n  w h ites  a n d  m inority  g ro u p s .  T h e  c o m ­
m iss io n  w as  ap p o in te d  a f t e r  public  o u t r a g e  last  
w in t e r  o v e r  p a in t  hall a t t a c k s  by th r e e  w h ite  
t e e n s  on N a tiv es  in dow ntow n A nchorage .

M ore  sw e e p in g  rec o m m e n d a t io n s  included 
new  h a te  c r im e  laws, inc reased  funding for rural  

. schoo ls  a t t e n d e d  m ostly  by N atives a n d  a n  end  
to th e  decade- long  s ta le m a te  over  sub s is ten ce .

P o r te r ,  R -A nchorage ,  sa id  lie d idn 't  know 
w h e th e r  th e  H o u se  R epu b lican  m ajori ty  would 
a c c e p t  all th e  c o m m iss io n ’s  rec o m m en d a t io n s ,  
h u t  m e m b e r s  w an t to a d d re s s  the  racia l divide.

“ C er ta in ly  th e  in te n t  of th e  H o u s e  is to w ork  
to w ard  u rb a n - ru ra l  r e s p e c t  a s  o p p o se d  to gap ,"  
P o r t e r  sa id .  H a v in g  both v e r s e s  of  the  so n g  
p e r fo rm e d  M o n d ay  s e e m e d  like a n ice  b e g in ­
n ing  to th a t  p u r su i t ,  he  sa id .  An a id e  to P o r te r

a r r a n g e d  the  o p e n in g -d ay  ce rem o n y .
A dding  th e  s e c o n d  v e r s e  is n o t  a  n e w  idea. 

D e m o c ra t i c  Lt. Gov. F r a n  U lm e r  in t ro d u c e d  a 
hill to do  so  a ro u n d  1987, w h e n  s h e  w a s  r e p r e ­
s e n t in g  J u n e a u  in th e  House.

T h e  s e c o n d  v e r s e  w a s  w r i t t e n  by th e  la te  
C aro l  B e r ry  D avis ,  w ho  lived in J u n e a u .  S h e  
w a s  d is tu r b e d  th a t  th e  o r ig inal  so n g  did not 
rec o g n ize  A laska  N atives ,  U lm e r  said.

T h a t  t im e a round ,  the  bill p a s se d  in the  1 lotise 
bu t died in a  S e n a te  com m ittee ,  U lm er  said.

S e n a te  P re s id e n t  R ick  Halford  sa id  M o nday  
th a t  he  h a d  11 0  initial ob jec t io n  to a d d in g  th e  
v e r s e  b u t  he  w a n te d  to l is ten  to a  ta p e  of M on­
d a y 's  H o u s e  floor s e s s io n  to e n s u r e  th e  two 
v e r s e s  fit well to g e th e r .

T h e  hill 's  f irs t  h e a r in g  will be  a t  8 a . 111, 
T h u r s d a y  in th e  H o u s e  S ta te  Affairs C o m m i t ­
tee.

Adding the second 
verse is not ct new 
idea. Democratic 

Lt. Gov. Fran 
Ulmer introduced 

a bill to do so 
around 1987, when 

she was 
representing 
Juneau in the 

I louse.

C o n t i n u a l  f r o m  II-1
A c co rd in g  to  the  pr- 

Lion, t h e  p la y e r s  sh o t  h 
to  p ick  te a m s ,  w hich  hap 
to  fall l a rg e ly  a long  
l ines .  A f te r  L o g a n ’s te 
fo u r  b la c k  m e n  los t to « 
of  t h r e e  w h i te  m e n  ar. 
b lack  m a n ,  t a u n t s  from  1 
p la y e r ,  C h r i s  T w e te ,  cl 
th e  a tm o s p h e r e ,  F re n c h

T w e te  told L og an ,  "Y\ 
y o u  to s c h o o l ,"  a n d ,  "A > 
o f  w h i te  hoy s  h e a t  
F r e n c h  sa id ,  a d d in g  
T w e te  a l s o  m a y  h av e  1 

rac ia l  s lu r .
L o g a n  a n d  T w e te  got 

fight,  a n d  L o g a n  pu 
T w e te  in th e  face , Llie p r  
to r  sa id .  A n o t h e r  m an ,  
Ij . S h e r b u r n e ,  ta ck led  
a n d  told h im  to leave.

F r e n c h  s a id  I„ogan , 
a n d  w a lk e d  to h is  c a  
s o m e  f r i e n d s  b u t  oac^i 
t h e r e  r e a c h e d  
o u t  a

. .rrf'iL'nihd-Stit

8.08, S to k es tp a ry  sa id ,  
m e a n s  a b o u t  $12 le s s  in 
p e r  $100,000 in p r o p e r t y

T h e  o v e ra l l  b u d g e t ,  i 
in g  s t a t e  a n d  f ed e ra l  rev< 
to ta l s  $454.9 m illion, al 
1.4 p e r c e n t  i n c r e a s e  fro 
y e a r .

C o m e a u 's  p r o p o s e d  l 
in c lu d e s  a  n u m b e r  of n e 1 
p o s i t io n s  a n d  p ro g ra m ;  
lia s  o u t l in e d  $234,350 foi 
n e w  v ice  p r in c ip a ls  a t  tl 
t r i c t ' s  l a r g e s t  m id d le  s- 
a n d  $158,100 fo r  two ne

S  H O O T I N '

s a y s  t u s s i  

t o  W a i t e r .
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Jan . 15:-- .
Leg is la tu re n e ed s Io " 
out our future first, 
before we hit bottom
Jan. 14:
Scene-stea ling can ine . 
pets axed Irom 'The 
W izard  of Qz' 
production .
Jan. 13:
First Territorial 
L eg is la tu re ach ie ved  a' 
s e n se  of unity ...vjj
Jan.-12:. . •i'-;:
Animal rights group in 
a la ther over D isney 
moviB
Jan. 9:
Sco ts, san .i kilts, oolf 
Io ex trem es on world's 
co ld e st goU cou rse
J an . J.
C ab le  show  to fea tu re • 
Fa irb an k san s tonight 
on Home & G a rden 
channel
Dec. 31:
Desk detritus y ie ld s 
som e in teresting , and 
overdue , in s igh ts
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W edn e sd ay , January 16, 2002 - 4:58:37 AM MST

A la s k a n s  s h o u ld  all w e ig h  in 
on  'A la s k a 's  F lag ' v e r s e

By Dermot Cole

W e d n e s d a y ,  J a n u a r y  16, 2 0 0 2  - H O W  A B O U T  A 
s t a te w id e  c o n te s t  to write a  s e c o n d  v e r s e  for "A laska 's  
F la g ?"

T h a t  w ould be  in k e ep in g  with th e  w ay  in w hich  th e  e le g a n t  
flag d e s c r ib e d  by the  s o n g  w a s  c r e a t e d .  It would  a lso  bring 
t o g e t h e r  p eop le  from a c r o s s  A la s k a  for this, th e  75 th  
a n n iv e r s a ry  of th e  s im p le  flag of a  la s t  frontier.

I m a k e  this s u g g e s t io n  b e c a u s e  a  leg is la tive  c o m m i t t e e  
c h a i r e d  by Rep. J o h n  Coghill p la n s  a  h e a r in g  T h u r s d a y  
m o rn in g  in J u n e a u  on p la n s  to a d d  a  s e c o n d  v e r s e  to 
" A lask a 's  Flag," th e  official s t a t e  s o n g .

T h e  c o m m it te e  is c o n s id e r in g  a  p r o p o s e d  s e c o n d  v e r s e  
w ritten  by  the  late  C arol B e e ry  D avis ,  fo rm er  p o e t  la u re a te  
of A la sk a .

But m a n y  art is ts  a c r o s s  th e  s t a t e  m a y  h a v e  g o o d  id e a s  on 
a  s e c o n d  v e rse  for the official s o n g  th a t  w ould  rec o g n iz e  
A la s k a  Native c u l tu re s  a n d  o th e r  im p o r ta n t  t h e m e s  a n d  do  
s o  in w o rd s  that a re  both a s  s im p le  a n d  a s  m e m o ra b l e  a s  
t h o s e  in the  original.

T h e  T h u r s d a y  hea r in g  on th e  flag s o n g  will b e  
te le c o n fe r e n c e d  to F a i rb a n k s  a n d  te s t im o n y  will b e  ta k e n  
a t  th e  Legislative Inform ation Office in F a i rb a n k s  in the  
D enal i  S ta te  B ank  building a t  8 a .m .

T h e  s to ry  of the flag so n g  b e g in s  with B en n y  B e n s o n ,  a  
N a t ive  s tu d e n t  a t  th e  J e s s i e  L ee  H o m e  in S e w a r d  w ho  
s u b m i t t e d  the winning d e s ig n  for a n  A la s k a  flag w h e n  the 
terri tory  held  a  c o n te s t  a m o n g  sc h o o lch i ld re n  in 1927.

In h is  w r itte n  d a s r r in t in n  o f h is  f la n . R a n s n n  m a d e  if n la a r  w h v  ha  n h n s a  a h ln a
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b a c k g r o u n d  a n d  the  s t a r s :  “T h e  b lue  field is for th e  A la sk a  sk y  a n d  the  
fo rg e t -m e -n o t ,  a n  A la sk an  flower. T h e  North  S ta r  is for th e  fu ture  s t a te  of 
A la s k a ,  the  m o s t  northerly  in the  un ion .  T h e  D ip p er  is for the  G re a t  
B e a r - s y m b o l iz in g  s t reng th ."

B a s e d  on  B e n s o n 's  text,  Marie D rak e  w ro te  th e  p o e m  th a t  b e c a m e  the  flag 
s o n g .  D rak e  w a s  a  s e c re ta ry  to the  c o m m is s io n e r  of E d u c a t io n  a n d  h e r  p o e m  
w a s  s e t  to m u s ic  by Elinor D u s e n b u ry  in 193 8 .  It b e c a m e  A la s k a 's  official s o n g  
in 1 9 5 5 .

" W h e n  they  s ing  'A laska 's  Flag," ' D u s e n b u ry  o n c e  sa id ,  " P e o p le  a lw ay s  s t a n d ,  
a n d  a ld e r  o n e s  cry  w h e n  they c o m e  to the  w o rd s ,  'A la sk a 's  F lag to A la s k a n s  
d e a r ,  th e  s im p le  flag of the last  frontier."

W ith  th e  e x ce p t io n  of the  im a g e s  a d d e d  by D rak e ,  “T h e  gold  of th e  early  
s o u r d o u g h ' r  d r e a m s ,  th e  p re c io u s  gold of th e  hills a n d  s t r e a m s , "  the  s o n g  
follows B e n s o n 's  ex p lana t ion  of w h a t  th e  flag m e a n t  to him.

T H E  P R O P O S E D  N EW  v e r s e  b e g in s ,  "A N ative  lad c h o s e  the  D ipper 's  s t a r s ,
I F o r  A la s k a 's  flag that th e re  b e  no b a r s ,  A m o n g  o u r  c u l tu re s .  B e  it know n, 

T h r o u g h  y e a r s  th e  N atives '  p a s t  h a s  grow n.. ."

In su b je c t iv e  m a t t e r s  like this th e re  is a lw a y s  p o e t ic  l ice n se ,  but the  line m a k e s  it 
s e e m  a s  if B e n s o n 's  motivation for c h o o s i n g  th e  D ipper  a s  a  sy m b o l  w a s  
s o m e th in g  o th e r  th an  w h a t  h e  s a id  it w a s .

T h e  p r o p o s e d  s e c o n d  v e r s e  a lso  c o n ta in s  a  line th a t  will t a k e  s o m e  expla in ing ,  
n a m e ly ,  "With n a tu r e 's  flag to A la s k a n s  d e a r . . . "

W h e n  Lt. G ov. F ran  U lm er  w a s  a  leg is la to r  s h e  in t ro d u c ed  a  bill to a d d  the  
w o r d s  by D avis  a s  the  s e c o n d  v e r s e .  T h e  bill w a s  a p p r o v e d  by th e  H o u s e  in 
1 ° q7, bu t  r e je c te d  by th e  S e n a te .

A m o n g  th e  23  H o u s e  m e m b e r s  w ho  h a v e  a l r e a d y  s ig n e d  o n  to b a c k  th e  bill this 
y e a r ,  HB 285 , four a re  from th e  F a i rb a n k s  a r e a - C o g h i l l  a n d  R e p s .  J im  
W h ita k e r ,  J e a n n e t t e  J a m e s  a n d  J o h n  D a v ie s .

T h e  p r o p o s e d  s e c o n d  v e r s e  is a s  follows:

"A N ative  lad c h o s e  th e  D ipper 's  s t a r s

for A la s k a 's  flag tha t  th e re  b e  no  b a r s

A m o n g  o u r  c u l tu re s .  B e  it know n

T h r o u g h  y e a r s  th e  N a tives '  p a s t  h a s  g ro w n

T o  s h a r e  life's t r e a s u re s ,  h a n d  in h a n d ,

T o  k e e p  A la sk a  o u r  G r e a t  Land;

W e  love  the  n o r th ern ,  m idnight sky,

T h e  m o u n ta in s ,  la k e s  a n d  s t r e a m s  n e a rb y .

T h e  g r e a t  North S ta r  with its s t e a d y  light

Will g u id e  all cu l tu res ,  c le a r  a n d  bright,

W ith  n a tu r e 's  flag to A la s k a n s  d e a r ,

The simple flag of the last frontier."

http://www.news-miner.com/Slaries/0.1UU2,7254.UU.mml
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AN EXH IB IT  A BO U T  A laska 's  flag  open s Thu rsday in Juneau  at the A laska  
S ta te  M useum . It inc ludes 3 6  o f the original 142 p roposed  flag designs 
subm itted by children in A la sk a  in 1 927 . Among the students with designs in the 
exhibit a re  Bob DeA rm ond , P au l S o lk a , S teve  M cCutcheon , M ary W a lsh  and 
F rances M ea ls .

The exhibit is designed to be  a traveling one  and I hope that som eon e  will 
a rrange to get it to Fa irbanks as it tours the state o ve r the next two yea rs . The 
d isp lay includes the gold watch B en son  received fo r winning the flag con test and 
o the r items.

The cata log  to the flag exhibit, written by UAF archivist India Spa rtz , quo tes a 
letter that W illiam  Pau l, a  Native law yer and leg is lator, sen t to B en son  a fte r the 
flag was chosen .

"I had the hon o r o f writing the b ill--now  a law--which m ade you r winning design 
the official flag o f A laska ... A ltogether, this shou ld  encou rage the Native races  
in A laska  to en te r competition with all o th e rs , to do so  without fea r, and to stick 
to it until we win som eth ing ," P au l w rote .

bill said the flag was se le c ted  fo r its "simplicity, its originality and its 
ym bolism ."

Ipartz writes that B enson , w ho died in 1 9 7 2 , o ften said that the biggest thrill o f 
is life w as when he rece ived  a  standing ovation from  the d e leg a tes  of the 
Jaska  Constitutional C onven tion  in Fa irb anks . "The no ise was so  loud I cou ldn ’t 
e a r a thing; p eop le  whistled and ho lle red  and stam ped ," he said .

1 TH E  W A Y : E lem entary  sch oo l report ca rds shou ld  be p e rson a lly  de live red  
loca l scho la rs  this w eek . In the in te rests o f seeing  that the m iddle s ch oo l and 
ih schoo l report ca rds re ach  pa ren ts , th ose  a re  sent by mail and shou ld  show  
by the end of the week.

e rm o t C o le  can  be re a c h e d  a t c o le @ n e w sm in e r .c o m  o r  4 5 9 -7 5 3 0 .
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