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“Changing the name of the Department of 
Community & Economic Development”

Confusion exists as to the actual m ission of the D epartm ent of 
C om m unity & Economic Development (DCF- ' on w hether A laska has 
an  agency th a t is tasked with prom oting .ommerce and economic 
developm ent. It has som ew hat com plicated efforts to a ttra c t 
investm ent to the state.

G overnor M urkowski, in his State of the S tate speech in Ja n u a ry , 
ann o u n ced  his adm inistration  was now referring to the departm en t as 
the “D epartm ent of Commerce” (short, for the D epartm ent of 
Com merce & Economic Development).

The Com m ittee S ubstitu te  for House Bill 288 officially renam es DCED 
to the D epartm ent of Commerce and  Economic Development. I believe 
the nam e change more closely reflects its m ission. That is, to further 
com m erce and  develop A laska’s economy.

F urther, the nam e change more correctly reflects the goals and  
stra teg ies of the departm ent, such  as  prom oting local economic 
developm ent an d  crucial in frastructu re , m arketing A laska’s goods and  
services th roughou t the world, organizing and  conducting b u sin ess 
trade m issions to expand product sales in cu rren t m arkets and  
develop new m arkets, and  facilitating the exchange of inform ation 
betw een A laska exporters and  potential custom ers.

Lastly, by adding  the nam e “Commerce" into the title, it becomes 
co n sisten t w ith num erous o ther s ta tes , including Utah, M ontana, 
Idaho, and  North D akota and South Dakota.
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H B  2 8 8
Changing the name of the D epartm ent of Community and Economic 

Development

Section 1. States that the purpose of the Act is to change the name of the Department of 
Community and Economic Development to the Department of Commerce and Economic 
Development.

Section 2. Changes the name of the Department of Community and Economic 
Development to the Department of Commerce and Economic Development.

Section 3. Instructs the revisor of statutes and the regulations attorney to amend the 
Alaska Statutes and the Alaska Administrative Code to change the name of the 
Department of Community and Economic Development to the Department of Commerce 
and Economic Development and to change the Commissioner of Community and 
Economic Development to the Commissioner of Commerce and Economic Development.
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F I S C A L  N O T E

2003 LEG ISL A TIV E SESSION Bill Version: HB 288
() Publish Date: _______

S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A  Fiscal Note Number: ______

Revision Date/Time (Note if correction):___________________ Dept. Affected;__________ DCED
Title Changing Name of Dept of Comm & Econ. Dev. BRU Executive Admin (119)
________________________________________________________ Component Commissioner's Office
Sponsor Representative Kohrino_______________________ ___________________
Requester House State Affairs__________________________ Component No. 1027

Expenditures/Revenues_________________________________(Thousands of Dollars)__________
Note: Amounts do not include inflation unless otherwise noted below.
OPERATING EXPENDITURES FY 2004 FY 2005 FY 2006 FY 2007 FY 2008 FY 2009
Personal Services 
Travel 
Contractual 
Supplies 
Equipment 
Land & Structures 
Grants & Claims 
Miscellaneous

TOTAL OPERATING 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

ICAPITAL EXPENDITURES 

[CHANGE IN REVENUES ( ) T

FUND SOURCE___________________________________________ (Thousands of Dollars)
1002 Federal Receipts
1003 GF Match
1004 GF
1005 GF/Program Receipts 
1037 GF/Mental Health
Other (Specify Type--Do not abbreviate)

TOTAL 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

Estimate of any current year (FY2003) cost: 0 0
Mark this box (X) if funding for this bill is included in the Governor's FY 2004 budget proposal: 

POSITIONS
Full-time
Part-time
Temporary

ANALYSIS: (Attach a separate paqe if necessary)

This bill changes the name of the Department of Community and Economic Development to the 
Department of Commerce. The department will implement the change to the new name as supplies need 
to be replenished; therefore, no new funds are required to implement this bill.

Prepared by: Tom Lawson, Director_________________________________________ Phone 907-465-2506
Division Administrative Services Date/Time 4/30/03 3:03 PM

Approved by: Edgar Blatchford, Commissioner__________________________  Date 4/30/2003
Agency Department of Community & Economic Development_________
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Office o f  the Comm issioner
P.O. Box 110800, Juneau, AK 99811-0800
Telephone: (907) 465-2500 • Fax: (907) 465-5442 * Text Telephone: (907) 465-5437 
Email: questions@dced.state.ak.us • Website: www.dced.state.ak.us/

Frank H. Murkowski, Governor

07 May 2003

The Honorable Vic Kohring 
House of Representatives 
Alaska State Capitol, Room 24 
Juneau, AK 99811

RE: Support of HB 288 -  Name Change for the Department of Community and Economic 
Development

Dear Representative Kohring;

Thank you for introducing House Bill 288 - Name Change for the Department of Community and 
Economic Development. The administration supports changing the name of the Department of 
Community and Economic Development to the Department of Commerce and Economic 
Development.

In the coming years, our mineral, oil and gas resources will become a stronger element in the 
health of the state’s economy. The new title of the Alaska Department of Commerce and 
Economic Development implies that the economic growth of the state will improve living 
conditions for all individuals. As our commercial interests grow stronger, there will be more 
opportunities for Alaskans to receive training to engage in the spectrum of jobs that will become 
available.

This name change will communicate to international business partners that Alaska is serious and 
focused on development. The government to government message will be crisp and clear. 
Alaska is intent on being an honorable and competent player in the commercial system of the 
world. The Department will serve as a liaison between private sector business, state and local 
government and the people across the state of Alaska. It will focus on both local and external 
commercial conditions, and will assist the communities to participate in the associated economic 
activity.

As we commercialize Alaska’s resources and move toward utilization of emerging routes to

clear message to the world. Thank you for your support in helping accomplish this change.
global markets, the Alaska Department of Commerce and Economic Development will send a

Sincerely,

Edgar Blatchford 
Commissioner

"Promoting a healthy economy and strong communities" I ) C E D

mailto:questions@dced.state.ak.us
http://www.dced.state.ak.us/
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A N ir n u ^ T iA G E
Economic Development Corporation

May 7,2003

Representative Vic Kohring 
Alaska State Legislature 
State Capita] (MS 3100)
Juneau, Alaska 99801-1182

Dear Representative Kohring:

The purpose of this letter is to express AEDC's support for HP; 288 'Changing the Name 
of the Department of Community and Economic Development' to the Department of 
Commerce and Economic Development. The name change seems to more accurately 
reflect the mission of the Department. Substituting the word "commerce” should also 
provide clearer direction to those parties interested in contacting state government about 
doing business in the state.

If you have any questions, please don’t hesitate to call me at (907) 258-3700.

Sincerely,

President & CEO, AEDC

907-258-3700 ■ 800-462-7275 •  fax 907-252-6646 •  900 West Fifth Avenue, Suite 300, Anchorage, A 

, , jwww.aedcweb.com. Anchorage Economic 
Development Corp.

http://www.aedcweb.com
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Departm ent o f Commerce (AM)
Departm ent of Commerce (AZ)
Enterprise Florida (Departm ent of Commerce) (FL)
Departm ent of Commerce (GU)
Departm ent of Commerce and Consumer Affairs (H I)
Departm ent of Commerce and Consumer Affairs: Business Registration Division 
(H I)
Departm ent of Commerce (IA)
Departm ent of Commerce (ID )
Departm ent of Commerce and Com m unity Affairs (IL)
Departm ent of Commerce and Housing (KS)
Departm ent of Commerce (MN)
Departm ent of Commerce (MT)
Departm ent o f Commerce (NC)
Departm ent of Commerce: Em ploym ent Security Commission (NC)
Departm ent of Commerce (ND)
Departm ent o f Commerce (OH)
Departm ent of Commerce (OK)
Departm ent of Commerce (SC)
Departm ent o f Commerce and Regulation (SD)
Departm ent of Commerce and Insurance (TN)
Departm ent of Commerce (UT)
Departm ent of Commerce (W I)
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