


A laska M arin e  H ighw ay System  
N am e the F e rrie s  C ontest 

S tu d e n t E n try  F orm
Attach this form to the front of your essay.

> S ) e c j  T f j r r e i l _____________________________
Parent or Guardian Name L a u r g ,  \ I______________________
Mailing Address P , Q . PyfY J (0 ___________________________

C eh-V?x 1 . A k ^ 7 3 o ____________
Home Phone  ̂9oi) *5ZO“ *S Parent/Guardian Daytime Phone Ŝ rw-2—
Email Address I ^  id  )i __________
Name of School_ A 1 ( je- r Cen-ir-dx 1 o o J _
Grade Level H ______________  Student’s age as of January 30, 2002

Presentation. The essay should be:
• Up to 250 words in length
• Typed and double spaced on plain white paper, or clearly written on lined white paper
• Your name and grade level on each page of the essay

Judging the Essays. Completed essays should be submitted to your school teacher. One essay will be 
chosen from each school to send to the school district. The school district will select essays from all the 
public, private, charter, and home schools in its district. A Department of Education and Early Education 
selection team will then review the essays submitted by the districts. Ten essays will be selected from this 
group and sent on for final judging by Lieutenant Governor Fran Ulmer and the leadership of the Alaska 
Legislature. Two winners will be selected.

Timeline.
January 30 Student essays due to the schools
February 13 Best essay in each school submitted to the school district
February 22 Winning district essays received by DEED
Week of March 4 Winners announced
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F airw eath er 
By Wesley T y rre ll 

F ou rth  G rad e

I

The Alaska Marine Highway System should name its new ferry after the Fairweather 
Glacier for two important reasons. First of all, the glacier, born on the border of Alaska 
and Canada, represents close relations between two nations. Secondly, Fairweather is the 
perfect name for a ship.

In 1778 Captain Janies Cook named a mountain range, Fairweather. It is odd that he 
should choose this name because this place gets some of the worst weather in the world, 
receiving 100 inche„ ;;f precipitation every year.

This weather sounds horrible for people but is fantastic for glaciers. Precipitation falling 
as snow on the summit of Mount Fairweather (15,300ft/4,660 m) does not melt. The ice 
crystals get deeper and heavier until they reach sixty feet deep, becoming a river of ice. 
Fairweather Glacier flows down the south side of this mountain to the Gulf of Alaska.

As the glacier creeps down the mountain it scrapes chunks of rock from the highest peak 
in British Columbia, Canada. The rocks are caught in crevasses, dragged through the 
glacier, and eventually deposited at its front in .Alaska. Sharing Mount Fairweather, its 
glacier, and its boulders, are two countries meeting together in friendship.

We want people to be confident about their trip on the state ferry. When people hear the 
name Fairweather, they will picture sunny blue skies and calm seas. The name cries out, 
"Excellent sailing! Good times! Terrific journeys!"

For these reasons, naming the ferry after the Fairweather Glacier is a great idea.
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C h e n e g a  G l a c i e r  E s s a y
B y  E m ily  R ose O s k o lk o f f

P rin ce W illia m  S ound , ne s tle d in  the A la s k a ’ s C hugach M o u n ta in  
Range, has o v e r 20 g la c ie rs e n d in g a t sea le v e l; num e rous o the rs 
c lin g  to m oun ta in s id e s . These g la c ie rs fo rm  because w a rm , lo w - 
pressure system s sw eep in g in  o fF th e P a c if ic  O cean in  the w in te r 
encoun te r th e h ig h  m oun ta in s , ris e , c o o l and de p o s it th e ir excess 
m o is tu re as sn ow . M o re  snow  fa lls  in  th e lo n g  w in te r th e n m e lts 
d u rin g  th e s h o rt sum m er. The th ic k , a c c um u la tin g  snow  la ye rs 
com press in to  ice , w h ic h  g ra d u a lly  flo w s  d ow n to  the sea as 
g la c ie rs .

T he C henega G la c ie r lo ca te d on the m ap a t 60 -deg rees 14 ’N , 148 - 
degrees 2 8 ’ 2 0 ” W . T h is g la c ie r can be seen b u y boa t fro m  N assau 
F io rd  and is n e x t to  th e T ig e r T a il g la c ie r. T he re is a v illa g e  w ith  
the same nam e as th is  g la c ie r. Iv a n  P e tro f f f ir s t re p o rte d th e  
A lu t iiq  v illa g e  a t C henega B a y nam ed in  th e 1880 census. T h e 
v illa g e  w as de s tro ye d and a p p ro x im a te ly  1/3 o f the v illa g e rs  
pe rished w hen a tsu n am i caused b y th e  1964 ea rthquake h it th e 
P rin ce W illia m  Sound . The v illa g e  w as re e s ta b lis h e d in  th e m id - 
1980 ’ s on E vans Is la n d , a lth o u g h i t  is s t i l l n am ed Chenega.

I  chose th e nam e C henega because I lik e d  th e  sound o f it. B u t as I  
resea rched th is  g la c ie r and d is co ve re d w h a t had happened a t 
Chenega B a y in  1964 and how  the re m a in in g  fa m ilie s  had to  le a ve 
th e ir hom es and s ta rt a new  v illa g e  on E van s Is la n d  I n o w  th in k  
th a t n am in g one o f the n ew  sh ips C henega w o u ld  be a g rea t w a y to  
h o n o r the cou rageous peop le o f C henega .



State o f  A laska

O ffice o f the L ieu ten an t G overnor
FRAN ULMER
Lieutenant Governor 
P.O. Box 110015 
Juneau, Alaska 99811-0015

NEWS RELEASE

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:

Two ferry nam es announced 
Students from Ninilchik and C entral win contest

The two new Alaska Marine Highway System ferries will be named the Fairweather and 
the Chenega. The names were announced today by Lt. Governor Fran Ulmer, Speaker of 
the House Brian Porter and Senate President Rick Halford after reviewing the top ten 
essays in the "Name the Feny" contest.

The name Chenega was submited by 6 th grader Emily Rose Oskolkoff of Ninilchik. "I 
chose the name Chenega because I liked the sound of it. But as I researched this glacier 
and discovered what had happened at Chenega Bay in 1964 and how the remaining 
families had to leave their homes and start a new village on Evans Island, I now think that 
naming one of the new ships Chenega would be a great way to honor the courageous 
people of Chenega."

Fourth grader Wesley Tyrrell of Central submitted the name Fairweather because "when 
the people hear the name Fairweather, they will picture sunny blue skies and calm seas."

Representative Brian Porter liked what Wesley wrote: "The name cries out, 'Excellent 
sailing! Good times! Terrific journeys!" To me the essay cries out "this is an excellent 
essay and should be chosen," Porter said.

"It was wonderful to see the strong participation by students throughout Alaska," said 
Senator Rick Halford. "All of the participants are to be commended."

Hundreds of elementary students in grades 2-6 participated statewide in the contest at the 
school level. Winning school essays were forwarded to the district level with judging 
based on criteria established by the Alaska Department of Education & Early 
Development.

Contact: G lenda Carino
907-465-3557 

FAX: 907-465-5400 
glenda_carino@gov.state.ak.us

www.state.ak.us

M arch 22,2002 0087
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mailto:glenda_carino@gov.state.ak.us
http://www.state.ak.us


Ferry names chosen 
Page 2
March 22, 2002

"We see this contest as a great way for kids to make history and have fun," Ulmer said. 
"The winners, their parents and teachers will receive a six-day cruise on a ferry and their 
essays will be permanently displayed in the new ferries."

Alaska laws require a state ferry be named after an Alaska glacier. The Name the Ferry 
contest was a developed and coordinated by the Office of the Lt. Governor, Alaska 
Marine Highway System, the Depratmenc of Transpotation and Public Facilities and the 
Alaska Department of Education & Early Development.
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Alaska laws require a state ferry be named after 
an Alaska glacier. This contest will allow a 
student in the 2nd through 6,h grade to choose 
a name for one of our new ferries. To enter, 
write an essay of up to 250 words explaining 
why you picked a particular glacier name.
Judges at each school will pick the best essay 
from that school and forward it  to the school 
district. Each district will then choose essays to 
forward to the Department of Education and 
Early Development, which will work with Lt. Gov. 
Fran Ulmer and the Statewide Selection 
Committee to choose the winners. The essays 
will be judged on content, originality, 
compositionandwritingskills.grammar, and 
spelling.
All participants will receive a letter and 
certif icate of appreciation. District winners 
will receive a vessel photo. The top ten essay 
winners will win a three-day ferry pass for 
themselves and their parents. The winning essay 
for each vessel will be permanently mounted on 
the new vessel, and the winners and their 
parents will receive a six-day cruise, including 
stateroom and meals, on any Alaska Marine 
Highway vessel.

A b o u t  t h e  C o n t e s t •gri) ’to 

Q- ^ n S E
to 0)a.

Essay due date: 
January 30,2002

This is a project developed and coordinated by the 
Office of the Lt. Governor, Alaska State Legisla­
ture, Alaska Marine Highway System, the Depart­
ment of Transportation and Public Facilities, and 
the Alaska Department of Education and Earl/ 

Development. I f  you have questions, call: 
Coney Danitz (907) 465-8681.

N a m e  t h e  
N e w  F e r r i e s  

C o n t e s t  
f o r

A la s k a ' s  M a r in e  
H ig h w a y

W rite  an essay  to  name one 
o f  th e  new fe r r ie s  and win:

« A six-day cruise on one of Alaska's 
ferries, including a stateroom 
and meals (for both you and 
your parents)!

• Your essay permanently displayed 
on the ferry you name!

• A six-day cruise for your teacherl

M A R I N E  H IG H W A Y
A Proud Tradition

www.alaska.gov/ferry

http://www.alaska.gov/ferry


Here’s How You Do I t :

Get a list of Alaska glacier names. You 
can do this by contacting your school 
librarian, public librarian or the internet.

From the list of glaciers, pick out a name 
fo r one of the new ferries.

Write an essay of up to 250 words, abou* 
1 page, explaining why you selected the 
name. Be creative! Have fun with the 
essay.

Fill out the entry form and attach it  to 
your essay. Then turn in your essay to 
your teacher. That's all there is to it! 
Yours may be one of the winning essays!

Tips to  help you:

1. New and original ideas - something 
nobody hos thought of before.

2. Include facts about your glacier - both 
from science and history.

3. Your essay has a beginning, middle and 
an end and is easy to read.

4. A person reading your essay can tell how 
you feel about what you are writing.

5. You use interesting words. Your sentences 
are complete and make sense.

6. Your spelling, use of paragraphs, 
punctuation, and grammar are correct.

9e ta six f  W'nners (ond th • 
per^ n e n t iu jm<:als) plus t h ?  (with «

S a p *

Details on the New Femes

The New Metlakatla Ferry
Length overall 181 feet
Max. beam 50 feet
Vehicle capacity 18 cors
Passenger capacity..............................149
Speed 12 knots
Route..................Metlakatla to Ketchikan

The New Fast Ferry
Length overall 235 feet
Max. beam 60 feet
Vehicle capacity 36 cars
Passenger capacity.............................. 250
Speed 32 knots
Route No. 1........................ Sitka to Juneau


