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Senator John Cowdery, Chair 
Transportation Committee 
Capitol Building, Beltz Room #211 
Juneau, AK 99801

February 21, 2002

Dear Senator Cowdery,

Please accept this letter as an official request for a hearing on HJR 37 
commemorating Alaska Airlines on their 70 important years of service to 
our State.

Attached is a copy of HJR 37, my Sponsor Statement, a fiscal note, and 
backup information.

Whatever you can do to schedule this promptly would be greatly 
appreciated. Thank you very much.

Respectfully,

I

Representative Pete Kott

Representative Pete Kott
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h ttp ://w w w .ak rep ublicans.o rg /K o tt.h tm
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RU LES COMMITTEE, CHAIR 
COMM ITTEE ON CO M M ITTEES 

LABOR & COM M ERCE CO M M ITTEE 
MILITARY & VETERANS A FFAIRS 

LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL

Sponsor Statement for HJR 37

INTERIM:
1 0 9 2 8  EAGLE RIVER RD„ SUITE 141 

EA GLE RIVER, AK 9 9 5 7 7

S E S S IO N ; 
ALASKA STATE CAPITOL 

JUNEAU, AK 99801

This House Joint Resolution celebrates 70 years of service to the State of Alaska 
by Alaska Airlines. It offers congratulations on this significant landmark in the 
airline’s corporate history and provides a special thank you for the important role 
Alaska Airlines plays in “The Great Land.”

From its hum ble beginning as McGee Airways in 1932 with a single-engine, 
three- passenger Stinson with one destination, Alaska Airlines has grown into a 
viable and well-regarded regional airlines with a fleet of jet planes and a 19-page 
schedule to over 80 airports. Alaska A irlines’ history footnotes the history of the 
49 State capturing the pioneering spirit synonymous with the “Land of the 
Midnight Sun.”

Alaska Airlines is often the sole provider o f commercial service between the 
State’s far-flung communities. It connects the people in remote villages and 
small towns o f the “Last Frontier” with A laska’s larger cities and those cities 
across America and six international destinations. Alaska Airlines serves a 
critical role -  hauling in food and other necessities, and hauling out the fish and 
other products that are the foundation o f our State’s economy. Alaska Airlines is 
a large part o f our tourism industry -  and many times provides the first 
hospitality received by visitors to our State.

Alaska Airlines continues to distinguish itself with outstanding services, and it 
leads with improving technologies and equipment. For example, it was the first 
airline in the world to integrate the Global Positioning System with the latest in 
Enhanced Ground Proximity Warning System  technology thereby triangulating 
the plane’s position in three dimensions for improved navigation. The skill of its 
pilots is unequaled, as recently evidenced when the Olympic flame was 
transported on Alaska Airlines at the request of Delta’s president. Alaska 
Airlines was also the first airline to book travel and sell tickets via the Internet. 
Alaska Airlines often leads the way.

The Alaska State Legislature congratulates Alaska Airlines.

Representative Pete Kott %
JU N E A U  O F F IC E  (907) 465 -3 777  TOLL F R E E  1 -8 0 0 -8 6 1 -K O TT(5688) FAX (907) 4 6 5 -2 8 1 9    ^

E A G L E  RIV ER O FF IC E  (907) 694 -8 9 4 4  FAX (907) 6 9 4 -8 9 4 5  E-MAIL: rep re sen ta tiv e  _ p e te_ k o tt@ leg is .s ta lQ .ak .u s
h ttp ://w w w .ak rep ub lieans.o rg /K o tl.h tm

mailto:_pete_kott@legis.stalQ.ak.us
http://www.akrepublieans.org/Kotl.htm


HISTORY
A laska Airlines traces its roots to McGee A irways, w hich 
inaugurated  service between Anchorage and  Bristol Bay, Alaska, 
in 1932 w ith a single-engine, three-passenger plane.

O v er the years, mergers and acquisitions produced changes in 
the n am e  of the airline and saw  business expand th roughou t 
A laska and  the Lower 48. The Alaska Airlines nam e w as adopted  
in 1944. A laska's sister carrier, Horizon Air, w as founded in 
Septem ber 1981 in Seattle to serve com m unities on routes vacated 
by larger airlines after the Airline Deregulation Act of 1978. 
T hrough  g row th  and  acquisitions, Horizon Air expanded its route 
system  from  W ashington throughout the Pacific N orthw est and 
C anad a.

In 1985, Alaska Air G roup  was formed as a holding com pany 
for A laska Airlines. A year later, the holding com pany acquired 
H orizon Air Industries (which continues to operate as a separate  
com pany) and  Jet America Airlines of Long Beach, Calif., w hich 
m erged into Alaska Airlines on Oct. 1,1987.

MILESTONES_____________
Through the years, Alaska Airlines and H orizon Air have been 
leaders in the aviation industry:

2001 Alaska and Horizon are the first airlines in N orth 
American to allow customers to check in via a web 
enabled phone or a wireless handheld device.

2001 As the launch customer, Alaska takes delivery of the 
w orld 's first Boeing 737-900.

1999 Alaska and Horizon are the first airlines in the w orld to 
allow customers to chrck in and print their ow n boarding 
passes via the Internet.

1999 The FAA authorizes Horizon Air as the first U.S. air 
carrier to take off and laud when certain local ground- 
based navigational aids are inoperable.

1999 H oiizon Air makes the first Q200 Dash 8 approach using 
Global Positioning System (GPS) technology at the 
Bellingham, Wa. airport.

1997 Alaska Airlines celebrates its 65lh anniversary.

1996 Alaska flies the first commercial passenger flight using 
Global Positioning System navigation technology.

1995 Alaska and Horizon are the first U.S. airlines to book 
travel and sell tickets via the Internet.

1995 Horizon Air is the first turboprop operator in the world to 
use the "fog-busting" Head-Up Guidance System 
(HGS®) and be certified for CAT III landings.

1995 H orizon Air Dash 8 First Officer Yoshiko O kam ura is the 
first female Japanese national commercial airline pilot.

1991 Alaska Airlines is the first U.S. airline to offer regularly 
scheduled service to Russia from the West Coast.

1990 Alaska Airlines is the first U.S. carrier to take off in less

than 600 feet of runw ay visibility with a passenger- 
carrying jetliner (B727), which was made possible with a 
revolutionary H ead-lip  Guidance System.

1989 Alaska Airlines is the first airline in the world to manually 
land a passenger-carrying jet (B727) in FAA Category III 
weather (dense fog) made possible with the Head-Up 
Guidance System.

1983 Alaska Airlines begins to trade on the New York Stock 
Exchange after 40 years on the American Stock Exchange.

1981 Horizon Air inaugurates air service with two aircraft and 
36 employees, and offers flights from Seattle to Yakima 
and Pasco, Wash.

1967 Alaska is the first airline to obtain FAA certification to 
land B727s on gravel runways.

1965 Alaska is the first airline to fly the Lockheed Hercules for 
oil field development in Alaska.

1960 Alaska begins the "com m uter run" from Philadelphia to 
Fairbanks for the RCA Corporation during construction of 
the Ballistic Missile Early Warning System.

1951 Alaska is the first airline to fly over the North Pole (DC-4).

1949 Alaska is the first airline to equip the DC-3 with skis.

1948 Alaska flics the Berlin airlift (DC-4s).

RECOGNITION
Through the years, Alaska Airlines and  Horizon Air have been 
recognized for providing ou tstand ing service to its customers 
(bold indicates top rank overall; italic indicates best among the 10 
major U.S. airlines):

Alaska Airlines
2001 Travel + Leisure magazine ("Best Domestic Airline"); 

Zagat (a survey); Forrester PowerRankings (survey of e- 
commerce Web sites)

2000 Comte Nasi Traveler m agazine; Travel + Leisure magazine

1999 Travel + Leisure magazine ("Best Domestic Airline"); 
Conde Nast Trai’eler magazine

1998 Comte Nast Traveler m agazine; Trai'el + Leisure magazine

1997 Conde Nast Troiv/ermngazine; Travel + Leisure magazine; Zagat 
(a survey); Money magazine (second overall)

1996 Travel + Leisure magazine; Entrepreneur magazine
(main-cabin service category); Comte Nast Traveler magazine

1995 Comte Nast Traveler magazine; Consumer Reports magazine; 
Zagat (a survey)

1994 Conde Nast Traveler magazine

1993 Conde Nast Traveler magazine; International Association 
of Air Travel Couriers

1992 Conde Nast T raveler magazine; J.D. Power and Associates 
(short-haul category); Zagat (a survey)
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1991 Conde Nast Traveler magazine; Consum er Reports
magazine; Business Week magazine (recognized in special 
issue on quality)

1990 Conde Nast Traveler magazine; Air T ransport World 
m agazine

1989 Conde Nast Traveler magazine

1988 USA Today (survey of business travelers)

Horizon Air
2000 Conde Nast Traveler magazine 

1999 Conde Nast Tmelcr magazine 

1998 Conde Nasi Trm'eler magazine 

1997 Conde Nast Trai’eler magazine 

1994 Seattle D istinguished M arketing Award

TECHNOLOGY
Alaska Airlines and Horizon Air are innovators in the application 
of new  technology, which have resulted in im proved safety and 
im proved cost management and productivity.

GPS/EGPWS
In 19%, Alaska Airlines became the first airline in the w orld lo 

integrate the Global Positioning Syslem(GPS) w ith  the latest in 
Enhanced G round Proximity Warning System  (EGPWS) 
technology.

GPS em ploys a network ot 24 orbiting satellites to triangulate a 
p lane 's position in three dimensions. EGPWS takes that inform a­
tion and  com pares it to an onboard com puter database of contour 
m aps from  around  the world to continuously update  pilots on 
their location relative to any nearby land m ass, specifically 
m ountains.

Together, these two technologies allow forim proved  navigation 
that approaches pinpoint accuracy. They also have the capability 
to enhance safety and increase schedule reliability.

G PS/EGPW S is operational on Alaska's entire fleet of Boeing 
737-400s and  -700r, and Horizon's deet of Q 200/Q 400 Dash 8s.

Head-Up Guidance System (HGS®)
In late 1989, Alaska became the first airline to use H ead-U p 

G uidance System(HGS) during a passenger-carrying flight to 
reduce d isruptions in scheduled service caused by fog. In 1995, 
H orizon became the first turboprop operator to use the HGS.

The central com ponent of the system is the head-up display, 
tha t superim poses a holographic image o f the approaching 
ru nw ay  on a transparent screen positioned betw een the pilot and 
the cockpit w indshield. Flight data from the instrum ent panel is 
also displayed on the screen.

The Internet
In 1996, Alaska and Horizon became the first U.S. airlines to 

book travel and sell tickets via the Internet. In 1999, they became

the first U S. airlines to check in passengers and issue boarding 
passes via the Internet. In 2001, they introduced wireless checkin.

Alaska's home pagecan be found ztmvw.alaskaair.com, while 
Horizon's Internet address isiimoJiorizormir.com.

Instant TraveP
Alaska and H orizon offer ticketless travel w ith Instant Travel. 

This electronic ticketing system  provides custom ers the benefit 
and convenience of no t having to obtain o r keep track of a paper 
ticket.

Instant Travel M achines (ITM) offer an autom ated check-in 
procedure to further speed Alaska and H orizon customers 
through the airport.

Available in m ost cities, ITMs allow travelers to check in 
electronically, receive a board ing  pass and  head to the plane. 
Alaska has self baggage check for custom ers checking in at an 
in '/I in A nchorage and  Portland and plans to expand the service 
to other cities.

Or, before leaving for the airport, custom ers may check-in and 
print a boarding pass a t their hom e or office via W eb check-in. 
Alaska has also introduced w ireless check-in using a W eb-enabled 
phone or a w ireless handheld  device.

MARKETPRESENCE
Alaska Airlines is the 10th largest U.S. airline, based on 2000 
passenger traffic. D uring that year, Alaska enplaned 13.5 million 
passengers. Its average passenger trip length w as 882 miles.

A lthough Alaska is relatively small com pared to the other m ajor 
carriers (Alaska carries less than two percent of all US. passenger 
traffic), it is the dom inan t carrier in the region it serves.

In each of the last 29 years, the airline has carried more people 
between Alaska and the Lower 48 than any other airline.

Today, Alaska is also the dom inant carrier betw een the Pacific 
N orthw est and California.

D e p a r tu r e  s h a r e
West Coast to Alaska 73%
Pacific N orthw est to No. California 45%
Pacific N orthw est to So. California 78%
Pacific N orthw est to N evada 50%
Pacific N orthw est to A rizona 39%

Horizon A ir is the nation 's eighth largest regional carrier based 
on 2000 passenger traffic and  the dom inant regional airline in the 
Pacific N orthw est. In 2000, H orizon enplaned 5 million passen­
gers. Its average trip length w as 283 miles.

Together, A laska a n d  H orizon serve 75 cities:

A la s k a  H orizon  T o ta l
U.S. cities 38 35 65*
lnt'l. cities________________ 6____________ 5__________ 10*

TOTALcitics 44 40 75*
• Alaska and rlnnzon jointly sense s»r U S. deftinahon* (Portland. Sacrawmto. Lo* Anyelef, San lose. Seattle and Spokane) and one international destination (Vaneouitr. B C ).
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R e n o .  N e v a d a  - l l i e  B ig g e s t  Little C i ty
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Historical Overview of Alaska Airlines

F o r nearly 7 0  years, A laska  A irlines a n d  its p eo p le  h a v e  b e e n  g u id e d  th ro u g h  
thick a n d  thin by a  s h a re d  c o m m itm e n t to  integrity, ca ring , re s o u rc e fu ln e s s ^  
p rofessionalism  a n d  spirit. E s p e c ia l ly s p m t-a n  A laskan  spirit, b o rn  in th e  land  
th e  airline is n a m ed  a fte r -  a  p la c e  w h e re  "can -do " a n d *
"neighbor-help ing -neighbor" a re  fa c ts  o f  life*

T h e  resu lt?  A long list of aviation m ilesto nes, a s  well a s  c o u n tle s s  s to r ie s  of 
p eo p le  go ing  ou t of their w a y  to  h e lp  o th e rs  - bo th  in th e  c o u rs e  of b u s in e s s  
a n d  in th e  su p p o r t of o rg a n iza tio n s  th a t m a k e s  ou r co m m u n itie s  b e tte r  p la c e s  
to  live.

In th e  p ro c e ss , A laska  h a s  g row n  from  a  sm all regional airline to  o n e  o f th e  m o s t re sp e c te d  in the  nation. 
C arrying m o re  th an  12  million c u s to m e rs  p e r  year, A la sk a 's  ro u te  s y s te m  s p a n s  m ore  th an  4 0  cities a n d  th ree  
cou n tries . T h e  A laska A irlines fleet of 9 6  B oeing je ts  is th e  y o u n g e s t  a m o n g  all m ajor airlines. And its 
repu ta tion  for o u ts tan d in g  se rv ic e  co n sisten tly  e a rn s  b e s t  U .S . airline reco gn itio n  from th e  likes of Travel + 
Leisure a n d  Cond6 Nast Traveler m ag az in es .

S to r ie d  R o o ts

T h e  foun dation  of th is  s u c c e s s  w a s  laid in 19 32 , w h en  M ac M cG ee sta rted  
flying his th re e -se a t  S tin so n  b e tw e e n  A n c h o ra g e  a n d  Bristol Bay, A laska. 
F in a n c e s  w e re  tight, b u t p e r s e v e r a n c e  ru led  th e  day  -  M ac an d  his team  
o ften  w o rk ed  roun d-the-c lo ck , e v e n  th o u g h  th e  next pay ch eck  m ight b e  
w e e k s  aw ay.

A m e rg e r with S ta r  Air S e rv ice  in 1 9 3 4  c re a te d  th e  la rg es t airline in a la s k a . 
A fter sev e ra l m ore m e rg e rs , th e  n a m e  w a s  c h a n g e d  a  cou p le  of tim es —  until 
th ey  foun d  o n e  th a t s tu ck : A laska  A irlines.

By th e  late 19 4 0 s , u s in g  su rp lu s  military aircraft, A laska  h a d  b r a n c h e d  into w orldw ide ch a rte r  work, including 
th e  Berlin Airlift in 1 9 4 8  a n d  O p e ra tio n  M aaic C a rp e t, th e  airlift o f  th o u s a n d s  o f Y em enite Jew s, to Israel in 
19 49 .

In th e  late 19 6 0 s, A lask a  s t r e n g th e n e d  its o p e ra tin g  b a s e  by m erging with 
A laska  C oastal-E llis a n d  C o rd o v a  airlines, leg en d a ry  S o u th e a s t A laska 
ca rrie rs  o w n ed  by aviation p io n e e rs  S hell S im m ons. B ob  Ellis and  
M udhole S m ith . A la sk a 's  w orld n o w  s tr e tc h e d  from F airb anks so u th  to 
K etch ikan a n d  dow n to  S e a ttle . A n d  in s o m e  of th e  co ld es t days of th e  Cold 
W ar, A laska  m a d e  h e a d lin e s  with re g u la r  c h a rte rs  to th e  Soviet Union.

A  N ew  E ra

W h e n  F a irb anks b u s in e s sm e n  R o n  C o s g r a v e  an d  B r u c e  K e n n e d y  c a m e  o n  bo ard  in 1972, the  airline w as 
in a  financial fight for its life. T h e y  w e n t to w ork  se tting  g o a ls  a n d  b rin g in g  p e o p le  tog e ther. T hey w on b ack  th e  
tru s t of cred ito rs a n d  im p ro ved  on -tim e perfo rm an ce. O n e  b re a k  th a t  w e n t  their w ay w a s  th e  construction  of 
th e  tran s-A lask a  Pipeline; carry ing  supp lies , eq u ip m en t a n d  w o rk e rs  g a v e  A laska  a sh o t in th e  arm.

B ottom  line, cu s to m e r se rv ice  b e c a m e  key in th is n e w  e ra . A n d  it p u t th e  airline on  c o u rse  for w hat w ould b e  a 
nearly  u n p re c e d e n te d  rec o rd  in th e  industry: 19 s tra ig h t y e a rs  o f profitability.



In 1 9 7 9 , th e  airline ind ustry  w a s  d eregu la ted . F o r  m an y  ca rrie rs , th is  w a s  th e  
e n d  of th e  ro ad . F o r A laska, it w as  a  n ew  beg inn in g . T h e  airline e x p an d e d  
m ethodically  th ro u g h o u t th e  W e s t C o as t an d  in 1 9 8 7  jo in e d  fo rc e s  with tw o 
ca rrie rs  similarty co m m itted  to  ou tstand ing  c u s to m e r  se rv ic e  - H orizon Air and  
J e t  A m erica.

By th e  e n d  o f th e  8 0 s , A laska had  tripled in s iz e . Its f lee t h a d  in c re a se d  five-fold, 
s c h e d u le d  se rv ice  to  M exico a n d  R ussia .

C o n t in u in g  T h e  L e g a c y

T h in g s  h a v e n 't  c h a n g e d  th a t m uch over th e  y e a rs . A la sk a  is still differentiating 
itself: offering m o re  flights th an  any com petito r in a lm o st ev e ry  m ark e t it 
s e rv e s ; providing a  su p e rio r  level o f  c u s to m e r  serv ia*! a n d  p fd n e s r in g ^ . 
te c h n o lo g ie s  th a t  im prove on-tim e p e rfo rm an ce  a n d  e x p a n d  sa fe ty  m argins.
A n d  th e  a w a rd s  ju s t  k e e p  on  com ing.

E very  tim e th e  h is to ry  o f com m ercial aviation is w ritten , p e o p le  a s k  h o w  an 
o b s c u re  little airline in A m erica 's  hin terland h a s  c o n tin u e d  to  survive a n d  
ih rive  w hile o n c e -p ro u d  g ian ts  d isap p eared . G rit a n d  d e te rm in a tio n  will b e  part of the  a n sw e r.

B u t m o re  th a n  th a t, i t s  th e  people. Their caring . T h e ir re s o u rc e fu ln e ss . Their integrity. T he ir professionalism . 
A n d  their sp irit - th e  u n iq u e  spirit of T h e  G re a t L an d  w h e re  th e  airline w a s  born.

T o o  of P a g e  S ite  M ap B row sers  Privacy C opyright C o n tac t U s  N ew sletters J o b s  at A laska Jo b s  a t Horizon Help
w w w .alaskaair.com  o r w w w .horizonair.com

http://www.alaskaair.com
http://www.horizonair.com


OFFICE OF THE MAYOR
P.O. Box 69
B a r r o w ,  Alaska 99723 

Phone: 907-852-2611

W O R T H  S L O P E  B O R O U G H

907-852-0200

February 12, 2002

Representative Pete Kott 
Alaska State Legislature 
Juneau, AK 99801

Representative Kott:
I would like to join you in congratulating Alaska Airlines on its 70th anniversary of 
service to the state.
As you know, air transportation is crucial to the economic and social fabric of Alaska. It 
is particularly crucial in the rural areas where there are no alternatives. Air carriers 
encounter unusually challenging weather-related hazards, as well as financial 
hardships, in providing service throughout Alaska. It takes a dedicated and resilient 
company to deliver this service day after day.
Everyone likes to complain abnut the airlines, especially when there is only one 
company serving a community. However, we have had experience with other airlines 
operating our main routes in the past, and few'of us were sorry to see them disappear. 
Alaska Airlines provides a consistent level of service at competitive rates, and has 
established itself as a good corporate citizen.
On behalf of the people of the North Slope, I offer my congratulations to Alaska Airlines 
for a job well done.

Sincerely,

.George N. Ahmaogak, Sr. 
Mayor


