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CS FOR SENATE JO IN T RESO LU T ION NO. 14( )

IN THE LEG ISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA 

TWENTY-SECOND LEG ISLATURE - FIRST SESSION

B Y

Offered:

Referred:

Sponsor(s): S E N A T O R  T A Y L O R

A  R E S O LU T IO N

U rg ing President Bush, the United States Departm ent o f State, and the United States 

Congress to intervene and negotiate w ith the government o f Canada to reconsider the 

im position o f a fee to transpo rt firearm s th rough Canada.

BE IT  RESOLVED BY THE LEG IS LA TU R E OF THE STATE OF A LA S K A :

W HEREAS Alaska is separated from the 48 contiguous states o f the United States by 

Canada, and many Alaskans travel the Alaska, Taylor/Top o f the World, Skagway/Klondike, 

and Cassiar Highways and other highways in Canada to reach the 48 contiguous states o f the 

United States; and

W HEREAS Alaska borders the Yukon and British Columbia, Canadians engage in 

recreational activities in Alaska, and Alaskans engage in recreational activities in Canada; and 

W HEREAS , in pursuit o f these recreational opportunities, Alaskans enter Canada at 

Canadian locations, some o f which do not have a border station or customs personnel 

Dermanently stationed; and

W HEREAS Alaska and the United States do not impose a fee for Canadians to 

transport firearms into Alaska or the United States to engage in recreational activities; and
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WHEREAS the government o f Canada recently adopted new regulations that require 

visitors to Canada not having a valid Canadian firearms license to declare their firearms 

before entering Canada at a Canadian customs station, complete a Non-Resident Firearm 

Declaration Form, and pay a S50 (Canadian) confirmation fee; and

W HEREAS the imposition o f this fee on Alaskans and those traveling to and from 

Alaska is inconvenient and unexpected, especially when considering that neither Alaska nor 

the United States has a reciprocal declaration and fee requirement;

BE IT  RESOLVED that the Alaska State Legislature urges President Bush, the 

United States Department o f State, and the United States Congress to intervene and negotiate 

w ith the government o f Canada to remove the declaration and fee requirements in a manner 

that allows Alaskans to engage in routine recreational, transport, and travel opportunities in 

Canada.

COPIES o f this resolution shall be sent to
vJoU/W

Minister o f Canada; the Hooorable LloYd-AjcWortHy, M in iste r o f Foreign Affa irs, Canada; the 

Honorable Pat Duncan, Premier o f he Yukon; the Honorable U jja l Dosanjh, Premier o f 

British Columbia; the Plonorable George W. Bush, President o f the United States; the 

Honorable Richard B. Cheney, Vice-President o f the United States and President o f the U.S. 

Senate; the Honorable J. Dennis Flastert, Speaker o f the U.S. House o f Representatives; the 

Honorable Colin Powell, United States Secretary o f State; and to the Honorable Ted Stevens 

and the Honorable Frank Murkowski, U.S. Senators, and the Honorable Don Young, U.S. 

Representative, members o f the Alaska delegation in Congress.
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le Honorable Jean Chretien, Prime
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S E N A T E  S T A T E  A F F A I R S  
CO M M ITTEE

DATE: February 27, 2001

S U B J E C T  O F M E E T IN G :
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Alaska State Legislature
Session:
S ta t e  C ap ito l, R o o m  3 0  
J u n e a u ,  A K  9 9 8 0 1 - 1 1 8 2  
P h o n e :  (9 0 7 )  4 6 5 - 3 8 7 3  
F a x : (9 0 7 )  4 6 5 -3 9 2 2

Interim: 
1 8 5 1  F o x  A v e n u e  

F a i r b a n k s ,  A K  9 9 7 0 1  
P h o n e :  ( 9 0 7 ) 4 5 1 - 5 5 0 1  

F a x : ( 9 0 7 ) 4 5 1 - 4 7 1 4

S e n a to r  R o b in  T a y lo r
D is t r i c t  A

F o r  I m m e d i a t e  R e le a se :  F e b .  21, 2001 
C o n ta c t :  S en . R o b in  T a y lo r ,  (907) 465-3873

Taylor to Canada: Firearm Fees Unfair
(JUNEAU) -  Sen. Robin Taylor (R-Wrangell) introduced a resolution on Wednesday in response to new fees 
for Alaskans transporting firearms through Canada.

“Alaskans and Canadians frequently travel back and forth across our border for business and recreation,” said 
Taylor. “Our government allows Canadians to bring firearms into the United States for recreational activities 
without imposing a fee, but the Canadian government no longer allows our residents the same courtesy.”

The Canadian government recently adopted new regulations requiring visitors without a valid Canadian 
firearms license to declare their firearms at a Canadian customs station before entering the country. Visitors 
would also have to fill out a Non-Resident Firearm Declaration form and pay a confirmation fee of $50 
(Canadian).

“How are hunters in a remote area, traveling back and forth across the Canadian-U.S. border, supposed to 
register their firearms?” said Taylor.

Senate Joint Resolution 14 calls on President George W. Bush, the U.S. State Department, and Congress to 
negotiate with the Canadian government to rescind these new regulations.
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S e n a to r  R o b in  T a y lo r  

D is t r ic t  A
State Capitol Rm 30, Juneau. Alaska 99801-1182 Phone (907)465-3873 Fax (907)465-3922

A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e

M e m o r a n d u m
TO: Senator Gene Therriault, Chair

State Affairs Committee,

FROM: Senator Robin L. Taylo

DATE: February 21, 2001

RE: Request for Hearing__________ ______________________________________

I would appreciate a hearing of SJR 14 TITLE: "Urging President Bush, the United 
States Department of State, and the United States Congress to intervene and 
negotiate with the government of Canada to reconsider the imposition of a fee to 
transport firearms through Canada".
The schedu ling of th is resolution at your earliest convenience would be greatly 
appreciated.

Please ca ll if you have any questions or concerns regarding th is resolution.

Thank You.

♦ Hyder ♦ Ketchikan ♦ Kupreanof ♦ Meyers Chuck ♦Petersburg ♦ Saxman ♦ Sitka ♦ Wrangell♦


