


Alaska State Legislature
Select Committee on 

Legislative Ethics

716 W. 4th, Suite 230 
Anchorage AK 
(907) 269-0150 
FAX: 269-0152

February 11, 2002

Senator Gene Therriault 
Chair, Senate State Affairs Committee 
State Capitol, Room 121 
Juneau, AK 99811

Dear Senator Therriault:

On behalf of the Select Committee on Legislative Ethics, I request your consideration of 
SCR 9, Approving the Open Meetings Guidelines proposed by the Select Committee on 
Legislative Ethics.

The Ethics Committee voted on March 12, 2001, to formally submit Proposed Open 
Meetings Guidelines to the legislature, under statutory requirements set out in AS
24.60.037, and again reaffirmed its position on January 10, 2002. The guidelines are 
substantially different from previously proposed guidelines. Most notably, the 2001 
guidelines comprise 1 1/2 pages and the previous guidelines comprised 7 1/2 pages.

The committee offers whatever assistance it can to resolve the slatus of the Open 
Meetings Guidelines. Absent guidelines, legislators are subject to the broad standard 
set out in AS 24.60.037, which states that "Legislators shall abide by open meetings 
principles." The statute goes further to say that complaints alleging a violation of the 
open meetings law shall be dismissed if the ethics committee finds that the person acted 
within the adopted guidelines.

Please contact Joyce Anderson at the committee office or me at 907-443-5226, if you 
have any questions. Thank you in advance for your cooperation in this matter.

Sincerely,

Conner Thomas, Chair
Select Committee on Legislative Ethics

Mailing Address: 
P.O.Box 101468 
Anchorage, AK 
99510-1468



Alaska State Legislature
Select Committee on 

Legislative Ethics

716 W. 4th, Suite 230  
Anchorage AK 
(907) 269-0150  
FAX: 269-0152

April 17, 2001

Senator Gene Therriault 
Chair, Senate State Affairs Committee 
State Capitol 
Juneau, AK 99811

Dear Senator Therriault;

On behalf of the Select Committee on Legislative Ethics, I request your consideration of 
SCR 9, Approving the Open Meetings Guidelines proposed by the Select Committee on 
Legislative Ethics.

On March 12, 2001, The Ethics Committee voted to formally submit Proposed Open 
Meetings Guidelines to the legislature, under statutory requirements set out in AS
24.60.037. The guidelines are substantially different from previously proposed 
guidelines, most notably, the 2001 guidelines comprise 1 1/2 pages and the previous 
guidelines comprised 7 1/2 pages.

The committee offers whatever assistance it can to resolve the status of ths up^n 
Meetings Guidelines. Absent guidelines, legislators are subject to the broad standard 
set out in AS 24.60.037, which states that "Legislators shall abide by open meetings 
principles." The statute goes further to say that complaints alleging a violatic n of the 
open meetings law shall be dismissed if the ethics committee finds that the person acted 
within the adopted guidelines.

Please contact Susie Barnett at the committee office or me at 907-452-1855, if you have 
any questions. Thank you in advance for your cooperation in this matter.

Sincerely,

Dennis "Skip" Cook, Chair
Select Committee on Legislative Ethics

Mailing Address: 
P.O.Box 101468  

Anchorage, AK 
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