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STATE O F ALASKA
OFFICE OF THE LT. GOVERNOR

Region ill Elections Office 
675 7th Avenue, H3 
Fairbanks, AK 99701-4594 
PHONE (907 ) 451 -2 835

May 4, 2001

The Honorable Georgianna Lincoln 
Senator, Alaska State Legislature 
State Capitol, Room 11 
Juneau, Alaska 99801

Dear Senator Lincoln:

As the Region III Elections Supervisor, I am responsible for voter registration find 
election management throughout Interior Alaska and Prince William Sound. Your office 
requested information regarding areas in my Jurisdiction that would benefit bv the 
passage of SB 87.

I have over 1,000 voters Irving in remote areas that have been classified as permanent 
absentee voting areas. Some of these voters live In areas such as the Kandshna River, 
Cosna River, Holftna River, Takahula Lake, Inlakuk Lake, Tolovans River, Chandalar 
Lake, Wien Lake, Flat Chisana, Healy Lake, and other areas that do not have regular 
mail service. Without regular mail service, these voters have an extremely hard time 
exercising their right to vote due to the absentee ballot timeframes established in 
Alaska law.

Each election cycle I receive requests from voters residing in remote areas to obtain an 
absentee ballot early because of their limited ability to receive mall. Currently, the 
division mails ballots approximately three weeks before each election for regular 
absentee voters. Without regular mail service, many of the voters living In remote areas 
cannot receive their ballot In time to vote. SB 87 would allow voters living In these 
remote areas to obtain an advance absentee ballot Just like the advance ballot 
privileges afforded to overseas voters.



OFFICE OF THE LT. GOVERNOR

Division of E lections 
P.O. Box 110017 
Ju n e a u , A laska 99811-0017 
PH O N E  (9 0 7 ) 4 6 5 -4 6 1 1

February 16, 2001

The Honorable Georgianna Lincoln 
Senator, Alaska State Legislature 
State Capitol, Room 11 
Juneau, Alaska 99801

Dear Senator Lincoln:

Thank you for allowing the division to comment on Senate Bill 87. The division 
supports your efforts in assisting Alaska voters in remote areas of the state to 
exercise their right to vote.

Senate Bill 87 expands the allowable use of the 60-day special advance ballot to 
Alaskans in remote locations. This will allow additional time for these voters to 
receive their ballot.

Thank you for proposing this legislation. We believe it will have a positive impact 
for voters in Alaska's most remote areas.

Sincerely,

Gail Fenumiai
Election Programs Specialist
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FROM : ROUGHJOODS t W

Ruth M. and Larry E. Coy 
P.O. Box 515 
Nenana, Alaska 99760

Dear Senator Lincoln,

We are writing to you in support of Senate Bill 87. We support this bill because of 
the fact that Larry chartered a flight in to town to vote on a subject that we 
considered important. This charter flight cost us $525.00. Even though what we had 
voted on did not pass at least we voted on the subject. If there was a 60 day 
window for absentee ballots instead of the 30 days it would be of considerable help 
to the bush residents and they would be able to cast their ballots on important 
issues.

Sincerely,
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TONY KNOWLES, GOVERNOR

DIVISION OF ELECTIONS 
P.O. BOX 110017 
JUNEAU. ALASKA 99811-0017 
PHONE: (907)465-4611

January 22,2002

The Honorable Georgianna Lincoln 
Senator, Alaska State Legislature 
State Capitol, Room 11 
Juneau, Alaska 99801

Dear Senator Lincoln:

After the first hearing of Senate Bill 87 in the Senate State Affairs Committee, questions 
arose concerning the term "reasonable." I would like to provide to you with more 
information about permanent absentee voters.

The permanent absentee voters who would benefit from this bill arc uniquely identified 
within our voter registration system. A voter may only be designated in permanent 
absentee status by a regional election supervisor. The conditions under which a voter 
may be designated as such are outlined in 6 AAC 25.650. This regulation has been in 
place since 1990. The division can assure you that there is no abuse of this system.

Although a voter is designated as a permanent absentee voter, they must complete an 
absentee by-mail ballot application prior to receiving any ballot. The designation of 
permanent absentee status alerts the regional election supervisors that these voters must 
be sent an absentee by-mail application per the schedule set out in 6 AAC 25.650.

Again, thank you for your efforts in promoting this legislation.

Sincerely,

Gail Fenumiai
Election Administrative Supervisor
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LEGAL SERVICES

(907) 465-3867 or 465-2450 
FAX (907) 465-2029 
Mail Stop 3101

DIVISION OF LEGAL AND RESEARCH SERVICES 
LEGISLATIVE AFFAIRS AGENCY 

STATE OF ALASKA State Capitol 
Juneau, Alaska 99801-1182 

Deliveries to: 129 6th St., Rm. 329

M E M O R A N D U M January 18, 2002

SUBJECT: Definition of the Word "Reasonable" (SB 87)

TO: Senator Gcorgiana Lincoln 
Attn: Sara Boario

FROM: Kathryn L. Kurtz 
Lcgislative Counsel

You asked several questions about the word reasonable.

Q: How extensively is the word "reasonable" used in statute?
A: The phrase "reasonable access," the phrase used in the bill, appears 19 times in the 
Alaska statutes. The word "reasonable" appears 1,432 times.

Q: Is "reasonable" defined beyond a common dictionary definition of the word 
"reasonable"1?
A: I found no statutory definition of the word "reasonable" standing on its own or the 
phrase "reasonable access."

Additional insight as to how the agency, in this case the Division of Elections, will 
interpret the phrase may be available by looking at how it applies 6 AAC 25.650(a)(1), 
which uses the same phrase.

The Alaska Supreme Court interpreted the phrase "reasonable access" in the context of a 
property condemnation suit in 0.958 Acres v. State. 762 P.2d 96 (Alaska 1988), involving 
condemnation of part o f a piece of private property to build a state highway. The court 
recognized in that case that "the owner of abutting land has a right of access to and from 
a public street or highway," limited in Alaska to a "right of reasonable access." Id. at 99. 
The court went on to explain that "[t]he question whether the ... remaining access is 
reasonable is plainly a matter o f degree.... it involves an ad hoc analysis of the roads that 
actually or potentially lead to the property after the condemnation, to determine if they 
are suitable for the traffic that would likely go to the property. We think the analysis 
necessarily involves an examination of the potential uses of the property." Id. at 101.

1 According to the American Heritage Dictionary of the English Language (3d ed. 1992), 
"reasonable" means "[g]overned by or in accordance with sound thinking" and "[bjeing 
within the bounds of common sense" among other things.



The court remanded the case to the superior court for further findings relating to whether 
the remaining access was indeed reasonable, a factual issue.

Although the facts and context of that case are very different than those that would be 
involved in this bill, a court interpreting the phrase "reasonable access" in SB 87 would 
probably follow a similar approach, interpreting "reasonable" as a matter of degree, and 
looking closely at the specific facts of the case.

Q: Why doesn't the word "reasonable" need to be defined?
A: According to the legislative drafting manual, "[i]f [a] word is clear and unmistakable 
without definition, it is superfluous and confusing to define it. . . .  A word that is not 
defined in a statute will probably be given its common law meaning by a court construing 
the statute. Legislative Affairs Agency, Manual of Legislative Drafting at 47. Reed 
Dickerson, in his book Legislative Drafting wrote: "[tjhe first thing to remember about 
legal definitions is that they should be used only where necessary. ... The main use of a 
definition in a legal document is, of course, to get clarity and consistency without 
burdensome repetition." The fact that the word "reasonable" has not been defined 
elsewhere in the Alaska statutes suggests that it is one of those words which usually does 
not require a special statutory definition, but can be interpreted by the agency and by 
courts according to its ordinary meaning.

I hope this information is helpful. Please call if you have further questions.

Senator Georgiana LincolnJanuary 18,2002Page 2
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TOLOVANA ROADHOUSE 
TOLOVANA, ALASKA 

BOX 281 
NENANA,ALASKA 99760 

PHONE/FAX 907 .832 .5258  
EMAIL- to lovana@pocketmall.com

S e n a t o r  G e o r g i a n a  L i n c o l n  
S t a t e  C a p i t o l  B l d g .
J u n e a u  A K  9 9 8 0 1

1/30/01

D e a r  S e n a t o r ,

T h a n k  y o u  f o r  a t t e n d i n g  t o  t h e  l e g i s l a t i o n  t h a t  w i l l  a l l o w  o u r  f a m i l y  t o  v o t e  i n  t h e  f a l l  
e l e c t i o n s .
T h e  i s s u e  t h a t  s t a r t e d  t h e  l e t t e r  t o  y o u  o n  t h i s  m a t t e r  w a s  t h e  p r e s i d e n t i a l  e l e c t i o n  t h i s  
f a l l ,  c o u p l e d  w i t h  a  l a t e  f r e e z e  u p .  W e  c o u l d n " t  g e t  a c r o s s  t h e  T o l o v a n a  t o  M a n l e y  H o t  
S p r i n g s  ( o u r  n o r m a l  p o l l i n g  p l a c e )  o r  a c r o s s  t h e  u n f r o z e n  l a k e s  a n d  s l o u g h s  t o  
N e n a n a  t o  v o t e  a  q u e s t i o n  b a l l o t  ( I ’m  n o t  s u r e  i f  t h e y  w o u l d  h a v e  l e t  u s  v o t e  t h a t  w a y  
a n y h o w ) .  W e  k n o w  i t  h a s  h a p p e n e d  t o  o u r  n e i g h b o r s  u p  t h e  K a n t i s h n a  i n  t h e  p a s t .

I t  i s  f r u s t r a t i n g  t o  l i s t e n  t o  t h e  e l e c t i o n  r e t u r n s  o n  t h e  r a d i o  k n o w i n g  y o u  w e r e n ’t  a b l e  t o  
p a r t i c i p a t e .  B y  e x t e n d i n g  t h e  s c o p e  o f  t h e  6 0  d a y  o v e r s e a s  a b s e n t e e  b a l l o t  m a n y  
d i s e n f r a n c h i s e d  A l a s k a n s  l i v i n g  i n  t h e  b u s h  w i l l  b e  a b l e  t o  e x e r c i s e  t h e i r  r i g h t  t o  v o t e .

mailto:tolovana@pocketmall.com


A L A S K A  S T A T E  L E G I S L A T U R E

(907) 465-37.32
Toll Free: 1-888-461-3732
Fax (907) 465-2652

E-mail: Scnator_Georgianna_Lincoln@legis.state.ak.us

St.'ite Capitol
Juneau, Alaska 99801-1182

Senator Qeorgianna Lincobi

Budget Subcommittees:
Natural Resources 
Corrections 
Public Safety
Comm unity & Economic Development

Standing Committees:
Resources
Transportation

D1STICT R

A la ip j
A lu n
A ILL ikct
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Big Delta 
Birth Creek 
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Canyt>n Village 
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Chicken 
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Circle 
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Confer Cencer 
C tt Jr;v,i 
Crooked Creek 
Delta (imction 
IU  L ike 
Dty Creek 
Fugle
Eagle Village 
Evansville 
Eon Creel) 
l im  Yukon 
Four M ile Road 
Galena 
C ilm i
CcfCgCt»*U11
Glcntullcn 
Cratling 
Gu [ill 11.1 
Hcalr Like 
Holy Crus*
Hughe*
Hu'ln  
Kaltag 
Kenny Like 
Kovukuk
Like Mm cluimim 
Lime Village 
LtvcngnoJ 
Lev er Kalskag 
Manley I lo t Spring* 
Marshall 
McCarthy 
McGrath 
M n lfn  
Mc:vkltn.i 
Mcnrast.i 
Minio 
N\iK-»na 
N m ia i 
Nikolai 
Nr'fihwiy
NuLuo 
Paw n 
Pilot Station 
Rampart 
ReJ Devil 
Ruby
Kuwait M illion
Shnxhik 
Silver Spring*
SIju i 
Slortmute 
Steven* Village 
Stony Rtvcr 
Tilom .t
la n u n m  
Taiurvt 
Tatitlck 
Ttrlina 
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Tok
Tok'tv i 
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Upper Kahk.ig 
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Vcnetic 
W liitticr 
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M EM O R A N D U M
/

T O :
F M :

R E :

D A T E :

S e n a t o r  G e n e  T h e r r i a u l t ,  C h a i r  
S e n a t o r  G e o r g i a n n a  L i n c o l n

s t a t u s  o f  b y - p a s s  m a i l  s o l u t i o n  

J a n u a r y  2,6, 2 0 0 2

I  w a s  r e c e n t l y  b r i e f e d  b y  m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  m i n o r i t y  w h o  m e t  w i t h  S e n a t o r  S t e v e n s  r e g a r d i n g  th e  
f u t u r e  o f  t h e  b y - p a s s  m a i l  s y s t e m  a n d  th e  o u t l o o k  f o r  r e f o r m .  A t  t h i s  t i m e  t h e r e  a r e  t o o  m a n y  
u n k n o w n s ,  a n d  t h e  f i x  t h a t  S e n a t o r  S t e v e n s  h a s  p r o p o s e d  i s  f a r  f r o m  a  d o n e  d e a l .  D i s t a n c e ,  
t e r r a i n ,  w e a t h e r  a n d  o t h e r  n a t u r a l  c o n d i t i o n s  w i l l  c o n t i n u e  to  h i n d e r  m a i l  d e l i v e r y  t o  r e m o t e  a r e a s  
a n d  p r e v e n t  c o m m i t t e d  c i t i z e n s  f r o m  e x e r c i s i n g  t h e i r  r i g h t  t o  v o t e ,  r e g a r d l e s s  o f  th e  o u t c o m e  o f  
t h e  b y - p a s s  m a i l  d i l e m m a . Jx. V , /

!

pA X T  jioJL-f-S

mailto:Scnator_Georgianna_Lincoln@legis.state.ak.us
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Suite Capitol
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A LA SK A  STATE LEGISLATURE 
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Big Delta
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Canyon Village
Central
C liilky iis ik
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Coldfoot
Copper Center
Cordova
Crooked Ctcck
Delia Junction
Dot Like
Dry Creek
Eagle
Eagle Village 
Evansville 
Fort Cicely 
Fort Yukon 
Four Mile R.vid 
Gakona 
Galena 
George toun 
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Grayling 
Gulkana 
Healy Like 
Holy Ctuu 
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Kalian 
Kenny Like 
Koyukuk
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l.une Village
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Manley Hot Spring*
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McCarthy
McGrath
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Rti1 Man Mission 
Shagvlnk 
Silver Spring*
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Stevens Village 
Stony River 
Tulotna
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Tetlin
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Tokina
Tonsina
Tulukxik
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Upper Kahkag
V il.le :
Vcnctle
W hittier
WiM-m.in

SPONSOR STATEMENT 

Senate Bill 87
An Act providing special absentee ballots for voters in remote areas

S B  8 7  o f f e r s  a  v o t e r  l i v i n g  in  r e m o t e  l o c a t i o n s  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  v o t e  u s i n g  th e  6 0 - d a y  
s p e c i a l  a d v a n c e  a b s e n t e e  b a l l o t .  I n  c u r r e n t  s t a t u t e ,  o n l y  v o t e r s  l i v in g ,  w o r k i n g  o r  
t r a v e l l i n g  o u t s i d e  o f  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  a r e  e l i g i b l e  f o r  a  6 0 - d a y  s p e c i a l  a d v a n c e  a b s e n t e e  
b a l l o t .  H o w e v e r ,  v o t e r s  l i v i n g  in  e x t r e m e l y  r e m o t e  a r e a s  a r e  s o m e t i m e s  d i s e n f r a n c h i s e d  
b y  c o n d i t i o n s  b e y o n d  t h e i r  c o n t r o l .  D i s t a n c e ,  t e r r a i n  a n d  n a t u r a l  c o n d i t i o n s  h a v e  
p r e v e n t e d  v o t e r s  f r o m  r e a c h i n g  th e  p o l l i n g  p l a c e  o r  f r o m  r e c e i v i n g  b y - m a i l  b a l lo t s .  S B  
8 7  w i l l  d r a m a t i c a l l y  i n c r e a s e  th e  w i n d o w  o f  o p p o r t u n i t y  to  v o t e .

T h e  r e c e n t  F l o r i d a  r e c o u n t  i m p r e s s e d  u p o n  u s  t h a t  e v e r y  v o te  c o u n t s .  D o u g  a n d  B e c k y  
B o w e r s ,  w e r e  u n a b l e  t o  v o t e  in  t h e  l a s t  e l e c t i o n  d u e  to  a  l a t e  f r e e z e - u p  w h ic h  k e p t  th e m  
f r o m  c r o s s i n g  t h e  r i v e r  to  t h e i r  p o l l i n g  p l a c e .  L a r r y  a n d  R o s e  C o y  f a c e d  s i m i l a r  
c i r c u m s t a n c e s  o n e  y e a r ,  a n d ,  w e r e  f o r c e d  t o  c h a r t e r  a  p l a n e  a t  g r e a t  e x p e n s e ,  $ 5 2 5 ,  in  
o r d e r  t o  e x e r c i s e  t h e i r  r i g h t  t o  v o te .

V o t i n g  i s  th e  f u n d a m e n t a l  m e t h o d  c i t i z e n s  u t i l i z e  t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  in  o u r  d e m o c r a c y .  T h e  
h e a l t h  o f  o u r  d e m o c r a c y  r e s t s  o n  t h e  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  o f  e v e r y  A l a s k a n .  W h i l e  m a n y  m a y  
t a k e  t h a t  r i g h t  f o r  g r a n t e d ,  t h e r e  a r e  o th e r s ,  l ik e  D o u g  a n d  B e c k y  B o w e r s ,  w h o  l i s t e n  in  
f r u s t r a t i o n  a s  t h e  e l e c t i o n  r e t u r n s  c o m e  in  o v e r  t h e  r a d i o ,  h i n d e r e d  b y  f a c t o r s  b e y o n d  t h e i r  
c o n t r o l  f r o m  m a k i n g  t h e i r  v o t e s  c o u n t .

S i m p l y ,  S B  8 7  a s s i s t s  A l a s k a n  v o t e r s  in  r e m o t e  a r e a s  o f  t h e  s t a t e  to  e x e r c i s e  t h e i r  r i g h t  to  
v o t e .  T h e  D i v i s i o n  o f  E l e c t i o n s  a l r e a d y  d i s t r i b u t e s  th e  6 0 - d a y  s p e c i a l  a d v a n c e d  a b s e n te e  
b a l l o t s ,  a n d  t h i s  l e g i s l a t i o n  w i l l  n o t  b e  d i f f i c u l t  t o  i m p l e m e n t .  I  r e s p e c t f u l l y  r e q u e s t  y o u r  
c o n s i d e r a t i o n  a n d  s u p p o r t  o f  S B  8 7 .

mailto:Scnator_Georgianna_l.iiicoln@legis.state.ak.us
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Takotna
Tunocnnj
Tanana
Taiitlck
Tarlina
T c lk li
Tetlin
Tok
ToImkm
Totnina
Tiilukxik
T/onek
U|*pcr Kahkag
ValJe:
Vcnetic
Whittier
Wm-man

M EM O R A N D U M

TO:

FM:

RE:

DATE:

S e n a t o r  G e n e  T h e r r i a u l t ,  C h a i r  
S e n a t e  S t a t e  A f f a i r s  C o m m i t t e e

S e n a t o r  G e o r g i a n n a  L i n c o l n
\ \  V

C o m m i t t e e  H e a r i n g  f o r  S B  8 7  

J a n u a r y  2 6 ,  2 0 0 2

fH

A t  y o u r  e a r l i e s t  c o n v e n i e n c e  c o u l d  y o u  p l e a s e  s c h e d u l e  S B  8 7  f o r  a  c o m m i t t e e  h e a r i n g  in  th e  
S e n a t e  S t a t e  A f f a i r s  C o m m i t t e e .  A t t a c h e d  y o u  w i l l  f i n d  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  d o c u m e n t s :

AJ>-
i/jWVNV?1 )  S p o n s o r  s t a t e m e n t

2 )  C u r r e n t  v e r s i o n  o f  t h e  b i l l
3 )  F i s c a l  n o t e
4 )  N e w  c o r r e s p o n d e n c e  t h a t  a d d r e s s e s  c o n c e r n s  m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  c o m m i t t e e  e x p r e s s e d  w i th  

t h e  u s e  o f  t h e  w o r d  “ r e a s o n a b l e ” .
5 )  O r i g i n a l  l e t t e r s  o f  s u p p o r t
6 )  M e m o  re :  b y - p a s s  m a i l  s y s t e m

I f  y o u  h a v e  a n y  q u e s t i o n s  p l e a s e  d o  n o t  h e s i t a t e  t o  c o n t a c t  m y  C h i e f  o f  S t a f f ,  S a r a  B o a r i o ,  
w h o  w i l l  b e  w o r k i n g  o n  th i s  l e g i s l a t i o n .

mailto:Senator_Georgianna_LincoIn@legis.state.ak.us
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DIST1CT R

A l.m u
Alcan
All.ik.ikct
Ani.ik
A n v il
Arctic Village
Beaver
Bottle*
Big Delia 
Birch Creek 
RoutvLirv 
Canyum Village 
Central 
Chalky iL«ik 
C hcncp Riv 
Chicken 
C h iinxh iru  
Chit in.i 
ChnathKiluk 
Circle 
G tlJ ltx i 
Copper Center
Cordova
C nxiku l Creek 
Delta Junction 
l\» t Like 
Dry Creek 
Eagle
Eagle Village 
Evansville 
Fort Curly 
Furl Yukon 
Four M ile Road 
Calcutta 
Galena 
Georgetown 
Glcnnallcn 
Grayling 
GulLm.i 
Healy Lake 
I July Cm u 
I lughc* 
iimi li 
Kalin*
Kenny Like 
Knyukuk
Lake Minchumma 
Lime Village 
Livcngood 
Lower K.tl'lag 
M.mlry Hoc Spring* 
M. it 'll . i ll
McCarthy
McGrath
Mcdfnt
Mendelm .1

Mcnt.wa
Mintn
N a k in a
Nenana
Nikolai
Northway
Niil.it**
fttxwm
Pilot Station
Rampart
l ln l  Devil
Ruhy
Uuvian M i won 
Shageluk 
Silver Spring*
SLina
Sleet mute
Steven* Village
Stony River
liikotna
Ta iuaiw i
Taiun.i
Tntitlek
Tmlinu
TrliiLt
Tetlin
Tok
Tokina
Tomina 
Tulukiak 
Tyonck 
U pivr Kahkag 
Valde:
Vcnctic
Whittier
Wiseman

SPONSOR STATEM ENT 

Senate Bill 87
An Act providing special absentee ballots for voters in remote areas

S B  8 7  o f f e r s  a  v o t e r  l i v i n g  i n  r e m o t e  l o c a t i o n s  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  v o te  u s i n g  t h e  6 0 - d a y  
s p e c i a l  a d v a n c e  a b s e n t e e  b a l l o t .  In  c u r r e n t  s t a t u t e ,  o n l y  v o t e r s  l i v in g ,  w o r k i n g  o r  
t r a v e l l i n g  o u t s i d e  o f  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  a r e  e l i g i b l e  f o r  a  6 0 - d a y  s p e c i a l  a d v a n c e  a b s e n t e e  
b a l l o t .  H o w e v e r ,  v o t e r s  l i v i n g  in  e x t r e m e l y  r e m o t e  a r e a s  a r e  s o m e t i m e s  d i s e n f r a n c h i s e d  
b y  c o n d i t i o n s  b e y o n d  t h e i r  c o n t r o l .  D i s t a n c e ,  t e r r a i n  a n d  n a t u r a l  c o n d i t i o n s  h a v e  
p r e v e n t e d  v o t e r s  f r o m  r e a c h i n g  th e  p o l l i n g  p l a c e  o r  f r o m  r e c e i v i n g  b y - m a i l  b a l l o t s .  S B  
8 7  w i l l  d r a m a t i c a l l y  i n c r e a s e  t h e  w i n d o w  o f  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  v o te .

T h e  r e c e n t  F l o r i d a  r e c o u n t  i m p r e s s e d  u p o n  u s  t h a t  e v e r y  v o t e  c o u n t s .  D o u g  a n d  B e c k y  
B o w e r s ,  w e r e  u n a b l e  t o  v o te  i n  th e  l a s t  e l e c t i o n  d u e  to  a  l a t e  f r e e z e - u p  w h i c h  k e p t  t h e m  
f r o m  c r o s s i n g  t h e  r i v e r  t o  t h e i r  p o l l i n g  p l a c e .  L a r r y  a n d  R o s e  C o y  f a c e d  s i m i l a r  
c i r c u m s t a n c e s  o n e  y e a r ,  a n d ,  w e r e  f o r c e d  t o  c h a r t e r  a  p l a n e  a t  g r e a t  e x p e n s e ,  $ 5 2 5 ,  i n  
o r d e r  to  e x e r c i s e  t h e i r  r i g h t  t o  v o te .

V o t i n g  i s  t h e  f u n d a m e n t a l  m e t h o d  c i t i z e n s  u t i l i z e  t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  o u r  d e m o c r a c y .  T h e  
h e a l t h  o f  o u r  d e m o c r a c y  r e s t s  o n  th e  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  o f  e v e r y  A l a s k a n .  W h i l e  m a n y  m a y  
t a k e  t h a t  r i g h t  f o r  g r a n t e d ,  t h e r e  a r e  o t h e r s ,  l i k e  D o u g  a n d  B e c k y  B o w e r s ,  w h o  l i s t e n  in  
f r u s t r a t i o n  a s  t h e  e l e c t i o n  r e t u r n s  c o m e  in  o v e r  t h e  r a d io ,  h i n d e r e d  b y  f a c t o r s  b e y o n d  t h e i r  
c o n t r o l  f r o m  m a k i n g  t h e i r  v o t e s  c o u n t .

S i m p l y ,  S B  8 7  a s s i s t s  A l a s k a n  v o te r s  i n  r e m o t e  a r e a s  o f  t h e  s t a t e  t o  e x e r c i s e  t h e i r  r i g h t  to  
v o te .  T h e  D i v i s i o n  o f  E l e c t i o n s  a l r e a d y  d i s t r i b u t e s  th e  6 0 - d a y  s p e c i a l  a d v a n c e d  a b s e n t e e  
b a l l o t s ,  a n d  t h i s  l e g i s l a t i o n  w i l l  n o t  b e  d i f f i c u l t  t o  i m p l e m e n t .  I  r e s p e c t f u l l y  r e q u e s t  y o u r  
c o n s i d e r a t i o n  a n d  s u p p o r t  o f  S B  8 7 .

mailto:Senator_Georgianna_Lincoln@legis.statc.ak.us
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DISTICT R

Alarna 
Alcan 
A ll u.il.ct 
Antal 
Anvik
Arctic Village 
Beaver 
Bel tic*
Rig Delta 
Birch Cteck 
Boundary 
Canyon Village 
Central 
Chalkyittik 
ChcntiM Biiy 
Chicken 
Chiitnchina 
G utina 
CJiu.ithhiluk 
Circle 
CbUfoor 
Copper Center 
G vJovj 
Crooked Creek 
l\ ! t a  Junction 
Pot Like 
Dry Creek 
LkI'
Eagle Village 
Evansville 
Fi>n Crccly 
F»»rt Yukon 
Four M ile  Rood
Gjktrna
Galena
Georgetown
Glennallen
Grayling
GulLina
Hcaly Lake
Holy Cn*»
I lughc*
Huslia 
Kaltag 
Kenny Like 
Ktnukuk
Like Minchittnin .1

Lime Village
LivengooJ
Lower Kahk.ig
M.tnley Hot Spring*
Manhall
McCarthy
McGrath
Mcdtra
Mrndcltna
Mcntana
Minto
Naheiiu
N’cruna
Nikolai
Northway
NuLro
raxH*n
Fi!«*t Station
Rampart
Rctl Devil
R u k
Ri "tan M l "  ion 
Slugeluk 
Silver Spring*
Statu
Slccnnutc
Steven* Village
Stony River
Talotna
T in x to u
Tanana
T.itnlck
T.uliru
TeliJa
Tctlin
T.k
ToImxu

TonMai
TuluUik
Tyonck
Upper Kahkag 
Vaklc:
Vcnetie
Whittier
W iKtiun

M EM O R A N D U M

T O :  S e n a ^ i i ^ G c r i e T T i e r r i a u l t ,  C h a i r
e n a t e  S t a t e  A f f a i r s  C o m m i t t e e

F M :

R E :

D A T E :

S e n a t o r  G e o r g i a n n a  L i n c o l n  

C o m m i t t e e  H e a r i n g  f o r  S B  8 7  

M a r c h  1 2 , 2 0 0 1

r l
A t  y o u r  e a r l i e s t  c o n v e n i e n c e  c o u l d  y o u  p l e a s e  s c h e d u l e  S B  8 7  f o r  a  c o m m i t t e e  h e a r i n g  in  t h e  
S e n a t e  S t a t e  A f f a i r s  C o m m i t t e e .  A t t a c h e d  y o u  w i l l  f i n d  m y  s p o n s o r  s t a t e m e n t  e x p l a i n i n g  th e  
p u r p o s e  o f  t h i s  b i l l .  I f  y o u  h a v e  a n y  q u e s t i o n s  p l e a s e  d o  n o t  h e s i t a t e  t o  c o n t a c t  m y  s t a f f ,  S a r a  
B o a r i o ,  w h o  w i l l  b e  w o r k i n g  o n  th i s  l e g i s l a t i o n .

J  ‘

I .
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