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Sponsor Statement For HJR 50
A Resolution

“Supporting the participation of Taiwan in the annual summit of the
World Health Assembly.

Direct participation in international health cooperation forums and programs is crucial for
all parts of the world, especially with today’s greater potential for the cross-border spread
ofvarious infectious diseases.

The United States House of Representatives passed a resolution in December 2001,
urging states to push for Taiwan’s participation in the World Health Assembly’s annual

conference.

Taiwan has made substantial achievements in the field of public health while
demonstrating a willingness to provide technical and financial assistance to international
aid and health activities supported by the World Health Order (WHO). During the last
seven years, Taiwan has contributed $100 million to 78 countries. A WHO membership
Is vital to Taiwan in order to gain access to the latest information on epidemics and
diseases. While Taiwan has been able to indirectly acquire health information, it is often
a case of “too little, too late.”.

Taiwan can play a more active role in the international community by assisting other
nations in developing health programs and cooperate to fulfill the WHO goal of
promoting the health of mankind and a better future of the world.

Through continued communication and collaboration, participation in the WHO could
bring many benefits to the state of health not only in Taiwan but also regionally and

globally.
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IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES

December 20 (legislative day, December 18), 2001
Received; read twee and referred to the Committee on Foreign Relations

March 19, 2002
Reported by Mr. Biden, without amendment

AN ACT

To amend Public Law 107-10 to authorize a United States
plan to endorse and obtain observer status for Taiwan
at the annual summit of the World Health Assembly
In May 2002 in Geneva, Switzerland, and for other pur-

[POSES.
! Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-
2 tives of the United States ofAmerica in Congress assembled,
3 SECTION 1. AMENDMENTS TO PUBLIC LAW 107-10.
4 () Finaings—Section 1(a) of Public Law 107-10
5 (115 Stat. 17) is amended by adding at the end the fol-

6 lowing:
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“(12) On May 11, 2001, President Bush stated
in his letter to Senator Murkowski that the United
States ‘should find opportunities for Taiwan’s voice
to be heard in international organizations in order to
make a contribution, even if membership is not pos-
sible’, further stating that his Administration ‘has
focused on finding concrete ways for Taiwan to ben-
efit and contribute to the WHO.".

“(13) On May 16, 2001, as part of the United
States delegation to the World Health Assembly
meeting in Geneva, Switzerland, Secretary of Health
and Human Sendees Tommy Thompson announced
to the American International Club the Administra-
tion’s support of Taiwan’s participation in the activi-
ties of the WHO.”.

(b) Plan.—Section 1(b)(1) of Public Law 107-10

17 (115 Stat. 17) is amended by striking “May 2001 and
18 inserting “May 2002”.

Passed the House of Representatives December 19,

2001.

Attest: JEFF TRANDAHL,
Clerk.
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AN ACT

Concerning' the participation of Taiwan in the World Health
Organization.

1 Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-
2 tives ofthe United States ofAmerica in Congress assembled.,



2
SECTION 1. CONCERNING THE PARTICIPATION OF TAIWAN

IN THE WORLD HEALTH ORGANIZATION
(WHO).
() rivoives—The Congress makes the following
findings:

(1) Good health is a basic right for every citizen
of the world and access to the highest standards of
health information and services is necessaly to help
guarantee this right.

(2) Direct and unobstructed participation in

1 International health cooperation forums and pro-
12 grams is therefore crucial for all parts of the world,

13 especially with today's greater potential for the
14 cross-border spread of various Infectious diseases
15 suchasAlIDS.

16 (3) Taiwan's population of 23,500,000 people is
17 larger than that of % of the member states already
18 inthe World Health Organization (WHO).

19 (4) Taiwan's achievements in the field of health
20 are substantial, including one of the highest life ex-
2l peetancy levels in Asia, maternal and infant mor-
22 ftality rates comparable to those of westem countries,
23 the eradication of such infectious diseases as chol-
24 era, smallpox, and the plague, and the first to be rid
25 of polio and to provide children with free hepatitis

26 B vaccinations.
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(5) The United States Centers for Disease Con-

trol and its Taiwan counterpart agencies have en-
joyed close collaboration on a wide range of public
health issues.

(6) In recent years Taiwan has expressed a will-

ingness to assist financially and technically in inter-
national aid and health activities supported by the
WHO.
(7) On January 14, 2001, an earthquake, reg-
istering between 7.6 and 7.9 on the Richter scale,
struck EI Salvador. In response, the Taiwanese gov-
eminent sent 2 rescue teams, consisting of 90 indi-
viduals specializing in firefighting, medicine, and
civil engineering. The Taiwanese Ministry of Foreign
Affairs also donated $200,000 in relief aid to the
Salvadoran Government.

(8) The World Health Assembly has allowed ob-
servers to participate in the activities of the organi-
zation, including the Palestine Liberation Organiza-
tion in 1974, the Order of Malta, and the Holy See
in the early 1950s.

(9) The United States, in the 1994 Taiwan Pol-
icy Review, declared its intention to support Tai-
wan’s participation in appropriate international or-

ganizations.

*HR 428 EH



(10) Public Law 106-137 required the Sec-
retary of State to submit a report to the Congress
on efforts by the executive branch to support Tai-
wan’s participation in international organizations, in
particular the WHO.

(11) In light of all the benefits that Taiwan’s
participation in the WHO can bring to the state of
health not only in Taiwan, but also regionally and
globally, Taiwan and its 23,500,000 people should
have appropriate and meaningful participation in the
WHO.

12 (b) Plan.—The Secretary of State shall initiate a

13 United States plan to endorse and obtain observer status

14 for Taiwan at the annual week-long summitof the World
15 Health Assemblyin May 2001 in Geneva, Switzerland,

16 and shall instruct the United States delegation to Geneva
17 to implement that  plan.

18 (c) Report—Not later than 14 days after the date

19 of the enactment of this Act, the Secretary of State shall
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submit a written report to the Congress in unclassified

form containing the plan required under subsection (b).
Passed the House of Representatives April 24, 2001.
Attest:

Clerk.
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Iftrodnced by Senator Leventlj® fy fIA ifi

TO EXPRESS THE BELIEF OF THE MEMBERS OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF T
STATE OF SOUTH CA RO INA EAT THE REPUBLIC OF CHINA (TAIWAN) SHOULD B
PERMITTED O PARTICIPATE IN A mt.antncstji. akv ajpfhoprzate way IN tee
WORLD HEALTH ORGANIZATION-

IN THE SENATE
ordered
T ygft A8- 2002 ADOPTED,
gy
Corsicered
Camé&rftd SENTTO INS HOUSE
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WE HOUSE
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OyHwl
Coeddered
G1V\T<Scitaj ikLi
CaniVmd CONCURRED WAS AVENDED
ud RETURNED TO SWATS
By Or er of the House
WTKPSEKATB.

B ac Anadibcrtj IgQr<ci to £(Ufe kxJ kccerdUjJjr
Censiireal NHoa*t P%LCEIVHJAS KpQR

Docvracrrt No.: L:SCOUNCLL\SILLS\G™:\2IDiKj™Mt>t)3TeOON



Whereas, the United States Ce&toi fa Disease Control and
Prevention and its Taiwanese counterpart have enjoyed dose
collaboration on awide range o f pufeJJcbialth issues; and

Whereon, in recent years the Republic of China (HOC) has
expressed a wilingness to arsist financially and technically
* intemntioQal aid and health activities supported by the WKO; and

Whereas, ROC's population o f twenty-three million is larger than
' that of«Y coty-fiY C percent of the WHO member states; and

Whereas, the World Health Assembly has allowed observers W
participate in the activies of the organintjoo, including the
Palestine Liberation O jganiiition in 1974, the Order of Malta, and

*the Holy Set b the tariy 1950's and;

Whereas, the United States, in (he 1994 Taiwan Policy review,
declared its intention to support Taiwan's pardcipatoa in
appropri ate international crgxuizaD'oju; and

Whereas, the Stale of South Carolina and Taiwan Lavt maintained
afriendly and fruitful sister-cute relationship since 1931; and

Whereas, Taiwan's participation in the WHO could bring many
benefits to the state of health not ocly m Taiwan, but also
regionally and 2lobaUy. Mow. therefor®.

Be it resolved by the Senate, the House of Representatives
concurring-.

That the numbers of the General Assembly express their belief
that the Republic of China Cfa*wm) should be permitted to
participate in a meaningful and appropriate way in the World
Health Organization.

Be it further resolved that a copy of this resolution be forwarded to
the World Health Organization.
XX —
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House Rcralst'ch 1121
By; Representative Murphy of the 18"

ARESOLUTION

Ny Commencing the Rgoubllc of China fcatlateral ond csnfnfruiiwu to promote
woril henlfc rad far ether purposes.

_ WHEREAS, ﬁocd health b cnraiiaJ to every dtizen of&c -world ted access W'
the highest standards of health information find services u necessary to Itaprovt pruHic m

health; and

_ WHEREAg. the World Health Organization (WHO) sexforth b the first chapter
ofio charterthe objective of anafalng the highest possible Icyd ofbolfli for all people; and

~ WHEREAS, the Reﬁublic of China's lehievemcaO in the £«Jd of health ex
substantial, for-fading eme of the highest Ufa expectancy levels b Asia, maternal and infant
mortality rates comparable those ofwotcco ccunfciea, the eradication of sueh infectious
cUscura as cholera, smallpox, sod the plague, end the first cberadicate polio and provide

children with hepatitis B vaccinations; rad

_ WHEREAS, the United States Centers for Discos# Cnutrol and Prrvection and
ha Taiwanese conntap&st have cgjcycd close collaboration oa awide range ofpublic health

luucs; Uad

WHEREAS, inrecent yean the Republic of China has expressed a wfflinquoa
and tecfaii’calty In igfernJtHimEl heahh aetivttiga rupported by fee WHO;

tom fa
rad
prograns e R R L AT M M EACPR
.health.
NOW. THEREFORE™ BE IT RESOLVED- BY THE -HOUSE—QE
REPRESENTATIVES that the efiora of the Republic of China (on Taiwan) b support of
world health arc commended rad best wishes are e ¢ ended for its appropriate participation

b the World Health Orgtniatian.

BE IT riJRIKERRE™QLVED flat the OaV of the House of Rejroentativo

is authorized rad directed to transmit an appropriate copg of this resohtfica to Maggie Ties,
Director General of the Taipb Economic rad Cultural OfSoc m Atlanta.

IEQ.ua
Rezﬂ3 andQA&Io ted
February 1d, 2002

Robert E. Riven, Jr.
Clerk
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ARESOLUTION

_ Cffismen&cg the Republic of China oa io cogtpbudapg to presume world sad
la ether purpose* :

_ WHEREAS, geed With is rncadal te every dean of the world m4 sscas to Qo
highest standards ofhrdth information Ed'taviees h nstaary toimprove  Witty tad

WHEREAS, the World Health Orgaciahoa FWHO) tex forth in thi first of its
charur the o"jesdvr ofsaining the highc: possihk level of With for all pcopl*; aad

_ WHEREAS, the Republic of Chin*atdirvtnmh iathe field nfholtb eraaobssamial,
Including esc of the tdghed life cspexrtcxy icvda is, AW, antes*] sod infant mortality ratra
cturparatie to thus* of westm countries, the eradication cf Jsii infections diseases 33 thofat.
tmal|jw,, jmd the plague, tod the first to cadiQICpcllo and provide chDd.no with hspantb B

yyytath™ An

_ WHEREAS, tt* Unhrd SioCes Cagsc for Disease Cansol jusd hwaotioa sad id
Taiwanese ocouatcrpart have enjoyed dose collahoadon onawidi M gt cfpuhhe bcahhissao; end

_ WHEREAS, Is recentyean the Republic ¢f Qd> hes expressed %uvgglisgarato aBut
fitnmUy and technically in intenjxn'cnal health activities supported by the t

_ V\(IJ—I REAS, dIng, unchgruccd parddpsdoo in Immiirlftr.il heafah fanSar ted
programs ia enaed) to limit ths iptul ot various Inlett-jus diaosq ed achieve world health,

. NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVES BY THE SENATE that the cObto Pf th»
Republic of China in support ofwedd health a.t crmmraded tad best wishes arc crtnadrd for I1a

»pgropnato partsap”doo id the World Health Oigszazatton.

_ GE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Secretary of the Scat* is aathorizrd sad
directed to transmita appreciate. copy of this roohKoflt to Miggit Tiers, Direrter Geacral oftha
Taipd Eccpocoic and Cultural Gffica' Is Adana.

Seeite RoaludcB_696
By: Senator Scsn of the*Kth

Adopted Setae Fchmy 2d,

SEERETIRNOH Tt e <6 >
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Taipei Economic and Cultural Office in Seattle

2001 Sixth Avenue. Suite 2410
Seattle, Washington 98121
Tel :(206)441-4586 Fax :(206)441-4320

April 16, 2002

The Hon. Lesil L. McGuire
Chair
House Special Committee on

Economic Development, Trade and Tourism
Alaska State Legislature
State Capitol Building, Room 418
Juneau, AK 99801-1182

Dear Representative McGuire:

Thankyou so muchforyour warm message on my request ofa House
Resolution supportingfor Taiwans WHO bid. 1am vety glad to learn
that your esteemed Committee will offer this Resolution to us, especially
since 1know how busyyou are this time ofyears session.  On behalfof
my government, 1 would like to lake this opportunity to express our deep
appreciation toyouforyour strong support in this matter.

1am sure that Taiwan canplay a more active role in the international
community by assisting other nations in developin? a variety of health
programs and cooperate with all nations to fulfill the WHO goal of
promoting the health of mankind and a betterfuture ofthe world.  Once
Taiwan becomes a member of the WHO, not only can the citizens of
Taiwan benefitfrom thefirst-hand information on epidemics and diseases,
but other WHO members will benefit from Taiwan’s sustained

contribution.

Again, thank youfor your great support. 1 am looking forward to
calling uponyou in the nearfuture.

With best wishes,
Sincerely yours,
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Taipei Economic and Cultural Office in Seattle

2001 Sixth Avenue, Suite 2410
Seattle, Washington 98121
Tel :(206)441-4586 Fax : (206) 441-4320

March 28, 2002

The Honorable Brian Porter
Speaker of the House

State of Alaska

716 W. 4th Suite 300
Anchorage, AK 99501-2133

Dear Speaker Porter:

1 am writing to solicit your support for Taiwan’s participation in the
annual summit of the World Health Assembly (WHA), the- highest
decision-making body of the World Health Organlzatlon (WHO), in May
2002 in Geneva, Switzerland. - e

Taiwan has made substantial achievements in the field of public health
and has demonstrated a willingness to provide technical and financial
assistance to international aid and health activities supported by the WHO.
During the last seven years, Taiwan has contributed $100 million to 78
countries. A WHO membership is vital to Taiwan since it will gain access
to the latest information on epidemics and diseases. While Taiwan has
been able to indirectly acquire health information, it is often a case of
“too little, too late.” For instance, the deaths of those 80 children in
Taiwan in 1998 might have been prevented with early-warning reports.
To prevent such a tragedy from ever recurring, Taiwan would like to
participate in the WHO, even only as an observer.

To echo Taiwan’s bid for observer status at the WHA, US House of
Representatives passed a bill, H.R. 2739, in December 2001 urging the
US to push for Taiwan’s participation in the coming WHA annual
conference in May 2002. A bill, identical to the one adopted by the House,
was unanimously passed by the U.S. Senate on March 19, 2002.
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Taipei Economic and Cultural Office in Seattle

2001 Sixth Avenue, Suite 2410
Seattle, Washington 98121
Tel :(206) 441- 4586 Fax:(206) 441-4320

Indeed, support for Taiwan’s participation in the WHO is fairly strong in
the United States. For instance, the Nevada State Legislature, South
Carolina State Legislature and Georgia State House of Representatives
have already passed resolutions supporting for Taiwan’s WHO bid.
Considering the fact that the state of Alaska and Taiwan are enjoying an
amicable and beneficial relationship, 1 hereby respectfully urge you to
show your support for Taiwan’s participation in the upcoming WHA
annual conference by passing a resolution. If you think there is no
possibility to propose a resolution for now. | hope you can write letters to
President Bush, Secretary of State Colin Powell and Secretary of Health
and Human Services Tommy Thompson to push for Taiwan’s bid,
preferably with endorsement by your colleagues.

Enclosed please find the bill H.R. 2739 and the resolutions passed by
Nevada, South Carolina and Georgia State Legislature for your reference.
Please do not hesitate to contact me if you have any questions. Thank you
for your great support. I look forward to hearing from you.

With best regards,

Sincerely yours,



