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LESSME IER & WINTERS

ATTORNEYS AT LAW

Vintage Business Park

3000 Vintage Boulevard, Suite 100
Phone; (907) 796-4999 Fax: (907) 796-4998

TELEFAX TRANSMITTAL SHEET

Date: April 18,2002 Re:  House Bill 53 Support letter
To: David Guttenberg Telefax No: 465 3519

From: Sheldon E. Winters Our File No: 0015-006

Number ofpages transmitted (including cover sheet): 2
Message:
David:

In case either I or my partner is unable to make the hearing this afternoon, enclosed
is a letter of support. | hope this suffices. | will do my bestto have one of us there if at all

possible.

Sheldon E. Winters

CONFfDF.NTTAT.ITY NOTICE

This facsimile transmission and the documents accompanying it may contain confidential information belonging cothe
sender which is protected by the attomey-client privilege or other grounds for confidentiality or non-disclosure. The
information is intended only for the use of the individuals) named above. 1fyou are not the intended recipient, you
are hereby notified that any disclosure, copying, distributing, or the taking ofaction in Teliance on the contents of this
information is strictly prohibited. Ifyou have received this transmission in error, please immediately notify us by

telephone to arrange forreturn of the documents.

If there are any problems with this transmission,
please call (907) 796-4999.
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SHELDON E. WINTERS

Juneau, Alaska 99801

Via Telefax and Mail
April 18, 2002

Representative John Davies
State Capital Room 415
Juneau, Alaska 99801

Re: HouseBiill 53

Dear Representative Davies:

| am a lobbyist for State Farm Insurance Companies. State Farm strongly supports
HB 53. State Farm has worked hand in hand with various seismic safety commissions
throu&houtthe country and have found themto be invaluable in protecting the public interest.
The Alaska Seismic Hazards Safety Commission is long overdue. State Farm also
appreciates the inclusion of an insurance industry representative on the commission. The
insurance industry not only has expertise on insurance issues, the insurance industry has been
heavily involved in seismic safety issues and has a readily-established network ofexperts and

consultants available that could be of assistance to the Commission.
Sincerely,
LESSMEIER & WINTERS

Sheldon E. Winters
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ALASKA STATE
SEISMOLOGIST

GEOPHYSICAL INSIrTJTE
UNIVERSITY OF ALASKA

Fairbanks, Alaska 69775-0800
Voice: (907)474-5533

FAX: (907) 474-5618

MEMO: (April 21,1998

TO; Rep. John Davies
FROM:  Dr.Roger A Hansen
RE: Seismic Hazards Safety Commission

CC:

| would like to express my strong sugport for House Bill 408, "An Act
establishing the Alaska Seismic Hazards Safety Commission.” Because our
urban areas are expanding, and because we know that measures can be taken to
reduce casualties and economic losses from the next large earthquake in
Alaska, it is important that we improve our mitigation efforts. Establishing an
Alaska seismic hazards safety commission is an important first step in coordi-
nating state and local efforts in this area.

Alaska spans 4,800 km of the seismically active boundary between the
oceanic Pacific and continental North American plates and is one of the
world's most active regions of earthquake activity associated with subduction
and volcanism. Nearly the entire state is seismically active. The greatest con-
centration of earthquakes is along the Pacific margin where the Pacific plate is
being subducted beneath southern Alaska and the Aleutian Islands. The histor-
ical record indicates that maqnitude 7 and Iar?er shocks are about three times
more frequent in southern Alaska than in California. Three of the six largest
earthquakes in the world this century originated in Alaska on the boundary
between die Pacific and North American plates. In 1964, the eastern end of the
Aleutian subduction zone spawned the moment magnitude (Mw{] 9.2 Prince
William Sound earthquake, the second largest earthquake of this century.
Alaska’s other two great earthquakes occurred in the central and western parts
of the Aleutians Islands ~ the 1957 Mw 8.6 Andreanof-Fox Islands earthquake
and the 1965 Mw 8.7 Rat Islands earthquake. The seismicity of Alaska stems
primarily from the interaction of the Pacific and North American plates. The
northwestward motion of the Pacific plate relative to the North American plate
Is accommodated by faulting in southeast Alaska on the Queen Charlotte-Fair-
weather fault system (similar to the San Andreas fault), and by underthrusting
and subduction of the Pacific plate along the Aleutian megathrust, which crops
out on the seafloor at the Aleutian trench. The seismicity related to various tec-
tonic elements can be divided into five distinct source zones as follows: 1)
Plate-boundary earthquakes along the interface between the Pacific plate and
the North American plate; 2) subsea earthquakes within the Pacific plate
beneath or seaward of the trench; 3) Wadati-Benioff Zone earthquakes within
the subducted part of the Pacific plate landward of the trench; 4) North Ameri-
can plate earthquakes; and 5) volcanic-axis earthquakes within the North
American plate along the axis of active volcanoes. _

Within the seismology lab at the University of Alaska Fairbanks, Geo-
physical Institute, there is a 9trong seismology program with elements of earth-
quake and volcano monitoring, real-time processing and notification of seismic
events, parﬂmﬁatlon in a Federal/State tsunami hazard mitigation initiative,
interaction with the engineering community, public and community outreach to
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K-12 school programs, state fairs, and public lectures, and research into a

variety of seismology and earthquake hazard related subjects: i.e, earth-

quake prediction, tectonic systems, seismic energy propagation in comﬁlex

environments like Alaska, energy attenuation from strong earthquake shak-

ibn , and structural studies into the reasons for mountain building and fault
ehavior.

| bring up these issues as a way to speak strongly in favor of the for-
mation of a seismic safety commission. | see such a board as a positive
extension to the scientific and technological aspects of the seismology lab
currently under way. It would be very complimentary to have a body who
can take the results of the many and varied investigations into seismology
in Alaska and translate the basic information into a coordinated effort
between the scientists, the engineering community, the building industry,
and such state agencies as DOT, ADDGS, and ADES. There is clearly a
need for such integration into proper land use and building codes for the
very potentially dangerous areas throughout Alaska. Within the tsunami
program mentioned above, we have taken the position that a small amount
of mitigation effort up front, has the potential far huge savings of botl lives
and economic loss in the event of a large earthquake. When (not whether)
the next tsunamigenic earthquake strikes in the Aleutians, thousands of
lives would be at risk in Sand Point, Akutan City, and Dutch Harbor. Since
these communities are some of the largest fishing ports in the entire coun-
try, hundreds of millions of dollars of fishing industry infrastructure would
be damaged or destroyed. A like situation exists within our largest cities in
Alaska where we have known significant potential for destructive earth-
quakes, yet no strong framework for mitigating the hazards ahead of time.

It is time for Alaska to take steps toward reducing future earthquake
losses. We can begin by passing HB 408.

Phone: 907 474-5533
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rp TONY KNOWLES, GOVERNOR

r n\ i f gy |6iA¥E . $IATEASO
phone (907) A5’ -ECZOﬁc‘%
DEI»\RTMKM OF M ATIRAL RESOIRCES pax (SC7j AS1-5CI0
DIVISION OF GEOLOGICAL A GEOPHYSICAL SURVEYS C GEOLOGIC MATERIALS CENTER
March 16, 1998 EAGLE RIVER. ALASKA 39377.2505

PHONE: (907) 635-0079
PAX (0071 636-0078

Rep. John Davies
State Capitol, Room 422
Juneau, AK 99801-1182

Dear Rep. Davies:

| would like to express my strong support for House Bill 408, “An Act establishing the Alaska
Seismic Hazards Safety Commission.” Seismic activity in Alaska is among the highest in the wor J.
and it is only a matter oftime before another potentially destructive earthquake will strike one of our
urban areas. Because these urban areas are expanding, and because we know that measures can be
taken before an event to reduce casualties and economic losses, it is important that we improve our
mitigation efforts. Establishin? an Alaska seismic hazards safety commission is an important first step
in coordinating state and local efforts in this area.

Much progress has been made in Alaska toward improving emergency-response planning, through the
state Disaster Act and local preparedness exercises. However, less progress is evident in pre-disaster
efforts to prevent losses and thereby reduce emergency-response needs. Such loss reduction can
occur, for example, through more rigorous design and construction standards in areas more subHect tc
earthquake damage. Although we cannot predict when and where the next large earthquake wil
occur, we can identify areas that will be most severely affected, and we can plan development
accordingly. A seismic safety commission will help coordinate state and local efforts toward achieving
these loss-reduction goals.

The California Seismic Safety Commission evolved from state advisory ?roups that weere established
asaresult of Alaska’s 1964 earthquake. This commission has been highly successful in initiating
programs that have proven effective in reducing losses from numerous recent earthquakes. One recent
article states that ifthere had been no seismic design standards in place prior to the 1994 Northridge
earthquake, economic losses would have been 60% greater. The analysis further states that if today’s
standards had been strictly followed, losses would have been further reduced by 40%. Considering
that the cost of complying with these standards is less than 5% of construction cost, implementing
such loss-reduction measures is clearly worthwhile. Now that 34 years have passed since our last
destructive earthquake, and hefore development expands further, itis time for Alaska to take similar
steps toward reducing future earthquake losses. We can begin by passing HB 408.

Sincerely,

Rodney A. Combellick, Chief
Engineering Geology Section
Phone: 907-451-5007

Email: jrod@dnr.state.ak.us

DGG/N Intemetsite:  hittp:z/Awmncoop-<liir.state._ak.us
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April 16,1998

The Honorable Gene Therriault
Alaska State Legislature

State Capitol, Room 511
Juneau, AK 99801

Dear Representative Therxiault:

Representative Davies’ recently-proposed legislation, HB 408, "An Act establishing the
Alaska Seismic Hazards Safety Commission™ has come at a good time to position Alaska
with respect to federal disaster insurance legislation currently being drafted in Congress.
While no one can predict the final form of legislation that w-ill emerge from Washington,
there is a growing resistance in Congress to federally fund recovery from disasters that
might have been avoided or mitigated. This may take the form of requiring states to have
seismic hazard mitigation policies or reviews of some kind in place in order to participate
in federal seismic disaster recovery programs.

Alaska has long acknowledged the need for having contingency plans in place for
responding to hazardous earthquakes, however, less policy attention has be given to
systematic seismic hazard mitigation programs. A seismic hazards safety commission
acting in coordination with Alaska's Emergency Response Commission would provide a
pre-event mitigation overview now lacking in the state's efforts to protect its citizens from
seismic risks.

| enclose a previous letter to Representative Davies in regard to HB 408.1believe this is
good legislation for the people of Alaska.

Sincerely,

Milton A. Wiltse
Stale Geologist and Director

cc:  Representative John Davies
Marty Rutherford, Deputy Commissioner



JOHN C LAHR

Representative John Davies
Alaska State Legislature
State Capitol, Room 422
Juneau, AK 99801-1182

Dear John,

1am writing to lend my support to your effort to establish an Alaskan Seismic Hazards
Safety Commission. Given that Alaska is the most seismically active state in the US and
that many areas are growing rapidly or being developed for resources that are critically
needed by the entire nation, it is important that the State makes every effort to mitigate the
effects of future earthquakes. The ASHSC could ﬂlay an important role in focusing and
coordinating private, state, and federal efforts on the most critical areas.

| certainly hope you are successful in establishing this commission.
John C. Lahr

John C. and Jan H. Lahr
john-jan@lahr.org

914 10th Street

Golden, Colorado 80401
(303) 215-9913
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| Creating a Seismic Safety Advisory Board
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Alaska Natural Hazards Safety Commission _i2L.HS« S3
Arizona Council for Earthquake SAfELY ...........urrerriiriinsssssss s sssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssnns 55
Arkansas Governor's Earthquake AQVISOrY COUNCIL............crierrimreiniississssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssnes 65
California Seismic Safety COMMISSION..........ivvrrrirrisssisses s s 69
Colorado Natural Hazards Mitigation COUNCIL............cueuvirmrimrinnrinsinssiessssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssens 8l
Delaware Earthquake AQVISOrY GIOUD...........veerrrermmrrermeresnesssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssessssssssees 91
Guam Seismic AAVISOTY COUNCIL.........crvrrrrririnrrinrisss s 95
Hawaii State Earthquake Advisory Board.............ocevvermnniinsniinssinnssineninns 101
[llinois Earthquake Program AdViSOry COMMILLEE...........cuwrvvrmmrirmmrernnsessesssssssssssssssssssssssssssssns 107
Massachusetts Seismic AdVISOry COMMILEEE oo s sssssnees [
Missouri SeiSmiIC Safety COMMISSION.........currrerrrerirrerersernnrsess sesssesssssss s s sss s ssssssssssssss 115
Montana Earthquake Program Advisory Board............ccc.eeereennne. Levevereseessesss s s s e 127
Nevada Earthquake Safety COUNCIL...........ccoovvvemmrreeinnriernnnienns 129
New Mexico Seismic Safety AAVISOrY COUNCIL. ..o sssssssssssssssss s 137
New York State Technical AdVISOry COMMITLEE.........ccvveriimrineriinsisssssssiss s ssssssssssssssssssssssssssssees 141
Oregon Seismic Safety Policy AQVISOrY COMMISSION..........uurrermmrrermerssmmrsssmessssnsssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssessssenes 143
Puerto Rico Earthquake Safety COUNCIL............rvrirriirisrisssssssssssssssssssssssssssssesssssssssssssssssnsssens 155
American Samoa Hurricane and Seismic AQVISOrY COUNCIL ........civrrivinrinninsssssesessssesesssssssnens 159
South Carolina Earthquake EQUCALION CENEE ... ssssssssssssssssssssssssens 163
Utah Seismic Safety COMMISSION.........crrermrrermrrersnsressnsssssnssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssss sessssssssssssessssssssssssnsssens 169
Vermont SEISMIC AGVISOTY GIOUD........vvuurviirriesiissiissssssssssesssssssssesssssssssssssssssssssess sesssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssans 17
Virgin Islands Natural Hazard Safety Board 181"
Washington Stats Emergency Management Council—Seismic Safety SUbCOMMILEEE..........ccccorrveriveeriirriiiennnns 185

Saipan Seismic Advisory Council — Northern Mariana Islands (without information herein)

This directory was prepared for the December 3*5,1996
National Seismic Safety Advisory Boards Wotkshop
held in Los Angeles, California.
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Appendix |

Existing Seismic Safety Advisory Boards

Arizona

Arizona Council for Earthquake Safety

Arizana Department of Emergency and
Military Affairs _

Division of Emer?ency Services

5636 E. McDowell Rd:

Phoenix, AZ 85008

Phone: g 02% 231-6238

Fax: (602) 231-6231

Arkansas

Arkansas Earthquake Advisory Council
Arkansas Office of Emergency Services

0. Box

Conwa%/ AR 72032-0758
901) 29-5601

ax: '(501) 327-8047

California
Seismic Safety Commission
1900 K St., Ste. 100
Sacramento, CA 95814
&916) 322-4917
ax: (916) 322-9476

Central United States Earthquake
Consortium (CU5EC)

Central United States Earthquake
Consortium
2630 E. Holmes Rd.
Memphis, TN 38118
&901) 345-0932
ax: (901) 345-0998

Hawali

Hawaii State Earthquake Advisory Board
Office of the Director of Civil Detense
3949 Diamond Head Road

Honolulu IéiiAG 5196816-4495

(805 734-
ax: (808) 737-4150

Illinois

llinois Earthquake Advisory Board
[llinois Emergency Services & Disaster

A%ency

110 East Adams St.
Springfield, [L62706
(217) 782-4448

Indiana

Indiana Seismic Safety Advisory Board
Indiana State Emergency Mandgement

Agency _
INgovt CIR S/302 W. Washington St.

208
Indlanagpolls IN 46204
&317)2 2-3986
AX(317) 232-3895

Kentucky

Governor's Earthquake Hazards & Safety
Technical Advisory Panel

Kentucky Division of Div. of Disaster &
Emergency Services

EOC Bui dwé;, Boone Center

Frankfort, KE 40506

(502) 564-8611

Mississippi
Mississippi Seismic Advisory Panel
Mississippl Emergency Management
e

Aancy _
P.O. Box'4501, Fondren Station
Jackson, MS 39216

(601) 352-9100

Missouri

Milgsourli Earthquake Hazard Mitigation
ane

Missouri Emergency Management Agencv
P.O. Box 116

Jefferson Ci%, MO 65102
914) 751-9779
AX'(314) 634-7966

Nevada

Nevada Seismic Safety Council
Division of Emergency Management
Capitol Complex

2525 South Carson St.

Carson Ci 24l\év 89710

'QOZ) 687-

ax: (702) 687-6788

New England States Earthquake
Consortium (NESEC)

New England States Earthquake
ConsOrtium

501 Islington St

Portsmouth, NH 03801

'2603 430-9876

ax: (603) 430-9875



Charleston, SC 29401
Oregon _ _ (803) 797-4208
Oregon Seismic Safety Policy Advisory
ommittee Tennessee
595 Cottage St., NE Tennessee Seismic Safety Advisory Panel
Salem, OR97310 Tennessee Emergency Management
I(=503) 378-2903 Agency
ax; (503) 588-1378 %’&rl]lnessisde(?oE[%C
Puerto Rico _ Nashville, TN 37204-1502
Comlsion de Seguridad Contra (615) 252-3311
Terremotos _
Pda. 3 1/2 Ave, Munoz Rivera Utah
Pta. de Tierra ABartado Correo 5887 Utah Earthquake Advisory Board
8861619J)ua7n 2P§70§)4 06 lYJ(g]évVe\;Séty gf Utah SBeiamograph Stations
- . Brownin .
) B0y P50 Sg(l)tl)L%[éel city Ut 117
South Carol_ina o _ lgax: (801) S81-706S
South Carolipa Seismic Safety Consortium .
Dept, of Civil Engineering Washington o _
The Citadel Washington State Seismic Safety Advisory
Charleston, SC 29401 Committee
(803) 797-4208 W%shlngton State Dept of Natural
Southeastern United States Seismic FOUrEED ivici
Safety Consortium 96()'%%){( %7%%r7th Resources Division
Soytheastern United States Seismic Safet Olympia, WA 98504-7007
Consorfium. o> y &23/6) 805-1000
Dept, of Civil Engineering ax: (206) 902-1785
The Citadel
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Thursday, March 19, 1998 Missouri Seismic Safety Commission Page: 1

Missouri Seismic Safety Commission

The Missouri Seismic Safety Commission's task is to review the State of Missouri's earthquake preparedness,
response, mitigation and recovery issues and make a comprehensive "“where we stand™ report to the people of
Missouri. Legislation qreatlng_th_e Commission was signed into being by Governor Mel Carnahan on June 25,1993
and he has appointed fifteen |st|n?_U|shepI Missourians to serve on this Commission. The commission has been
\évgrlilg%on the report since its confirmation, and will issue its report to the Governor and General Assembly on June

Commission officers for the calendar year 1997 are:

Susan W. Clowe American Red Cross

Marie Collins, P. E. Metropolitan St. Louis Sewer District
William L. Durbin, P. E., Secretary Woodward Clyde Consultants

Dr. Phillip L. Gould, P. E., Vice-Chair Washington University

Dr. Gregory L. Hempen, P.E. U. S. Army corp of Engineers

Dr. Robert B. Herrmann, Chair Saint Louis University

Sen. Jerry T. Howard Senator, Missouri General Assembly
Ernest H. "Bud" Hunt Daily Dunklin Democrat

Jennifer Marion, E. I. T. City Utilities of Springfield

Robert E. Palmer Melville Fire Protection District

Marilyn A. Roberts State Farm Insurance

Thomas R. Schwetye, Treasurer Schwetye Architects

Phyllis J. Steckel Geologist, Washington, Missouri

Carol J. Tharp Platte County Emergency Management Agency
John C. Theiss, P. E. EQE International

Rep. Larry Thomason Representative, Missouri General Assembly
Kennard 0. Whitfield Mayor, Rock Hill

The Commission does its work primarily through four subcommittees that hold quarterly meetin?s at different

locations. The committees are: Response, R_ecovelql and Mitigation (Collins - Chair) Land Use Planning and Building

8ﬁd_es) (Gould - Chair) Geotechnical Committee (Hempen - Chair) and Public Awareness and Education (Steckel -
air).

The Commission and Committee meetings are open to the public under the Sunshine Law.

Interested persons mav contact Ed Grav

Commission Publication and Useful Links

Jj"Return to previous paee

http://www .state.mo.us/sema/selsmlc.htm
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American Samoa )
Puerto Rico,

Virgin Islands

N ational Seismic Safety Advisory Boards

in 1996



Fw: RE: Alaska seismic commission bill

Subject: Fw: RE: Alaska seismic commission bill
ate: Thu, 18 Apr 2002 14:37:10 -0800
From: Rod Combellick <rod@dnr state.ak.us>
To: David Guttenberg <David_Guttenberg@Ilegis.state.ak.us>
CC: "Rep. John Davies" <Representative_John_Davies@legis.state.ak.us>,
Milt Wiltse <milt@dnr.state.ak.us>

David,

Here is a message from John Aho of G-2M Hill in support of HB 53. He sent it to ne
because he will be tied up in a meeting this afternoon and can't testify. Can this be
forwarded for reading at the hearing?

Rod

From: "Aho, John/ANC" <JAho@CH2M.com>
Subject: RE: Alaska seismic commission ‘>ill
Date: Thu, 18 Apr 2002 16:22:39 -0600

| appreciate having the opportunity to express my support of House B ill 53
for establishing an Alaska Seismic Hazards Safety Commission. Dr. Davies
should be commended for for ongoing interest in seismic risk mitigation and
his years of effort in attempting to get this B ill enacted. | currently
serve as Chairman of the Municipality of Anchorage (MO3) Geotechnical
Advisory Commission, the Advanced National Seismic System Alaska Region
Advisory Committee, and the MDA Seismic Microzonation Advisory Panel. In
these capacities | have witnessed the changes that come about when groups of
individuals work together as champions of an effort such as seismic ris
mitigation. To date, these efforts have been somewhat concentrated in the
Anchorage area. A State Seismic Hazards Safety Commission would provide the
vehicle for coordinating pre-earthquake risk mitigation efforts and
post-earthquake recovery. By voting for passage of this B ill you will take
the initial steEs towards providing a coordinated effort in addressing
future earthquake safety, risk mitigation, and post-earthquake recovery
issues. | urge you to vote for this measure, it is one that will go a long
way towards making Alaska a safer place in which to live.

Dr. John L. Aho

GV HILL

Vice

President and Principal Project Manager

4/18/2002 3.01 PN
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ate: Thu, 18 Apr 2002 14:37:10 -0800
From: Rod Combellick <rod@dnr state.ak.us>
To: David Guttenberg <David_Guttenberg@legis.state.ak.us>
CC: "Rep. John Davies" <Representative_John_Davies@Iegis.state.ak.us>,
Milt Wiltse <milt@dnr.state.ak.us>

David,

Here is a message from John Aho of G-EM Hill in support of HB 53. He sent it to ne
because he will be tied up in a meeting this afternoon and can't testify. Can this be
forwarded for reading at the hearing?

Rod

From: "Aho, Jonn/ANC" <uAho@CH2M.cone
Subject: RE Alaska seismic commission b ill
Date: Thu, 18 Apr 2002 16:22:39 -0600

| appreciate having the opportunity to express ny support of House B ill 53
for establishing an Alaska Seismic Hazards Safety Commission. Dr. Davies
should be commended for for ongoing interest in seismic risk mitigation and
his years of effort in attempting to get this Bill enacted. | currently
serve as Chairman of the Municipality of Anchorage (MO Geotechnical
Advisory Commission, the Advanced National Seismic System Alaska Region
Advisory Committee, and the MOA Seismic Microzonation Advisory Panel. In
these capacities | have witnessed the changes that come about when groups of
individuals work together as champions of an effort such as seismic risk
mitigation. To date, these efforts have been somewhat concentrated in the
Anchorage area. A State Seismic Hazards Safety Commission would provide the
vehicle for coorumating pre-earthquake risk mitigation efforts and
post-earthquake recovery. By voting for passage of this Bill you will take
the initial steps towards providing a coordinated effort in addressing
future earthquake safety, risk mitigation, and post-earthquake recovery
issues. | urge you to vote for this measure, it is one that will go a long
way towards making Alaska a safer place in which to live.

Dr. John L. Aho

G2M HILL

Vice

President and Principal Project Manager
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David,

Here is a message from John Aho of G-2M Hill in support of HB 53. He sent it to ne
because he will be tied up in a meeting this afternoon and can't testify. Can this be

forwarded for reading at the hearing?

Rod

From: "Aho, John/ANC" <JAho@CH2M.conm>
Subject: RE: Alaska seismic commission b ill
Date: Thu, 18 Apr 2002 16:22:39 -0600

| appreciate having the opportunity to express my support of House Bill 53
for establishing an Alaska Seismic Hazards Safety Commission. Dr. Davies
should be commended for for ongoing interest in seismic risk mitigation and
his years of effort in attempting to get this B ill enacted. | currently
serve as Chairman of the Municipality of Anchorage (MO Geotechnical
Advisory Commission, the Advanced National Seismic System Alaska Region
Advisory Committee, and the MOA Seismic Microzonation Advisory Panel. In
these capacities | have witnessed the changes that come about when groups of
individuals work together as champions of an effort such as seismic risk
mitigation. To date, these efforts have been somewhat concentrated in the
Anchorage area. A State Seismic Hazards Safety Commission would provide the
vehicle for coordinating pre-earthquake risk mitigation efforts and
post-earthquake recovery. By voting for passage of this B ill you will take
the initial steps towards providing a coordinated effort in addressing
future earthquake safety, risk mitigation, and post-earthquake recover?/
issues. | urge you to vote for this measure, it is one that will go a long
way towards making Alaska a safer place in which to live.

Dr. John L. Aho

G2M HILL

Vice

President and Principal Project Manager

lof1l 4/18/2002 3:01 PN


mailto:rod@dnr.state.ak.us
mailto:David_Guttenberg@legis.state.ak.us
mailto:Representative_John_Davies@legis.state.ak.us
mailto:t@dnr.state.ak.us
mailto:JAho@CH2M.com

Fw: RE: Alaska seismic commission bill

Subject: Fw: RE: Alaska seismic commission bill
ate: Thu, 18 Apr 2002 14:37:10 -0800
From: Rod Combellick <rod@dnr state.ak.us>
To: David Guttenberg <David_Guttenberg@legis.state.ak.us>
CC: "Rep. John Davies" <Representative_John_Davies@legis.state.ak.us>,
Milt Wiltse <milt@dnr.state.ak.us>

David,

Here is a message from John Aho of M Hill in support of HB 53. He sent it to ne
because he will be tied up in a meeting this afternoon and can't testify. Can this be
forwarded for reading at the hearing?

Rod

From: "Aho, John/ANC" <JAho@CH2M.con
Subject: RE Alaska seismic commission b ill
Date: Thu, 18 Apr 2002 16:22:39 -0600

| appreciate having the opportunity to express my support of House B ill 53
for establishing an Alaska Seismic Hazards Safety Commission. Dr. Davies
should be commended for for ongoing interest in ceismic risk mitigation and
his years of effort in attempting to get this Bill enacted. | currently
serve as Chairman of the Municipality of Anchorage (MOA) ~eotechnical
Advisory Commission, the Advanced National Seismic System Alaska Region
Advisory Committee, and the MOA Seismic Microzonation Advisory Panel. In
these capacities | have witnessed the changes that come about when groups of
individuals work together as champions of an effort such as seismic risk
mitigation. To date, these efforts have been somewhat concentrated in the
Anchorage area. A State Seismic Hazards Safety Commission would provide the
vehicle for coordinating pre-earthquake risk mitigation efforts and
post-earthquake recovery. By voting for passage of this Bill you will take
the initial steps towards providing a coordinated effort in addressing
future earthquake safety, risk mitigation, and post-earthquake recovery
issues. | urge you to vote for this measure, it is one that will go a long
way towards making Alaska a safer place in which to live.

Dr. John L. Aho

G-2M HILL

Vice

President and Principal Project Manager

4/18/2002 3:01 PN
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A laska State Legislature
119N. Cushman Street Suite 207

Lcgisfaijvo Committees:
House Finance Committee Fairbanks. Alaska 99701

907 450-8172

Legislative Budget Subcommittees: FAX (907) 451-9293

University of Alaska
Department of Natural Resources While in Session
Department of Environmental Conservation State Capitol
Juneau, Alaska 99801-1182

907) 405-4457

FAX (907) 405-3519

Representative John Davies

District 29

Date January 24, 2002

To: Senator Gene Th mtwlt, Chair
Senate State Affairs Committee

From: Representative John Davies

Re: Bill Scheduling-House Bill 53 “Seismic Hazards Safety
Commission”

| am requesting that HB 53 “Seismic Hazards Safety Commission,” be
heard in the Senate State Affairs Committee at the earliest possible date.

HB 53 would establish the Alaska Seismic Hazards Safety Commission.
The state of Alaska is on the edge of the Pacific Plate which acts like a
conveyor belt, moving about six centimeters a year, tb* legislature needs to
creates a seismic commission patterned after those ir other states on major
fault lines. An effort needs to be made to reduce disaster potential and
increase disaster preparedness, and this bill does both.

Thank you for your consideration.

GHENA » ESTER» FARVERS LOCP « CHST » GOLDSTREAM « UNVERSITY CAVPUS « UNVERSITY HLLS « UNVERSITY WEST
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FISCAL NOTE

STATE OF ALASKA Fiscal Note Number:
2001 LEGISLATIVE SESSION Bill Version: CSHB 53(MLV)
(H) Publish Date: 3/30/01
Revision Date/Time (Note if correction): Dept. Affected: Natural Resources
Title: An Act establishing the Alaska Seismic "BRU: Minerals, Land & Water
Hazards Safety Commission Component: Geological Development
Sponsor: Davies
Requester: (H) MLV Component Number: 1031
Expenditures/Revenues (Thousands of Dollars)
Note: Amounts do not include inflation unless otherwise noted below.
OPERATING EXPENDITURES FY 2002  FY2003  FY 2004 FY2005 FY 2006 FY 2007
Personal Services
Travel 12 12 12 1.2 1.2 1.2
Contractual
Supplies
Equipment

Land & Structures
Grants & Claims
Miscellaneous

TOTAL OPERATING 1.2 1.2 12 12 1.2 12
ICAPITAL EXPENDITURES I I ! I
CHANGE IN REVENUES ( ) ! I
FUND SOURCE (Thousands of Dollars)

1002 Federal Receipts

1003 GF Match

1004 GF 12 12 12 12 12 12
1005 GF/Program Receipts

1037 GF/Mental Health

Other (Specify Type)
TOTAL 1.2 1.2 1.2 1.2 1.2 1.2
Estimate of any current year (FY2001) cost: none
POSITIONS
Full-time
Part-time
Temporary

ANALYSIS: (Attach a separate page Hnecessary)

Costs to DGGS resulting from HB53 would be for modest staff time (approximately one-half person-month
per year) plus travel associated with meetings. Salary costs would be covered under an existing position
in DGGS which has responisiblities in geologic hazards that are consistent with work on this commission.
The travel costs indicated above ($1,200 annually) assume two trips per year at an average cost of $600

per trip.

Prepared by:  Milton Wiltse Phone 907-451-5001
Division Geological & Geophysical Surveys Date/Time 01-Feb-01
Approved by:  Pat Pourchot Date 01-Feb-01
Agency Natural Resources

For distribution information, call the Governor's Legislative Office
(Rev 11/2000 OMB) (Jage 1 of 1



FISCAL NOTE

STATE OF ALASKA Fiscal Note Number: J
2001 LEGISLATIVE SESSION Bill Version: CSHB 53(MLV)
(H) Publish Date: 3/30/01

Revision Date/Time (Note if correction): Dept. Affected] Office of the Governor
Title: "An Act establishing the Alaska Seismit BRU: Commissions and Special Offices

Hazards Safety Commission,” Component: Seismic Hazards Safety Commission
Sponsor: Representatives Davies, Hudson. Kertt
Requester:_ HSCMVA Component Number:
Expenditures/Revenues (Thousands of Dollars)
Note: Amounts do not include inflation unless otherwise noted below.
OPERATING EXPENDITURES FY 2002 FY 2003 FY 2004 FY 2005 FY 2006 FY 2007
Personal Services 18.0 134 134 134 13.8 138
Travel 7.0 7.0 7.0 7.0 7.0 7.0
Contractual 8.0 8.0 8.0 8.0 8.0 8.0
Supplies 0.5 0.5 0.5 0.5 0.5 0.5
Equipment

Land & Structures
Grants & Claims

Miscellaneous
TOTAL OPERATING 33.5 28.9 28.9 28.9 29.3

CAPITAL EXPENDITURES

CHANGE IN REVENUES ( )y
FUND SOURCE (Thousands of Dollars)

1002 Federal Receipts

1003 GF Match

1004 GF 33.0 28.4 28.4 28.4 28.8
1005 GF/Program Receipts

1037 GF/Mental Health

Other (Specify Type)

TOTAL 335 28.9 28.9 28.9 29.3
Estimate of any current year (FY2001) cost: 0.0
POSITIONS
Full-time
Part-time 1 1 1 1 1
Temporary

ANALYSIS:  (Attach a separate paqe ifnecessary)

29.3

28.8

29.3

Fiscal note assumes 1/4 time clerical staff to support commission activity as technical support needs will be met by existing staff in

Department of Natural Resources; quarterly commission meetings - 2 face-to-face and 2 teleconferenced. Travel costs reflect
estimated meeting costs for 9 total commission members and one staff. Contractual reflects estimated postage, communicaton,

advertising, and teleconference costs.

Fiscal note assumes existing departmental office space/equipment will be available for use by the part-time clerical staff position.

Prepared by:  Michael A Nizich/man Phone 465-3876
Division Administrative Services Date/Timo 1/30/01 12:30 PM
Approved by: David Ramseur Date 01/30/2001
Agency Office of the Governor

For distribution Information, call the Governor’s Legislative Office

(Rov 1/2Gaoo0 0MB) Page__ 1 of_
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CS FOR HOUSE BILL NO. 53(STA)
IN THE IEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA
TWENTY-SECOND LEGISLATURE - FIRST SESSION

BY THE HOUSE STATE AFFAIRS COMMITTEE

Offered: 4/25/01
Referred: Finance

Sponsor(s): REPRESENTATIVES DAVIES, Hudson, Kcrttula, Green, Foster, Janies

A BILL
FOR AN ACT ENTITLED

"An Act establishing the Alaska Seismic Hazards Safety Commission."
BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

* Section 1. The uncodified law of the State of Alaska is amended by adding a new section
to read:
FINDINGS. The legislature finds that

(1) although the state has made significant improvements in disaster
preparedness since the great earthquake of 1964, there has been little corresponding
improvement in measures to reduce the disaster potential of major earthquakes and,
consequently, to reduce dependence on disaster relief;

(2) there is a pressing need to provide a consistent policy framework and a
means for continuing coordination of programs and public safety practices related to seismic
hazards at all governmental levels and in the private sector; this need is not being addressed
by any continuing state government organization;

(3) through concerted efforts coordinated by a Seismic Hazards Safety
Commission, the state can make long-term progress toward mitigating the effects of seismic

HB0053c -1- CSHB 53(STA)
New Text Underlined [DELETED TEXT BRACKETED]
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hazards on persons and property, thereby reducing the costs of responding to and recovering
from major earthquakes.
*Sec. 2. AS 44.19 is amended by adding new sections to read:
Article 13. Alaska Seismic Hazards Safety Commission.

Sec. 44.19.635. Commission established; membership, (a) The Alaska
Seismic Hazards Safety Commission is established in the Office of the Governor. The
Office of the Governor shall provide staff support to the commission.

(b) The commission is composrd of nine members appointed by the governor
for terms of three years. A member holds office until a successor is appointed. A
vacancy is filled for the unexpired term.

(c) The governor shall appoint to the commission

(1) a representative from the University of Alaska;

(2) a representative from local government;

(3) a representative from the Department of Natural Resources;

(4) a representative from the Department of Military and Veterans'
Affairs;

(5) a representative from an appropriate federal agency;

(6) a representative of the insurance industry; and

(7) three members from members of the public who are expert in the
fields of geology, seismology, hydrology, geotechnical engineering, structural
engineering, emergency services, or planning.

(d) The commission shall elect annually from its members a chairand vice-
chair. A majority of the commission may vote to replace an officer of the
commission.

(e) Six members constitute a quorum.

(0 Members of the Alaska Seismic Hazards Safety Commission servewithout
compensation but are entitled to per diem and travel expenses authorized for boards
and commissions under AS 39.20.180.

Sec. 44.19.637. Powers and duties, (a) The commission shall

(1) recommend goals and priorities for seismic hazard mitigation to the

public and private sectors;

CSHB 53(STA) 2- HB0053c
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(2) recommend policies to the governor and the legislature, including
needed research, mapping, and monitoring programs;

(3) offer advice on coordinating disaster preparedness and seismic
hazard mitigation activities of government at all levels, review the practices for
recovery and reconstruction after a major earthquake, and recommend improvements
to mitigate losses from similar future events;

(4) gather, analyze, and disseminate information of general interest on

seismic hazard mitigation;
(5) establish and maintain necessary working relationships with other

public and private agencies;
(6) review predictions and warnings issued by the federal government,
research institutions, and otherorganizations and persons and suggest appropriate

responses at the state and locallevels; and
(7) review proposed seismic hazard notifications and supporting

information from state agencies, evaluate possible socioeconomic consequences,
recommend that the governor issue formal seismic hazard notifications when
appropriate, and advise state and local agencies of appropriate responses.
(b) The commission may
(1) advise the governor and the legislature on disaster preparedness
and seismic hazard mitigation and on budgets for those activities and may recommend
legislation or policies to improve disaster preparedness or seismic hazard mitigation;
(2) conduct public hearings;
(3) appoint committees from its membership and appoint external
advisory committees of ex-officio members; and
(4) accept grants, contributions, and appropriations from public
agencies, private foundations, and individuals.
Sec. 44.19.639. Definitions. InAS 44.19.635 - 44.19.639,
(1)  "commission" means the Alaska Seismic Hazards Safety
Commission;
(2) "disaster preparedness™ means establishing plans and programs for
responding to and distributing funds to alleviate losses from a disaster as defined in

HBO0S3C 3 CSHB 53(STA)
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AS 26.23.900;
(3) "seismic hazard mitigation" or “mitigation" mean activities that

prevent or alleviate the harmful effects of seismic hazards to persons and property,
including identification and evaluation of the seismic hazards, assessment of the risks,
and implementation of measures to reduce potential losses before a damaging event
occurs.

*Sec. 3. AS 44.66.010(a) is amended by adding a new paragraph to read:
(20) Alaska Seismic Hazards Safety Commission (AS 44.19.635) -
June 30,2005.
* Sec. 4. The uncodified law of the State of Alaska is amended by adding a new section to

read:
INITIAL TERMS. Notwithstanding AS 44.19.635, enacted by sec. 2 of this Act, three

initial members of the Alaska Seismic Hazards Safety Commission shall serve terms of two
years, and three initial members shall serve terms of four years.
* Sec. 5. The uncodified law of the State of Alaska is amended by adding a new section to

read:
CONSTRUCTION. This Act is not intended to transfer to the Alaska Seismic

Hazards Safety Commission the authorities and responsibilities of other state agencies,
boards, councils, or commissions or of local governments.

CSHB 53(STA) 4 HBOO53¢
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March 14,2001
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The Honorable John Davies
House of Representatives
State Cazmto Building
Room 422

Juneau, Alaska 99801-1182

Subject: House Bill 53
) Alaska Seismic Hazards Safet) Commission

Dear John:

As a practicing civil engineering in the State of Alaska, | wholeheartedly support HB 53 pertaining to
the establishment of d state Seismic Hazards Safety Commission. “ 1 have been practicing ‘my
profession in Alaska for over 25 years. My technicgl specialties are geotechnical engineering and
earthquake engineering, so | routinély deal with the problems associated with seismic hazards and their
mltut;atlon throughout the state. Moreover, | have been a member of the Municipality ofAnchoraPe
Geotechnical Advisory Commission (GAC) for over 20 years (currently Vice-Chairman). . In that role
my fellow commissianers and I have routinely advised the Municipality regarding identification and

mitigation of seismic hazards in Anchorage.

Although major earthquakes seemlngllg are “rare” events, their consequences literally can be
disastrous, as was demonstrated by the 1964 great Alaska earthquake. Because of the damage and loss
of life that occurred In Anchorage In 1964, and due to the concerns of local engineers and earth
scientists, Anchorage established the Geotechnical Agdvisory Commission to advise our local
government officials and citizens about earthquake hazards that can affect our communlt){. The GAC
generally has been the only real resource in those matters Anchorage has been able to rely upon
consistently and eﬁ‘ectlvelg through the years. | believe the commission has had  positive effect on
how our community has develgped, and how it has taken appropriate steps to mitigate the seismic
hazards with whichi we_must live.  Most of these efforts have been, and continue  to be, through
dentification and mapping of the Jocal hazards, and recommending mitigation measures to preserve
life safety and to minimize economic impacts when the next major quiake impacts our city.

Recent earthquakes in California and the February 28, 2001, earthquake near S,v:dls underscore the
consequences even moderate earthquakes can have in urhan areas. Mareover, die benefits to a
community of understandm? regional and local seismic issues and taking steps to mitigate the

associated hazards were clearly demonstrated again during the Nisqually (Seatfle) earthquake.

| believe it is imperative that the State Legislature of one of the most seismically active regions in the
world establish a statewide Seismic Hazard Safet%/ Commission_to help ifs citizens” and those
responsible for their (T)eneral well being understand the seismic environment in which they live, and
how best to deal with the hazards that can affect them.

in Artdcbt . AMRMOOAQE * ALASKA * S9003 « 907/SBB-B000 « FAX 907/BB3-3BB3
Lc'H-elc o<ir



The Honorable John Davies
House of Representatives
March 14,2001

Page 2

John, I applaud your sponsorship of this bill and give it my full support. 1f there is anything else I can
do foryou in this matter, please feel free to call me.

Sincerely,

David A. Cole, P.E.
Project Manager

DOOQOOI .RepDavies. DAC.031401 .mas
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rEalilai Reducing Earthquake Losses Throughout the United States
Seismic Maps Foster Landmark Legislation

When a powerful earthquake strikes an urban region, damage concentrates not only near the
quake's source. Damage can also occur many miles from the source in areas ofsoft ground. In
recentyears, scientists have developed ways to identify and map these areas of high seismic
hazard. This advance has spurred pioneering legislation to reduce earthquake losses in areas of

greatest hazard.

Television cameras broadcasting the start of the 1989 World Series instead recorded the urban
devastation from a major earthquake striking Northern California. Four hours after the earth(iuake
struck, homes in San Francisco's prosperous Marina District still burned out of control from fires started
by broken gas lines; the shock severely damaﬁed or destroyed 70 residential buildings in the district.
Across San Francisco Bay in Oakland, the collapse of the double-decker Cypress freeway structure

trapped more than 160 people, 42 of whom died.

Both of these ?rim SEectacIes from the magnitude 7.1 Loma Prieta, California, earthquake occurred more
than 50 miles from the temblor's source in areas underlain by soft soil (loose sediment, uncompactcd fill,
and mud). In contrast, structures built on rock and firm soil, which underlie most of San Francisco and
Oakland, were largely unscathed. Near the earthquake's epicenter, however, shaking was violent enough
to cause considerable damage even in areas underlain by rock and firm soil.

Click on imagefor afull size version -101K) _ _

U|Id|n%s constructed on uncompactedfills and soft soils are especially
vulnerable to earthquake shaklng damage. In thisphoto, takenfoyr hours after
the 1989 Loma Prieta, Californid, earthquake hadstruck, homes in San
Francisco's Marina District still bum out ofcontrolfromfires started b
broken gas lines. The district was built on artificial fill that included rubble
from thé great quake 01906. Scientists can identify areas where such shaking
damage is likely to be especially severe. (Photo by Martin Klimek, Marin

Independent Journal.)

This localization of severe shaking] and damage was no surprise. It had been noted in previous San
Francisco-area earthquakes, as early as 1868. Only after the devastating 1964 magnitude 9.2 Alaska
earthquake, however, did the nation direct much attention toward understanding and mapping
earthquake hazards. In the late 1960's, the U.S. Geologlcal Survey (USGS) launched a program to
develop methods for identifying and mapping areas of potential earthquake hazard.

An early product of this Program was a series of maps showing the locations of active segments of the
San Andreas Fault in California. These maps demonstrated the feasibility of identifying faults that might
rupture the ground surface in future earthquakes. This capability lead to new strategies to reduce losses
from such ruptures. In 1972, the California Legislature passed a landmark law requiring the

ini/ni aMm
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identification of seismic-hazard zones anng faults. In these zones, special qeolo ic studjes are required
before structures can be built for human oc uPancy. This law has successfully prevented homes, schools,

and offices from being built across active faults.

The major ¢ause of earthquake d_amage, however, js strong ground shakmg, not the rupture of the ground
surface by faulting. Strong shaking d ma([qes or collapses Weéak structures over wide areas. It also triggers
round failures (fracturing, sliding, and sfumping), which in turn damage or destroy structures and

isrupt utility and transportation Systems. In the mid-1970's, the USGS published an innovative map of
the ground-shaking hazard for part of the San_Francisco Bay regr|on. This map was used by local and
regional government bodies to develop seismic safety policies. The map predicted that shaking on soft

round would be several times as intense as that on rearby rock. Some engineers and scientists were
Skeptical of these predictions, but records of strong shaking and paterns ot damage in the 1989 L oma
Prieta earthquake Verified the predictions. The map had cofrectly showed the Marina District and the
area of the Cypress freeway structure as being subject to violent'shaking during earthquakes.

éC_Iick_on imagefor afull size version - 83K)

eismic hazard mapsfurther Ieglslatlon toreduce earthquake losses:
This map sequence Illustrates thé shaking hazard in San Frangiscofor a
possible repeat ofthe great 1906 earthquake. Such mapsprovide.
Imformatlon essentialfor developing effective seismic safety policies and
aws,

1 -Effect ofdistance on shaking: Expected groundshaking on bedrock
decreases rap|dI%/ with increasing distancefrom the San Andreas Fault,
from very violent (red) to moderate (green).

2-Effecto fground type on shaking: The capability ofgrou_nd type to amplify shaking variesfrom very
highfor mud and uncompactedfill, to moderatefor sandy soil, to lowfor soft rock, and to nonefor hard

rock.
3 -Expected ground shaking: This map combines informationfrom Maps 1and 2 to show expected

shaking levels throughout San Francisco.
4-Areas o fmost intense shaking: This map, derivedfrom Map 3, shows in red the areas ofmost intense

shaking where efforts to reduce earthquake losses should befocused,

Faced with the disastrous losses from the Loma Prieta shock, the California Legislature realized that
stronger measures were needed to combat earthguake, hazards. In 1990, the Le(I]_lsIature passed the
California Seismic Hazards Mapping Act to assist cities and counties in protec mgfpu_bllc_ health and
safety against such hazards. This law requires the State Geolo%qlst to make maps Ot seismic hazard zones,
Identifying areas prone to violent shakm% and ground failure. Tt also requires that evaluation of these
potential Razards precede approval of construction projects within defined hazard zones and that buyers
of real estate he notified when the Propert lies within such a zone. This act builds on the success of both

the 1972 law and the early maps of predicted ground shaking.
(Click on imagefor afull size version - 72K)

_Ex?erience fn many states revealf that seismic hazard maps ?erve diverse audienc$s. Users of these maps
Include bu¥ers ana owners of real estate, ?eotechnlcal consultants and engineers, financial institutions,
utility and transportation companies, emergency managers, and government planners.

I\/Iapplng seismic hazards is especially important in urban areas of earthquake-prone regions of the
United States. Such areas have large populations and huge investments in structures and lifelines that are
at risk from earthquakes. Potential losses from future urbian earthquakes are sta gerl_r}g. For example, a
repeat of the 1886 Charleston, South Carolina, earthquake today would cause an‘estimated 2,000
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fatalities and $5 billion of damage. In the central Mississippi Valley region, projected losses from a
repeat ofan 1811 earthquake are 6,000 lives and $50 billion of damage:

Crucial to reducing these P_otential losses is sound geologic knowledge leading to effective seismic
safety policies and legislation,

Roger D. Borcherdt, Robert B. Brown, Robert A. Page, Carl M. Wentworth, and James W.
Hendley 31

COOPERATING AGENCIES,COMPANIES, AND,INSTITUTION S ) .
Association of Bay Area Governments California Division of Mines and Geology City of San Francisco

For more info?nation contact:
Earthquake Information Hotline (415) 329-4085

U.S. Geological Survey, MS 977
315 Middletielo Road,yMenIo Park, CA 94025
USGS Menlo Park Earthquakes Home Page

U.S. Geological Survey Fact Sheet-097-95, March 1995

Web page by Will Prescott -1996 April 9
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Appendix |

Existing Seismic Safety Advisory Boards

Arizona
Arizona Council for Earthquake Safety
Arizona Department of Emergency and
Military Affairs
Division of Emergency Services
5636 E. McDowell Ed.
Phoenix# AZ 85008
Phone:(602)231-6238
Fax: (602) 231-6231

Arkansas
Arkansas Earthquake Advisory Council
Arkansas Office of Emergency Sendees
P.O. Box 758
Conway, AK 720324)758
(501) 329-5601
Fax; (501) 327-8047

California
Seismic Safety Commission
1900K St. Ste. 100
Sacramento, CA 95814
(916) 322-4917
Fax* (916) 322-9476

Central United States Earthquake
Consortium (CUSEC)

Central United States Earthquake
Consortium

2630 E. Holmes Rd.

Memphis. TN 38118

(901) 345-0932

Fax: (901) 345-0998

Hawalli
Hawaii State Earthquake Advisory Board
Office of the Director of Civil Deftroe
3949 Diamond Head Road
Honolulu, HA 96816-4495
(808) 734-2161
Fax: (808) 737-4150

Illin ois
lllinois Earthquake Advisory Board
lllinois Emergency Services & Disaster
Agency
110 East Adams St.
Springfield, 1L 62706
(217) 782-4448

Indiana

Indiana Seismic Safety Advisory Board
Indiana State Emergency Management

INNMVTCTR S/302 W. Washington St.
E208

Indianapolis, IN 46204

(817)232-3986

FAX (317) 232-3895

Kentucky

Governor's Earthquake Hazards & Safety
Technical Advisory Panel

Kentucky Division of Div. of Disaster &
Emergency Services

EOC Building, Boone Center

Frankfort; KE 40S06

(502)564-8611

Mississippi
Mississippi Seismic Advisory Panel
Mississippi Emergency Management
Agency
P.O. Box4501, Fondren Station
Jackson. MS 39216
(601)352-9100

Missouri
Missouri Earthquake Hazard Mitigation
Panel
Missouri Emergency Management Agency
P.O.Box 116
Jefferson City, MO 65102
(314) 7519779
FAX (314) 634-7966

Nevada
Nevada Seismic Safety Council
Division of Emergency Management
Capitol Complex
2525 South Carson St
Carson City, NV 89710
(702) 687-4240
Fax* (702) 687-6788

New England States Earthquake
Consortium (NESEC)

New England States Earthquake
Consortium

501 Islington St

Portsmouth, NH 03801

(603)430-9876

Fax* (603) <30-9875

WA o \W



Oregon

Oregon Seismic Safety Policy Advisory
Committee

595 Cottage St. NE

Salem, OR 97310

(503) 378-2903

Fax: (503) 588-1378

Paexto Rico

Comlslon de Seguridad Contra
Texzemotos

Pda. 3 1/2 Ave. Munoz Elvers

Pta. de Tferra Apartado Como 5887

SanJuan, PR 00906

(809) 722-8784

Fax (809) 7254)350

South Carolina

South Carolina Seismic Safety Consortium
Dept ofCivil Engineering

The Citadel

Qh~rleston, SC 29401

(803) 797-4208

Southeastern United States Seismic

Safety Consortium

Southeastern United States Seismic Safety
Consortium

Dept, of Civil Engineering

The Citadel

Charleston, SC 29401
(803) 797-4208

Tennessee

Tennessee Seismic Safety Advisory Panel

Tennessee Emergency Management
Agency

Tennessee EOC

3041 Sidco Dr.

Nashville, TN 37204-1502

(615) 252-3311

Utah

Utah Earthquake Advisory Board
University of Utah Seismograph Stations
70S W. C Browning Bldg.

SaltLake City, UT 84112

(801) S81-6274"

Fax (801) 581-7065
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Washington State Seismic Safety Advisory
Committee

Washington State Dept of Natural
Resources

Geology & Earth Resources Division

P.O.Box 47007

Olympia, WA 98504-7007

(206) 902-1000

Fax: (206) 902-178S



Earthquakes

* p 60-69
9 o [1.0-7.9
0 0 80-84
# 0 85-8.9
$£0| 900r larger

In Alaska

l;iallrtuh'u(i)illiktka ;(ur imkaum
«r,»» (L . «

ionstjuoigStf I)%j[ntﬂcﬁg‘u {%bdlafatthp
B GHO [tV alen ey

W SR

hteiknlfk UnkeUsdr Uxtititlhpiki
uajntaaivital |ke*e*>Ek*e««a Seeotaot

RTGMRABNER T Skar i baia=

mauipamtodstfu (ketmdin.

Hartfagaalce rupture aone
and data ofmostrecent

rapture

Active and potentially
active fat:lt

wO0OB

The Shurrefltn "seismic

|g:tF" may be the boatbn
2 major earthquake

inthe nan rfuture.

Them hare been *»e
rnegnhde-7 Mithqualcr
within SO mSes of ft ktn nks

in the tea COyaars.

TheCm tie Mounalnfiuh
nay havegamrateda
na?mtuda 6.8earhgtatee
tn tshookArohonge
intim

Vil

Isu™ A

The Yaletoga'sesmo
Skff rey bathe location
of* majorearthjelie
in*e nearfuture.

The Queen Charioee-
FaWreatherte ukpresen*
the greatest eerihqua tel
ranid to rwidarrtx of
southaestAkska.

Theseamwrs show the
spaedanddlraofe nat
wNohftePaehfcplatoi
rrovsc by and under-
neathAkska.

BDetrass

. res NS w4



A laska State Legislature

119N. Cushman Street Suite 207
Fairbanks, Alaska 99701
907 450-8172
FAX (907) 451-9293

Legislative Committees;
Mouse Finance Committee

Legislative I?nrfget Subcommittees;
University of Alaska
While in Session

Department of Natural Resources
Department of environmental Conservation State Capitol
Juneau, Alaska 99801-1182

(907) 485-4457
FAX (907)405-3519

Representative John Davies

District 29

SPONSOR STATEMENT

House Bill 53
“An act establishing the Alaska Seismic Hazards Safety
Commission”

A Seismic Hazards Safety commission needs to be established to address the
pressing need to provide a consistent policy framework and a means for
ongoing coordination of programs and public safety practices related to
seismic hazards. Currently this need is not being addressed by any
continuing state government organization. The seismic Hazard Safety
Commission would encourage long-term progress toward mitigating the
effects of earthquakes.

Alaska is on the edge of the Pacific Plate, which acts like a relentless
conveyor belt, moving about six centimeters a year. It is inevitable that
there will be large earth quakes, the only question is when will they occur,
not if they will occur. Although the state has made great improvements in
disaster preparedness there has been little corresponding improvement in
measures to reduce the disaster potential of major earthquakes and,
consequently, to reduce dependence on disaster relief. Creating a seismic
commission patterned after those in California, Oregon, Washington and
other states on major fault lines will help address the issues. If you prepare
for a major earthquake ahead of time and prepare appropriately, when the
earthquake does occur less damage will result, less lives will be lost and the
cost of recovery will be less.

Through ten years of experience as state seismologist | have extensive
knowledge in this subject area. | have first hand experience with the
difficulty if coordinating earthquake information for the university and state,
federal, and municipal governments. Anchorage does have an active geo-
tech advisory commission, but the state needs to strengthen that work while
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broadening efforts throughout the state. A Seismic Safety Hazards
Commission can provide that strength.

The scientific community is working hard on earthquake prediction, but it is
not yet a reality, except in the most general sense. We can predictin a
probabilistic way where earthquakes are likely to occur so we can focus
resources in those areas, butin terms of knowing the date and time of
occurrence of earthquakes we will not have that information for some time,

if ever.

The state can mitigate possible effects of earthquakes by encouraging
appropriate land use and building design so it can reduce loss of life and
property, as well as the costs of recovery when earthquakes occur. It costs a
lot of money to rebuild after a large earthquake and, of course there is no
way to replace lost lives; so it is clearly worth spending some time and
money before earthquakes occur to prepare for them. If mitigation efforts
are undertaken at the time abuilding or subdivision is in the planning stages,
the costs are relatively minor compared to retrofit or rebuilding. This
commission would help our state be better prepared.

Members of the commission would be appointed by the governor to
represent the university and governmental agencies, as well as members of
the public who are knowledgeable in earthquake hazard mitigation. The
commission would recommend to the public and governmental sector goals
and priorities for reducing earthquake effects. The commission may accept
grant contributions and appropriations from public agencies, private
foundations, and individuals. The authority and responsibilities of other state
agencies, boards, councils, commissions or local governments are not
intended to transfer to the Alaska Seismic Hazards Safety Commission.



