


F I S C A L  N O T E

Revision Date/Time (Note if correction):________________________ Dept. Affected]__________Fish & Game
Title Control of Nuisance Wild Animals_____________BRU Wildlife Conservation
____________________________________________________________ Component Wildlife Conservation
Sponsor Senator Green____________________________  _____________________
Requester Senate Resources_____________________________Component No. 473

STA TE O F  A LA SK A  Fiscal Note Number: ___________
2002 L E G ISL A T IV E  SESSIO N  Bill Version: SB 205

() Publish Date: ___________

Expenditures/Revenues_________________________ (Thousands of Dollars)
Note: Amounts do not include inflation unless otherwise noted below._____________________
OPERATING EXPENDITURES FY 2003 FY 2004 FY 2005 FY 2006 FY 2007 FY 2008
Personal Services
Travel
Contractual
Supplies
Equipment
Land & Structures
Grants & Claims
Miscellaneous

TOTAL OPERATING 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

CAPITAL EXPENDITURES 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 |

ICHANGE IN REVENUES ( 1024) j 0.2 0.2 0.2 | 0.2 0.2 0.2 |

FUND SOURCE______________________________________________(Thousands of Dollars)
1002 Federal Receipts
1003 GF Match
1004 GF
1005 GF/Program Receipts 
1037 GF/Mental Health 
Other (Fish and Game Fund)

TOTAL 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

Estimate of any current year (FY2002) cost: 0.0
Check this box (X) if funding for this bill is included in the Governor's FY 20U3 budget proposal: I ~]

POSITIONS
Full-time 0 0 0 0 0 0
Part-time 0 0 0 0 0 0
Temporary 0 0 0 0 0 0

ANALYSIS: (Attach a separate page i f  necessary)

The cost of modifying licensing forms and the increased burden of administration are expected to be 
insignificant. Depending on how this legislation is implemented by the Board of Game, some staff time is 
likely to be required to review and/or monitor activities of licensees, but this is expected to be minor. 
Potential revenue is difficult to project but is estimated to be minimal.

Prepared by: Phil Koehl, Wildlife Biologist________________________________ Phone 465-4190
Division Wildlife Conservation Date/Time 3/12/02 2:00 PM

Approved by: Gordy Williams for Commissioner Frank Rue_______________  Date 3/13/2002
Agency Alaska Department of Fish and Game_____________________

(Revised 9/200) OMB) Page 1 o f_1__



WORK DRAFT WORK DRAFT WORK DRAFT

22-LS0906\C
Utermohle

3/14/02

CS FOR SENATE BILL NO. 205( )

IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA 

TWENTY-SECOND LEGISLATURE - SECOND SESSION

BY

Offered:
Referred:

Sponsor(s): SENATOR GREEN '

A BILL 

FOR AN ACT ENTITLED 

"An Act relating to control of nuisance wild animals; and providing for an effective 

date."

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

* Section 1. AS 16.05.255(a) is amended to read:

(a) The Board o f Game may adopt regulations it considers advisable in 

accordance with AS 44.62 (Administrative Procedure Act) for

(1) setting apart game reserve areas, refuges, and sanctuaries in the 

water or on the land of the state over which it has jurisdiction, subject to the approval 

o f the legislature;

(2) establishing open and closed seasons and areas for the taking of

game;

(3) establishing the means and methods employed in the pursuit, 

capture, taking, and transport o f game, including regulations, consistent with resource 

conservation and development goals, establishing means and methods that may be
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employed by persons with physical disabilities;

(4) setting quotas, bag limits, harvest levels, and sex, age, and size 

limitations on the taking o f game;

(5) classifying game as game birds, song birds, big game animals, fur 

bearing animals, predators, or other categories;

(6) methods, means, and harvest levels necessary to control predation 

and competition among game in the state;

(7) watershed and habitat improvement, and management, 

conservation, protection, use, disposal, propagation, and stocking o f game;

(8) prohibiting the live capture, possession, transport, or release o f 

native or exotic game or their eggs;

(9) establishing the times and dates during which the issuance o f game 

licenses, permits, and registrations and the transfer o f permits and registrations 

between registration areas and game management units or subunits is allowed;

(10) regulating sport hunting and subsistence hunting as needed for the 

conservation, development, and utilization of game;

(11) taking game to ensure public safety^

(12) regulating the activities of persons licensed to control nuisance 
wild birds and nuisance wild small mammals.

* Sec. 2. AS 16.05.330(a) is amended to read:

(a) Except as otherwise permitted in this chapter, without having the 

appropriate license or tag in actual possession, a person may not engage in

(1) sport fishing, including the taking o f  razor clams;

(2) hunting, trapping, or fur dealing;

(3) the farming o f fish, fur, or game; [OR]

(4) taxidermy^

(5) control of nuisance wild birds and nuisance wild small 
mammals for compensation.

* Sec. 3. AS 16.05.340(a) is amended by adding a new paragraph to read:

(25) nuisance wild animal control license...................................$100.

* Sec. 4. AS 16.05.340(b) is amended to read:

C SSB 2 0 5 ( ) -2-
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(b) The commissioner may issue without cost a permit to collect fish and 

game, including fur animals, subject to limitations and provisions that are appropriate, 

for a scientific, propagative, or educational purpose. The commissioner also may 

issue without cost a permit for the noncommercial control of nuisance wild birds 

or nuisance wild small mammals. The commissioner also may issue a permit for the 

collection o f biva ve spat for use in connection with an aquatic farm. In addition, the 

commissioner shall issue a permit for the collecting o f wild fur animals for improving 

the genetic stock o f fur farm animals. Permits issued under this subsection shall be in 

accordance with current sustained yield management practices for the species o f  wild 

game for which the permit is requested. The annual permit fee for an Alaska resident 

to collect wild fur animals for fur farming purposes is the same as the fee for resident 

trappers.

* Sec. 5. AS 16.05.340 is amended by adding a new subsection to read:

(h) Subject to regulations adopted by the Board o f Game, a person who holds 

a  nuisance wild animal control license may engage in the control of nuisance wild 

birds and nuisance wild small mammals for compensation.

* Sec. 6. The uncodified law o f the State of Alaska is amended by adding a new section to 

read:

ADOPTION OF REGULATIONS. The Board o f Game shall adopt regulations under 

AS 16.05.255(a)(12), added by sec. 1 o f this Act, governing the activities o f a person who is 

licensed to control nuisance wild birds and nuisance wild small mammals. The regulations 

shall take effect July 1, 2003.

* Sec. 7. Sections 2, 3, and 5 of this Act take effect July 1, 2003.

* Sec. 8. Sections 1,4, and 6 o f this Act take effect immediately under AS 01.10.070(c).
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A L A S K A  S T A T E  L E G I S L A T U R E

Interim:
600 Easl Railroad Avenue 
Wasilla, Alaska 99654 
(907) 376-3370 
(907) 376-3157 Fax

SENATOR LYDA GREEN
S E N A TE  D IS T R IC T  N

Sponsor S tatem ent 
S e n a t e  BiSI 2 0 5

"A n A c t r e la t in g  to  c o n tro l  o f  n u is a n c e  w ild  a n im a ls ;  a n d  p ro v id in g  fo r
a n  e f f e c t iv e  d a t e . "

This legislation would provide authority  to th e  Alaska D epartm en t of Fish and 
G am e to issue permits o r  licenses to d es ig n ees  to control nu isance wild birds and  
m am m als. Currently, th e re  is no s ta tu to ry  au thority  for nu isance wildlife control 
and  th e  m e an s  by which ADF&G can sell a license or issue a permit.

This legislation would allow licenses for commercial ex term ina tors  and  permits 
for h om eow ners , corporations, agricultural en te rp r ise s  and o th e r  entities who are  
p lagued by nuisance wildlife. It would also allow for a perm it to  be issued for 
bivalve s p a t  for u se  in connection with an aquatic  farm and collection of wild fur 
animals for th e  im provem ent o f  genetic  stock.



DEPARTMENT OF FISH AND GAME

Bill No: Work Draft (22-LS0906\A)

Sponsor: Senator Green

Bill Title: Control o f Nuisance Wildlife

Background: This proposed legislation would provide for a “nuisance wild bird and small 
mammal control license,” which is designed to enable licensees to control nuisance wild birds 
and mammals for compensation. Currently, there is no statutory authority that provides for the 
department to sell a license or to issue a permit that would allow a person to “take” game that 
presents a nuisance. Because this bill only provides for taking o f  nuisance wildlife by licensees, 
ii. leaves an unmet demand for nuisance wildlife control by private individuals and public 
agencies and corporations.

Analysis of Bill/Program Effects: Although this bill would fill a gap by authorizing the taking 
o f nuisance wildlife, it allows the taking only by individuals who purchase a license for 
SI 00/annum. Homeowners, for example, who are plagued with hares in the garden or porcupines 
gnawing on outbuildings, would not be able to personally address their own problems; they 
would have no recourse but to hire a licensed control agent. Thus, this bill will do little to aid 
Alaskans in much o f the state where local populations may bo too small to support licensed 
control agents. Similarly, corporations such as Alyeska, which has requested permits to haze 
nuisance gulls in tanker berthing areas would remain unable to conduct their own control efforts 
under the bill as written.

Amendments Suggested: The department recommends that, in addition to providing for 
“nuisance wild bird and small mammal control licenses,” this bill be amended to allow the 
department to issue permits to control nuisance wildlife. This suggested amendment will provide 
more flexibility and ensure the Board o f Game and department can develop regulations that 
encourage people to avoid creating situations that lead to nuisance animals, and that enable 
people to solve nuisance wildlife problems through a system beginning with nonlethal action and 
progressing, where appropriate, to lethal control.

AS 16.05.340 (b) is amended to read:

(b) The commissioner may issue without cost a permit to collect fish and game, including 
fur animals, subject to limitations and provisions that are appropriate, for a scientific, 
propagative, or educational purpose or to control nuisance wild birds or small 
mammals. The commissioner also may issue a permit for the collection o f bivalve spat 
for use in conn< ction with an aquatic farm. In addition, the commissioner shall issue a 
permit lor the c Electing o f wild fur animals lor improving the genetic stock of fur farm 
animals. Permit: issued under this subsection shall be in accordance with current



sustained yield management practices for the species o f  wild game for which the permit is 
requested. The annual permit fee for an Alaska resident to collect wild’fur animals for fur 
farming purposes is the same as the fee for resident trappers.

This amendment would enable the department to issue permits (1) to individuals who cannot 
afford or find a licensed control agent, (2) to government agencies (e.g., Wildlife Services with 
APHIS-USDA), which assist other local and state governmental agencies with nuisance control 
problems, (3) for species or unusual situations not covered under implementing regulations 
adopted by the Board of Game.

BOG Regulations: Without knowing the form implementing regulations will take, we cannot 
predict what problems, if  any, might result from this legislation. To keep potential problems to a 
minimum, however, we support keeping statutory language as broad as possible, because 
unanticipated problems can be addressed through regulatory fine-tuning. In developing 
regulations, the Board will need to consider the following: names o f  species that may be 
controlled, methods and means o f “ take,” criteria for lethal vs. non-lethal control, live possession 
o f game, locations o f operation, transportation, release to the wild, other disposition, reporting 
requirements, and a definition of “nuisance wild bird or small mammal.”



TONY KNOWLES, GOVERNOR

D E P A R T M E N T  O F F I S H  A N D  G A M E P.O. BOX25526 
JUNEAU. AI.ASKA 99802-5526 
PHONE: (907) 465-4100 
FACSIMILE: (907) 465-2332O F F I C E  O F  T H E  C O M M IS S IO N E R

April 20, 2001

The Honorable Lyda Green 
Alaska State Legislature 
State Capitol, Room 125 
Juneau, AK 99801-1182

Dear Senator Green:

Hans Neidig of your staff provided my office with a copy o f draft legislation on nuisance 
wildlife control (work draft LS0906VA) and asked for department comments. I appreciate 
the opportunity.

Enclosed are several comments and suggestions on the draft bill. We recognize that there 
is currently no statutory authority for the taking o f nuisance birds and animals and that 
there is a demand for such activities in some areas. It is our belief that any statutory 
language addressing these issues should provide the proper latitude to the Board of Game 
to carefully implement the law through the public regulatory process. A part o f that 
process we believe should be a continued emphasis on utilizing proper non-lethal 
methods of addressing nuisance birds and animals prior to moving to lethal means.

If you would like additional information, please do not hesitate to contact me.

Sincerely,

Frank Rue 
Commissioner

Enclosures

11-K2LH nrea on recycled p a p e r .
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Rofiert Doran 
HC 31 Box 5213B = Wasilla, AK 99654

March 13,2002

Senate Resource Committee 
Juneau, AK

To Whom It May Concern:

The following is a testimony of my support for Senate Bill 205.

The primary reason I am supportive of this bill is that it gives the Alaska Department of 
Fish and Game, (ADFG), authority that I believe they should have had from the time the 
department was established.

As we know ADFG is responsible for managing our wildlife. When I sought a special 
permit for controlling nuisance wildlife, I was surprised to learn from Jackie Kephart of 
the ADFG that, “There is no provision in Alaska law that would allow us to issue a 
permit such as you requested.” To me this is the same as requesting a commercial 
driver’s license from the Department of Motor Vehicles and having them reply, “We do 
uot have the authority to issue such a license.”

Many areas of our state are expanding and experiencing rapid growth. Along with this 
growth comes the potential for situations to arise between property/business owners and 
wildlife. ADFG does not have the time or personnel to respond to every situation that 
occurs. A provision for them to issue a permit to an individual, who would make 
problem wildlife control their business, relieves them of some of this pressure. Evidence 
of success can be found in the 48 contiguous states where many businesses dealing in 
animal damage control are working with their local game departments and effectively 
serving the public in this area.

The benefits of this type o f cooperation are many and affect ADFG, the public, and the 
wildlife itself.

Depending on the regulations set forth by ADFG, should this bill be made into law, the 
department could more effectively monitor our wildlife resources. By periodically 
requesting data from permit holders they would be able to have greater insight into 
managing our wildlife and assess the impact of development on habitat.

The general public would have the freedom to choose a qualified professional to come in 
and eliminate any risk that many confrontations between humans and wildlife pose.
These risks include health and safety hazards to themselves and their hornes/businesses. 
Benefits would also extend to those who are physically unable to deal with these



M a r  14 02 1 1 :2 4 a R o b e r t  a n d  S a n d y  D o r a n 373-3986 p . 3

Doran Page 2

confrontations, those who are unfamiliar or less educated about wildlife, and those who 
simply don’t have the time or equipment to properly handle such a situation

If the potential permit holder does a proper job his clients would be better informed and 
educated about our wild resources. There is the possibility for assessment and 
consultation in order that the property/homeowner can learn how he might avoid future 
problems with wildlife.

Local law enforcement including domestic animal control shelters would be able to refer 
cases involving wildufe to a qualified professional specializing in that field. This would 
allow them to focus on their primary responsibilities and devote more time and energy to 
those areas that they spe.' .iize in.

In short, the passing of this bill into law will provide an opportmdty for those wishing to 
make this field of problem wildlife control a career. The ADFG would gain greater 
knowledge o f our wildlife and they would have opportunity to gather data and extend 
their efforts towards wildlife management and conservation. Local law enforcement 
would be able to concentrate on tasks that are more related to the fields they have been 
trained in. Issues of public safety and health regarding issues between wildlife and 
humans would be minimized.

Thank you for devoting your time and energy to considering this bill. I hope that you will 
exercise wisdom and sound judgment as you review this proposal.

Sincerely,

R o b e rt D o ran
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A ME N D ME N T

OFFERED IN THE SENATE
TO: SB 205

1 Page 2, line 19, following "m am m als":

2 Insert"^

3 (13) au thorizing  the com m issioner of transporta tion  and public

4 facilities to designate employees of the D epartm ent of T ransporta tion  and Public

5 Facilities to take o r otherwise control beaver th a t interfere w ith culverts o r the

6 d ra inage  of w a ter ad jacen t to state  roads and highw ays"

7

8 Page 3, line 9:

9 Delete "2002"

10 Insert "2003"

11

12 Page 3, line 10:

13 Delete "2002"

14 Insert "2003"
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B u s y  c r e w

b a t t l e s

b e a v e r s
By TIM MOWTTY 
Staff Writer

A ra n k  sm ell Rowed o u l o f  the la rg o  cu lvert a t 
3  M ile  Cheno H o l'S p rin g s  Road n« J im m y Ly le 
watched a tric k le  o f  muddy, gray w ater ooze ou t 
o f  the pipe.

" I  am ell b e ave r,"  said Ly le , peering into the 
cu lvert.

A ll Ly le  could see was a s liv e r o f  d ay ligh t at the 
o th e r end o f  the cu lve rt. An asso rtm en t o f  che- 
wed-ofT Bticks, branches and logs th a t Ly le and 
his tw o co-w orkers. M a rty  B ranv ille  and Chuck 
N ichols , had pu lled  ou t o f  the  cu lve rt were piled 
at on e  side.

A ll th ree  men a re  heavy equipm ent operato rs 
fo r  th e  D epartm en t o f  T ran sp o rta tion . They 
epend moat o f  th e ir  tim e driv ing snowplows, 
g raders, bnckhnea and hydrn-nxes.

B u t th is tim e o f  the y ea r, they nro m embers o f  
DO T 's benver p a tro l, a crew  o f w ader-wearing 
w orke rs  whose jo b  it is to  undo w hat A laska's 
largest rodents do eve ry fa l l— plug up  culvorta 
and bu ild  dams th a t jeopa rd ize  tho In te r io r ’s rood 
system .

It's  a d irty  job  bu t som ebody has to  do it.
" K in d  o f  like w ork ing  in  a sow e r,"  is how 

N ichols phrased it as he ducked in to th e  cu lvert 
to sh o rten  a chuin.

Each yea r. D O T  spends thousands o f  do lla rs 
and hundreds o f  m anhou rs ripp ing o u t beaver 
dams and unp lugging cu lve rts . L e d  unattended , 
the p lugged cu lve rts nnd dam s th rea ten  to  wash 
o u l rood s and Rood basements and sep tic systems 
in res id un lia l areas— a com m on d ilem m a along 
beaver-in fested Badger S lough .

W h ile  the trio  o f  B ran v illo , Ly le, N icho ls wore 
busy w ith  the cu lv o rt on C hen a  H ot Sp ring s Rood, 
two m o re  DOT w orke rs  wure up the Steese 
H ighway leu nng  dam s ou t n t K okom o C reek  near 
C hatan ika . D O T  crews had a lready paid a few 
visits th is fo il to H u n t  and Laurance roads, two 
o th e r p rob lem  spots a long  Badger S lough  in 
N orth  Po le .

" I t ' s  a spendy jo b  w ith the m anpow er and 
equ ipm ent we p u l tow ard i t ,"  aaid D O T  super­
v isor S tove  C la rkson .

b o th  N ichols and B ran v ille  were w earing inau- 
la led -neoprene cheat wadera and insu lated rubber 
elbow gloves to w ord olT tho c h illy  3 0  degree tem ­
pe ratu re . a biting b reeze and sp itting  snow .

See BEAVER PvaeA.7

Tim
CLEARING CULVEHT— Chuck Nichot$^a w orke r lor tho A laska Departm ent o f Transportation , prepares 
to insort a grapp ling hook in to  a c u h /o r rw 3  M ile Chena Hot Springs Road on  Tuesday to c lea r out the 
dam  built b y  beave rs . ^

H i g h e r  g o l d  p r i c e s  b o l s t e r  A l a s k a  p r o j e c t s
The Asaodstad Puna

A N C H O RA G E— A recent sp ike in 
gold prices cou ld s tim u la te  m ine de­
ve lopm ent in A laska, atate o ffic ia ls  
predict. T h e  price o f  go ld has sh o t up 
by nearly  $ 7 0  an ounce aince rnid-Sep- 
tem ber, w ith  the London price fixed 
n t $323 F rid ay  a fte rnoon .

It's a .d ram n trc  tu rn a rou nd  fo r  the 
precious m e ta l, which languished in 
the do ld rum a fo r m o re  than th roe

Rick Van N iawenhuyae, p residen t o f  
N o v a G a ld  R e s o u rc e s  In c . and  
E tru scan  Inc., two ju n io r  m in ing  com- 
poniea tha t operato in A laska , the 
Yu kon  and W est A frica.

N iawonhuyeo predicts th a t gold 
w ill creep up to $350 on ounce ove r 
the  next two to th ree m on th s . " B a ­
s ica lly , analysts are seeing demand 
ou tstripp ing  sup p ly ,"  he said .

trn l banka in E u rop e  aaid they  would 
cap th a ir so la  o f  go ld  ove r th e  next 
fivo yea rs  a t 4 00  m e tric  tons— about 
10 .6  m i llio n  troy  ounces.

"T h a t 's  a m inuscu lo am ou n t,"  aaid 
S ta ve  B o re ll, oxccutiva d ire c to r o f  the 
A laska  M inora A ssocia tion . And with 
loos go ld on  the m a rk e t , pnees tend to 
rise.

Th o  p rice recovery has a lso  been

prices fo r the m ining companies, some 
analysts a re being cautious about 
go ld's long-te rm  fu tu re .

No m in ing company w ill change 
what it's do ing righ t sw ay, said D ick 
Sw oinbank , a m ining specialist w ith 
the A laska D epartm en t o f  Comm unity 
and Economic Development. "T h ey 're  
going to  take i  wait-and-see approach 
fo r  two o r th roe m on th * ."

P i n o c h <

e x t r a d i

a p p r o v e
Tha New  Yovk TVtws

LO N D O N — A London court 
Gen. A ugvs la Pinochet o f  Ch ile  c 
Spa in  to stand tria l on  lo rtu i 
chargee.

Th o  deputy ch ie f magistrate 
M agistrates C ou rt, Roncld B a rtli 
conditions era in  p lace" fo r t l 
fo rm e r Chilean d ic ta to r from  Lo 
fnca one charge o f  conspiracy 
charges o f  tho to rtu re  o f  individu.- 

W h ile  there have been a nt 
cou rt decisions since Pinochet's 
F rid ay 's was the firs t lo  be baso 
ia accused o f ra th e r than sim pl)
h ia a r r e a l

P in ochot was excused from  
packed chamber because o f  hia fa 
a de fian t statem en t read by C livi 
law yer, he protested his innoccn 
the victim  o f a p o litica l conspirm r 

In  Ch ile , righ ts advocates am 
che t-sre  victims celebrated whil 
expressed bitte r diad fpo intm unl. 
reaction to the ru lin g  was gcnci 
were sm all competing marches 
b u t th ey  were peaceful.

H ia  lawyer* have 15 days to 
appea l lo  tha H igh C ourt, nnd 

S*

I R H A  r u  
o v e r t u r n
By SEAN COCKERHAM 
Staff Writer

T h a  AJaalu Suprem e C ou rt oi 
re tr ia l in  tho cam  o f  a woman wh 
tho In la r io r  Regional Housing A 
2-year-o ld  ch ild died in a F o rt Yu!

Tw o yea rs ago a ju r y  found tt 
responsib le fo r the Feb rua ry 199 
C a rlo . Th o  ju ry  awarded a $48 ( 
C a rlo '*  m other, Denise James, • 
N o rth  Po le .

T h e  LRHA'a subsequent appen 
tr ia l ju dge , F a irban ks Superio r C 
S te in k ru g o r, erred in deciding 
housing au tho rity  should be held 
tenance standards ra  landlords.

T h a t is because the IRHA  u 
ag reem ent that gives the buyer a 
ownersh ip in  the home, pa rtly  in 
care o f  a l l tho home maintenance.

S te in lou g e r had ru led  Ih o l tl. 
covered under the A laska Landlo i 
and the re fo re  the maintenan 
cannot leg a lly  be tran s fe rred  to tei 

B u t the stata Suprem o C our 
IRH A , ru lin g  tha t tho housing ou 
ating un d a r a federa l law  that o> 
law .



ia.u>ii uiuy tu uescunU U1U1 oar- 
bonam  on an  island.

"W h ilo  no t su rv iva l on  the 
edge o f  death , it's a  very fo rb id ­
ding is land ,”  B u rn e tt said . " I 'm , 
su re th e re ’s going to  bs m a jo r 
conflicts, bu t 1 don ’ t expect them  
to be hun tin g  each o th e r w ith 
spears.”
. In fact, the re w ill be ru le s  to

ne s t sum m er.
N ea l C ab le r, a u th o r o f  " L i fe  

Th e  M ov ie ," said the p rog ram  
may seem ou trageous b u t re flec ts  
tho  evo lu tion  o f  p o pu la r cu ltu re . 
Peop le  w ant lo  see rea l hum an 
behavio r, not fic tiona l e n te r ta in ­
m ent, he said.

" L i fe  has th row n  up to us so 
m any in te resting  n a rra tive s  th a t

fic tion  can ’ t cotnpu lu ,”  ( fa b le r  
said . "H ow  can anyth ing in con­
ven tion a l en te rta inm en t compete 
w ith an O .J . Sim pson o r  a 
M onica Lew insky? W o now w ant 
tho re a l th ing .”

B u rn e tt  had a much s im p le r 
e x p lan a tion : "P e o p le  lik e  lo  
watch o th e r people in un com fo rt­
ab le s itu a tion s ."

H O U S IN G  B E A V E R :  R oden ts
Continued bom Pegs A-l 
fo r  the m a in tenance o f  tho 
dw elling on the fam ily ,”  li ie  S u ­
preme C ou rt ru lin g  states.

Bu t the high cou rt a lso s ta led  
tha t Jam es is en titled  to a new 
tr ia l because the IR H A  may 
have— by engaging in  ongoing 
m aintenance and rep a ir— in f a d  
accepted responsib ility fo r  the 
furnace in he r home.

"T hu s , IRH A  may have v o lu n ­
ta rily  assumed a du ty  to inspect 
fo r  hazardous p rob lem s w ith tho 
fu rnace and m ay be liab le  fo r 
negligent fa ilu re  lo  d iscover and 
rem edy such cond ition s ," the S u ­
preme C ou rt ru led .

T h e  h o u s in g  a u t h o r i t y ’ s 
law yer, T racey  (O iutson , coun­
te red th a t th e  fu rn ace  had 
no th ing to do w ith the fire . 
’.’ H onestly  I d o n ’ t th in k  tho 
p la in tiffs  can p reva il on tha t 
th e o ry ,"  she said.

The Anchorngo-bnscd Knu tson  
said expert testim ony shows tha t 
tha fire  began ’ in Jam es ’ bed­
room , possib ly from  sm oking .

Th e  ju r y  on ly  found IR H A  li ­
ab le, she said , a fte r  com peting 
testim ony ove r w hethe r on e o f  
the sm oke detectors was w orking .

U nde r the s ta te  lan d lo rd  act, 
rRHA  was considered responsib le 
fo r  tho sm oko detectors , Knu tson  
said. B u t th o  Sup rem e C ou rt 
ru led  tha t the s la te  low  does not 
apply.

"U n d e r fed e ra l law  ... (Jam es ) 
is specifica lly responsib le fo r  
m a in ta in ing  the sm oke d e tec to r,’ ’ 
she said.

F a irb an ks a tto rney  M ike Step- 
ovich, w ho rep resen ts Jam es, dis­
agreed w ith K nu tson ’ s nsserlm n 
tha t the ju r y  hough l he r a rg u ­
m en t a b o u t w here  th e  f ire  
started .

"T h e  ju r y  found th a t the fire  
started , as fa r  as I  was concerned, 
in  the fum nco room ,”  he snid.

Th e  IR H A  bears responsib ility  
fo r  the fire , said Stepovich , who 
is c o n f id e n t  re g a rd in g  h is  
chances in tho new In a l.

"T h e  housing nu thon ty  signed 
o f f  on those houses w ith the 
p rob lem s th a t were in place and 
never did rec tify  any o f  the fu r ­
nace p rob lem s," Stepovich as­
serted.

Continued from Psge A-l

A fam ily  o f  fo u r beavers had 
plugged the cu lve rt w ith a co llec­
tion  o f  rocks, mud and sticks 
about ha lfw ay in to  the 3 0 - fo o t 
cu lvert. The cu lve rt wna a lm ost 
fille d  w ith w ater on the  n o rth  
side o f  tho rond bu t on ly  a sm a ll 
s tream  flowed ou t on the sou th  
side.

Ly le , B rnnv ille  and N icho ls 
hod a lready shoved a f.-inch pipe 
th rough  the length o f  cu lve rt , a t ­
tached a chain to one end and 
pu lled  tho chain back th rough  
the cu lve rt, a llow ing  them  to  a t ­
tach a series o f  th re e  g rapp ling  
hooks to  one end o f  the chain 
w hile  connecting the  o th e r end to 
a winch on a hydro-ax.

T h o ’plnn wna sim p le : Y a n k  the 
dam  ou t o f  the cu lvert.

"T a k e  hur nn o u t ,"  N ichols 
ye lled  to Ly le  when the hooks 
were seL

T h e  winch cab le began m oving 
and the chnm tightened.

’ ’ VVe've g o t s o m e t h in g . "  
N ich oK specu la lcd . .

B u t t l . '  hook popped’ u l f  w ha t­
e ve r i t  w anchored to nnd the 
chain slocked. It  caugh t again 
on ly  to pu ll loose again. A fte r 20  
m inu tes o f  w inching, the beave r 
pn tro l had on ly  a few  stick s to 
show  fo r  th e ir e ffo rts .

post few yenra w ith the beaver 
popu la tion  th riv ing , he noted.

Young  h im se lf took care o f  the 
fo u r beaver responsib le fo r  p lug­
g ing the Chcnn H o t Sp ring s Road 
cu lv e rt . H e trapped two and shot 
two. T h e  hides w ill bo salvaged 
and used fo r  educationa l p u r­
poses. he snid.

W ithou t water to live in . the 
beavers w ou ldn ’ t have survived 
the w in te r, said Young.

"O u r  ph ilosophy is instead o f 
hav ing them  f r ( « e  o u l du ring
the w in te r and go to waste, we 
m ight as well t ry  lo  salvage the 
beaver and get som e use ou t o f  
th em ,"  he said.

. Young  said the m a jo r ity  o f 
beaver ca lls  F ish and G am e gets 
come from  landow ners upset tha t 
beavers o re  chew ing down trees 
in th e ir  yard .

" I f  they on ly  hove u couple 
trees we recomm end they fence 
them  ofT ," said Young. “ I f  i t ’s an 
area where the re  are alw ays 
b e a v e r  nnd  i t ’ s a  c h ro n ic  
p rob lem , tike Badger S lough , 
we’ re  m o re lik e ly  to (k i l l )  th em ."

In  the  post, F ish  and Game 
has issued a hand fu l o f  special
p e rm its  to trappe rs fo r  beaver 

the

"W e  need the b ig h o o k ,"  B ra n ­
v ille  suggested to Ly le  who came 
back lo  su rvey  the s itu a tion ? - - '

T h e  "b ig  h o o k ,"  nn iron  d aw  
abou t th ree  feet w ide, w ou ld a r ­
riv e  la te r  in the day but it w ou ld 
s t i l l take  the beaver p a tro l an- 
o lh o r  2H days o f  w ork  nnd the 
he lp  o f  a bnckhoe lo  c le a r the c u l­
vert. Fo rtuna te ly , tho pipes ru n ­
n ing along the bottom  o f  the 
cu lv e rt tha t D O T  uses lo  steam  
thaw  froxen cu lve rts d idn 't get 
ripped o u l so they w ou ldn ’ t have 
to  be replaced.

B iolog ists and trappe rs k i l l b e ­
tween one and two doxen n u i­
sance beavers a yea r, said a rea 
m a n a g em e n t b io lo g i s t  D o n  
Young w ith the A laska D epa rt­
ment o f  F ish and Game. Th e  
num be r has been going up tho

p rob lem s in the low er Chena 
R ive r. T h is  yea r, Young  aaid the 
pe rm its  w ill be issued to  the 
A la ska  T ra p p e rs  A ssoc ia tion , 
which w ill use the p e rm it! to  

| teach kids the a r t  o f  beaver trap ­
ping-

"T h e  big p ic tu re is thn t wo're 
try in g  to monnge the low er 
Chena R ive r and low er Badger 
S lough  fo r  consum ptive nnd non- 
consum ptive u s e ,"  said Young. 
"W e 're  try in g  to m nnipu la to  the 
popu la tion  sa we don 't have too 
m any nuisance ca lls and we s t ill 
have beavers a round  fo r  the 
pub lic lo  view .”

a#iui» next y e a r , tuud Van ftiu- 
wenhuyse, whoso company has 
th roe  exp lo ra tion  p ro jects near 
N ome.

system 2000  brings
HOME HEATING INTO 
THE 2IST CENTURY.

0  S iv ln g s  on yom cu n sn l 
hosting bills 

0  V irtually un llm ilad ho i 
w i la i

M«Un po«4lbl« tMCJUM 
Erxirgy Kinetics' System 
2000'* it not anolhar 
"new-* boiler t>aaod on okJ 
technology, but • 
revolutionary total healing 
ayvlwm that opsralea at 
unmatched efficiency.*If you're looking for auperior comfort, com­bined with energy m v - lng» . Call today for a freo brochure
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ARCTIC TECHNICALS H I F T U I C C K

m m
Where Kids and Music Cami

M01

M01

Ages 6 -1 4 ..^ 3 5

Ages 3-5,... 45
Singing, Choreogra 

Performance and Fun, Fi 
-1 Call Today 452-543

H M inw M um
O c t o b e r  F e a t u r e

Sundoy-Thursday
ALL YOU CAN EAT 
DUP1GENESS CRAB

. \£  Our Fabulous Royal
*  S U R F  &  T U R F  F O R  :

Enjoy a rom antic fireside dinner fo r  It 
Feature: Lobster, Prime Rib 4 King Crab
Dinner: S-10pm Nlgtuly • Lounge Open 3pm Sal./’ 

15 • 16 Ml Qiena Hot Springs Road• 488-58

S ta te  H om e B u ild e r , CoJ  

M u s h  t o  B u i l d
Come sec ihc

FR E E  TRADESHOYV
at the

PR IN C ESS H O T E L

FRIDAY-Oct. 8th/10am-8pm SATURDAY-Oct. 9th7
Sponsored by the Interior Alaska Building Association 

Check out the Best in the Building Industry

19,  I f o p p y  B i r t & d a y

( M i c h a e l  _  ,
Mum, Dud, r

Y e a ! Y e a I Y e a !

I N T E R  D E C O R
M O H A W K ’

f _ a. — 0 0 • a «■ •

Tired of playing the waiting g, 
CDs because you think inlcro 
might go up? With NBA's Up 
you can take advantage nf the, 
rate of a 12-month term right m 
have the option, once during ilu 
increase your interest rate if rate: 
So you’ll come nut ahead, nu man 
Sound like a good idea? Jusl give i


