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Title: Digital Orthoimagery & Elevation Data__________ BRU: ________________

_________________________________________ Component: ________________
Sponsor House Resources Committee ________________
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Expenditures/Revenues_____________________________ (Thousands of Dollars)________________

STATE OF ALASKA Fiscal Note Number: 1____________
2001 LEGISLATIVE SESSION Bill Version: HJR 19

(H) Publish Date: 3/29/01_________

Not' ' Amounts do not include inflation unless otherwise noted below.
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Perse.. M Services
Trav.y.
Contrf.ctual
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Estimate of any current year (FY2001) cost: 0.0
POSITIONS
Full-time
Part-time
Temporary
ANALYSIS: (Attach a separate page if necessary)

It is estimated that there will be no fiscal impact from this resolution.
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State Capitol

House Resources Committee
House Joint Resolution 19 Sponsor Statement

"Urging the United States Congress to pass legislation to fund the acquisition of high- 
resolution digital orthoimagery and digital elevation data fortho entire state of Alaska."

O rthoim agery  com bines the im age ch aracteris tics of aerial photography  with th e  geom etric  qualities 
of a  m ap . Major u s e s  of th is im agery include hazard  prevention  an d  public safety , land tran sfe r p rog ram s, 
re so u rce  a s se s sm e n t, exploration and  developm ent, an d  com m unity an d  econom ic developm ent.

C urren t m a p s  and  im agery of A laska a re  very old, inaccura te  an d  of limited u sefu ln ess . T h e  
majority of our cu rren t m ap s w ere p roduced  in th e  19 5 0 s an d  th e  la test sta tew ide im agery  w a s p ro d u ced  
mainly be tw een  1978 an d  1982. Neither of th e se  m apping efforts reflects th e  curren t conditions of A laska 's 
lan d sca p e  a n d  environm ent. In addition, both  are  in analog  form an d  a re  difficult to incorporate into 
m odern  geo graph ic  information system s.

Reliable g eograph ic  d a ta  is n e c e ssa ry  for th e  econom ic an d  resou rce  developm ent of our s ta te . 
O rthoim agery  a n d  digital elevation d a ta  for A laska will greatly  e n h a n c e  our land m an ag em en t capabilities 
and  benefit re so u rce  developm ent an d  conservation  a s  well a s  public a c c e s s , recreation , safety , 
em erg en cy  re sp o n se  to wild fires an d  o ther natural d isa s te rs , design  an d  m an ag em en t of tran sporta tion  
corridors, com m unity developm ent an d  tourism , environm ental a s s e s s m e n ts  an d  perm itting. M ost of th e  
co term inous s ta te s  now  h ave th is technology an d  geological inform ation available to them . T h is resolution  
s e e k s  to  en co u rag e  C o n g -ess  to  offer th e  s a m e  benefit to A laska th a t it h a s  provided to o th e r s ta te s .

T he d a ta  m an ag em en t for th e se  g eograph ic  sy s te m s  striv es to provide a  nationally co n s is ten t an d  
co st effective m e a n s  to  sh a re  geospatial d a ta  a t all levels of governm en t an d  industry. An In te rn e t-b ased  
netw ork, th e  A laska G eospatial D ata C learinghouse (AGDC), would b e  th e  initial focal point w h ere  d a ta  
u se rs  could a c c e s s  th e  digital orthoim agery a n d  elevation  d a ta  p roduced  by th e  initiative. C urrently AGDC 
is investigating  th e  potential of setting  up a n  in -state  repository  for th is d a ta  in th e  S u p erco m p u ter Facility 
a t th e  University of Alaska, Fairbanks. Doing so  would provide real-tim e a c c e s s  an d  long-term  
m an ag em en t of th e  d a ta  an d  an  im portant, se co n d a ry  d a ta  archive site  in addition to  th e  E arth  R e so u rc e  
O bservation  S y stem s (ERO S) D ata C en te r in Souix Falls, S ou th  D akota.

O v er 5 0  o rganizations have e x p re sse d  su p po rt for th is m apping effort. O rgan izations including 
R eso u rce  D evelopm ent Council (RDC), A laska Land M an ag ers  Forum  (ALMF), Arctic Pow er, Inc. a n d  th e  
A laska A irm en's A ssociation a s  well a s  m an y  s ta te  d ep artm en ts , native corporations, oil co m p an ie s , th e  
F edera l Aviation Adm inistration (FAA), Environm ental Protection A gency (EPA), th e  US Fish & Wildlife 
Serv ice an d  th e  US D epartm ent of th e  Interior B ureau  of Land M anag em en t (BLM), th e  N ature 
C onservancy , D ucks Unlimited an d  th e  S ierra  Club.

Given th e  n um ero u s ad v a n ta g e s  of digitally a c ce ss ib le  geophysical d a ta  an d  its Dfccd support, I 
en co u rag e  your positive consideration  of th is resolution.
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February 9,2001

Randy P h illip s  
• A laska S ta te  Legislature 

State C ap ito l (M S  3100)
' Juneau, A la sk a  99801-1182

D ear S en a to r P h illip s:

Thank y o u  f o r  th e  letter on the A laska G ee graphic D ata Com m ittee Orthoim agery Initiative. I 
appreciate y o u r  concern fo r federal funding o f  digital elevation, m odeling and orthoim agery efforts 
in  A laska. W e  w o u ld  all like to h av e  better topographic data an d  orthoim agery fo r  Alaska.

It is m y  u nd ers tan d in g  that this y e a r  the U . S. Geological S urvey  (USGS) has included  an 
approxim ately  $6  M M  Initiative in  their federal FFY02 budget subm ittal to C ongress for the Alaska 
O rthoim agery  Initiative. I  also understand  other Interior D epartm ent agencies m a y  supplement this 
request. A s  p a r t  o f  the norm al federal budget process, this In itia tive is now progressing  through the 
various s te p s  th a t are required o f  a ll federal budgets. D N R  applauds the federal recognition o f  the 
shortcom ings o f  topographic elevation  data and orthoimagery in  A laska and w e  certainly  support the 
funding e ffo rt th ey  are m aking to address the issue.

This in itia tiv e  is  becom ing a  part o f  the President’s budget an d  funding has a lready  been officially 
requested. E ndorsem ents w ill p robably  n o t affect the outcom e o f  this initiative in  th e  federal Office 
o f  M an ag em en t an d  Budget o ne w ay  or the other and i f  the In itia tive reaches th e  Senate 
A ppropriations Com m ittee, I  beiieve the chances are good th a t i t  w ill receive favorable 
consideration-

DNR su p p o rts  the'w ork that the A laska Geologic D ata C om m ittee is doing to b rin g  this matter to 
the a tten tio n  o f  the USGS N ational M apping Division at the n ational IeveL

P a tP o u rc h o t
C om m issio n er



L E T T E R S  O F  E N D O R S E M E N T  S U M M A R Y  L IS T

R esource D evelopm ent Council for A laska, Inc 
A laska Land M anagers Forum  
A rctic  Pow er Inc.
In stitu te  o f  the North
A laska A irm en’s Association, Inc.

A ssociation  o f  A N C SA  Regional Corporation Presidents and C EO s, Inc.
N A N A  Corporation
T an an a  Chiefs Conference, Inc.
C alis ta  Corporation 
C hugach  A laska Corporation 
B ering S traits Native Corporation 
A htna Inc.
A rctic S lope Regional Corporation.
Bristol Bay Native Corporation

State o f  A laska Dept, o f Natural Resources
S tate  o f  A laska Dept, o f  Com m unity and Econom ic D evelopm ent
S tate  o f  A laska Dept, o f  Environm ental Conservation
S tate  o f  A laska Dept, o f  Fish and Game
S tate  o f  A laska Dept, o f  labor and W orkforce D evelopm ent
S tate  o f  A laska Cooperative Extension Service

A lyeska Pipeline Service Com pany 
Phillips Alaska Inc.
BP Exploration (A laska) Inc.
URS Corporation 
A croM ap U.S.
Racal Pelagos
E vergreen  Helicopters o f  Alaska, Inc.
G coN orth

N ational Digital Orthophoto Program 
US A ir Force
Federal A viation Adm inistration 
"C A P S T O N E ” Project
N ational O ceanic and Atm ospheric A dm inistration 
Join t Pipeline Office 
C orps o f  Engineers 
C ensus Bureau
E nvironm ental Protection Agency 
US Fish and W ildlife Service 
B ureau o f  Land M anagem ent



4 0 . N ational Park Service
4 1 . B ureau o f  Indian Affairs
4 2 . U S Forest Service
43. A laska Soil and  W ater C onservation D istrict

4 4 . N orth S lope B orough
4 5 . M unicipality  o f  A nchorage
46 . M atanuska-Susitna Borough

47. T h e  N ature C onservancy o f  A laska
48 . D ucks U nlim ited  National O ffice
49. D ucks U nlim ited  W estern Regional O ffice
50. S ierra C lub

5 1. M anagem ent Association fo r Private Photogram m etric Surveyors
52. A m erican Society  o f  Photogram m etry and Rem ote Sensing
53. Urban Regional Inform ation System s A ssociation



EXCERPT FROM: ALASKA SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY FOUNDATION NEWSLETTER

M arch 2001

A ST F Invests  In Project that P av es  th e  W ay for Better, More A ccurate M aps of A laska

A laska rem ain s th e  least-m app ed  s ta te  in th e  nation. F o r useful m aps, A laskans 
d e te rm in e  the  specifications for th e  m ap s s o  th e  resulting product is useful for the m any 
app lications th a t A laskans will u se  h igher resolution im ages for: mining exploration, 
environm ental monitoring, land u se  ch an g es , reso u rce  a s s e s s m e n t a n d  o thers. W hile 
v en d o rs  an d  different governm ent ag e n c ie s  p ropose different m apping  s tan d ard s , th e  
ch a llen g e  is to  have both  public an d  private u se rs  define requ irem ents so  th e  A laskan en d  
u s e r  h a s  a  product th a t is useful a n d  cost effective.

At its Feb ruary  Board M eeting in Ju n eau , th e  ASTF B oard  of D irectors voted  to support 
a  5 2 0 ,0 0 0  project that would provide different sam ple  products s o  A laskans can  be tte r 
de te rm ine  u se r requirem ents. ASTF is working with a  num ber of key v en d o rs  {Aeromap, 
In term ap, etc.) who h av e  com petitive technologies (airborne vs. satellite , etc .) to p roduce 
a  ca ta lo g  of products. T he catalog will help A laskans determ ine appropriate  m apping 
s ta n d a rd s  for different applications. T he project will a lso  involve th e  A laska G eographic 
D ate  C om m ittee, United S ta tes  Geological Survey (U SG S) and  private u se rs  su ch  a s  
m ining co m p an ie s  an d  regional corporations to take th e  next s te p  in creating  a  c o n se n su s  
on th e  d e g re e  of resolution n eed ed  in different a re a s  of th e  s ta te . The project also  will 
a lso  recom m end  the m ost useful form at for rem ote sen s in g  d a ta .

For inform ation on the A laska S cience  & T echnology Foundation (ASTF), visit the w eb 
site  a t w w w .astf.org or call (907) 272-4333.
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