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Committee Hearing for SB 87

M E M O R A N D U M

‘ TO: Senator Robin Taylor, Chair

DATE: February 20,2002

At your earliest convenience could you please schedule SB 87 for a hearing in the Senate 
Judiciary Committee. SB 87 passed from Senate State Affairs yesterday without objection and 
with a 0 fiscal note. If you have any questions please do not hesitate to contact my Chief of
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S P O N S O R  S T A T E M E N T  

Senate Bill 87
An Act providing special absentee ballots for voters in rem ote areas

SB 87 offers a voter living in remote locations the opportunity to vote using the 60-day 
special advance absentee ballot. In current statute, only voters living, working or 
travelling outside of the United States arc eligible for a 60-day special advance absentee 
ballot. However, voters living in extremely remote areas are sometimes disenfranchised 
by conditions beyond their control. Distance, terrain and natural conditions have 
prevented voters from reaching the polling place or from receiving by-mail ballots. SB 
87 will dramatically increase the window of opportunity to vote.

The recent Florida recount impressed upon us that every vote counts. Doug and Becky 
Bowers, were unable to vote in the last election due to a late freeze-up which kept them 
from crossing the river to their polling place. Larry and Rose Coy faced similar 
circumstances one year, and, were forced to charter a plane at great expense, $525, in 
order to exercise their right to vote.

Voting is the fundamental method citizens utilize to participate in our democracy. The 
health of our democracy rests on the participation of every Alaskan. While many may 
take that right for granted, there are others, like Doug and Becky Bowers, who listen in 
frustration as the election returns come in over the radio, hindered by factors beyond their 
control from making their votes count.

Simply, SB 87 assists Alaskan voters in remote areas of the state to exercise their right to 
vote. The Division of Elections already distributes the 60-day special advanced absentee 
ballots, and this legislation will not be difficult to implement. I respectfully request your 
consideration and support of SB 87.

S p o n s o r  S t a t e m e n t
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IF TONY KNOWLES, GOVERNOR

O F F I C E  O F  T H E  L T .  G O V E R N O R DIVIS IO N  O F  ELECTIONS  
P.O. B O X  110017 
JUNEAU, ALASKA $9811-0017  
PHONE: (907)465-4611

January 22,2002

The Honorable Georgianna Lincoln 
Senator, Alaska State Legislature 
State Capitol, Room 11 
Juneau, Alaska 99801

Dear Senator Lincoln:

After the first hearing o f Senate Bill 87 in the Senate State Affairs Committee, questions 
arose concerning the term "reasonable." I would like to provide to you with more 
information about permanent absentee voters.

The permanent absentee voters who would benefit from this bill arc uniquely identified 
within our voter registration system. A voter may only be designated in permanent 
absentee status by a regional election supervisor. The conditions under which a voter 
may be designated as such arc outlined in 6 AAC 25.650. This regulation has been ir. 
place since 1990. The division can assure you that there is no abuse o f this system.

Although a voter is designated as a permanent absentee voter, they must complete an 
absentee by-mail ballot application prior to receiving any ballot. The designation o f 
permanent absentee status alerts the regional election supervisors that these voters must 
be sent an absentee by-mail application per the schedule set out in 6 AAC 25.650.

Again, thank you for your efforts in promoting this legislation.

Sincerely,

Gail Fenumiai
Election Administrative Supervisor

INFORM ATION
STATEM ENT



05/04/01 ! « : «  FA I 807 451 2532 REG I I I  ELECTIONS

S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A
OFF ICE  OF  THE  LT. GOVERNOROFF ICE

Region III Elections Office 
675 7th Avenue, H3 
Fairbanks, AK 99701-4594 
PHONE (Q07) 451-2835

May 4,2001

Th e  Honorab le  Georg ianna  Lincoln 
Senator, A laska State Legislature 
State Capito l, R oom  11 
Juneau , A laska 99801

Dea r Sena to r Lincoln:

As the Reg ion  III E lect ions Supervisor, I am  respons ib le for voter registration and 
e lect ion m anagem en t throughout interior A laska and Pr ince W il l iam  Sound . Your office 
requested information regarding areas in my jurisdiction that wou ld benefit by the 
passage o f SB  87.

I h a ve  over 1,000 voters living in remote areas that have  been  classified as permanent 
absen tee  voting areas. S om e  o f these voters live In areas such as the Kantishna River, 
C o sn a  R iver, Holftna River, Takahu la Lake, In lakuk Lake, To lovana River, Chanda la r 
Lake, W ie n  Lake, F la t  Ch isana , Hea ly Lake, and other areas that do not have  regular 
mail serv ice . W ithout regular mail service, these voters have  an  extremely hard time 
exerc is ing the ir right to vote due  to the absen tee  ballot t imeframes established in 
A laska law.

E a ch  e lect ion cyc le  I rece ive requests from voters resid ing in remote areas to obtain an 
absentee ballot early be cause  of their limited ability to rece ive mall. Currently, the 
div is ion ma lls ballots approximate ly three weeks before each  e lection for regular 
absen tee  voters. Wrthout regular mail serv ice , m any  o f the voters liv ing In remote areas 
cannot rece ive the ir ballot In t ime to vote. SB  87 wou ld a llow  voters living In these 
remote a reas to obtain an advance  absen tee  ballot Just like the advance  ballot 
priv i leges afforded to overseas voters.
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R u t h  M .  a n d  L a n y  F .  C o y  
P . O .  B o x  5 1 5  
N c n a n a ,  A l a s k a  9 9 7 6 0

D e a r  S e n a t o r  L i n c o l n ,

W e  a r e  w r i t i n g  t o  y o u  i n  s u p p o r t  o f  S e n a t e  B i l l  8 7 .  W e  s u p p o r t  t h i s  b i l l  b e c a u s e  o f  
t h e  f a c t  t h a t  L a r r y  c h a r t e r e d  a  f l i g h t  i n  t o  t o w n  t o  v o t o  o n  a  s u b j e c t  t h a t  w e  
c o n s i d e r e d  i m p o r t a n t .  T h i s  c h a r t e r  f l i g h t  c o s t  u s  $ 5 2 5 . 0 0 .  E v e n  t h o u g h  w h a t  w e  h a d  
v o t e d  o n  d i d  n o t  p a s s  a t  l e a s t  w e  v o t e d  o n  t h e  s u b j e c t .  I f  t h e r e  w a s  a  6 0  d a y  
w i n d o w  f o r  a b s e n t e e  b a l l o t s  i n s t e a d  o f  t h e  3 0  d a y s  i t  w o u l d  b e  o f  c o n s i d e r a b l e  h e l p  
t o  t h e  b u s h  r e s i d e n t s  a n d  t h e y  w o u l d  b e  a b l e  t o  c a s t  t h e i r  b a l l o t s  o n  im p o r t a n t  
i s s u e s .

S i n c e r e l y ,

} j A /<■ WVvt •
R u t h  M .  a n d  L a r r y  E .  C o y  '\J



TOLOVANA ROADHOUSE 
TOLOVANA, ALASKA  

BOX 281 
NENANA,ALASKA 99760 

PHONE/FAX 907.832.5258 
EMAIL- tolovana@ pocketmall.com

S e n a to r  G e o r g ia n a  L in co ln  
S ta te  C a p ito l B ldg.
J u n e a u  AK  99801

1/30/01

Dea r  S ena to r ,

T h a nk  you  for a ttend ing  to  the  leg is la t ion  that w il l a l low  our fam ily  to vo te in  the  fall 
e le c t ions .
T h e  is s u e  that started the letter to you o n  th is matter w a s  the  p res iden t ia l e le c t io n  th is 
fall, c o u p le d  w ith a late freeze  up. W e  couldn"t get a c ro ss  the  T o lo v a n a  to M an le y  Hot 
S p r in g s  (our no rm a l po l l ing  p lace) or across  the  un fro zen  lakes a n d  s lo ughs  to 
N e n a n a  to v o te  a ques t ion  ba llo t ( I'm not sure if they  w ou ld  h a v e  let us  vo te  that way 
anyhow } . W e  know  it ha s  h a p p e n e d  to our n e ig h b o rs  up  the  K an t is hna  in th e  past.

It is frustrating to listen to the e le c t ion  returns on  the  rad io know ing  you  weren't ab le  to 
part ic ipate . By e x tend ing  the s co p e  of the  60 d a y  o v e r s e a s  a b s e n te e  ba llot m a n y  
d is e n f ra n ch is e d  A laskans l iv ing in the bu sh  w ill b e  a b le  to e x e rc is e  the ir right to vote.

mailto:tolovana@pocketmall.com


S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A
O F F IC E  O F  T H E  LT. G OV ERN O R / Division of Elections 

P.O. Box 110017 
Juneau, Alaska 99811-001' 
PHONE (907) 465-4611

Feb rua ry  16, 2001

T h e  H o n o ra b le  G e o rg la n n a  L inco ln  
Sena to r , A la ska  S ta te  Leg is la tu re  
S tate  C ap ito l ,  R o om  11 
J u n ea u , A la ska  99801

D ea r  S en a to r  L inco ln :

T h a nk  you  for a l low ing  th e  d iv is io n  to c om m e n t  on  S e n a te  Bill 87. T h e  d iv is ion 
supports  you r efforts in ass is t ing  A laska voters in remote a reas  o f the state to 
e x e rc is e  the ir right to vote .

S e n a t e  Bill 87 e x p a n d s  the  a l low a b le  u se  o f the  60-day sp e c ia l a d v a n c e  ballot to 
A la skan s  in rem o te  lo ca t io ns . T h is  w ill a l low  add it io na l t im e for these  voters to 
r e c e iv e  the ir ballot.

T h a nk  you  for p ropos ing  this leg is la t ion . W e  b e l ie v e  it w ill h a v e  a pos it ive  im pact 
for voters in A laska's m os t rem o te  areas .

S in ce re ly ,

G a i l F e n um ia i
E le c t io n  P rog ram s S pec ia l is t


