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TO: Senator Robin Taylor, Chairman

Senate Judiciary Committee
FROM: Senator Gary Wilken

DATE: March 6, 2002

RE: Senate Bill 302 - Mental Health Professionals

I respectfully request that Senate Bill 302, Mental Health Professionals, be
scheduled for a hearing before the Senate Judiciary Committee.

Senate Bill 302 recognizes the growth in the clinical mental health profession and
broadens the definition to include all qualified mental health experts. A more
inclusive mental health professional definition increases the capacity of Alaska's
mental health system to protect our youth and adults who are experiencing acute
psychiatric crisis in our communities.

Thank you for your cooperation and assistance in scheduling a hearing.

Request for Hearing
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. Sponsor Statement o
Senate Bill 302 - Mental Health Professional Definition

Senate Bill 302 recognizes the growth in the clinical mental health profession and
broadens the "mental health professional” definition to include (1) a licensed
clinical social worker, (2) a licensed marital and family therapist, and (3) a
licensed professional counselor. The current Title 47 definition was written in
1986 prior to the passage of Alaska's licensing requirements governing these

master level mental health clinicians.

A more inclusive mental heaith professional definition increases the capacity of
the Alaska's mental health system to protect our youth and adults who are
experiencing acute psychiatric crisis in our communities. Today, not enough
mental health professionals are authorized under the current definition to
respond to some critical public safety situations, particularly in rural Alaska.
And yet there are hundreds of licensed professionals who are qualified to aid
these Alaskans, but cannot, as they do not fall within the current statutory
definition. Senate Bill 302 recognizes this problem and updates the Title 47

definition.

The expanded "mental health professional” definition, as stated in Senate Bill
302, increases the number of trained professionals who will be:

Allowed to provide mental health treatment for prisoners
e Authorized to evaluate children and minors in custody to
determine placement in residential treatment centers

Required to report incidents of harm to vulnerable adults

Allowed to conduct civil commitment evaluations

Irespectfully request your consideration and support for Senate Bill 302.
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