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T h e  H o n o r a b l e  R i c k  H a l f o r d  
P r e s id e n t  o f  t h e  S e n a t e  
A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  
S t a t e  C a p i t o l  
J u n e a u ,  A K  99811 -11 <42

D e a r  P r e s id e n t  H a l f o r d :

I  a m  t r a n s m i t t i n g  t h is  b i l l  e x t e n d in g  t h e  d a t e  f o r  p u b l i c  s c h o o l  p e r f o r m a n c e  d e s ig n a t io n s  t o  
S e p t e m b e r  2 004 , a l i g n i n g  i t  w i t h  t h e  s e c o n d a r y  s c h o o l  s t u d e n t  c o m p e t e n c y  t e s t in g  e x a m in a t io n .
A l i g n i n g  t h e  e f f e c t i v e  d a t e  o f  t h e s e  t w o  p r o g r a m s  m a k e s  s e n s e  b e c a u s e  t h e  s c h o o l  p e r f o r m a n c e  
d e s ig n a t io n s  a r e  b a s e d  o n  s t u d e n t  a c h i e v e m e n t ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  r e s u lt s  o f  t h e  c o m p e t e n c y  e x a m .

T h e  a d d i t i o n a l  t im e  w i l l  a l l o w  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  E d u c a t io n  a n d  E a r l y  D e v e l o p m e n t  to  d o  
t h in g s  r e g a r d i n g  s c h o o l  p e r f o r m a n c e  d e s ig n a t io n s :

• A l i g n  s t a t e  p r o g r a m s  w i t h  t h e  n e w  r e q u i r e m e n t s  o f  t h e  f e d e r a l  E l e m e n t a r y  a n d  
S e c o n d a r y  E d u c a t io n  A c t ;

• C o l l e c t  t h e  d a t a  n e c e s s a r y  t o  m e a s u r e  g r o w t h ;  ^
• B u i l d  t h e  c a p a c i t y  to  e f f e c t i v e l y  c o l l e c t ,  a n a ly z e ,  a n d  u s e  t h e  d a t a . -  v j V & a

C o r r e s p o n d i n g l y ,  t h e  b i l l  a ls o  d e la y s  t h e  e f f e c t i v e  d a t e  f o r  d e p a r t m e n t  r e p o r t s  a n d  m o n i t o r i n g  
t h a t  a r e  to  b e  b a s e d  o n  s c h o o l  d e s ig n a t io n s .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  t h e  b i l l  c l a r i f i e s  t h a t  s c h o o l  d e s ig n a t io n s  
a r e  i n t e n d e d  to  r e f le c t  s t u d e n t  a c h i e v e m e n t  o f  " e s s e n t ia l  s k i l l s . "  I t  is  t h o s e  s k i l l s  t h a t  s t u d e n t s  a r e  
t e s t e d  o n  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  s t a n d a r d iz e d  t e s t in g  p r o g r a m  m a n d a t e d  b y  s t a te  la w .

I u r g e  y o u r  p r o m p t  a n d  f a v o r a b le  a c t i o n  o n  t h is  m e a s u r e .

S in c e r e l y .

T o n y T / n o w l e s
Gcwernor
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R e v is io n  Date/T im e  (N o te  if correction): 
T it le  S c h o o l D e s ig n a to rs

1
S B  250
1/22/02

S p o n s o r
R e q u e s te r

R u le s

F is c a l N o te  N um ber:
B ill V e rs io n :
( S  ) P u b lis h  D ate:

D e p t . A ffected : _____________________
_BRU  T e a c h in g  a n d  L e a rn in g  S u p p o rt
C o m p o n e n t  Q u a lity  S c h o o ls _________________

E E D

G o v e r n o r C o m p o n e n t  N o . 2147

E x p e n d i t u r e s / R e v e n u e s (Thousands of Dollars)
Note: A m o u n ts  d o  no t in c lu d e  in f la t io n  u n le s s  o th e rw is e  n o ted  b e lo w .
O P E R A T IN G  E X P E N D IT U R E S F Y  2003 F Y  2004 F Y  2005 FY  2006 F Y  2007 F Y  2008
P e rso n a l S e r v ic e s
T ra ve l
C o n tra c tu a l
S u p p lie s
E q u ip m e n t
L and  & S tru c tu res
G ran ts  & C la im s
M is c e lla n e o u s

T O T A L  O P E R A T IN G 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

C A P IT A L  E X P E N D IT U R E S  i

C H A N G E  IN  R E V E N U E S  ( ) | I

F U N D  S O U R C E (T ho u s a n d s  of D o lla rs)
1002 F e d e ra l R e c e ip ts
1003 G F  M a tch
1004 G F
1005 G F/P rog ram  R e c e ip ts
1037 G F/M en ta l H e a lth
O th e r  (Specify T y p e - D o  not abbreviate)

T O T A L 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

F o i im a t e  o f  a n y  c u r r e n t  y e a r  (FY2002) c o s t : 0.0
C h e c k  t h is  b o x  (X) if  f u n d in g  fo r  t h is  b i l l  is  in c lu d e d  in  th e  G o v e r n o r ' s  F Y  2003 b u d g e t  p r o p o s a l:

P O S IT IO N S
Full- tim e
Part-time
T em po ra ry

A N A L Y S IS :  (Attach a separate page if necessary)
This bill proposes to change the implementation date for the school designator system. It would have no 
fiscal impact on the Department of Education & Early Development.

P rep a red  by: 
D iv is io n

A p p ro ved  by: 
A g e n c y

(Rovisad 9/2001 OMB)

B a rb a ra  T h o m p s o n P h o n e  465-8727
T e a c h in g  a n d  L e a rn in g  S u p p o r t D a te/T im e 1/16/02 1:06 PM

E d  M cL a in . D e p u ty  C o m m is s io n e r  o f E d u c a t io n D a te  1/16/02
E d u c a t io n  & E a r ly  D e v e lo p m e n t

C O M M I T T E E  C
F I S C A L  N O T E S
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B a c k g r o u n d -  C u r r e n t  A l a s k a  s t a t u t e s  ( S e c .  14 .03 .123  S c h o o l  A c c o u n t a b i l i t y  a n d  S e c .  
14 .0 3 .1 2 0  E d u c a t i o n  P l a n n i n g )  r e q u i r e  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  E d u c a t i o n  a n d  E a r l y  
D e v e l o p m e n t  t o  d e v e l o p  a  s y s t e m  t o  a s s ig n  e a c h  s c h o o l  i n  A l a s k a  a  d e s ig n a t i o n  o f  
D i s t i n g u i s h e d ,  S u c c e s s f u l ,  D e f i c i e n t ,  o r  I n  C r i s i s  b y  A u g u s t  2 002 . T h e  D e p a r t m e n t  is  
a ls o  c h a r g e d  a n r n  a l l y  t o  p u b l i s h  a  “ R e p o r t  C a r d  t o  t h e  P u b l i c ”  t h a t  i n c l u d e s  t h o s e  s c h o o l  
d e s ig n a t io n s  b e g i n n i n g  J a n u a r y  2 003 .

T o  d e v e l o p  a  s y s t e m  f o r  d e s ig n a t i n g  s c h o o l  p e r f o r m a n c e  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  c o n v e n e d  a  
S c h o o l  D e s ig n a t o r s  C o m m i t t e e  t o  a d v i s e  i n  t h e  d e s ig n  a n d  im p l e m e n t a t i o n  o f  t h e  s c h o o l  
d e s ig n a t o r  s y s t e m .  T h e  D e p a r t m e n t  h i r e d  c o n s u l t a n t s  f r o m  t h e  N a t i o n a l  C e n t e r  f o r  t h e  
I m p r o v e m e n t  o f  E d u c a t i o n a l  A s s e s s m e n t ,  I n c .  ( C e n t e r  f o r  A s s e s s m e n t )  t o  w o r k  w i t h  t h e  
C o m m i t t e e  a n d  D e p a r t m e n t  t o w a r d s  e s t a b l i s h i n g  p r i n c i p l e s  a n d  g u i d e l i n e s  w i t h i n  w h i c h  
t h e  s c h o o l  d e s ig n a t o r  s y s t e m  w o u l d  b e  d e v e l o p e d .

G o a ls - W e  a s s u m e  t h a t  t h e  p r im a r y  i n t e n t  o f  a s s i g n i n g  s c h o o l  d e s ig n a t io n  l a b e l s  i s  t o  s p u r  
s t r e n g t h e n e d  e d u c a t i o n a l  s e r v i c e s  t o  a l l  s t u d e n t s  a n d  t o  i n f o r m  t h e  p u b l i c .  T h e  d e s i r e d  
lo n g - t e r m  o u t c o m e  o f  t h e  S c h o o l  D e s ig n a t o r  S y s t e m  t h e r e f o r e  s h o u ld  b e  b e t t e r  s c h o o l s ,  
b e t t e r - e d u c a t e d  s t u d e n t s ,  a n d  m o r e  i n f o r m e d  p u b l i c  a n d  p o l i c y m a k e r s .  T h e  s c h o o l  
d e s ig n a t o r  s y s t e m  h a s  b e e n  d e s ig n e d  t o  c o n t r i b u t e  t o  s t r e n g t h e n e d  e d u c a t i o n ,  b e  
a p p r o p r ia t e  f o r  t h e  w i d e  r a n g e  o f  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  o f  A l a s k a  p u b l i c  s c h o o l s ,  a n d  b e  
t e c h n i c a l l y  s o u n d ,  l e g a l l y  d e f e n s ib l e ,  a n d  p o l i t i c a l l y  a c c e p t a b le  t o  a  w i d e  r a n g e  o f  
s t a k e h o ld e r s .

I n d i c a t o r s  U s e d  T o  D e t e r m i n e  S c h o o l  D e ;  ig n a t i o n s - T h e  S c h o o l  D e s ig n a t o r  S y s t e m  
( S D S )  w i l l  b a s e  a s s ig n m e n t  o f  s c h o o l  d e s ig n a t io n s  u p o n ,  s t u d e n t  p e r f o r m a n c e  o n  s t a t e  
b e n c h m a r k  a n d  H S G Q E  a s s e s s m e n t s ,  c o m m e r c i a l  n o r m - r e f e r e n c e d  t e s t s ,  a n d  d r o p o u t  
r a t e  ( f o r  h i g h  s c h o o ls ) .  S t u d e n t  p e r f o r m a n c e  m e a s u r e s  w i l l  i n c l u d e  S t a t u s  ( m o s t  r e c e n t  
p e r f o r m a n c e  o f  s t u d e n t s  i n  t h e  s c h o o l )  a n d  G r o w t h  ( im p r o v e m e n t  o v e r  t im e  o f  s t u d e n t s  i n  
s u c c e s s i v e  g r a d e s / y e a r s ) . R e s u l t s  f r o m  t h e s e  in d i c a t o r s  w i l l  b e  c o m b i n e d  t o  i n f o r m  a  
d e c i s i o n  a b o u t  a s s ig n in g  a  d e s ig n a t io n .  A d d i t i o n a l  i n d i c a t o r s  w i l l  b e  r e p o r t e d ,  a s  p a r t  o f  
t h e  S c h o o l  R e p o r t  C a r d  t o  t h e  P u b l i c ,  b u t  w i l l  n o t  b e  u s e d  f o r  d e t e r m i n i n g  s c h o o l  
d e s ig n a t io n s .

C a l c u l a t i n g  a  S c o r e  f o r  S ta t u s - T h e  S t a t u s  s c o r e  w i l l  r e p r e s e n t  t h e  a v e r a g e  p e r f o r m a n c e  o f  
a l l  s t u d e n t s  i n  t h e  s c h o o l  o n  t h e  v a r io u s  a s s e s s m e n t s  ( i . e . ,  b e n c h m a r k  a n d  N R T s ) .  T h e  
S t a t u s  s c o r e  w i l l  b e  c a l c u l a t e d  t h r o u g h  a n  i n d e x  a s s ig n in g  p o in t s  f o r  e a c h  s t u d e n t  s c o r e  i n  
a  d e s ig n a t e d  p e r f o r m a n c e  l e v e l .  S c o r e s  w i l l  b e  a v e r a g e d  a c r o s s  s u b je c t s  a n d  g r a d e  l e v e l s .

S c h o o l  D e s i g n a t o r s -  S u m m a r y  o f  Is s u e s

P e r f o r m a n c e  o n A c c o u n t a b i l i t y
B e n c h m a r k  T e s t P o in t s

A b o v e  S t a n d a r d 150
M e e t s  S t a n d a r d 100
N e a r l y  M e e t s  S t a n d a r d 50
D o e s  N o t  M e e t  S t a n d a r d 0

A la s k a  D e p a rtm e n t o f  E d u c a tio n  a nd  E a r ly  D e v e lo p m e n t 2/11/2002
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C a l c u l a t i n g  a  S c o r e  f o r  G r o w t h - T h e  C o m m i t t e e  d e t e r m in e d  t h a t  g r o w t h  w i l l  a c c o u n t  f o r  
2/3 o f  t h e  t o t a l  d e s ig n a t o r  s c o r e .  G r o w t h  w i l l  b e  m e a s u r e s  b a s e d  o n  t h e  im p r o v e m e n t  
m a d e  b y  a  c la s s  o f  s t u d e n t s  f r o m  o n e  y e a r  t o  t h e  n e x t  y e a r .  T h i s  m e a s u r e  o f  
im p r o v e m e n t ,  i s  s e n s i t i v e  t o  “ w h e r e  s t u d e n t s  s t a r t e d ”  a n d  u : e s  c la s s e s  o f  s t u d e n t s ;  r a t h e r  
t h a n  t r a c k i n g  e x a c t l y  t h e  s a m e  s t u d e n t s .  S c o r e s  w i l l  b e  a v e r a g e d  a c r o s s  s u b j e c t s  a n d  
g r a d e  l e v e l s .

P e r s i s t e n c e / D r o p o u t  I n d e x -  T h e  C o m m i t t e e  r e c o m m e n d e d  t h a t  d r o p o u t  o r  p e r s is t e n c e  
r a t e s  s h o u l d  b e  i n c l u d e d  a s  a n  i n d i c a t o r  f o r  h i g h  s c h o o l s .  W e  r e c o m m e n d  t h a t  
p e r s is t e n c e  r a t e  b e  u s e d  in s t e a d  o f  d r o p o u t  r a t e ,  w h e r e  p e r s is t e n c e  i s  t h e  i n v e r s e  o f  
d r o p o u t s :  t h e  p e r c e n t a g e  o f  s t u d e n t s  w h o  c o n t i n u e  i n  s c h o o l .

R e p o r t  D e g r e e  o f  C e r t a in t y - A  d e g r e e  o f  c e r t a in t y  ( r e l i a b i l i t y )  w i l l  b e  r e p o r t e d  w i t h  e a c h  
s c h o o l  d e s ig n a t io n .  T h e  d e g r e e  o f  c e r t a i n t y  s h o u ld  b e  t a k e n  i n t o  c o n s id e r a t i o n  w h e n  
in t e r p r e t i n g  t h e  s c h o o l  d e s ig n a t io n .  T h e  d e g r e e  o f  c e r t a i n t y  o f  t h e  s c h o o l  d e s ig n a t i o n  
w o u l d  r e f l e c t  t h e  r e l i a b i l i t y  o r  d e c i s i o n  c o n s is t e n c y  o f  t h e  a s s ig n m e n t  o f  t h e  d e s ig n a t io n .

I m p l e m e n t a t i o n  D a t e - T h e  D e p a r t m e n t  a n d  B o a r d  a r e  p r o c e e d in g  t o  im p l e m e n t  a s  m u c h  
o f  t h e  p r o p o s e d  p l a n  a s  p o s s i b l e  b y  A u g u s t  2002 . T h i s  w i l l  i n c l u d e  s t a t u s  m e a s u r e s  o n  
t h e  b e n c h m a r k  e x a m s  a n d  T e r r a N o v a  C A T / 6  i n  g r a d e s  t l i r e e  t h r o u g h  n i n e ,  b u t  f e w  i f  a n y  
g r o w t h  m e a s u r e s .  D u e  t o  s t a n d a r d  s e t t i n g  f o r  t h e  r e f o c u s e d  H i g h  S c h o o l  G r a d u a t i o n  
Q u a l i f y i n g  E x a m  r e s u l t s  f r o m  t h e  g r a d e  10 s t u d e n t s  w i l l  n o t  b e  a v a i l a b l e  u n t i l  la t e  
S e p t e m b e r  2002 .

G r o w t h  m e a s u r e s  o n  s t a t e  t e s t s , w h i c h  r e q u i r e  a t  le a s t  t w o  y e a r s ’ d a t a ,  w i l l  f i r s t  b e  
a v a i l a b l e  f o r  a l l  g r a d e s  i n  2 003 . I t  i s  e x p e c t e d  t h a t  a d d i t i o n a l  e n h a n c e m e n t s  a n d  
r e f i n e m e n t s  w i l l  b e  a v a i l a b l e  i n  2004  a n d  a f t e r .  A  p o s s i b l e  im p l e m e n t a t i o n  s c h e d u l e  is  
i n d i c a t e d  o n  t h e  s a m p le  r e p o r t .

T h e  c o m m i t t e e  a n d  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  h a v e  e x p r e s s e d  c o n c e r n  r e g a r d i n g  t h e  d e s ig n a t io n  o f  
s c h o o l s  o n  t h e  b a s is  o f  s t a t u s  s c o r e s  o n l y .  T h e  D e p a r t m e n t  is  r e c o m m e n d i n g  
im p l e m e n t a t i o n  o f  t h e  d e s ig n a t o r  s y s t e m  i n  2004 t o  a l l o w  f o r  t h e  i n c l u s i o n  o f  g r o w t h  
d a t a ,  a n d  t o  m o r e  f u l l y  d e v e l o p  t h e  c a p a c i t y  o f  t h e  s t a t e  a n d  d is t r i c t s  t o  c o l l e c t ,  m a n a g e  
a n d  a n a l y z e  t h e  d a t a  g a t h e r e d  b y  s c h o o l s  a n d  d is t r i c t s .

T h e  r e a u t h o r i z a t io n  o f  t h e  E l e m e n t a r y  a n d  S e c o n d a r y  E d u c a t i o n  A c t  ( E S E A )  i n  
D e c e m b e r  o f 2001 a ls o  c o n t a i n s  a  s i g n i f i c a n t  n u m b e r  o f  s c h o o l  a n d  d is t r i c t  a c c o u n t a b i l i t y  
r e q u i r e m e n t s .  T h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  E d u c a t i o n  a n d  E a r l y  D e v e l o p m e n t  a n d  t h e  S c h o o l  
D e s ig n a t o r  C o m m i t t e e  b e l i e v e  t h a t  is  c r i t i c a l l y  im p o r t a n t  t o  in c o r p o r a t e  t h e  n e w  F e d e r a l  
r e q u i r e m e n t s  i n t o  t h e  D e s ig n a t o r  S y s t e m  t h a t  w i l l  b e  im p l e m e n t e d  i n  t h e  s t a t e .  
I m p l e m e n t i n g  t h e  d e s ig n a t o r  s y s t e m  i n  2004  w i l l  a l l o w  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  t o  e n s u r e  t h a t  o u r  
s t a t e  a c c o u n t a b i l i t y  s y s t e m  is  c o n s is t e n t  w i t h  t h e s e  n e w  f e d e r a l  r e q u i r e m e n t s .

A la s k a  D e p a rtm e n t o f  E d u c a tio n  and E a r ly  D e v e lo p m e n t 2/11/2002
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30 (2 ) i n c l u d e
31 (A) c o p i e s  o f  t h e  r e p o r t s  a n d  s u m m a r i e s  o f  co m m en t s  s u b m i t t e d
01 u n d e r  t h i s  s e c t i o n  b y  e a c h  p u b l i c  s c h o o l  i n  t h e  d i s t r i c t ;  a n d
02 (B ) a  c o m p i l a t i o n  o f  t h e  m a t e r i a l  d e s c r i b e d  i n  (A ) o f  t h i s
03 p a r a g r a p h  b y  e a c h  p u b l i c  s c h o o l  i n  t h e  d i s t r i c t .
04 *  S e c .  5 .  A S  1 4 .0 3 .1 2 0 ( f )  i s  r e p e a l e d  a n d  r e e n a c t e d  t o  r e a d :
05 ( f )  B y  J a n u a r y  15 o f  e a c h  y e a r ,  b e g i n n i n g  i n  2 0 0 1 , t h e  d e p a r t m e n t  s h a l l
06 p r o v i d e  t o  t h e  g o v e r n o r  a n d  m a k e  a v a i l a b l e  t o  t h e  p u b l i c  a n d  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  a  r e p c
07 o n  t h e  p e r f o r m a n c e  o f  p u b l i c  s c h o o l s  i n  t h i s  s t a t e .  T h e  r e p o r t  m u s t  b e  e n t i t l e d
08 " A la s k a  s  P u b l i c  S c h o o l s :  A  R e p o r t  C a r d  t o  t h e  P u b l i c . "  T h e  r e p o r t  m u s t  i n c l u d e
09 (1 ) c o m p r e h e n s i v e  i n f o r m a t i o n  o n  e a c h  p u b l i c  s c h o o l  c o m p i l e d ,
10 c o l l e c t e d ,  a n d  r e p o r t e d  u n d e r  (d) a n d  (e)  o f  t h i s  s e c t i o n  f o r  t h e  p r i o r  s c h o o l  y e a r
11 (2) a  s u m m a r y  o f  t h e  i n f o r m a t i o n  d e s c r i b e d  i n  (1) o f  t h i s  s u b s e c t i o n ;
12 t h e  s u m m a r y  m u s t  b e  p r e p a r e d  i n  a  m a n n e r  t h a t  a l l o w s  s c h o o l  p e r f o r m a n c e  t o  b e
13 m e a s u r e d  a g a i n s t  e s t a b l i s h e d  s t a t e  e d u c a t i o n  s t a n d a r d s ;  a n d
14 (3 ) f o r  a  r e p o r t  d u e  b y  o r  a f t e r  J a n u a r y  1 5 , 2 0 0 3 , t h e  p e r f o r m a n c e
15 d e s i g n a t i o n  u n d e r  A S  1 4 .0 3 .1 2 3 ( b )  r e c e i v e d  b y  e a c h  p u b l i c  s c h o o l  d u r i n g  t h e  p r i o r
16 s c h o o l  y e a r .
17 *  S e c .  6 .  A S  1 4 .0 3 .1 2 0 ( g )  i s  a m e n d e d  t o  r e a d :
18 (g )  I n  t h i s  s e c t i o n ,  " d i s t r i c t "  h a s  t h e  m e a n i n g  g i v e n  i n  A S  1 4 .1 7 .9 9 0
19 [A S  1 4 .1 7 .2 5 0 ]  .
20 *  S e c .  7 .  A S  1 4 .0 3  i s  a m e n d e d  b y  a d d i n g  a  n e w  s e c t i o n  t o  r e a d :
21 S e c .  1 4 .0 3 .1 2 3 .  S c h o o l  a c c o u n t a b i l i t y .  ( a )  B e g i n n i n g  i n  A u g u s t  2 0 0 2 , a n d
22 d u r i n g  e a c h  o f  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  1 2 - m o n t h  p e r i o d s ,  t h e  d e p a r t m e n t  s h a l l  a s s i g n  e a c h  p u t
23 s c h o o l  i n  e a c h  d i s t r i c t  t h e  p e r f o r m a n c e  d e s i g n a t i o n  o f  d i s t i n g u i s h e d ,  s u c c e s s f u l ,
24 d e f i c i e n t ,  o r  i n  c r i s i s  b a s e d  on m u l t i p l e  s t u d e n t  mp a s n r p s .  i n c l u d i n g s t u d e n t
25 a c h i e v e m e n t . T h e  s t a t e  b o a r d  o f  e d u c a t i o n  s h a l l  e s t a b l i s h  t h i s  p r o c e s s  b y  r e g u l a t i
26 ( b )  A p u b l i c  s c h o o l  a s s i g n e d  a  p e r f o r m a n c e  d e s i g n a t i o n  o f  d e f i c i e n t  o r  i n  c i
27 s h a l l  d e v e l o p  a  s c h o o l  im p r o v e m e n t  p l a n  u n d e r  ( e )  o f  t h i s  s e c t i o n .  T h e  d e p a r t m e n t
28 s h a l l  i n f o r m  t h e  g o v e r n i n g  b o d y  o f  e a c h  d i s t r i c t  o f  t h e  p e r f o r m a n c e  d e s i g n a t i o n
29 a s s i g n e d  t o  e a c h  p u b l i c  s c h o o l  i n  t h e  d i s t r i c t .
30 ( c )  T h e  s t a t e  b o a r d  s h a l l  a d o p t  r e g u l a t i o n s  t o  a l l o w  a  d i s t r i c t  t o  a p p e a l  t l
31 p e r f o r m a n c e  d e s i g n a t i o n  a s s i g n e d  t o  a  p u b l i c  s c h o o l  i n  t h a t  d i s t r i c t .
01 (d )  T h e  d e p a r t m e n t  m a y  e s t a b l i s h  a  p r o g r a m  o f  s p e c i a l  r e c o g n i t i o n  f o r  t h o s e
02 p u b l i c  s c h o o l s  t h a t  a c h i e v e  a  d i s t i n g u i s h e d  p e r f o r m a n c e  d e s i g n a t i o n .
03 ( e )  A  p u b l i c  s c h o o l  t h a t  r e c e i v e s  a  d e s i g n a t i o n  o f  d e f i c i e n t  o r  i n  c r i s i s  s h
04 p r e p a r e  a  s c h o o l  im p r o v e m e n t  p l a n  t o  im p r o v e  s t u d e n t  p e r f o r m a n c e  b a s e d  o n  a  p r o c e s s
05 e s t a b l i s h e d  b y  t h e  s t a t e  b o a r d  o f  e d u c a t i o n .  T h e  p u b l i c  s c h o o l  s h a l l  u n d e r t a k e  a n
06 im p r o v e m e n t  p r o c e s s  u n d e r  t h a t  p l a n  t o  l e a d  t o  a  d e s i g n a t i o n  o f  s u c c e s s f u l  o r
07 d i s t i n g u i s h e d .  T h e  s c h o o l  im p r o v e m e n t  p l a n  m u s t  b e  p r e p a r e d  w i t h  t h e  m a x im u m
08 f e a s i b l e  p u b l i c  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  o f  t h e  c o m m u n i t y ,  i n c l u d i n g ,  i f  a p p r o p r i a t e ,  i n t e r e s t
09 i n d i v i d u a l s ,  t e a c h e r s ,  p a r e n t s ,  p a r e n t  o r g a n i z a t i o n s ,  s t u d e n t s ,  t r i b a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n
10 g o v e r n m e n t  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s ,  a n d  o t h e r  c o m m u n i t y  g r o u p s .  T h e  d i s t r i c t  s h a l l  c o n s u l t
11 w i t h  a n d  a s s i s t  t h e  p u b l i c  s c h o o l  i n  t h e  p r e p a r a t i o n  o f  t h e  s c h o o l  im p r o v e m e n t  p l a n
12 T h e  s c h o o l  im p r o v e m e n t  p l a n  m u s t  b e  a p p r o v e d  b y  t h e  l o c a l  s c h o o l  b o a r d .  T h e
13 c o m m i s s i o n e r  m a y  p r o v i d e  t e c h n i c a l  a s s i s t a n c e  t o  a  p u b l i c  s c h o o l  o r  t h e  d i s t r i c t  a t
14 t i m e  d u r i n g  t h e  p r e p a r a t i o n  a n d  i m p l e m e n t a t i o n  o f  t h e  s c h o o l  im p r o v e m e n t  p l a n  o n  t t
15 r e q u e s t  o f  a n  i n t e r e s t e d  p e r s o n  a n d  t h e  a p p r o v a l  o f  t h e  d i s t r i c t .
16 ( f )  B e g i n n i n g  A u g u s t  1 , 2 0 0 2 , a n d  p e r i o d i c a l l y  d u r i n g  e a c h  o f  t h e  f o l l o w i n g
17 1 2 - m o n t h  p e r i o d s ,  t h e  d e p a r t m e n t  s h a l l  m o n i t o r  t h e  p r o g r e s s  o f  t h e  i m p l e m e n t a t i o n  c
18 e a c h  s c h o o l  im p r o v e m e n t  p l a n  p r e p a r e d  u n d e r  ( e )  o f  t h i s  s e c t i o n .
19 ( g )  T h e  d e p a r t m e n t  m a y  u s e  e x i s t i n g  s t a f f  o r  c o n t r a c t  w i t h  o n e  o r  m o r e
20 q u a l i f i e d  p e r s o n s  t o  a s s i s t  a  p u b l i c  s c h o o l  t h a t  i s  d e f i c i e n t  o r  i n  c r i s i s  u n d e r  t h
21 s e c t i o n  t o  im p r o v e  s t u d e n t  p e r f o r m a n c e .  Q u a l i f i e d  p e r s o n s  t o  p r o v i d e  a s s i s t a n c e  u r
22 t h i s  s e c t i o n  i n c l u d e  e d u c a t o r s ,  b u s i n e s s  l e a d e r s ,  m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  g o v e r n i n g  b o d y  o f
23 d i s t r i c t ,  a n d  c o m m u n i t y  l e a d e r s .  T h e  p r o v i s i o n s  o f  A S  3 6 .3 0  d o  n o t  a p p l y  t o  a
24 c o n t r a c t  a w a r d e d  u n d e r  t h i s  s u b s e c t i o n .
25 ( h )  N o t w i t h s t a n d i n g  a n y  o t h e r  p r o v i s i o n s  i n  t h i s  t i t l e ,  i f  t h e  p e r f o r m a n c e
26 d e s i g n a t i o n  o f  a  p u b l i c  s c h o o l  h a s  c o n t i n u e d  t o  b e  d e f i c i e n t  o r  i n  c r i s i s  f o r  tw o
27 c o n s e c u t i v e  s c h o o l  y e a r s ,  t h e  c h i e f  s c h o o l  a d m i n i s t r a t o r ,  i f  t h e  d i s t r i c t  e m p l o y s  c
28 s c h o o l  a d m i n i s t r a t o r ,  t h e  p r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  g o v e r n i n g  b o d y ,  a n d  t h e  p r i n c i p a l  o f  t h e
29 p u b l i c  s c h o o l  s h a l l ,  a t  a  p u b l i c  m e e t i n g  o f  t h e  s t a t e  b o a r d  o f  e d u c a t i o n ,  p r e s e n t  e
30 w r i t t e n  r e p o r t  o n  t h e  p e r f o r m a n c e  o f  t h a t  p u b l i c  s c h o o l .
31 ( i )  T h e  s t a t e  b o a r d  o f  e d u c a t i o n  s h a l l  d e v e l o p ,  b y  r e g u l a t i o n ,  m e a s u r e s  t h a t
01 m a y  b e  p r o g r e s s i v e l y  im p l e m e n t e d  b y  t h e  c o m m i s s i o n e r  t o  a s s i s t  a  p u b l i c  s c h o o l  t o
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L a b e l s  w o r r y  p r i n c i p a l s
RATINGS: Description of new  system greeted w ith  tears, anger.
By Katie Pesznecker 
Anchorage Daily News
( P u b l i s h e d :  O c t c b e r  1 7 , 2 0 0 1 )

If reaction from a roomful of principals is a sign of what's to come, 
Alaska educators will take this summer's labeling of their schools very 
personally.

About 50 principals gathered Tuesday in a small meeting room in the 
Sheraton Anchorage Hotel as part of the 35th Annual Fall Principal’s 
Conference. They learned about Alaska School Designators, a state 
system that will annually label every Alaska public school distinguished,
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S u b j e c t :  A n c h o r a g e  D a i l y  N e w s  I L a b e l s  w o r r y  p r i n c i p a l s  
D a t e :  S u n ,  17 M a r  2002 0 7 :4 7 :0 4  -0900 

F r o m :  < S a v e d  b y  M i c r o s o f t  I n t e r n e t  E x p l o r e r  5 >

I of'I 3/21/2002 7:54 AM



F o f i | } T S S . \

m m m i .

f e f e w s l e t t g r f t

Home

* Cros§W&r<5
* P lay o u r  new . 

in te ra c t iv e . p u z z le  |§* 
o n l in e  o r d o w n lo a d  it  
for la te r fun; ••“V"" .......•'»—••••*...... .
Alaska Guide to 

' Winter:  ̂ '
R ead  a b o u t  w in te r  fun  

• ir ^ th e ' ta s t/ rd r iu e r . 
In c lu d e s  th e  2001 ., 
S n o w m a c h ln e G u id e .

ALAS5CA.com ^
* It's  th e . s ite  to  find' - 
/ 'every th ing  A la sk a ,"  
in c lu d in g  in fo rm a t io n  
o n  tra v e l;  re lo c a t io n  
a n d  e n t e r t a in m e n t , . 

"The b u s in e s s  d ir e c to r/  
a llow s  y o u  to  lo c a te  
s to res a n d  s e rv ic e s . . 
s ta tew id e . Y ou can g e t 
ALASKA .com  lo g o  

t it e m s  In t h e  A D D  s to r e

School Mews 
H a ve ,y o u  c h e c k e d  in ’ & 
w ith  y o u r c h i d's 
"teacher to d a i ? Flnd> x 
fyoe lr ch ild 's  c la ss ro om  
■in''School N ew s . O th e r  . 
s c h o o l lin k s : S ta le  test- 
sco res , S to ck  M a rk e t 
&ahieJ§|- 'V' '>

C o m m u n i t y  : 
N§ws
S e e  w h a t is  h a p p e n in g  ■ 
w ith  non-pro fits 
a ro u n d  A laska  w ith  
these , fre e  c o m m u n it y

Search
in  to day 's  n ew s

j S e a r c h  §

P rev ious  d a y s ’ n ew s  
• A d va n ced  s e a rch

successful, deficient or in-crisis, beginning in August 2002. The system 
was signed into law in June 1998 with Senate Bill 36.

The principa.s Tuesday learned these labels will likely be based entirely 
on student test scores. Their reactions ranged from anger to 
hopelessness -- one elementary principal even wept — as Mark l eal, 
the Department of Education assessment administrator, reviewed a 
committee's proposed formula for ranking Alaska schools.

Test scores were originally envisioned as just one component in a 
school's label, Leal said. But Commissioner of Education Shirley 
Holloway told the School Designators Committee that these labels 
should represent a school's measurable student achievement — and 
that alone. The best way to do that is test scores, Leal said.

As it stands now, a school's individual characteristics — drop-out rates, 
how often students move, how many students don't speak English as 
their first language — won't matter in its label. Instead, a school's test 
scores from a given year would account for one-third of its label. 
Two-thirds would be based on test progress from the previous year. 
Each school's label would be reported along with a "degree of certainty" 
— basically a margin of error.

Leslie Vandergaw, principal at Chinook Elementary, where many 
students speak little or no English, contended the new system is 
stacked against schools with populations like hers.

"I'm trying to understand how this is in any way fair for the teachers in 
my building," she said, wiping away tears. "They’re damn fine teachers 
and the kids are working hard."

Educators statewide predict morale-crushing labels will push teachers 
to transfer and parents to panic.

Schools with students moving in and out will be hit hard by the new 
system, said Leslie Campbell, a principal at Annewien Elementary 
School on Fort Wainwright in Fairbanks.

"We didn't teach them," Campbell said, referring to the frequent influx 
of new students. "But we're being held accountable for those kids. 
They're coming and going like a revolving door."

Another point that rattled principals: a student who doesn't take a test 
but should have will be factored into the school's label. That child would 
be worth zero in determining a school's average.

That could destroy small schools' ratings, said Phil Rees, principal at 
Point Hope in the North Slope Borough.

"What if at that time of year, you've got a cold stream going through or 
everyone's coming down with strep?" Rees said. "You lose."

"You do," Leal replied.

High school principals flared at another flaw: because of High School 
Graduation Qualifying Exam revisions, there won't be data from the 
spring 2002 test until fall 2002. That means high schools' August 2002 
designations will be determined entirely by spring achievement test:
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that ninth-graders take.

"When they take it, they won't be done with one year of school," said 
Mike Graham, East High pii,i.;ipal. "That's frustrating. I'm all for school 
improvement. I want us to raise kids' skills. I'm not certain a label is 
going to help us do that."

Supporters say labels will hold schools accountable.

"We are asking young people to be accountable and to live up to 
expectations, and I think collectively we need to ask our schools to be 
accountable as well," Rep. Con Bunde, R-Anchorage, chairman of the 
House Special Committee on Education, said later Tuesday.

Some states that label schools have seen dramatic and immediate 
improvements. In Florida, for example, 78 schools received "F" grades 
the first year of school grading and only four schools received an "F" 
the second year.

"There's a value to the accountability," said Bunde, a former Anchorage 
teacher. "If there is a school in crisis, they wouldn't be the first one 
that's turned things around. The question is, what do we do to help 
them and what do they do to help themselves reverse this."

The School Designators Committee includes teachers, business people, 
school board members and parents. The members are toying with 
making drop-out rates part of the labeling formula. They could include 
other factors later — anything from parent conference attendance to 
poverty levels to high school course offerings.

When the session ended, principals lingered to question Leal. A 
recovered Vandergaw apologized for ner high emotions. Others 
sympathized and consoled her.

"What do you do to a community, the parents, the kids, the teachers, 
when you put a label on it?" Vandergaw said. "I have bright, wonderful 
children attending my school who are being judged because they can't 
speak and write the language."

Vandergaw removed her glasses and wiped away tears. She apologized 
again for crying. "What I want is for us to be recognized f°r the fact 
that we care about the achievement of our kids," she said. "But the 
support is not being labeled deficient."

Reporter Katie Pesznecker can be reached atkpesznecker@adn.com or 
907 257-4589.
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Anchorage Daily News
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LABELING: Quest ions p lague comm ittee  as dead line looms.
By Katie Pesznecker 
Anchorage Daily News 
( P u b l i s h e d : J a n u a r y  2 6 ,  2 0 0 2 )

The committee that will decide how to grade Alaska public schools has just six months to implement a new 
labeling system and a long list of unknowns.

The system, signed into law in June 1998, will place schools annually at one of four levels — "distinguished," 
"successful," "deficient" or "in-crisis." But members of the School Designators Committee, which met 
Thursday and Friday in Anchorage, still don't know what criteria should put a school in a given category.

The legislation suggested using statistics such as test scores or drop-out and graduation rates and including 
more intangible measures like parental involvement or language issues to label schools. Education officials 
and politicians envisioned the system would identify struggling schools, then provide help, possibly in the 
form of funding or teacher training.

Opponents of labels worry that parents will lose faith in schools and teachers will transfer from places with 
bad rankings. Education officials say there won't be enough test score data available to fairly label schools by 
August, and Shirley Holloway, Alaska commissioner of education, has asked politicians to postpone the 
system until 2004.

"Too many options," said Viletta Knight, a Fairbanks mom and state Parent Teacher Association board 
member. She laughed nervously. "Too many choices."

Despite that, the committee pushes ahead through a gray area, hacking away at a system that may or may 
not be used this summer. Its current plan calls for one-third of a school's label to be based on cest scores 
from that school year. Two-thirds would depend on yearly progress on standardized tests.

But there are countless loose ends. If a student is new to a school, should that score count? What if a student 
misses the test? Will high-achieving schools ignore a few low-performing kids?

The committee is part of the Alaska Department of Education and Early Development. Its members are 
parents, principals, teachers, superintendents, PTA and school board members across the state — Chiniak, 
Huslia, Craig and Dillingham, and from what educators call "the Bi'- "Ve" school districts: Anchorage, 
Fairbanks, Juneau, Kenai and Mat-Su.

Their suggestions go to state education officials, who will propose regulations to the State Board of Education 
as early as March, said Mark Leal, state assessment administrator. Officials looked across Alaska to fill seats.

"The committee is really guiding it," Leal said. "All of these decisions, people are going to question. So we 
want to at least have that discussion, so it’s not just someone sitting in an office deciding how to do it."

At this week's meeting, suggestions and sometimes concerns were voiced.

"One of the things I'm struggling with is, what is the purpose of this whole law, I guess," said Sally Rue, a 
State Board member from Juneau.
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T O :  S e n a t o r  L y d a  G r e e n ,  1-907-465-3805 
F R O M :  L a r r y  W i g e t ,  A n c h o r a g e  S c h o o l  D i s t r i c t

A N C H O R A G E  S C H O O L  D I S T R I C T

Legislative Priorities 2 0 0 2  ,nM
JAM 3 0®*®

G o v e r n a n c e

S ch o o l D e s ig n a to rs
T h e  A n c h o r a g e  S c h o o l B o a r d  u r g e s  c a u t io n  i n  l a b e l i n g  s c h o o ls  o n  t h e  b a s is  o f  te s t  s c o re s  a lo n e  a n d  s u p p o r t s  
l e g i s l a t i o n  t h a t  d e la y s  t h e  e f f e c t iv e  d a t e  o f  t h e  s c h o o l d e s ig n a t o r  p r o c e s s  f r o m  A u g u s t  2002 t o  2004,

R a t i o n a l e :  S e n a t e  B i l l  36 , w h i c h  b e c a m e  A S  p e r c e n t  t u r n o v e r  o f  s t u d e n ts . T h is  m e a n s  th a t  th e  6tu-
14.07.020(b). 5., r e q u ir e s  th e  S ta te  B o a r d  to  d e v e lo p  a n  d e n ts  b e in g  m e a s u r e d  o n  t h e  b e n c h m a r k  e x a m s  in  th e
a n n u a l s y s tem  o f  r a t in g  s c h o o ls , a n d  d e s ig n a te  e a c h  s c h o o l s p r in g  m a y  n o t  h e  t h e  s tu d e n ts  w h o  s ta r te d  a t  th e  s c h o o l
b y  A u g u s t  2002 i n  o n e  o f  f o u r  c a te g o r ie s : d is t in g u is h e d ,  i n  t h e  fc .ll.
s u c c e s s fu l, d e f ic ie n t ,  a n d  in  c r is is . T h e  c a te g o r ie s  a re  to  b e  T h e  A n c h o r a g e  S c h o o l B o a rd  u rg e s  c a u t io n  i n  la b e l in g
b a s e d  o n  a  s c h o o l's  s t u d e n t  tes t s co re s  a n d  o t h e r  in d ic a *  s c h o o ls  o n  th e  b a s is  o f  te s t sco res  a lo n e . S u c h  la b e l in g  h a s
to rs  o f  s t u d e n t  p e r fo rm a n c e . t h e  h ig h  p o t e n t ia l to  b e  m is le a d in g  a n d  a d v e r s e ly  a ffe c t

T h e  A n c h o r a g e  S c h o o l B o a rd  s u p p o r t s  a s s e s sm e n t o f  f a m i l ie s  a n d  n e ig h b o r h o o d s . S c h o o ls  i n  lo w  so c lo e co-
s tu d e n tp ro g re s s  a n d  th e  a c c o u n ta b il it y  im p l ic i t  i n  t h is  leg- n o m ic  a rea s , s c h o o ls  i n  h ig h ly  t r a n s ie n t  c o m m v u v  ie s  a n d
is la t io n . H o w e v e r ,  d e s ig n a t in g  a  s c h o o l as d e f ic ie n t  o r  i n  s c h o o ls  d e s ig n e d  to  p e r v e  h ig h  n e e d s  p o p u la t io n s  a r c
c r is is  o n  th e  b a s is  o f  test sco res  a lo n e  ig n o r e s  c e r ta in  fac* m o r e  l i k e ly  to  b e  la b e le d  d e f ic ie n t  as a  r e s u lt  o f  fa c to rs
to rs  s u c h  a s  th e  h ig h  le v e l o f  m o b i l i t y  th a t  o c c u r s  i n  o u r  
s c h o o ls . I n  s o m e  o f  o u r  s c h o o ls , w e  h a v e  a lm o s t  a 100

Anchorage School District
Educating Snutaus fo r Success in Life

L a r r y  W ig e t  
E x e c u t iv e  D ir e c t o r ,  P u b l i c  A f f a ir s  

P h o n e :  907*742-4322 
F a x :  907-742-4175 

E m a i l ;  ;v ig e t j a r r y @ m s m a i la s d . k 1 2 .a k . u s  
D e b b i e  O s s ia n d e r ,  C h a i r  

L e g is la t iv e  S u b c o m m i t t e e  
P h o n e :  907-688-2308 

F a x :  688*2319 
E m a i l :  o s s ia n d e r _ d e b b ie @ m s m a i l . a s d .k l2 . a k .u s

mailto:vigetjarry@msmailasd.k12.ak.us
mailto:ossiander_debbie@msmail.asd.kl2.ak.us
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FAIRBANKS NORTH STAR BOROUGH BOARD OF EDUCATION

Resolution 2002-01

A  R e s o l u t i o n  R e g a r d i n g  t h e  I m p l e m e n t a t i o n  o f  A S  1 4 . 0 3 . 1 2  3  • S c h o o l  A c c o u n t a b i l i t y

WHEREAS, In 1908, llio legislature passed the school accountability law requiring school designators to be 
established for each Alaskan school In August 2002; and •

WHEREAS, the school designators will be basod on multiple student measures Including student achievement; and

WHEREAS, In 2001, the logislaluro passes a law to revlso tho High School Graduation Qualifying Exam (HSGQE) 
to rrmko sure it measures “essential" skills and knowledge and to extend Its effective date to 2004; and

WHEREAS, offectl'/o |n the spring of 2002, tho Alaska State Board of Education and Early Development will replace 
the California Achievement Test (CAT) - Fifth Edition (part of statewide assessment for the past seven years) with 
the TeiroNova/CAT - 2nd Edition; and

WHEREAS tho Schonl Designator Committee has recommended the school designators be based on both 
achievement status and achievement growth which requires a minimum of two years of achievement d a ta  on tho 
samo students using the same tests and growth data will not be available In August, 2002; and •

WHEREAS, die school accountability law requires the writing of school improvement plans for schools designated 
an "deficient" or "In crisis’1 and the development of these plans will require significant work which may be 
unnocossnry because of a designator that is based on incomplete tesi data; and

WHEREAS, many school districts establish "specialized schools" for serving the needs of at risk, incarcerated, or 
special needs students and Iheso schools will bo designated as in crisis if the rating is solely based on test scores; 
find

WHEREAS, tlifi public reporting of tost scores and school designations in small schools may breach the 
confidentiality of student records; and

WHEREAS, a ono-ynar pilot tost of the school accounfability system would provide information to assure Iho 
• .ractlculily nod validity of Iho system; and

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that tho Fairbanks North Star Borough Board of Education recommends a 
delay for Iho implementation of school designators; and

BE If FURTHER RESOLVED that the Board recommends tho school accountability system include at least two 
yours of consistent student achievement data for computing growth; that tho HSGQE scores for seniors be used as 
one of Iho high school Indicators; that a minimum one-year pilot study be conducted prior to implementing school 
improvement plane,1 that stops are taken to assure confidentiality of student test Information; and that specialized 
schools are treated fnlrly in assigning a school designator; and

EE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Board recommends a broader Involvement of Individuals across the state 
to develop and roviow the school accountability system.

PASSED AND APPROVED January 15,2002.

AV/nSTt

Bart LeBon. President 
Board of Education

/ L m *  {Sea m # ?
'Susnn Bossetlo 
Secretary lo tho Board

P os t il"  Fax N o t e  7671 a m ! h e > / / t o  ! p “5 ? * > . / .

T 0 o 5 7 / C 5 J T t l a L T
C o iO o p t ,

Q0- m  s n
P h o n o  n P h o n u  (1

r i n t * r n n «
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Description of School Designator System 
And Questions and Answers

A la s k a  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  E d u c a t i o n  a n d  E a r l y  D e v e l o p m e n t

What is the purpose of the School Designator System (SDS)?

T h e  A l a s k a  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  E d u c a t i o n  a n d  E a r l y  D e v e l o p m e n t  i s  c h a r g e d  s t a t u t o r i l y  ( S e c .
1 4 .0 3 .12 3 ) t o  d e v e l o p  a  s y s t e m  f o r  a s s ig n in g  d e s ig n a t io n s  a n d  p r o v i d i n g  a s s is t a n c e  t o  
s c h o o l s .  T h e  p u r p o s e  o f  t h e  s c h o o l  d e s ig n a t io n  s y s t e m  i s  t o  c o m m u n i c a t e  s c h o o l  q u a l i t y  a n d  
p e r f o r m a n c e  t o  t h e  p u b l i c ,  e d u c a t o r s ,  a n d  o t h e r s .  I t  i s  e x p e c t e d  t h a t  t h is  p r o g r a m  w i l l  
r e c o g n i z e  g o o d  p e r f o r m a n c e  a n d  h e l p  l o w e r  p e r f o r m in g  s c h o o l s  g e t  b e t t e r  t h r o u g h  in c r e a s e d  
a t t e n t io n  a n d  t a r g e t e d  a s s is t a n c e .

What is the status of the SDS?

T h e  D e p a r t m e n t  w i l l  p r e s e n t  a  p r o p o s a l  t o  t h e  s t a t e  B o a r d  o f  E d u c a t i o n  i n  M a r c h  2 00 2 . T h e  
B o a r d  i s  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  i s s u i n g  r e g u l a t i o n s  t h a t  w i l l  d i r e c t  t h e  s p e c i f i c  im p l e m e n t a t i o n  o f  t h e  
S D S  b y  A u g u s t  2 0 02 . T h e  s p e c i f i c a t i o n s  f o r  t h e  S D S  w i l l  b e  s e t  w h e n  t h e  B o a r d  a p p r o v e s  i t s  
f i n a l  r e g u l a t i o n s .  T h e r e f o r e ,  t h e  in f o r m a t i o n  p r e s e n t e d  h e r e  i s  a  p r o p o s a l  f r o m  t h e  
D e p a r t m e n t ,  s u b j e c t  t o  c h a n g e .

Who is developing the SDS?

T h e  S D S  i s  b e n e f i t i n g  f r o m  i n p u t  f r o m  m a n y  s o u r c e s .  T h e  D e p a r t m e n t  h a s  c o n v e n e d  a  
S c h o o l  D e s ig n a t o r  S y s t e m  C o m m i t t e e .  T h e  S D S  C o m m i t t e e  c o n s is t s  o f  o v e r  t w o  d o z e n  
m e m b e r s  w h o  r e p r e s e n t  m u c h  o f  t h e  d i v e r s i t y  o f  A l a s k a .  M e m b e r s  i n c l u d e  v e r y  e x p e r ie n c e d  
e d u c a t o r s ,  s c h o o l  p r i n c i p a l s ,  s u p e r in t e n d e n t s ,  s c h o o l  b o a r d  m e m b e r s ,  p a r e n t s ,  a n d  
b u s in e s s p e r s o n s .  A  n a t i o n a l l y  e x p e r i e n c e d  f i r m ,  t h e  C e n t e r  f o r  A s s e s s m e n t ,  i s  h e l p i n g  w i t h  
t h e  d e s ig n  o f  t h e  S D S .  T h e  T e c h n i c a l  R e v i e w  C o m m i t t e e  e s t a b l i s h e d  b y  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t ,  
c o n s i s t i n g  o f  A l a s k a n s  w i t h  m e a s u r e m e n t  e x p e r t i s e ,  w i l l  a ls o  r e v i e w  t h e  S D S  d e s ig n .

A s  p a r t  o f  t h e  p r o c e s s ,  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  i s  s o l i c i t i n g  c o m m e n t s  f r o m  m a n y  e d u c a t o r  a n d  
p o l i c y - m a k i n g  g r o u p s .  T h e  s t a t e  B o a r d ’ s  r e g u l a t i o n s  w i l l  a ls o  b e  s u b j e c t  t o  a  p e r i o d  f o r  
p u b l i c  c o m m e n t .

What w il l be reported?

T h e  l a w  r e q u i r e s  t h a t  e a c h  s c h o o l  b e  a s s ig n e d  o n e  o f  f o u r  l a b e ls :  D i s t i n g u i s h e d ,  S u c c e s s f u l ,  
D e f i c i e n t ,  o r  I n  C r i s i s .  T h e s e  l a b e l s  w i l l  b e  b a s e d  o n  s c h o o l  p e r f o r m a n c e  o n  a  n u m b e r  o f  
in d i c a t o r s  w h i c h  w i l l  a ls o  b e  r e p o r t e d ,  i n c l u d i n g  s t u d e n t s ’ p e r f o r m a n c e  i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  t h e  s t a t e  
s t a n d a r d s  o n  r e a d in g ,  m a t h e m a t i c s ,  a n d  w r i t i n g ;  p e r f o r m a n c e  o n  n c im - r e f e r e n c e d  t e s ts ;  
l e a r n i n g  g r o w t h  o f  s t u d e n t s  o v e r  t h e  p a s t  y e a r  i n  r e a d i n g ,  m a t h e m a t i c s ,  a n d  w r i t i n g ;  d r o p o u t  
r a t e s ;  n d  g r a d u a t io n  r a t e s .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  t h e  S D S  C o m m i t t e e  r e c o m m e n d e d  a d d in g  r e s u l t s  
f r o m  o t h e r  p e r f o r m a n c e  in d i c a t o r s  a s  t h e y  b e c o m e  a v a i l a b l e ,  i n c l u d i n g  a n  e a r l y  p r im a r y

A la s k a  D e p a r tm e n t o f  E d u c a tio n  and  E a r ly  D e v e lo p m e n t 2/11/2002
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a s s e s s m e n t ,  p o s t - g r a d u a t io n  s u c c e s s ,  a n d  l o c a l  p e r f o r m a n c e  a s s e s s m e n t .  T h e  d e g r e e  o f  
c o n f i d e n c e  i n  t h e  d e s ig n a t i o n  w i l l  a ls o  b e  r e p o r t e d .

I t  m a y  b e  d e s i r a b l e  t o  c o m b i n e  e l e m e n t s  f r o m  t h e  e x i s t i n g  s c h o o l  r e p o r t  w i t h  t h e  i n f o r m a t i o n  
f o r  t h e  s c h o o l  d e s ig n a t o r  s y s t e m .  T h i s  c o u l d  p r o v i d e  i n f o r m a t i o n  a b o u t  t h e  s c h o o l  c o n t e x t  
a n d  q u a l i t y ,  s u c h  a s  p e r c e n t  o f  s t u d e n t s  l i v i n g  i n  l o w - in c o m e  f a m i l i e s ,  s p e c i a l  e d u c a t i o n ,  
r a c ia l / e t h n ic  d i v e r s i t y ,  a n d  r e m o t e n e s s  o f  t h e  s c h o o l .  A t t e n d a n c e ,  e x p u l s i o n s ,  t r u a n c y ,  
p h y s i c a l  p l a n t ,  c o u r s e  o f f e r in g s ,  a n d  t e a c h e r  q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  c o u l d  a l s o  b e  r e p o r t e d .  A l t h o u g h  
t h e  S D S  C o m m i t t e e  d i d  n o t  r e c o m m e n d  i n c l u d i n g  t h e s e  o t h e r  in d i c a t o r s  i n  t h e  s c h o o l  
d e s ig n a t io n  r a t i n g ,  m o s t  o f  t h e s e  e l e m e n t s  a r e  c o l l e c t e d  a n d  r e p o r t e d ,  a n d  c o u l d  b e  c o m b i n e d  
i n t o  a  s i n g l e  s c h o o l  r e p o r t .  A  s a m p le  p o s s i b l e  r e p o r t  i s  a t t a c h e d .

Why does the SDS emphasize student test scores?

I n  c o m p l i a n c e  w i t h  t h e  s t a t e  l e g i s l a t u r e ’s  r e q u i r e m e n t  t h a t  t h e  S D S  b e  b u i l t  o n  “ s t u d e n t  
m e a s u r e s ,  i n c l u d i n g  s t u d e n t  a c h i e v e m e n t , ”  a  v e r y  l a r g e  p a r t  o f  t h e  s c h o o l ’ s  d e s ig n a t io n  w i l l  
r e f l e c t  t h e  p e r f o r m a n c e  o f  i t s  s t u d e n t s  o n  t h e  s t a t e  b e n c h m a r k  a n d  h i g h  s c h o o l  g r a d u a t io n  
q u a l i f y i n g  e x a m s .  T h e s e  e x a m s  p r o v i d e  a  v a l i d  a n d  r e l i a b l e  a s s e s s m e n t  o f  s t u d e n t  
p e r f o r m a n c e  o n  t h e  c o n t e n t  s t a n d a r d s  d e t e r m in e d  t o  b e  o f  m o s t  im p o r t a n c e  f o r  A la s k a .  
S t a n d a r d iz e d  t e s t  s c o r e s  p r o v i d e  a  c o m m o n  “m e a s u r i n g  s t i c k ”  a c r o s s  a l l  s c h o o l s .

T h e  D e p a r t m e n t  a n d  S D S  C o m m i t t e e  r e c o g n i z e  t h a t  s t a n d a r d i z e d  t e s t s  a r e  n o t  t h e  o n l y  
i n d i c a t o r  o f  s c h o o l  q u a l i t y  a n d  s t u d e n t  p e r f o r m a n c e .  H o w e v e r ,  v e r y  f e w  o t h e r  m e a s u r e s  
w e r e  a v a i l a b l e  t h a t  m e t  m i n i m u m  c r i t e r ia  f o r  r i g o r  a n d  f a i r n e s s .  A s  m e n t i o n e d  a b o v e ,  a  
n u m b e r  o f  o t h e r  i n d i c a t o r s  h a v e  b e e n  i d e n t i f i e d  t h a t  m a y  b e  d e v e lo p e d  a n d  i n c l u d e d  i n  t h e  
f u t u r e .

How are status and growth included in the SDS?

O n e  a g r e e d  u p o n  i n d i c a t o r  o f  s c h o o l  p e r f o r m a n c e  w a s  h o w  i t s  s t u d e n t s  p e r f o r m e d  i n  r e l a t i o n  
t o  s t a t e  s t a n d a r d s — f o r  e x a m p le ,  h o w  m a n y  o f  i t s  s t u d e n t s  w e r e  p a s s in g  t h e  h i g h  s c h o o l  
q u a l i f y i n g  e x a m  o r  p e r f o r m in g  i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  t h e  s im i l a r  p r o f i c i e n c y  s t a n d a r d  f o r  t h e  
b e n c h m a r k  e x a m s  i n  g r a d e s  3 , 6 , a n d  8.

H o w e v e r ,  i t  w a s  a ls o  a g r e e d  t h a t  i t  i s  m o r e  im p o r t a n t  h o w  m u c h  s t u d e n t s  a r e  l e a r n i n g ,  o r  h o w  
m u c h  t h e i r  s c o r e s  a r e  im p r o v i n g  f r o m  y e a r  t o  y e a r .  T h u s ,  t h e  S D S  w i l l  i n c l u d e  h o w  m u c h  
s t u d e n t  t e s t  s c o r e s  h a v e  in c r e a s e d  f r o m  y e a r  t o  y e a r .

G r o w t h  w i l l  c o u n t  t w i c e  a s  m u c h  a s  s t a t u s  i n  a s s ig n in g  s c h o o l  d e s ig n a t io n s .  P r o v i s io n s  w i l l  
b e  m a d e  f o r  s c h o o l s  t h a t  a r e  p e r f o r m in g  s o  h i g h  t h a t  i t  i s  n o t  r e a s o n a b le  t o  e x p e c t  m u c h  
g r o w t h .
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F a i r n e s s  i s  a  p r im a r y  c o n c e r n  f o r  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  a n d  a l l  t h o s e  w h o  h a v e  w o r k e d  o n  t h e  
d e s ig n  o f  t h e  S c h o o l  D e s ig n a t o r  S y s t e m .  T h e r e  a r e  s e v e r a l  w a y s  t h e  s y s t e m  h a s  b e e n  
d e s ig n e d  t o  b e  f a i r  t o  a l l  s c h o o l s .

T h e  S D S  w i l l  a p p l y  o b j e c t i v e ,  c o m m o n  m e a s u r e s  t o  a l l  s c h o o l s .

S c h o o l s  w h o s e  s t u d e n t s  h a v e  le s s  a d v a n t a g e d  b a c k g r o u n d s  w i l l  “ g e t  c r e d i t ”  f o r  h e l p i n g  t h o s e  
s t u d e n t s  p r o g r e s s .  T h e  g r o w t h  c o m p o n e n t  g i v e s  a s  m u c h  c r e d i t  t o  h e l p i n g  a  s t u d e n t  w h o  
s t a r t e d  l o w  a n d  l e a r n e d  “ o n e  y e a r ’s  s t a n d a r d  g r o w t h ”  a s  i t  d o e s  h e l p i n g  a  s t u d e n t  w h o  s t a r t e d  
h i g h .  S c h o o l s  a r e  n o t  c o m p e t i n g  w i t h  e a c h  o t h e r ;  t h e y  a r e  r e c o g n i z e d  f o r  h e l p i n g  t h e i r  
s t u d e n t s  g r o w ,  n o  m a t t e r  w h e r e  t h e y  s t a r t e d .

M u c h  t h o u g h t  h a s  b e e n  t a k e n  t o  m a k e  t h e  s y s t e m  a s  r e l i a b l e  a s  p o s s i b l e  f o r  s m a l l  s c h o o l s .  
T h i s  i n c l u d e s  i n c l u d i n g  a s  m a n y  g r a d e s  a n d  s t u d e n t s  a s  p o s s i b l e .

T h e  r e p o r t i n g  o f  t h e  d e g r e e  o f  c o n f i d e n c e  i n  t h e  d e s ig n a t o r  i s  a ls o  a n  im p o r t a n t  s a f e g u a r d  
a g a in s t  b a s i n g  d e c i s io n s  o n  u n c e r t a i n  o r  u n s t a b le  e v id e n c e .

F o r  s c h o o l s  w i t h  s u b s t a n t ia l  s t u d e n t  t r a n s ie n c e ,  w h i l e  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  s t u d e n t  t r a c k i n g  s y s t e m  
i s  b e i n g  d e v e l o p e d ,  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  w i l l  a l l o w  s c h o o l s  t h a t  c a n  t r a c k  i n d i v i d u a l  s t u d e n t s  t o  
p r e s e n t  e v i d e n c e  f o r  c o n s id e r a t io n  i f  t h e  r e s u l t s  a r e  s u b s t a n t ia l l y  d i f f e r e n t  t h a n  t h o s e  b a s e d  
o n  t h e  s t a t e ’s  u n m a t c h e d  d a t a .

I t  i s  a n t i c i p a t e d  t h a t  o n - g o in g  s t u d ie s  w i l l  a le r t  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  i f  t h e r e  a r e  c h a n g e s  i n  s c h o o l  
c i r c u m s t a n c e s ,  p o p u l a t i o n  s h i f t s ,  o r  u n f o r e s e e n  s i t u a t io n s .

Can you give an example of how the system is fair to a school serving less advantaged 
students?

I t  i s  r e c o g n i z e d  t h a t  s t u d e n t s  f r o m  l o w e r  s o c io - e c o n o m ic  p o s i t i o n s ,  o r  w h o  h a v e  le s s  
p r o f i c i e n c y  i n  E n g l i s h ,  u s u a l l y  s c o r e  l o w e r  o n  a c h i e v e m e n t  t e s t s . O f t e n  t h e s e  a r e  r a c ia l  o r  
e t h n i c  m i n o r i t y  s t u d e n t s ,  a l t h o u g h  m o s t  s t u d ie s  i n d i c a t e  a  s t r o n g e r  r e l a t i o n s h ip  w i t h  s o c i o ­
e c o n o m i c  s t a t u s .  I t  i s  n o t  t r u e ,  h o w e v e r ,  t h a t  t h e s e  le s s  a d v a n t a g e d  s t u d e n t s  c a n n o t  l e a m .  I n  
f a c t ,  o n e  o f  t h e  u n d e r l y i n g  t e n e t s  o f  t h e  s t a n d a r d s  m o v e m e n t  i s  t h a t  a l l  c h i l d r e n  c a n  l e a m ,  
m o s t  t o  h i g h e r  l e v e l s  t h a n  a r e  c u r r e n t l y  b e i n g  a c h i e v e d .  T h i s  v i e w  t h a t  a l l  c h i l d r e n  c a n  l e a m  
i s  s u p p o r t e d  b y  e x t e n s i v e  r e s e a r c h  o n  t h e  e f f e c t i v e n e s s  o f  t e a c h e r s ,  t h e  p o w e r  o f  
e x p e c t a t i o n s ,  a n d  t h e  e f f e c t  o f  s c h o o l s  w i t h  p o w e r f u l  in s t r u c t i o n a l  p r o g r a m s .

I f  s c h o o l s  w e r e  o n l y  e v a lu a t e d  o n  h o w  h i g h  t h e i i  s t u d e n t s  s c o r e d — s u c h  a s  h o w  m a n y  w e r e  
P r o f i c i e n t  o n  a  b e n c h m a r k  e x a m  o r  w h a t  p e r c e n t a g e  p a s s e d  t h e  H S G Q E — t h e n  s c h o o l s  
s e r v i n g  le s s  a d v a n t a g e d  s t u d e n t s  m i g h t  b e  e x p e c t e d  t o  r a n k  l o w .  H o w e v e r ,  t h e  p r o p o s e d  
C D S  g i v e s  c r e d i t  t o  s c h o o l s  f o r  h e l p i n g  t h e i r  s t u d e n t s  l e a m ,  n o  m a t t e r  w h e r e  t h e y  s t a r t e d . S o ,  
f o r  e x a m p l e ,  a  s c h o o l  w h o s e  g r a d e  4  s t u d e n t s  w e r e  a l l  r e a d i n g  o n e  g r a d e  l e v e l  b e l o w  w o u l d  
r e c e i v e  c r e d i t  f o r  h e l p i n g  t h o s e  s t u d e n t s  p r o g r e s s  o n e  g r a d e ’ s  w o r t h  o n  t h e  e x a m  b y  t h e  e n d
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H o w  w i l l  th e  s y s te m  be  f a i r  to  a l l  s ch o o ls?

A la s k a  D e p a rtm e n t o f  E d u c a tio n  and  E a r ly  D e v e lo p m e n t 2/11/2002



4

o f  g r a d e  5 , a s  w o u l d  a  s c h o o l  w h o s e  s t u d e n t s  w e r e  a l l  r e a d i n g  o n  l e v e l  f r o m  g r a d e  4  t o  g r a d e  
5 . T h a t  i s ,  s c h o o l s  g e t  c r e d i t  f o r  h e l p i n g  s t u d e n t s  l e a m ,  n o  m a t t e r  h o w  l o w  o r  h i g h  t h e y  s t a r t .

Some schools serve high percentages of students who are mobile. How does the system 
treat them?

S t a t i s t i c a l l y  s p e a k in g ,  i n  l a r g e  e n o u g h  s a m p le  s iz e s ,  i f  t h e  s t u d e n t s  m o v i n g  i n t o  a  s c h o o l  a r e  
l i k e  t h e  s t u d e n t s  m o v i n g  o u t ,  t h e n  t r a n s i e n c e  s h o u l d  n o t  a f f e c t  t h e  s c h o o l ’ s  r e s u l t s .  S c h o o l s  
s h o u ld  m o n i t o r  a n d  d o c u m e n t  c h a n g e s  i n  p o p u l a t i o n  f r o m  y e a r  t o  y e a r .

T h e  p r o p o s e d  S D S  s y s t e m  i n c l u d e s  a l l  s t u d e n t s  w h o  a r e  e n r o l l e d  a n d  t e s t e d  i n  t h e  s c h o o l  
e a c h  y e a r ,  w i t h  c e r t a in  e x c e p t io n s .  O n e  r e a s o n  f o r  t h is  i s  t o  r e c o g n i z e  t h a t  “ a l l  s t u d e n t s  
c o u n t ”  a n d  n o t  t o  p r o v i d e  a n y  i n c e n t i v e  t o  p u s h  s t u d e n t s  o u t  o f  t h e  a c c o u n t a b i l i t y  a n d  
e d u c a t i o n a l  s y s t e m .  A  s t u d y  d o n e  b y  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o n  t h e  l i m i t e d  A l a s k a  d a t a  a v a i l a b l e  
i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  u s i n g  a  m a t c h e d  s t u d e n t  s y s t e m  w o u l d  n o t  r e s u l t  i n  v e r y  d i f f e r e n t  s c h o o l  r e s u l t s  
t h a n  t h e  p r o p o s e d  s y s t e m  t h a t  c o m p a r e s  g r o u p s  o f  s t u d e n t s .  H o w e v e r ,  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  i s  
v e r y  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  s t u d y i n g  a  t r u e  s t u d e n t  l o n g i t u d i n a l  g r o w t h  s y s t e m  t h a t  w i l l  t r a c k  g r o w t h  
f r o m  y e a r  t o  y e a r  f o r  e a c h  i n d i v i d u a l  s t u d e n t .

T h e r e  i s  a  d i f f e r e n c e  b e t w e e n  s t u d e n t s  w h o  a r e  t r a n s ie n t  w i t h i n  t h e  s t a t e ,  w i t h i n  a  d is t r i c t ,  o r  
w h o  m o v e  i n  o r  o u t  o f  t h e  s t a t e  o r  i n  a n d  o u t  o f  t h e  p u b l i c  s c h o o l  s y s t e m .  T h e  D e p a r t m e n t  is  
w o r k i n g  o n  e s t a b l i s h i n g  a  s y s t e m  t h a t  w i l l  a l l o w  s t u d e n t  s c o r e s  t o  b e  m a t c h e d  n o  m a t t e r  
w h e r e  a  s t u d e n t s  m o v e s  w i t h i n  t h e  p u b l i c  s c h o o l  s y s t e m s  w i t h i n  t h e  s t a t e , a n d  i s  p l a n n i n g  t o  
s t u d y  h o w  m u c h  s u c h  a  s y s t e m  s h o u ld  b e  u s e d  i n  t h e  S D S  a n d  w h a t  d i f f e r e n c e s  i t  m i g h t  
m a k e .

When w il l the school designator system be implemented?

T h e  D e p a r t m e n t  a n d  B o a r d  a r e  p r o c e e d i n g  t o  im p l e m e n t  a s  m u c h  o f  t h e  p r o p o s e d  p l a n  a s  
p o s s i b l e  b y  A u g u s t  2 0 02 , w h i c h  i s  r e q u i r e d  b y  l a w .  T h i s  w i l l  i n c l u d e  s t a t u s  m e a s u r e s  o n  t h e  
b e n c h m a r k  e x a m s  a n d  T e r r a N o v a  C A T / 6  i n  g r a d e s  t h r e e  t h r o u g h  n i n e ,  b u t  f e w  i f  a n y  g r o w t h  
m e a s u r e s .  D u e  t o  s t a n d a r d  s e t t i n g  f o r  t h e  r e f o c u s e d  H i g h  S c h o o l  G r a d u a t io n  Q u a l i f y i n g  
E x a m  r e s u l t s  f r o m  t h e  g r a d e  10 s t u d e n t s  w i l l  n o t  b e  a v a i l a b l e  u n t i l  l a t e  S e p t e m b e r  2002 .

G r o w t h  m e a s u r e s  o n  s t a t e  t e s t s , w h i c h  r e q u i r e  a t  le a s t  t w o  y e a r s ’ d a t a ,  w i l l  f i r s t  b e  a v a i l a b l e  
f o r  a l l  g r a d e s  i n  2003 . I t  i s  e x p e c t e d  t h a t  a d d i t i o n a l  e n h a n c e m e n t s  a n d  r e f i n e m e n t s  w i l l  b e  
a v a i l a b l e  i n  2004  a n d  a f t e r .  A  p o s s i b l e  im p l e m e n t a t i o n  s c h e d u l e  i s  i n d i c a t e d  o n  t h e  s a m p le  
r e p o r t .

T h e  c o m m i t t e e  a n d  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  h a v e  e x p r e s s e d  c o n c e r n  r e g a r d i n g  t h e  d e s ig n a t io n  o f  
s c h o o l s  o n  t h e  b a s is  o f  s t a t u s  s c o r e s  o n l y .  T h e  D e p a r t m e n t  is  r e c o m m e n d in g  im p l e m e n t a t i o n  
o f  t h e  d e s ig n a t o r  s y s t e m  i n  2004  t o  a l l o w  f o r  t h e  i n c l u s i o n  o f  g r o w t h  d a t a ,  a n d  t o  m o r e  f u l l y  
d e v e l o p  t h e  c a p a c i t y  o f  t h e  s t a t e  a n d  d is t r i c t s  t o  c o l l e c t ,  m a n a g e  a n d  a n a l y z e  t h e  d a t a  
g a t h e r e d  b y  s c h o o l s  a n d  d is t r i c t s .
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T h e  r e a u t h o r i z a t io n  o f  t h e  E l e m e n t a r y  a n d  S e c o n d a r y  E d u c a t i o n  A c t  ( E S E A )  i n  D e c e m b e r  
o f  2001 a ls o  c o n t a i n s  a  s i g n i f i c a n t  n u m b e r  o f  s c h o o l  a n d  d is t r i c t  a c c o u n t a b i l i t y  r e q u i r e m e n t s .  
T h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  E d u c a t i o n  a n d  E a r l y  D e v e l o p m e n t  a n d  t h e  S c h o o l  D e s ig n a t o r  C o m m i t t e e  
b e l i e v e s  t h a t  i s  c r i t i c a l l y  im p o r t a n t  t o  in c o r p o r a t e  t h e  n e w  F e d e r a l  r e q u i r e m e n t s  i n t o  t h e  
D e s ig n a t o r  S y s t e m  t h a t  w i l l  b e  im p l e m e n t e d  i n  t h e  s t a t e .  I m p l e m e n t i n g  t h e  d e s ig n a t o r  s y s t e m  
i n  200 4  w i l l  a l l o w  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  t o  e n s u r e  t h a t  o u r  s t a t e  a c c o u n t a b i l i t y  s y s t e m  i s  c o n s is t e n t  
w i t h  t h e s e  n e w  f e d e r a l  r e q u i r e m e n t s .
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F e b ru a ry  13, 2 0 0 2

Good afternoon.

My name is Linda Smith. My husband and I have lived in the Fairbanks and North Pole areas for 
28 years. We have raised 2 wonderful boys who are currently attending UAF, attended the 
North Pole schools, and have families of their own in North Pole.

I am also a registered nurse. I’ve worked in Fairbanks physician offices, Fairbanks Memorial 
Hospital, and Denali Center for most of my 30 year career. I was a nurse in the Fairbanks 
Memorial Hospital Emergency Department for 13 years and am currently Assistant 
Administrator for Denali Center.

Over the years, due to my diverse employment, I have had the opportunity to observe the 
provision of health care in the interior from many different perspectives, but today I would like to 
mainly focus on my perspective as a parent.

In the mid 1990s one of our sons began to experience serious mental health problems. He had 
just turned 18. At the time, there was a severe shortage of mental health beds available in our 
community. As an “insider", I was aware that if no beds were available, patients who were at 
risk for harming themselves or others were sent to the jail in lieu of being admitted to a hospital 
bed.

This precaution was for their own safety, but how do you explain to a seriously depressed young 
man who has had no previous experience with the mental health system that he must go to 
jail?. How do you explain this to his frantic parents?

Luckily when that day came for us, there was an available bed, but I did not breathe easy until 
Fairbanks Memorial Hospital expanded their mental health unit from 8 to 21 beds.

The need for additional mental health beds was identified and met by a proactive group of men 
and women who make up the hospital board. This group of dedicated volunteers have proven 
over and over that they have the needs of the interior as their highest priority.

The mental health expansion and many other services, the cancer treatment center, home care 
services, care provided to chronic inebriates, and millions of $ in charity care to name a few are 
desperately needed and fill an extremely critical role for our community.

But as you may know, they do not pay for themselves, and are made possible in part by the 
elective surgeries and diagnostic services also provided by the hospital. Others have recently 
targeted these elective surgeries and diagnostic procedures for profit through efforts to weaken 
the CON process.

If the CON process is substantially weakened, as it will be by HB_______ ^  the viability and
ability to provide services needed by _ajl_ members of our community, and other communities of 
similar size, will be weakened. Access to care will be negatively impacted. It will be a serious 
slop backwards in our goal to make Alaska a good place to live, work, and raise a family.
Please do not pass this bill.

Linda Smith
1293 Rangeview Rd
North Pole, AK 99705



Points to consider - CON testimony - 2002 
Name: David Caldwell - Sr. Financial Analyst at FMH

1. The CON is not meant to stop healthy competition - rather, it is meant to cut
down on redundant healthcare facilities. Sof is there a need for m.ore OP Surgery
capacity in Fairbanks?: j/  aoV^* />« ~+ ^

r* j  ,

Is there sufficient capacity? By looking at the hours our current operating rooms are open, 
we have 651,000 minutes of capacity per year. We are currently using 540,000 minutes.
So we have in excess of 100,000 minutes of unused surgical capacity now.
And there is no evidence that patients are going Outside or to Anchorage because they 

are unable to obtain needed surgeries in Fairbanks. We conducted exhaustive research 
on outmigrations, and found, a 5% outmigration rate - and the majority of those were for 
heart & head procedures, which are not currently available in Fairbanks.
So, no, there is no need based on capacity.

Would an ASC cost less in Fairbanks? Although there have been numerous National 
studies which show an ASC’s charges are 20% or so below what a hospital might charge, 
this is not true in Fairbanks. Our latest analysis shows that the ASC’s charges in 
Anchorage are generally higher than the charges for the same op surgeries at FMH.
And the Medicaid reimbursement, using the ASC fee schedule, is comparable to what 
Medicaid pays FMH. You may not know this, but Medicaid is currently reimbursing FMH 
at 55 cents on the dollar for OP Surgery charges. Also, FMH fixed price surgeries (which are 
the most common, and would probably constitute 80% of an OP Surgery Center's business), 
have not increased in price since 1999, while ASC Fee schedule rates have gone up by about 
7% over the same period. In addition, Many OP surgeries have two or more CPT codes.
For those surgeries, an ASC gets 1.5 times the ASC fee schedule rate, while FMH does 
not receive any extra money from Medicaid, no matter how many CPTs are part of the surgery.

Some parties suggest that
ASC reimbursement is much less than hospital reimbursement. This is based on National, 
Medicare 1995 data and has no relevance to Alaska or Fairbanks in Feb of 2002I 
I analyzed that data, using our database of Medicaid patients in 2001. I found that:
1. 4 of the Procedures on the list were performed on 2 or less Medicaid patients.
2. 4 other Procedures are more appropriately performed in a Procedure Room, rather 
than an OP Surgical Suite. If the goal is to save the patient money, a Procedure Room 
is definitely less costly than a Surgical suite.
3. Standard of Care for gall bladder surgery for Fairbanks surgeons require a hospital stay 
after surgery, so Lap Choles could not safely be done in an OP Surgery setting.
4. Of the remaining surgeries, only one, Myringotomy, had a significant number of 

Medicaid patients on which it was performed (126). And the ASC fee schedule reimbursement 
for that type of surgery is more than is currently being paid by Medicaid to FMH!
So, no, there is no cost savings to be gained from an ASC.

Lastly, it has been stated that it costs $100K to $300K to put a CON together - that is simply 
ludicrous. I would estimate that it took FMH, at most, $10,000 to put together our CON.
If it costs other groups that much to put together a CON, it might be wise 
for them to do the work locally, as we did, rather than hiring expensive 
Outside consultants to do the job for them - at least then they would be more likely to look at 
actual Fairbanks data, as we did, rather than relying on National data that does not translate 
at all well to the Fairbanks market.

In conclusion, the CON works well to limit redundant, unnecessary healthcare facilities in the 
State, and I believe the current threshold of $1M needs to be retained.



HB245

S u b j e c t :  H B 2 4 5
D a t e :  W e d ,  08 M a y  2002  11 :17 :19  -0800 

F r o m :  " L e o n  T .  W e b b e r "  < l t w @ a la s k a . n e t >
O r g a n i z a t i o n :  I n t u i t i v e  E y e  P r e s s ,  I n c

T o :  S e n a t o r _ L y d a _ G r e e n @ le g is . s t a t e . a k . u s , M e r c y  D e n n i s  < m e r c y @ p o b o x . a l a s k a . n e t >

D e a r  S e n a t o r  G r e e n :

A s  a  30 y e a r  A n c h o r a g e  b a s e d  m a r r i a g e  a n d  f a m i l y  t h e r a p is t  I  u r g e  y o u  t o  a s s is t  o u r  p r o f e s s io n  
b y  h e l p i n g  p a s s  H B 2 4 5 .

P le a s e  le t  m e  k n o w  i f  t h e r e  i s  a  p r o b l e m  i n  s u p p o r t i n g  t h e  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  o f  a  t a s k  f o r c e  t h a t  
w a s  d e s ig n e d  t o  h e l p  im p r o v e  o u r  p r o f e s s io n s  s t a n d a r d s .

T h a n k  y o u  f o r  y o u r  c o n s id e r a t io n .

L e o n  T .  W e b b e r ,  D . M n . ,  L M F T  
135 C h r i s t e n s e n  D r i v e  S u i t e  100 
A n c h o r a g e ,  A l a s k a  99501 
B u s in e s s  P h o n e  9 0 7 .2 7 7 .6 8 8 8  
P A X  90 7 .2 7 2 .1 5 5 3  
E m a i l :  l t w @ a la s k a . n e t

1 of l 5/9/2002 9:12 AM

mailto:ltw@alaska.net
mailto:Senator_Lyda_Green@legis.state.ak.us
mailto:mercy@pobox.alaska.net
mailto:ltw@alaska.net
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S u b j e c t :  R e :  s c h o o l  d e s i g n a t o r s
D a t e :  F r i ,  26 A p r  2002  0 9 :2 7 :3 4  -0800

F r o m :  S e n a t o r  L y d a  G r e e n  < S e n a t o r _ L y d a _ G r e e n @ L e g i s . s t a t e . a k . u s >
O r g a n i z a t i o n :  A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e

T o :  M o o r e  < m o o r e o f u s @ g c i . n e t >

K r i s ,

T h a n k  y o u  f o r  y o u r  c o r r e s p o n d e n c e .  J a g r e e  w i t h  y o u .  H B  352  m o v e d  o u t  o f  t h e  H E S S  C o m m i t t e e  o n  
T u e s d a y  a n d  is  i n  S e n a t e  R u l e s  a t  t h is  t im e .  I  s h o u ld  b e  o n  t h e  S e n a t e  F l o o r  e i t h e r  t o d a y  o r  M o n d a y .  I  
s p o n s o r e d  t h e  S e n  it e  c o m p a n i o n  b i l l  a n d  w i l l  b e  v o t i n g  y e s  o n  H B  352

T h a n k s  t o r  y o u r  i n p u t .

L y d a  G r e e n  
S e n a t o r ,  D i s t r i c t  N

M o o r e  w r o t e :

I see that the finance committee is meeting today to discuss postponing the designator system for two years. 
Please vote to begin this process in 2004 to allow for more time to gather data. We need to be sure the correct 
standards are in place and that they are culturally sensitive to the community.l hope to count on your vote in this 
area.Kris Moore

l of i 4/26/2002 11:27 AM

mailto:Senator_Lyda_Green@Legis.state.ak.us
mailto:mooreofus@gci.net


K r i s ,

T h a n k  y o u  f o r  y o u r  c o r r e s p o n d e n c e .  I  a g r e e  w i t h  y o u ^ H B  352 m o v e d  o u t  o f  t h e  H E S S  C o m m i t t e e  o n  
T u e s d a y  a n d  is  i n  S e n a t e  R u l e s  a t  t h is  t im e .

(?(/■.{_ S- qJ j l *U-JL -Ae
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T h a n k s  f o r  y o u r  i n p u t .

L y d a  G r e e n  
S e n a t o r ,  D i s t r i c t  N

M o o r e  w r o t e :

I see that ihe finance committee is meeting today to discuss postponing the designator system for two years. 
Please vote to begin this process in 2004 to allow for more time to gather data. We need to be sure the correct 
standards are in place and that they are culturally sensitive to the community.l hope to count on your vote in this 
area.Kris Moore

l o f l 4/25/2002 2:54 PM



school designators

S u b j e c t :  s c h o o l  d e s i g n a t o r s
D a t e :  W e d ,  24  A p r  2002  13 :30 :39  -0500 

F r o m :  " M o o r e "  < m o o r e o f u s @ g c i . n e t >

<-/']£<£ tvrvUifrxk 6^ C&Yv\WttLo"W!£/2u^ 
I see that the finance committee is meeting today to discuss postponing the designator system for two years. Please 
vote to begin this process in 2004 to allow for more time to gather data. We need to be sure the correct standards 
are in place and that they are culturally sensitive to the community.
I hope to count on your vote in this area.
Kris Moore

T o : < S e n a to r_ L y d a _ G re e n @ le g is .s ta te .a k .u s >  c i S D  / 3 S 2 -

l of 1 4/24/2002 6:11 PM

mailto:mooreofus@gci.net
mailto:Senator_Lyda_Green@legis.state.ak.us
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T O :  S e n a t o r  L y d a  G r e e n ,  1-907-465-3805 
F R O M :  L a r r y  W i g e t ,  A n c h o r a g e  S c h o o l  D i s t r i c t

A N C H O R A G E  S C H O O L  D I S T R I C T

Legislative Priorities 2 0 0 2

G o v e r n a n c e

jAN'3 0 7SSSL

S choo l D es ig n a to rs
T h e  A n c h o r a g e  S c h o o l B o a r d  u r g e s  c a u t io n  i n  l a b e l i n g  s c h o o ls  o n  t h e  b a s is  o f  te s t  s c o re s  a lo n e  a n d  s u p p o r t s  
l e g is l a t io n  t h a t  d e la y s  t h e  e f f e c t iv e  d a t e  o f  t h e  s c h o o l d e s ig n a t o r  p r o c e s s  f r o m  A u g u s t  2002 to  2004,

R a t i o n a l e :  S e n a t e  B i l l  36, w h i c h  b e c a m e  A S  
14.07.020(b). 5., r e q u ir e s  th e  S ta te  B o a rd  to  d e v e lo p  a n  
a n n u a l s y s tem  o f  r a t in g  s c h o o ls , a n d  d e s ig n a te  e a c h  s c h o o l 
b y  A u g u s t  2002 i n  o n e  o f  f o u r  ca teg o r ie s : d is t in g u is h e d ,  
s u c c e s s fu l, d e f ic ie n t ,  a n d  in  c r is is . T h e  c a te g o r ie s  a re  to  b e  
b a s e d  o n  a  s c h o o l's  s t u d e n t  test sco res a n d  o t h e r  in d ic a ­
to rs  o f  s t u d e n t  p e r fo rm a n c e .

T h e  A n c h o r a g e  S c h o o l B o a rd  s u p p o r t s  a s s e s sm en t o f  
s tu d e n t  p ro g re s s  a n d  th e  a c c o u n ta b il it y  im p l ic i t  i n  th is  le g ­
is la t io n . H o w e v e r ,  d e s ig n a t in g  a  s c h o o l as d e f ic ie n t  o r  in  
c r is is  o n  th e  b a s is  o f  test sco res a lo n e  ig n o r e s  c e r ta in  fa c ­
to rs  s u c h  as th e  h ig h  le v e l o f  m o b i l i t y  th a t o c c u r s  i n  o u r  
s c h o o ls . I n  s o m e  o f  o u r  s c h o o ls , w e  h a v e  a lm o s t  a 100

p e r c e n t  t u r n o v e r  o f  s t u d e n ts . T h is  m e a n s  th a t  th e  s t u ­
d e n t s  b e in g  m e a s u r e d  o n  th e  b e n c h m a r k  e x am s  i n  th e  
s p r in g  m a y  n o t  b e  t h e  s tu d e n ts  w h o  s ta r te d  a t  th e  s c h o o l 
i n  t h e  f a l l .

T h e  A n c h o r a g e  S c h o o l B o a rd  u rg e s  c a u t io n  in  la b e l in g  
s c h o o ls  o n  t h e  b a s is  o f  test sco res  a lo n e . S u c h  la b e l in g  h a s  
t h e  h ig h  p o t e n t ia l to  b e  m is le a d in g  a n d  a d v e r s e ly  a ffe c t 
f a m i l ie s  a n d  n e ig h b o r h o o d s . S c h o o ls  i n  lo w  s o c io e c o ­
n o m ic  a reas , s c h o o ls  i n  h ig h ly  t r a n s ie n t  c o m m u n it ie s  a n d  
s c h o o ls  d e s ig n e d  to  s e r v e  h ig h  n e e d s  p o p u la t io n s  a r c  
m o r e  l ik e ly  to  b e  la b e le d  d e f ic ie n t  as a  r e s u lt  o f  fa c to rs

Anchorage School District
Educating Students for Success in Life

L a r r y  W ig e t  
E x e c u t iv e  D ir e c t o r ,  P u b l i c  A f f a ir s  

P h o n e :  907-742-4322 
F a x :  907-742-4175 

E m a i l :  w ig e t j a r r y 0 m s m a i l . a s d . k 1 2 .a k . u s  
D e b b i e  O s s ia n d e r ,  C h a i r  

L e g is la t iv e  S u b c o m m i t t e e  
Phone:907-688-2308 

F a x :  688-2319 
E m a i l :  o s s ia n d e r _ d e b b ie @ m s m a i l . a s d .k l2 . a k .u s

mailto:ossiander_debbie@msmail.asd.kl2.ak.us
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A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e

Please enter into the record my testimony to the M~
committee name

committee on S B , dated *2.
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Signed: \
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T h e  M S B  w o u l d  l i k e  t o  h a v e  a  r e s id e n t i a l  t r e a t m e n t  c e n t e r  f o r  c h i l d r e n  lo c a t e d  w i t h i n  t h e  
B o r o u g h .

A s  m a n y  o f  y o u  a r e  a w a r e  t h e  B o r o u g h ’ s p o p u l a t i o n  h a s  b e e n  in c r e a s in g  a t  3 .5 %  p e r  
a n n u m  - t h e  f a s t e s t  i n  t h e  S t a t e .

W e  w o u l d  l i k e  im p r o v e d  p s y c h ia t r i c  c a r e  f o r  o u r  r a p i d l y  g r o w i n g  n u m b e r  o f  r e s id e n t s .

R e c o g n i z i n g  t h e  im p o r t a n c e  o f  a  c e r t i f i c a t e  o f  n e e d  a n d  t h e  l i m i t e d  a m o u n t  o f  S t a t e  
M e d i c a i d  d o l l a r s  t h e  a c t i o n s  y o u  t a k e  w i l l  l i k e l y  h a v e  a  s i g n i f i c a n t  b e a r in g  o n  t h e  n u m b e r  
o f  c h i l d r e n  t h a t  c a n  b e  t r e a t e d ,  w h e r e  t h e y  w i l l  b e  t r e a t e d ,  h o w  t h e y  w i l l  b e  t r e a t e d  a n d  
e v e n  h a v e  a  e f f e c t  o n  t h e i r  f u t u r e  p r o g n o s is .

O u r  d e s i r e  is  f o r  t h e  S t a t e  to  r e v i e w  t h e  m e n t a l  h e a l t h  s y s t e m  i n  t o t a l ^ a n a ly z in g  t h e  f u l l  
r a n g e  o f  c a r e .

W e  u n d e r s t a n d  t h a t  a p p r o x im a t e l y  8 5 %  o f  m e n t a l  h e a l t h  s e r v i c e s  f o r  c h i l d r e n  a r e  f u n d e d  
t h r o u g h  t h e  M e d i c a i d  p r o g r a m .

T h e r e f o r e ,  w e  t h i n k  i t  i s  im p o r t a n t  t o  f u l l y  u n d e r s t a n d  t h e  b u d g e t a r y  im p a c t  o f  a d d in g  
m o r e  a c u t e  c a r e  b e d s  o n  t h e  S t a t e ’ s  l i m i t e d  M e d i c a i d  b u d g e t .

W e  f e e l  t h a t  a  m o r a t o r i u m  o n  t h e  a d d i t i o n  o f  p s y c h ia t r i c  b e d s  w i l l  f a c i l i t a t e  a c t i o n s  to  
p r o v i d e  a  m o r e  b a l a n c e d  s y s t e m  o f  c a r e .

S B  2 5 6  T e s t im o n y

A  m o r a t o r i u m  w i l l  a ls o  a l l o w  f o r  b e t t e r  p l a c e m e n t  o f  c h i l d r e n  a n d  a v o i d  n e w  a c u t e  
i n p a t i e n t  c o s t s .
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A la s k a  G a t e w a y a 2 5.657,647 485.40 -4.2% 20.0% 29.2% 40 .0% 30.8%
A le u t ia n  R e g io n 3 0 2.253A58 75.15 60.9% 17.7% 16.5% 0 .0% 10.1%
A le u t ia n s  E a s t 6 0 5,767.567 299.55 -3.5% 12.4% 0 .0% 26.5% 25.1%
A lv e s k a  C e n t r a l 1 1 4,364,793 1.419.47 -46.0% N/A 0 .0% 0 .4% 0 .0%
A n c h o r a g e 92 21 314.231,543 48.157.22 0 .1% 14.7% 9 .7% 3 .5% 17.2%
A n n e t t e  I s la n d 3 3 3.716.277 368.00 3 .6% 17.9% 0 .0% 3 .2% 40.1%
B e r in g  S t ra it 15 0 25,010.294 1.775.45 -0.4% 15.7% 50.1% 42 .3% 43.6%
Bristo l B a y 3 0 3.164.746 278.60 -5.8% 7.5% 2 .6% 38 .0% 4 .5%
C h a t h a m 5 0 2.704/458 257.00 -5.5% 6 .5% 6 .0% 12.1% 23.8%
C h u g a c h 4 0 2,^61/486 157.35 -2.3% 9 .6% 1.8% 7 .2% 6 .0%
C o p p e r  R iv e r 9 2 5.942,254 727.29 1.9% 13.3% 0 .9% 1.3% 16.2%
C o r d o v a 2 1 3,837.694 485.45 -1.2% 9 .9% 5 .7% 33 .7% 10.3%
C r a ig 3 2 3.389.350 420.60 -2.6% 12.6% 0 .0% 13.3% 12.4%
D e l t a / G r e e ly 6 2 6.459.565 898.78 -18.3% 8 .6% 12.9% 0 .7% 24.8%
D e n a l i 3 3 3.966.143 326.50 -9.8% 8 .2% 0 .0% 0 .0% 8 .8%
D i l l in g h a m 2 0 5.554.906 561.80 2 .5% 17.7% 39.4% 48 .4% 21.3%
F a ir b a n k s 33 5 109.903.583 15.804.16 -1.0% 13.0% 3 .9% 1.5% 14.0%
G a l e n a 4 2 18.041,399 3.660.00 13.2% 2 .3% 3 .4% 0 .6% 0 .3%
H a in e s 5 1 3.552,705 413.45 -7.9% 12.2% 0 .7% 4 .0 % 17.9%
H o o n a h 2 2 3,137.904 236.75 2 .6% 13.1% 8 .1% 16.1% 13.1%
H y d a b u r q 2 2 2.395,605 107.85 -2.4% 19.4% 0 .0% 62 .0% 10.2%
Id lf a r o d 11 2 6.914/459 568.10 6.3% 10.6% 31.8% 23 .2% 25.6%
J u n e a u 12 1 37.794.848 5.646.85 -1.0% 10.8% 11.4% 0 .0% 13.7%
K a k e 2 2 2.141,427 166.70 -10.3% 10.2% 23.5% 19.3% 30.7%
K a s h u n a m lu t J 1 3.707/432 298.20 6 .9% 8.7% 100.0% 44 .3% 68.3%
K e n a l P e n in s u la 40 7 73.527.510 9.982.41 -2.0% 11.8% 4 .4% 7 .4% 19.4%
K e t c h ik a n 9 1 17,934.788 2.598.90 -4.6% 11.4% 1.9% 4 .5% 18.5%
K la w o c k 2 2 2.326.987 206.00 2.5% 18.2% 0 .0% 7 .4% 27.1%
K o d ia k 14 1 22.659.875 2.810.05 0.4% 12.8% 13.7% 18.7% 14.0%
K u s p u k 11 0 6.907.295 493.85 4 .1% 14.9% 52.3% 3 .0% 50.9%
L a k e  &  P e n in s u la 15 0 10.666.230 480.95 -12.4% 11.8% 0 .0% 70.1% 44.4%
L o w e r  K u s k o k w lm 28 22 48.912,026 3.614.00 1.7% 13.2% 75.0% 26.4% 47.4%
L o w e r  Y u k o n 11 11 23.798.029 1.936.15 4 .0% 10.6% 92.2% 41 .8% 68.1%
M at- Su 30 5 80,753.629 12,513.08 -1.6% 15.3% 5 .1% 3 .8% 21.3%
M t . E d g e c u m b e 1 0 4.854.999 329.00 6.9% 1.5% 7.0% 43 .2% 0 .0%
N e n a n a 2 0 4.080.918 1.005.00 152.5% 1.5% 0 .0% 1.9% 4 .7%
N o m e 4 2 6.572.569 769.10 -0.9% 8.9% 74.7% 33.1% 17.4%
N o r th  S lo p e 10 10 44,201.167 2.008.90 -1.7% 9 .4% 81.2% 48 .6% 5 .8%
N o r t h w e s t  A r c t ic 13 12 29.395,514 2.151.50 3.0% 11.3% 34.1% 40.0% 32.8%
P e l i c a n 1 1 627.993 33.65 12.9% 11.1% 0 .0% 55.6% 16.7%
P e t e r s b u r g 3 1 4,995.165 699.10 -7.0% 14.8% 2 .4% 24.0% 13.3%
P r ib llo f 2 1 1.973.556 158.25 0 .5% 13.1% 30.0% 0 .0% 28.1%
S a in t  M a r y ' s 1 1 1.873.388 144.15 11.0% 14.3% 100.0% 62 .4% 69.2%
S itk a 6 1 11.768.002 1.722.11 1.6% 13.4% 2 .2% 3 .6% 13.3%
S k a q w a y 1 1 1.663.348 131.30 2.1% 8 .3% 0 .8% 0 .0 % 0 .8%
S o u t h e a s t  Is la n d s 10 0 3.612.107 294.50 -1.1% 7.0% 0 .0% 17.8% 20.1%
S o u t h w e s t  R e a lo n 9 0 10.740.066 758.25 -2.1% 13.2% 98.9% 60 .1% 58.5%
T a n a n a J 0 1.298.878 92.75 -10.8% 12.9% 58.1% 53 .8% 23.7%
U n a la s k a 2 2 3.952.718 351.91 -0.3% 9 .9% 15.8% 0 .0% 5 .9%
V a ld e z 3 1 8.095.840 865.20 1.2% 14.6% 0 .0% 3 .2% 9 .2%
W r a n a e l l 3 1 4,043.265 505.05 -4.1% 12.9% 0 .0% 12.7% 15.4%
Y a k u t a t 1 1 2.132.695 159.75 -3.8% 12.6% 15.1% 19.5% 13,2%
Y u k o n  F la ts 9 0 7,425,762 352.10 -6.3% 19.4% 13.6% 8 .9% 44 .2%
Y u k o n / K o y u k u k 11 10 9,110.966 535.85 -2.4% 18.2% 68.7% 28.4% 31.1%
Y u p llf 3 0 6,114.289 398.00 -1.0% 15.9% 100.0% 71.4% 53.7%
S ta tew id e  493 149 $1,041,691,117 131,696.40 -0.9% 13.0%
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14.6% 9.0% 19.3%
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A la s k a  G a f e w a v  19.4% 30.6% 30.6%, 27.8% i 13.9% 33.3% 32.4% 29 .7%  30 .6%  27 .8%  21.6% 32.4%
A le u l i a n  R e a io n  0 .0% 50.0% 25.0%i 25.0% 0 .0 % 100.0% 40.0% 20 .0%  16.7% 16.7% 0 .0% 16.7%
A le u t ia n s  E a s t 17.4% 17.4% 44.0% 12.0% 17.4% 17.4% 7 .7%  26 .9%  51.9% 7 .4%  30 .8% 15.4%
A ly e s k a  C e n t r a l N/A * N/A * N/A* N /A * N /A * N /A * 20.0% 60.0% 20 .0%  80 .0%  20.0% 60.0%
A n c h o r a a e 35.7% 18.0% 41.9% 18.6% 35 .0% 20.7% 34 .4%  16.7% 41 .0%  15.5% 35 .9% 18.8%
A n n e t t e  Is la n d 18.2% 36.4% 23.5% 26.5% 11.8% 38 .2% 4 .0 %  36 .0%  8 .0%  36 .0%  4 .0% 40.0%
B e r in a  S tra it 2 .3% 63.6% 16.7% 52.4% 10.2% 56 .3% 1.7% 71.9% 7 .4% 50 .4%  4 .1% 56.6%
Bristo l B a y 29 .2% 33.3% 50.0% 16.7% 25 .0% 33.3% 31.6% 0 .0%  52 .6%  0 .0%  21.1% 5 .3%
C h a t h a m 11.8% 47.1% 5 .9% 47.1% 6 .3 % 43 .8% 18.8% 46 .9%  22.6% 38 .7%  18.2% 48.5%
C h u q a c h N/A* N/A* N/A * N/A * N /A * N/A * 16.7% 41 .7%  16.7% 8 .3%  16.7% 16.7%
C o p p e r  R iv e r 28 .9% 17.8% 35.6% 17.8% 24 .4% 28.9% 32.3% 16.1% 41 .9%  12.9% 30.6% 19.4%
C o r d o v a 48 .8% 24.4% 43.9% 17.1% 34 .1% 17.1% 47 .1%  -11.8% 58 .8% 5 .9%  50 ,0% 11.8%
C r a lq 30 .0% 13.3% 50.0% 6 .7% 43 .3% 20 .0% 11.4% 17.1% 42 .9%  5 .7 %  8 .6% 51.4%
D e l t a / G r e e lv 634.4% i 28.1% 39.1% 18.8% 39 .1% 26 .6% 40 .3%  13.0% 59 .7%  9 .1%  42.9% 19.5%
D e n a l i 60 .9% 0 .0% 77.3% 0 .0% 52 .4% 0 .0% 45 .7%  8 .6%  40 .0%  14.3% 42.9% 14.3%
D l l l l n a h a m 17.0% 27.7% 19.1% 31.9% 25 .5% 31 .9% 21.6% 40.5% 16.2% 32 .4%  10.8% 35.1%
F a ir b a n k s 35 .7% 11.5% 42.1% 13.6% 35 .8% 17.2% 35.6% 13.7% 39 .1% 13.2% 36.4% 16.9%
G a l e n a 47 .8% 15.0% 38.2% 21.3% 40 .6% 22.1% 46 .7%  13.7% 40 .0% 15.7% 38.4% 14.1%
H a in e s 51 .2% 4 .7% 47.6% 7 .1% 47 .6% 4 .8 % 32.5% 22.5% 51 .3% 5 .1%  12.8% 25.6%
H o o n a h 13.3% 40.0% 46.7% 6 .7% 26 .7% 26.7% 9 .1 %  45 .5% 50.0%  13,6% 18.2% 50.0%
H v d a b u r a 0 .0% 30.8% 7.7% 61.5% 7 .7% 61 .5% 20.0% 60.0% 20.0% 60 .0%  0 .0% 60.0%
Id lf a r o d 11.9% 45.2% 19.0% 35.7% 7 .1% 47 .6% 19.6% 45 .7%  30 .4%  19.6% 21 .7% 34.8%
J u n e a u 35 .2% 17.4% 51.4% 10.0% 33 .5% 22.5% 40 .1%  13.1% 41.6% 15.7% 39 .5% 17.9%
K a k e 0 .0% 40.0% 0 .0% 70.0% 0 .0% 40.0% 35.7% 35.7% 50 .0%  21 .4%  35.7% 35.7%
K a s h u n a m lu t 0 .0% 54.2% 8 .3% 41.7% 0 .0 % 45 .8% 4 .5%  50 .0% 13.0% 34 .8%  13.0% 47.8%
K e n a l P e n in s u la 33 .0% 16.9% 34.0% 17.1% 29 .2% 18.5% 34 .3%  12.4% 39.8%  14.0% 33.1% 16.8%
K e t c h ik a n 31 .6% 16.8% 29.7% 21.0% 28.6% 27.6% 42 .1%  13.8% 49 .5%  15.5% 29.6% 27.0%
K la w o c k 0 .0% 43.8% 37.5% 18.8% 0 .0% 37.5% 20.0% 33.3% 26 .7% 13.3% 13.3% 26.7%
K o d ia k 26 .1% 26.9% 27.1% 25.4% 26 .3% 32.6% 24 .1%  28.6% 25 .4%  17.3% 24.6% 29.6%
K u s o u k 2 .0% 65.3% 8 .3% 50.0% 4 .2 % 60 .4% 6 .5 %  67 .7% 6 .5 %  45 .2%  6 .5% 71.0%
l.n k e  & P e n in s u la 8 .1% 48.6% 11.4% 54.3% 13.9% 44.4% 15.4% 41.0% 25.6%  33 .3%  17.9% 43.6%
L o w e r  K u s k o k w lm i 10.8% 62.1% 21.7% 33.0% 10.8% 51 .0% 5 .0 %  68.5% 17.8% 38 .0% 5 .7% 48.7%
L o w e r  Y u k o n 2 .6% 71.1% 6 .5% 58.2% 6 .6 % 53 .6% 2 .2%  78.7% 5 .8%  54 .7%  3 .6% 63.8%
M at- Su 35.3% 14.1% 38.0% 14.6% 31 .5% 18.8% 35.4% 11.1% 45 .5%  10.5% 32.5% 17.9%
M t . E d a e c u m b e N /A * N/A* N/A* N /A * N /A * N /A * N /A * N/A * N /A * N /A * N /A * N/A*
N e n a n a 46 .3% 19.5% 24.4% 24 .4% 39.0% 26 .8% 45 .3%  8 .0%  40 .0%  6 .7 %  37.3% 16.0%
N o m e 16.1% 33.9% 33.3% 31.6% 19.3% 35.1% 44 .0%  22.0% 40 .0%  24 .0%  44.0% 24.0%
N o r th  S lo o e 10.0% 46.1% 30.1% 25.1% 16.3% 43 .5% 11.0% 57.9% 23.3% 32 .2%  15.6% 38.1%
N o r t h w e s t  A r c t ic 6 .7% 58.8% 6 .0% 55.7% 7 .3% 58.5% 5 .8%  69.3% 3 .7%  48 .1%  5 .8% 56.5%
P e l i c a n N /A * N/A * N/A* N/A * N /A * N /A * N /A * N/A* N /A * N /A * N/A * N/A *
P e t e r s b u r a 36 .7% 14.3% 28.6% 26.5% 32.7% 20 .4% 40 .0%  11.7% 46.7% 5 ,0%  43 .3% 13.3%
P r lb l lo f 22 .2% 22.2% 22.2% 11.1% 11.1% 11.1% 0 .0 %  50.0% 0 .0%  50 .0%  0 .0% 50.0%
S a in t  M a ry 's 9 .1% 36.4% 63.6% 9 .1% 0 .0 % 36.4% 22 .2%  55.6% 55.6% 0 .0%  11.1% 22.2%
S itk a 41 .7% 14.4% 42.4% 15.9% 34 .8% 20.5% 40 .2%  13.6% 42 .4%  10.6% 40.2% 12.9%
S k a a w a v 55 .6% 11.1% 52.9% 11.8% 29 .4% 29.4% 45 .5%  0 .0%  36 .4% 9 .1 %  63 .6% 0 .0%
S o u t h e a s t  Is la n d s 21 .1% 21.1% 5 .3% 21.1% 15.8% 21.1% 54 ,2%  0 .0%  20 .8%  12.5% 45 .8% 12.5%
S n i if h w e s t  R e g io n 3 .2% 72.6% 16.1% 53.2% 6 .3% 60.3% 4 .1 %  69.4% 38.8% 34 .7%  16.3% .44.9%

T a n a n a 0 .0% 60.0% 0 .0% 40.0% 0 .0% 80.0% N /A * N/A * N /A * N /A * N/A * N/A *
U n a la s k a 22 .6% 29.0% 25.8% 29.0% 35 .5% 25.8% 25.0% 10.7% 39 .3% 21 .4%  23.6% 7.1%
V a ld e z 42 .5% 10.0% 35.0% 11.3% 37.5% 16.3% 34 .1%  13.6% 45 .5%  8 .0%  30.7% 21.6%

W r a n o e l l 42 .5% 5 .0% 65.0% 2 .5%  .32.5% 17.5% 36 .4%  9 .1%  56 .8%  4 .5%  25 .0% 11.4%

Y a k u t a t 18.2% 36.4% 18.2% 27.3% 18.2% 36.4% 11.1% 22.2% 11.1% 33 .3%  22.2% 22.2%

Y u k o n  F la ts 3 .0% 63.6% 9 .4% i62.5% 0 .0% 71.9% 4 .0 %  60.0% 12.0% 56 .0%  4 .0 %  68.0%

Y u k o n / K o y u k u k N /A * N/A* N/A * N/A * N /A * N/A * N /A * N/A* N /A * N /A * N/A * N/A *

Y u p l lt  ____ 6 .5% 71.0% 0 .0% 75.9% 10.3% 51.7% 0 .0%  88.2% 3 .2%  90 .3%  5 .9%  85.3%
S ta tew ide  31.9% 21.9% 37.3% 20.5% 30.7% 24.5% 31.9% 21.2% 38.1% 17.5% 31.7% 22.6%
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C o p p e r  R iv e r
25 .7%  60.0% 5 .7%C o r d o v a

C r a ig ________
D e l t a / G r e e lv  
D e n a l i_______
D i l l in g h a m
F a ir b a n k s

18.0% 61.9 %  11.3% 8 .8%  1.5% 47 .2%  39.0%
30.4 %  56 .5% 8 .7%  4 .3%  17.4% 60.9%__2 1 7 %

9 1% 84 .5% 18.2% 18.2% 0 .0%  27 .3%  63.6%
19 8%  37.5% 25.0% 25.0% 0 .0%  25 .0%  50.0%
10.5%  42 .1%  28.9% 18.4% 5 .3%  18.4% 57.9%
1 9 J %  60 .3%  11.3% 9 .3% 3 .4%  48 .8%  37.7%

0 .0%  65.2% 30.4% 
9 .1%  36.4% 18.2%

K n s h u n a m lu t
K e n a l  P e n in s u la

K o d ia k
K u s p u k

N o m e _______________ 5.6%
N o r t h  S lo p e __________^2%
N o r t h w e s t  A r c t ic  3 .6%
P e l i c a n

S it k a _________________ 14.8% 6 o . i%  ii .Q T b
S k a g w a y _____________11.1% 77.8% 11-1%
S o u t h e a s t  I s la n d s  17.6% 70.6% 5 .9%
S o u t h w e s t  R e g io n  0-0% 27 .4%  32.3%

0 .0%  25 .0%  50.0% 25.0% 
0 .0%  36 .8%  63.2%  0 .0%

T a n a n a
U n a la s k a
V a ld e z
W r a n g e l l
Y a k u t a t

37 .0%  18.5% 44.4% 0 .0%
37 .1%  37.1% 22.9% 2 .9% 20 .0%  57.1% 20.0% 11.4% 42.9% 20 .0% 25.7_%

1 9 9 9 - 2 0 0 0  A l a s k a  D i s t r i c t  P r o f i l e s  -  c o n t i n u e d

G rade  3 Benchm ark Exam Results

C
.0)

I ?a. §
s i

A la s k a  G a t e w a y  4 .5 %  65.9% 13.6% 15.9%— (10%
A le u t ia n  R e g io n  0 .0 %  57 .1%  14.3% 28.6%
A le u t ia n s  E a s t  10.3% 44 .8% 24.1 % __ 2 0 7 A
A ly e s k a  C e n t r a l  
A n c h o r a g e

0.0%
0.0%

44 .4%
0.0%

35.6%
71.4%

20.0% 10.9% 45 .7% 23 .9%  19.6%

27 .6%  58.6%
28.6%
13.8%

14.3%
13.8%

14.3%
37.9%

42 .9%  28.6%
41.4% 6 .9%

33.3% 60.0% 0 .0%  6 .7%  0 .0%  53 .3%  33.3%
17.4% 57.7% 13.7% 11.2% 4 .3%

0.0%
49 .0%
37.5%

37.1%
54.2%

13.3%
9 .6%

13.3%
28.2%

60.0%
38.7%

20.0%
22.4%

A n n e t t e  I s la n d  0 .0 %  80.0% 20.0% 0 .0%
B e r in g  S t ra it 3 .1%

6 .3%
29.9%
62.5%

44 1% 22.8% 3 .2%  25 .4% 50.8%
62.5%

20.6%
18.8%

6 .5%
6 .3%

26.0%
43.8%

43.9%
31.3%

23.6%
18.8%7 ,3%  25.0% 0 .0%  18.8%B ris to l B o y

C h a t h a m
C h u g a c h

19.0%
8 .3%
1.9%

f o .6 %  6 d '%  3 .9%  5 3 J > % _ J 6 6 % _  5 .9%  31.5% J>L2% 20 .8% 6J %

G a l e n a  
H a in e s  
H o o n a h  
H y d a b u r g  
I d l t a r o d

23.4%
4 .3%

27.3%
62.5%
45.9%

10.9%
0.0%

18.2%
12.5%
10.8%

J u n e a u  
K a k e

K e t c h ik a n
K la w o c k

l a k e  & P e n in s u la  
l o w e r  K u s k o k w lm

n n %  46.3% 19.5% 34.1%___ 0 ,Q%_
4 .1 %  32 .5%  34.1%

Lower Yukon 0.6%
15.7%

28.1% 28.7%
_293%_
42.7%

0.8% 22 .5%  52.6% 24.1% 9 .7%  32.3%___36.7%— 21,4%_

0 .0%  20 .9%  52.3% 26.7%
7.3%

2.9%
28.1%

22.2%
43.6%

41.5%
22.6%

33.3%
5 .6%

M a t- S u ~A4 3%  11.4% ~ 8.5%  3 .8%  46 .2%  4 2 7 %

M t . E d q e c u m b e .  
N e n a n a __________ 12.3% 73.7% 7 .0%

f i.6 %  49 .3%  16.9%

12.9%
19.1%

P e t e r s b u r g  
P r lb l lo f  
S a in t  M a ry 's

11.8%
24.2%

jk o n  F la ts

61.1% 11.27,23.97,38.37,26.77,11.1740.1745.47o3.4712.6%
' u k o n / K o v u k u k  
' u p l l t  
t a t e w id o
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Grad© 6 Benchmark Exam Results
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Skagway 57.1% 42.9% 0.0% 0.0% 28.6% 71.4%
Southeast Islands 35.0% 35.0% 20.0%
Southwest Region 6.0% 17.9% 35.8%

10.0%
40.3%

15.0% 55.0%
0.0%

30.0%
0.0%
0.0% 40.0% 20.0%

14.3%
20.0%

14.3%
20.0%

1.5% 29.9% 44.8% 23.9% 8.8% 23.5% 17.6% 50.0%
28.6% 0.0% 57.1% 14.3% 0.0%

Unolaska
Valdez

38.5% 19.2% 7.7% 14,8%
28.6%
66.7%

57.1%
18.5%

14.3%
0.0%

12.5%
1?,2%_

25.0%
34.6%_

37.5% 25.0% 
19.2% 26.9%

43.4% 28.9% 21.1% 6.6% 28.9% 48.7%___ 19.7%_

Wrangell 53.5% 32.6% 11.6% 2.3% 18.6% 65.1% 16.3%
_2jS% 38.2% 35.5% 10.5% 15.8%,
0.0% 41.9% 46.5% 7.0% 4.7%

Yakutat 4/1.4% 33.3% 11.1% 111% 11-1% 222%__ 0.0% —55̂ 6%—11.1% 22.2%_
Yukon Flats 13.0% 8.7% 30.4% 47.8%

Yukon/Kovukuk 11.4% 29.5% 34.1% 25.0%
4 5% 31.8% 36.4% 27.3% 5.0% 25.0% 15.0% 55m
4 8% 38.1% 40.5% 16.7% 7.5% 22.5% 27.5% 42.5%_

Yupllt
Statewide

nn% 3 4% 41.4% 55.2% 0.0%
42.0% 27.9% 19.2% 10.9%

10.7% 53.6% 35.7% 0.0% 0.0% 13.8% 86.2%.
21.2% 51.0% 23.3% 4.4% 27.4% 34.7% 15.5%
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Grade 10 HSGQE Results
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Alaska Gateway 71.0% 29.0% 29.0%, 71.0% 16.7%, 83.3% 15 6.7% 5.1%, 90.5% 32
Aleutian Region 75.0% 25.0% 25.0% 75.0% 25.0% 75.0% 0 0.0% 0.0%, 94.2% 1
Aleutians East 52.2% 47.8% 17.4% 82.6% 4.8% 95.2% 0 0.0% 1.0% 91.5% 13
Alyeska Central 92.9% 7.1% 48.3% 51.7% 27.6% 72.4% 59 6.2% 0.3% 100.0% 34
Anchorage 78.4% 21.6% 50.5% 49.5% 35.9% 64.1% 1.207 5.6% 2.2% 93.6% 2,355
Annette Island 55.6% 44.4% 29.6% 70.4% 3.7% 96.3% 0 0.0% 0.4% 95.8% 27
Bering Strait 29.7% 70.3% 22.7% 77.3% 14.3% 85.7% 21 3.2% 3.3% 89.2% 72
Bristol Bay 90.5% 9.5% 66.7% 33.3% 19.0% 81.0% 2 1.6% 1.0% 93.4% 18
Chatham 57.9% 42.1% 31.6% 68.4% 10.5% 89.5% 4 3.4% 0.0% 91.5% 14
Chuaach 83.3% 16.7% 83.3% 16.7% 50.0% 50.0% 15 18.5% 0.0% 96.4% 3
Coaaer River 78.7% 21.3% 45.7% 54.3% 44.7% 55.3% 24 6.9% 11.0% 92.7% 42
Cordova 75.0% 25.0% 50.0% 50.0% 25.0% 75.0% • 0 0.0% 1.1% 93.6% 30
Craig 73.1% 26.9% 56.0% 44.0% 20.8% 79.2% 2 1.0% 1.7% 90.5% 31
Delta/Greelv 65.1% 34.9% 37.2% 62.8% 24.4% 75.6% 16 2.5% 0.9% 92.7% 56
Denali 92.0% 8.0% 52.0% 48.0% 66.7% 33.3% 0 0.0% 0.4% 92.6% 24
Dillingham 60.0% 40.0% 26.7% 73.3% 8.9% 91.1% 29 12.3% 0.7% 90.4% 22
Fairbanks 80.2% 19.8% 50.0% 50.0% 33.3% 66.7% 481 6.6% 1.4% 93.0% 808
Galena 84.4% 15.6% 48.3% 51.7% 30.8% 69.2% 45 3.2% 0.0% 99.7% 109
Haines 73.3% 26.7% 42.9% 57.1% 23.3% 76.7% 15 7.0% 1.4% 94.6% 28
Hoonah 78.3% 21.7% 34.8% 65.2% 34.8% 65.2% 43 .3% 0.7% 93.0% 16
Hvdaburg 20.0% 80.0% 0.0% 100.0% 0.0% 100.0% 3 5.9% 0.0% 80.4% 5
Idltarod 47.6% 52.4% 23.8% 76.2% 8.7% 91.3% 7 2.9% 0.0% 94.5% 27
Juneau 81.4% 18.6% 54.3% 45.7% 48.0% 52.0% 98 3.7% 1.0% 91.8% 329
Kake 66.7% 33.3% 33.3% 66.7% 16.7% 83.3% 33 .9% 1.6% 97.0% 7
Kashunamlut 30.8% 69.2% 7.7% 92.3% 0.0% 100.0% 6 5.1% 3.4% 94.6% 10
Kenai Peninsula 79.1% 20.9% 49.2% 50.8% 37.6% 62.4% 233 4.6% 3.1% 93.6% 680
Ketchikan 87.7% 12.3% 55.5% 44.5% 34.3% 65.7% 82 6.8% 2.4% 94.7% 124
Klawock 47.1% 52.9% 25.0% 75.0% 12.5% 87.5% 2 2.1% 0.0% 90.3% 20
Kodiak 70.5% 29.5% 47.7% 52.3% 25.1% 74.9% 51 4.2% 0.1% 93.0% 133
Kusauk 37.1% 62.9% 19.4% 80.6% 11.4% 88.6% 32 15.2% 0.0% 89.5% 25
Lake 8t Peninsula 42.1% 57.9% 21.1% 78.9% 15.8% 84.2% 5 2.4% 3.7% 90.4% 18
Lower Kuskokwlm 34.4% 65.6% 25.0% 75.0% 8.5% 91.5% 127 9.0% 4.7% 92.3% 122
Lower Yukon 22.5% 77.5% 13.0% 87.0% 9.0% 91.0% 83 11.2% 1.0% 89.1% 56
Mat-Su 85.1% 14.9% 55.4% 44.6% 41.2% 58.8% 198 3.2% 3.1% 92.5% 708
Mt. Edgecumbe 65.9% 34.1% 56.0% 44.0% 30.5% 69.5% 0 0.0% N/A 97.0% 48
Nenana 79.4% 20.6% 52.9% 47.1% 30.3% 69.7% 0 0.0% 0.1% 99.5% 21
Nome 47.7% 52.3% 14.3% 85.7% 2.4% 97.6% 4 1.2% 4.6% 94.8% 31
North Slope 33.9% 66.1% 18.6% 81.4% 11.6% 88.4% 46 5.7% 1.7% 88.7% 103
Northwest Arctic 27.6% 72.4% 12.5% 87.5% 4.2% 95.8% 52 6.3% 1.2% 90.2% 77
Pelican 75.0% 25.0% 50.0% 50.0% 0.0% 100.0% 0 0.0% 0.0% 93.2% 2
Petersburg 93.8% 6.2% 69.8% 30.2% 47.6% 52.4% 7 2.1% 0.6% 94.4% 41
Pribilof 61.5% 38.5% 42.9% 57.1% 14.3% 85.7% 2 2.8% 0.9% 89.1% 5
Saint Mary's .28.6% 71.4% 28.6% 71.4% 28.6% 71.4% 5 11.4% 0.0% 92.4% 5
Sitka 68.6% 31.4% 47.9% 52.1% 34.4% 65.6% 25 3.1% 1.0% 92.0% 112
Skaqway 90.9% 9.1% 81.8% 18.2% 54.5% 45.5% 0 0.0% 0.0% 92.8% 4
Southeast Islands 84.0% 16.0% 36.0% 64.0% 26.9% 73.1% 4 2.8% 2.2% 92.4% 16
Southwest Region 16.2% 83.8% 10.5% 89.5% 2.6% 97.4% 11 4.4% 0.8% 90.8% 22
Tanana 37.5% 62.5% 0.0% 100.0% 0.0% 100.0% 0 0.0% 1.9% 97.6% 6
Unalaska 87.5% 12.5% 80.8% 19.2% 46.2% 53.8% 0 0.0% 2.1% 91.4% 17
Valdez _860% 14.0% 69.6% 30.4% 47.4% 52.6% 3 0.7% 1.4% 92.5% 50
Wrangell 81.2% 18.8% 48.5% 51.5% 41.9% 58.1% 3 1.2% 2.0% 94.5% 38
Yakutat 75.0% 25.0% 41.7% 58.3% 16.7% 83.3% 0 0.0% 0.8% 92.5% 8
Yukon Flats 31.2% 68.8% 12.5% 87.5% 6.2% 93.8% 19 13.3% 0.4% 74.4% 15
Yukon/Koyukuk 38.5% 61.5% 8.0% 92.0% 4.0% 96.0% 14 6.2% 0.8% 88.6% 38
Yupllt 4.8% 95.2% 20.0% 80.0% 0.0% 100.0% 24 14.1% 7.7% i86.2% 13
Statewide 74.6% 25.4% 47.6% 52.4%

Report Card

33.3% 66.7% 3,088

to the Public 1999-2000

5.1% 2.1% 93.1% 6,671
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Alaska Department of Education & Early Development 
School Report Card

Since its inception, the Report Card to the Public has been a dynamic document reflecting 
changing priorities regarding the reporting of information concerning public education. In the 
late 80’s and early 90’s the Report Card to the Public focused on the reporting of detailed 
information from each school district in the state. In the mid-to-late 90’s the focus shifted to the 
reporting of statewide information and brief summary regarding the districts in the state. Finally, 
in January 2001 the focus shifted once again and the department began reporting information for 
each public school in the state.

Providing information for each school in the state presented the department with two unique 
challenges:

Firstly, the small size of many schools in the state accentuated the inherent conflict 
between providing the public with information regarding student performance and federal 
requirements of confidentiality of individual student records.

Secondly, reporting information for each school increased the size of the document to 
more than 500 pages.

Due to the increased costs of producing a 520 page document as well as the numerous 
violations of Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act contained in the final document, 
the department decided to look into alternatives to publishing a paper version of the 
1999/2000 School Report Card and future report cards.

Current Report Card Pians for Format and Content
In early February 2002 the 2000/2001 School Report Card to the Public was posted on the 
department website. Report cards for each school are arranged in alphabetical order by school 
name. At the end of March 2002 the department will publish a CD version of both the 
1999/2000 and 2000/2001 School Report Cards to the Public. The department is also working to 
organize the data on the website in a more user-friendly format. By the end of March the web 
version of the school report card will be reformatted to include statewide and district information 
and individual schools will be organized by district.

The department is currently reviewing the current Report Card to the Public to identify areas that 
need to be improved in order to meet the intent of state statute and provide the public with useful 
information regarding public schools in the state. As part of this process the department is also 
working to identify the additional reporting requirements in the Elementary and Secondary 
Education Act to determine how these requirements can effectively be incorporated into the 
School Report Card to the Public beginning with the 2002/2003 school year.

Relation to Capacity Building
The focus on school accountability and the dramatic increases to the statewide system of student 
assessments have taxed the capacity of the data management staff to their limits. The department 
is currently developing a data management plan that will allow the department to collect, verify, 
manage, and warehouse data in an effective manner.

Response to issues raised by Senator Wilken
Prepared by Mark Leal
2/19/2002


