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S e n a te  B ill  129 " A n  A ct r e la t in g  to p u b lic  h ig h  s c h o o l
c o m p e te n c y  e x a m in a tio n ;  a n d  p r o v id in g  
fo r  an  e f fe c t iv e  d ate."

S p o n so r  S ta te m e n t

T he  s tu d e n ts  in  A la s k a  w h o  c o m p r is e  th e  H ig h  S c h o o l C la s s  o f  2002 a re  
th e  f irs t g ro u p  w h o  w i l l  n e e d  to p a s s  th e  H ig h  S c h o o l G ra d u a t io n  
Q u a lify in g  E x a m in a t io n  (HSGQE) in  o rd e r  to  r e c e iv e  a  h ig h  s c h o o l 
d ip lo m a . T h e  in i t ia l  s c o r e s  o f  th e s e  s tu d e n ts  in d ic a t e  th a t  a n  
u n a c c e p t a b le  n u m b e r  o f  th em  m a y  n o t  do w e l l  e n o u g h  to  r e c e iv e  a 
d ip lom a .

Senate B ill 129 am en d s the ex istin g  statu te regard ing secon d ary  pupil 
com p eten cy  testin g , w h ile a llow in g  the m andatory testin g  date o f  2002 . T h is bill 
also  exten d s the d ates for  required  p assage in ord er to receive a h igh  sch oo l 
dip lom a until 2004  for the read ing and  E n glish  portions o f  the test a n d  2005  for  
m ath  p ortion .

D uring the tran sition  period , th ose  stu d en ts w ho do h ave a  p assin g  sco re  on  any  
portion  o f  the H S G Q E  w ill receive ack n ow led gem en t o f that a ch ievem en t on  
their d ip lom as and tran scrip ts.


