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164 ELEMENTARY AND SECONDARY: ATTENDANCE

T a b le  155 A q e s  fo r co m p u ls o ry  s c h o o l a tte n d a n ce , s p e cia l e d u ca t io n  s e rv ice s  fo r  s tu d e n ts , p o lic ie s  for
^  .  L .  .  4  n n " 7  f  f l G k

Compulsory 
spoclal edu­
cation serv­
ices, 1997'

Year-round schools, 1995 Provision ot kindergarten oducation, 1995

State
Compulsory
attendance, Has policy on Has districts School districts required lo oiler Altondanco required

1997 yoar-round
schools

with yoar- 
round schools Hall day Full day Half day Full day

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 Q 9

Alabama ................. 7 to 16 3 to 21 X X
Alaska..................... *7 to 16 3 to 21 X
Arizona ...•................ 36 to 16 3 to 21 X X X x
Arkansas................. 510 17 3 to 21 X X X
California ................ 6 to 1f 3 to 21 X X X

Colorado................. 7 to 16 4 3 to 20 X
7 to 16 3 to 20 X

XDelaware ................ 5 to 16 3 to 20 x
District of Columbia ... 
Florida.....................

5 to 18
6 to 16

53 to 21 
3 to 20 X X

X
X X

7 to 16 3 to 21 X X
66 to 18 3 lo 20 X
7 to 16 3 to 20 X X
7 to 16 310 20 X X X

Indiana.................... ’ 1 to 18 3 to 21 X X

Iowa........................ 6 to 16 Birth to 20
7 to 16 3 to 20

Kentucky................. 8 6 to 16 3 to 20 X X
7 to 17 3 to 21 — — —

Maine...................... 7 to 17 310 19
Maryland.................. 5 to 16 Birth to 20 X
Massachusetts......... 6 to 16 3 to 21 X

6 lo 16 Birth to 25
Minnesota................ °7 to 16 Birth to 20 X X X

6 lo 17 3 lo 20 X X

7 to 16 3 lo 20 X X X
Montana.................. ,07 to 16 3 to 18 X
Nebraska ................ 7 to 16 Birth lo 20 X

7 to 17 3 10 21 X X
New Hampshire....... 6 to 16 3 to 20

6 to 16 3 to 21
New Mexico............. 5 to 18 3 to 21 X X X

" 6  to 16 3 to 21 X X
North Carolina ......... 7 to 16 3 to 20 X X
North Dakota ........... 7 to 16 3 to 20 X X X A

Ohio ........................ 6 to 18 3 tn 21 X X X
5 to 18 310 21 X X X
7 lo 18 310 21 X X

Pennsylvania ...........
Rhode Island ...........

8 10 17 
6 to 16

3 to 20 
3 to 20

X
X X

South Carolina......... >35 to 17 •>3 to 21 X X X
South Dakota........... ,06 lo 16 

7 to 17
3 lo 21 
3 lo 21

X
X

X
X

X
X

Texas ......................
U lah........................

6 lo 17 
6 lo 18

3 to 21 
3 to 21 X 
X X

X
X
X

X
X

7 10 16 3 10 21
5 to 18 210 21 X X X X

'38 lo 18 3 10 20 X
West Virginia ........... 6 lo 16 3 to 20 X X
Wisconsin ................ '■>6 to 18 4 3 to 20
Wyoming................. 7 to 16 43 to 20 X

I Most slates have an upper age limit whoreby education is provided up lo a certain 
age or completion ol secondary school, whichever como3 first.

*Agos 7 to 16 or high school graduation.
’ Ages 6 to 16 or tonth grado completion,
4 Upper ago limit for eligibility has boon updated for 1997.
°State has established two points in the program year by which children must be 3

years of age to bo ciigiblo for services.
* Students ovor the age of 16 may withdraw with the approval of a principal and stu­

dent's guardians, and if an alternative oducation program oxist3.
'From ago 7 until student (1) graduates; (2) botwcon ago 16 to 16 and moel3 require­

ments for exit interview beforo graduation; or (3) roaches 18. Withdrawal boforo IB re­
quires paront/guordian and pnncipal written permission.

"Must have parental signaturo for loaving school between ages 16 to 10.
*Ago 18 takes effect in 2000.
,0Age 16 or completion of eighth grado.
II Ages 6 to 17 for Now York City and Buffalo.
’ iPerm ts parental waiver of kirn*carton at age 5.
13 Or can exit ii ogo 16 or cid* * Iwr* n useful occupation, has mot graduation require­

ments or has a certificate of« I t  ; - rmpotency.

»4Ages 6 to 18 or high school graduation.
— Oata not availablo.

NOTE.—The Education of tho Handicappod Act (EHA) Amendments of 1986 make it 
mandatory for all stales receiving EHA funds to servo all 3- to 18-yoar-okj disabled chil­
dren.

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, Offrco of Special Education and Rehabilita 
live Services, The Eighloonlh Annual Report to Congress on tho Implomontotion o f Tho 
Individuals with Disabiiitios Education Act, 1996: National Association of State Directors 
of Special Education, Inc., unpublished data; Education Commission ol tho States, 
•■Clearinghouse Notes,'• March 1997; and Council of Chief Slate School Officers. Slato 
Education Policios on Student Attondonco and Uso of Ttmo: I99S. (This table was pre­
pared May 1997.)



N E A - A l a s k a
Affiliated with the National Education Association

NEA-Alaska Position Paper 
Senate Bill 11

We appreciated Senator Gene Therriault and Senator Bettye Davis 
introducing SB 11 to lower the compulsory attendance age from seven to 
age 6. The earlier children are expected to attend school the sooner children 
will be exposed to opportunities from socialization to learning.

As schools work to implement new learning standards, exposing children to 
the opportunity to learn at an earlier age will strengthen the foundation upon 
which a child’s learning career is built. The sooner children are exposed to 
opportunities to learn the sooner children can overcome obstacles to 
learning.

Most six-year old children, we believe, are enrolled in first grade, so SB 11 ’s 
impact on facilities and personnel is not clear. Facilities in some school 
districts are already overcrowded, so additional enrollment may tax those 
systems even more. It is important that all children have access and are 
taught in facilities that contribute to learning and child development. 
Teachers and teaching supplies for children should be provided so students 
can take full advantage o f the opportunity to learn at age 6.

NEA-Alaska supports mandatory kindergarten attendance at age five. Alaska 
schools are required to offer kindergarten but attendance is not required.
Even though SB 11 does not establish mandatory kindergarten enrollment, 
requiring children to attend first grade at age 6 is a step in the right direction. 
Expecting children to attend one year sooner than is currently required offers 
a six-year-old student a greater opportunity to learn.

We commend the sponsors for introducing SB 11.

A N C H O R A G E  R E G IO N A L  O F E I C E  • I.S-K) S. ISr.u;.m S tree t, S u ite  100 • A n ch o ra g e , A laska 0050,S • (007) 274 0550 • FAX : (007) 274-0551 
J U N E A U  O F F I C E  *111  S e co n d  S treet • Itm e .u i, A laska 00,SO I • (007) 5X0 5000 • FAX : (007) 5X0-2744 

F A IR B A N K S  R E G IO N A L  O F F I C E  • 21 I X  S. C u s h m a n  Street • Fa irbanks, A laska 00701 • (007) 45c 4455 • I AX: (0071 450-2150
•<£s2> •



'The Digest of Education Statistics... age: October 1975 to October 1995
http://nces.ed.gov/pubs/d96/D96T007.html

The Digest o f  Education Statistics 1996 /  Table 7

Table 7.--Percent of the population 3 to 34 years old enrobed in school,\1\ by 
race/ethnicity, sex, and age: October 1975 to October 1995

| T otal 1

I All 
| races 

1
1 2

1 White,
I non- 
| Hispanic

1 3

Black,
non-

H i s p a n i c

4

H i s p a n i c
o r i g i n

5

All
races

6

1
I 53.7 I 53.0 57.7 54 . 8 56.1

I 31.5 | 31.0 34.4 2 7.3 30.9

| 94.7 | 95.1 94.4 92.1 94.4

I 99.3 1 99.4 99.3 99. 6 99.2

I 99.3 I 99.3 99.1 99.2 98.9

I 98.2 I 98.5 97.4 95. o 98.4

I 89.0 I 89.5 86.8 86.2 90.7

I 46.9 I 46.8 46.9 44.0 49.9

| 31.2 | 32.1 26.7 27. 5 35.3

I 16.2 I 16.4 13.9 14 .1 20.0
I 10.1 I 10.1 9.4 8.3 13.1

| 6.6 
1

I 6.6 7.1 5.5 7.7

1
I 49.7 I 48.8 54.0 49.8 50.9

I 36.7 | 37.4 38.2 28.5 37.8

I 95.7 | 95.9 95.5 94 .5 95.0

I 99.1 | 99.1 99.4 98.4 99.0

1 99.4 I 99.4 99.4 99.7 99.4

I 98.2 I 98.7 97. 9 94 .3 98.7

I 89.0 1 89.2 90.7 81.3 89.1

I 46.4 I 47.0 45.8 37.8 47.0

1 31.0 1 33.0 23.3 19.5 32. 6
I 16.3 1 16.8 13.6 11.7 17.8

I 9.3 I 9.4 8.8 6.9 9.8

| 6.4 

I

I 6.4 6.9 5.1 5.9

1
I 48.3 | 47.8 50.8 47.7 49.2

I 38.9 | 40.3 42.8 27.0 36.7

I 96.1 I 96.6 95.7 94 .5 95.3

I 99.1 | 99.4 98 . 6 98.4 99.0

I 99.3 I 99.3 99.5 99.4 99.2

I 98.1 I 98.3 98 .1 96.1 98 . 3

I 91.7 | 92.5 91.8 84 .5 92.4

I 51.6 | 53.7 43.5 41.8 52.2

I 35.3 I 37.2 27.7 24 .0 3 6.5

| 16.9 | 17.5 13.8 11.6 18. 8
| 9.2 I 9.6 7.4 6.6 9.4

1 6.1 
|

I 6.2 5.2 5.7 5.4

1
| 50.2 49.8 52.2 47.2 50.9

I 44.4 I 47.2 41.8 30.7 43.9

I 96.5 I 96.7 96.5 94 . 9 96.5

| 99.7 I 99.7 99.8 99. 5 99.7

I 99.6 I 99.7 99.9 99. 1 99. 6

Y e s • a n d  age

M a l e

White,
n o n -

H i s p a n i c

Black,
n o n -

H i s p a n i c

8

1975
Total, 3 to 34 y ears 

3 a n d  4 y e a r s  .
5 a n d  6 y e a r s .
7 to 9 y e a r s  ..
10 to 13 y ears 
14 a n d  15 y e a r s  
16 a n d  17 y e a r s  
18 a n d  19 y e a r s  
20 a n d  21 y e a r s  
22 to 24 y e a r s  
25 to 29 y e a r s  
30 to 34 y e a r s

Total,
3 an d  
5 an d  
7 to 9 
10 to 
14 an d  
16 and 
18 and 
20 and 
22 to 
25 to 
30 to

Total, 3 
3 a n d  
5 an d  
7 to 9 
10 to 
14 a n d  
16 a n d  
18 a n d  
20 a n d  
22 to 
25 to 
30 to

1980
to 34 y e a r s  

4 y e a r s  .
6 y e a r s  .
y e a r s  ..

13 years 
15 y e a r s  
17 y e a r s  
19 y e a r s 
21 y e a r s  

24 y e a r s  
29 y e a r s  
34 y e a r s

1985
to 34 y e a r s  

4 y e a r s  .
6 y e a r s  .
y e a r s  ..

13 y e a r s  
15 y e a r s 
17 y e a r s 
19 y e a r s 
21 y ears 

24 y e a r s  
29 y e a r s  
34 y e a r s

1990
Total, 3 to 34 y e a r s  

3 a n d  4 y e a r s
5 a n d  6 y e a r s  .....
7 to 9 y e a r s  ..... .
10 to 13 years

55,
31,
94 .8
99 
99 
98 
91 
49.4
36.7
2 0 . 8  
13.2
7.5

50. 0 
39.2
95.4
99.0 
99. 4 
98 . 9
89.4
48.5 
34.8 
18.7
9.8
5.6

48.7

3 9.1 
95.6
99.3
99.2 
98 . 4 
92.9
53.4
38.8
19.8 
9.7 
5.6

50.4 
47 .9 
96.8 
99.7 
99. 6

60. 4 
31.4 
94.8 
99 
98 
97 
88  
49 
28 
14 
1 1 . 6  
8.7

56.2
36.4 
94 .1 
99. 5 
99. 4 
98 . 4
90.7 

42.9
2 2 . 8
13.4 
1 0 .  6
7.2

6 
6 
,5 
4 
, 1 
,5 
,0  
,4 
9

52 . 
34 . 
94 .
98.
99. 
98. 
92. 
49. 
29. 
13.5
5.8
3.9

54 .3
38.1
96.2 
99. 9 
99.9
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14 and  15 y e a r s  
16 a n d  17 y ears
19 a n d  19 y e a r s
20 a n d  21 y e ar s  
22 to 24 y e a r s  . 
25 to 29 y e a r s  . 
30 to 34 y e a r s  .

Total, 3 
3 and 
5 a nd  
7 to 9 
10 to 
14 a n d  
16 a n d  
18 a n d  
20 a nd  
22 to 
25 to 
30 to

1995
to 34 y e a r s 

4 y e a r s \ 2 \
6 y e a r s  ..
y e a r s  ...

13 y e a r s  .
15 y e a r s  
17 y ears 
19 y ea r s  
21 years 

24 y e a r s  .
29 y e a r s  .
34 y e a r s  .

99.0 | 99.0 I 99.4 1 99.0 1 99.1 I 99.2 | 99.7

92.5 | 93.5 I 91.7 | 85.4 | 9 2.6 1 93.4 I -■3.0

57.2 | 59.1 1 55.0 1 44.0 I 58.2 I 59.7 | 60. 4

39.7 | 43.1 I 28.3 1 27.2 I 40.3 I 44.2 ! 31.0

21.0 | 2 1.9 1 19.7 | 9.9 ) 22.3 1 23.7 I 19.3

9.7 | 10.4 | 6.1 1 6.3 I 9.2 I 10.0 I 4.7

5.8 | 
|

6.2 | 
1

4.5 I 

1
3.6 1 

1
4.8 I 

1
5.0 | 

1
2.3

1
53.7 |

1
53.8 |

1
56.3 I

1
49.7 |

1
5 4.3 I

1
54.2 | 58. 6

48.7 | 52.2 I 47.8 1 36.9 1 49.4 I 51.1 I 52.4

96.0 | 96.6 | 95.4 I 93.9 1 95.3 I 95 9 I 94.6

98.7 | 98.9 | 97.7 | 98.5 I 98.9 1 99.0 | 98.1

99.1 I 99.0 | 99.2 I 99. r ! 99.1 1 99.0 I 99. 5

98.9 I 98.8 I 99.0 I 98.9 1 99.0 I 98.9 I 99. 6
93.6 I 94.4 | 93.0 I 88.2 | 94.5 1 95.0 I 95. 6
59.4 | 61.8 I 57.5 I 46.1 I 59.5 I 61.9 I 59.2

4 4.9 I 49.7 | 37.8 I 27.1 1 44.7 | 50.0 I 36.7

23.2 | 24.4 I 20.0 I 15.6 | 22.8 | 24.1 I 20.6
11 . 6 I 12.3 1 10.0 I 7.1 1 11.0 | 12.2 I 6.3

5. 9  1 5.7 I 7.7 | 4.7 | 5.4 I 5.0 I 6.9

\l\Includes enrollment in any type of graded public, parochial, or other private schools. Includes nursery 
schools, kindergartens, elementary schools, high schools, colleges, universities, and piofessiona 
schools. Attendance may be on either a full-time or part-time basis and during the day or night. 
Enrollments in "special" schools, such as trade schools, business colleges, or correspondence schools,
are not included.

\2\Preprimary enrollment collected using new procedures. May not be comparable to figures for earlier 
years.
NOTE.-Data are based upon sample surveys of the civilian noninstitutional population.

SOURCE: U.S. D epartm ent o f Commerce, Bureau o f  the Census, Current Population Survey, 
unpublished data. (This table was prepared August 1996.)

Download this table as a Lotus WK1 file.

*8od<

2 of 2
2/5/01 10:26 A M

http://nces.ed.gov/pubs/d96/D96T007.html


J M a s l n t  J§ > ta te  ^ l e g i s l a t u r e
SENATOR 

G E N E  T H E R R IA U L T

Mailing Address:
119 N. Cushman, Suite 101 

Fairbanks, Alaska 99701 
(907) 488-0857  

Fax: (907) 488-4271
S enate

While in session
Stale Capitol 

Juneau, Alaska 
99801-1182  

(907) 465-4797  
Fax: (907) 465-3884

Senate District Q

S en a te  Bill 11: “An ac t  r e la t in g  to th e  le g a l  age  for a t t e n d in g  schoo l;
an d  p ro v id in g  for an  e ffec tiv e  d

S ponso r:  S e n a to r  G ene T h e r r ia u l

S p o n s o r  S t a t e m e n t

Senate Bill 11 lowers the m andatory age for school attendance from  7 years old to 6 years o f  age.

Encouraging a paren t’s com m itm ent to a child’s cducadon, SB 11 requires students to becom e 
involved in a form al educadonal sctdng at the age o f  6. T he option o f  choosing public, private or 
hom e schooling for children will n o t be impacted by this legislation. In  addition, the opdon  to 
enroll a child in K indergarten at age 5 o r 6 is also unaffected.

Research indicates that earlier cducadon is beneficial, and in fact m ost children in Alaska are 
enrolled by the age o f  6. How ever, a small percentage o f  students w ho are enrolled do no t actually 
regularly attend  because state law does no t require it undl age 7. In  som e cases, even though a six- 
year-old is enrolled in school, he o r she m ight miss up to a third o f  the school year and still no t be 
considered truant. This places a burden on teachers to keep the student up with the rest o f  the class, 
and increases the potential for the student to be “ held back.”

Email: Senalor_Gono_Therriault@logis.state.ak.us

mailto:Senalor_Gono_Therriault@logis.state.ak.us


J M a s J h t  l e g i s l a t u r e
SENATOR 

G E N E  T H E R R IA U L T
Mailing Address:

119 N. Cushman, Suite 101 
Fairbanks. Alaska 99701 

(907) 488-0857  
Fax: (907) 488-4271

J§>euate

While in session
State Capitol 

Juneau, Alaska 
99801-1182  

(907) 465-4797  
Fax: (907) 465-3884

Senate District O

To:

S ubject:

Sponsor:

D ate :

R E Q U E S T  F O R  H E A R I N G

S en a to r  L yda  G reen , C ha ir
S en a te  H e a l th ,  E d u c a t io n  & Socia l Serv ices  C o m m it te e

SB 11

S e n a to r  G ene T h e r r ia u  

J a n u a ry  17, 2001

I would like to respectfully request that SB 11 be scheduled for a hearing before the Senate Health, 
Education & Social Sendees Com m ittee.

Senate Bill 11 lowers the m andatory age for school attendance from  7 years old to 6 years o f  age.

Encouraging a paren t’s com m itm ent to a child’s cducadon, SB 11 requires students to becom e 
involved in a formal cducadonal sctdng at the age o f  6. T he opdon  o f  choosing public, private or 
hom e schooling for children will no t be im pacted by this legisladon. In addidon, the opdon  to 
enroll a child in K indergarten at age 5 o r 6 is also unaffected.

Email: SQnator_Gono_Thorriaull@legis.slt.lQ.ak.us

mailto:SQnator_Gono_Thorriaull@legis.slt.lQ.ak.us


J M a s k a  J i t a t e  l e g i s l a t u r e
SENATOR

G E N E  T H E R R IA U L T
i V

Mailing Address:
119 N. Cushman, Suite 101 

Fairbanks, Alaska 99701
(907) 488-0857  

Fax: (907) 488-4271
J ^ e i t a t e

MEMORANDUM  

DATE: January 18, 2001

TO: Senator Green, Chair
Health, Education & Social Services Committee

FROM: Senator Gene Th erriau |^^ M <5y  ,

SUBJECT: SB 11 Teleconference Request

I would like to respectfully request a teleconference be scheduled with the L10 in 
Fairbanks in conjunction with the hearing of Senate Bill 11.

Prospective witnesses are David Pfrimmer, Loyola McManus, and Susan Stitham.

While in session 
State Capitol 

Juneau, Alaska 
99801-1182  

(907) 465-4797  
Fax: (907) 465-3884

Senate District Q

Email: Senator_Gene_Therriault@legis.state.ak. us

mailto:Senator_Gene_Therriault@legis.state.ak


J M a s k a  J§> ta te  ^ l e g i s l a t u r e
SENATOR 

G E N E  T H E R R IA U L T
Mailing Address:

119 N. Cushman, Suite 101 
Fairbanks, Alaska 99701 

(907) 488-0857  

Fax: (907) 488-4271

•f'r

^ e u a t e

While in session 
State Capitol 

Juneau, Alaska 
99801-1182  

(907) 465-4797  
Fax: (907) 465-3884

Senate District Q

R E Q U E S T  F O R  S E C O N D  H E A R I N G

To:

S ub jec t:

S ponsor:

D a te :

S e n a to r  L y d a  G reen , C ha ir
S en a te  H e a l th ,  E d u c a t io n  & Social S erv ices  C o m m it te e

I would like to respectfully request that SB 11 be scheduled for a second hearing before the Senate 
Health, Education & Social Services Committee.

As we discussed during the first hearing on this bill, the language would impact a very small number 
o f  students who currently enroll in school at the age o f  six, hut then attend only sporadically. The 
list o f  exemptions that allow parents to choose schooling other than the public K-12 program is not 
modified by the bill. Parents retain the power to enroll their children in any o f  the alternatives listed 
under AS 14.30.010(h). h addition, the option to ei roll a child in Kindergarten at age 5 or 6 is also 
unaffected.

I am willing to consider an) amendments the committee members may propose that carry out the 
intent o f  this legislation. I f  there are no proposals, I would like a final vote on the bill.

Email: Sonalor_Gone_Therriault@lQgis.state.ak.us

mailto:Sonalor_Gone_Therriault@lQgis.state.ak.us


Exemptions for enrollment per AS 14.30.010(b)
Section (b) exempts the compulsory attendance age when a child:

(1) is provided an academic education comparable to that offered by the public 
schools in the area, either by

(A)attendance at a private school with certified teachers;

(B)t'itoring by certified personnel; or

(C) religious or private school attendance operated in comp1' .tnce with AS 
14.45.100-14.45.200;

(2) attends a school operated by the federal government;

(3) has a physical or mental condition that a competent medical authority 
determines will make attendance impractical;

(4) is in the custody of a court or law enforcement authorities;

(5) is temporarily ill or injured;

(6) has been suspended or expelled under AS 14.03.160 or suspended or denied 
admittance under AS 14.30.045;

(7) resides more than two miles from either a public school or a route on which 
transportation is provided by the school authorities, except that this paragraph 
does not apply if the child resides within two miles of a federal or private 
school that the child is eligible and able to attend;

(8) is excused by action of the school board of the district at a t jgular meeting or 
by the district superintendent subject to approval by the school board of the 
district at the next regular meeting;

(9) has completed the 12th grade;

(10) is enrolled in

(A)a state boarding school established under AS 14.16; or

(B)a full-time program of correspondence study approved by the 
department, whether it is the district or the centralized correspondence 
program;

(11) is equally well served by an educational experience approved by the school 
board as serving the child’s educational interests despite an absence from 
school, and the request for excuse is made in writing by the child's parents or 
guardian and approved by the principal or administrator of the school that the 
child attends;

(12) is being educated in the child’s home by a parent or legal guardian.
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SENATOR LYDA GREEN  
SENATE DISTRICT N

To: Senator Lyda Green

From: Aurora Hauke 

Date: 01/16/01

Re: SB11: Compulsory School Age

This bill was in response to a resolution passed by the Association of Elementary School Principals.

S ince Kindergarden is not mandatory, when a child reaches mandatory age (7), the parent has the 
choice to enter them into kindergarden or first grade. Most first graders are 6, so lowering the 
compulsory school age would allow for a 6-year-old to enter school at either kindergarden or first grade.

As soon as the sponsor statement is prepared, they will send a copy over.

® Page 1
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A 1 a s 1 <a A s s o c ia tio n  o f  
€ l c m e n t A n f  S c h o o l  P r i n c i p a l s

1

Resolution 98-9 
Supporting early childhood education and mandatory 

kindergarten in the State of Alaska.
Submitted by: A la s k a  A s s o c ia tio n  o f  E le m e n ta ry  S ch o o l P rin c ip a ls

WHEREAS research d ea l in g  w ith  bra in g row th  and d e v e lo p m e n t ,  a long 
w ith  lo ng itu d in a l s tud ie s  on th e  b en e f its  o f  Head S tart and o th e r  early 
c h i ld h o o d  p rog ram s  co r re la te  w ith  su c ces s  in s choo l;  a nd

WHEREAS m e e t in g  th e  n eed s  o f y o u n g  ch ild ren , (ages 0-6) has b een  
n o te d  by th e  A laska A d o le s c e n t  Hea lth  C om m it t e e  t o  b e  a c r it ic a l m eans  
o f p re v e n t in g  p ro b lem  behav io rs  am ong  ado le s cen ts ; and

WHEREAS pre-k indergarten and k inde rga r ten  p ro g ram s  p ro v id e  an 
e x c e l le n t  o p p o r tu n it y  for p re v e n t io n  o f s choo l fa ilure; and

WHEREAS p re s en t ly  th e re  is no  Alaska S ta te  S ta t u t e  requ ir in g  
a t t e n d a n c e  in a k inderga r ten  p rogram  by k inderga r ten-aged  ch i ld ren ; and

WHEREAS p re s en t ly ,  n o t  all f ive  yea r o lds  in Alaska a t t e n d  a 
k inde rga r ten  p rog ram ;

BE IT THEREFORE RESOLVED tha t th e  Alaska A s so c ia t io n  o f 
E lem en ta ry  S choo l Princ ipa ls  s uppo r ts  ear ly c h i ld h o o d  e d u c a t io n  and 
mandatory- k inderga r ten  in th e  s ta te  o f  A laska.

b e  IT FURTHER  R ESOLVED  t h a t  th e  A laska A s s o c i a t i o n  o f  Elementary 
S choo l P r inc ipa ls s u p p o r ts  full fu nd ing  o f  a m a n d a to ry  k in d e rg a r ten  as 
well as full fu n d in g  o f t ra n s p o r ta t io n  to  and from  s c h o o l fo r k inderga r ten  
s tu d e n ts .

BACK-UP IN FO R M A T IO N



> He r e  is o n e  e x a m p l e  o f  w h y  Che current: s t a C u e  in i n e f f e c t i v e . C u r r e n t l y

> Che D i v i s i o n  of  Y o u t h  a n d  F a m i l y  S e r v i c e s  is s u p p o s e d  to p u r s u e  t r u a n c y
> in the s t a C e  a l o n g  w i t h  the S c h o o l  D i s t r i c t s  a n d  Bo r o u g h s .  The
> F a i r b a n k s  N o r t h  S t a r  B o r o u g h  p u r s u e s  this as b e s t  t h e y  ca n g i v e n  Che
> limi ts  t h e y  have. O n e  o f  m a n y  cases this y e a r  is  o f  a c h i l d  wh o of five
> y e a r s  o l d  that m i s s e d  75 da y s  o f  sc hoo l l ast y e a r  d ue  to the f a i l u r e  of
> the p a r e n t  to g e t  t h e m  to school. Th e c h i l d  w a s  five. K i n d e r g a r t e n  was
> not m a n d a t o r y  so the p a r e n t  felt n o  c o m p u l s i o n  to m e e c  Che c h i l d ' s
> e d u c a t i o n a l  need. T h e  o n l y  c o n s e q u e n c e  was e d u c a t i o n a l  n e g l e c t  a n d  the

> there wa s n o t h i n g  the B or ough. D.F.Y.S. o r  S c h o o l  d i s t r i c t  c o u l d  do to
> about: it. N o w  at a g e  s i x  the c h i l d  h a s  m i s s e d  55 day s  o f  school. All
> p e r t i n e n t  i n f o r m a t i o n  a b o u t■ p a r e n t  c o n t a c t s , a b s e n c e s  a n d  e d u c a t i o n a l

> d i f f i c u l t i e s  w a s  t u r n e d  o v e r  to the D i s t r i c t  A t t o r n e y  b y  tne School
> D i s t r i c t  o n l y  to be to l d  that d u e  to S t a t e  l a w  t h e r e  w a s  n o t h i n g  that

> they c o u l d  d o  until the l a w  w a s  a m e n d e d / c h a n g e d . T h e i r  h a n d s  a r e  tie d
> w h i l e  this l i t t l e  g i r l s  e d u c a t i o n  a n d  f u t u r e  is f u r t h e r  n e g l e c t e d . Me

> h a v e  d i s c u s s e d  that at the S t a t e  w id e  P r i n c i p a l s  c o n f e r e n c e  a n d  a g r e e d
> that a c h a n g e  n e e d s  to h a p p e n  a.s.a.p. T h e  e d u c a t i o n a l  fu t u r e  o f  this

> y o u n g  c h i l d  a n d  m a n y  l i k e  h e r  d e p e n d s  on o u r  a b i l i t y  to get  these
> c h i l d r e n  i n t o  sch o o l  a n d  k e e p  t hem there. P l e a s e  do y o u r  p a r t  b y

> c h a n g i n g  t h i s  p a r t  o f  the s t a t e  s t a t u t e  so  w e  ca n b e t t e r  do o u r  p a r t  for

> these c h i l d r e n . T h a n k  you.
>
> S i n c e r e l y  Y ours
>
> D a v i d  Pfrimmer, P r i n c i p a l

> No rth  P o l e  E l e m e n t a r y



Re": Compulsory School Age

Subject: Re: Com pulsory School Age 
Date: Fri, 12 Jan 2001 11:39:13 -0900 

From : Loyola McManus <aaesp@alaska.net>
To: Holly Morris <Holly_Morris@legis.state.ak.us>

Hol-y,
S o r r y  I d i d  n o t  ge t  b a c k  to y o u  e a r l i er .  T h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  R e s o l u t i o n  was  

p a s s e d  in 199 8  a n d  is d u e  to b e  r e v i e w e d  at o u r  a n n u a l  c o n f e r e n c e  n e x t  
Oc t ober. I d o  n o t  r e c a l l  a n y  p a r t i c u l a r  d i s c u s s i o n  a t  o u r  last c o n f e re n c e ,  
b u t  do  k n o w  that m a n y  e l e m e n t a r y  p r i n c i p a l s  feel s t r o n g l y  that K i n d e r g a r t e n  
b e  m a n d a t o r y .

M o r e  an d  m o r e  chil d r e  l n e e d  that s t r u c t u r e d  l a n g u a g e  d e v e l o p m e n t  as a 
p r e r e q u i s i t e  f o r  £ x  c'ss in r e a ding. W i t h  the m a j o r i t y  of s t u d e n t s  
a t t e n d i n g  p a r t  o r  1 d a y  K i n d e r g a r t e n ,  t h o s e  w h o  d o  n o t  f r e q u e n t l y  fall 
b e h i n d  u n l e s s  the 2 is p r o v i d i n g  a r i c h  l a n g u a g e  e x p e r i e n c e .

W h i l e  the l a w  c u r r e n t l y  s t a t e s  m a n d a t o r y  a g e  of 7, I b e l i e v e  the r e a l i t y  is 
that m o s t  c h i l d r e n  s t a r t  K i n d e r g a r t e n  at ag e  5 a n d  F i r s t  G r a d e  at a g e  6 .

I a m  c u r r e n t l y  the E x e c u t i v e  D i r e c t o r  of T h e  A l a s k a  A s s o c i a t i o n  Of 
E l e m e n t a r y  P r i n c i p a l s  (AAESP) a n d  a r e t i r e d  p r i n c i p a l .  I w i l l  p a s s  y o u r  
r e q u e s t  on to the a c t i v e  p r i n c i p a l s  s e r v i n g  on o u r  B o a r d  a n d  e n c o u r a g e  the m  
to r e s p o n d  to the S e n a t o r ' s  r e q u e s t  fo r  m o r e  i n f o r ma t i o n .

W e  r e a l l y  a p p r e c i a t e  y o u r  c o n t a c t i n g  us o n  i s s u e s  c o n c e r n i n g  e l e m e n t a r y  a n d  
m i d d l e  s c h o o l  e d u c a t i o n .  D o n ' t  h e s i t a t e  to call u p o n  us at a n y  time.

L o y o l a  M c M a n u s

At 0 9:29 A M  1 / 1 2 / 0 1  -0900, y o u  wrote:

> M s . M c M a n u s ,
>
> A s  y o u  m a y  b e  aware, S e n a t o r  T h e r r i a u l t  i n t r o d u c e d  a bill, SB11, 

> l o w e r i n g  th e c o m p u l s o r y  a g e  f o r  s t a r t i n g  sc ho o l  f r o m  s e v e n  y e a r s  o l d  to 
> s i x  y e a r s  o f  age. I  h a v e  the r e s o l u t i o n  the A l a s k a  A s s o c i a t i o n  o f  
> E l e m e n t a r y  S c h o o l  P r i n c i p a l s  p a s s e d  (Re so lu tio n 98-9), a n d  a m  w o n d e r i n g  

> i f  t her e h a s  b e e n  f u r t h e r  d i s c u s s i o n  in y o u r  a s s o c i a t i o n . In y o u r  
> p o s i t i o n  a s  P r e s i d e n t  o f  the A s s o c i a t i o n ,  I w o u l d  l i k e  to r e q u e s t  a n y  

> i n f o r m a t i o n  y o u  m i g h t  p a s s  a l o n g  r e g a r d i n g  this issue.
>
> M y  n a m e  is H o l l y  M o r r i s  a n d  as a m e m b e r  o f  S e n a t o r  T h e r r i a u l t 's staff,

>
> 1  will  be  c a r r y i n g  this l e g i s l a t i o n .
>
> T h a n k  y o u  in a d v a n c e  f o r  y o u r  p r o m p t  a t t e n t i o n  to this matter.

1/17/01 8:54 A M
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SB*11 Support

S ub jec t: SB 11 S u p p o rt
D ate: Tue, 16 Jan 2001 15:04:24 -0900 

F rom : Loyola McManus <aaesp@alaska.net>
To: Holly Morris <Holly_Morris@legis.state.ak.us>

Holly,

T h e  A l a s k a  A s s o c i a t i o n  Of E l e m e n t a r y  School P r i n c i p a l s  w o u l d  b e  in s t r o n g  
s u p p o r t  of l o w e r i n  the m a n d a t o r y  sc h o o l  age f r o m  7 y r s . to 6 y r s . A s  y o u  
know, o u r  R e s o l u t i o n  98-9 w e n t  e v e n  f u r t h er  b y  s u p p o r t i n g  " m a n d a t o r y  
K i n d e r g a r t e n " .

It is w e l l  k n o w  that s t r o n g  r e a d i n g  s k i l l s  a r e  a t r e m e n d o u s  a s s e t  in 
s u c c e s s  in school. In fact m u c h  sc h o o l  f a il u r e  c a n  b e  t r a c e d  to the l a c k  of 
g o o d  r e a d i n g  skills. S t u d e n t s  w h o  s tart t heir fo r m a l  e d u c a t i o n  w i t h  t h e i r  
p e e r s  in K i n d e r g a r t e n  (age 5) o r  at the lat e s t  F i rs t  G r a d e  (age 6 ) h a v e  a 
m u c h  b e t t e r  c h a n c e  of d e v e l o p i n g  the c o r r e c t  l a n g u a g e  a n d  p r e  r e a d i n g  
s k i l l s  tha n  t h o s e  w h o  d o  n o t  a r r i v e  at school u n t i l  a g e  7.

A  s t u d e n t  w h o  f irst a r r i v e s  at s c h o o l  at age 7 w o u l d  b e  a g e  a p p r o p r i a t e  for 
s e c o n d  graders. H o w e v e r  a c a d e m i c a l l y  s/ h e  w o u l d  m o s t  l i k e l y  fit b e t t e r  w i t h  
K or  F i r s t  g r a ders. T h i s  c a n  be a t e r r i b l e  d i l e m m a  for t ho s e  i n v o l v e d  in 
g r a d e  p l a c e m e n t .
Do y o u  p l a c e  a c h i l d  w i t h  o t h e r s  w h o  a r e  socially, p h y s i c a l l y , a n d  
e m o t i o n a l l y  at h i s / h e r  level ev e n  t h o u g h  s /he w i l l  not b e  a b l e  to d o  the 
a c a d e m i c  w o r k , t h u s  h a v i n g  the e a r l y  e x p e r i e n c e s  b e  t h os e  of f a i l u r e ?
Do y o u  p l a c e  a c h i l d  w h e r e  s / h e  fits a c a d e m i c a l l y  e v e n  t h o u g h  s /he w o u l d  
feel s / h e  w e r e  w i t h  "babies", f o s t e r i n g  n e g a t i v e  p e e r  i n t e r a c t i o n s ?  B o t h  
c a s e s  w o u l d  be d a m a g i n g  to the child.

If the m a n d a t o r y  s t a r t i n g  a g e  w e r e  c h a n g e d  to 6 years, it w o u l d  b e  e a s i e r  
socially, p h y s i c a ll y ,  a n d  e m o t i o n a l l y  to p l a c e  h i m / h e r  in K i n d e r g a r t e n  o r  
if s / h e  h a d  s o m e  l a n g u a g e  b a c k g r ou n d ,  to p l a c e  in F i r s t  g r a d e  w i t h o u t  b e i n g  

so fa r  behind.

We  at A A E S P  e x p r e s s e d  b y  o u r  R e s o l u t i o n  98-9 that the v e r y  b e s t  w o u l d  be 
to h a v e  all c h i l d r e n  start at a g e 5 in K i n d e r g a r t e n  to a s s u r e  an  e v e n  s t a r t  
a n d  p r o v i d e  s t r o n g  l a n g u a g e  a n d  r e a d i n g  d e v e l o p m e n t  support. W i t h  the S t a t e  
focus o n  " b e n c h m a r k  testing" a n d  the "exit exam" it w o u l d  s e e m  l o g i c a l  to 
r e q u i r e  a t t e n d a n c e  at the a g e  w h e n  the m a j o r i t y  o f  c h i l d r e n  first b e g i n  
th e i r  fo r m a l  scho o l i n g .

A n o t h e r  p r o b l e m  w i t h  the c u r r e n t  r e q u i r e m e n t  of "age 7" is that w h e n  a 
f a m i l y  h - s  t r u a n c y  pr ob l e m s ,  a sc h o o l ca n p u r s u e  the i s s u e  in c o u r t  b u t  m a y  
h a v e  to e x c l u d e  the first g r a d e r  b e c a u s e  s/h e  is n o t  y e t  7 a n d  thus "not 
r e q u i re d "  to b e  in school. T h i s  doe s  not h e l p  that c h i l d  o r  that fa m i l y  
d e v e l o p  g o o d  e d u c a t i o n a l  habits.

W e  c o m m e n d  S e n a t o r  T h e r r i a u l t  for p r o p o s i n g  the l o w e r i n g  of the m a n d a t o r y  
a g e  for school a t t e n d a n c e  a n d  as m e n t i o n e d  a b o v e  w o u l d  b e  p l e a s e d  to see 
it go to 5 y e a r s  of a g e  so that all s t u d e n t s  s t a r t  together.

1/16/01
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Legislative Action

Subject: Legislative Action
Date: 17 Jan 2001 08:41:03 -0900

From: "Marman_Meg" <marman_meg@msmail.asd.kl2.ak.us>
To: "Morris Holly" <Holly_Morris@legis.state.ak.us>

I r e c e i v e d  i n f o r m a t i o n  a b o u t  a b il l  b e i n g  i n t r o d u c e d  r e d u c i n g  the m a n d a t o r y  
s c h o o l  age from 7 to 6 w h i c h  I w a n t  to f ully support. I'm  p r e s e n t l y  a 
p r i n c i p a l  in An c h o r a g e ,  but p r e v i o u s l y  taught k i n d e r g a r t e n  for a n u m b e r  of 
y ears. It is e s s e n t i a l  that we p r o v i d e  a l i t e r a c y  r i c h  e n v i r o n m e n t  for o u r  
y o u n g  c h i l d r e n  at the e a r l i e s t  a g e  p o s s i b l e .  T h i s  is e v e n  m o r e  i m p o r t a n t  if 
the c h i l d r e n  a r e  l i v i n g  in l ower s o c i o - e c o n o m i c  e n v i r o n m e n t s .  T h a n k  y o u  for 
r e l a y i n g  this i n f o r m a t i o n  to the a p p r o p r i a t e  people. Thanks. M e g

1/17/01 9:17 A M
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mandaatory school agge

Subject: mandaatory school agge
Date: Tue, 16 Jan 2001 16:27:31 -0900 

From: Kathie Cook <kathie@northstar.kl2.ak.us>
To: Holly.Moniavi*^gis.state.ak.us

I am in f a v o r  of l o w e r i n g  t h e  m a n d a t o r y  sc h o ol  a ge  to six. I w o u l d  
a l s o  s u p p o r t  m a n d a t o r y  k i n d e r g a r t e n .  K i n d e r g a r t e n  is b e c o m i n g  m o r e  
a n d  m o r e  i m p o r t a n t  for g e t t i n g  o u r  kid s  r e a d y  to learn. It w o u l d  s e e m  
to me that h a v i n g  all s t u d e n t s  a t t e n d  k i n d e r g a r t e n  w o u l d  b e  a g o o d  
s tart for b e n c h m a r k  one.

K a t h i e  C o o k
L a d d  E l e m e nt a r y ,  p r i n c i p a l

I n f  I i/16/01 4:29 P M
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Subject:
Date: Thu, 9 Nov 2000 12:23:45 -0900

From: "pfrimm@northstar.kl2.ak.us" <pfrimm@northstar.kI2.ak.us>
To: Representative_Tom_Brice@legis.slate.ak.us, Represenative_John_Davies@legis.state.ak.iis, 

Representative_John_CoghilI@legis.state.ak.us, 
Representative_Gene_Therriault@legis.state.ak.us,
Reprcsentative_Jcannette_Jamcs@legis.statc.us, Senator_Mikc_Miller@legis.stale.ak.us, 
Senator_Gary_Wilken@legis.stalc.ak.us

Dea r  L e g i s l a t u r e s

J u s t  a r e m i n d e r  of a l e t t e r  I s e n t  you all las t  y e a r  r e g a r d i n g  a 
c o u p l e  of e d u c a t i o n a l  issues. I t h o u g h t  s i n c e  this is a n e w  s e s s i o n  
that I w o u l d  a g a i n  e n c o u r a g e  y o u  to p u r s u e  p r o p o s a l .  h e r e  is a c o p y  
of m y  las t  c o r r e s p o n d e n c e .

Dear R e p r e s e n t a t i v e ,
>
> I w o u l d  l i k e  to r e c o m m e n d  a c h a n g e  to a s p e c i f i c  A l a s k a  E d u c a t i o n  Law.
> The S e c t i o n  is u n d e r  C h a p t e r  30 on Pu pi l s  a n d  E d u c a t i o n a l  P r o g r a m s  for

> Pupils, A r t i c l e  1. C o m p u l s o r y  E du ca ti on,  Sec. 1 4. 33 . 0 1 0 .
>
> This o u t d a t e d  s e c t i o n  c u r r e n t l y  s t a t e s  (a) E v e r y  c h i l d  b e t w e e n  s e v e n  a n d

> 16 y e a r s  o f  a g e  s hall a t t e n d  sc ho ol  at the p u b l i c  s c h o o l  in the d i s t r i c t

> in w h i c h  the c h i l d  r e s i d e s  d u r i n g  ea c h  s ch o o l  term. E v e r y  p a r e n t ,
> g u a r d i a n  o r  o t h e r  p e r s o n  h a v i n g  the r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  or c o n t r o l  o f  a

> c h i l d  b e t w e e n  s e v e n  a n d  16 y e a r s  of  a g e  s ha ll  m a i n t a i n  the c h i l d  in
> a t t e n d a n c e  at a p u b l i c  sc hoo l in the d i s t r i c t  in  w h i c h  the c h i l d  r e s i d e s
> d u r i n g  the e n t i r e  sc h o o l  term, ex c e p t  as p r o v i d e d  in (b) o f  this

> section.
>
> The c o m m o n  p r a c t i c e  s t a t e w i d e  is to enroll c h i l d r e n  at fi v e  y e a r s  of  a g e

> in K i n d e r g a r t e n  a n d  f irst g r a d e  at six. A l t h o u g h  s o m e  p a r e n t  w i s h  to

> wait until the c h i l d  is s i x  b e f o r e  e n t e r i n g  k i n d e r g a r t e n  w h i c h  is fine

> too. A f t e r  b e i n g  i n  E d u c a t i o n  f o r  21 y e a r s  I b e l i v e  that K i n d e r g a r t e n

> s h o u l d  b e  m a n d a t o r y . P a r e n t s  c o u l d  h a v e  a c h o i c e  of e n r o l l i n g  t h e m  at

> a ge f i v e  o r  b y  a g e  six. K i n d e r g a r t e n  h a s  d e v e l o p e d  i n t o  an e s s e n t i a l

> p a r t  o f  o u r  e d u c a t i o n a l  p r o g r a m  in the n a t i o n  a n d  state. T h e

> e x p e c t a t i o n  f o r  f i r s t  g r a d e r s  a r e  m u c h  d i f f e r e n t  that t o d a y  than they'

> w er e  w h e n  this S t a t u t e  wa s written. Myr p r o p o s a l  is two part.
>
> One: M a k e  K i n d e r g a r t e n  mandatory'. E n r o l l m e n t  m a y  be at e i t h e r  a g e  5 or

> a g e  6 d e p e n d i n g  on the m a t u r i t y  o f  the s t u d e n t  level a n d  d e c i s i o n  o f  the

> parent.
>
> Two: C h a n g e  the compulsory' a g e  to a t t e n d  sc ho o l  fro m  6 to 17,

> m a i n t a i n i n g  all the c u r r e n t  e x c e p t i o n s  p r o v i d e d  in the c u r r e n t  se ction.
>
> H e r e  is o n e  e x a m p l e  o f  why' the c u r r e n t  s t a t u e  in i n e f f e c t i v e . C u r r e n t j y

> the D i v i s i o n  of Y ou th  a n d  Family' S e r v i c e s  is s u p p o s e d  to p u r s u e  truancy-
> in the s t a t e  a l o n g  w i t h  the Sch oo l D i s t r i c t s  a n d  B or o u g h s .  The
> F a i r b a n k s  N o r t h  S t a r  B o r o u g h  p u r s u e s  this as  b e s t  t h e y  ca n g i v e n  the
> l i m i t s  t h e y  have. O n e  of  m a n y  c a s e s  this y e a r  is of  a c h i l d  w h o  o f  five
> y'ears o l d  that m i s s e d  75 d a y s  o f  sc ho ol  last y e a r  du e to the f a i l u r e  o f

> the p a r e n t  to get t h e m  to school. The  c h i l d  was five, K i n d e r g a r t e n  w as
> n ot m a n d a t o r y  so  the p a r e n t  felt n o  c o m p u l s i o n  to me e t  the c h i l d ' s
> e d u c a t i o n a l  need. T h e  only' c o n s e q u e n c e  was  e d u c a t i o n a l  n e g l e c t  a n d  the
> there w a s  n o t h i n g  the Borough, D.F.Y .S . or Sc h o o l  d i s t r i c t  c o u l d  d o  to
> a b o u t  it. N o w  at a g e  s i x  the c h i l d  h a s  m i s s e d  59 day's of  s c ho ol . All
> p e r t i n e n t  i n f o r m a t i o n  a b o u t■ p a r e n t  c o n t a c t s , a b s e n c e s  a n d  e d u c a t i o n a l

I ol 2 I l/M/00 9:08 A M

mailto:pfrimm@northstar.kl2.ak.us
mailto:pfrimm@northstar.kI2.ak.us
mailto:Representative_Tom_Brice@legis.slate.ak.us
mailto:Represenative_John_Davies@legis.state.ak.iis
mailto:Representative_John_CoghilI@legis.state.ak.us
mailto:Representative_Gene_Therriault@legis.state.ak.us
mailto:Reprcsentative_Jcannette_Jamcs@legis.statc.us
mailto:Senator_Mikc_Miller@legis.stale.ak.us
mailto:Senator_Gary_Wilken@legis.stalc.ak.us


> d i f f i c u l t i e s  w a s  t u r n e d  o v e r  to the D i s t r i c t  A t t o r n e y  b y  the Sch oo l
> D i s t r i c t  o n l y  to b e  t o l d  that d u e  to S t a t e  l a w  t h e r e  was  n o t h i n g  that
> t h e y  c o u l d  d o  until the l a w  w a s  a m e n d e d / c h a n g e d . T h e i r  h a n d s  a r e  tied
> w h i l e  t h i s  l i t t l e  g i r l s  e d u c a t i o n  a n d  f u t u r e  is f u r t h e r  n e g l e c t e d . We
> h a v e  d i s c u s s e d  that at the S t a t e  w i d e  P r i n c i p a l s  c o n f e r e n c e  a n d  a g r e e d
> that a c h a n g e  n e e d s  to h a p p e n  a.s.a.p. T h e  e d u c a t i o n a l  f u t u r e  o f  this
> y o u n g  c h i l d  a n d  m a n y  l i k e  h e r  d e p e n d s  on o u r  a b i l i t y  to g e t  these
> c h i l d r e n  i n t o  s c h o o l  a n d  k e e p  them  there. P l e a s e  d o  y o u r  p a r t  b y

> c h a n g i n g  this  p a r t  o f  the s t a t e  s t a t u t e  so we c a n  b e t t e r  d o  o u r  p a r t  for
> t h e s e  c h i l d r e n . T h a n k  you.
>
> S i n c e r e l y  Y o u r s
>
> D a v i d  P fr i m m e r ,  P r i n c i p a l
> N o r t h  P o l e  E l e m e n t a r y



S B  11 School Age

Subject: SB 11 School Age
Date: Mon, 05 Feb 2001 19:51:06 +0000 

From: Rod McCoy <rodmccoy@alaska.com>
To: Senator_Lyda_Green <Senator_Lyda_Green@legis.state.ak.us>, 

Senator_Loren_Leman <Senator_Loren_Leman@legis.state.ak.us>, 
Senator_Jerry_Ward <Senator_Jeny_Ward@legis.state.ak.us>, 
Senator_Gary_Wilken <Senator_Gary_Wilken@legis.state.ak.us>, 
Senator_Davis <Senator_Bettye_Davis@legis.state.ak.us>

A l l  e d u c a t i o n a l  r e s e a r c h  on a g e  of i n s t r u c t i o n  s u p p o r t s  e a r l y  a t t e n d e n c e  
in school.

P a r e n t s  c a n  e a s i l y  opt out in this s t a t e  b y  s i m p l y  s a y i n g  t h e y  a r e  ho m e  
schooling.

Bu t  at l e a s t  set the s t andard.

R o d  M c C o y
7749 O l d  H a r b o r  Rd. 
A n c h o ra g e ,  A k  99504 
337 6138

S e n d  S B  11 o u t  of c o m m i t t e e
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POM for Senator Green

From: Msĝ SSHSSBSBI V£ * Zft'OZs / f\J
1 1 4 0  G a i l  D r  '

W a s i l l a ,  A K  9 9654 C o n s t i t u e n t

E m a i l :

Bill: SB 11 

M e s s a g e :

T i t l e:  C O M P U L S O R Y  S C H O O L  A G E

Please pass SB 11.

E n t e r e d  i n  M A T  o n  2 / 0 6 / 0 1  P O M I D : 9 9119

T e l e p h o n e :  3 76 - 2 5 1 7  

R e g i s t e r e d  V o t e r :  V

D i s t r i b u t i o n :  5

M a i n  M e n u S t o r e  All S t o r e  T h i s  One . P r e v  POM
. . .  . . .  . . .  ■ . . . —
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S e n a te  B i l l  11

•R ex< l V ) x o - V  A ,  ( V t O f e - k u x I

PD fcoyr ZZbl'b
K i l k t W n ,  He.  <3Cl^ /o i -3o/s>

S ub jec t: S enate  Bill 11
D ate: Thu, 8 Feb 2001 13:32:07 -0900

F rom :
To: _ en@legis.state.ak.us>

<rachaelmoreland@att.net>
\7R' Ot-6

I

Dear Senator Green ,

Greetings from Ketchikan! Jack happened to mention Senate Bill 11 in a conversation th is 
morning. Alaska has very strong statu tes th a t  allow parents to excercise th e ir  
respons ib il ity to educate th e ir  ch ildren. W e have worked hard to preserve those rights. 
SB 11 str ips parents o f yet another choice. I  hope tha t you will not support it.

A proposal which will lower th e  age of compulsory government school attendance from age 
7 to 6 is not in th e  bes t in terest o f ch ildren. Families who choose to send th e ir  kids to 
government schools should also be able to choose when to begin tha t process. As you know 
as a parent and grandparent, some ch ildren are ready fo r  school at ear l ie r ages than 
others. O f te n  th e  o ldest & o lder ch ild ren are not ready fo r  school as early as th e ir  
younger siblings. I  know th is  was true in my family. Parents or guardians who know the  
ch ild should make the  decis ion regarding when th e ir  ch ild should begin school - not a 
government employee. C ircumstances in which ch ildren are not rece iv ing any education 
whatsoever (i.e. not being taught at home, etc.) are extreme ly  rare, and in those instances 
th e re  are usually o ther areas of neg lect and/or abuse fo r  which th e re  are government 
programs to assist (and enroll th e  ch ild in a government school). W ha t are th e  fiscal 
impacts o f SB 11 ? W ha t are the  benefits? And do those benef its  outweigh parental 
respons ib il ity o f doing what's best fo r th e ir  ch ild ren (in th e ir  opinion, not th e  
governments)? Who or what organizations strongly support th is  proposal?

Please consider SB 11 carefu lly  and thoroughly in th e  Senate H ESS  Committee.

Thank you, keep up th e  great work

S incere ly ,
Rachael

RachaelMoreland 
PO Box 23013 
Ketchikan, AK 99901
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Subject: SB 11 f
Date: Wed, 7 Feb 2001 07:16:58 -0900 

From: "Jack E. Phelps" <jephelps@worldnet.att.net>
To: "Lyda Green" <Senator_Lyda_Green@Iegis.state.ak.us>

c W - £  P K j 2 , t p s

l> 0  & V  5 33.67
Die c(ci°i-6\- drik't 

• o i - o c e > /  r ? _

L y d a
N o  g o o d  c a n  c o m e  of this i d e a  to p u s h  the c o m p u l s o r y  a t t e n d a n c e  a g e  
dow n w a r d.  T h e r e  is no e v i d e n c e  tha t  c h i l d r e n  ar e b e t t e r  off b e i n g  
i n s t i t u t i o n a l i z e d  at a n  e a r l i e r  a g e  a n d  p l e n t y  o f  e v i d e n c e  to t h e  c o n trary. 
T h e  o n l y  re a l  m o t i v e  b e h i n d  s uch a b i l l  is to g e t  the s c h o o l  A D M  i n c r e a s e d  
so the d i s t r i c t s  ca n  e x t o r t  m o r e  m o n e y  f r o m  the GF. T h e  o n l y  o t h e r  
m o t i v a t i o n  I c a n  t h i n k  of o r i g i n a t e s  w i t h  t h o s e  w h o  t h i n k  e d u c r a t s  c a n  take 
b e t t e r  c a r e  of k i d s  t h a n  p a r e n t s  can. Please, f o r  the s a k e  of c h i l d r e n  a n d  
families, if not for fiscal reasons, d o  w h a t  y o u  c a n to w a y l a y  t h i s  bill. 
L o r e n  a n d  J e r r y  h a v e  s a i d  t h e y  w i l l  h e l p  y o u  h o l d  it in c o m m i t t e e .  I w i l l  
tal k  to G e n e  to t r y  to f i n d  out w h a t  th e  h e c k  he h a s  i n  mind. H o p e f u l l y ,  he 
w i l l  l i s t e n  to reason.
L e t  m e  k n o w  if y o u  w a n t  m e  to d o  a n y t h i n g  else.
J a c k

j e p h e l p s @ a t t . n e t

"Only those w i l l i n g  to r i s k  g o i n g  too f a r  c a n  p o s s i b l y  f i n d  o u t  h o w  far one 
c a n  g o ."
-- T.S. E l i o t
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/
S u b jec t: A greem en t w ith SB 11

D ate: Tue, 6 Feb 2001 15:45:24-0900 
F ro m : "Barbara Kamrath" <debk@dgsdmail.dgsd.kl2.ak.us>

O rg an iza tio n : DGSD
T o: <Senator_Lyda_Green@legis.state.ak.us>, <Senator_Loren_Leman@legis.state.ak.us>, 

<Senator_Pete_Kelly@legis.state.ak.us>, <Senator_Jeny_Ward@legis.state.ak.us>, 
<Senator_Gary_Wilken@legis.state.ak.us>, <Senator_Bettye_Davis@legis.state.ak.us>

Dear Senator:

As an elementary educator and primary principal I know first hand the importance o f  young children being in a caring and 
challenging environment to begin their educational journey. The first steps o f  this journey need to begin at the earliest possible 
age in order to maximize the positive effect o f  language development, numerical exploration and other readiness skills for future 
success in school.

A s a community o f  learners and educators w e have more input in our young children's education if they are enrolled in the 
public/private school setting. Truancy regulations would g ive teeth to this requirement o f  reducing the mandatory age for school 
attendance to 6 years o f  age.

W e are now introducing high stakes assessments and evaluations to our students (as young as 3rd grade).
It is only fair that w e give them more than an adequate opportunity to meet the challenges o f  these benchmarks. By requiring 
them to be in school or receive schooling a year younger we have opened the window more widely for systematic learning.

I urge you to fully conside^SB 1^) sponsored by Senator Therriault, and do what is best for the young children o f  Alaska.

to m s & m g a m a
Director
Safe Schools/Healthy Students 
Delta/Greely School District 
Delta Junction, AK 99737

Agreement with SB 11

po R x > y  ZBii
M k  Clcn s i

R ' .  & > ~ o \ o  / £
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From: Ms. A n i t a  J  B y e r s  >//? ' a/5 I <>) 7 /  T e l e p h o n e :  2 6 2 - 6 1 8 8
PO B o x  865 U  I 1 / ( A

S oldotna, A K  9 9669 N O N  C o n s t i t u e n t  R e g i s t e r e d  Vo t e r : V
E m a i l :

Bill: SB 11 Tit le :  C O M P U L S O R Y  S C H O O L  A G E  
M e s s a g e :

I urge you to move this bill out of committee.

E n t e r e d  in S O L  o n  2 / 1 9 / 0 1  P O M I D : 9 9 2 0 3  S t o r e d  D i s t r i b u t i o n :  8

J M a i n  M e n u  . j S t o r e  A l l  . j S t o r e  T h i s  O n e  , | P r e v  P O M  . j N e x t  P O M

THANK YOU for contacting our office. I 
appreciate hearing your ideas and opinions 
on the many concerns we are addressing in 
the Alaska State Legislature.

As I review the issues, I will keep your 
comments in mind and do my best to make 
thoughtful, informed decisions. I applaud 
and appreciate the time and effort you put 
forth to speak up for Alaska!

Please stay in touch.

Sincerely,

ALASKA STATE CAPITOL. JUNEAU. ALASK A 99801-1  
PHONE: -165-6600, FAX: 465-3805. Scnaior_Lyda. G reen®legis.siatc.ak.us

February 2 2 , 2001

D ear A nita .

T h ank  you  for your PO M  regarding SB  11. 
C urrently, the com m ittee  is con tin u in g  to work  
on S B  11. A fter the w ork is com p leted , the 
bill w ill be sch ed u led  for a n ew  hearing.

I of I 2/19/01 12:49 P M



SENATE HEALTH & 
SO C IA L  SE R V IC E S  
COMMITTEE

D A T E :  4 / 2 0 / 0 1

P L

DO YOU WANT

A D D R E S S  (M A I L I N G  & Z I P )  R E P R E S E N T IN G  TO T E S T I F Y ?

P L E A S E  P R I N T :

NAME

SU B JE C T OF M EETING:
SB 11-COMPULSORY SCHOOL AGE

E A S E  S I G



SENATE COMMITTEE REPOR 
First Committee of Referral

FURTHER: FinanceDATE: 1/8/01

Date of 5-Day Notice: CO/Q£>/o| DATE TURNED i
(in accordance with Uniform Rule 23) IN TO OFF ICE:___ Q S .1

Health, Education and Social Services Committee considered SENATE BILL NO. 11

An Act relating to the legal age for attending school; and providing for an effective date,

Senate Bill: . ...
[ ] same title 
[ ] new;title*. 
House RiH:
[ ] same title ’
[ ] technical title 
[ ]' newf SCR #.

and recommends:

be replaced with.

adopt previous

attached amendment(s)

adopt Letter of Intent by Committee
: 7

further referral to Committee

PREVIOUS FISCAL NOTE(S] 
Department- $|jpf 4Date$ vHj

NEW FISCAL NOTE(S):
Fiscal

[ ] APPROPRIATION - no fiscal note

SiGNA^URESANDRECGMMENDATi!


