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PO Box 875735 
Wasilla, AK 99687 
May 2, 2001

Senate HESS Committee:
Lyda Green 
Loren Leman 
Jerry Ward 
Gary Wilkin 
Betty Davis

Dear Senate MESS Members,

Historically, Alaska has been on the cutting edge of providing education to all children, 
the exceptional in every way. Last week, House HESS removed Article 3a from HB 71, 
effectively killing gifted education in this state.

It is my understanding that HB 71 is now in your committee. It is my further 
understanding that House Finance restored Article 3a to HB 71. I would ask that you 
check to see that Is so, and to express your support for keeping Article 3a in HB 71.

A big thank you to Reps. Clssna, Croft and Whitaker for their support and work on 
behalf of Alaska’s best and brightest students.

My children deserve a free, APPROPRIATE education, just like every other child in this 
state. My tax dollars support education for all children...including my gifted child!
Being smart does not mean these children do not have special needs. They do, just as 
much as the ’handicapped’. They do not fit in within the ‘normal’ range and need our 
support and assistance. Research for the past 30 years supports this. I have access 
to several web sites that can bring you up to speed on the needs of the gifted and 
their struggles to ‘fit In' our current educational system. Please feel free to contact 
me if you wish to know more.

Thank you for your consideration. Our children thank you as well.

Sincerely,

Chris Casler
Parent and advocate for all children with needs
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Trapper Creek Elementary School
P.O, B ox  13105 

T rap p e r C re ek  A laska  9 9 $ 8 3  
( 9 0 7 ) 7 3 3 - 2 2 9 8  Fax (9 0 7 ) 7 3 3 -1 3 7 0

D e a r  L eg isla to r,
A s  a n  e d u c a to r , I find it d is tre ss in g  to  le a rn  th e  fu nd ing  fo r th e  g ifted  

h a s  b e e n  re m o v e d  from  HB 7 1 . G ifted  e d u c a tio n  p ro g ra m s  a r e  a  vital p a r t  
o f  o u r  e d u c a tio n a l p ro g ra m  a n d  sh o u ld  b e  c o n tin u e d  to  b e  Inc luded  in th e  
e d u c a tio n a l fund ing  p a c k a g e .
T h is  p ro g ra m  sh o u ld  b e  m a n d a te d  by th e  A la sk a  L eg is la tu re  fo r th e  fu tu re  
o f  A la s k a 's  k ids. P le a s e  r e c o n s id e r  yo u r d ec is io n .

S in cere ly ,

T e a c h in g  P rincipal
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O P E R A T IN G  E X P E N D IT U R E S
P e r s o n a l S e r v ic e s
T r a v e l
C o n t r a c t u a l
S u p p l ie s
E q u ip m e n t
L a n d  & S t r u c tu r e s
G r a n t s  & C la im s
M is c e l la n e o u s

T O T A L  O P E R A T IN G

STATE OF ALASKA
2001 LEGISLATIVE SESSION

R e v is io n  D a te / T im e  (N o te  If c o r r e c t io n ) : ______________
T il ls :  A n  a c t  ro ta t in g  to  s p e c ia l e d u c a l io n . . ,

S p o n s o r :  R u le s  C o m m it t e e
R e q u e s t o r  G o v e r n o r_________

Expondlturos/Revenues

D e p t  A ffe c te d : 
[B R U :
C o m p o n e n t :

Fiscal Mole Number:
Hill Version:_____
il l)  Publish Date:

MB 71
01.17 01

_ C o m p o n e n t  N u m b e r :  

(Thousands of Dollars)

E d u c a t io n  & E a r ly  D e v  
T e a c h in g  & L e a r n in g
S p e c ia l a n t i____________
S upp lem enta l S erv ices  

165

C A P IT A L  E X P E N D IT U R E S  j

C H A N G E  IN  R E V E N U E S  ( ) |

F U N D  S O U R C E
1002 F e d e r a l R e c e ip t s
1003 G F  M a t c h
1004 G F
1005 G F / P r c g r a m  R e c e ip t s  
1037 G F / M o n ta l H e a lt h  
Q lh e r  ( S p e c if y  T y p o )_______

T O T A L

N o to : A m o u n t s  d o  r io t  In c lu d e  in f la t io n

( T h o u s a n d s  o f  D o lla r s )

E s t im a t e  o f  a n y  c u r r e n t  y e a r  (FY2001) c o s t :  0.0

P O S IT IO N S
F u ll- t im e
P art- t im e
T e m p o r a r y

A N A L Y S IS :  (Attach a separata page if necessary)
Cu rren tly , th e  d epa rtm en t is  cha rg ed , b y  state statute , to adm in is te r tho state's G ifted E duca t io n  program . T h is  leg is la t io n  c la r if ies 
the  stato's re spons ib ilit ie s  re lating  to tho G ifted  E d u c a lio n  program . A lthough the leg is la t ion  d oo s  not add n ew  respons ib ilit ie s , the 
d epa rtm en t has  not ha d  the resources to m ee t the  requ irem en ts . F ed era l s p ec ia l educa t ion  funds canno t bo used  for th is pu rpose . 
T ho  d epa rtm en t h a s  requested  a n  in c rem en t of $177,700 in  gen e ra l funds in the FY2002 budget for the D iv is ion  o f T ea ch in g  a nd  
L ea rn ing  Suppo rt, S p e c ia l and  S u p p lem en ta l S e rv ic e s  C om p o n e n t to covor tho costs for adm in is te r ing  this program .

P r e p a r e d  by : 
D iv is io n

A p p r o v e d  by: 
A g e n c y

<R«v 11/2000 OMO)

B a rb a r a  T h o m p s o n P h o n e  465-8727
T e a c h in g  a n d  L e a r n in g  S u p p o r t D a te / T im e  11/14/00 10:00 A M

B r u c o  J o h n s o n . D e p u t y  C o m m is s io n e r  o f  E d u c a t io n ____________
D e p t , o f  E d u c - -in & E a r ly  D o v e lo p m o n t  __________________

ir distribution Information, call the Governors Legislative Office

D a te  11/14/00
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