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H B  209  P R O G R A M  F O R  F O R M E R  F O S T E R  C H I L D R E N
Sponsor Statement

H o, <e hill 209 relates to the establishment o f  a foster care transition program  fo r transitioning certain state 
foster care recipients age 18 to 21.

This bill is necessary so that the state may continue to receive federal money to provide the support and 
services needed to assure that these young adults are able to manage their independence after they have 
reached the age o f  m ajority in  foster care. Programs arc in place fo r  these individuals while  they are in 
state foster care; this bill w ill make it  possible to continue to p io v id c  support and services after they reach 
the age o f  m ajority as required by the Foster Care Independence A c t o f  1999.

This bill would direct the D epartm ent o f  Health and Social Services to design, develop, and im plem ent a 
foster care transition program to provide support and services to young adults w ho have reached the age 
o f  18 w hile in state foster care. The program  may provide some o r all o f  the fo llow ing services to these 
young adults: education and vocational training, assistance in obtaining basic education and training, 
career and em ploym ent services, training in basic life  skills, housing and u tility  assistance, m entoring and 
counseling, and other appropriate services to com plem ent the efforts o f  these form er state foster care 
recipients to achieve self-sufficiency.
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2001 L E G ISL A T IV E  SESSION

R evision  D a te /T im e  (N o te  if correction): 
Title: P ro g ra m  for fo rm er foste

1

■CS Hg 2Q.9(HE?).
4/20/01

S p o n so r:

R e q u e s te r :

H o u se  (H E S)

H o u se  (FIN)

F isca l N ote  N um ber:
Dill V ersion :
(H  ) P u b lish  D ate:

D ept. A ffected]__________
bR U : Fam ily  a n d  Y outh S e rv ic e s  M ngm t
C o m p o n en t: FY S M a n a g e m e n t__________________

H ealth  & S o c ia l S e rv ice s

Expenditures/Revenuos
C o m p o n e n t N um ber: 

(Thousands of Dollars)

2 3 0 6

N ote: A m o u n ts  d o  n o t include  inflation u n le s s  o th e rw ise  n o ted  be low .
O PER A TIN G  E X PE N D ITU R ES FY 2 0 0 2 FY 2 0 0 3 FY 2 0 0 4 FY 2 0 0 5 FY 2 0 0 6 FY 2 0 0 7
P e rso n a l S e rv ic e s
Travel
C o n trac tu a l
S u p p lies
E q u ip m en t
L and & S tru c tu re s
G ran ts  & C laim s
M isce llan eo u s

T O TA L O PER A TIN G 0.0 0 .0 0 .0 0 .0 0 .0 0.0

ICAPITA L E X PE N D IT U R E S

ICHANGE IN REVENUES ( ) f
FUND SOURCE (T h o u sa n d s  o f D ollars)
10 0 2  F e d e ra l R e c e ip ts
1003  G F  M atch
1004  GF
1005  G F /P ro g ram  R e c e ip ts  
1037 G F /M ental H ealth  
O th e r (S p ec ify  T ype)

TO TA L 0.0 0.0 0 .0 0 .0 0.0 0.0

E s t im a te  o f  a n y  c u r r e n t  y e a r  (FY 2001) c o s t : 0.0

P re p a re d  by: 
Division

A pproved  by: 
A gency

(Rev 2/7/2001 OMB)

T h e re s a  T an o u ry , D iretor
Fam ily  a n d  Y outh S e rv ice s

P h o n e  46 5 -3 1 9 1  
D ate/T im e

E lm er A. L lndstrom , S p ec ia l A ss is ta n t D a te  4 /20 /01  9 :2 9  AM
D e p a rtm e n t o f H ealth  & S ocia l S e rv ic e s

For distribution information, call tho Governor's Leflislative Office
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R evision  D a te /T im e  (N o te  if c o r re c tio n ) :_________________________
Title: T.RECT DHSS TO ESTABLISH A FOSTER CARE TRANSITION 

PROGRAM------------------------------------------------------------------------------

D ept. A ffected: 
"b RU:

F isca l N ote  N um ber:
Bill V ersion :
( h  ) Pub lish  D a te :

CSHB 209 (HES) 
3/22/02

H ealth  & S o c ia l S e rv ice s
Purchased Services

C o m p o n en t: Family Preservation
S p o n so r:

R e q u e s to r :

HOUSE (HES)
HOUSE (FIN)

Expenditures/Revenues
C o m p o n e n t N um ber: 

(Thousands of Dollars)

1628

N ote: A m o u n ts  d o  no t in clu d e  inflation u n le s s  o th e rw ise  n o te d  below .
O PER A TIN G  E X PE N D ITU R ES FY 2 0 0 3 FY 2 0 0 4 FY 2 0 0 5 FY 2 0 0 6 FY 2 0 0 7 FY 2 0 0 8
P e rso n a l S e rv ic e s
Travel
C o n trac tu a l
S u p p lies
E q u ip m en t
Land & S tru c tu re s
G ra n ts  & C la im s
M isce llan eo u s

T O T A L  O PER A TIN G 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

C A PITA L E X PE N D IT U R E S | |

|C H A N G E  IN R E V E N U E S ( 0  ) j | ! j

FUND S O U R C E (T h o u sa n d s  of D ollars)
1002  F e d e ra l R e c e ip ts
1003  G F  M atch
1004 G F
1005 G F /P ro g ra m  R e c e ip ts
1037  G F /M enta l H ealth
O th e r (Spec ify  T y p e - d o  no t a b b rev ia te )

TO TA L 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

E s t im a te  o f  a n y  c u r r e n t  y e a r  (FY 2002) c o s t :

C h e c k  t h i s  b o x  (X) if  f u n d in g  fo r  th is  b ill i s  in c lu d e d  in  th e  G o v e r n o r 's  FY 2 0 0 3  b u d g e t  p r o p o s a l :  

PO SIT IO N S
Full-tim e
Part-tim e
T em p o ra ry

AN A LY SIS: (Attach a separate page if necessar.)
The proposed legislation will have no new liscal impact if enacted. Through the Foster Cat9 
Independence Act of 1999, the State of Alaska shall receive no less than $500.0 per year in federal 
funds to carry out programs designed to help children make the transition from foster care to 
self-sufficiency. This federal receipt authority is already included in the Department's base budget.

A specific requirement of the Independence Act is the provision of independent living services to former 
foster care youth between the ages of 18 to 20. The current statute, AS 47.18, only provides for state 
assistance to youth in state custody. In order to meet federal compliance, language must be included to 
allow for the provision of funds and services to individuals who have left the Alaska foster care system 
and emancipated from state custody.

P re p a re d  by: 
Division

A pproved  by: 
A gency

(Rov 2/7/2001 OMB)

Theresa Tanoury, Director P h o n e  465-3191
Family & Youth Services  ____
E lm er A. L indstrom , D ep u ty  C o m m iss io n e r  
D e p a rtm e n t of H ealth  & S o c ia l S e rv ic e s

Date/Time 02/08/2002
D ate  02/08/2002

For distribution information, call the Governor's Legislative Offico
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FISCA L NOTE

ANALYSIS CONTINUATION
ANALYSIS CONTINUED:

HB 209 will give the department flexibility in developing a program for youth who are transitioning from 
foster care. The legislation allows for designating eligibility thresholds, standards, and limits to program 
services. Youth who "age out" of the foster care system are often ill prepared to live independently. They 
may not have strong familial or community ties that help one transition to self-sufficiency. This population 
of youth is “high risk". Frequently, former foster care youth become adults dependent upon public 
assistance, become involved in the correctional system, or fall into unhealthy behaviors. By providing 
support during the transition from foster care to independent living, the state can greatly increase the 
odds that youth who leave our foster care system can become successful, self-sufficient adults.
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