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April 30, 2001

To: Senator Lyda Green
Chair, Senate HESS Committee

From: Fred Dyson A
State Representative

RE: Request for consideration of ITB 164, Grandparent rights

I respectfully request that you schedule HB 164 for hearing at your earliest 
convenience.

Thank you.
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HB 164 
Sponsor Statement

"An Act relating to Grandparents
Updated: March 30, 2001
Contact: Representative Fred Dyson’s office at (907) 465-2199

G randparents are often the most stable and healthy influence in the life of 
a child from a troubled family. HB 164 assures that grandparents will 
have an opportunity  to be heard at; Child in Need of Aid (CINA) hearings 
and custody hearings when the hearings involve their grandchildren.

Over the past couple of sessions the legislature has focused considerable 
effort on m aking our child protection and custody procedures more open, 
responsi e and responsible. We have given foster parents more inpu t and 
the right be heard in treatm ent and in placement decisions and have 
encouraged more efficient placement procedures.

HB 164 will result in more informed decisions about the treatm ent and 
placem ent of Alaska's abused and neglected children. We also believe this 
m easure will increase the likelihood of children being placed with 
relatives who may not have otherwise been located, heard, or considered.

The bill specifies that, unless the court specifically finds otherwise, the 
testim ony of parents will be given more weight than a grandparents. This 
approach protects the primary parental interest while specifically 
allowing a court to defer to a grandparent for good cause.

Because we recognize that there will be cases where a grandparent is not a 
suitable option for child placement, HB 164 does not m andate that end. 
Instead, it requires notification of grandparents who care enough to make 
them selves known, so they can be part of the process if they will. The 
intended result is to encourage the departm ent and parents to consider 
grandparents more frequently as a preferred placement option for 
children in need.



Section 1: Inserts "Grandparents” into the list of those who must receive notice of court 
proceedings that could result in term ination of parental rights and responsibilities in Child 
in Need of Aid (CINA) cases. "Grandparents” are included with; parent, tribe, foster parent 
or other out-of-home care provider, guardian, and guardian ad litem.

Section 2: Defines the parameters defining when the department must give notice to 
grandparents.

• The department must first be aware that a ch ild has a grandparent. The 
department is not required to search for grandparents, the grandparent must 
contact the department.

• Grandparent must make the department aware of their current mailing address.

Section 3: Requires grandparent notification for informal hearings related to a custody 
petit ion and gives them the right to be heard. The court may lim it the testimony and 
presence of a foster parent or a grandparent if it  is in the best interest of the CINA.

Section 4: Requires grandparent notification of a permanency hearing for a CINA child . 
"Grandparents” are included with; parent, tribe, foster parent or other out-of-home care 
provider, guardian, and guardian ad litem.

Section 5: Amends court Rule 17(b) that allows grandparents to be heard at disposition 
hearings. This rule is a section of HB 164 because there is no statute that specif ically 
addresses disposition hearings, therefore it could be argued that the bill doesn’t warrant 
mention in Section 6.

Section 6: Itemizes the court rules changes that result from this bill: Rules 3, 7, 10, 15,
17 and 19 are changed consistent w ith the changes made by this act and spells out that a 
2/3 majority vote is required.

H B  164 Sectional Analysis
Revised: April 2, 2001 LS0693\C
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Health, Education and Social Services Committee considered CS FOR HOUSE BILL NO. 164(JUD)
GRANDPARENTS ' R IGHTS  REGARD ING  CHILD IN NEED  O F  A ID

"An Act prescribing the rights of grandparents related to child-in-need-of-aid hearings; and amending Rules 3, 
7, 10, 15, 17, and 19, Alaska Child in Need of Aid Rules of Procedure."
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Date: Thu, 3 M ay 2001 20:59:19 -0800 V*-* H ' 31

From : "Betty Short" < AlaskaShort@worldnet.att.net>
To: < Senator_Lyda_Green@ legis.state.ak.us>

CC: < Senator_Loren_Lem an@ legis.state.ak.us>, < Senator_Jeiry_W aid@ legis.state.ak.us>, 
< Senator_Gary_W ilken_@ legis.state.ak.us>, < Senator_Bettye_Davis@ legis.state.ak.us>

MB 164 G randparents Rights 3 ( 1 0 1 / 4 -
Oii

Dear Senator Green:
As president of the Grandparents Rights Organization I am writing you to plead for expedience of HB 164 through 
the HESS Committee.
This bill allows a grandparent to have the opportunity to be heard in the hearings held by the state in cases involving 
"OUR" grandchildren. This is a very important procedure for the courts & DFYS to be able to properly establish what 
is in the "Best Interst of the Child" as described in AS24.24.150(c)(1-9). How else does a court or caseworker, or 
CASA, or Attorney at Litem find out what is in the Best Interest of the Child, but to gain input from outside parties.
DFYS refuses grandparents on the basis of "you are not a party to the case" or "you have no rights" or "you are no 
better than a stranger"; then they utterly thrust them in the hands of strangers, sometimes breaking up the siblings. 
This is most definitely emotional and mental abuse.
We have a grandparent who has evidence, phone recordings, affidavits, :tnesses, police report and NO ONE at 
DFYS will see or talk to her, nor will they return her phone calls. Yet the mother has a 10 years history with DFYS, 
but DFYS keeps putting the children back into her home.
Can you imagine what it would be like to be dragged away from your parents home and put with strangers. It would 
be devastating - especially to little children. Grandparents could help speed up investigations with their input and 
past knowledge and provide a safe and familiar haven for their grandchildren while the investigation is taking place. 
This would also save DFYS money in Foster Care, plus give room for those who are not so fortunate to have a 
grandparent available.
Several legislators; Joe Green, Loren Lehman, Fred Dyson, Brian Porter have met with us or come to one of our 
meetings and heard some stories. They were appalled. They said it’s one thing to hear of these stories, but to 
really hear them is heartbreaking.
Through the Anchorage Legislative Office I faxed down several condensed stories, but I don't know if they followed 
this bill. I hope they did, so you get a chance to read some of them; they are heartbreaking.
Please vote for HB 164 as a new start to helping our grandchildren.
Thanking you in advance for your consideration. If you would like to attend one of our meetings please give me a 
call at 563-9129 in Anchorage. We meet the 1st & 3rd Monday of every month at Dennys on Dimond at 7:00 pm.

Sincerely,
Betty Short,
President
Grandparents Rights Organization

I o f I 5/4/01 8:30 AM
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