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CS FOR SENATE BILL NO. 55( )

IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA 

TWENTY-SECOND LEGISLATURE - SECOND SESSION

BY

Offered:
Referred:

Spoasorfs): S E N A TE  RU LES  C O M M IT T E E  B Y  R EQ U ES T  O F  T H E  G O V E R N O R

A BILL 

FOR AN ACT ENTITLED 

"An Act relating to housing and care needs of veterans; and providing for an effective 

date."

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

* Section 1. The uncodified law of the State of Alaska is amended by adding a new section 
to read:

LEGISLATIVE FINDINGS AND INTENT, (a) The legislature finds that
(1) federal standards do not currently allow for federal financial support of 

Alaskan veterans in the Alaska Pioneers' Home;
(2) discussions are occurring between state and federal officials concerning 

potential methods of providing federal financial assistance for services to veterans in this state 
while continuing to preserve the essence of the Alaska Pioneers' Home concept;

(3) state and federal officials have agreed to work cooperatively to seek 
solutions to the issues that exist regarding services for veterans, including, if needed, federal 
legislation that w'ould allow for federal support of veterans in the Alaska Pioneers' Home;
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(4) part of the agreement between the officials concerns development of a 
demonstration project that studies whether the needs of veterans can be adequately served in a 
population like that of the Alaska Pioneers' Home that includes both veterans and 
nonveterans.

(b) l't is the legislature's intent, by authorizing and funding the survey described in 
sec. 2 of this Act, to convey the legislature's concern about the needs of veterans who reside 
in this state. The legislature strongly supports the negotiations that are continuing between 
state and federal officials about the best alternatives for meeting the needs of this state's 
veterans. The legislature urges the federal government to base a pilot program on veterans 
who already live in the commingled population of the Alaska Pioneers' Home. Based on the 
results of that pilot program and other negotiations, the legislature intends to entertain the 
possibility of changing the name of the Alaska Pioneers' Home to include a reference to 
vetemns if federal assistance for their care in the home can be obtained.

* . c. 2. The uncodified law of the State of Alaska is amended by adding a new section to 
read:

SURVEY AND EVALUATION. Subject to the availability of an appropriation for 
the purpose of this section, the Department of Administration shall survey and evaluate the 
housing and care needs of all veterans in this state. The Department of Administration shall 
report to the governor and the legislature on the results of the survey and evaluation not later 
than the first day of the Second Regular Session of the Twenty-Third Alaska State 
Legislature.

* See. 3. This Ac* takes effect immediately under AS 01.10.070(c).
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OFFERED IN THE SENATE 
FINANCE COMMITTEE 

TO: CSSB 55(STA)

1 Page 1, following line 5:
2 Insert new bill sections to read:
3 "* Section 1. AS 44.21.100 is amended to read:
4 Sec. 44.21.100. Alaska Pioneers' and Veterans1 Home | HOMES] Advisory

5 Board. There is created the Alaska Pioneers' and Veterans' Home [HOMES] Advisoiy
6 Board.
7 * See. 7. AS 44.21.110 is amended to read:
8 Sec. 44.21.110. Purpose of the board. The board shall conduct annual
9 inspections of the property and procedures of the Alaska Pioneers' and Veterans' Home

10 [HOMES] and recommend to the governor changes and improvements. The board shall
11 meet on an annual basis to review admissions procedures and to consider con ./' ’ "
12
13 Renumber the following bill sections accordingly.
14

15 Page 1, line 7:
16 Delete "Homes"
17 Insert "and Veterans' Home [HOMES]"
18
19 Page 2, line 2, following "Pioneers1":
20 Insert "and Veterans"'
21
22 Page 2, following line 12:
23 Insert new bill sections to read;

SENATE FINANCE
COMMiTl’EE 5-9-02/1
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1 "*Sec. 4. AS 44.21.120 is amended to read:
2 Sec. 44,21.120. Composition of the board, (a) The Alaska Tionccrs' and
3 Veterans’ Home Advisory Boar d consists of
4 (1) five members appointed by the governor from among citizens of the
5 state;
6 (2) one member, appointed by the governor, who
7 (A) is a veteran of active service in the armed forces of the United
8 States, including the Alaska National Guard or the Alaska Territorial Guard; and
9 (B) meets the age and state residency requirements under

10 AS 47.55 for admission to the Alaska Pioneers' and Veterans' Home;
11 (3) one member who is the chair of the Alaska Veterans Advisory
12 Council established in AS 4435 I. APPOINTED BY THE GOVERNOR, WHO IS A
13 VETERAN OF ACTIVE SERVICE IN THE ARMED FORCES OF THE UNITED
14 STATES, INCLUDING TID2 ALASKA NATIONAL GUARD OR THE ALASKA
15 TERRITORIAL GUARD]; and
16 (4) one member who is the chair of the Alaska Commission on Aging
17 established under AS 44.21.200.
18 (b) The term of office of a member of the board appointed under (a)(1) or (2)
19 [(a)(1), (2), OR (3)] of this section is four years. A member of the board appointed under
20 (a)(1) or (2) [(a)(1), (2), OR (3)] of this section may not serve more than eight
21 consecutive years. A chair shall be elected by the voting members of the board. The
22 members of the board appointed under (a)(1) or (2) [(a)(1), (2), OR (3)J of this section
23 serve at the pleasure of the governor.
24 * Sec. 5. AS 44.21.200(a) is amended to read:
25 (a) The Alaska Commission on Aging is established in the Department of
26 Administration. The members of the commission include
27 (1) the commissioner of administration or the commissioner’s designee;
28 (2) the commissioner of community and economic development or the
29 commissioner's designee;
30 (3) the commissioner of health and social services or the commissioner's
31 designee;

5-9-02/1
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1 (4) the chair of the Alaska Pioneers' and Veterans’ Home [HOMES]
2 Advisory Board under AS 44.21.120; and
3 (5) seven, persons selected on the basis of their knowledge and
4 demonstrated interest in the concerns of older Alaskans, appointed by the governor in
5 accordance with (b) of this section.
6 * Sec. 6 . AS 47.55.010(a) is amended to read:
7 (a) The state shall maintain institutions known collectively as the Alaska
8 Pioneers' and Veterans' Home. Pioneers' and Veterans' Ho: 3 shall be maintained at
9 Sitka and at other sites designated by the commissioner of administration.

10 * Sec. 7. AS 47.55.010(c) is amended to read:
11 (c) The Department of Administration shall
12 (1) cooperate with the federal government in matters pertaining to the
13 welfare of Alaskan pioneers and veterans, make the repons in the form and containing
14 the information the federal government from time to time desires, and accept funds
15 allotted by the federal government, its agencies or instrumentalities, in establishing,
16 extending, and strengthening services for pioneers and veterans of Alaska;
17 (2) adopt regulations necessary for the conduct of the business of the
18 home [PIONEERS' HOME] and for carrying out the provisions of this chapter, require
19 bonds and undertakings from persons employed by it as in its judgment are necessary,
20 and pay the premiums on them, and establish regional and local offices and the advisory
21 groups that are necessary or considered expedient to carry out or assist in carrying out a
22 duty or authority assigned to it;
23 (3) perform all executive or administrative duties necessary and advisable
24 to carry out the purpose of this chapter, including Lhc puwer to make contracts and to
25 make disbursements on vouchers ngain3t funds for the purpose of this chapter, within the
26 limit of funds available;
27 (4) study the needs of Alaska's pioneers and veterans and submit
28 recommendations for new regulations and propos ed legislation; and
29 (5) prepare a biennial report in even-numbered years and notify the
30 legislature that the report is available.
31 *Sec. 8. AS 47.55.010(d) is amended to read:

3
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1 (d) The Department of Administration may employ the necessary subordinate
2 officers and employees, and shall prescribe methods fui operation of the Home
3 [PIONEERS' HOME], standards of care and service to home residents, and rules
4 governing personnel and rewarding employees on a merit basis."
5
6 Renumber the following bill sections accordingly.
7
8 Page 2, line 15, following "Pioneers'":
9 Insert "and Veterans’"

10
11 Page 2, line 20, following "Pioneers'":
12 Insert "and Veterans'"
13
14 Page 3, following line 16:
15 Insert a new bill section to read:
16 "* Sec. 11. AS 47.55.020(b) is amended to read:
17 (b) A home resident [EVERY PERSON ADMITTED TO THE PIONEERS’
18 HOME] who receives income from any source in excess of $100 per month may be
19 required by the Department of Administration to pay the excess to the department
20 immediately upon receipt of the money in payment, or part payment, of the cost of the
21 person's care. However, the department may not require in any month the payment of an
22 amount greater than the monthly rate set under AS 47.55.030(b) except to satisfy an
23 indebtedness incurred under AS 47.55.070. The department may not evici a person Horn
24 the home [PIONEERS' HOME] if the income and assets of the person arc insufficient to
25 pay the monthly rate set under AS 47.55.030(b) and the person is otherwise in
26 compliance with requirements under this chapter."
27
28 Renumber the following bill sections accordingly.
29
30 Page 4, following line 22:
31 Insert new bill sections to read:

4



1 ”* Sec. 13. A S  47.55.030(b) is amended to read:
2 (b) The Department of Administration shall adopt regulations establishing a
3 monthly rate for the compensation a home resident is to be charged under (a) of this
4 section. The rate charged need not fully compensate the state for the cost of care and
5 support. The commissioner of administration shall review the rate each year.
6 * See. 14. AS 47.55.030(c) is amended to read:
7 (c) The Department of Administration shall provide to all home residents (OF
8 THE PIONEERS' HOME] written notice of any proposed change in the rate charged for
9 care and support of persons at the home. Notice under this section shall be given not less

10 than 60 days before a change is adopted. The notice must include the time, date, and
11 place of a hearing to be held by the Department of Administration under (d) of this
12 section. The department may not change the rate charged more than once in a fiscal year.
13 * Sec. 15. AS 47.55.060 is amende to read:
14 Sec. 47.55.060. Trust fund. Unless otherwise provided by the donor, money
15 bequeathed to the former Alaska Pioneers' Home or to the Alaska Pioneers' and
16 Veterans' Home constitutes a special trust fund. Unless otherwise provided b*' the
17 donor, interest from the special trust fund is under the control and at the disposal of the
18 Department of Administration, and expenditure from it is limited to the benefit and
19 comfort of the residents of the home.
20 * Sec. 16. AS 47.55.070(a) is amended to read:
21 (a) The following expenses incurred for a home [PIONEERS' HOME] resident
22 under this chapter and not recoverable from a collateral source are a debt of the resident
23 to the state and may be recovered during the life of the resident:
24 (1) costs of standard or nursing caie provided in the home [PIONEERS'
25 HOMa ]  each month to the resident not exceeding the rate established by the Department
26 of Administration under AS 47.55.030, with credit given for any amounts paid by or
27 collected from the resident;
28 (2) allowances paid under AS 47.55.020(c);
29 (3) [REPEALED
30 (4)] arrearages in fees for television and telephone services provided in
31 the home [PIONEERS' HOME]; and

5-9-02/1
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1 01 [(5)] prescription medicine; [AND
2 (6) REPEALEDJ."

3
4 Renumber the folio wing bill sections accordingly.
5

6 Page 4, lines 24 - 25:
7 Delete "beneficiary under this chapter"
8 Insert "home resident [BENEFICIARY UNDER THIS CHAPTER]"
9

10 Page 5, line 1:
11 Delete "pioneers' home"
12 Insert "home [PIONEERS' HOME]"

13
14 Page 5, line 2 :

15 Delete "or of a recipient of day care or respite services"
16
17 Page 5, line 3: 
a 8 Delete "pioneers'"
19 Insert "[PIONEERS’]"

20
21 Page 5 , line 8:
22 Delete "pioneers'"
23 Insert "[PIONEERS’]"
24
25 Page 5 ,  following line 8:
26 Insert new bill sections to read1
27 "* Sec. 19. AS 47.55.100 is amended to read:
28 Sec. 47.55.100. Certificate as evidence. A certificate by the attorney general to
29 the effect that a decedent was a home resident [BENEFICIARY] under this chapter and
30 that the state has a claim against the decedent's estate, is prima facie evidence of these
31 facts in a proceeding in the courts of the state.

6



1 * Sec. 20. AS 47.55 is amended by adding a new section to read:
2 Sec. 47.55.990. Definitions, in this chapter, unless Llic context otherwise
3 requires,
4 (1) " home" means the Alaska Pioneers' and Veterans' Home;
5 (2) "home resident" includes any person who is receiving services from
6 the home, regardless of whether the person's primary abode is the home."
7
8 Renumber the following bill section accordingly.
9

10 Page 5, following line 9:
11 Insert new bill sections to read:
12 "* Sec. 22. The uncodified law of the State of Alaska is amended by adding a new section to
13 read:
14 REVISOR OF STATUTES INSTRUCTIONS, (a) When consistent with the changes iri
15 this Act, the rcvisor of statutes is instructed to change references to "Alaska Pioneers' Home" to
16 read "Alaska Pioneers' and Veterans' Home" in the Alaska Statutes, including the following:
17 (1) AS 08.68.395(g)(2) and AS 08.70.080;
18 (2) AS 15.05.020(1);
19 (3) AS 18.07.111(8)(A);
20 (4) AS 36.30.990(1)(A);
21 (5) AS 37.05.146(b)(4)(EE) and 37.05.990(2);
22 (6) AS 37.07.120(1);
23 (7) AS 39.25.120(c)(8);
24 (8) AS 44.21.020(9);
25 (9) AS 47.25.140.
26 (b) When consistent with the changes in this Act, the revisor of statutes is instructed to
27 change the references to "Pioneers' Home" to "Alaska Pioneers' and Veterans' Home" in the
28 Alaska Statutes, including the following;
29 (1) AS 17.37.070(6)0);
30 (2) AS 18.35.300(11);
31 (3) chapter heading of AS 47.55;

5-9-02/1

7



1 (4) section heading of AS 47.55.070.
2 (c) The revisor of statutes is instructed to change "Article 2. Pionecre' Homes Advisory
3 Board" to "Article 2. Alaska Pioneers' and Veterans' Horne Advisory Board" in the heading of
4 art. 2 of AS 44.21.
5 * Sec. 23. The unoodified law of the State of Alaska is amended by adding a new section to
6  read:
7 REGULATIONS ATTORNEY INSTRUCTIONS. Wherever in the Alaska
8 Administrative Code the terms "Alaska Pioneers' Home," "state pioneer home," and "pioneers'
9 home" are used, they shall be read as "Alaska Pioneers’ and Veterans' Home" when to do so

10 would be consistent with the changes in this Act. Under AS 44.62.125(b)(6), the regulations
11 attorney is instructed to make changes in the Alaska Administrative Code consistent with this
12 section."
13
14 Page 5, line 21, following "Pioneers'":
15 insert "and Veterans"'
16
17 Tagc 5, line 2d:
18 Delete "Section 8"
19 Insert "Section 24"
20
21 Page 5 , following line 24:
22 Insert a new bill section to read:
23 "* Sec. 27. (a) Section 4 of this Act takes effect only if a version of a bill establishing the
24 Alaska Veterans' Advisory Council is passed by the Twenty-Second Alaska State Legislature
25 and becomes law.
26 (b) If sec. 4 of this Act takes effect, it takes effect the day after the effective date of
27 sec. 3 of thi3 Act or on the effective date of the Act described in (a) of this section, whichever is
28 later."

* #U| HUW wvv , ____ _
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F I S C A L  N O T E

STATE OF ALASKA
2002 LEGISLATIVE SESSION

Revision Date/Time (Note if correction) Revised 
Title An Act relating to the AK Pioneers’

Fiscal Note Number
Bill Version:
() Publish Date:

Dept. Affected: 
'BRU

CS SB 55 (STA)

Admin
AK Longevity Programs

Homes... Component Pioneers' Home
Sponsor Governor -
Requester (S) FIN Component No. 1950
Expenditures/Revenues (Thousands of Dollars)
Note: Amounts do not include inflation unless otherwise noted below.
OPERATING EXPENDITURES FY 2003 FY 2004 FY 2005 FY 2006 FY 2007 FY 2008
Personal Services 4,971.3 4,971.3 4,971.3 4.971.3 4,971.3 4,971.3
Travel
Contractual 250.1 250.1 250.1 250.1 250.1 250.1
Supplies 76.2 70.2 76.2 76.2 76.2 76.2
Equipment
Land & Structures
Grants & Claims
Miscellaneous

TOTAL OPERATING 5,297.6 5,297.6 5,297.6 5,297.6 5,297.6 5,297.6

CAPITAL EXPENDITURES 250.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

CHANGE IN REVENUES (1156 ) 2,633.0 2,633.0 2,633.0 2,633.0 2,633.0 2,633.0
FUND SOURCE (Thousands of Dollars)
1002 Federal Receipts
1003 GF Match
1004 GF 2,914.6 1,964.6 1,764.6 1,564.6 1.364.6 1,164.6
1005 GF/Program Receipts
1037 GF/Mental Health
1118 Pioneers Home Receipts 2,633.0 3,333.0 3,533.0 3,733.0 3,933.0 4,133.0

TOTAL 5,547.6 5,297.6 5,297.6 5,297.6 5,297.6 5,297.6

0.0Estimate of any current year (FY2002) cost:
Check this box (X) If funding for this bill is included In the Governor's FY 2003 budget proposal:

POSITIONS
Full-time 128 128 128 128 123 128
Part-time 0 0 0 0 0 0
Temporary 0 0 0 0 0 0
ANALYSIS: (Atlach a  separate page if  necessary)

Combining the P ioneers’ Home tradition with the concept of a state veterans' homo will maximize the u se  of the sta te 's existing 
infrastructure. A significant num ber of P ioneers' Home residents are veterans. V eterans want assurance that a certain num ber of 
b eds will be available for them In the state. Pledging som e vacant beds to veterans fills this request.

About 90 Pioneers' Home beds are vacant due to lack of funding to provide 24 hour staffing to m eet the n eed s of applicanls on 
the active waiting list. The vacant b eds are  primarily in Anchorage. Palm er and Sitka, and mostly in the coordinated services and 
basic assisted  living levels of care which provide resldeniial type services (or fairly Independent residents and require limited 
staffing. This funding would upgrade the designation of beds within the Homes from coordinated and basic assisted  living 
sorvices to lovels providing 24 hour care  which m eets the n eeds of individuals on the active waiting list.

Prepared by: 
Division
Approved by: 
Agency

James Kohn, Director Phone 465-2159
Alaska Longevity Programb \
Jim Duncan, Com m ission^

Date/Time 05/01/02

Department of Administi
Date 5/1/2002
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ANALYSIS CONTINUATION CS SB 55 (STA)

With the addition of appropriate staffing, applicants (both veterans and non-veterans) could 
be admitted to vacant beds. Admission to vacant beds would also generate increased 
revenue. The  funding would provide 128 full time direct care staff and contract funding for 
Sitka and Palmer for increased physical therapy.

The Veteran's Administration has indicated a willingness to work with the State to make any 
necessary changes at the federal level to allow VA  benefits to accrue to Veterans who are 
residents of the Pioneers Homes should this legislation pass. Based upon current V A  per 
diem rates for dom iciliary care, this could provide benefits to Veterans of an estimated 
$700,000 to $1,500,000 annually. These revenues would be available to the Veteran to pay 
for their cost of care in the Pioneers' Homes.

Resident revenues for F Y  2003 are projected based upon current resident revenue 
collections. As the necessary changes to the federal V A  program are made, the provision of 
V A  benefits to resident Veterans should increase the collections of resident revenues over 
time.

Capital funding of $250.0 will be used to obtain a contract to study the needs of Alaskan 
veterans. This study will obtain in-depth information about the needs of veterans in the state 
who would not be served by the Pioneers' Home system and a plan to meet those needs. In 
general, senior veterans will require assistance with needs related to physical frailty and 
Alzheimer’s disease which they will receive in the Pioneers' Home. Veterans younger than 
65 years of age, in general, will require assistance related to homelessness, substance 
abuse and combat disability. The plan would include the best use of federal programs for 
state veterans and the use of state funds to leverage federal grants. The $250.0 cost of the 
study is approximately one half the cost of a similar study recently funded by the State of 
Washington, and should save the state costly mis-steps in providing for the needs of Alaska 
veterans.

Page 2 of 2



DEPARTMENT OF ADM INISTRATION

O F F IC E  O F  T H E  C O M M I S S I O N E R  

April 30, 2002

f n l
T O N Y  K N O W L E S ,  G O V E R N O R

P.O. B O X  110200  
JU NEA U . A L A S K A  9 9 8 1 1 -0 2 0 0  
P H O N E  (9 0 7 ) 4 6 5 -2 2 0 0
FAX. (9 0 7 )4 6 5 -2 1 3 5

The Honorable Pete Kelly, Co-Chair 
Senate Finance Committee 
State Capitol, Room 518 
Juneau, Alaska 99811-1182

Dear Senator Kelly:

I respectfully request that you schedule CS Senate Bill 55 (STA), an act relating to ihe Alaska 
Pioneers’ Home and to a survey of certain housing and care needs of veterans in this state for a 
hearing before the Senate Finance Committee as soon as possible.

This bill will establish a veteran’s preference for up to 21 percent of the Pioneers’ Home beds 
statewide. We are currently negotiating an agreement with the U.S. Veterans’ Administration 
( VA) to insure we meet the needs of veterans while maintaining the integrity of the Alaska 
Pioneers’ Plome System. Please see the attached letter from Secretary Principi and Memorandum 
of Understanding.

Our goal is to partner with the VA to provide veterans the sendees they need in oui Pioneers’ 
Home System. This approach has the advantage of using our existing six facilities to provide 
needed services rather than constructing one stand-alone Veterans’ Home while 100 beds in our 
Pioneers’ Homes are vacant due to lack of funding. SB 55 also provides for a survey and 
evaluation of the care and housing needs of veterans in this state.

The Senate State Affairs Committee CS for SB 55 does not include changing the name of the 
Alaska Pioneers’ Home to the Alaska Pioneers’ and Veterans’ Home. It is critical that the name 
change be included in the legislation to provide the recognition that our Alaskan Veterans 
deserve and desire.

Thank you for your attention to this important matter.

Sincerely,

Duncan
Commissioner

cc: The Honorable Dave Donley, Co-Chair
Senate Finance Committee

Mike Abbott, Legislative Director 
Office of the Governor Printed on recycled  paper 

by A laska Lilho, Inc.



CS Senate Bill No. 55(STA)
“An A ct relating to the Alaska Pioneers’ Hom e and the Alaska 

Pioneers’ Homes Advisory Board”

Sectional Analysis:

Sec. 1- Amends the composition o f the Alaska Pioneers’ Home Advisory 
Board from 7 public members to 5 public members and two veterans, one o f 
which is age 65 or older.

Sec. 2 - Creates the statutory authority to establish a veteran’s preference for 
admission to the homes.

- Specifies that no more than 30 percent of the beds in a single 
institution nor more than 21 percent o f the total beds in the Alaska Pioneers’ 
Home System can be reserved for use by veterans. Requires DO A to 
establish procedures for admission to the Home by veterans and others. 
Defines a veteran as a person with 181 days or more o f active service in the 
military.

Sec. 3 - Amends the statutory reference for residency requirements from 15 
years to 1 year. This conforms to current practice that has been in place 
since 1989 due to  ̂ -t rulings that declared longer residency requirements 
to be unconstitutional.

Sec. 4 - Amends reference to “residents” and “home” for clarity. Corrects 
cites for assets received under the Alaska Native Ciaims Settlement Act, 
disabled veterans benefits, and World War II restitution payments. Clarifies 
that the assets o f an individual utilizing services provided by the Home but 
not aciually residing in the home are exempted from collection and include 
real property being used as the resident’s primary residence.

Sec. 5 - Expands the collection ability o f the Department o f Administration 
to place a claim against the estate o f a deceased resident o f the homes to 
include estates within the United States instead of just Alaska.



CS SB 55(STA)
Sectional Analysis

Page 2

Sec. 6 - Eliminates reference to 47.55.090 (enforcement against property 
outside the state) that is repealed in this bill because o f the language in 
Section 5.

Sec. 7 - Repeals AS.47.55.035 - Allowing for admission to the home of an 
applicant who has been a resident of the state for 30 years, but had a break 
in residency to be admitted as an exception to admission criteria. This 
section has not been applicable since converting residency requirement to 
one year.

- Repeals AS 47.55.040 - Providing for the transfer o f  mentally ill 
residents to another institution.

- Repeals AS 47.55.090 - Repeals enforcement against property 
outside state. Unnecessary due to amendments to AS 47.44.080 (see Sec. 5)

Sec. 8 - Requires the Department of Administration to adopt regulations to 
implement the changes in SB 55.

Sec. 9 - Survey & Evaluation -  Subject to an appropriation for that purpose, 
requires the Department of Administration to survey and evaluate the 
housing and care needs of Alaska veterans and report to the Governor and 
Legislature no later than the first day of the second session o f the 23 rd 
Alaska Legislature.

Sec. 10 -  Immediate effective date for Section 8.



CS Senate Bill No. 55(STA)
“An A ct relating to the Alaska Pioneers’ Hom e and the Alaska 

Pioneers’ Homes A dvisory Board”

Sectional Analysis:

Sec. 1- Amends the composition of the Alaska Pioneers’ Home Advisory 
Board from 7 public members to 5 public members and two veterans, one o f 
which is age 65 or older.

Sec. 2 - Creates the statutory authority to establish a veteran’s preference for 
admission to the homes.

- Specifies that no more than 30 percent of the beds in a single 
institution nor more than 21 percent o f the total beds in the Alaska Pioneers’ 
Home System can be reserved for use by veterans. Requires DOA to 
establish procedures for admission to the Home by veterans and others. 
Defines a veteran as a person with 181 days or more of active service in the 
military.

Sec. 3 - Amends the statutory reference for residency requirements from 15 
years to 1 year. This conforms to current practice that has been in place 
since 1989 due to court rulings that declared longer residency requirements 
to be unconstitutional.

Sec. 4 - Amends reference to “residents” and “home” for clarity. Corrects 
cites for assets received under the Alaska Native Claims Settlement Act, 
disabled veterans benefits, and World War II restitution payments. Clarifies 
that the assets o f an individual utilizing services provided by the Home but 
not actually residing in the home are exempted from collection and include 
real property being used as the resident’s primary residence.

Sec. 5 - Expands the collection ability o f the Department o f Administration 
to place a claim against the estate o f a deceased resident of the homes to 
include estates within the United States instead of just Alaska.
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Sec. 6 - Eliminates reference to 47.55.090 (enforcement against property 
outside the state) that is repealed in this bill because o f the language in 
Section 5.

Sec. 7 - Repeals AS.47.55.035 - Allowing for admission to the home of an 
applicant who has been a resident of the state for 30 years, but had a break 
in residency to be admitted as an exception to admission criteria. This 
section has not been applicable since converting residency requirement to 
one year.

- Repeals AS 47.55.040 - Providing for the transfer o f mentally ill 
residents to another institution.

- Repeals AS 47.55.090 - Repeals enforcement against property 
outside state. Unnecessary due to amendments to AS 47.44.080 (see Sec. 5)

Sec. 8 - Requires the Department of Administration to adopt regulations to 
implement the changes in SB 55.

Sec. 9 - Survey & Evaluation -  Subject to an appropriation for that pu. A ose, 
requires the Department of Administration to survey and evaluate the 
housing and care needs of Alaska veterans and report to the Governor and 
Legislature no later than the first day of the second session o f the 23 rd 
Alaska Legislature.

Sec. 10 -  Immediate effective date for Section 8.
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Questions sc Answers
Benefits I Eligibility : Enrollm ent : Finandal

Eligibility
/ tm  I  e l ig ib le  f o r  t r a v e l  b e n e f i ts ?

T rave l b e n e fits  v a ry  fro m  v e te ra n  to  v e te ra n  and 
depen ds  on y o u r spec ific  s itu a tio n .

I f  e n r o l le d ,  c a n  I  g e t  d e n ta l  c a re ?

In  gen e ra l, d e n ta l b e n e fits  a re  lim ite d  to  
se rv ice -co n n e c te d  d e n ta l co n d itio n s  o r  to  v e te ra n s  
w ho  have a VA 1 00%  se rv ice -co n n e c te d  d is a b ility  
ra tin g .

A m  I  e l ig ib le  f o r  fe e -b a s is  c a re ?

A ll ve te ra n s  are  p o te n tia lly  e lig ib le  fo r  fe e -b a s is  care, 
how eve r, the  dec is ion  to  u t iliz e  such care  is le ft  to  the  
fa c ility  p ro v id in g  y o u r care . By law , fe e -b a s is  care can 
o n ly  be p rov ided  w hen y o u r  tre a tin g  fa c il ity  canno t 
p ro v id e  you  th e  care  you re q u ire .

A m  I  e l ig ib le  f o r  V A  h e a l th  c a re ?

In  o rd e r fo r  you  to  be e lig ib le  fo r  e n ro llm e n t fo r 
h e a lth  care , you  m u s t h ave :

Back

• Been d ischa rged  fro m  a c tiv e  m ilita ry  se rv ice  
u n d e r h o no rab le  c o n d it io n s

• S erved  a m in im u m  o f  2 years  i f  d ischa rged  
a fte r  S e p te m b e r 7, 1 9 8 0  (p r io r  to  th is  da te  
th e re  is no tim e  l im it )

• I f  a N a tiona l G ua rdsm an  o r R ese rv is t, se rved  
the  e n tire  pe riod  fo r  w h ich  you w ere  ca lled  to 
ac tive  d u ty  o th e r  th a n  fo r  tra in in g  p i. 'p o s e s  
o n ly

A m  I  e l ig ib le  f o r  a n u r s in g  h o m e ?

V e te ra n s  re q u ir in g  n u rs in g  hom e  care fo r  a 
se rv ice -co n n e c te d  c o n d it io n  o r  a ve te ra n  ra te d  7 0 %  
o r m ore  have m a n d a to ry  e lig ib il ity .  A ll o th e r  v e te ra n s 
are e lig ib le  on a resource  and sp a ce -a va ila b le  basis.

i n r-< ‘V ?9n002 4 15 PM
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A m  I  e l ig ib le  f o r  f r e e  p r e s c r ip t io n s ?

I f  you  are  be ing p ro v id e d  tre a tm e n t, necessary 
p re sc rip tio n s  w ill a lso  be p ro v id e d . A $7 co p a y m e n t is 
charged  fo r  each p re s c r ip tio n  p ro v id e d  fo r  the  
t re a tm e n t o f a n o n se rv ice -co n n e c te d  d is a b ility . 
E xem p tions  fro m  th is  c o p a y m e n t re q u ire m e n t are 
p ro v id e d  fo r v e te ra n s  se rv ice -co n n e c te d  5 0 %  o r  m ore  
and fo r  v e te ra n s  w hose  incom e  is less than  th e  
e s ta b lish e d  d o lla r  th re s h o ld .

A re  w o m e n  v e te r a n s  e l ig ib le  f o r  u n iq u e  
b e n e f i ts ?

W om en ve te ra n s  are  e lig ib le  fo r  th e  sam e M edica l 
B e n e fit Package as a ll v e te ra n s . Any in p a tie n t care  o r 
t re a tm e n t re q u ire d  w h ich  is n o t a va ila b le  a t th e  
p re fe rre d  tre a tm e n t fa c il ity  w ill be ob ta in e d  th ro u g h  
o th e r  fa c ilit ie s  o r  th ro u g h  c o m m u n ity  h ea lth  care  
fa c ilit ie s .

U n d e r  w h a t  c ir c u m s ta n c e s  is  a C o a s t G u a rd  
v e te r a n  e l ig ib le  f o r  e n r o l lm e n t?

In d iv id u a ls  w ho  se rved  in th e  C oast G uard are 
ve te ra n s  and are  e lig ib le  fo r  VA h e a lth  care b e n e fits  
in th e  sam e m a n n e r as an y  o th e r  ve te ra n  w ho  served  
in th e  A rm y , N avy , M arine  C orps, o r A ir  Force.

U n d e r  w h a t  c ir c u m s ta n c e s  is  a M e rc h a n t  M a r in e  
v e te r a n  e l ig ib le  f o r  e n r o l lm e n t?

C e rta in  M e rchan t M arines w ho  served  on U.S. flagged  
m e rc h a n t sh ips be tw een  D e cem ber 7 , 1941 and 
A u g u s t 5, 1945 , m a y  be e lig ib le  fo r  e n ro llm e n t fo r  VA 
h ea lth  care  b e n e fits . I f  you  se rved  d u rin g  th is  pe riod  
o f t im e  you shou ld  b rin g  a copy  o f y o u r  D D 214 
"D isch a rg e  C e rtif ic a te "  to  th e  n e a re s t h e a lth  care  
fa c ility  and  th e y  w ill re v ie w  y o u r  e lig ib il ity  w ith  you .

W il l  I  b e  s e e n  f o r  m y  n o n s e r v ic e - c o n n e c te d  
c o n d it io n ?

I f  you  a re  e n ro lle d , you  w ill rece ive  care  th a t inc ludes  
tre a tm e n t fo r  se rv ice -co n n e c te d  and 
n o n se rv ice -co n n e c te d  d is a b ilit ie s . Y o u r p h ys ic ia n  w ill 
d e te rm in e  w h a t is m e d ic a lly  in d ica te d  and p ro v id e  
th a t care .

Back to top
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Vfl Programs lo r  Senior Veterans
Department c/1 Wcm/is Affairs

S t a t e  V e t e r a n s  H o m e  P r o g r a m

DEFINITION

State home means a home approved by the U.S. Department of 
Veterans Affairs (VA) which was established by a State for 
veterans disabled by age, disease, or otherw ise who by reason of 
such disability are incapable o f earning a living. State homes 
include facilities for dom iciliary, nursing home care, and/or adult 
day health care. Hospital care may be included when provided in 
conjunction with dom iciliary or nursing home care. A State home 
may also provide care to veteran related fam ily members.

VA participates in two grant-in-aid programs fo r States. The VA 
may participate in up to 65 percent of the cost of construction or 
acquisition of State nursing homes or dom iciliaries or for 
renovations to existing State homes. VA also provides per diem 
payments to States fo r the care o f eligible veterans in State homes. 
These rates may be adjusted each year by the Secretary of 
Veterans Affairs.

HISTORY

Following the Civil War, a number o f the States established homes 
for the domiciliation o f disabled soldiers and sailors. These were 
originally erected or acquired and operated entirely at State 
expense. The first enactment to provide fo r payment o f Federal aid 
to States which maintained homes in which certain disabled 
soldiers and sailors in the United States received care was the Act 
of August 27, 1888. The federal assistance to States under the Act 
of August 27, 1888, provided $100 per annum for each eligible 
veteran in a State home. In 1960, per diem rates were established 
and Congress increased them periodically, usually as a result of 
lobbying efforts by State homes. In 1988, Congress authorized the 
Secretary to evaiuate per diem rates and increase them as 
appropriate, not to exceed the percentage increase in VA general 
hospitals. Federal assistance to States in the cost of construction 
o f nursing homes was authorized in 1964.

LEGAL AUTHORITY

Per Diem Grant is Title 38 U.S.C. 1741-1743.

I o f ? 4/29/2002 4:13 PM
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In  O c to b e r 1 9 9 6 , C ongress passed P ub lic  Law 1 0 4 -2 6 2 , the  
V e t e r a n s '  H e a l t h  Z a r e  E l i g i b i l i t y  R e f o r m  A c t  o f  1 9 9 6 .  T h is  
le g is la tio n  paved  che w ay  fo r  th e  c re a tio n  o f a M edica l 
B ene fits  Package - a s ta n d a rd  enhanced  h e a lth  b e n e fits  pla 
a va ila b le  to  a ll e n ro lled  ve te ra n s . L ike  o th e r  s ta n d a rd  he a lt 
care  p lans, tn e  M edical B ene fits  Package em phas izes  
p re v e n tiv e  and  p rim a ry  care , o ffe r in g  a fu ll range  o f 
o u tp a t ie n t and  in p a tie n t se rv ices .

VA places a p r io r ity  on im p ro ve d  v e te ra n  s a tis fa c tio n . O ur 
goa l is to  e n su re  th e  q u a lity  o f care  and se rv ice  you  rece ive  
is c o n s is te n tly  e xce lle n t, in  e ve ry  lo c a tio n , in e ve ry  p ro g ra m . 
U nde r th e  M ed ica l B ene fits  Package, VA o ffe rs  yo u , th e  
ve te ra n , a co m p re h e n s ive  h e a lth  ca re  p lan  th a t p ro v id e s  the  
care  you  need.

W h a t  a r e  t h e  P r i o r i t y  G r o u p s ?

Once you  a p p ly  fo r e n ro llm e n t, y o u r  e l ig ib i l i ty  w ill be 
v e rifie d . Based on y o u r  spec ific  e lig ib i l i ty  s ta tu s , you w ill be 
ass igned a p r io r ity  g roup .

The p r io r ity  g ro u p s  are as fo llo w s , ra n g in g  fro m  1-7  w ith  1 
be ing  the  h ig h e s t p r io r ity  fo r  e n ro llm e n t. U nde r the  M edical 
B ene fits  Package, the  sam e se rv ices  are  g e n e ra lly  a va ila b le  
to  a ll e n ro lle d  ve te ra n s .

P r io r i t y  G ro u p  1

V e te rans  w ith  se rv ice -co n n e c te d  d is a b ilit ie s  ra te d  5 0 %  or 
m ore

P r io r i t y  G ro u p  2

V e te rans  w ith  se rv ice -co n n e c te d  d is a b ilit ie s  ra te d  3 0 %  o r 
4 0 %

P r io r i t y  G ro u p  3

• V e te ra n s  w ho  are  fo rm e r POWs

• V e te ra n s  w ith  se rv ice -co n n e c te d  d is a b ilit ie s  ra ted  10%  
o r 2 0 %

i .,n ,1 ’ i q n n m  4 0 a  d m
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• V e te ra n s  d isch a rg e d  fro m  a c tiv e  d u ty  fo r  a d is a b ility  
in cu rre d  o r  a g g ra va te d  in th e  lin e  o f d u ty

• V e te rans  w ho  rece ived  th e  P urp le  H e a rt

• V e te rans  a w a rded  specia l e l ig ib il ity  c la s s ific a tio n  u n d e r 
38 U .S .C ., S e c tio n  1151 , "b e n e fits  fo r  in d iv id u a ls  
d isab led  by tre a tm e n t o r  v o c a tio n a l re h a b ilita t io n "

P r io r i t y  G ro u p  4

• V e te rans  w ho  a re  rece iv ing  a id  and a tte n d a n c e  o r 
housebound  b e n e fits

• V e te rans  w ho  have  been d e te rm in e d  b y  VA to  be 
c a ta s tro p h ic a lly  d isab led

P r io r i t y  G ro u p  5

N o n se rv ice -con nec ted  ve te ra n s  and n o n co m p e n sa b le  
se rv ice -co n n e c te d  ve te ra n s  ra ted  0 %  d isa b le d , w hose annua l 
incom e and n e t w o rth  a re  be low  th e  e s ta b lish e d  d o lla r 
th re s h o ld s

P r io r i t y  G ro u p  u

A ll o th e r  e lig ib le  ve te ra n s  w ho  a re  n o t re q u ire d  to  m ake 
co p a ym e n ts  fo r  th e ir  ca re , in c lu d in g :

• W orld  W ar I  and M exican B o rd e r W ar v e te ra n s

• V e te rans  seek ing  care  so le ly  fo r  d is o rd e rs  assoc ia ted  
w ith :  exposu re  to  h e rb ic ides  w h ile  s e e in g  in V ie tn a m ; 
o r exposu re  to  io n iz in g  ra d ia tio n  d u r in g  a tm o sp h e ric  
te s tin g  o r d u r in g  the  o ccu p a tio n  o f H iro sh im a  and 
N agasak i; o r  fo r  d iso rde rs  assoc ia ted  w ith  se rv ice  in 
th e  G u lf W ar; o r  fo r  any illn e ss  assoc ia ted  w ith  se rv ice  
in  co m b a t in a w a r a fte r  th e  G u lf W ar o r  d u rin g  a 
pe riod  o f h o s t il ity  a fte r  N o ve m b e r 11 , 1998

• C om pensab le  0 %  se rv ice -co n n e c te d  ve te ra n s  

P r io r i t y  G ro u p  7

N o n se rv ice -con nec ted  ve te ra n s  and n o n co m p e n sa b le  0%  
se rv ice -co n n e c te d  ve te ra n s  w ith  in co m e  and n e t w o rth  above 
the  e s tab lishe d  d o lla r  th re sh o ld s  and  w ho  a g ree  to  pay 
spec ified  cop a ym e n ts

Back to too
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OBJECTIVES

State homes provide an econom ical alternative to costly VA 
facilities fo r the provision o f quality care in adult day health care, 
domiciliaries, and nursing homes. As a goal VA plans to maintain 
at least a 33 1/3 percent share o f the States' cost fo r the provision 
of dom iciliary and nursing home care. VA will also continue to 
encourage States to construct and renovate State homes to 
provide needed beds and to maintain a safe and healthy 
environment in existing State veterans homes for eligible veterans 
seeking long term care.

A State home is owned and operated by a State. Most States 
require eligible veterans to share in the cost of care. In addition, 
the VA assures Congress that State homes provide quality care 
through an annual inspection, audit, and reconciliation of records 
conducted by the VA medical center o f jurisdiction to assure that 
the standards of care as prescribed by the VA are met.

STATES THAT HAVE ESTABLISHED STATE VETERANS HOMES

Construction Grant is Title 38 U.S.C. 8131-8137.

Alabama Arkansas Arizona California Colorado
Connecticut Florida Georgia Id alio Illinois
Indiana Iowa Kansas Kentucky Louisiana
Maine Maryland Massachusetts Michigan Minnesota_ _ . .. _ _l

Missouri Mississippi Montana Nebraska New
Hampshire

New Jersey New Mexico New York North
Dakota Ohio

Oklahoma Oregon Pennsylvania Rhode
Island

South
Carolina

South
Dakota

Tennessee Vermont Virginia Washington

W est
Virginia W isconsin Wyom ing

North
Carolina Utah

Puerto
Rico

http://www.va.gov/scniors/health/statt.litm


WASHINGTON
April 2, 2002

THE SECRETARY OF VETERANS AFFAIRS

General Phillip Oates, Comm issioner 
Department of Military and Veterans’ Affairs 
State of Alaska
The National Guard Armory, Suite C-222 
P.O. Box 5800
Ft. Richardson, Alaska 99505-0800

Dear General Oates:

This is in response to your letter regarding establishment o f a partnership 
between the Department o f Veterans Affairs (VA. and A laska’s Pioneer Homes. I 
appreciate your desire to meet the needs o f veterans within the framework o f the 
Pioneer Homes.

I fu lly support efforts that would enable VA and the State of Alaska to work 
cooperatively to address the elder care needs o f Alaska's veterans. I understand 
the first step is to establish the Pioneer and Veterans Homes, and there is 
legislation pending to accomplish this. Once this legislation is enacted, I will be 
pleased to explore options fo r the provision of long term care fo r A laska ’s veterans, 
to include the flexibilities o f our State Veterans Homes and Contract Community 
Nursing Homes progr< ms. I have enclosed some information on our State Veterans 
and Contract Communny Nursing Home programs that I hope you will find helpful. 
W hat is paramount is assuring that the needs o f A laska’s veterans and VA's 
standards fo r nursing home care are met.

Marsha Goodwin, Acting Chief Consultant, Geriatricp and Extended Care 
Programs, is available to meet with representatives o f the Pioneer Homes and 
Alaska State officia ls to further discuss these options. If you should have any 
questions, she may be reached at 202-273-8540. A sim ilar le tter has been sent to 
Mr. Jim Duncan, Comm issioner and appropriate members of Congress. I look 
forward to a continued working relationship with you to better meet the needs of 
Alaska's veterans.

S incerely yours,

Anthony J. Principi

Enclosures



MEMORANDUM FOR THE RECORD

This memorandum for the record has been developed in teleconference J ‘~cussions 
among Marsha Goodwin, Acting Chief Consultant, Geriatrics and Extended Care 
Programs at the U.S. Department of Veterans’ Affairs; James Kohn, Director, Division of 
Alaska Longevity Programs; and John Taber, Associate Director, Washington, D.C.
Office of the Governor of Alaska, during the period of April 1-5, 2002.

The parties to this memorandum agree as follows:

The federal Veterans' Affairs State Home Per Diem Grant program provides financial 
assistance to veterans in state VA homes within a framework of federal VA standards and 
regulations that do not presently allow for VA financial support of Alaskan veterans *n 
the proposed Alaska Pioneers' &  Veterans' Homes. It is agreed that the VA and the state 
of Alaska will work cooperatively to seek solutions to the issues that exist, including, if 
needed, federal legislation which would allow for VA support of veterans in the Alaska 
Pioneers' & Veterans' Home while preserving the ownership, independence, and 
authority of the state to operate and manage this unique long term care program. We 
agree that we will seek common ground for a demonstration that preserves both the 
character of Alaska's Pioneers' homes and the required standards of care for eligible 
Veterans.

As we work toward those solutions, we accept as governing principles the following:

Alaska's Pioneers' Homes are designed and managed as long-term assisted living 
facilities. There is no present intention to expand their role to include skilled nursing 
functions. The state of Alaska relies on agreements with private nursing homes and 
public and private hospitals to provide skilled nursing and hospital care as it is needed by 
Pioneers' Home residents.

Similarly, there is no present intention to expand the role of the Pioneers’ homes to 
include Adult Day Care, because facilities that provide Adult Day Care already exist in 
most communities where the Pioneers’ Homes are located and it would duplicate capacity 
to add that function to the Pioneers’ Homes.

The state of Alaska seeks to ultimately include all six of the existing Pioneers' Homes in 
the Pioneers' Home/Veterans' Home program and seeks to integrate Pioneers and 
Veterans to the maximum extent practicable within those facilities.

The state of Alaska seeks to preserve the essence of the Pioneers' Home concept by 
continuing to use the admission and eligibility standards and cost sharing procedures and



policies that have served the Pioneers' Homes well for 89 years. We agree to work to 
find solutions to issues that such existing policies may create for veterans who qualify for 
assistance but do not fit within state admission and eligibility standards.

As we continue the discussions that we intend will lead to the necessary agreements 
and/or legislation to permit the Veterans Affairs State Home Per Diem Grant Program to 
operate in Alaska’s Pioneers’ Homes/Veterans’ Homes, we agree to periodically provide 
information updates to Veterans and Veterans’ Affairs officials in Alaska concerning 
those discussions.

SIGNED:

Marsha Goodwin, Veterans’ Affairs

James Kohn, Alaska Longevity Programs

John Taber, Office of the Governor of Alaska



Facts & Estimates Regarding VA Participation in Pioneers’ & Veterans Home

Name Change
• VA states the present A la s k a  P io n e e r s  ’ H o m e  name must be altered to indicate that 

the program includes being a state home for veterans

Statistics & Facts
• Presently, 95 residents of the Pioneers’ Homes are veterans
• SB 55 gives preference to 21% of the funded beds: 126 beds if all 600 beds are fully 

funded
• All veterans living in VA recognized state homes receive VA benefits
• The VA is researching the eligibility for benefits of the 95 Pioneers’ Home veterans 

which includes service record, service connected disability, and need for care
• Based on the degree of service connected disability, some veterans will receive 

additional benefits to the daily stipend
• The Pioneers’ & Veterans Home will be allowed to establish a maintenance charge 

system and collect from the pension, compensation, or other income of veterans
• VA per diem would financially assist the state in providing for veterans receiving 

Pioneers’ Home payment assistance
• VA is authorized to participate in up to 65% of the cost of construction, expansion, 

remodeling and etc.

Goals
• Utilize present VA statutes and codes to gain recognition of the Pioneers’ & Veterans’ 

Home system as an eligible program to care for veterans
• Validate the Homes under the VA d o m ic i l ia r y  level of care
• Determine the eligibility of present veterans in the Homes to participate
• Receive a daily reimbursement rate of $39, the daily rate paid for domiciliary care*
• Implement the VA medications plan so Home veterans receive medications from the 

VA at little or no charge
• Participate in the VA capital program to remodel or expand Homes

*At a p e r  d ie m  rate of $39, if 100 veterans qualified for domiciliary care , the VA would 
pay $1.4 million annually to support veterans. $700,000 annually if 50 veterans qualified.
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i i ,
J im  D u n c a n  
C o m m is s io n e r
D e p a rtm e n t o f A d m in is tra tio n  
3 3 3  W illo u g h b y  A v e .r 1 0 th F I.
S ta te  O ffic e  B u ild ing  • . •
J u n e a u , A K

i •
D e a r  M r. D u n c a n

T h is  Is In re s p o n s e  to  y o u r le tte r  re g a rd in g  e s ta b lis h m e n t o f  a  partn ersh ip  
b e tw e e n  th e  D e p a rtm e n t o f V e te ra n s  A ffairs (V A ) a n d  A la s k a ’s P io n e e r  H o m e s . I , 
a p p re c ia te  yo u r d e s ire  to  m e e t th e  n e e d s  o f  v e te ra n s  w ith in  th e  fra m e w o rk  o f  the  
P io n e e r  H o m e s .

I fu lly  s u p p o rt e ffo rts  th a t w o u ld  e n a b le  V A  a n d  th e  S ta te  o f  A la s k a  to  w ork  • 
c o o p e ra tiv e ly  to  a d d re s s  th e  e ld e r  c a re  n e e d s  o f  A la s k a 's  v e te ra n s . I u nderstand  
th e  first s te p  Is to  e s tab lish  th e  P io n e e r  an d  V e te ra n s  H o m e s ,'a n d  th e re  is 
leg is la tion  p e n d in g  to  acco m p lish  th is . O n c e  th is  le g is la tio n  is e n a c te d , I will be  
p le a s e d  to  e x p lo re  options fo r  th e  provis ion  o f long  te rm  c a re  fo r A la s k a 's  ve te ran s , 
to  in c lu d e  th e  flex ib ilities  o f  b u r  S ta te  V e te ra n s  H o m e s  a n d  C o n tra c t C o m m u n ity  
N ursing  H o m e s  p ro g ra m s . I hiave en c lo s e d  s o m e  In fo rm a tio n  on o u r S ta te  
V e te ra n s  an d  C o n tra c t C o m m u n ity  N ursing  H o m e  p ro g ra m s  th a t I h o p e  you will 
find h e lp fu l. W h a t  Is p a ra m o u n t is assuring  th a t th e  n e e d s  o f  A la s k a ’s v e te ra n s  
a n d  V A 's  s ta n d a rd s  fo r  n urs ing  h o m e  c a re  a re  m et.

M a rs h a  G o o d w in , A c tin g  C h ie f  C o n s u lta n t, G e r ia tr ic s  a n d  E x te n d e d  C a re  
P ro g ra m s , is a v a ila b le  to  m e e t w ith  re p resen ta tiv es  o f  th e  P io n e e r  H o m e s  and  
A la s k a  S ta te  o ffic ia ls  to  fu rth e r  d iscu ss  th e s e  o p tio n s . I f  y o u  shou ld  h a v e  an y  
q u estio n s , sh e  m a y  b e  re a c h e d  a t  2 0 2 -2 7 3 -8 5 4 0 .  A  s im ila r  le tte r h a s  b e e n  sent to  
M a jo r G e n e ra l Ph illip  O a te s , A d ju ta n t G e n e ra l/C o m m is s io n e r  an d  ap p ro p ria te  
m e m b e rs  o f C o n g re s s . I lo o k  fo rw a rd  to a  c o n tin u e d  w o rk in g  re la tio n sh ip  with you  
to  b e tte r  m e e t  th e  n e e d s  o f A la s k a 's  ve te ran s ..

S in cere ly  yo u rs ,

E n clo su res
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G e n e ra l P h illip  O a te s , C o m m is s io n e r • . ’
D e p a r tm e n t o f M ilita ry  a n d  V e te ra n s 'A ffa irs  • :

S ta to  o f  A la s k a  ’ .
T h e  N a tio n a l G u a rd  A rm o ry , S u ite  C -2 2 2  •
P .O .  B o x  5 8 0 0  ' :
F t  R ic h a rd s o n , A la s k a  9 9 5 0 5 -0 8 0 0  . ,

D e a r  G e n e ra l O a te s : * ’
i

T h is  is in re s p o n s e  to  y o u r le tte r re g a rd in g  e s ta b lis h m e n t o f  a  p a rtn e rs h ip  
b e tw e e n  th e  D e p a rtm e n t o f  V e te ra n s  A ffa irs  (V A ).a n d  A fa iska’s P io n e e r  H o m e s . I 
a p p re c ia te  yo u r d e s ire  to  m e e t  th e  n e e d s  o f  v e te ra n s  w ith in  th e  fra m e w o rk  ov th e
P io n e e r  H o m e s . - ‘ i

i
I fu lly  su p p o rt e ffo rts  th a t  w ou ld  e n a b le  V A  an d  th e  S ta te  o f  A la s k a  to  w o rk  

c o o p e ra tiv e ly  to  a d d re s s  th e  e ld e r  ca re  n e e d s  o f  A la s k a 'S  v e te ra n s . I u n d ers tan d  
th e  firs t s te p  is to  es ta b lis h  th e  P io n e e r a n d  V e te ra n s  H o m e s , a n d  th e re  is 
leg is la tion  p e n d in g  to  a c c o m p lis h  this. O n c e .th is  leg is la tio n  is e n a c te d , I will be  
p le a s e d  to  e x p lo re  op tio n s  fo r  th e  provision o f  long  te rm ic a re  fo r  A la s k a ’s v e te ra n s , 
to  in c lu d e  th e  flex ib ilities  o f  o u r  S ta te  V e te ra n s  H o m e s  a n d  C o n tra c t C o m m u n ity  
N u rs in g  H o m e s  p ro g ra m s . I h a v e 'e n c lo s e d  s o m e  in fo rm atio n  o n  o u r  S ta te  V e te ra n s  • 
an d  C o n tra c t C o m m u n ity  N u rs in g  H o m e  p ro g ra m s  th a t I-' h o p e  you w ill fin d  help fu l. 
W h a t  is p a ra m o u n t is a ssu rin g  th a t th e  n e e d s  o f  A la s k a 's  v e te ra n s  a n d  V A ’s 
s ta n d a rd s  fo r  n urs ing  h o m e  c a re  a re  m e t.’

• M a rs h a  G o o d w in , A c tin g  C h ie f C o n s u lta n t, G eria trics  an d  E x te n d e d  C a re  
P ro g ra m s , is a v a ila b le  to  m e e t w ith  re p re s e n ta tiv e s  o f  th e  P io n e e r  H o m e s  and  
A la s k a  S ta te  o ffic ia ls  to  fu rth e r  d iscuss th e s e  o p tions . I f  y o u  shou ld  h a v e  an y  
q u es tio n s , s h e  m a y  b e  re a c h e d  a t 2 0 2 -2 7 3 -8 5 4 0 .  A  s im ila r  le tte r  h a s  b e e n  sen t to  
M r. J im  D u n c a n , C o m m is s io n e r  an d  a p p ro p ria te  m e m b e rs  o f C o n g re s s . I look  
fo iw a rd  to  a  co n tin u e d  w o rk in g  re la tionsh ip  w ith  you to  b e tte r  m e e t th e  n e e d s  o f  
A la s k a ’s v e te ra n s ..

S in c e re ly  youns,

A n th o n y  J. P rinc ip i

E n c lo su res



MEMORANDUM FOR THE RECORD

This memorandum for the record has been developed in teleconference discussions 
among Marsha Goodwin, Acting Chief Consultant, Geriatrics and Extended Care 
Programs at the U.S. Department of Veterans’ Affairs; James Kohn, Director, Division of 
Alaska Longevity Programs; and John Taber, Associate Director, Washington, D.C. 
Office of the Governor of Alaska, during the period of April 1-5, 2002.

The parties to this memorandum agree as follows:

The federal Veterans' Affairs State Home Per Diem Grant program provides financial 
assistance to veterans in state veterans homes within a framework of federal VA 
standards and regulations that do not presently allow for VA financial support of Alaskan 
veterans in the proposed Alaska Pioneers' & Veterans' Homes. It is agreed that the VA 
and the state of Alaska will work cooperatively to seek solutions to the issues that exist, 
including, if needed, federal legislation which would allow for VA support of veterans in 
the Alaska Pioneers' & Veterans' Home while preserving the ownership and 
authority of the state to operate and manage this unique long term care program. We 
agree that we will seek common ground for developing a potential demonstration that 
preserves both the character of Alaska's Pioneers' homes and the required standards of 
care for eligible Veterans.

As we work toward those solutions, we accept as governing principles the following:

Alaska's Pioneers' Homes are designed and managed as long-term assisted living 
facilities. There is no present intention to expand their role to include skilled nursing 
functions. The state of Alaska relies on agreements with private nursing homes and 
public and private hospitals to provide skilled nursing and hospital care as it is needed by 
Pioneers' Home residents.

Similarly, there is no present intention to expand the role of the Pioneers' homes to 
include Adult Day Care, because facilities that provide Adult Day Care already exist in 
most communities where the Pioneers’ Homes are located and it would duplicate capacity 
to add that function to the Pioneers’ Homes.

The state of Alaska seeks to ultimately include all six of the existing Pioneers' Homes in 
the Pioneers' Home/Veterans' Home program and seeks to integrate Pioneers and 
Veterans to the maximum extent practicable within those facilities.

The state of Alaska seeks to preserve the essence of the Pioneers' Home concept by 
continuing to use the admission and eligibility standards and cost sharing procedures and



policies that have served the Pioneers' Homes well for 89 years. We agree to work to find 
solutions to issues that such existing policies may create for veterans who qualify for 
assistance but do not fit within state admission and eligibility standards.

As we continue the discussions that we intend will lead to the necessary agreements 
and/or legislation to permit the Veterans Affairs State Home Per Diem Grant Program to 
operate in Alaska’s Pioneers’ Homes/Veterans’ Homes, we agree to periodically provide 
information updates to Veterans and Veterans’ Affairs officials in Alaska concerning 
those discussions.

SIGNED:

Marsha Goodwin, Veterans’ Affairs

James Kohn, Alaska Longevity Programs

John Taber, Office of the Governor of Alaska



[Fwd: M em o ran du m  fo r  R ecord )

Subject: [Fwd: Memorandum for Record]
Date: Wed, 01 May 2002 15:47:32 -0800 

From: Jim Kohn <james_kohn@admin.state.ak.us>
Organization: State of Alaska

To: "Stewart, Roxanne" <roxanne_stewart@admin.state.ak.us>

I  Hp 11 pvp -t-hgs^ i s  wnat vou want. I i " nUL. know.

Subject: RE: Memorandum for Record 
Date: Fri, 5 Apr 2002 16:45:02 -0500

From: "Goodwin, Marsha E" <marsha.good\vin@hq.med.va.gov> N,
To: 'John Taber’ <jrtaber@sso.org>, "Goodwin, Marsha E" <marsha.goodwiu@hq.med.vmgpv> 
CC: Kohn James <james_kohn@admin.state.ak.us>

I think the e-mail concurrence is fine. Look forward to our next conference 
call meeting. Marsha

’*7* '1 ru^^inal Message  — 1
From: John Taber [mailto:irtabergsso.org]
Sent: Friday, April 05, 2002 4:42 PM 
To: Goodwin, Marsha E 
Cc: Kohn James
Subject: Re: Memorandum for Record

Marsha,
Your changes are fine with us. Thank you again for your review and 
assistance. Can we consider this memorandum
signed, based on our email concurrence in it? We should also circulate a 
hard copy for signature and I will be happy 
to initiate that from here.

John

"Goodwin, Marsha E" wrote:

> John - I  ju s t  made a couple minor changes. See i f  they are agreeable with
> both o f  you. Marsha
>
 >  O r ig ina l  Message----
> From: John Taber [m a i l t o : jrtaberQsso.org]
> Sent: Thursday, A p r i l  04, 2002 6:47 PM
> To: Marsha.Goodwin@hq.med.va.gov; Kohn James
> Subject: Memorandum f o r  Record
>
> attached i s my proposed Memorandum fo r  the Record per  our discuss ions
> today. Please l e t  me know i f  th is  meets with your approval and
> agreement. Thank you fo r  your cooperation and ass istance in  developing
> th is  important understanding and agreement.>
>    _ _ _ _ _ _ _ — _ _ _ _ _ _ -------------------------------------------------------------- _ _ _ _ _

> Name: Alaska
Pioneer Homes MEMORANDUM FOR THE RECORD.doc
> Alaska Pioneer Homes MEMORANDUM FOR THE RECORD.doc Type: Winword
File (application/msword)
> Encoding: base64
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D e p a r tm e n t  o f  V e te r a n s  A f fa ir e  (V A )
F a c t  S h e e t  • <

V A  S ia te  H o m e  P r o g r a m :  T h e  V A  S ta te  H o m e  P e r  D ie m  G ra n t  P ro g ra m  . 
p ro v id es  F e d e ra l p a y m e n ts  to  S ta te s  fo r  e lig ib le  v e te ra n s  In  S ta te  V e te ra n s  
H o m e s  (S V H s )  re c o g n iz e d  b y  V A . In o rd e r to  re c e iv e  th e  g ra n t fu n d s  fo r  e ith er  
co n stru c tio n  o r  p e r  d ie m  p a y m e n ts  fo r  nursing  h o m e , d o m ic ilia ry , o r  a d u lt  d ay  . 
n e a lth  c a re , th e  S ta te  m u s t ap p ly  fo r  th e  g ra n t a n d  m e e t  V A  s ta n d a rd s . It Is the  
resp o n s ib ility  o f  th e  S ta te  to  co n d u ct feas ib ility  s tu d ies  a s s o c ia te d  w ith  
es tab lish in g  a  S ta te  V e te ra n s  H o m e . S ta te  V e te ra n s  H o m e s  a r e  o w n e d  and  
o p e ra te d  b y  S ta te s . V A  m a y  re c o g n ize  a n  e n tire  fac ility  o r  a  s p e c ific  a re a , such  
as  a  w ing  o r  f lo o r  w ith in  a  la rg e r fac ility , like  a P io n e e rs  H o m e . V e te ra n s  m ay  
n o t b e  in te rm in g le d  w ith  o th e r  re s id e n ts  o f  th e  h o m e . V A  re c o g n itio n  e n s u re s  
th a t v e te ra n s  re c e iv e  c o n s is te n t le v e ls  o f c a re  in a c c o rd a n c e  w ith  V A  
s ta n d a rd s . S ta te  n u rs in g  h o m e  reg u la tio n s  w e re  p u b lis h e d  in th e  F e d e ra l  
R e g is te r  o n  J a n u a ry  6 , 2 0 0 0 .  S ec tio n  5 1 .2 0  p ro v id es  d ire c tio n s  fo r  ap p ly in g  fo r  
reco g n itio n .

T h e  S V H  p ro g ra m  p ro v id es  g ran ts  to  S ta te s  fo r  u p  to  6 5  p e rc e n t o f  the  
costs o f  th e  co n stru c tio n  o r  ren o vatio n  o f fac ilities  fo r n u rs in g  h o m e , do m ic ilia ry  
or a d u lt d a y  h e a lth  c a re  fo r  e lig ib le  v e te ra n s . T h e  S ta te  m u s t p ro v id e  3 5  
p e rc e n t m a tc h in g  fu n d s  a s  a  cond ition  o f co n stru ctio n  g ra n t a w a rd . T h e  S ta te  
m a y  a lso  re q u e s t th a t  V A  re c o g n ize  a n  existing  fac ility  o r  a  p ortion  o f  a  facility  
a s  a  S ta te  H o m e , a s  a n  a lte rn a tiv e  io  construction , w ith  th e  co n d itio n  th a t  tha  
fac ility  m e e t  V A  s ta n d a rd s . T h o s e  s tan d ard s  a re  fu rth e r  d e s c rib e d  in  th e  
e n c lo s e d  Q u e s tio n  a n d  A n s w e r  d o c u m e n t E lig ib le  v e te ra n s  m u s t b e  lo cated  in 
a  re c o g n ize d  S V H  in o rd e r  fo r  th e  S ta te  to  re c e iv e  p e r  d ie m  p a y m e n ts . By law , 
th e s e  g ra n ts  c a n n o t b e  m a d e  a v a ila b le  to  In d iv id u a l v e te ra n s .

S h o u ld  th e  S ta te  o f  A la s k a  c h o o se  to  p u rs u e  a n y  o f  th e s e  o p tio n s  ,for 
S ta te  H o m e  d e v e lo p m e n t, V A  s ta ff is  a v a ila b le  to  o ffe r te c h n ic a l a s s is ta n c e .
O n c e  co n stru c tio n  iB c o m p le te d , a  loca l V A  M e d ic a l C e n te r  o f  Jurisd iction  Is 
d e s ig n a te d  to  w o rk  w ith  a  S ta te  H o m e  to e n s u re  th a t v e te ra n s  re c e iv e  th e  
h ig h est q u a lity  c a re . T h e  re q u ire m e n t to  sa tis fac to rily  m e e t  S V H  nu rs in g  hom e  
s ta n d a rd s  In o rd e r  to  a c h ie v e  recogn ition  is e s s e n tia lly  th e  s a m e  w h e th e r  the • 

. S V H  is n e w ly - c o n s tru c te d  o r d e s ig n a te d  a s  p art o f  an  e x is tin g  fac ility .
H o w e v e r, In th e  la tte r  c a s e , a  sp ec ific  s ta n d a rd  (i.e ., In te rm in g lin g  v e te ra n s  with 
n o n -v e te ra n s ) a p p lie s  to  S V H  p ro g ram  In tegrity . A  bu ild in g  h o u s in g  a  facility  
re c o g n ize d  a s  a  S ta te  h o m e  fo r provid ing  n urs ing  h o m e  c a re  m a y  o n ly  provide  
nursing h o m e  c a re  In th e  a re a s  o f  th e  build ing re c o g n ize d  a s  a S ta te  h o m e  for 
providing nurs ing  h o m e  c a re  (3 8  C F R  P a rts  1 7  e t  a l., 5 1 .2 1 0  [u]). In  o th e r  
w ords, w h e n  S V H  n u ir ln g  h o m e  c a re  Is p ro v id ed  In o n ly  a  portion  o f  a n  existing  
facility, r .ih e r  ty p e s  o f  c a re  o r p ro g ram s c a n n o t b e  c o n d u c te d  In a re a s  
spec ifica lly  d e s ig n a te d  fo r  th e  S V H . A  re c o g n ize d  S V H  w o u ld  u ltim a te ly  
provide a  s a fe  e n v iro n m e n t fo r v e te ra n s  res id ing  in th e  s ta te  o f  A la s k a . A n  
A laska  S V H  w o u ld  e n s u re  v e te ra n s  rece ive  th e  n e c e s s a ry  m e d ic a l c a re ,
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m e d ic a tio n s  a n d  m e d ic a l a s s is tiv e  d e v ic e s  to  v e te ra n  p a tie n ts  a s  p re s c rib e d  by 

V A  re q u ire m e n ts .

B o th  local an d  V A  C e n tra l O ffic e  s ta ff h a v e  m et w ith  S ta te  o ffic ia ls  over, 
th e  p a s t y e a r  a b o u t o p p o rtu n ities  fo r  F e d e ra l support. T h e  S ta te  Is e n c o u ra g e d  
to  co n tin u e  to  m e e t  w ith  V A  to  s e e k  a lte rn a tiv e s , e ven  th o u g h  th e  o p tio n  o f  
d ed ica tin g  a  p ortion  o f  th e  P io n e e r  H o m e s  fo r  v e te ra n s  m a y  r o t  y e t  b e  
a v a ila b le . V A  lo o k s  fo rw ard  to  a  co n tin u ed  c lo se  w o rk in g  re la tio n s h ip  w ith  th e  
S ta te  o f A la s k a  to  h e lp  it m e e t  a ll F e d e ra l g ra n t re q u ire m e n ts .

V A  C o n tr a c t  C o m m u n ity  N u rs in g  H o m e  P ro g ra m : T h e  C o n tra c t C o m m u n ity  
N ursing  H o m e  P ro g ra m  (C N H ), e s ta b lis h e d  in 1 9 6 5  Is o n e  o f  th re e  V A -  
spo n so red  nurs ing  h o m e  p ro g ra m . T h is  p ro g ram  p la c e s  p a tie n ts 're q u ir in g  
nursing h o m e  c a re  in co m m u n ity  nursing  h o m e s  a t V A  e x p e n s e . A ll V A  
m edica l fac ilities  h a v e  C N H  cap ab ilities .

V A  c o n tra c ts  w ith  C N H  fac ilities  w h ich  m e e t M e d ic a re /M e d ic a id  
s ta n d a rd s  an d  th e  m o st re c e n t ed itio n  o f th e  L ife S a fe ty  C o d e . T h e  con tract  
allow s V A  to p la c e  a v e te ra n  in a  C N H  w h e n  th e  C N H  a g re e s  to  a c c e p t th e  
patien t a t  th e  n e g o tia te d  p e r  d ie m  ra te . In F Y  2 0 0 1 , th e  C N H  p ro g ra m  served  
an  a v e ra g e  o f 4 ,0 0 0  v e te ra n s  p e r  d ay .

P a tie n ts  w h o  req u ire  c a re  in a  C N H  d u e  to  ac tiv ities  o f  d a ily  living  
Im p a irm en ts ; m e d ic a l d ia g n o s e s  a n d /o r th s  inab ility  o f th e  in fo rm al a n d  fo rm al 
c a re  sys tem  to  p ro v id e  c a re  a t  h o m e  o r in th e  co m m u n ity  c o m p ris e  th e  ta rg e t  
popu la tion  fo r  C N H . T h e  p o p u la tio n  in c lu d es  p atien ts  In n e e d  o f  reh ab ilita tio n , 
specia l c lin ical c a re , a n d  th o se  w ith  b e h a v io ra l m a n a g e m e n t p ro b le m s  w h e re  
nursing h o m e  c a re  is n e e d e d  an d  ap p ro p ria te  m en ta l h e a lth  in te rv e n tio n s  can  
be p ro v id ed  la  th e  C N H .
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d e p a r t m e n t  o f  V e te r a n s  A f fa ir s  (V A )  
V e te r a n s  H e a lth  A d m in is t r a t io n  (V H A )  

S ta te  H o m e  P ro g ra m  
F Y  2 0 0 2  .

Q u e s t io n s  a n d  A n s w e rs

1 . W h a t  Is a  S ta te  h o m p ?  .

T h e  te rm  ‘ S ta te  h o m e * m e a n s  a  h o m e  es ta b lis h e d  b y  a  S ta te  fo r  v e te ra n s  
d is a b le d  by a g e , d is e a s e 1, o r  o th e rw is e , w h o  by re a s o n  o f  s u c h  d isab ility  a r e  
in c a p a b le  o f  e a rn in g  a  living. A  S ta te  h o m e  m a y  p ro v id e  nu rs in g  h o m e  c a re , • 
d o m ic ilia ry  c a re  o r  h o sp ita l c a re  In c o m b in a tio n  w ith  a n o th e r le v e l o f  c a re . H o sp ita l 
c a re  m a y  b e  p ro v id e d  o n ly  w h e n  th e  S ta te  h o m e  a ls o  p ro v id es  d o m ic ilia ry  a n d /o r  • 
n u rs in g  h o m e  c a re .

2 .  C a n  a S ta te  h o m e  fu rn ish  m o re  th a n  o n e  leve l o f  ca re?

Y e s . A  S ta te  h o m e  m a y  fu rn ish  d o m ic ilia ry , nurs ing  h o m e  a n d  hosp ita l leve ls  
o f c a re , a s  w e ll a s  n d u lt d a y  h e a lth  c a re . A  h o m e  th a t fu rn is h e s  m o re  th an  o n e  
leve l o f  c a re  m u s t p ro v id e  such c a re  In c le a r ly  d e s ig n a te d  a re a s  w ith in  th e  h o m e , so  
th a t  th e  leve ls  o f  c a re  a re  n o t in te rm in g le d .

3 . W h o  e s ta b lis h e s  a  S ta te  h o m e ?

' T h e  e s ta b lis h m e n t, location , con tro l and  ad m in is tra tio n  o f a  S ta te  h o m e  Is th e  
resp o n s ib ility  o f  th e  S ta te , w h ich  it s e rv e s .

4 . H o w  Is a  S ta te  h o m e  es ta b lis h e d ?
• i i ■

G e n e ra lly , v e te ra n s ' serv ice  o rg a n iza tio n s  a n d  In te res ted  S ta te  o ffic ia ls  
e n c o u ra g e  th e  S ta te  leg is la tu re  to  e n a c t  leg is la tion  fo r e s ta b lis h m e n t o f a  S ta te  
v e te ra n s  h o m e  ancJ to  a p p ro p ria te  fu n d s  fo r  its construction  a n d  o p e ra tio n . S ta te s  
m u s t a s s u re  th a t s ta te  o p e ra tio n a l fu n d s  a re  a v a ila b le  to  s u p p o rt q u a lity  o f  c a re  in 
e a c h  leve l o fc a r e  p ro v id ed .i
5 .  W h a t a s s is ta n c e  fro m  V A  is a v a ila b le  In th e  e s ta b lis h m e n t o f  a  S ta te  h o m e ?

a . V A  will p ro v id e  g u id a n c e  an d  co n su lt w ith  re p re s e n ta tiv e s  o f  th e  S ta te  to  
e n s u re  th a t th e  fac ility  w ill m e e t re g u la tio n s  fo r  V A  recogn ition  a n d  F e d e ra l a id  
p a y m e n ts  u n d e r  p rov is ion  o f T itle  3 8  U S C  1 7 4 1 .

b . V A  c a n n o t p a rtic ip a te  in th e  c o s t o f  land .
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6 .  C a n  a  b u ild ing  in an  ex is tin g  S ta te  fac ility  b e  a p p ro v e d  a s  a  S ta te  h o m e ?  .

A  bu ild ing  o r bu ild in g s  In a n  ex is ting  fa c ility  m a y  q u a lify , p ro v id e d  th a t th e y  a re  
astab lished  an d  op era ted : a s  a  s e p a ra te  e n tity  (S ta te  h o m e ). It  Is p e rm is s ib le  to  

. x ir c h a s e  s e rv ic e s , i.e ., d ie te tic , e n g in e e rin g , lau n d ry ; a n d  p ro fe s s io n a l c a re  fro m  a n  
existing fac ility . P u rc h a s e d  o r  c o n tra c t se rv ic e s  m u s t m e e t th e  s ta n d a rd s  fo r  e a c h  

e v e i o f c a re ,

7. C a n  a fac ility  p rov id ing  o n ly  h osp ita l c a re  re c o g n ize d  b y  V A  a s  a  S ta te  h o m e?

N o . A  S ta te  h o m e  m u s t p ro v id e  d o m ic ilia ry  a n d /o r  nu rs in g  h o m e  c a re  fo r  

v e te ra n s .

8 . W h a t  a re  th e  v e te ra n  ad m iss io n  re q u ire m e n ts  to  a  S ta te  h o m e ?
, i

a . A d m iss io n  re q u ire m e n ts  a re  d e te rm in e d  b y  th e  S ta te .

b . V e te ra n  a n d  n o n -v e te ra n  e lig ib ility  re q u ire m e n ts  a re  p ro v id e d  in la w s  an d  
reg u la tio n s , ;

c. A s  a  co n d itio n  o f  rece iv in g  p e r  d ie m  p a y m e n ts , th e  S ta te  m u s t s u b m it tw o  
fo rm s to  th e  V A  m e d ic a l c e n te r  o f ju risd ic tio n  fo r  e a c h  v e te ra n  a s  fo llo w s: a )  V A  
F o rm  1 0 -1 0 E Z , “A p p lic a tio n  fo r  H e a lth  B en efits ,"  a n d  b ) V A  F o rm  1 0 -1 0 S H , “S ta te  
H o m e  P ro g ra m  A p p lica tio n  fo r  C a re , M e d ic a l C ertifica tio n ."  •'

d . V e te ra n  e lig ib ility  fo r p e r  d ie m  p a y m e n ts  is d e te rm in e d  a n d  a u th o rize d  by  
th e  V A  m e d ic a l c e n te r  o f  ju risd ic tio n . A  V A  p h ys ic ian  re v ie w s  a n d  a u th o rize s  th e  
Jevel o f ca re . B y  u s ing  so c ia l s e c u rity  n u m b e rs , V A  will tra c k  p e r  d ie m  p a y m e n ts  fo r 
e a c h  elig ib le v e te ra n . .

9 . H oW  d o e s  V A  a s s u re  C o n g re s s  th a t S ta te  V e te ra n s  h o m e s  p ro v id e  q u a lity  
c a re ?

T h e  U n d e r  S e c re ta ry  fo r  H e a lth  a s s ig n s ’a  V A  m e d ic a l c e n te r  o f  ju risd ic tion  fo r  
e a c h  S ta te  V e te ra n s  Hohne (S V H ) . O n c e  a s s ig n e d , th e  m e d ic a l c e n te r  d ire c to r  
a p p o in ts  an  in te rd isc ip lin a ry  te a m  fro m  a m o n g  th e  staff. T h is  te a m  is c h a rg e d  w'rth 
th e  ongo ing  m o n ito rin g  o f  q ua lity . T h e  la tte r  in c lu d es  c o n d u c tin g  a n  in itia l 
recogn ition  su rvey , p e rfo rm in g  a n n u a l in sp ec tio n s , a n d  c o m m u n ic a tin g  w ith  th e  
S V H  a b o u t all q u a lity  c o n c e rn s  th a t  a r is e  b e tw e e n  s c h e d u le d  re v ie w s . F o r  e a c h  
fac ility  re c o g n ize d  a s  a S V H , t! - D ire c to r  o f  th e  V A  m e d ic a l c e n te r  o f  ju risd ic tion  
a n n u a lly  ce rtifies  w h e th e r  th e  riity m a n a g e m e n t m e t o r  d id  n o t m e e t  th e  . 
s tan d ard s  o f  th e  S V H  P ro g ra m . T h e  S ta te  h o m e  is re q u ire d  to  m e e t  m in im u m  
stan d ard s  In o rd e r  to  c o n tin u e  to re c e iv e  p e r  d ie m  p a y m e n ts .
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1 0 . D o e s  a  S ta te  h o s p ita l o r S ta te  nurs ing  h o m e  re q u ire  a  S ta te  licen se?
iJ

Y o b , th e  h o s p ita l fa c ility  sh a ll bo licen sed  a s  a  lo n g -te rm  o r a c u te  c a re  hospital 
. b y  th e  S ta te , a n d  s h a ll c o m p ly  w ith  F e d e ra l, S ta te  an d  loca l law s , ru les  an d  

re g u la tio n s  fo r  h o s p ita l ca re .
i

T h e  nurs ing  h o m e  fac ility  sh a ll b e  lic e n s e d  a s  a  sk illed  nurs ing  h o m e ,b y  th e  
S ta te  a n d  sh a ll c o m p ly  w ith  F e d e ra l, S ta te  an d  lo c a l.Ia w s , ru les  an d  reg u la tio n s  fo r  
s k illed  n u rs in g  h o m e  c a re .

1 1 . W h a t  F e d e ra l fu n d s  a re  a v a ila b le  to  a  S ta te  fo r  th e  o p e ra tio n  o f  a  S ta te  h o m e?

a . D o m ic ilia ry  C a re  -  u p  to  o n e -h a lf  o f  th e  co s t o f c a re , not to  e x c e e d  $ 2 4 .4 0  
p e r d a y  (F Y  2 0 0 2  ra te ) . '

b . ' N u rs in g  H o m e  C a r e —  up to  o n e -h a if  o f  th e  c o s t o f  c a re , no t to  e x c e e d  
. $ 5 3 .1 7  p e r  d a y  (F Y  2 0 0 2  ra te ).

c. H o s p ita l C a r e  -  up to  o n e 4 ia lf  o f th e  co s t o f c a re , no t to  e x c e e d  $ 5 3 .1 7  p er  
d ay . (F Y  2 0 0 2  ra te ).

I
d . A d u lt D a y  H e a lth  C a re  -  up  to o n e -h a if  o f  th e  c o s t o f  c a re , n o t to  e x c e e d  

■ $ 3 4 .6 4  p e r  d a y  (F Y  2 0 0 2  ra te ).

e . A t  th e  t im e  o f  th e  construction g ra n t a w a rd , a  S ta te  is req u ired  to  sign a  
m e m o ra n d u m  o f a g re e m e n t  w ith  th e  U .S . D e p a rtm e n t o f  V e te ra n s  A ffa irs  th a t  
re q u ire s  th e  S ta te  to  p ro v id e  fin an c ia l su p p o rt fo r  th e  e n tire  co st o f  m a in te n a n c e  
a n d  operation , o f  a  S ta te ;V e te ra n s  H o m e .

1 2 . C a n  th e  S ta te  a s s e s s  o r c h a rg e  v e te ra n s  fo r  th e  co s t o f  th e ir  c a re ?  •

Y e s . T h e  S ta te -o p e ra te d  fac ility  m a y  es ta b lis h  a  m a in te n a n c e  c h a rg e  system  
an d  co llect fro m  th e  p en s io n , c o m p e n s a tio n , o r  o th e r in c o m e  o f v e te ra n s .. T h is  
d o e s  no t re m o v e  th e  S ta te ’s responsib ility  fo r  a p p ro p ria tin g  o p e ra tin g  funds th a t will 
k e e p  th e  h o m e  in c o m p lia n c e  w ith  V A  s ta n d a rd s .
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1 3 . is  th e re  a  lim it o n  th e  a m o u n t  co llec ted  from  v e te ra n s ?

N o . H o w a v e r i th is  d o e s  n o t re m o v e  th e  S ta te ’s re sp o n s ib ility  fo r  ap p ro p ria tin g  
o p e ra tio n a l fu n d s  th a t  w ill s u p p o rt th e  co s t o f  m a in te n a n c e  o f th e  bu ild ing  an d  
o p e ra tio n  o f th e  h o m e ., v.

1 4 . I f  a  v e te ra n  in a  S ta te  h o m e  req u ires  h o sp ita liza tio n  in a  V A  fac ility , c a n  V A  
• c o n tin u e  p e r  d ie m  p a y m e n ts ?  ‘ ’*

N o . V A  p e r  d ie m  p a y m e n ts  a re  n o t pa id  If a  v e te ra n  In a S ta le  h o m e  is 
. tra n s fe rre d  to  a  V A  m e d ic a l c e n te r  fo r hosp ita l c a re  o r  to a  n o n -V A  hosp ita l a t  V A  

e x p e n s e . H o w e v e r , V A  p e r  d ie m  p a y m e n ts  a re  co n tin u e d  u p  to  9 6  h o u rs  fo r  a  
v e te ra n  tra n s fe rre d  fro m  a  S ta te  h o m e  to  a  h o sp ita l a t  n o n -V A  e x p e n s e .

1 5 . C a n  V A  p a rtic ip a te  w ith  S ta te s  In th e  construction  o r  a c q u is itio n  o f  S ta te  h o m e  
fa c ilities?

a . Y e s . U n d e r  T it le  3 3  U S C  8 1 3 1 -8 1 3 7 , V A  is. a u th o rize d  to p a rtic ip a te  in up  
. to  6 5  p e rc e n t o f  th e  c o s t o f  acqu is ition  a n d /o r  co n s tru c tio n  o f  n e w  d o m ic ilia ry  o r

nurs ing  h o m e  b u ild in g s , a n d /o r  th e  e x p a n s io n , re m o d e lin g , o r  a lte ra tio n  o f ex is ting  
d o m ic ilia ry , n u rs in g  o r  a d u lt  d a y  h e a lth  c a re  bu ild ings, p ro v id e d  V A  s ta n d a rd s  and  
re g u la tio n s  a re  m e t. A c q u is itio n  a n d /o r  ren o vatio n  costs  o f a n  ex is tin g  bu ild ing  m ay  
n o t e x c e e d  th e  c o s t o f  co n s tru c tio n  o f an  e q u iv a le n t n e w  fac ility . '

4
b. S u c h  c o s ts  m a y  in c lu d e  a rc h ite c t fe e s , su p erv is io n , in sp ectio n , co s t o f final 

au d it, a n d  in itia l e q u ip m e n t, w h ich  Is no t inc luded  In th e  co n stru ctio n  co n trac t and  
m a y  n o t e x c e e d  1 0  p e rc e n t o f  th s  co st o f  construction .

* * i
• • c. V A  m a y  n o t p a rtic ip a te  in p ro jects  fo r m a in te n a n c e  a n d  re p a ir  e x c e p t, as  

th e y  a re  In vo lved  In e x tr ic a b ly  in rem o d e lin g  p ro jects .

1 6 . C a n  V A  re im b u rs e  a  S ta te  fo r  th e  F e d e ra l s h a re  o f c o m p le te d  construction  
p ro jec ts?  W h a t  a re  tine c o n d itio n s?

Y e s , p ro v id e d  V A  re c e iv e s  a n  initial ap p lica tio n  an d  a p p ro v e s  a ll bid d o cu m en ts  
(d raw in g s  a n d  s p e c ific a tio n s ) b e fo re  construction  b e g in s  o r  e a rly  In th e  construction  
p h a s e . ‘ .

MS] 0 0 S
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1 7 . H o w  c an  a  S ta te  o b ta in  V A  reg u la tio n s , ins tructions  a n d  a p p lic a tio n  fo rm s  fo r

construction  p ro jects?
« 4 

• yVn'te to: A ctin g  C h ie f  C o n s u lta n t, G e ria tr ic s  a n d  E x te n d e d  
' C a re  S tra te g ic  H e a lth c a re  G ro u p  (1 1 4 )

V e te ra n s  H e a lth  A dm in is tra tio n  
’■ D e p a r tm e n t o f  V e te ra n s  A ffa irs  

8 1 0  V e rm o n t A v e n u e , N W  
W a s h in g to n , D C  2 0 4 2 0

t

O th e r  so u rces  fo r  o b ta in in g  cu rren t u p d a te s  o f  th e  C o d e  o f  F e d e ra l R e g u la tio n s  

(C F R ):

(1 )  O n th e  In te rn e t a t  http.7/w w w .q p o .q o v : o r ,
(2 )  D irectly  fro m  th e  U n ite d  S ta te s  G o v e rn m e n t B o o k s to re :

1 8 . Is th e re  a  lim it o n  th e  n u m b e r  o f b e d s  th a t c an  b e  c o n s tru c te d  w ith  V A  
partic ipation?

Y e s . T h e  to ta l nu rs in g  h o m e  an d  d o m ic ilia ry  c a re  b e d s  m a y  n o t e x c e e d  th e  
lim its es tab lish ed  in 3 8 C F R  P a r t  5 9 .

1 9 . W h o  is re s p o n s ib le  fo r  construction  p ro jec ts?

T h e  S ta te  is p rim arily  resp o n s ib le .

T h e  S ta te  e m p lo y s  a n  a rc h ite c t a n d  su b m its  p lan s  fo r  re v ie w  a n d  a p p ro v a l by  
V A  prior to  a w a rd in g  th e  co n trac t. A fte r  a  construction  g ra n t  Is a w a rd e d  a n d  during  
construction, w h ich  is s u p e rv is e d  b y  th e  S ta te , re im b u rs e m e n t c la im s  m a y  b e  
subm itted  to  V A  fo r  p a y m e n t b a s e d  on  incurred  costs .

2 0 . M a y  o th e r th a n  v e te ra n s  o c c u p y  fac ilities  c o n s tru c ted  u n d e r  T it le  3 8  U S C  8131- 
8 1 3 7 ?

Y e s . T w e n ty -fiv e  p e rc e n t o f th e  b ed  o c c u p a n ts  a t a n y  o n e  t im e  m a y  be  
v e te ra n -re la te d  fa m ily  m e m b e rs , i.e ., s p o u s e s , surv iv ing  s p o u s e s , a n d /o r  G o ld  S ta r  
p aren ts  w h o  a re  n o t en titled  to  p a y m e n t o f  V A  a id . W h e n  a  S ta te , h o m e  a c cep ts  
g ra n t ass is tan c e  fo r  a  construction  p ro ject, 7 5  p e rc e n t o f  th e  b ed  o c c u p a n ts  a t the  
facility  m ust b e  v e te ra n s .

1 5 1 0  H  S tre e t, N W -
W a s h in g to n , D C  2 0 0 0 5
T e l. ( 2 0 2 )  6 5 3 -5 0 7 5 ;  F A X  (2 0 2 )  3 7 6 -5 0 5 5

http://www.qpo.qov
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2 1 . H o w  a re  co n s tru c tio n  g ra n ts  a w a rd e d ?  . ,
• ( 

V A  e s ta b lis h e s  a  p rio rity  lis t o f  a p p lic a tio n s  as  o f  A u g u s t 1 5  e a c h  y e a r  fo r  
fu n d in g  du rin g  th e  n e x t fisca l y e a r  b eg in n in g  O c to b e r 1 . A fte r  th e  a p p ro p ria tio n  fo r  
th e  construction  g ra n t p ro g ra m  is a p p ro v e d , p ro jec ts  a re  fu n d e d  In th e  o rd e r o f  
priority  o n  th e  list un til F e d e ra l fu n d s  a re  s p e n t.

2 2 . W h a t  is th e  firs t prio rity  o n  th e  A u g u s t 1 5  list?

F irs t priority  Is a c c o rd e d  to  fe a s ib le  a p p lic a tio n s  fo r  w h ic h  S ta te s  h a v e  p ro v id ed  
su ffic ien t S ta te  fu n d s  so th a t th e  p ro je c t m a y  p ro c e e d  upo n  a w a rd  o f  th e  g ra n t  
w ith o u t fu rth e r S ta te  a c tio n  b e in g  re q u ire d  to  m a k e  such  fu n d s  a v a ila b le . T h e  firs t 
priority is  fu rth e r p rio ritized  a s  ( 1 )  re m e d ie s  fo r  life /sa fe ty , (2 )  S ta te s  w ith o u t a  
construction  g ra n t fo r  a  nu rs in g  h o m e ; (3 )  g re a t  n e e d  fo r  b e d s  In a  S ta te ; (4 ) ’ 
ren o va tio n  o th e r  th a n  (1 )  a b o v e ; (5 )  s ig n ifican t n e e d  fo r b e d s  in a  S ta te ; and  (6 )  
lim ited  n e e d  fo r b e d s  In a  S ta te .

2 3 . Is th e re  a  d e a d lin e  fo r  co n s id e ra tio n  fo r th e  A u g u s t 1 5  prio rity  list?

Y e s . T h e  in itial a p p lic a tio n  m u s t b e  re c e iv e d  b y  A p ril 1 5 . A p p lica tio n  m u st b e  
re c e iv e d  by A u g u s t 15 . •

2 4 . W h e t  a re  su ffic ien t fu n d s  fo r  p u rp o ses  o f  be ing  ra n k e d  in prio rity  o n e?  A re  
th e re  o th e r re q u ire m e n ts  fo r  b e in g  ra n k e d  In priority o n e ?

“S u ffic ien t” fu n d s  a re  th e  S ta te ’s 3 5  p e rc e n t m a tch in g  s h a re . T h e s e  fu n d s  
m u st b e  a v a ila b le , a n d  a n  a u th o rize d  S ta te  official m u s t.ce rtify  th a t  th e s e  fu n d s  a re  
a v a ila b le  an d  h o w  long  th e  fu n d s  will re m a in  a v a ila b le . A  co p y  o f  th e  a p p ro v e d  
leg is la tion  a p p ro p ria tin g  th e  funds, fo r  th e  sp ec ific  p ro jec t m u s t a c c o m p a n y  th e  
certification . • • .

2 5 . W h a t a re  th e  o th e r p rio rity  c a te g o rie s ?  ;

S e c o n d  p rio rity  is a c c o rd e d  to  S ta te s  th a t  h a v e  n o t a u th o rize d  th e  S ta te 's  3 5  
p e rc e n t m atch in g  s h a re . T h e  s e c o n d  p rio rity  is fu rth e r p rio ritized  as  (1 )  re m e d ie s  
fo r  life /safety; (2 )  S ta te s  w ith o u t a  construction  g ra n t fo r  a 'n u rs in g  h o m e; (3 )  g re a t  
n e e d  fo r  b e d s  in a  S ta te ; ( 4 )  ren o va tio n  o th e r  th an  (1 )  a b o v e ; (5 )  s ig n ifican t n e e d  
fo r  bed s  in a  S ta te ; a n d  (6 )  lim ited  n e e d  fo r  b e d s  in a  S ta te .

2 6 .  W h e re  c a n  I find  th e  F e d e ra l reg u la tio n s  fo r  th e  priority  s y s te m ?

T itle  3 8 , C o d e  o f F e d e ra l R e g u la tio n s , P a r t  5 9  G ra n ts  to  S ta te s  fo r  
C onstruction  o r A cq u is itio n  o f  S ta te  H o m e s . T h e  la te s t u p d a te d  v e rs io n s  a re  
a v a ila b le  on th e  In te rn e t a t  h ttp w ,w w w .g p o .q o v .v »

http://www.gpo.qov
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2 7 .  Is  th e  S ta te  re q u ire d  to  e m p lo y  a  S ta te  e m p lo y e e  w h e n  thB h o m e  te u n d e r  a  
contractua l a g re e m e n t fo r  d a ily  o p e ra tio n s ?

* * I • a

V e s . W h e n  a  S ta te  h o m e  Is o p e ra te d  a n d  s ta ffe d  u n d e r a  c o n tra c tu a l 
a g re e m e n t b e tw e e n  a  S ta te  a g e n c y  th a t h a s  Jurisdiction o v e r  th e  h o m e  a n d  a n  
in d e p e n d e n t c o n tra c to r; th e  o v e rs ig h t o f  th e  d a ily  o p e ra tio n s  o f  th e  S ta te  V e te ra n s  
H o m e  Is to  b e  p e rfo rm e d  b y  a  fu ll-tim e , o n -s ite  S ta te  p ro ject o ffic e r  (a ls o  re fe rre d  to  
a s  a  fu ll-t im e  o n -s ite  S ta te  re p re s e n ta tiv e ). F u r th e r  in fo rm ation  c o n c e rn in g  th e  role  
o f  th is o ffic ia l is  a v a ila b le  up o n  re q u e s t.

2 8 . W h e re  a r e  S ta te  H o m e  P ro g ra m  fo rm s  lo c a te d  o n  th e  w e b ?  •

E v e n tu a lly , a!! S ta te  H o m e  P ro g ra m  fo rm s  a re  e x p e c te d  to  b e  o n  th e  w e b .
T h e  w e b  a d d re s s  ,s a s  fo llow s: h ttp /A /a w w .v a .g o v /fo rrn s /m ia d ic a l/s e a rc h lis t.a s p  .

•  V A  F o rm  1 0 -0 3 8 8  -  D o c u m e n ts  a n d  In fo rm ation  R e q u ire d  fo r  S ta te  
H o m e  C o n s tru c tio n  a n d  A cq u is itio n  G ra n ts  -  In itial A p p lica tio n

■ . V A  F o rm  1 0 -0 3 9 2  -  S ta te  H o m e  C o n s tru c tio n  G ra n t P ro g ra m  S p a c e
P ro g ra m  A n a ly s is  -  N u rs in g  H o m e  a n d  D om ic ilia ry

■ V A  F o rm  1 0 -0 3 9 2 a  -  S ta te  H o m e  C o n stru c tio n  G ra n t P ro g ra m  S p a c e  
P ro g ra m  A n a ly s is  -  A d u lt D a y  H e a lth  C a re

■ V A  F o rm  1 0 -0 3 B 8 a  -  A d d itio n a l D o c u m e n ts  a n d  In fo rm a tio n  R e q u ire d  
fo r  S ta te  H o m e  C o n stru ctio n  a n d  A cq u is itio n  G ra n ts  -  A p p lic a tio n

•  V A  F o rm  1 0 -0 1 4 8 b  -  C e rtific a tio n  o f  S ta te  M a tc h in g  F u n d s  to  Q u a lify  for 
• G ro u p  1 o n  th e  P rio rity  L ist

■ V A  F o rm  1 0 -0 1 4 8 c  -  C ertifica tio n  R e g a rd in g  D e b a rm e n t, S u s p e n s io n , 
a n d  O th e r  R es p o n s ib ility  M a tte rs  -  P r im a ry  C o v e re d  T ra n s a c tio n s 'i ' •

■ V A  F o rm  1 0 -0 3 8 8  -  D o c u m e n ts  a n d  In fo rm atio n  R e q u ire d  fo r S ta te  
H o m e  C o n s tru c tio n  a n d  A c q u is itio n  G ra n ts  -  In itia l A p p lica tio n

■ V A  F o rm  1 0 -0 1 4 3  -  D e p a r tm e n t o f  V e te ra n s  A ffa irs  C e rtifica tio n  
R e g a rd in g  D ru g -F re e  W o rk p la c e  fo r  G ra n te e s  O th e r  T h a n  Ind iv idua ls

■ V A  F o rm  1 0 - 0 1 4 4 -C e r t i f ic a t io n  R e g a rd in g  Lobbying

•  V A  F o rm  1 0 - 0 1 4 8 d  — C e rtific a tio n  o f C o m p lia n c e  w ith  F e d e ra l 
R e q u ire m e n ts  -  S ta te  H o m e  C o n s tru c tio n  G ra n t

VA Form  1 0 -5 3 4 8 -M e m o ra n d u m  o f A g re e m e n t -  S am p le
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■ V A  F o rm  1 0 -0 1 4 6 d  -  C ertifica tio n  R e g a rd in g  D e b a rm e n t, S u s p e n s io n , 
a n d  O th e r  R e s p o n s ib ility  M a tte rs  -  L o w e r  T ie r  C o v e re d  T ra n s a c tio n s  (to  
b e  s ig n ed  b y  C o n tra c to r(s ))

■ V A  F o rm  1 0 -0 3 8 8 b  -  D o c u m e n ts /C e rtific a tio n s  R e q u ire d  fo r  S ta te  H o m e  
C o n stru c tio n  an d  A cqu is ition  G ra n ts  -  P o s t-G ra n t R e q u ire m e n ts

■ V A  F o rm  1 0 -1 0 E Z - A p p l ic a t io n  fo r B e n e fits

«j V A  F o rm  1 0 -1 0 S H  -  S ta te  H o m e  P ro g ra m  A p p lic a tio n  fo r  C a re , M e d ic a l
• Certification

■ V A  F o rm  1 0 -5 5 8 8  -  S ta te  H o m e  R e p o rt a n d  S ta te m e n t o f  F e d e ra l A id  
• ' C la im e d

■ V A  F o rm  1 0 -3 5 6 7  -  S ta te  H o m e  P ro g ra m  S - :fflng  P ro file

■ V A  F o rm  1 0 -0 1 4 3 A  -  S ta te m e n t b f  A s s u ra n c e  o f  C o m p lia n c e  w ith  

S e c tio n  5 0 4  o f  th e  R eh ab ilita tio n  A c t o f  1 9 7 3

■ V A  F o rm  1 0 -1 4 4 A  -  S ta te m e n t o f A s s u ra n c e  o f  C o m p lia n c e  w ith  E q u a l

• Opportun ity Laws

■ V A  F o rm  1 0 -0 1 4 3  -  C ertifica tion  R e g a rd in g  D ru g -F re e  W o rk p la c e

■ V A  F o rm  1 0 -0 1 4 4  -  C ertifica tio n  R e g a rd in g  L o b b y in g  ’



Alternatives
No. Action + --

1 Do Nothing

2 Stand Alone

3 Convert existing Pioneers’ 
Home to Veterans’ Home

4 Separate Pioneers’/Veterans’
Home

5 Combined Pioneers’/Veterans’
Home

6 Other



D E P A R T M E N T  O F  A D M IN I S T R A T IO N  
D IV IS IO N  O F  A L A S K A  L O N G E V IT Y  P R O G R A M S

S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A

P ioneers' H o m es  & A d v iso ry  B oard  
L ongevity B o n u s

PO Box 110211 
Juneau, AK 99811-0211
Phone (907)465-4400 
FAX (907)465-4108

(907)465-8886

May 10,2002

The Honorable Tony Knowles, Governor 
State of Alaska 
P.O. Box 110001 
Juneau, Alaska 99811

Dear G overnor Knowles,

This m orning the Senate Finance Committee heard SB S5 which you 
introduced last year. Senator Wiikcn stated that he will propose a CS this 
afternoon to the Finance Committee which will remove all three points 
contained in the bill for veterans. The C'S removes: 1) the addition of 
Veterans’ to the Pioneers’ Home name, 2) the admission preference for 
veterans, and 3) the representation of veterans on the Pioneers* Home 
Advisory Board. This will leave only the $250.0 for the veterans1 study.

This CS is unacceptable to the Pioneers1 Home Advisory Board. The Board 
supports the Pioneers’ and Veterans1 Home bill as originally introduced. As 
a Board we are advocating for those Pioneers’ Home residents who are 
veterans and deserve the recognition that SB 55 provides them. The Board 
believes tha t SB 55 strengthens the Pioneers1 Homes by recognizing the 95 
veterans who presently reside in the Pioneers’ Homes and those additional 
veterans and non-veterans who would be admitted by the passage of this bill. 
A stronger Pioneers1 Home system benefits all residents.

If  Senator W ilkeifs proposed CS is passed, the Board will recommend that 
you veto the bill.

Sincerely, ,
^ i C a  *  i »

Ella H. Craig, C hair
Alaska Pioneers’ Home Advisory Board

E lla  H . C ra ig  J ohn  D a p c c v ic h  John A . G ib b o n s  E dw a rd  \V, Zastrow

M a r jo u c  J. H ayes E s te lla  O dsa the r F ra n k lin  G . R o th  V n l l ie  M . Byrclsong
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May 10,2002

Senator Pete Kelly 
Senate Finance Co-Chair

Sir;

It is our understanding that SB55 will be voted on this date, with changes 
made to the original Bill.

If these changes are implemented by the Senate Finance Committee, it will 
basically gut the Bill which is unsatisfactory with the American Legion.

It will probably be our recommendation to the Governor that SB55 be 
vetoed if it arrives on his desk with the changes that were offered this 
morning to be included in the Bill.

With these changes, there is nothing left for the VETERAN.

Respectfully submitted,

Past Department Commander 
American Legion 
Department of Alaska 
907 745-3311
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A p r il 30, 2002 
V ia F a x  #465-4714

Senator Gary W ilk en  
State C ap ito l 
Juneau, A laska 99801

Figm

= 7 ~ P Tuepr. f  I f  9  M  t Pho^e#
Fax# Fax*

Dear Gary:

I  w ish  to offer the fo llo w in g  comments and concerns regarding C S  for SB55.

The adm in istration w o u ld  lead us to  be lie ve  that the M em o randum  for the Record , develope i  
early in  A p r il between M arsha G oodw in  o f  the V A  and James K o hn  and John Taber representing 
the State, solves a ll d ie  problem s p rev ious ly  associated w ith  the leg is la t ion  in  question. O ne  
must read carefu lly the prev ious correspondence rece ived  from  V A  Secretary A nthony P r in c ip i. 
I n  particu lar, the ex isting ru les and regu lations required by the V A  in  order for the State to 
rece ive monetary assistance for Veterans. Granted, a few  o f  the ex isting regu lations m ay be 
w a ived  on an experimental basis, how ever it is in co n ce ivab le  that the primary requirements n ow  
in  force w o u ld  be changed one iota. F o r instance, (1) the prem ises in  question , or a portion 
the reo f must have V A  ce rtif ica tion  in order to assure adequate care for dom ic iled  vets. There 
are serious doubts that any o f  the homes in  the ir present co nd it io n  cou ld  pass muster. Therefore, 
what is required and who pays for the necessary alterations? (2) Ex is t in g  regu lations state that 
V eteran ’s may not be co-m ingied w ith the other residents. I  w onder how  that wou ld  be rece ived 
by  the approx im ate ly 90 vets n ow  in res idence and the other H om e  occupants. (3) N o  veteran in  
the hom e may rece ive a d irect paym ent from the V A  I t ’s against the law  as written, even though 
the adm in istration o r ig in a lly  stated that w ou ld  be the case. Rather than list a ll o f  the regu lations 
that are questionable regard ing the poss ib ility  to rece ive w a iv e r  or m od ifica tion , 1 am fax ing 
those to you in  hopes that you w il l read them  carefu lly  and draw  your ow n  conclusions.

As you know , the demand for entrance into the H om e  system is now  almost entire ly in  the 
advanced leve ls o f  care. T he  lack o f  fund ing  to prov ide the sk illed  leve ls o f  care results in  a 
vacancy rate o f  almost 100 beds. Unless adequate fund ing  is fo rthcom ing  on a continu ing  basis, 
those 100 beds w il l  rem a in  vacant. Therefore, i f  veterans are granted preference as proposed, 
those few  vacanc ies that do occur w ith in  the advanced le v e l o f  care w ou ld  be f ille d  almost 
entire ly by veterans un til the proposed lim it  was reached. Th is m igh t w e ll in v o lv e  an extended 
length o f  tim e before a non-veteran cou ld  be adm itted. In  short, w ithou t fund ing  to open up the 
vacanc ies many seniors that have been on the lis t for long  periods o f  t im e w i l l  be bypassed by a 
perhaps a short listed veteran, in  that event, I  suggest every other vacancy be f ille d  by a vet, 
fo llow ed  by a non-vet based on t iiu e  o f  app lication .
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I  suggest a p ilo t program  us ing  those vets n ow  in  residence. H ave the V A  conduct an on she 
survey in  order to ascertain i f  the H om es meet V A  standards and i f  not, in fo rm  the State as to the 
requirements and id en t ity  associated costs. O n ce  the P ioneer H om es are declared q u a lif ie d  fo r 
V A  assistance, then cons ider chang ing the nam e to P ioneer and Veteran’s Hom es. L e t ’s not net 
the cart before the horse!

Please ca ll m e i f  y o u  have questions or w ish  to com m en t on the inform ation faxed to you . I  am  
also sending a copy  o f  th is  letter and attachments to Representative C o g h il l ’s o ff ice .

W ith  best regards,

B ob H u fm an
Chr., P o f  A  L eg is la t ive  C om m ittee
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WA&HMOYON
Aprti 2,2002

Jim Dunoan CommissionerDepartment of Admhilstnalton 333 Willoughby Avar., 1Qm FI.
State Office BuDdtng Juneau, AK

♦Dear Mr. Duncan
This fa In response to your letter regarding establishment of a partnership between the Department of Veterans Affatra (VA) and Alaska’* Pioneer Home*. I . appreciate your deelre to meet the needs of veterans within the framework of the Pioneer Homoa.
I fully support efforts that would enable VA and the State of Alaska to work cooperatively to address the elder care needs of Alaska's veterans. I understand the firart step Is to establish the Pioneer and Veterans Homes,'and there in legislation pending to accomplish this. On60 this legislation re enacted. I wBlbe pleased to explore options for the provision of long term care for Alaska's veterans, to Include the flexfoWtles oTour State  Veterans Homes and Contract Community Nursing Homes programs. I have enclosed some information on our State Veterans and Contract Community Nurslr j  Home programs that I hope you will find helpful. What is paramount Is assuring that the needs of Alaska's veterans and VA'b standards for nursing home earn are met1 %
Marsha Goodwin. Acting Chief Consultant Geriatrics and Extended Caro Programs. Is available to most with representatives of the Pioneer Homes arid Alaska Stats officiate to further discuss those options. If you should have any questione. she may be reached at 20Z-273-B540. A similar letter has.been sen t»  Major General Phillip Oates, Adjutant General/Commissioner and appropriate members of Congress. I took forward to a continued working relationship wrth you to better mest the needs of Alaska’s veterans..

Enclosures

04 /11 /02 10:57 TX/RX NO.4686 p. 002
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M E M O R A N D U M  F O R  T H E  R E C O R D

T h is  m em o ra n d u m  fo r  the re co rd  has b e e n  d e v e lo p e d  in  te le co n fe re n c e  d is c u s s io n s  
am ong  M a rs h a  G o o d w in , A c t in g  C h ie f  C o n s u lta n t , G e r ia tr ic s  a n d  E x te n d e d  C a re  
P rogram s at the U .S . D e p a r tm e n t o f  V e te ra n s ’ A ffa irs ; James K o h n , T h ree  tor. D iv is io n  o f  
A la s k a  L o n g e v it y  P rogram s; a nd  J o h n  T a b e r , A sso c ia te  D ir e c to r , W a s h in g to n , D .C .
O ffice  o f  th e  G o v e r n o r  o f  A la sk a , d u r in g  the  p e r io d  o f  A p r i l 1-5, 2002.

T h e  parties to th is  m em o ra n d u m  ag ree  as fo llo w s :

T h e  fed e ra l V eterans' A ffa ir s  S ta te H o m e  P e r D ie m  G ra n t p ro g ram  p ro v id e s  f in a n c ia l 
ass istance to ve te rans in  state veterans hom es  w it h in  a f ram ew o rk  o f  fe d e ra l V A  
standards and  re g u la t io n s  tha t do  n o t  p re s e n t ly  a l lo w  fo r  V A  f in a n c ia l s up po rt o f  ALaskan 
veterans in  the p ro p o s e d  A la s k a  P io n e e rs ’ & V e te ra n s ’ H o m e s . ' I t  is  a g ree d  tha t th e  V A  
and  th e  state o f  A la s k a  w i l l  w o rk  c o o p e r a t iv e ly  to  seek s o lu t io n s  to th e  issues that e x is t , 
in c lu d in g , i f  n e e d e d , fed e ra l le g is la t io n  w h ic h  w o u ld  a l lo w  fo r  V A  suppo rt o f  ve te rans i n  
the A la s k a  P io nee rs ' &. V e te ra n s ’ H o m e  w h i le  p r e s e r v in g  the o w n e rs h ip  and  
a u tho r ity  o f  th e  state to  operate and  m an ag e  th is  u n iq u e  lo n g  te rm  ca re  p ro g ram . W e  
agree that w e  w i l l  seek  c o m m o n  g ro u n d  fo r  d e v e lo p in g  a p o te n t ia l d em on s tra t io n  tha t 
p reserves bo th  the cha ra c te r o f  A la s k a ’s P ioneers ' h om es  and th e  re q u ire d  standards o f  
care fo r e l ig ib le  V e te ra n s .

A s w e  w o rk  tow ard  those s o lu t io n s , w e  a ccep t as g o v e rn in g  p r in c ip le s  the f o l lo w in g :

A la sk a ’s P ioneers ' H o m e s  are d e s ig n e d  a nd  m an ag ed  as long- te rm  assisred l iv in g  
f a c il it ie s . T h e re  is  n o  p resen t in t e n t io n  to e x p a n d  th e ir  ro le  to in c lu d e  s k il le d  n u rs in g  
fu n c t io n s . T h e  state~of A la s k a T e lie s  o n  ag reem en ts  w it h  p r iv a te  n u rs in g  h om e *  and  
p u b l ic  and  p r iv a te  h o s p ita ls  to p r o v id e  s k i l le d  n u rs in g  a nd  h o s p ita l care as it  is  n e e d e d  b y  
P ioneers' H o m e  re s id en ts .

S im ila r ly , there is  n o  p resen t in t e n t io n  to e x p a n d  th e  r o le  o f  the  P io n e e rs ’ h om es  to 
in c lu d e  A d u lt  D a y  C a re , b ecause  f a c i l i t ie s  that p r o v id e  A d u lt  D a y  C a re  a lready  e x is t in  
m os t c o m m u n it ie s  w h e re  the P io r  eers ’ H o m e s  are lo ca te d  a nd  i t  w o u ld  ch .ph'ca ie c a p a c ity  
to add  that f u n c t io n  to the P io n e e rs ’ H om e s .

T h e  state o f  A la s k a  seeks to u lt im a te ly  in c lu d e  a l l s ix  o f  the e x is t in g  P io ne e rs ’ H o m e s  in  
th e  P io nee rs ’ H om e/V e te ra n s ’ H o m e  p ro g ram  and  seeks to  in teg ra te  P ioneers  a n d  
V c ie ra n s  to the m a x im u m  ex ten t p ra c t ic a b le  w it h in  tho.-e fa c il it ie s .

T h e  state r f  A la sk a  seeks to p reserve  the essence o f  the P io ne e rs ’ H o m e  co n ce p t by  
c o n t in u in g  to use the a dm is s io n  and e l ig ib i l i t y  standards and  cos t s h a r in g  p rocedures and

UCS K L MUHIAN
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p o l ic ie s  tha t h a v e  served  the P ioneers ' H o m e s  w e l l  fo r  89 years. W e  ag ree  to  w o rk  to f in d  
s o lu t io n s  to  is su es  that su ch  e x is t in g  p o l ic ie s  m a y  create fo r ve te ran s  w h o  q u a lif y  fo r  
ass is tan ce  b u t  d o  n o t f i t  w it h in  state a d m is s io n  a n d  e l ig ib i l i t y  standards.

A s  w e  c o n t in u e  the d is cu ss io n s  that w e  in t e n d  w i l l  le a d  to the ne cessa ry  a g reem en ts  
a n d /o r  le g is la t io n  to  p e rm it  the V e te ra n s  A f fa ir s  S tate H o m e  P e r D ie m  G ra n t P ro g ram  to 
ope ra te  in  A la s k a ’ s P io n e e rs ’ H om es/ V e te ra n s ’ H o m e s , w e ag ree  to  p e r io d ic a l ly  p r o v id e  
in f o rm a t io n  upda tes  to V e te ra n s  a nd  V e te ra n s ’ A f f a ir s  o f f ic ia ls  i n  A la s k a  c o n c e r n in g  
those d is c u s s io n s .

S IG N E D :  •

M a rs h a  G o o d w in , V e te ra n s ’ A ffa ir s

James K o h n , A la s k a  L o n g e v it y  P rog ram s

John T a b e r , O f f ic e  o f  th e  G o v e rn o r  o f  A la s k a
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Department of Veterans Affairs (VA)
Fact Street • .

VA Btate Home F nogram: The VA State Home Par Diem Grant Program 
provide* Federal payments to States tor eligible veteran* In Stats Veterans Homes (SVHs) recognized by VA. fn order to reeelve the grant tends tor either 
construction or per dtem payments far nursing home, domldlfary, or adult day . health cars, the State must apply tor the grant and meet VA standards. It Is the rssponetoillty of the State to conduct feasibility studies associated with ostabUehing a State Veterans Home. State Veterans Horn** are tr,vr*ed and 
operated by States. VA may recognize an entire facility or a specHta area, such as a wing or floor within a larger facility, Hke a Pioneers Home. Veterans may if  not bo intermingled with other residents of the home. VA recognition ensures ‘ that veterans receive consistent levels of cars In accordance with VA standards. State nursing hcrrio regulations were pub fished in toe Federal Register on January 0, 2000. Section 51.20 provides direc£cns for .3pp(yfng for * recognition.

The SVH orogram provides grants to States tor up to OS percent of the 
c o s ta  of the construction o r  renov^on of facilities for nuralng home, domiciliary or adult day health care for eligible veterans. The State must provide 35 percent matching funds as a rendition of construction grant sward. The State rrwy also request that VA recognize an existing facfitiy or a  portion of a  fadfity 
as a f ’ste Home, as an alternative to construction, with the condition that the ̂  fscflrty , r»eet VA standards. Those standards am further described In the 
endosod Question and Answer document EJIgfole veterans must be located In a recognized SVH In order for the State to receive per dtem payments. By law, these grants cannot be made available to Individual veterans.

Should the State of Alaska choose to pursue any of these options .for State Home development, VA staff Is avatieble to after technical assistance.Once construction la completed, a local VA Medical Center of Jurisdiction Is designated to work with o  State Home to ensure that veterans receive tho highest quality care, The requirement to satisfactorily meet SVH nursing home standards In order to achieve recognition is essentially the same whether tho 
. SVH is newly- constructed or designated as part of an Bode ting foctHty **However, In the latter case, a specific Standard (I.e., Intermingling veterans with non-veterans) applies to SVH program integrity. A buHdlng housing a facfflty recognized as a State homo tor providing nursing home pare may only provide 
nursing home care In tha areas of the bunding recognized as a State home far •)£" providing nursing home car© (38 CFR Part* 17 etal., 51.210 JuJ), toother words, when SVH nursing home care lo provided In only a portion of an existing facility, other types of care or programs cannot be conducted In areas apedfieofly daolgrtotod for tho SVH. A roaognfzed SVH would ultimately  ̂provide a safe environment for veterans residing In toe clots of Alaska. An Alaska SVH would ensure veterans receive the neceoeery medico) cere.
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me<llcations ehdl medical assistive device* to veteran patients as'prescribed fry ^
VA requinsmenta-

Both local and VA Central Olftoe staff hava met with State officials sw r tho past year about opportunities for Federal support Tho State le encouraged • to eontinuo to moot with VA to sock aKamatJvoc, oven though tho option of ^  •• dedicating a portion of the Pioneer Homos for veterans may not yet be r £available. VA looks forward to a continued doe© wortdng relationship wtth the 
State of Alaska to help It meet all Federal grant rsquiremenfa.
VA Contract Community Nursing Home Program: The Contract Community Nursing Home Program (CNH). established in 1965 is one of three VAr sponsored nursing home program. This program places patients' requiring nursing home care in community nursing homes at VA expense. AH VA medical feollftlea have CNH oapabQKiee.

VA contracts with CNH facilities which meet Medicare/Medicaid standards and the most recent edition of the Life Safety Code. The contract allow# VA to place a veteran in a CNH when the CNH agrees to accept the patient at the negotiated per dlorn rata. In FY 2001. the CNH program served an average cf4,000 veterans per day.
Patient* who require care in a CNH due to actMtiee of da By living impairment*; medical diagnoses and/ortho Inability of the Informal and formal cam system to provide care at home or In the community comprise the target population for CNH. The population Includes patients In need of rehabilitation, special clinical cere, end those with behavioral management problems where- nursing home care is needed and appropriate nmnfal health interventions can fry provided in the CNH.
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d e p a r t m e n t  o f  V e t e r a n *  A f f a i r *  ( V A )  
V e t e r a n *  H e a l t h  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  ( V H A )  S te a  Ham* Praflivn

p r a m .

Q u e s t i o n *  a n d  A n s w e r *

• • r
t . What la a State homo? .» •

TTxi term ‘State home* rnoens a home estabSshed by* State fbr veterans disabled by age, disease!, or otherwise, who by raeaon of such disability are Incapable of earning a IMnfl. A Stats home may provide nursing home care, ■ 
domleUiiuy care or h< .pltal care In combination with another level of cars. Hospital cere may be provided only when the Stats home also provides domiciliary and/or - nursing home cars.
2. Can a State home ftimteh mors than one level of care?

I

Yes. A State home may furnish domiciliary, nursing home and hospital fevelu of care, as wbU as adult pay health care. A homo that furnishes more than ono level of car* murt provide such cam in dearfy designated area* within the home, so that the levels of oara arfe not Intermingled.
3. Who establishes a State home?

Tho establishment, location, control and administration o? a State home Is the responsibility of tho State, whfcjh It aery©*.
» #

4. How is a State home established?
1 » • ,

Generally, veterans' service organizations and Interested State officials encourage the Stats legislature to enact legislation for estabilshmontof a State veterans Horn© and to appropriate funds for Its construction and operation. States, 
must assure that state operational funds are available to support quality of care In each level o f care provided. ........  •'
5. What assistance from VA Is available in the establishment, of a State home?

a. VA provldo guidance and consult with representatives of the State ® ensure that the facility will meet regulations for VA recognition and Federal aid payments under provPBfon of Tttie 36 USC 1741.
b. VA cannot participate In the cost of land.
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6 . Cun b building fn an existing State facflfty be approved as a State home? •
I A building or buWInge ln an existingfadfty may quality, provided that they are
established and operated as a separata entity (State home). It la permissible to .purchase services. Lb., dietetic, engineering, laundry; end professional care from an . existing facility. Purchased or contract services must meet the standards for each evai of care.

* % t■ •

Can a facility providing only hospital care recognized by VA as a State home?
No. A State home must provide domiciliary and/or nursing home care for /otemns.

a. What are the veteran admission requirements to a State home?
a. Admission requirements are determined by the State.

b. .Veteran and non-veteran oflglblDty requirements are provided In laws and | regulations. ;
c. Aa a condition of receiving par diem payments, the state must submit two I forms to the VA medical center of jurisdiction for each vote non as follows: a) VA 

Fomi 10-10EZ, 'Applies Bon for Health Benefas," and b) VA Form 10-1D8H, 'State V| Home Program Application for Care, Medical Certification.' *
d. Veteran eligibility for per diem payments Is deteimi red end authorised by the VA medical center of Jurisdiction. A VA physician reviews and authorizes the level of care. By using Social security numbers, VA wfl track per diem payments foe'*(each eligible veteran.

fi. How docs VA assure Congress that State Veterans homes provide quality care?
The Under Secretary for Health assigns a VA medJceTcontBrof Jurisdiction for each State Veteran* Home (SVH). Once assigned, the medical center director 

appoints an IntendJsdplWery team from among the staff. This team is charged with • the ongoing monitoring of quality. The latter includes conducting on In it ia l 
recognition survey, performing annual Inspections, and communicating wfth the *SVH about all quality concerns that arise between scheduled nsvtewD. For eaoh 
facility recognized as a SVH. the Director of the VA medical center of Jurisdiction annually certifies whether the fa ditty management met or did not meet the

• * ----------------r»—   .-<_ M A A lm ln U v im
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10. Does a State hospital or State nursing home require a State Itoenso?
* IYeo, tho hoopttal facfltty shall be lleenoed as a long-term or acute car® hORpJtaJ . by the State, and shall cpnnpty with Federal, State end local Iowa, rule* and . regulations for hospital care,

t i
The nursing homo faciflty shall be licensed ee a skilled nursing home by tho 

State and eha/l comply with Federal, State and tocaf.lswe, rules and regulations for skilled nursing homo care.
♦ J4

11. What Federal hinds are available to a State for tho operation of a  State homo?
a. Domiciliary Cara — up to one-haif of the cost of care, not to exceed $24.40 par day (FY 2002 netio);

. • ' *
b. ' Nursing Home Care— up to one-half of the cost of cans, not to exceed • $53,17 per day (FY 2002 rate).

* » »
c. Hospital Care — up to one-half of the cost of care, not to exceed $53.17 per day.(FY 2002 rets),

Id„ Adult Day Health Care — up to one-half cf the cost of care, not to exceed - $34.64 per day (FY 2002 rate).
\

«. A t  the time of the construction grant award, a State is required to sign a 1 *memorandum of ec >errtent with tho U.S. Department .of Veterans Affairs that requires the State to provide financial support for tho entire coot of maintenance I -and operation, of o State Veterans Home. * 1
12. Can the State assessor charge veterans for the cost of their care? •

Yes. The State-operated facility may estabBsh a maintenance charge system and collect from the pension, compensation, or other Income of vetorsne.. This 
does not remove the State’s responsibility for appropriating operating funds that will keop the home In compliance with VA standards.

> - 0 2
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17. How can a Stats obtain VA regulation?, Instructions and application forma for 
construction projects?

Writs to: Acting Chief Consultant, Geriatric* and Extended ' Cere Strategic Healthcare Group (114)
Veterans Health Administration ’■ Department of Veterans Affaire 
810 Vermont Avenue, NWWashington, DC 20420

%

Other sources for obtaRiing currant updates of the Code of Federal Regulations (CFR):
(1) On the Internet at ̂ ^ftyggraptj.gpy; o r.(2) Directly from the United States Government Bookstore:

1510 H Street, NW- 
Waahlngton, DC 20005 TaL (202) 653-5076; FAX (202) 376-5055

18. is there a llmtt on the number of beds that can be constructed with VA participation?
Yes. The total nursing home and domiciliary cars beds may not exceed the limits ostabllehed In 38CFR Part 59.

1 9 . W h o  Is re s p o n s ib le  fo r c o n s tru c tio n  p ro je c ts?

The State is prtmarfly responsible.
The State employs an architect and submits plans for review and approval by VA prior to awarding the contract. After a construction grant is awarded and during construction, whloh Is supervised by the State, reimbursement claims may besubmitted to VA for payment based on incurred coots.* ■

20. May other than veterans occupy facilities constructed under This 38 USC 8131-'. B137?
3r* Yes. Twarrty-flve percent at the.bed occupants at any one time may be -)("' Wsrervrelatod family members. I.e., spouses, survMng spouses, and/or Gold Star ^ 

parents who ore net entitled to payment of VA old. When a State home accepts xTgrant assistance for a construction project 76 percent of the bed occupants ort the ' r  
fa cflity must be veteran*    - —

-  ec5
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13. la there u limit ort the amount e jec ted  from veterans?
No. However, this does not remove the State’s reaponefelfty for appropriating 

operational funds that will support the post of maintenance of the buBdlrtg and operation of the Home,
14. If a  veteran In a State home require® hospitalization In a  VA facility, can VA continue per dietn payments?

No. VA per diem payments are not paid tf a  veteran In a State home la transferred to a VA medical center for hospital oare or to a non-VA hospital at vA expense. However, VA per diem payment* ana continued up to 90 hours fo r  a veteran transferred from a State home to a hospital a t non-VA expense.
• •15. Can VA participate with States In the construction or acquisition cf State home fadiltiee?

. a. Yes. Under TWe 3S USC 8131-8137, VA la authorized «o participate In up to 65 percent of the coat of acquisition and/or construction of new domiciliary or nursing home buildings, end/or the expansion, remodeling, or alteration of existing' domiciliary, nunsing or adult day health care buHdlngs, provided VA standards and regulations are mat Acquisition and/or renovation costs of an existing budding may not exceed the cost of construction of an equivalent new facility.
4

b. Such costs may Include architect feee, supervision. Inspection, cost of final audit, and Initial equipment, which is notin dud. ’ In the construction contract and may net exceed 10 percent of the cost of construction.
.c. VA may not participate In project* for maintenance and repair except, ee they are Involved Inextricably In remodeling projects.

16. Cen VA reimburse a State for tho Federal shore of completed construction projects? What era the conditions?
Yes, provided VA receives an Initial application and approves ail bid documents (drawings and specifications) before construction begins or early In the construction phase.
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J lN E A l

J anua ry  22, 2001

T h e  H o n o r a b le  R ic k  H a lf o r d  
P re s id e n t o f  th e  S ena te  
A la s k a  S ta te  L e g is la t u r e  
S tate C a p it o l 
J u n e a u , A K  99801-1182

D e a r  P re s id e n t H a lfo rd :

A la s k a  has  m o re  v e te ra n s  p e r  c a p ita  th a n  a n y  o th e r  state e x c e p t o n e . Y e t , th is  is th e  o n ly  
state in  th e  n a t io n  w it h o u t  a veterans' h o m e  in  s e r v ic e  o r d e v e lo p m e n t . A t  the  sam e  t im e , 
n o  o th e r  s tate ope ra tes  a ca re  p ro g ram  fo r s e n io rs  c o m p a ra b le  to  th e  P io n e e rs ' H o m e  
sy s tem . W e  h a v e  a u n iq u e  o p p o r tu n it y  to e n h a n c e  o u r  P ioneers ' H o m e  sy s tem  and  se rve  
o u r  v e te ra n s  at th e  s am e  t im e . T h e  b i l l  I t ra n sm it  to d a y  e s ta b lis h e s  the  A la s k a  P ioneers ' 
a nd  V e te ra n s ' H o m e  sys tem  as an e f f ic ie n t  m e a n s  to f u l ly  use o u r  e x is t in g  re so u rces  a nd  
s e rve  o u r  o ld e r  v e te ra n s .

T h is  b i l l  w o u ld  a l lo w  use o f  s om e  100 P io nee rs ' H o m e  beds s ta tew id e  tha t are em p ty  
to d a y  b e c a u s e  co s t o f  ca re  has in c re a s e d  faster th a n  the  o p e ra t in g  b u d g e t . A  c e r ta in  
n u m b e r  o f  b ed s  in  the P io n e e rs  H o m e s  w o u ld  b e  re se rved  fo r v e te ra n s  w h o  m ee t 
e l ig ib i l i t y  re q u ir em e n ts  fo r a d m is s io n , in c lu d in g  b e in g  at least 65 years  o ld . b e in g  an 
A la s k a  re s id e n t fo r at least o n e  y ea r , a nd  n e e d in g  th e  s e rv ic e s  the  h o m e s  p r o v id e . T h e  
n u m b e r  o f  b ed s  to b e  re se rved  fo r v e te ra n s  w o u ld  b e  d e te rm in e d  b y  the  d e p a r tm e n t b y  
r e g u la t io n .

C e r t a in ly  th e  h o m e s  a lre a d y  se rve  a n u m b e r  o f  v e te ra n s . S om e  78 c u rre n t  re s id en ts  are 
v e te ra n s . A n o t h e r  44 ve te ra n s  are o n  the a c t iv e  w a it in g  lis t .

B e ca u s e  o f  o p e ra t in g  b u d g e t in a d e q u a c ie s , 1 h a v e  reques ted , in  a d d it io n  to th is  
le g is la t io n , n e a r ly  $2.5 m i l l io n  in  G e n e r a l F u n d s  a nd  a n o th e r  $2.6 m i l l i o n  in  re ce ip ts  lo r  
s ta f f  a n d  a n c i l la r y  s e n d e e s  at the  P io n e e rs  H o m e s  as part o f  m v  F is c a l Y e a r  2002 
o p e ra t in g  b u d g e t . F u l ly  s ta ffed , a P ioneers ' a nd  V eterans ' I T j r. ie  sy s tem  ca n  b e g in  f i l l in g
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v a c a n t b ed s  a n d  s e r v in g  the n e ed s  o f  a l l A la s k a  s e n io rs . A t  the  s am e  t im e , it p r o v id e s  an 
o p p o r tu n it y  to r e c o g n iz e  th e  s e r v ic e  o f  A la s k a ’s v e te ra n s , p a r t ic u la r ly  tho se  in  n e e d  o f  
lo n g  te rm  ca re . T o  h e lp  g u id e  us in  fu tu re  p la n n in g  fo r s e r v ic e s  to m ee t the  n e ed s  o f  
v e te ra n s , I  h a v e  a ls o  reques ted  a $200,000 c a p ita l a p p r o p r ia t io n  to c o n d u c t  a v e te ra n s  
h o u s in g  a n d  h e a lth  need s  s u rv e y .

T h e  h i l l  a ls o  m o d if ie s  th e  m e m b e rs h ip  o f  th e  P ioneers ' H o m e s  A d v is o r y  B o a rd  to in c lu d e  
at least tw o  v e te ra n s  o n  th e  s e v en- m em be r p a n e l, w it h  o n e  seat re se rved  fo r th e  c h a ir  o f  
th e  A la s k a  V e te ra n s  A d v is o r y  C o u n c i l .  I am  in t r o d u c in g  separa te  le g is la t io n  to d a y  to 
e s ta b lis h  tha t c o u n c i l  in  statute.

F in a l ly ,  th e  b i l l  a ls o  p la c e s  in  sta tu te the  cu rre n t p r a c t ic e  o f  r e q u ir in g  a one-year 
r e s id e n c y  fo r  a d m is s io n  to th e  h o m e s . T h is  is in  re sponse  to  a co u r t d e c is io n  yea rs  ago  
tha t fo u n d  th e  15-year r e s id e n c y  r e q u ir em e n t  u n c o n s t it u t io n a l. •

F o r  yea rs , b u i ld in g  a veterans' h o m e  in  A la s k a  has b e en  an  im p o r ta n t  g o a l o f  the  state's 
v e te ra n  o r g a n iz a t io n s . W e  ca n  f in a l ly  p r o v id e  th is  s e r v ic e  fo r o u r  v e te ra n s  a n d , at the  
sam e  t im e , im p r o v e  s e rv ic e s  fo r a l l A la s k a  s e n io r  c it iz e n s . I e n c o u ra g e  y o u r  p ro m p t a nd  
fa v o ra b le  a c t io n  o n  th is  m easu re .

S in c e r e ly ,
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DATE: 4/19/02 FURTHER: Finance

DATE TURNED 
IN TO OFFICE: 02-̂

Health, Education and Social Services Committee considered SENATE BILL NO. 55
SB 55 PIONEERS'AND VETERANS’HOME/ADVISORY BOARD

"An Act changing the name of the Alaska Pioneers' Home to the Alaska Pioneers’ and Veterans’ Home and of the 
Alaska Pioneers' Homes Advisory Board to the Alaska Pioneers’ and Veterans’ Home Advisory Board; relating to 
services for veterans in the home; relating to the advisory board for the home; making other amendments to the statutes 
relating to the home; making conforming amendments to other statutes; and providing for an effective date."
and recommends:

[ ] be replaced with  CS
[ ] adopt previous ____  CS
[ ] attached amendment(s)

[ ] adopt Letter of Intent b y __

Senate Bill:
[ ] same title 
[ j new title 
House Bill:
[ ] same title 
[ ] technical title 
[ j new: SCR #_

Committee

[ ] further referral to 

NEW FISCAL NOTE(S):
Committee

PREVIOUS FISCAL NOTE(S):
Department Date Fiscal Zero FN# Department Date Fiscal Zero FN# |

ht/o-}. 4 3
J

l/n)o> 4 X

1

[ ] APPROPRIATION - no fiscal note
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(in accordance with Uniforrd Rule 23)

State Affairs Committee considered

FURTHER: HESS 
Finance

DATE TURNED 
IN TO OFFICE:. I / ' * /

SENATE BILL NO. 55

PIONEERS’ AND VETERANS’ HOMES/ADVISORY BOARD

Senate Bill:
[ ] same title

5S  S 5  ( s T A  ) newtitle
House Bill:

_______________________(_________) [ ] same title
[ j technical title 
[ ] new: SCR #_

__________________  Committee

[ ] further referral to __________________________ Committee

NEW FISCAL NOTE(S): PREVIOUS FISCAL NOTE(S):
Department Date Fiscal Zero FN#.

and recomhnends:

/] be replaced with  CS
] adopt previous ____  CS
] attached amendment(s)

] adopt Letter of Intent b y __

[ ] APPROPRIATION - no fiscal note
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S I G N - I N

A M E : — -------------- ---------- S ub je c t/B ill N o : ------

Co./Dept./T itle : Phone: ^ " f  ( 6 /_

Address: j [}(*)■ / iW t&Y ̂ ^  'T  --------------  Z ip :-----------------
/

D o  you w ish  to testify? Y  Y es  N o  ^ / R espond  T o  Q ues tio ns

N A M E : ---------------------------------------------- Sub je c t/B ill N o:

C o ./D ep t./ T it le :----------------------------------------  P h o n e :-------

Address:----------------------------------------------  Z ip :---------

D o  you w ish  to testify?  Y es  N o   R espond  T o  Q ues tio ns

N A M E : ----------------------------------------------  S ub je c t/B ill No:

C o ./D ep t./T it le :----------------------------------------  P h o n e :-------

Address:----------------------------------------------  Z ip : .

D o  you  w is h  to testify?  . Y e s  N o   R espond  T o  Q uestio ns
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C o ./D ep t./T it le :----------------------------------------  P ho n e :-------

Address:---------------------------------------------- Z ip :-----------

Do you wish to testify?  .Yes  No  Respond To Questions
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