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w a s  referred to the 

Senate Finance 

C o m m i t t e e

N o  hearing w a s  held

on this bill



I N F O R M A T I O N A L  F I S C A L  N O T E
For Pioneers' and Veterans' Home Appropriation Bills

Revision Date/Time (Note if correction)__________________ Dept. Affected;__________Admin_____
Title An Act making an appropriation_____________BRU  AK Longevity Programs
___________ to the Alaska Pioneers' and Veterans' Home Component_________Pioneers' Home
Sponsor Rules by Request of Governor_____________ ______________________________
Requester. __________________________________ Component No. 1950

Expenditures/Revenues__________________________(Thousands of Dollars)
Note: Amounts do not include inflation unless otherwise noted below.
OPERATING EXPENDITURES FY 2003 FY 2094 FY 2005 FY 2006 FY 2007 FY 2008
Personal Services 
Travel 
Contractual 
Supplies 
Equipment 
Land & Structures 
Grants & Claims 
Miscellaneous

5,327.3 5,446.9 5,446.9 5,446.9 5,446.9 5,446.9

268.1 274.1 274.1 274.1 274.1 274.1
81.7 83.5 83.5 83.5 83.5 83.5

TOTAL OPERATING 5,677.1 5,804.5 5,804.5 5,804.5 5,804.5 5,804.5

CAPITAL EXPENDITURES | 0.0 j 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

CHANGE IN REVENUES (1156 ) | 3,012.4 3,139.8 3.139.8 | 3,139.8 3,139.8 3,139.8 |

FUND SOURCE
1002 Federal Receipts*
1003 GF Match
1004 GF
1005 GF/Program Receipts 
1037 GF/Mental Health
1118 Pioneers Home Receipts *'

V.A. Per Diem Payments to veterans are included in 1118 PHR.

2,664.7 2,664.7 2,664.7 2,664.7 2,664.7 2,664.7

3,012.4 3,139.8 3,139.8 3,139.8 3,139.8 3,139.8
TOTAL 5,677.1 5,804.5 5,804.5 5,804.5 5,804.5 5,804.5

Estimate of any current year (FY2002) cost: 0.0
Chock this box (X) If funding for this bill is included In the Governor’s FY 2003 budget proposal: 

POSITIONS __________
Full-time 141 141 141 141 141 141
Part-time
Temporary

ANALYSIS: (Attach a scparato page if necessary)

S2.664.G million GF Is included in this fiscal note and together with piojected Pioneers' Home receipts will provide the funding 
necessary to upgrado the level of caro of beds currently vacant, and allow admissions to the Anchorage, Palmer, and Sitka 
Homes. This funding will allow the Slate to moke full use of Iho 600 beds in the Pioneers' Home System.

Aa. . j  an occupancy ratio of 19% veterans on 6/30/02, the Pionoors Homo System will provide a Veterans' preferonco on 
114 bods.
* Federal Veterans Administration per diem payments lo Individual volerans that are then paid lo the Pioneers’ Homes for 
services are included In the Pioneers Homes Receipts” . These payments are estimated lo commence on October 1 ,2002 - 
amounting to $379.4 In Increased receipts In FY 2003 increasing to S506.8 In FY 2004 and thereafter,

The lowest VA reimbursement payment amount ol $24.40 per day is assumed.

Prepared by: James Kohn, Director____________________________  Phono 465-2159
Division Alaska Longevity Programs________________________  Dato/Time 06/13/02

Approvod by: Jim Duncan, Commissioner___________________________  Date 6/13/2002
Agency Doparlment of Administration__________________________

(Rtvitud IV200t OMO) P a g e  1 o f  2



3 r d  S p e c i a l  S e s s i o n
6 / 2 4 / 0 2

Summary P ioneers' Home 
Estimated C osts & Revenues o f  Filling EAL Beds

Additional C osts :
Personal Services 5 ,446 ,905

Food Service 274 ,069
Total Contractual 274 ,069

Incontinent Supplies 46 ,955
Medical Supplies 17 ,485
Latex/Vinyl G loves 9 ,724
Laundry Chemicals 4 ,605
Textiles (bedding, washcloths, etc) 3 ,525
Code Alert/Resident Alarms  1 ,209
Total Supplies 83 ,503

Total 5 ,804 ,476

General Funds 2 ,664 ,656
Program  Receipts 3 ,139 ,820

Additional Pos itions : Quantity

Activity Aide - PH Aide 11.5
Cert. Nurse Aide 86
Food Service Worker I 9 .5
Housekeeping/Custodian 1 9.5
Medical Records Assistant 3
Social Worker Assistant 2
Nurse II 18.5
Nurse IV 1

Total Pos ition s 141

*AI!ows staffing necessary to increase level o f care to 
Enhanced Assisted Living (EAL) in Sitka, Anchorage 
and Palm er for currently vacant in the Homes.
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S l a t o  O f  A l a i k a  
D e p a r t m o n t  o f  A d m l n U t r a t l o n  

D i v i s i o n  o f  A l a s k a  L o n g e v i t y  P r o g r a m s  
P l o n o o r s '  H o m e s  O c c u p a n c y  R e p o r t  

M a y - 0 2

C o o r d i n a t e d  S e r v i c e s
T o t a l
U n a v a i l a b le  
O c c u p i e d  
A s s i g n e d  
A v a i l a b le  

B a s i c  A s s i s t e d  L i v i n g  
T o l a l
U n a v a i l a b l e  
O c c u p i e d  
A s s i g n e d  
A v a i l a b le  

E n h a n c e d  A s s i s t e d  L i v i n g  
T o t a l
U n a v a i l a b l e
O c c u p i e d
A s s i g n e d
A v a i l a b le

A D R D
T o t a l
U n a v a i l a b l e  
O c c u p i e d  
A s s i g n e d  
A v a i la b le  

C o m p r e h e n s i v e  S e r v i c e *  
T o l a l
U n a v a i l a b le  
O c c u p i e d  
A s s i g n e d  
A v a i la b le  

T o t a l  S p a c e *
T o t a l
U n a v a i l a b le  
O c c u p i e d  
A s s i g n e d  
A v a i l a b le  

I n f i r m a r y  B e d *
T o t a l

S i t k a  F a i r b a n k s  P a lm e r  A n c h o r a g o  K e t c h i k a n  J u n e a u

2 2 1 6 5 9 2 6 4

0 0 2 0 0 0

1 3 1 3 3 3 4 4 4

0 0 0 0 2 0

e 3 0 5 8 0 0

2 3 1 7 2 4 5 0 1 3 1 2
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2 5 4 3 2 7 2 6 I E 1 9

0 0 1 1 0 0 0

2 4 3 7 1 6 2 6 1 4 1 5

0 0 0 0 1 0

1 6 0 0 0 4

2 6 1 6 1 6 4 0 8 1 2

6 0 2 0 0 0

1 9 1 8 1 4 3 5 8 1 1

0 0 0 0 0 1

1 0 0 5 0 0

6 5 1 0 1 7 5 1

0 0 0 0 0 0

3 5 1 0 1 7 5 0

0 0 0 0 0 0

3 0 0 0 0 1

1 0 2 9 7 8 2 2 2 5 4 7 4 8

6 0 2 6 0 0 0

7 2 6 6 5 6 1 5 8 4 2 4 2

0 0 0 0 4 1

2 4 1 1 0 6 7 1 5

j L _0L  2!
7 0  2 %

 i i
9 7  9 %

 3
8 9 . 6 %

T o t a l

1 4 5
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7 1
2

7 0

1 3 9
11

110
1

1 7

1 5 5
11

1 3 2
1

11
1 1 8

8
1 0 31

6
4 4
0

4 0
0
4

001
3 2

4 5 6
5  

1 0 8

 1 7 .
8 1 . 0 %

A v a l l a b l o  B o d s  O c c u p i e d  &  A s s l g n o d ___________ 7 5  0 % 8 8 . 7 % 100.0%

V e t e r a n  R e s i d e n t s
M a le
F e m a le
T o t a l  V e t e r a n  R o s l d o n t s

1 5
0

1 5

1 5
2

1 7

1 4
0

1 4

2 9
5

3 4

8 3
8

9 1

W a i t i n g  L i s t
A c t i v e  L is t  1 3
In a c t i v e  L i s t  0 0 3  8 4 4
N u m b e r  o f  a p p l i c a n t s  c h o o s i n g  m o r e  t h a n  o n e  h o m e  o n  l i s t  
T o l a l  N u m b e r  o f  A c t u a l  A p p l i c a n t s  o n  A c t lv o  W a i t i n g  L is t  
T o t a l  N u m b e r  o l  A c t u a l  A p p l i c a n t s  o n  In a c t i v e  W a l l i n g  L is !  
T o l a l  A p p l i c a n t s  o n  W a l l i n g  L i s t s _____________________________________

3 2
9 3 7

7 3
1 , 3 9 1

3 6
4 8 3

3 7
8 2 3

2 9 0
5 . 1 6 1
2 . 7 3 8

1 9 6
2 . 5 1 7
2 . 7 1 3

S t a t u s  C h a n g e s  F o r  M a y  2 0 0 2
S i l i c a  F a i r b a n k s  P a l m e r  A n c h o r a g o  K o t c h l k a n  J u n e a u T o t a l

t d m l s s l o n
C o o r d i n a t e d  S e r v i c e s  
B a s i c  A s s i s t e d  L iv i n g  
E n h a n c e d  A s s i s t e d  L iv i n g  
A D R D  U n i t
C o m p r e h e n s i v e  S e r v i c e s  

>*aths
C o o r d i n a t e d  S e r v i c e s  
B a s i c  A s s i s t e d  L iv i n g  
E n h a n c e d  A s s i s t o d  L iv in g  
A D R D  U n i t
C o r n p r o h o n s i v e  S e r v i c e s  

I l K h e r g e s
C o o r d i n a t e d  S e r v i c e s  
B a s i c  A s s i s t e d  L iv i n g  
E n h a n c e d  A s s i s t o d  L iv in g  
A D R D  U n i t
C o m p r e h e n s i v e  S e r v i c e s

U n u s u a l  O c c u r r o n c o s

JamosL Kohn, Director

Way X*a



A c t i v e  W a i t  L i s t

NA M E TO W N A P P L IC A T IO N
D A TE

Gilmore, Mae E Ketchikan 8/31/1992
Dlouhy, Charles Anchorage 9/21/1992
Raith, Wenzel Fairbanks 6/17/1994
Thayer, June Fairbanks 6/29/1994
Renshaw, Anson Anchorage 10/14/1994
Pomeroy, Roxolana Anchorage 10/28/1994
Chinn, Eleanor Fairbanks 1/18/1995
Jodwalis, Hubert Fairbanks 5/15/1995
Berry, Elizabeth Fairbanks 8/2/1995
Glover, Anna Fairbanks 11/3/1995
Demming, Annie C Fairbanks 2/4/1996
Doyle, Alice Homer 2/7/1996
Herning, Mattie Fairbanks 2/20/1996
Estelle. Ruth E Palmer 3/14/1996
Leckwold, Harry Palmer 4/24/1996
Oleary, Audrey Fairbanks 6/19/1996
Larrabee, John Fairbanks 12/10/1996
Funk, Dora Fairbanks 12/13/1996
Blacha, Carmel Fairbanks 12/16/1996
Reininger, Genvieve Fairbanks 4/9/1997
Jeppesen, Arthur Fairbanks 6/24/1997
Lenhart, Oswald Anchorage 7/28/1997
McSmith, Blanche L Anchorage 8/12/1997
john , Victoria Fairbanks 9/10/1997
Marvin, Rose Sitka 12/30/1997
Bullard, Lena Fairbanks 2/24/1998
Barricklow, Mary R Juneau 2/26/1998
Carlson , James Fairbanks 4/17/1998
Bracken, Everett 0 Juneau 5/1/1998
Bracken, Laura M Juneau 5/1/1998
Moisio, Helmo Anchorage 12/7/1998
Quaschnewski, Margarete Anchorage 12/31/1998
Purviance, Glenn Wasilla 3/22/1999
Zachry, Robert Anchorage 3/30/1999
Brown, Jean Anchorage 5/24/1999
Dennis, Albert Anchorage 7/13/1999
Gibson, Ruth Fairbanks 8/19/1999
Cumming, Joseph Fairbanks 8/27/1999
Alutius, Marie Eagle River 11/8/1999
Roppel, Robert J Ketchikan 11/8/1999
Gray, Nick Vakutat 12/7/1999
Punches, Flora H Wasilla 1/20/2000
Aldrich, Harold Anchorage 3/6/2000
Aubert, Wanda -airbanks 4/21/2000
French, Helen ^orth Pole 5/1/2000
Miller, Anna Eagle River 5/8/2000
Eluska, Kathryn rairbanks 5/19/2000
Devries, Jessie M 3almer 6/1/2000
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A c t i v e  W a i t  L i s t

Hensley, Ruby Fairbanks 6/14/2000
Harmon, Hazel Anchorage- 6/23/2000
Hayes, Shirley Fairbanks 7/7/2000
Smith, Richard Anchorage 7/14/2000
Kangas, Albert Galena 7/24/2000
Klattig, Ida Fairbanks 7/27/2000
Bagley, Caroline Fairbanks 8/3/2000
Hiland, Richard Ester 8/8/2000
Hasha, Martha Fairbanks 8/11/2000
Ayotte, Thelma Fairbanks 8/14/2000
Storrs, Henry Fairbanks 8/14/2000
Moratzka, Earl Fairbanks 8/21/2000
Redman, James Fairbanks 9/8/2000
Stanford, Dorothy Fairbanks 9/8/2000
Cooke, Kathrine Fairbanks 9/26/2000
Stockburger, William Homer 9/27/2000
Recknor, Marion Anchorage 10/6/2000
Blackstad, William A Anchorage 11/3/2000
Allen, Dorothy M Sitka 11/6*2000
Neubauer, Mary Fairbanks 11/9/2000
Creamer, Donald Fairbanks 11/20/2000
Ford, Grace North Pole 11/27/2000
Titus, Annie Minto 1/10/2001
Vincent, Sherman A Ward Cove 1/19/2001
Ordiway, Eleanor Fairbanks 1/29/2001
Strack, Vera North Pole 1/31/2001
Brown, Lena T Anchorage 2/5/2001
Starr, Ann L Ketchikan 2/8/2001
Martin, Daniel Juneau 2/13/2001
Friborg, Coral Fairbanks 2/23/2001
Friborg, Obert Fairbanks 2/23/2001
Robinson. Dorothy Fairbanks 2/28/2001
Dodson, Dolores Fairbanks 3/6/2001
Tickell, Diane B Auke Bay 3/7/2001
Legerat, Elaine Fairbanks 3/12/2001
Mclnerney, Kenneth Fairbanks 3/12/2001
Geiger, Frank Fairbanks 3/19/2001
Hanson, Arnold Fairbanks 3/27/2001
Clarnenu Sr, Glenn Fairbanks 4/2/2001
Larsen, Elizabeth M Juneau 4/3/2001
Hutte, Arthur J Ketchikan 4/4/2001
David, Cecilia B Haines 4/9/2001
Palmer, Twanda Anchorage 4/23/2001
Sewell, Leslie Fairbanks 4/23/2001
Bernard Jr, John Anchorage 4/24/2001
Mitchell, Imelda Ketchikan 5/2/2001
Sanford, Robert Anchorage 5/7/2001
Moore, Barbara J Anchorage 5/9/2001
Hall, Robert Whittier 5/14/2001
Spurgin, Vivian Fairbanks 5/27/2001
Wheeler, Martha Fairbanks 6/6/2001
Dosert, Ramona Fairbanks 6/7/2001
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A c t i v e  W a i t  L i s t

Slater, Dorothy Fairbanks 6/11/2001
Charles, Cecil D Ketchikan 6/13/2001
Jones, Billy P Douglas 6/15/2001
Dawson, Ruth Kenai 6/18/2001
Craddick, Jan Palmer 6/26/2001
Ulmer, Irene Fairbanks 7/5/2001
Coffin III, George Anchorage 7/12/2001
Hardy, Ebba Anchorage 7/25/2001
Milne, Dorothy M Metlakatla 8/1/2001
Towse, Norma Fairbanks 8/3/2001
Siverly, Richard Sitka 8/10/2001
Johnson, William Palmer 8/13/2001
Monroe, Senia Anchorage 8/15/2001
Fett, Lee Delta Junction 8/16/2001
Kahl, Thelma Fairbanks 8/20/2001
Lyman, Maxine Anchorage 8/22/2001
Vetter, Roudolph Fairbanks 8/28/2001
Kienle, Mary Fairbanks 8/30/2001
Demientieff, Mary Nenana 9/4/2001
Pierce, Donald Anchorage 9/4/2001
Henrikson, Mildred 1 Ward Cove 9/6/2001
McDougal, Ronald Fairbanks 9/12/2001
McGuire, Marey Petersburg 9/12/2001
Tarpenning, Lloyd Fairbanks 9/20/2001
Edmonds, Doris E Palmer 9/21/2001
Hogan, Robert North Pole 9/26/2001
Dornath, George Fairbanks 9/28/2001
Hollywood, Carol A Ward Cove 9/28/2001
Rien, Terry Fairbanks 10/7/2001
Bablinskas, Marie Fairbanks 10/8/2001
Cole, Annette R Wasilla 10/12/2001
Giddings, Jane C Ketchikan 10/12/2001
Tyler, Eleanor Fairbanks 10/19/2001
Bishop, Frances Fairbanks 10/25/2001
Bishop, Mervin Fairbanks 10/25/2001
Leach, Elizabeth Juneau 10/26/2001
Whiteman, Grace Sitka 11/2/2001
Miller, Dorothy E Ketchikan 11/5/2001
Han, II Anchorage 11/7/2001
Sharp, Cleo Anchorage 11/9/2001
Lehman, Roland Fairbanks 11/12/2001
Coile, Arthur <etchikan 11/14/2001
Houk, Alethea E Sitka 11/14/2001
Olsen, Tyra 1 Ward Cove 11/15/2001
Dunkelberger, Patricia Sitka 11/16/2001
Skelton, Jean Eagle River 11/20/2001
Kroon, Karl Wasilla 12/3/2001
Javaux, Lucille <\nchorage 12/5/2001
Fulton, John Wasilla 12/6/2001
Martin, Irene L <etchikan 12/7/2001
Pitka, William 3eaver 12/7/2001
Trambitas, Jack uneau 12/8/2001
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A c t i v e  W a i t  L i s t

Schmitz, Ruth Juneau 12/16/2001
Peterson, Shirley A Willow 12/17/2001
Parker, Richard L Ketchikan 12/20/2001
Hoffman, Hilda L Juneau 12/31/2001
Hoffman, Jacob L Juneau 12/31/2001
Corey, Jack Anchorage 1/4/2002
Thompson, Thelma A Ketchikan 1/7/2002
Keener, David North Pole 1/8/2002
Wiedman, Robert Fairbanks 1/9/2002
Arlow, A lexander Cordova 1/14/2002
Lausterer, Gladys Anchorage 1/14/2002
Thompson, Gladys Anchorage 1/14/2002
Riley, Burke Juneau 1/15/2002
Trastek, Russe ll W Fairbanks 1/15/2002
Nussmaumer, June Fairbanks 1/25/2002
Shockey, Rose Fairbanks 1/29/2002
Wack, Laura M Ketchikan 1/30/2002
Eickhof, Donald Anchorage 2/4/2002
Young, Rita Anchorage 2/5/2002
Laird, Mary F Ketchikan 2/7/2002
Ludwigsen, Thelma Ketchikan 2/25/2002
Olson, Della N Ketchikan 2/26/2002
Keeney, Bernice Fairbanks 2/28/2002
Johnson, George Sitka 3/4/2002
Brundage, Helen Palmer 3P/2002
Chesnut, Annie Anchorage 3/11/2002
Roa, Salvador Anchorage 3/11/2002
Conlow, Augusta Anchorage 3/14/2002
McCarthy, Lydia Wasilla 3/19/2002
Cook, Jeraldine Fairbanks 3/21/2002
Wyller, Christian Juneau 3/21/2002
Kilbourne, Nora Wasilla 3/26/2002
Lemery, Noreen Eagle River 4/4/2002
Milton, Irmgard Wasilla 4/11/2002
Charles, Paul Ketchikan 4/24/2002
Farrington, Milton Salcha 4/29/2002
ingledue, Franklin Juneau 4/30/2002
Moreno, Nancy Sitka 5/1/2002
Lang, Mildred J Juneau 5/3/2002
Doggett, Mary Wasilla 5/6/2002
Noreen, Ida M Douglas 5/6/2002
McFarland, John Soldotna 5/20/2002

Bold= Veterans
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O N  B E H A L F  O F  T H E  A M E R I C A N  L E G I O N ,  D E P A R T M E N T  O F  

A L A S K A ,  I  W A N T  T O  T I  I A N I <  T H E  G O V E R N O R ,  T H E  A L A S K A  

V E T E R A N S  A D V I S O R Y  C O U N C I L ,  A N D  T H O S E  L E G I S L A T O R S  

W H O  H A V E  H E L P E D  M A K E  T H I S  T R U L Y  A  “ Y E A R  O F  T H E  

V E T E R A N ”  I N  A L A S K A .

T I  I E  R E N A M I N G  O F  B R I D G E S  T O  H O N O R  T H O S E  W H O  D I E D  

S E R V I N G  O U R  C O U N T R Y  A N D  T H O S E  W H O  R E C E I V E D  I T S  

H I G H E S T  M I L I T A R Y  D E C O R A T I O N  I S  A  N O B L E  A N D  T I M E  T E S T E D  

W A Y  T O  G I V E  P U B L I C  R E C O G N I T I O N  F O R  S E R V I C E  T O  C O U N T R Y .

T H E  C O N T I N U A T I O N  O F  L O W  I N T E R E S T  V E T E R A N S ’  H O M E  

L O A N S  W I L L  F I N A N C I A L L Y  B E N E F I T  T H O S E  W H O  Q U A L I F Y .

*
T H E  A P P R O P R I A T I O N  O F  F U N D S  A L L O W I N G  T H E  D E P A R T M E N T  

S E R V I C E  O F F I C E R S  T O  C O N T I N U E  A S S I S T I N G  V E T E R A N S  I N  

F I L I N G  C L A I M S  F O R  S E R V I C E  C O N N E C T E D  D I S A B I L I T I E S  W I L L  

C E R T A I N L Y  S E R V E  A  W O R T H Y  C A U S E .

T H E  V E T E R A N S ’  M E M O R I A L  E N D O W M E N T  B I L L  D I S C U S S E D  

H E R E  T O D A Y  S H O W S  T H E  S T A T E  H A S  A C C E P T E D  A D D I T I O N A L  

R E S P O N S I B I L I T I E S  I N  I T S  C O M M I T M E N T  T O  V E T E R A N S .

T H E  A P P R O P R I A T I O N  O F  $ 2 5 0 , 0 0 0  F O R  A  S T U D Y  T H A T  W I L L  

E V E N T U A L L Y  R E S U L T  I N  A  V A  A P P R O V E D  F A C I L I T Y  T O  C A R E  

F O R  V E T E R A N S  O F  A L L  A G E S  E X E M P L I F I E S  F U R T H E R '  

C O M M I T M E N T  B Y  T H E  S T A T E .

O N E  C H A L L E N G E  R E M A I N S  F O R  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E .  T H A T  

C H A L L E N G E  W I L L  B E  A D D R E S S E D  I N  T H E  S P E C I A L  S E S S I O N  

B E G I N N I N G  N E X T  W E E K .  I T  I S  T H E  D E C I S I O N  T O  A P P R O P R I A T E  

$ 2 . 6  M I L L I O N  D O L L A R S  T O  F U N D  S T A F F I N G  F O R  1 0 0  V A C A N T  

B E D S  I N  T H E  P I O N E E R S ’  H O M E .  T H I S  I S S U E  H A S  B E E N  T O R N  

A S U N D E R  B Y  P A R T I S A N  P O L I T I C S  T O  A  P O I N T  T H A T  I  B E L I E V E  I F  

T H E  D E V I L  H I M S E L F  H A D  S U B M I T T E D  T H E  O R I G I N A L  B I L L S
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INSTEAD OF THE GOVERNOR, THE VETERANS WOULD HAVE . HAD AN EASIER TIME GETTING THEM PASSED. I ASK TI IOSE 
LEGISLATORS WHO MAY SEE THIS TO LEAVE THEIR POLITICAL 
SHROUDS AT HOME WHEN THEY GO TO JUNEAU NEXT WEEK TO 
DECIDE ON THIS ISSUE. J ASK THAT YOU CONSIDER THE GOOD 
THIS APPROPRIATION WILL DO FOR SENIOR VETERANS AND 
NON-VETERANS ALIKE. I ASK THAT YOU ACCEPT THE FACT 
THAT THE GOVERNOR PUT THIS APPROPRIATION IN AT THE 
REQUEST OF THE DAV, VFW AND AMERICAN LEGION, N O T  AT 
THE SUGGESTION OR PERSUASION OF THE GOVERNOR. WHEN 
CASTING YOUR VOTE ON THIS BILL, I ASK THAT YOU DO WHAT 
IS RIGHT.

DEAN HILLDEPARTMENT ADJUTANTTHE AMERICAN LEGION, DEPARTMENT OF ALASKA
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June 11,2002

Governor Tony Knowles 
State Capitol B.dg.
P. O. Box 110001 
Juneau, AK 99811-0001

Dear Governor Knowles:

The Grand Igloo Pioneers o f  Alaska support foil funding for the Pioneer Homes. There are 
many seniors that require advanced levels o f  care now awaiting the opportunity for admission. 
Hopefully, funding will be forthcoming, adequate to open up a substantial number o f  the 100
vacant beds.

Sincerely,

Bob Hufman
Chr. O f Grand Igloo
Govt. Affairs Committee



INTERNET ADDRESS: 
acoa@admin.state.ak.us

P.O. BOX 110209cM  
JUNEAU, AK 99811-0209

(907) 465-3250 
FAX:, 465-4716

Alaska Commission on Aging

Resolution 2002-10

In su p p o rt of funding  fo r the Pioneers and V eterans H om e proposal

W hereas, the Pioneers Homes operated by the State o f Alaska are a remarkable long-term care 
resource to Alaskans age 65-r and their families, and

W hereas, the Alaska Commission on Aging has previously endorsed the creation o f a “Pioneers’ 
and Veterans’ Home” system, and

W hereas, the Alaska State Legislature p asse ’, legislation to create such a system, and

W hereas, the legislation passed sets in place a framework for generating new federal veterans 
funding to assist in paying for .Alaska veterans long-term care received in the Pioneer Homes, 
and

W hereas, the full potential o f the Pioneers’ and V eterans’ Home program cannot be realized 
without additional funding to upgrade the level o f care o f unfilled beds within the Pioneers’ 
Homes, and

W hereas, there continues to be an active waiting list o f over 180 applicants seeking immediate 
admission to the Alaska Pioneer Home system, and

W hereas, both veteran and non-veteran Alaskan Pioneers would benefit from increasing the 
number o f beds available to meet the ne^ds o f seniors on the Pioneer Home waiting lists,

Now, therefore be it resolved, that the Alaska Commission on Aging supports legislation 
appropriating the additional general funds and pioneer home receipts necessary to make full use 
o f the Alaska Pioneer Home system, and urges the Alaska State Legislature to pass this much 
ne 'ded funding during the second special legislative session o f  2002.

Adopted this 14,h day of June, 2002.

Marjorie J. Hays, Chair

mailto:acoa@admin.state.ak.us
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June 20, 2002

The Honorable Tony Knowles 
Governor, State of Alaska 
P.O.Box 110001 
Juneau, AK 99811

Dear Gov. Knowles:

The members of the Interior Veteran's Coalition wish to join with the Departments of 
Alaska of the American Legion, Veterans of Foreign Wars, and Disabled American 
Legion in supporting funding for the Pioneers' Home and the proposed Pioneers' and 
Veterans' Home system.

We support your introduction and passage, during the upcoming special legislative 
session, an appropriations bill for S2.6 million in operating funds to begin filling vacant 
beds.

Please feel free to share this letter of support with the appropriate legislative committees. 
Thank you for your support of veterans and housing for aging vets.

Sincerely,

Raymond E. Clark, Chair 
Legislative Committee



MEMORANDUM FOR THE RECORD

This memorandum for the record has been developed in teleconference discussions 
among Marsha Goodwin, Acting Chief Consultant, Geriatrics and Extended Care 
Programs at the U.S. Department of Veterans’ Affairs; James Kohn, Director, Division of 
Alaska Longevity Programs; and John Taber, Associate Director, Washington, D.C.
Office of the Governor of Alaska, during the period of April 1-5, 2002.

The parties to this memorandum agree as follows:

The federal Veterans' Affairs State Home Per Diem Grant program provides financial 
assistance to veterans in state VA homes within a framework of federal VA standards and 
regulations that do not presently allow for VA financial support of Alaskan veterans in 
the proposed Alaska Pioneers' & Veterans' Homes. It is agreed that the VA and the state 
of Alaska will work cooperatively to seek solutions to the issues that exist, including, if 
needed, federal legislation which would allow for VA support of veterans in the Alaska 
Pioneers' & Veterans' Home while preserving the ownership, independence, and 
authority of the state to operate and manage this unique long term care program. We 
agree that we will seek common ground for a demonstration that preserves both the 
character of Alaska's Pioneers' homes and the required standards of care for eligible 
Veterans.

As we work toward those solutions, we accept as governing principles the following:

Alaska's Pioneers' Homes are designed and managed as long-term assisted living 
facilities. There is no present intention to expand their role to include skilled nursing 
functions. The state of Alaska relies on agreements with private nursing homes and 
public and private hospitals to provide skilled nursing and hospital care as it is needed by 
Pioneers' I-Iome residents.

Similarly, there is no present intention to expand the role of the Pionetis’ homes to 
include Adult Day Care, because facilities that provide Adult Day Care already exist in 
most communities where the Pioneers’ Homes are located and it would duplicate capacity 
to add that function tc the Pioneers’ Homes.

The state of Alaska seeks to ultimately include all six of the existing Pioneers' Homes in 
the Pioneers' Home/Veterans' Home program and seeks to integrate Pioneers and \
Veterans to the maximum extent practicable within those facilities.

The state of Alaska seeks to preserve the essence of the Pioneers' Home concept by 
continuing to use the admission and eligibility standards and cost sharing procedures and



p o l i c i e s  th a t h a v e  s e r v e d  th e  P io n e e r s '  H o m e s  w e l l  f o r  89 y e a r s . W e  a g r e e  to  w o r k  to  f in d  
s o lu t io n s  to  i s s u e s  th a t s u c h  e x i s t i n g  p o l i c i e s  m a y  c r e a t e  f o r  v e t e r a n s  w h o  q u a l i f y  f o r  
a s s i s t a n c e  b u t d o  n o t f i t  w i t h in  s ta t e  a d m i s s i o n  a n d  e l i g i b i l i t y  s t a n d a r d s .

A s  w e  c o n t in u e  th e  d i s c u s s i o n s  th a t w e  in t e n d  w i l l  le a d  to  th e  n e c e s s a r y  a g r e e m e n t s  
a n d /o r l e g i s l a t i o n  to  p e rm it  t h e  V e t e r a n s  A f f a i r s  S t a t e  H o m e  P e r  D i e m  G r a n t  P r o g r a m  to 
o p e ra te  in  A l a s k a ’ s P io n e e r s ’ H o m e s / V e t e r a n s ’ H o m e s ,  w e  a g r e e  to  p e r i o d i c a l l y  p r o v id e  
in fo rm a t io n  u p d a t e s  to  V e t e r a n s  a n d  V e t e r a n s ’ A f f a i r s  o f f i c i a l s  in  A l a s k a  c o n c e r n in g  
th o s e  d i s c u s s i o n s .

S I G N E D :

M a r s h a  G o o d w in ,  V e t e r a n s ’ A f f a i r s

J a m e s  K o h n ,  A l a s k a  L o n g e v i t y  P r o g r a m s

J o h n  T a b e r , O f f i c e  o f  th e  G o v e r n o r  o f  A l a s k a
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DMVA COMMISSIONERS O FF 
D E P . C H IE F . O F , S T A FF  .

THE SECRETARY OF VETERANS AFFAIRS * 

WASHINGTON

A p r i l  2 ,  2 0 0 2

J i m  D u n c a n  
C o m m i s s i o n e r
D e p a r t m e n t  o f  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  
3 3 3  W i l l o u g h b y  A v e , ,  1 0 th F I .
S t a t e  O f f i c e  B u i l d i n g  , . •
Juneau, AK

D e a r  M r .  D u n c a n
• »

T h i s  I s  i n  r e s p o n s e  t o  y o u r  l e t t e r  r e g a r d i n g  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  a  p a r t n e r s h i p  
b e t w e e n  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  V e t e r a n s  A f f a i r s  ( V A )  a n d  A l a s k a ’s  P i o n e e r  H o m e s .  I . 
a p p r e c i a t e  y o u r  d e s i r e  t o  m e e t  t h e  n e e d s  o f  v e t e r a n s  w i t h i n  t h e  f r a m e w o r k  o f  t h e  
P i o n e e r  H o m e s .

I f u l l y  s u p p o r t  e f f o r t s  t h a t  w o u l d  e n a b l e  V A  a n d  t h e  S t a t e  o f  A l a s k a  t o  w o r k  • 
c o o p e r a t i v e l y  t o  a d d r e s s  t h e  e l d e r  c a r e  n e e d s  o f  A l a s k a ' s  v e t e r a n s .  I u n d e r s t a n d  
t h e  f i r s t  s t e p  I s  t o  e s t a b l i s h  t h e  P i o n e e r  a n d  V e t e r a n s  H o m e s , ‘a n d  t h e r e  i s  
l e g i s l a t i o n  p e n d i n g  t o  a c c o m p l i s h  t h i s .  O n c e  t h i s  l e g i s l a t i o n  i s  e n a c t e d ,  I w i l l  b e  
p l e a s e d  t o  e x p l o r e  o p t i o n s  f o r  t h e  p r o v i s i o n  o f  l o n g  t e r m  c a r e  f o r  A l a s k a ' s  v e t e r a n s ,  
t o  i n c l u d e  t h e  f l e x i b i l i t i e s  o f ' o u r  S t a t e  V e t e r a n s  H o m e s  a n d  C o n t r a c t  C o m m u n i t y  
N u r s i n g  H o m e s  p r o g r a m s .  I h a v e  e n c l o s e d  s o m e  I n f o r m a t i o n  o n  o u r  S t a t e  
V e t e r a n s  a n d  C o n t r a c t  C o m m u n i t y  N u r s l r  g  H o m e  p r o g r a m s  t h a t  I h o p e  y o u  will  
. f in d  h e l p f u l .  W h a t  I s  p a r a m o u n t  i s  a s s u . i n g  t h a t  t h e  n e e d s  o f  A l a s k a ’s  v e t e r a n s  
a n d  V A ' s  s t a n d a r d s  f o r  n u r s i n g  h o m e  c a r e  a r e  m e t .

M a r s h a  G o o d w i n ,  A c t i n g  C h i e f  C o n s u l t a n t ,  G e r i a t r i c s  a n d  E x t e n d e d  C a r e  
P r o g r a m s ,  i s  a v a i l a b l e  t o  m e e t  w i t h  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  o f  t h e  P i o n e e r  H o m e s  a n d  
A l a s k a  S t a t e  o f f i c i a l s  t o  f u r t h e r  d i s c u s s  t h e s e  o p t i o n s .  I f  y o u  s h o u l d  h a v e  a n y  
q u e s t i o n s ,  s h e  m a y  b e  r e a c h e d  a t  202-273-5540. A s i m i l a r  l e t t e r  h a s  . b e e n  s e n t  t o  
M a j o r  G e n e r a l  P h i l l i p  O a t e s ,  A d j u t a n t  G e n e r a l / C o m m i s s i o n e r  a n d  a p p r o p r i a t e  
m e m b e r s  o f  C o n g r e s s .  I l o o k  f o r w a r d  t o  a  c o n t i n u e d  w o r k i n g  r e l a t i o n s h i p  w i t h  y o u  
t o  b e t t e r  m e e t  t h e  n e e d s  o f  A l a s k a ’s  v e t e r a n s , .

S i n c e r e l y  y o u r s ,

Enclosures
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THE SECRETARY p F  VETERANS AFFAIRS

■ WASHINGTON .
A p r i l  2 ,  2002

General Phillip Oates, Commissioner • . j
Department of Military and Veterans'Affairs • • •'
S t a t e  o f  A l a s k a  ’ .
T h e  N a t i o n a l  G u a r d  A r m o r y ,  S u i t e ’C - 2 2 2  -
P . O .  B o x  5 8 0 0
F t .  R i c h a r d s o n ,  A l a s k a  9 9 5 0 5 - 0 8 0 0 .  , • .

• i #

D e a r  G e n e r a l  O a t e s :  ’ ; •
i

T h i s  i s  i n  r e s p o n s e  t o  y o u r  l e t t e r  r e g a r d i n g  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  a  p a r t n e r s h i p  
b e t w e e n  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  V e t e r a n s  A f f a i r s  ( V A )  . a n d  A l a s k a ' s  P i o n e e r  H o m e s .  I 
a p p r e c i a t e  y o u r  d e s i r e  t o  m e e t  t h e  n e e d s  o f  v e t e r a n s  w i t h i n  t h e  f r a m e w o r k  o f  t h e  
P i o n e e r  H o m e s .  • I

j
I f u l l y  s u p p o r t  e f f o r t s  t h a t  w o u l d  e n a b l e  V A  a n d  t h e  S t a t e  o f  A l a s k a  t o  w o r k  ‘ 

c o o p e r a t i v e l y  t o  a d d r e s s  t h e  e l d e r  c a r e  n e e d s  o f  A '  a t e  v e t e r a n s .  I u n d e r s t a n d  
t h e  f i r s t  s t e p  i s  t o  e s t a b l i s h  t h e  P i o n e e r  a n d  V e t e r a n s  d o m e s ,  a n d  t h e r e  i s  
l e g j s l a t i o n  p e n d i n g  t o  a c c o m p l i s h  t h i s .  O n c e . t h l s  l e g i s l a t i o n  i s  e n a c t e d , ' !  w i l l  b e  
p l e a s e d  t o  e x p l o r e  o p t i o n s  f o r  t h e  p r o v i s i o n  o f  l o n g  t e r m i c a r e  f o r  A l a s k a ’s  v e t e r a n s ,  
t o  i n c l u d e  t h e  f l e x i b i l i t i e s  o f  o u r  S t a t e  V e t e r a n s  H o m e s  a n d  C o n t r a c t  C o m m u n i t y  
N u r s i n g  H o m e s  p r o g r a m s .  I h a v e ' e n c l o s e d  s o m e  i n f o r r r i a t i o n  o n  o u r  S t a t e  V e t e r a n s  • 
a n d  C o n t r a c t  C o m m u n i t y  N u r s i n g  H o m e  p r o g r a m s  t h a t  f h o p e  y o u  w i l l  f i n d  h e l p f u l .  
W h a t  i s  p a r a m o u n t  i s  a s s u r i n g  t h a t  t h e  n e e d s  o f  A l a s k a ' s  v e t e r a n s  a n d  V A ’s  
s t a n d a r d s  f o r  n u r s i n g  h o m e  c a r e  a r e  m e t ;

• M a r s h a  G o o d w i n ,  A c t i n g  C h i e f  C o n s u l t a n t ,  G e r i a t r i c s  a n d  E x t e n d e d  C a r e  
P r o g r a m s ,  i s  a v a i l a b l e  t o  m e e t  w i t h  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  o f  t h e  P i o n e e r  H o m e s  a n d  
A l a s k a  S t a t e  o f f i c i a l s  t o  f u r t h e r  d i s c u s s  t h e s e  o p t i o n s .  I f  y o u  s h o u l d  h a v e  a n y  
q u e s t i o n s ,  s h e  m a y  b e  r e a c h e d  a t  2 0 2 - 2 7 3 - 8 5 4 0 .  A  3 i m i i a r  l e t t e r  h a s  b e e n  s e n t  t o  
M r .  J i m  D u n c a n ,  C o m m i s s i o n e r  a n d  a p p r o p r i a t e  m e m b e r s  o f  C o n g r e s s .  I l o o k  
f o i w a r d  t o  a  c o n t i n u e d  w o r k i n g  r e l a t i o n s h i p  w i t h  y o u  t o  b a t t e r  m e e t  t h e  n e e d s  o f  
A l a s k a ' s  v e t e r a n s . ,

S i n c e r e l y  y o u r s ,

Anthony J. Principl

Enclosures

l
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P.O. Box I I 0001 
Junenu, Alaska 99811*0001 

(907) 465*3500 
Fax (907) 465-3532 
Mvw.gov.siaie.ak.wi

T h e  H o n o r a b l e  F r a n k  M u r k o w s k i  
U n i t e d  S t a t e s  S e n a t e  
3 2 2  H a r t  S e n a t e  O f f i c e  B u i l d i n g  
W a s h in g t o n , D C  2 0 5 1 0 -0 2 0 2

D e a r  S e n a t o r  M u r k o w s k i :

I  s e e k  y o u r  a s s i s t a n c e  in  o b t a in in g  n e w  a u t h o r i t y  u n d e r  f e d e r a l l a w  f o r  m u c h  n e e d e d  c a s h  
b e n e f i t s  f o r  v e t e r a n s  i n  A l a s k a .  I  n o t e d  w i t h  c o n s i d e r a b l e  in t e r e s t  y o u r  r e c e n t  p r e s s  
r e le a s e  c o n c e r n in g  le g i s l a t i o n  to  a u t h o r i z e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  S t a t e  V e t e r a n s  H o m e  ( S  V H )  
f a c i l i t i e s  i n  A l a s k a .  A s  I  u n d e r s t a n d  i t , t h e  p r im a r y  t h r u s t  o f  y o u r  l e g i s l a t i o n  i s  to  
a u th o r iz e  u p  to  $ 1 6  m i l l i o n  in  f e d e r a l f u n d i n g  f o r  s u c h  f a c i l i t i e s ,  w h i l e  w a i v i n g  th e  u s u a l 
r e q u ir e m e n t  f o r  s ta te  m a t c h in g  fu n d s , A s  y o u  k n o w ,  t h e  s t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  h a s  p a s s e d  
le g i s l a t i o n  t h a t  w o u ld ,  a m o n g  o t h e r  t h in g s ,  p r o v i d e  f u n d i n g  f o r  a s t u d y  o f  th e  n e e d  f o r  
s u c h  f a c i l i t i e s .  T h i s  s t u d y  c o u ld  s e r v e  a s  th e  p r e d i c a t e  f o r  fu t u r e  d e c i s i o n s  to  u s e  s u c h  
f e d e r a l a u th o r i t y , i f  it  w e r e  o n  th e  b o o k s .

Y o u  a ls o  a r e  u n d o u b t e d ly  a w a r e  o f  t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e ’ s  p a s s a g e  o f  le g i s l a t i o n  I  in t r o d u c e d  to 
s e t  a s id e  a p o r t io n  o f  th e  b e d s  in  A l a s k a ’ s  s i x  P io n e e r s  H o m e s  f o r  t h e  u s e  o f  q u a l i f y i n g  
v e t e r a n s . T h e  le g i s l a t i o n  p r o v i d e s  f o r  a  c h a n g e  in  t h e  n a m e  o f  t h e  h o m e s  to  r e f l e c t  t h e ir  
n e w  s ta tu s a s  c o m b in e d  p i o n e e r s ’ a n d  v e t e r a n s ’ h o m e s ,  a n d  a u t h o r i z e s  u s  to  e n t e r  in t o  a  
p i l o t  p r o g r a m  w i t h  t h e  U . S .  D e p a r tm e n t  o f  V e t e r a n s ’ A f f a i r s  t o  p r o v i d e  V A  p e r  d ie m  
p a y m e n t s  to  t h e  v e t e r a n s  w h o  l i v e  i n  t h e  h o m e s  n o w ,  o r  w h o  w i l l  e n t e r  t h e  h o m e s  in  th e  
fu t u r e  u n d e r  t h e  n e w l y  e s t a b l i s h e d  p r e f e r e n c e  s y s t e m . T h e  e f f e c t i v e n e s s  o f  th e  le g i s l a t i o n  
is  c o n d i t i o n e d  u p o n  n e g o t ia t io n  o f  a n  a g r e e m e n t  w i t h  th e  V A .  I n  t u r n , th e  a b i l i t y  o f  th e  
V A  to  n e g o t ia t e  s u c h  a n  a g r e e m e n t  w i t h  A l a s k a ,  w e  a r e  t o ld ,  i s  c o n d i t i o n e d  o n  p a s s a g e  o f  
a u t h o r i z in g  p e r  d ie m  le g i s l a t i o n  a t t h e  f e d e r a l l e v e l .

B e c a u s e  y o u  a re  a  m e m b e r  o f  t h e  V e t e r a n s  C o m m i  t , e  a n d  h a v e  m o s t  c l o s e l y  f o l l o w e d  
v e t e r a n s ’ i s s u e s ,  I  a m  r e q u e s t in g  y o u r  a s s i s t a n c e  in  s e c u r i n g  th e  n e c e s s a r y  fe d e r a l 
l e g i s l a t i o n  to  a u th o r iz e  th e  p r o p o s e d  p i l o t  p r o g r a m . I t  i s  e v i d e n t  th a t s u c h  a p r o g r a m  
w o u ld  p r o v i d e  a s t r o n g - c o m p le m e n t  to  a n y  p o t e n t i a l V A - f u n d e d  c o n s t r u c t io n  in  th e  
fu tu r e , w h i l e  h e l p i n g  A l a s k a ’ s  v e t e r a n s  b y  o p e n in g  u p  m o r e  b e d s  in  th e  p io n e e r s ’ a n d  
v e t e r a n s ’ h o m e s  a lm o s t  im m e d ia t e l y .  I n  a d d i t io n , t h e  p e r  d i e m  p a y m e n t s  f o r  w h i c h  
A l a s k a ’ s  v e t e r a n s  w o u l d  q u a l i f y  w o u l d  p r o v id e  a  m o d e s t ,  b u t  w e l c o m e  i n f u s i o n  o f  n e w
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b i n d i n g  in t o  t h e  s t a t e  s y s t e m , b o t h  n o w  a n d  o v e r  th e  lo n g  h a u l . A l a s k a ’ s  v e t e r a n s  s e e  th e  
v a lu e  i n  b o t h  in i t i a t i v e s  a n d  s e e m  p r e p a r e d  to  le n d  t h e i r  s u p p o r t  to  b o th  e f f o r t s .  I n  sh o r t , 
i t  w o u l d  a p p e a r  to  b e  d e s i r a b le  to  h a v e  b o t h  th e  p i lo t  p r o g r a m  a n d  th e  o p t io n  t o  e x p a n d  o r  
r e m o d e l f a c i l i t i e s ,  b u t  e a c h  o f  t h e s e  r e q u i r e s  i t s  s e p a r a t e  a u t h o r i z in g  le g i s l a t i o n .

M y  s t a f f  h a s  h a d  p r e l im in a r y  d i s c u s s i o n s  w : J i  o f f i c i a l s  a t th e  D e p a r tm e n t  o f  V e t e r a n s  
A f f a i r s  w h i c h  h a v e  d e t e rm in e d  t h e  s c o p e  o f  th e  r e q u i r e d  le g i s l a t i o n  to  a u t h o r iz e  a p i lo t  
p r o g r a m  t o  m a k e  p e r  d i e m  p a y m e n t s  to  v e t e r a n s  in  o u r  p i o n e e r s ’ a n d  v e t e r a n s ’ h o m e s .
W e  h a v e  j o i n t l y  d e t e rm in e d  t h a t  t h e  o n l y  i s s u e  s e p a r a t in g  e x i s t i n g  f e d e r a l l a w  f r o m  th e  
c u r r e n t  o p e r a t io n  o f  o u r  s t a t e  h o m e s  i s  t h e  m i x  o f  v e t e r a n s  a n d  n o n - v e t e r a n s  i n  th e  h o m e s . 
B e c a u s e  t h e  h o m e s  d o  n o t  c o n s id e r  v e t e r a n  s t a t u s  c u r r e n t ly  i n  p la c e m e n t  d e c i s i o n s ,  w e  
c a n n o t  s a t i s f y  t h e  V A  r e q u i r e m e n t  th a t n o  m o r e  th a n  2 5  p e r c e n t  o f  t h e  r e s id e n t s  o f  th e  
f a c i l i t y  i n  w h i c h  p e r  d i e m  p a y m e n t s  a re  p a id  b e  n o n - v e t e r a n s .

T h e  f e d e r a l l e g i s l a t i o n  w e  n e e d  w o u l d  w a i v e  th a t p r o v i s i o n  o f  c u r r e n t  l a w  f o r  p u r p o s e s  o f  
t h i s  p i l o t  p r o je c t .  I n  o u r  d i s c u s s i o n s  w i t h  V A  s t a f f ,  w e  h a v e  a ,g re e d  t h is  w a i v e r  w o u ld  
a p p ly  t o  f a c i l i t i e s  th a t h a d  b e e n  c o n s t r u c t e d  w i t h o u t  th e  u s e  o f  f e d e r a l V A  fu n d s , a s i s  th e 
c a s e  w i t h  a l l  s i x  P i o n e e r s ’ h o m e s .  A t  t h e  s u g g e s t i o n  o f  t h e  V A  o f f i c i a l s ,  w e  h a v e  a g r e e d  
th a t th e  p i l o t  p e r i o d  w o u l d  b e  t h r e e  y e a r s ,  a^ d th a t t h e  p r o je c t  w o u l d  b e  e v a lu a t e d  d u r in g  
th e  f i n a l y e a r , w i t h  a  v i e w  to  s e e k i n g  p e rm a n e n t  a u t h o r i z in g  le g i s l a t i o n  i f  t h e  p i lo t  p r o v e s  
s u c c e s s f u l .

M y  r e c o m m e n d a t io n  i s  t h a t  w e  p u r s u e  t h i s  a u th o r iz a t io n  o f  th e  p e r  d i e m  p i lo t  s e p a r a t e ly  
f r o m  o t h e r  A l a s k a - s p e c i f i c  V A  l e g i s l a t i o n  in  o r d e r  to  r e d u c e  th e  p o t e n t ia l f o r  c o n fu s io n  
a n d  in  r e c o g n i t i o n  o f  t h e  f a c t  th a t y o u r  c o n s t r u c t io n  a u t h o r iz a t io n  h a s  a l r e a d y  c le a r e d  th e 
S e n a t e  V e t e r a n s ’ A f f a i r s  C o m m i t t e e  p r o c e s s .

T h a n k  y o u  f o r  y o u r  c o n s id e r a t io n  o f  t h is  r e q u e s t . I  w e l c o m e  t h i s  o p p o r t u n i t y  to  w o r k  
t o g e t h e r  f o r  t h e  b e n e f i t  o f  A l a s k a ’ s  v e t e r a n s  a n d  l o o k  f o r w a r d  to  h e a r in g  f r o m  y o u . M y  
s t a f f  s t a n d s  r e a d y  to  w o r k  w i t h  y o u  a n d  y o u r  s t a f f  in  t h e  p r e p a r a t io n  o f  s u i t a b le  
le g i s l a t i o n .

S i n c e r e l y ,

T on^B m ow Ies
C fo v e r n o r

The Honorable Frank Murkowski
June 17, 2002
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M u r k o w s k i  s e e k s  v e t  h o m e  f u n d s
PROPOSAL: Senator asks for S16 million to add space in Pioneers' Homes.
By Liz Ruskin 
Anchorage Daily News
(Published: June 8, 200?.)

Washington -  Sen. Frank Murkowski is proposing up to S16 million in federal construction funds to add new wings or floors 
to Alaska Pioneers' Homes to serve veterans.
Murkowski, R-Alaska, amended a Senate bill this week to also allow the state-operated Pioneers' Homes to collect federal 
money for housing veterans.

The bill is awaiting action by the Senate.
The administration of Gov. Tony Knowles, though, says Murkowski's measure won't meet immediate needs.

"He wants to spend SI6 million to create more beds that would presumably be empty, unless the state comes up with 
operating funds," said Knowles spokesman Bob King.
The Pioneers' Homes already have 100 empty beds. They're empty because the state doesn't have the money to fully staff the 
homes.
Knowles is calling on the Alaska Legislature to spend S2.6 million in a spccr I session later this month to fill the empty beds 
with veterans.
Both Knowles' proposal and Murkowski's call for allowing the state to coiled reimbursement from the Veterans 
Administration for housing veterans.
Jim Duncan, the state commissioner of administration, said he is also seeking a waiver that would allow veterans and other 
home residents to live together, rather than in segregated facilities.
Some 95 vets now live in the six homes. If the state could collect per diem payments from the VA, they would total SI.6 
million a year, Duncan said.
The Legislature, which balked at the S2.6 million to staff the Pioneers' Home during its regular session, has budgeted 
5250,000 to conduct a study on veterans housing.
The S16 million Murkowski is seeking would probably be useful once the study is complete, Duncan said.

"We sho’.ld first utilize what we have and serve the veteran immediately," Duncan said.
Duncan said he's been working with the Veterans Administration for four months on the plan. Other than one meeting last 
year, Duncan said he hasn't been coordinating his efforts with Murkowski, even though Murkowski sits on the Senate 
Veterans Affairs Committee.
Murkowski, a Republican, is running for governor. The front-running Democrat, Fran Ulmer, is Knowles' lieutenant 
governor.
Murkowski's spokesman, Chuck Kleeschulte, said the bill in no way interferes with Knowles' effort to get the money to fill 

' the empty beds/------------------------------
"This will not cost the state a dime in capital costs and will ensure that the federal government for the first time will 
reimburse the state for a portion of the costs they currently bear to house veterans," Murkowski said in a written statement.

Reporter Liz Ruskin can be reached at 202-383-0007 or lruskin@adn.com.
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