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CS FOR SENATE BILL NO. 187(FIN)
IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA
TWENTY-SECOND LEGISLATURE - FIRST SESSION

BV THE SENATE FINANCE COMMITTEE

' Offered:

ji

Referred:

Sponsors): SENATOR WARD

ABILL
FOR AN ACT ENTITLED

1" "AnAct relating to absentee and special needs voting

2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9

10
1
12
13
14
15

BE IT ENACTED BY TIIE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

*Section 1 AS 15.20.045(b) is amended to read:
(b) The director may designate by regulation adopted under AS 44.62

(Administrative Procedure Act) locations at which absentee voting stations will be
operated on or after the 15th day before an election up to and including the date i
of the election [ON ELECTION DAY AND ON OTHER DATES AND AT TIMES
TO BE DESIGNATED BY THE DIRECTOR]. The director shall supply absentee
voting stations with ballots for all house districts in the state and shall designate
absentee voting officials to serve at absentee voting stations.

*Sec. 2. AS 15.20.050 is amended to read:

Sec. 15.20.050. Requirement of full public notice. The director shall give
full public notice of the dates and manner of voting absentee and may select any
means of communication permitted to be used in giving notice of the date and time of
the general election. The director shall give notice under this section of the

-1- CSSB I87(FIN)
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1 location of absentee voting stations at leest 45 davs before each election.
*See. 3. AS 15.20.061(a) is amended to read:

N

3 (@) A qualified voter may apply in person for an absentee ballot to the
4 following election officials at the times specified:
5 (1) to an absentee voting official on or after the 15th day before an
6 election up to and including the date of the election;
7 (2) to an election supervisor
8 [(A) AFTER A DATE ANNOUNCED BY THE DIRECTOR
UNDER AS 15.20.048(b); AND
10 | (B)] on or after the 15th day before an election up to and
1 including the date of the election;
12 (3) to an absentee voting official at an absentee voting station
13 designated under AS 15.20.045(b) on or after thc 15th day before an election un to
14 and including thc date of the election [AT ANY TIME WHEN THE ABSENTEE i
5 |; VOTING STATION IS OPERATING];
16 ] (4) to an absentee voting official in the precinct in which no volunteers
7 can be located to serve on the election board on or after the 15th day before an election
5 up to and including election day.
19 * See. 4. AS 15.20.072(b) is amended to read:
20 (b) The voter may, through a representative, request a special needs ballot
21 I from the following election officials at the times specified:
22 (1) from an absentee voting official on or after the 15th day before an
23 election, up to and including election day;
24 (2) from an election supervisor
25 [(A) AFTER A DATE ANNOUNCED BY THE DIRECTOR
26 UNDER AS 15.20.048(b); AND
27 (B)] on or after the 15th day before an election up lo and
28 including election day;
29 (3) from an absentee voting official at an absentee voting station
30 designated under AS 15.20.045(b) on or after thc 15th day before an election up to
31 and including thc date of the election [AT A TIME WHEN THE ABSENTEE
CSSB 187(FIN) -2-
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VOTING STATION IS IN OPERATION]; or
(4) from a member of the precinct election board on election da

* Sec. 5. AS 15.20.048(b) is repealed.

3 CSSB 187(FIN)
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Senator Jerry W ard

Alaska State Llgisiati ui.

SB 187 Sponsor Statement

“An Act relating to absentee voting stations”

This legislation will require the director of elections to notify the voting public of
all “absentee in person voting” locations at least 60 days prior to an election. It will also
provide a uniform statewide opening date for absentee in person voting. Currently the
location and opening periods for absentee voting stations is at the discretion of the
director of the division of elections and requires no public notice. This has lead to some
inconsistencies in opening dates a d voting locations.

SB 187 requires that the director of the division of elections provide full public
notice of the location of all absentee voting stations at least 60 days prior to each election.
No new absentee voting station sights may be added or opened after the 60-day
notification period.

Absentee voting stations will be operated on or after the 15hday before a
primary, general, or special election. Qualified voters may apply in person for an
absentee ballot at the absentee voting station on or after the 15thday before an election up
to and including the date of the election. Absentee voting stations can not be opened
early.

Having a uniform state wide opening date and prior notification of all absentee
voting in person locations will make for less confusion for the voters and a more even

playing field for all concerned.

Jamiary-Mav: STATIi CAPITOL « JUNEAU. AK +00801-1182 * (0(171-105-4010 * FAX <007) 4r>5-374(i
THi W. 4' AVE, * STE. 451) « ANCHORAGE. AK 00501 (007) 2(il-(H<)6 + FAX <007» 200-0100
KENALI: 145 MAIN .STREET LOOP + KENAI. AK « 00ft11+ <007) 253-7006 * FAX (007) 285-3075 .
Vlce-Clwit. Scnuti Finance Committee  Vice-Chnlr. Semite Transportation eMember. Senate Health Education A Social Services
Senanirjeny.WardQ" lejos.Mnte.ak.iis



LEGAL SERVICES

DIVISION OF LEGAL AND RESEARCH SERVICES
LEGISLATIVE AFFAIRS AGENCY

(907) 465-3867 or 465-2450 STATE OF ALASKA State Capitol
FAX (907) 465-2029 Juneau, Alaska 99801-1182
Mail Stop 3 »01 Deliveries to: 129 6th St., Rm. 329
MEMORANDUM April 9, 2001
SUBJECT: Sectional Summary of Absentee Voting Stations

(22-L.S0796/F)

TO: Senator Jerry Ward
Attn: Loretta Brown

FROM: Kathryn L. Xurtz ta b
Legislative Counsel

You have requested a sectional summary of the above-described bill.

As a preliminary matter, note that a sectional summary ofa bill should not be considered
an authoritative interpretation of the bill and the bill itself is the best statement of its
contents. Ifyou would like an interpretation of the bill as it may apply to a particular set
of circumstances, please advise.

Section 1. Specifies that absentee voting stations will be operated on or afier the 15th
day before an election, rather than at the discretion of the director of the division of
elections.

Section 2. Requires that the director of the division of elections provide full public
notice of the location of absentee voting stations at least 60 days before each election.
Section 3. Provides that a qualified voter may apply in person for an absentee ballot at
an absentee voting station on or after the 15th day before an election up to and including
the date of tho election. This change corresponds to the change in section 1

KLK-ihb
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