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from Committee



STATE CAPITOL. Room 427
JUNEAU, AK 99S01-1182
Phone: (907)465-4907

Senator John Torgerson, Chair PAX: (907)465-4779
Senator Drue Pearce, Vice Chair

Senator Rick Halford 35477 Kcnai Spur Hwy.
Senator Pete Kelly Suite 101B

Soldotna, Ak 99669
Phone:(907)260-3041
Fax: (907) 260-3044

Senator Robin Taylor
Senator Kim Elton

Senator Georgianna Lincoln SENATE RESOURCES COMMITTEE

SPONSOR STATEMENT

SB 148
“Remote Writer Storage for Fire Departments”

SB 148 instructs the Department of Natural Resources to construct remote water storage
sites for fire protection. These sites will consist of 10,000-gallon underground storage
tanks with a pump and a hydrant. DNR will solicit applications for these remote storage
tanks from all the organized fire service areas statewide. Then the department will rank
the applications and, based upon appropriations, construct as many as they can afford.
The applications will be ranked by the following factors:

« Distance from an adequate water supply;
Number of buildings to be protected;
Extent of spruce bark beetle infestation;
Ability of fire service to provide matching funds, maintain and operate the
remote water storage site; and
Other pertinent factors.

The need for remote water storage sites is evident in many areas of the state, especially in
areas where beetle infested timber greatly increases the risk of catastrophic wildfire. This
legislation will help protect the lives of those people living on the fringe of fire service
areas. It will also reduce property loss and possibly lower 1SO rates for our residents.
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TESTIMONY ON SB 148
REMOTE WATER SUPPLY FOR FIRE DEPARTMENTS

Mr. Chairman and members ofthe Senate Resources Committee:

My name ItLen Malmquist and lam the Fire Chief for Central Emergency
Services InSoldotna. Inaddition, lam the SecretaryfTreasurer for the Kenai
Peninsula Fire Chiefs Association. The Kenai Peninsula Fire Chiefs has
members inevery Are department on the Kenai Peninsula,

SB 148 isa hill of special interest to all fire departments on the Kenai Peninsula.
The billwould assistAre departments Inestablishing water supply sources in
areas of need without other proven water sourcee. Halfofthe membership of the
Kenai Peninsula Fire Chiefs Association represents small volunteer fire -
departments with very littlefinancial resources that could be used to develop
water supply sources. This hill isespecially Important to these departments.
Specifically, the hillwould provide vital assistance to Anchor Point Fire Service
Area, NinilchlkVolunteer Fire Department, Funny River Volunteer Fire
Department, and Cooper Landing Volunteer Fire Department.

Fire departments on the Kenai Peninsula are not the only departments that have
a problem inestablishing water sources to be used for emergency firefigting.
This Isa statewide problem that could be addressed over a period of years ifthis
hillwere enacted and funded Infuture years. Such water sources could also be
used by the Division of Forestry for Wildland fire fighting should the need arise.

Adequate water supply B a criteria that isused when Insurance companies rata a
structure for Insurance purposes. Passage of thishillmay allow some property
owners to obtain Insurance that they have been unable to purchase due to a lack
ofwater supply. Depending upon location, the water supply source may also
assist In lowering Insurance rates for some other property owners.

Central Emergency Services has Included “rural water supply sources™ in the
legislative priority listto the Kenai Peninsula Borough every year for the past
three years. We have several areas of need wtthin our 2,200 square mile service

area thatwould benefit from SB 148.
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your supportfor SB 148.

Thank you foryour dme. Hyou have any questlona, pleaee call me at 282-4792.

Yours In (ouJic s_tfgfoyr

Lan A. Malmqul
Fire Chief



Kachemak Emergency Service Area
Kenai Peninsula Borough Annex
P.O. Box 184
Homer, AK 99603

March 10,2001

Senator John Torgerson
State Capitol, Room 516
Juneau, AK 99801-1182

Dear Senator Torgerson,

Ric Plate, KeDai/Kcdiak area fire management officer for the Division of Forestry, recently told

us that you may promote a ;tatewide program to improve fixed water supplies forfire
suppression. \We enthusiastically encourage you to do so. One of the big hurdles we face in
developing our operating plan is lccntirg sufficient accessible water in the outer reaches of our
service area. \We will soon ask Nikisld fire chief Billy Harris to meet with our board to share his
great expertise ii» water supply systems. Once we have a plan, we will need funding, which is

why we are very interested In your proposal.

If you have any questions about Kachemak Emergency Service Area or our significant and
varied funding needs, please give me a call at 235-3725.

Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,

Mary Griswold
Board member
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SENATE COMMITTEE REPOhh ,
First Commi ttee of Referral

DATE: 3/16/01 FURTHER: Finance
Date of 5-Day Notice: 3721 A |/ DATE TURNED [
(inaccordance with Uniform Ri/le 23) INTO OFFICE: — 7 .2/4Z-

Resources Committee considered SENATE BILL NO. 148

"An Act relating to remoie water storage for fire departments."

and recommends: Senate Bill:

[ ] same title
J be replaced with. Cs ) [ ] new title
House BiII:_
] adopt previous CS ) [ ] same_tltle_
| | technical title
] attached amendment(s) ] new: SCR # _
] adopt Letter of Intent by Committee
] further referral to Committee

NEW FISCAL NOTE(S): PREVIOUS FISCAL NOTE(S):

Department Date Fiscal Zero FN# Department Date Fiscal Zero FN#

A

[ 1 APPROPRIATION - no fiscal note





