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TO : SB 11

Page 1, line 1:

Delete "the lega l age fo r a tte n d in g school"

Insert " re q u ire d schoo l a ttendance "

Page 1, lines 4 - 1 0 :

Delete a ll materia l and insert:

" *  Section 1. AS 14.30.010 is amended by adding a new subsection to read:

(c) I f  a parent, legal guardian, or other persor having the respons ib ility fo r or 

contro l o f the ch ild elects to enroll a ch ild who is s ix years o f age in firs t grade at a 

pub lic school, a fte r enro llm ent, the ch ild is subject to the provis ions o f (a) and (b) o f 

this section."

Page 1, line 11:

Delete "2001"

Insert "2002"
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22-LS0266\C

IN  TH E LEG IS LA TU R E OF THE STATE OF A L A S K A  

TW EN TY -S ECO ND LEG IS LA TU R E - SECOND SESSION

CS FOR SENATE BILL NO. ll(FIN)

BY T IIE  SEN A TE FIN A N C E C O M M IT T E E

O f f e re d :
R e f e r r e d :

Sponsor(s): SEN A TO R S T H E R R IA U L T , Davis

A BILL 

FOR AN ACT ENTITLED 

"An Act relating to required school attendance; and providing for an effective date."

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF TIIE STATE OF ALASKA:
^  i r t d o c M  o - r r & r

* Section 1 . AS 14.3 0.01 (F ans amended by adding a new subsection to read:
(c) I f  a parent, legal guardian, or other person having the respons ib ility fo r or 

contro l o f the ch ild elects to enro ll a ch ild who is six years o f age in firs t grade at a 

pub lic school, a fte r enro llm ent, the ch ild is subject to the provis ions o f (a) and (b) o f 

th is section.

* Sec. 2. Th is A c t takes effect Ju ly 1, 2002.

-1- CSSB 11 (F IN )
New Text Underlined [DELETED TEXT BIlAi KETEDJ



22-LS0266NF

IN  TH E LEG IS LA TU R E OF THE STATE OF A L A S K A  

TW ENTY -SECOND LEG IS LA TU R E - SECOND SESSION

BY THE SENATE FINANCE C OM M ITTEE

Offered:
Referred:

Sponsors): SENATORS THERRIAULT, Davis

A BILL 

FOR AN ACT ENTITLED 

"An Act relating to required school attendance; and providing for an effective date."

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF TIIE STATE OF ALASKA:

O s v Y & c i t c y i  .* <J<2 1 <2 -he. d  ‘
* Section 1. AS 14.30.010 is amended by adding a new subsection to read:

(c) I f  a parent, legal guardian, or other person having the respons ib ility fo r or 

con tro l o f the ch ild eiccts to enro ll a ch ild who is six years o f age in firs t grade at a 

pub lic school, a fte r enro llm ent, the ch ild is subject to the prov is ions o f (a) and (b) o f 

th is section.

* Sec. 2. Th is A c t takes effect Ju ly 1, 2002.

CS FOR SENATE BILL NO. ll(FIN)
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SENATE FINANCE 
COMMITTEE 

Ai tendment Number. ---- -
Bill Number:— U—
S p o n s o r :S ^ ^ a _ _ -  D a te^ /fe il 22-LS0266\A
Lodged In By: — ---

'S > p o < n <c o n 2 .<d

SENATE BILL NO. 11

IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA 

TWENTY-SECOND LEGISLATURE - FIRST SESSION

BY SE N A T O R S T H E R R IA U L T , D avis 

In tro d u ced : 1/8/01
R e fe r re d :  H e a lth , E d u c a tio n  a n d  S uc ia l S erv ices , F in a n ce

A BILL 

FOR AN ACT ENTITLED 

"An Act relating to the legal age for attending school; and providing for an effective 

date."

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

* Section I. AS 14.30.010(a) is amended to read:

(a) Every child between six [SEVEN] and 16 years o f  age shall attend school 

at the public school in the district in which the child resides during each school term. 

Every parent, guardian or other person having the responsibility for or control o f a 

child between six [SEVEN] and 16 years o f  age shall maintain the child in attendance 

at a public school in the district in which the child resides during the entire school 

term, except as provided in (b) o f  this section.

* Sec. 2. This Act takes effect July I, 2001.

/vJt2«ro(S b e  "fo CTUltj I j 'Z.OOZ.
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A laska j§>tait> ̂ legislature
SENATOR

GENE THERR IAU LT
Mailing Address:

1 19 N. Cushman, Suite 101 
Fairbanks, Alaska 99701 

(007) 488-0857 
Fax: (907) 488-4271

To:

S u b je c t:

S p o n so r :

Date:

. .V '- - iC '* : i 
• f . 'V ’ j

- 0

j§ > e U c lteREQUEST FOR HE A RUN G
Senator Pete Ke lly 

SB 11

Senator Gene Therriau 

February 12, 2002

W h ile  in  sess ion

State Capitol 
Juneau, Alaska 
99801-1182 

(907) 465-4797 
Fax: (907) 465-3884

Senate District Q

I wou ld like to respectfu lly request that SB 11 be scheduled fo r a hearing before the 
Senate Finance Committee at the comm ittee ’ s earliest convenience.

Senate B il l 11 lowers the mandatory age fo r school attendance from 7 years old to 6 years 
o f age. SB 11 does not take away the parent’ s option o f enro lling a ch ild in public , 
private or home schooling. In addition to ensuring a ch ild receives all the proven benefits 
o f earlie r education, SB 11 also addresses a problem created in the classroom when a
parent enro lls his or her ch ild in school at the age o f 5 or 6 but on ly sends that ch ild to
school sporad ica lly un til required to do so by state law at age 7. Lowering the mandatory 
attendance age to 6 w ill both improve education opportunities fo r the student and 
m in im ize disruptions to the rest o f the classroom.

A ttached to this request are: 
o Letters o f Support from : 

o NEA -A laska
o North Pole Elementary Principal David Pfrimmer 
o Alaska Association o f Elementary School Principals 
o Teachers

o Exemptions for allowed absences under current law 

Probable supporters include teachers and school principals.

I w ou ld like to request a teleconference to the Fairbanks Legislative In fo rm ation O ffice . 
Thank you.

Email: Senaior_Geno_Themault'®legis.stuto.ak.ua



SENATOR 
GENE THERR IAU LT

Mailing Address:
I 19 N. Cushman, Suite 101 
Fairbanks, Alaska 99701 

(907) 488-0857 
Fax; (907) 488-4271

A l a s k a  j§>ta.te ^ E e g is lc i tu re

i -V j —— - u'

*.•t ••. -.v*/
\ .  z r g r '  

^ e t t a i e

While in  se ss ion  

State Capitol 
juneau. Alaska 
99801-1182 

(907) 465-4797 
Fax. (907) 465-3884

Senate District Q

Senate Bill 11 "An Act relating to the legal age for attending school; and 
providing for an effective date."

Sponsor: Senator Gene Therriault

S p onsor Statem ent

Senate Bill 11 lowers the m andatory  age for school attendance from 7 years old to 6 years old, 
requiring students to become involved in a formal educational setting at the age c f  six. SB 11 does 
n o t  take away the paren t’s option  o f  choosing public, private o r  hom e schooling. It also does no t 
take away the op tion  o f  enrolling a child in Kindergarten at age 5 o r  6. Finally, it does n o t  take away 
any o f  the exemptions for allowable absences currcndy provided under existing law.

Research indicates that earlier educauon  is beneficial, and in fact m ost children in Alaska are enrolled 
by the age o f  6. However, a small percentage o f  students w ho are enrolled do no t  actually a ttend on 
a regular basis because state law does no t  require attendance until age 7. So even though a six-year- 
old m ight be enrolled in school, h e / s h e  could miss unlimited num ber  o f  days and still no t  be 
considered truant. This places a burden  on  teachers to keep diat s tuden t up with the rest o f  the class 
and increases the potential for the s tudent to be “held back.”

Email: Senatcr_Gone_ rhurnault<i®legls.state, ak us
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N E A -A laska
Affiliated icith the National Education Association

NEA-Alaska Position Paper 
Senate Bill 11

We appreciated Senator Gene Therriault and Senator Bettye Davis 
introducing SB 11 to lower the compulsory attendance age from seven to 
age 6. The earlier children are expected to attend school the sooner children 
will be exposed to opportunities from socialization to learning.

As schools work to implement new learning standards, exposing children to 
the opportunity to leam at an earlier age will strengthen the foundation upon 
which a child’s learning career is built. The sooner children are exposed to 
opportunities to leam the sooner children can overcome obstacles to 
learning.

Most six-year old children, we believe, are enrolled in first grade, so SB 11 ’s 
impact on facilities and personnel is not clear. Facilities in some school 
districts are already overcrowded, so additional enrollment may tax those 
systems even more. It is important that all children have access and are 
taught in facilities that contribute to learning and child development. 
Teachers and teaching supplies for children should be provided so students 
can take full advantage of the opportunity to leam at age 6.

NEA-Alaska supports mandatory kindergarten attendance at age fi-'e. Alaska 
schools are required to offer kindergarten but attendance is not required. 
Even chough SB 11 does not establish mandatory kindergarten enrollment, 
requiring children to attend first grade at age 6 is a step in the right direction. 
Expecting children to attend one year sooner than is currently required offers 
a six-year-old student a greater opportunity to leam.

We commend the sponsors for introducing SB 11.

ANCH O RA G E REG IO N A L O FFIC E * 1840 S B ngiw  Street, Suite 100 • Anchorage, A lu la  99508 • (907) 274-0536 • FAX': (907) 274-0551 
JU N EA U  O FFIC E • 114 Second Street •  Juneau, A lika 99S01 •  (907) 586-3090 • FAX (907) SS6-2744 

FAEKUANXS REG IO N A L O FFIC E • 2118 S. Cuthman Street • Fairbanks, Alaska 9970) -  (907) 456-4435 * FAX: (907) 456-2159



h e r e  i s  o n e  e x a m p l e  o f  why  t h e  c u r r e n t  s t a t u e  i n  i n e f f e c t i v e . C u r r e n t l y  
t h e  D i v i s i o n  o f  Y o u t h  a n d  F a m i l y  S e r v i c e s  i s  s u p p o s e d  t o  p u r s u e  t r u a n c y  
i n  t h e  s t a t e  a l o n g  w i t h  t h e  S c h o o l  D i s t r i c t s  a n d  B o r o u g h s .  The  
F a i r b a n k s  N o r t h  S t a r  B o r o u g h  p u r s u e s  t h i s  a s  b e s t  t h e y  c an  g i v e n  t h e  
l i m i t s  t h e y  h a v e .  One o f  many  c a s e s  t h i s  y e a r  i s  o f  a c h i l d  who os f i v e  
y e a r s  o l d  t h a t  m i s s e d  75 d a y s  o f  s c h o o l  l a s t  y e a r  d u e  t o  t h e  z a i l u r e  o* 
t h e  p a r e n t  t o  g e t  t h e m  t o  s c h o o l .  The  c h i l d  was  f i v e ,  K i n d e r g a r t e n  was  
n o t  m a n d a t o r y  s o  t h e  p a r e n t  f e l t  n o  c o m p u l s i o n  t o  meet: t h e  c h i l d ' s  
e d u c a t i o n a l  n e e d .  T h e  o n l y  c o n s e q u e n c e  was  e d u c a t i o n a l  n e g l e c t  a n d  t h e  
t h e r e  was n o t h i n g  t h e  B o r o u g h ,  D . F . Y . S .  o r  S c  o o l  d i s t r i c t  c o u l d  do  t o  
a b o u t  i t .  Now a t  a g e  s i x  t h e  c h i l d  h a s  m i s s e d  59  d a y s  o f  s c h o o l .  A l l  
p e r t i n e n t  i n f o r m a t i o n  a b o u t  p a r e n t  c o n t a c t s ,  a b s e n c e s  a n d  e d u c a t i o n a l  
d i f f i c u l t i e s  was  t u r n e d  o v e r  t o  t h e  D i s t r i c t  A t t o r n e y  b y  t h e  S c h o o l  
D i s t r i c t  o n l y  t o  b e  t o l d  t h a t  d u e  t o  S t a t e  l a w  t h e r e  was  n o t h i n g  t h a t  
t h e y  c o u l d  do  u n t i l  t h e  l a w  was a m e n d e d / c h a n g e d . T h e i r  h a n d s  a r e  t i e d  
w h i l e  t h i s  l i t t l e  g i r l s  e d u c a t i o n  a n d  f u t u r e  i s  f u r t h e r  n e g l e c t e d . We 
h a v e  d i s c u s s e d  t h a t  a t  Che S t a t e  w i d e  P r i n c i p a l s  c o n f e r e n c e  a n d  a g r e e d  
t h a t  a c h a n g e  n e e d s  t o  h a p p e n  a . s . a . p .  T h e  e a u c a t i o n a l  f u t u r e  o f  t h i s  
y o u n g  c h i l d  a n d  m a n y  l i k e  h e r  d e p e n d s  on  o u r  a b i l i t y  t o  g e t  t h e s e  
c h i l d r e n  i n t o  s c h o o l  a n d  k e e p  t h e m  t h e r e .  P l e a s e  do  y o u r  p a r t  b y  
c h a n g i n g  t h i s  p a r t  o f  Che s t a t e  s t a t u t e  s o  we c a n  b e t t e r  d o  o u r  p a r t  f o r  
t h e s e  c h i l d r e n . T h a n k  y o u .

S i n c e r e l y  Y o u r s

D a v i d  P f r i m m e r ,  P r i n c i p a l  
N o r t h  P o l e  E l e m e n t a r y



• Kan*. Ley Scnleich

FROM :
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A t a s k a v  A s s o c i a t i o n  o f  

t l o m e n t e n t  S c h o o l  P r i n c i p a l s
I

R e s o l u t i o n  9 8 - 9

S u p p o r t i n g  e a r l y  c h i l d h o o d  e d u c a t i o n  a n d  m a n d a t o r y  

k i n d e r g a r t e n  i n t h e  S t a t e  o f  A l a s k a .

Submitted by: A laska  A s s o c ia t io n  o f  E le m e n ta ry  S cho o l P rinc ipa ls

WHEREAS research dealing with brain grow th and deve lopm ent, along 
w ith longitudinal stud ies on the benefits o f Head S ta rt and o the r early 
childhood programs co rre la te with success in school; and

WHEREAS meeting the needs o f young children (ages 0 -6 ) has been 
no ted by the Alaska Ado lescen t Health Comm ittee to  be a critica l means 
o f preventing problem behaviors among adolescents; and

WHEREAS pre -k indergarten and kindergarten programs provide an 
exce llen t oppo rtu n ity fo r prevention o f school failure; and

WHEREAS presen tly there is no Alaska State S ta tu te requiring 
a ttendance in a kindergarten program by kindergarten-aged children; and

WHEREAS presen tly , no t all five year olds in Alaska a ttend a 
kindergarten program ;

BE IT THEREFORE RESOLVED tha t the Alaska Association of 
Elementary School Principals supports early childhood education and 
mandatory kindergarten in the sta te o f Alaska.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Alaska Association o f  Elementary 
School Principals supports full funding o f a mandatory kindergarten as 
well as full funding of transportation to  and from school for kindergarten
students.



SB 11 Support

Sub jec t: SB 11 S uppo rt
Da te : Tue, 16 Jan 2001 15:04:24 -0900 
F rom : Loyo la McManus <aaesp@alaska.net>

T o : H o lly M o rris <Holly_Morris@ legis.state.ak.us>

H o l l y ,

T h e  A l a s k a  A s s o c i a t i o n  Of E l e m e n t a r y  S c h o o l  P r i n c i p a l s  w o u l d  b e  i n  s t i o n g  
s u p p o r t  o f  l o w e r i n  t h e  m a n d a t o r y  s c h o o l  a g e  f r o m  7 y r s . t o  6 y r s .  As y o u  
k n o w , o u r  R e s o l u t i o n  9 8 - 9  w e n t  e v e n  f u r t h e r  b y  s u p p o r t i n g  " m a n d a t o r y  
K i n d e r g a r t e n " .

I t  i s  w e l l  know  t h a t  s t r o n g  r e a d i n g  s k i l l s  a r e  a  t r e m e n d o u s  a s s e t  i n  
s u c c e s s  i n  s c h o o l .  I n  f a c t  m uch  s c h o o l  f a i l u r e  c a n  b e  t r a c e d  t o  t h e  l a c k  o f  
g o o d  r e a d i n g  s k i l l s .  S t u d e n t s  who s t a r t  t h e i r  f o r m a l  e d u c a t i o n  w i t h  t h e i r  
p e e r s  i n  K i n d e r g a r t e n  ( a g e  5) o r  a t  t h e  l a t e s t  F i r s t  G r a d e  ( a g e  6) h a v e  a 
m u ch  b e t t e r  c h a n c e  o f  d e v e l o p i n g  t h e  c o r r e c t  l a n g u a g e  a n d  p r e  r e a d i n g  
s k i l l s  t h a n  t h o s e  who d o  n o t  a r r i v e  a t  s c h o o l  u n t i l  a g e  7 .

A s t u d e n t  who f i r s t  a r r i v e s  a t  s c h o o l  a t  a g e  7 w o u l d  b e  a g e  a p p r o p r i a t e  f o r  
s e c o n d  g r a d e r s .  H o w e v e r  a c a d e m i c a l l y  s / h e  w o u l d  m o s t  l i k e l y  f i t  b e t t e r  w i t h  
K o r  F i r s t  g r a d e r s .  T h i s  c a n  b e  a  t e r r i b l e  d i l e m m a  f o r  t h o s e  i n v o l v e d  i n  
g r a d e  p l a c e m e n t .
Do y o u  p l a c e  a  c h i l d  w i t h  o t h e r s  who a r e  s o c i a l l y ,  p h y s i c a l l y , a n d  
e m o t i o n a l l y  a t  h i s / h e r  l e v e l  e v e n  t h o u g h  s / h e  w i l l  n o t  b e  a b l e  t o  d o  t h e  
a c a d e m i c  w o r k , t h u s  h a v i n g  t h e  e a r l y  e x p e r i e n c e s  b e  t h o s e  o f  f a i l u r e ?
Do y o u  p l a c e  a  c h i l d  w h e r e  s / h e  f i t s  a c a d e m i c a l l y  e v e n  t h o u g h  s / h e  w o u ld  
f e e l  s / h e  w e r e  w i t h  " b a b i e s " ,  f o s t e r i n g  n e g a t i v e  p e e r  i n t e r a c t i o n s ?  B o th  
c a s e s  w o u l d  b e  d a m a g i n g  t o  t h e  c h i l d .

I f  t h e  m a n d a t o r y  s t a r t i n g  w e r e  c h a n g e d  t o  6 y e a r s ,  i t  w o u l d  b e  e a s i e r  
s o c i a l l y ,  p h y s i c a l l y ,  a n d  e m o t i o n a l l y  t o  p l a c e  h i m / h e r  i n  K i n d e r g a r t e n  o r  
i f  s / h e  h a d  som e  l a n g u a g e  b a c k g r o u n d ,  t o  p l a c e  i n  F i r s t  g r a d e  w i t h o u t  b e i n g  
s o  f a r  b e h i n d .

We a t  AAESP e x p r e s s e d  b y  o u r  R e s o l u t i o n  9 8 - 9  t h a t  t h e  v e r y  b e e t  w o u l d  b e  
t o  h a v e  a l l  c h i l d r e n  s t a r t  a t  a g e  5 i n  K i n d e r g a r t e n  t o  a s s u r e  a n  e v e n  s t a r t  
a n d  p r o v i d e  s t r o n g  l a n g u a g e  a n d  r e a d i n g  d e v e l o p m e n t  s u p p o r t .  W i t h  t h e  S t a t e  
f o c u s  o n  " b e n c h m a r k  t e s t i n g "  a n d  t h e  " e x i t  exam " i t  w o u l d  s e e m  l o g i c a l  t o  
r e q u i r e  a t t e n d a n c e  a t  t h e  a g e  w hen  t h e  m a j o r i t y  o f  c h i l d r e n  f i r s t  b e g i n  
t h e i r  f o r m a l  s c h o o l i n g .

A n o t h e r  p r o b l e m  w i t h  t h e  c u r r e n t  r e q u i r e m e n t  o f  " a g e  7 "  i s  t h a t  w hen  a  
f a m i l y  h a s  t r u a n c y  p r o b l e m s ,  a  s c h o o l  c a n  p u r s u e  t h e  i s s u e  i n  c o u r t  b u t  may 
h a v e  t o  e x c l u d e  t h e  f i r s t  g r a d e r  b e c a u s e  s / h e  i s  n o t  y e t  7 a n d  t h u s  " n o t  
r e q u i r e d "  t o  b e  i n  s c h o o l .  T h i s  d o e s  n o t  h e l p  t h a t  c h i l d  o r  t h a t  f a m i l y  
d e v e l o p  g o o d  e d u c a t i o n a l  h a b i t s .

We com m end S e n a t o r  T h e r r i a u l t  f o r  p r o p o s i n g  t h e  l o w e r i n g  o f  t h e  m a n d a t o r y  
a g e  f o r  s c h o o l  a t t e n d a n c e  a n d  a s  m e n t i o n e d  a b o v e  w o u l d  b e  p l e a s e d  t o  s e e  
i t  g o  t o  5 y e a r s  o f  a g e  s o  t h a t  a l l  s t u d e n t s  s t a r t  t o g e t h e r .

1 ol I 4/27/01 3:41 I’M
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Rc: mandaalory scliool agge

Sub ject: Re: m andaa to ry school agge 
Date : Wed, 17 Jan 2001 16:13:06 -0900 
F rom : Kath ie Cook < kath ie@ northstar.k l2 .ak.us>

T o; H o lly M o rris <Holly_Morris@ legis.sta te .ak.us>

G l a d  t o , . ; .
L a s t  y e a r  we h a d  a  K c h i l d  who h a s  m a j o r  l a n g u a g e  p r o c e s s i n g  a n d  
l e a r n i n g  n e e d s .  T h e  f a m i l y  w a s n ' t  g e t t i n g  h im  t o  s c h o o l . . . . i n  J a n  
t h e y  w i t h d r e w  h i m  b e c a u s e  "mom w a s  h a v i n g  a  t o u g h  t i m e  w i t h  t h e  d a r k  
a n d  t h e  c o l d " .  He r e t u r n e d  t h i s  y e a r .  B e c a u s e  h e  m i s s e d  h a l f  o f  t h e  
y e a r  h e  w a s  r e t a i n e d .  Of c o u r s e ,  t h e  l e a r n i n g  n e e d s  c o n t i n u e  t o  b e  a n  
i s s u e .  H i s  a t t e n d a n c e  i s  b e t t e r  b u t  l i k e  l a s t  y e a r ,  s t a r t i n g  t o  b e  a  
p r o b l e m .  O u r  p r o b l e m . . . h e  w o n ' t  b e  7 u n t i l  n e x t  y e a r .  No r e a l  l e g a l  
w ay  t o  e n f o r c e  h im  c o m i n g  t o  s c h o o l  b u t  B O Y !!!  d o e s  h e  n e e d  t o  b e  
h e r e .

We a r e  e x p e c t i n g  m o r e  o f  o u r  f i r s t  g r r a d e r s  a c a d e m i c a l l y .  T h o s e  t h a t  
s t a r t  w i t h  f i r s t ,  s k i p p i n g  K ( a n d  t h e r e  a r e  o n l y  a  fe w )  a r e  r e a l l y  a t  
a  d i s a d v a n t a g e .  Some f o l k s  j u s t  c a n ' t  s e e m  t o  g e t  t h e  d a y c a r e  
t o g e t h e r  t o  a c c o m m o d a t e  t h e  4 . 5  h o u r  K s c h e d u l e  s o  t h a t  i s  why t h e y  
t y p i c a l l y  d o n ' t  d o  K.

mailto:kathie@northstar.kl2.ak.us
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Legislative Action

Sub ject: Leg is la tive A c tio n
Date: 17 Jan 2001 08:41:03 -0900
F rom : "Marman_Meg" <marman_rneg@ ir)smail.ascl.kl2.ak.us>

To : ''M o rris H o lly " <Holly_Morris@ legis.state.ak.us>

I  r e c e i v e d  i n f o r m a t i o n  a b o u t  a  b i l l  b e i n g  i n t r o d u c e d  r e d u c i n g  t h e  m a n d a t o r y  
s c h o o l  a g e  f r o m  7 t o  6 w h i c h  I  w a n t  t o  f u l l y  s u p p o r t .  I ' m  p r e s e n t l y  a 
p r i n c i p a l  i n  A n c h o r a g e ,  b u t  p r e v i o u s l y  t a u g h t  k i n d e r g a r t e n  f o r  a  n u m b e r  o f  
' r s . I t  i s  e s s e n t i a l  t h a t  we p r o v i d e  a  l i t e r a c y  r i c h  e n v i r o n m e n t  f o r  o u r  
• ung  c h i l d r e n  a t  t h e  e a r l i e s t  a g e  p o s s i b l e .  T h i s  i s  e v e n  m o r e  i m p o r t a n t  i f  

. ie  c h i l d r e n  a r e  l i v i n g  i n  l o w e r  s o c i o - e c o n o m i c  e n v i r o n m e n t s .  T h a n k  y o u  f o r  
r e l a y i n g  t h i s  i n f o r m a t i o n  t o  t h e  a p p r o p r i a t e  p e o p l e .  T h a n k s .  Meg

4/27/01 3:41 I'M
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Exemptions for enrollment per AS 14.30.010(b)
Section (b) exempts the compulsory attendance age when a child:

(1) is provided an academic education comparable to that offered by the public 
schools in the area, either by

(A)attendance at a private school with certified teachers;
(B) tutoring by certified personnel; or
(C) religious or private school attendance operated in compliance with AS 

14.45.100-14.45.200;
(2) attends a school operated by the federal government;
(3) has a physical or mental condition that a competent medical authority 

determines will make attendance impractical;
(4) is in the custody of a court or law enforcement authorities;
(5) is temporarily ill or injured;
(6) has been suspended or expelled under AS 14.03.160 or suspended or denied 

admittance under AS 14.30.045;
(7) resides more than two miles from either a pub*ic school or a route on which 

transportation is provided by the school authorities, except that this paragraph 
does not apply if the child resides within two miles of a federal or private 
school that the child is eligible and able to attend;

(8) is excused by action of the school board of the district at a regular meeting or 
by the district superintendent subject to approval by the school board of the 
district at the next regular meeting;

(9) has completed the 12th grade;
(10) is enrolled in

(A)a state boarding school established under AS 14.16; or
(B)a full-time program of correspondence study approved by the 

department, whether it is the district or the centralized correspondence 
program;

(11) is equally well served by an educational experience approved by the school 
board as serving the child’s educational interests despite an absence from 
school, and the request for excuse is made in writing by the child’s parents or 
guardian and approved by the principal or administrator of the school that the 
child attends;

(12) is being educated in the child’s home by a parent or legal guardian.
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