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SB 104 -  Aid For Volunteer Services 
Sponsor Statement

SB 104 revises current statutes so that payments would be provided to 
volunteer fire departments and emergency medical service (EMS) 
organizations that are under 2,500 in population served. The current 
program pertains only to volunteer fire departments and is further restricted 
to only those volunteer fire departments in the unorganized area.
There are a number of small, volunteer fire departments and EMS groups 
in Alaska that are within an organized borough, but receive either very 
limited or no financial support from the state or their respective borough or 
applicable municipality. Most of the EMS organizations are the only 
responder available for vehicle accidents along state highways, providing 
ambulatory services to resident and tourist alike.
This legislation would allow:
Any volunteer fire department to receive state aid if:
(1) it is registered with the State Fire Marshall and
(2) is serving an area with a population of less than 2,500.
Any EMS to receive state aid if:
(1) it is certified to provide EMS;
(2) it provides ambulance services; and
(3) serves an area with a population of less than 2,500.
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SB 104 -  State Aid for Volunteer Services 
Sectional Analysis

Section 1: Amends AS 29.20.640(b) by inserting statutory reference
to new sections created by this bill.
Section 2: Amends AS 219.45.020 by inserting statutory reference to
new sections created by this bill.
Section 3: Amends AS 29.45.660(b) by inserting statutory reference
to new sections created by this bill.
Section 4: Amends AS 29.60.130 by:
1. changing “volunteer fire departments” to “volunteer services”;
2. deleting language that requires aid to only those “not in an organized 

municipality" and inserts new language of “with a population of less 
than 2,500”;

Section 5: Amends AS 29.60.130 by inserting new subsection that:
(a) authorizes payment of $10 per capita for population served by 

emergency medical service organization if the organization:
1. is certified by the state;
2. provides ambulance services; and
3. serves an area with a population of less than 2,500.

(b) directs payments to reflect area cost-of-living differentials; and
(c) establishes the “volunteer services” account; directs the department o 

allocate to the account and provides for a pro rata distribution among 
recipients.
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Section 6: Amends AS 29.60.170 by revising certain statute citations
to reflect the changes in this bill.
Section 7: Amends AS 29.60.280(a) (Allocation and Distribution
section) to add the reference to the new volunteer services program.
Section 8: Amends AS 29.60.280(b) (Allocation and Distribution
section) to add the reference to the new volunteer services program and 
new language requiring that any excess appropriation be reallocated to the 
tax equalization account and distributed accordingly.
Section 9: Amends AS 29.60.290(a) by inserting statutory reference
to the new volunteer services program.
Section 10: Amends AS 29.60.2.90(c) by inserting statutory reference
to the new volunteer services program.
Section 11: Effective date of the legislation.
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R e g i s t e r e d  V F D s  P r o v i d i n g  E s t i m a t e d
F i r e  S e r v ic e  to  <  2 ,5 0 0  P o p u l a t i o n  S e r v e d

A d a k  F ire  D e p a r tm e n t 163
A n d e rso n  V F D /E M S 5 8 8
B e a r  C re e k  V o lu n te e r  F i re  &  E M S 1,514
B ris to l B a y  B o ro u g h  V F D 1,224
C an tw e ll  V F D 173
C h is to c h in a  V F D 54
C h it in a  V F D 150
C la m  G u lch  V F D 113
C o ffm a n  C o v e  V F D 2 0 0
C ra ig  V F D 2 ,1 2 4
D en al i  N a t ’l P a rk  F ire  D e p t . 162
D i l l in g h a m  V F D 2 ,4 0 0
E a a le  V F D•J 2 07
E d n a  B a y  V F D 4 9
E g e g ik  V F D 123
E lf in  C o v e  V F D 55
E H m  V F D 3 1 6
E s te r  V F D 1,898
F a lse  P ass  V F D 73
G a k o n a  V F D 2S1
G ird w o o d  V F D /R e sc u e 1,900
G u s ta v u s  E m e rg e n c y  R e s p o n s e 3 7 6
H a in e s  V F D 1,808
H o u s to n  V F D 951
H y d a b u rg  V F D 3 8 9
I l ia m n a  V F D 9 6
K a k e  V F D 7 0 2
K a saa n  V F D 4 4
K in g  C o v e  F ire  &  R escu e 671
K o n g ig a n a k  V F D 35 7
K w ig i l l in g o k  V F D 3 4 2
M c C a r th y  V F D 37
M c G ra th  V F D 4 0 8
M o o se  P a ss  V F D 118
N e n a n a  V F D 4 5 2
N e w h a le n  V F D 1S3
N in ilch ik  V F D 7 2 8
N orth  Po le  V F D 1,557
N u n a p i tc h u k  V F D 4 8 0
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Registered VFDs Providing Estimated
Fire Service to < 2,500 Population Served

O ld  H a rb o r  V F D 2 57
Pelican  V F D 135
Po in t  B a k e r  V F D 57
Port A le x a n d e r  V F D 9 0
P ort  L io n s  V F D 2 46
R u b y  V F D 179
R ural D e l ta n a  F ire  P ro tec tio n  D is tr ic t 2 ,2 2 6
S an d  P o in t  V F D S71
S a v o o n g a  V F D 652
S e ld o v ia  V F D 291
S h o re lin e  V F D 532
S k a g w a y  V F D 880
S o u th  T o n g a s s  V F D 1,750
St. G e o rg e  V F D 164
S utton  V F D 1,047
T a k o tn a  V F D 4 6
T a lk c e tn a  V F D 1,443
T e n a k e e  S p r in g s  V F D 105
T h o m e  B ay  V F D 603
T o k  V F D 1,611
T r i -V a l ley  V F D 643
T w in  H ills  V F D S3
U n a la k le c t  V F D 757
W h a le  P ass  V F D 75
W h ite  M o u n ta in  V F D 207
W illo w  F ire  S e rv ic e  A rea 1,824
W o m e n s  B ay  V F D 524
Total Population Served 40,764



Certifed EM Ss Providing Estimated
Ambulance Service to < 2,500 Population Served

Aciuk F ire  D e p a r tm e n t 163
A n c h o r  P o in t  V F D  a n d  F ire  R e sc u e 1,258
A n d e rs o n  V F D /E M S 5S8
A n ia k  V F D 5 9 4
B e a r  C re e k  V o lu n te e r  F ire  &  E M S 1,514
Bris tol B a y  V o lu n te e r  R escu e  S q u a d 1,224
C an tw e ll  V o lu n te e r  A m b u la n c e 173
C o ld  B a y  V o lu n te e r  R e s c u e  S q u a d 104
C o o p e r  L a n d in g  V o lu n te e r  A m b u la n c e /R e s c u e 3 0 2
C o p p e r  R iv e r  E M S  C o u nc i l 1 ,520
C ra ig  E M S 2 ,1 2 4
D elta  R e s c u e  S q u a d 1,431
D il l in g h a m  V F D 2 ,4 0 0
E ag le  E M S 2 07
Fo rt  Y u k o n  E M S 5 6 5
G a le n a  H ea l th  C e n te r 5 9 2
G ird w o o d  E M S 1 ,900
H ain es  V F D 1,808
H ollis  E M S 9 7
H o o n a h  V o lu n te e r  E M S 8 8 0
K ake  E M S 7 0 2
K ing  C o v e  V o lu n te e r  F i re  &  R escu e 671
K la w o c k  E M S 7 5 0
M e tiak a l la  V F D /A m b u la n c e 1,499
M o o se  P ass  V F D  &  E M S 118
N e n a n a  V o lu n te e r  F i re /E M S 4 5 2
N in i lc h ik  C o m m u n i ty  A m b u la n c e 7 2 8
N o rth  P o le  F ire  D e p a r tm e n t 1,557
P e lican  V o lu n te e r  F i r e /E M S 135
Port G r a h a m  E M S 181
P rince  o f  W a le s  E M S 1,432
S a lc h a  R escu e 3 6 3
S e ld o v ia  V o lu n te e r  F i re  &  R escu e 291
S k a g w a y  V F D  &  E M S SSO
St. G e o rg e  E M S 164
T o k  A re a  E M S 1,282
T r i -V a l le y  V F D 6 4 3
W h it t ie r  V o lu n te e r  A m b u la n c e 28 9
Total Population Served 31,581
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