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Finance Committee considered SENATE BILL NO. 102
SOCIAL SECURITY # & DRIVERS LICENSES

"An Act relating to the information required in an application for, and to display of social security numbers on, 
certain licenses and instructional permits; and providing for an effective date."
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FISCAL NOTE

R E P O R T E D  O U T

1 3 2001

SENATE FINANCE 
COMMITEE

STATE OF ALASKA
2001 LEGISLATIVE SESSION

Revision Dale/Time (Note if correction);
Title: An act relating to the information required
in an application for; and to display of social security.

Fiscal Note Number: 
Bill Version:
(S) Publish Date:

Dept. Affected:
^BRU: _____
Component:______

1
SB 102
2/28/01

Administration
Motor Vehicles

Sponsor:
Requester:

Senator Therriault 
S (STA)

Expenditures/Revenues

Component Number: 

(Thousands o f Dollars)

2348

Note: Amounts do not include inflation unless otherwise noted below.
OPERATING EXPENDITURES FY 2002 FY 2003 FY 2004 FY 2005 FY 2006 FY 2007
Personal Services 
Travel 
Contractual 
Supplies 
Equipment 
Land & Structures 
Grants & Claims 
Miscellaneous

TOTAL OPERATING 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

CAPITAL EXPENDITURES I I I

CHANGE IN REVENUES { ) |

FUND SOURCE (Thousands of Dollars)
1002 Federal Receipts
1003 GF Match
1004 GF
1005 GF/Program Receipts 
1037 GF/Mcntal Health 
Other (Specify Type)

TOTAL 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

Estimate of any current yoar (FY2001) cost: 0.0
POSITIONS
Full-time
Part-time
Temporary

ANALYSIS: (Attach a separata pago if nocossary)

This bill will have no fiscal impact on DMV. Procedures contained in this bill havo already been implemented by DMV administrative 
policy.

Prepared by: 
Division

Approved by: 
Agency

(Rov t«6/IOQOOI.'B)

Charles K. Hosack Phono 269-5559
Motor Vehicles Date/Time 2/23/2001 1:00:00 PM
Jim Duncan, Commissioner Date 2/23/01
Department of Administration
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Bill Number: *3 6  l o Z  3 / 1 2/OI
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Logged In By: f^ in d M

A M E N D M E N T  C J

OFFERED IN THE SENATE ct m .  U l i l k w

TO: SB 102

- SENATE FINANCE

1 Page 2. following line 20:

2 Insert a new bill section to read:

3 "* Sec. 3. AS 28.33.100(b) is amended to read:

4 (b) In addition to the information required under AS 28.15.111, a commercial

5 driver's license shall include information determined by the United States Secretary of

6 Transportation to be appropriate to identify the licensee [, INCLUDING THE

7 LICENSEE'S SOCIAL SECURITY NUMBER]."

8

9 Renumber the following bill sections accordingly.

L -I-
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rN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA 

TWENTY-SECOND LEGISLATURE - FIRST SESSION

BY THE SENATE ™NANCE COM M ITTEE

Offered:
Referred:

Sponsor(s): SENATORS THERRIAULT, Phillips, Leman, Green, Kelly, Taylor, W ard, Cowdery, Wilken

A BILL 

FOR AN ACT ENTITLED 

"An Act relating to the information required in an application for, and to display of 

social security numbers on, certain licenses and instructional permits; and providing for 

an effective date."

BE IT ENACTED BY T1IE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

* Section 1. AS 28.15.061(b) is amended to read:

(b) An application under (a) o f this section must

(1) contain the applicant's full name, [SOCIAL SECURITY 

NUMBER,] date and place o f birth, sex, and mailing and residence addresses;

(2) state whether the applicant has been previously licensed as a driver 

and, if  so, when and by what jurisdiction;

(3) state whether any previous driver’s license issued to the applicant 

has ever been suspended or revoked or whether an application for a driver's license has 

ever been refused and, if  so, the date of and reason for the suspension, revocation, or 

refusal; [AND]

CS FOR SENATE BILL NO. I02(FIN)

-1- CSSB 102(FIN)
New T e x c  U n d e r l in e d  (DELETED TEXT BRACKETED]
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(4) contain the applicant's social security number: this paragraph 

does not apply to a person who affirms bv sworn affidavit that the person has not 

been issued a social security number; and

(5) contain other information that the department may reasonably 

require to determine the applicant's identity, competency, and eligibility.

* Sec. 2. AS 28.15.111(a) is amended to read:

(a) Upon successful completion of the application and all required 

examinations, and upon payment o f the required fee, the department shall issue to 

every qualified applicant a driver's license indicating the type or general class o f 

vehicles that u e  licensee may drive. The license must display (1) a distinguishing 

number assigned to the license; (2) the licensee's full name, address, date o f birth, 

brief physical description, and color photograph; (3) either a facsimile o f the signature 

o f the licensee or a space upon which the licensee m ust write the licensee's usual 

signature with pen and ink; (4) a holographic symbol intended to prevent illegal 

alteration or duplication; and (5) for a qualified applicant who is under age 21, the 

words "UNDER 21". Except as provided under AS 28.33.100(1)) for a commercial 

di iver's license, a [A] license mnv not display the licensee's social security 

number and is not valid until signed by the licensee. If  facilities are not available for 

tne taking o f  the photograph required under this section, the department shall endorse 

on the license, the words "valid without photograph."

* Sec. 3. AS 28.33.100(b) is amended to read:

(b) In addition to the information required under AS 28.15.111, a commercial 

driver's license shall include information determ inH  by the United States Secretary o f 

Transportation »o be appropriate to identify the licensee [, INCLUDING THE 

LICENSEE'S SOCIAL SECURITY NUMBER].

* Sec. 4. The uncodified law o f the State o f Alaska is amended by adding a new section to 
read:

APPLICABILITY. Section 2 o f this Act applies to a driver’s license that is issued or 

renewed on or after the effective date o f this Act.

* Sec. 5. This Act takes effect immediately under AS 01.10.070(c).

•jJr)

CSS 13 102(FJN) -2-
New T e x t  U n d e r l in e d  (DELETED TEXT BRACKETED]



SENATE FINANCE COMMITTEE
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OFFICIAL BUSINESS

S e n a t e

O f f i c e  o f  d i e  S e c r e f a a y

A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t n r e

STATE CAPITOL. ROOM 213 JUNEAU. ALASKA 998C1 -1182 (907) 46S-3701 
FAX: 465-2832 EMAIL: sonale_occrelaiy0legisstalo.al<.us

FOR YOUR IMMED1A TE A TTENTION

DATE: March 13,2001

TO: Finance Committee
(Mindy/Cadie - Room 520)

FROM: Office o f the Senate Secretary

SUBJ: Fisca. Iote(s)

Please fasten the attached fiscal note(s) to the inside cover o f the blue Committee 
file currently in your Committee.

Thank you.

Attachment
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§ 3 8 3 .1 5 3  I n f o r m a t io n  o n  t h e  d o c u m e n t  a n d  a p p l i c a t i o n .

(a) All CDLs shall contain the following infoimation:

(a )(1 ) The prominent statement that the license is a "Commercial Driver's License" 
or "CDL," except as specified in 383 .1 5 3 (b ) .

(a )(2 ) The full name, signature, and mailing address of the person to whom such 
license is issued;

(a)(3) Physical and other information to identify and describe such person including 
date of birth (month, day, and -ear), sex, and height;

(a )(4 ) Color photograph of the driver;

(a )(5 ) The driver's State license number;

(a )(6 ) The name of the State which issued the license;

(a )(7 ) 'i he date of issuance and the date of expiration of he license;

(a )(8 ) The group or groups of commercial motor vehicle(s) that the driver is 
authorized to operate, indicated as follows:

(a)(8)(i) A for Coml -ation Vehicle;

(a)(8)(ii) B for Heavy Straight Vehicle; and

(a)(8)(iii) C for Small Vehicle.
(a )(9 ) The endorsement(s) for which the driver has qualified, if any, indicated as 
follows:
(a)(9)(i) for double/triple trailers;
(a)(9)(ii) P for passenger;

(a)(9)(iii) N for tank vehicle;
(a)(9)(iv) H for hazardous materials;

provided by 
S e n a t o r  G e n e  T h e r r i a u l t

l of2 3/8/01 11:19 AN
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Q  D O T

(a)(9)(v) X lor a  c o m b in a t io n  of th e  tan k  v eh ic le  a n d  h a z a r d o u s  m a te r ia ls  
e n d o r s e m e n t s ;  a n d

(a)(9)(vi) At th e  d iscre tion  of th e  S ta te ,  addit in  ,->l c o d e s  for addit ional g ro u p in g s  of 
e n d o r s e m e n t s ,  a s  long a s  e a c h  s u c h  d isc re t io n a ry  c o d e  is fully ex p la in e d  o n  tn e  
front o r  b a c k  of th e  C DL d o c u m e n t .

(b) If th e  CDL is a  N o n re s id e n t  CDL, it sha ll  c o n ta in  th e  p ro m in en t  s t a t e m e n t  tha t  th e  
l icen se  is a  " N o n res id en t  C o m m e rc ia l  Driver's L icense"  or  "Nonrp idcn t  CDL." T h e  
w ord  "N onres iden t"  m u s t  b e  c o n s p ic u c u s ly  a n d  un m is tak ab ly  d isp layed ,  but m a y  b e  
n o n c o n t ig u o u s  with th e  w o rd s  "C om m erc ia l  Driver 's L icense"  or  "CDL."

(c) If th e  S ta te  h a s  i s s u e d  th e  ap p l ic a n t  a n  air b r a k e  restriction a s  spec if ied  in 
3 8 3 .9 5 . tha t  restriction m u s t  b e  ind ica ted  on  th e  l icense .

(d) E x c ep t  in th e  c a s e  of a  N o n re s id e n t  CDL:

(d)(1) A driver  ap p lica n t  m u s t  p rov ide  h is /h e r  S oc ia l  Secu r ity  N u m b e r  on  tne  
applica tion  of a  CDL; a n d

(d)(2) T h e  S ta te  m u s t  p rov ide  th e  Soc ial  S ecu r i ty  N u m b e r  to the  CDLIS.

DO T  H o m e  | F e d e ra l  Motor C arr ie r  S a fe ty  Adm inistrat ion  | F e e d b a c k  
Uniled Slates Department of Transportation - Federal Motor Carrier Safety Administration
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aiders “air over hydraulic" brakes to be air brakes un­
der FMVSS 12 L

Question 32 May a State issue a restriction to a 
driver who passes the air brake knowledge tost and 
the skills test in a vehicle equipped with an air-or ex- 
hydraulic brake system that limita the driver to oper­
ate only vehicles equipped with an air-over-hydraulic 
airbrake system?

Guidance: Yes. A State may issue the additional re­
striction, provided it is fully explained on the CDL 
This would give a State the option to allow a driver 
who teste in u vehicle equipped with an oir-ovar-hy- 
draulic brake system (rather than a full air brake sys­
tem) to operate a vehicle equipped with either a hy­
draulic or nrr-over-hydruulic brake system, while 
restricting them from operating vehicles equipped 
with a full air brake system.

Question 4t May a driver with an air brake restric­
tion on his or her CDL operate a CMV equipped with 
a hydraulic braking system that has an air-assisted 
parking brake release?

Guidance: Yes. The air brake restriction applies 
only to the principal braking system used to atop the 
vehicle. 5383.95(b) ia not applicable to an air-assisted 
mechanism to release the parking brake.
5383.131 Test Procedure*

Question 1: Are there any Federal regulations 
which require the States to retain for a specified peri­
od of time the CDL knowledge tests (or the test re­
sults) used to tost CMY drivers?

Guidance: No, there are no Federal regulations re  
gsu ding such record retention.
5383,133 Testing Methods

Question 1: May States administer the CDL 
knowledge and endorsement test in foreign languages 
or in othor than a written format?

Guidance: Y«.
Question 2: Do the Federal standards limit the 

number of times a driver may taka a test If he or she 
fails?

Guidance: The rule does not limit the number of 
times a driver may take a test.

Question. 3: Is a State allowed to provide for an al­
ternative tost (e.g., oral) or administer an alternate 
exam format providing the test meets FHWA require­
ments?

Guidance: Yas. The knowledge portion of the test 
may be administered in written form, verbally, in au­
tomated formats, or otherwise at the discretion of the 
State.
{383.153 Information on tho Document and Ap­

plication
Question L  May a Stats use the residence address 

as opposed to the mailing address on the CDL?
Guidance: Ye*.
Question 2; May a State issue temporary nonphato 

CDLs?
Guidance: Yas, as long as:
a. the State does not liberalise any existing proce­

dures for issuing nonphoto licenses; and

b. the State does not allow covers to operate CMVs 
indefinitely without a CDL which meets all the stan­
dards of {383.153.

Question 3: May a State choose to implement a 
drrvwr license system involving multinlo part license 
documents?

Guidance: Yes. A two or more pert document, aa 
currently used in some States, is acceptable, provided:

a. All of the documents must bo protont to consti­
tute a “license,-*

b. Each document is explicitly “tied" to the other 
documentCa), and to a single driver's record. Each doc­
ument must indicate that tho driver is licensed as a 
CMV driver, If that ia the case; and

c. The multipart license document includes all of 
the data elements specified in part 393, subpart J.

Question 4: If the State restricts, the CDL driving 
privilege, must that restriction be shown on tho li­
cense?

Guidance: Yes.-— — i.—r.

I

Question 3: Is a State required to show the driv­
er's SSN on the CDL?

Guidance: No. §383.153 does not specify the SSN as 
a reouired element of the CDL document although the 
regulation does require a driver applicant who is do­
miciled in the U.S. to provide hia or her SSN on the 
CDL application.

XfuattSfC  & is a State prohibited from issuing a 
CDL to an applicant who, for religions rontons, does 
not possess an SSN?

Guidance: No. The determination of whether a pe- 
son needs an SSN is left up to the Social Security Ad­
ministration.

Question 3: Is a color-digitized image of a driver 
acceptable for purposes of a CDL?

Guidance: Yes. The FHWA will accept a color-digi­
tized image of a driver on a CDL in lieu of a color 
photograph.

Special Topics — Motor Coaches and CDL
Question 1: May a State develop a knowledge test 

exclusively for motorcoach operators which excludes 
cargo handling and hazsrdoos materials?

Guidance: Yes, A State could develop a basic knowl­
edge tevt for bus driver* only, by deleting the cargo 
handling and HM questions from its norms! basic 
knowledge test. In that case, the driver applicant 
would still need to pass the specialized knowledge and 
drills tests for the passenger endorsement, and the 
State would need to restrict the CDL to passenger op­
erations only.

Question X  What skills test is required far a CDL 
holder seeking to odd a passenger endorsement?

Guidance: If  a person already holds a CDL without 
a passenger endorsement, and subsequently applies 
for such endorsement, three situations may arise:

a. The passenger test vehicle is in the some vehicle 
group as that shown on the CDL Thia situation poses 
no problem since there is no discrepancy.

b. The passenger test vehicle is in a greater vehicle 
jprcup than that shown on the preexisting CDL. This 
ia an upgrade situation. The driver and the State 
must meet the requirements of {{383.71(d) and



629 . C ommercial M otor Vehicles § 28.33.110

Sec. 28.33.100. License to drive com m ercial m otor vehicle, (a) A person may 
pot drive a commercial motor vehicle until the person applies for and is issued a license 
for that purpose under AS 28.15.041. The department may not issue a license to drive a 

‘ commercial motor vehicle unless the applicant 
. (1) is at least 19 years of age;
(2) has held a valid driver’s license at least one year before the date of application or 

meets the experience qualifications established by the department;
(3) has successfully completed all required driving tests and written and physical 

examinations;
(4) either does not have a driver’s license issued by another jurisdiction or surrenders 

all driver’s licenses issued by other jurisdictions.
"(b) Ia addition to the information required under AS 28.15.111, a commercial driver’s 

license shall include information determined by the United States Secretary of Trans­
portation to be appropriate to identify the licensee, fflekdiftg-the-ikensee'-s-social socurity 
number

(c) A person who has been a state resident for 30 days or longer may not drive a 
commercial motor vehicle under the authority of a commercial driver’s license issued by 
another jurisdiction.

(d) The licensing requirements of this section are in addition to the requirements 
imposed on a school bus driver under AS 28.15.046.

(e) The department shall disqualify a person for a period of 60 consecutive days, and 
shall reevaluate the person’s application or license to drive a commercial motor vehicle, 
if the department determines that the person knowingly provided false information 
required under

(1) this section or AS 28.15 in an application to the department for a commercial 
driver’s license; or

(2) AS 28.33.110(c) in an aoplication for employment. (§ 3 ch 53 SLA 1990; am §§ 16, 
17 ch 3 SLA 1992)

Effect of am endm en ts. — The 1992 amendment, 
effective April 1, 1992, in subsection (a), substituted 
‘drive’ for “operate" in two places in the introductory

paragraph and inserted “or meets the experience 
qualifications established by the department" in para­
graph (2); and added subsection (e).

Sec. 28.33.110. N otification requ irem ents for d rivers of com m ercial m otor 
vehicles, (a) A driver of a commercial motor vrhicle holding a commercial driver’s 
license issued by the state who is convicted of violating a federal or state law or local 
ordinance relating to motor vehicle traffic control in this or another state, or a federal, 
provincial, territorial, or municipal law relating to motor vehicle traffic control in 
Canada, other than parking violations, shall notify the driver’s employer, in writing, of 
the conviction within 30 days after the date of conviction.

(b) A driver whose operating privilege is suspended, revoked, or canceled by a state, 
who loses the privilege to operate a commercial motor vehicle in a state for any period, or 
who is disqualified from operating a commercial motor vehicle for any period, shall notify 
the driver’s employer of that fact before the end of the business day following the day the 
driver received notice of the suspension, revocation, cancellation, loss, or disqualification.

(c) A person who applies for employment as a commercial motor vehicle driver shall
(1) provide the person’s prospective employer, at the time of application for employ­

ment, with the following information for the 10 years preceding the date of application:
(A) a list of the names and addresses of employers for which the applicant was a driver 

°f a commercial motor vehicle;
(B) the dates between which the applicant drove for each employer;
(C) the reason for leaving each employer;

-  (2) certify that the information provided under this subsection is true and complete;
. ®r.d

(3) provide additional information required by the employer. (§ 3 ch 53 SLA 1990)



SENATOR 
G E N E  T HERR IA ULT

Mailing Address:
1 19 N, Cushman, Suite 101 
Fairbanks. Alaska 99701 

(907) 488-0857 
Fax: (907)483-4271

his tat J t̂ate ̂ legislature W h i l e  in sch m o ii 

State Capitet 
Juneau, Alaska 

99801-118:.' 
(907) 465-4797 

Fax: (907) 465-8884

Senate District Q

S e n a te  B ill 102:

S p o n so r:

S p o n s o r  S t a t e m e n t

“ A n a c t  r e la t in g  to  th e  in f o r m a t io n  r e q u i r e d  in  an  
a p p l ic a t io n  fo r, a n d  to  d is p la y  o f  s o c ia l  s e c u r i ty  
n u m b e rs  o n , c e r ta in  l ic e n s e s  a n d  in s t r u c t io n a l  
p e rm i ts ;  an d  p r o v id in g  fo r an  e f f e c t iv e  d a t e .”

S e n a to r  G en e  T h e r r i a u b j ^ ^ *

S en a te  Bill 102 re m o v e s  th e  social secu rity  n u m b e rs  f ro m  th e  face  o f  d r iv e rs ’ licen ses . I t  a lso  a llow s 
so m e o n e  w h o  d o e s  n o t  h av e  a social secu rity  n u m b e r  to  o b ta in  a license.

Social secu rity  n u m b e rs  p ro v id e  a g a tew ay  to  id e n d ty  th e ft. A n  id e n tif ic a tio n  ca rd , p rim a rily  a 
d riv e r’s licen se , is o f te n  u sed  fo r  c h eck  ca sh in g , b o a rd in g  p la n e s , a n d  o th e r  id c n d f ic a d o n  p u rp o se s . 
By re m o v in g  th is  u n iq u e  n u m b e r  f ro m  th e  d r iv e r’s license , SB 102 a tte m p ts  to  p re s e rv e  th e  p rivacy  
o f  e a c h  A lask an . W h ile  th e  socia l secu rity  n u m b e r  is still re q u ire d  o n  th e  a p p lic a tio n  fo r  a d r iv e r’s 
license , le a rn e r’s p e rm it , an d  s ta te  id c n d f ic a d o n , i t  w o u ld  n o  lo n g e r  b e  d isp lay ed  o n  th e  ac tu a l ca rd .

SB 102 also  p la ces  in  s ta tu te  a c u r re n t p o licy  rc c e n d y  a d o p te d  by th e  D e p a r tm e n t  o f  M o to r  V eh ic les. 
I f  a  p e rs o n  d o e s  n o t  h a v e  a social secu rity  n u m b e r , (s )h e  can  sign  a sw o rn  a ff id a v it re g a rd in g  th e ir  
s ta tu s  a n d  b e  g ra n te d  a license. In  th e  p a s t, th e  S ta te  o f  A lask a  d id  n o t  g ra n t  a  licen se  i f  an  a p p lic a n t 
d id  n o t  h a v e  a soc ia l secu rity  n u m b e r.

R e c o g n iz in g  th e  d es ire  to  p ro te c t  th e  id en tifies  o f  A lask an  re s id e n ts , I h a v e  d ra f te d  th is  bill w ith  an  
im m e d ia te  e ffe c tiv e  d a te . T h e  D M V  h as  th e  tech n o lo g ica l cap ab ility  to  p re v e n t  so c ia l secu rity  
n u m b e rs  f ro m  a p p e a r in g  o n  id c n d f ic a d o n  c a rd s  an d  licenses; n o  e q u ip m e n t c h a n g e  w o u ld  b e  
necessary .

U n d e r  SB 102, all c u r r e n t  licenses will rem a in  valid . T h e  c h a n g e  a ffe c ts  th o s e  is su ed  a f te r  th e  
c ffc c d v c  da te .

Email: Senalor_GGno_ThQfriault<S>lagls.stntG ak u»



SENATOR 
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Mailing Address:
119 N. Cushman. Suite 101 
Fairbanks. Alaska 99701 

(907) 488-0857 
Fax: (907) 488-4271

S e n a te  B ill 102:

S p o n so r :

S e c t i o n a l

S e c tio n  1 c larifies th a t a  socia l secu rity  n u m b e r  is still necessary ' o n  a d r iv e r ’s licen se  a p p lic a tio n  as 
re q u ire d  b y  federa l law . I f  a  p e rs o n  d o c s  n o t  h av e  a social se c u rity  n u m b e r , (s)hc  c an  sign  a sw o rn  
a ff id av it re g a rd in g  th e ir  s ta tu s  a n d  be g ra n te d  a license. In  th e  p a s t, th e  S ta te  o f  A lask a  d id  n o t  g ra n t 
a  licen se  i f  an  a p p lic a n t d id  n o t  h a v e  a social security ' n u m b e r.

S e c tio n  2 re m o v e s  th e  social secu rity  n u m b e r  fro m  th e  face o f  a d r iv e r ’s licen se . Social S ecu rity  
n u m b e rs  w o u ld  a lso  b e  re m o v e d  fro m  le a rn e rs ’ p e rm its  a n d  s ta te  id e n tif ic a tio n  ca rd s , w h ich  arc 
p ro c e s se d  by  th e  D e p a r tm e n t o f  M o to r  V eh ic les  as w ell.

S e c tio n  3 c la rifies th a t all c u r r e n t  licenses will rem a in  valid .

S e c tio n  4  p ro v id e s  an  im m e d ia te  e ffec tiv e  da te .

JMaska Ji>iate legislature W h ile  ill se ss io n  

State Capitol 
Juneau, Alaska 

99801-1182 
(907) 465-4797 

Fax: (907) 465-3884

j ^ c u a t e
Senate District Q

“ A n a c t  r e la t in g  to  th e  in f o r m a t io n  r e q u ir e d  in  an  
a p p l ic a t io n  fo r, a n d  to  d is p la y  o f  s o c ia l  s e c u r i ty  
n u m b e rs  o n , c e r ta in  l ic e n s e s  a n d  in s t r u c t io n a l  
p e r m i ts ;  a n d  p r o v id in g  fo r an  e f fe ^ h f 'c  d a t e .”

S e n a to r  G en e  T h c r r ia u l

Email: Sonntor_Gono_Therriault'tflogis.state.ak.us



PIQ-9905 Inclusion of Social Security Nu...License Applications and Other Documents http://www.acf.dhhs.gov/programs/csc/pol/piq-9905.htm

U.S. Depanment o f Health and Human Services 
Administration for Children £: Families 
Office of Child Support Enforcement

PIQ-99-05 

DATE: July 14, 1999

TO: State IV-D Directors and Regional Program Managers

FROM : David Gray Ross 
Commissioner
Office of Child Support Enforcement

RE: Inclusion of Social Security Numbers on License Applications and Other Documents

It has come to our attention that there is some confusion regarding the issue of inclusion of social security 
numbers on license applications and other documents.

Section 466(a)(13) of the Social Security Act ( Act) requires States to implement procedures requiring that 
the social security num bers; ?f any applicant for a professional, driver’s, occupational, recreational or 
marriage license be recorded on in ' apoR.uiion. In addition, section 466(a)(13) of the Act requires 
procedures requiring that the social security number(s) of any individual subject to a divorce decree, 
support order or paternity determination or acknowledgment be placed in the records relating to the matter 
and that the social security number(s) of any individual who has died be place in the death records and 
recorded on the death certificate. Some States have asked how this requirement applies to those applicants 
or individuals that do not have social security numbers.

We interpret the statutory language in section 466(a)(13) of the Act to require that States have procedures 
which require an individual to furnish any social security number that he or she may have. Section 
466(a)(13) of the Act does not require that an individual have a social security number as a condition of 
receiving a license, etc. We would advise States to require persons who wish to apply for a license who do 
not have social security numbers to submit a sworn affidavit, under penalty of perjury, along with their 
application stating that they do not have a social security number. Such an affidavit should also be 
required for divorce, support or paternity matters where an individual indicates that he or she does not 
have a social security number or in death cases where a family member, next of kin indicates that the 
deceased did not have a social security number.

This is consistent with the position we '.ook in PIQ-97-04 regarding the requirement for inclusion of social 
security numbers on voluntary paternity acknowledgement affidavits. In PIQ-97-04 we stated that, 
although section 452(a)(7) of the Act specified that the social security number of each parent is one of the 
minimum requirements of an affidavit to be used for the voluntary acknowledgment of paternity, the 
omission of one or both of the social security numbers would not invalidate the acknowledgment.

If you have questions regarding this subject, please contact Jan Rothstein of my staff at (202) 401-5073.

2/21/01 9:45 AM

http://www.acf.dhhs.gov/programs/csc/pol/piq-9905.htm
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