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OPERATING EXPENDITURES FY 2002 FY 2003 FY 2004 FY 2005 FY 2006 FY 2007
Personal Services
Travel
Contractual
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ANALYSIS: (Attach a separata page it necessary)

Currently, the department Is charged, by state statuto, to administer the stale's Gifted Education program This fega'ation clarifies 
Ihe state's responsibilities rotating lo the Gifted Education program. Although the legislation does not add new responsibilities, the 
department has not had the resources to meet the requirements. Federal special education (undi cannot be used lor this purpose 
Tho department has requested an incroment ot $177,700 In general funds w the FY20C2 budget for the Division of Teaching and 
Learning Support, Special and Supplemental Services Component lo cover the costs tor admmislenng this program
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January 15. 2001

The Honorable Brian Porter 
Speaker o f the House 
Alaska State Legislature 
State Capitol 
Juneau. AK 99801-1182

Dear Speaker Porter:

Alaska’s responsibility for providing quality educational services for our children extends 
to all children, including those with unique educational needs. 1 transmit today a bill 
clarifying the state’s role in the education of our exceptional children.

In 1997, Congress authorized amendments to the Individuals with Disabilities Education 
Act (IDEA). The subsequent federal regulations related to the IDEA took effect in Ma\ 
1999. This bill amends inconsistent components ol our state statutes to bring Alaska into 
compliance with these current federal special education mandates, including emphasizing 
the participation of parents in making decisions relating to special education eligibility 
and services.

An important protection provided to both school districts and children with disabilities is 
the due process hearing. This bill clarifies the procedures for requesting a due process 
hearing and streamlines the process for selecting a hearing officer by having the 
Department of Education and Early Development (department) randomly assign officers 
from a list maintained by the department. These procedures will help due process 
hearings be completed in a fair and timely fashion.

Alaska law presently requires that a school district provide special education services to 
children with disabilities who reside in the district. State law also exempts children from 
attending public school if children arc enrolled in an alternative education program. This 
has resulted in confusion regarding which school district orothei educational agency is 
responsible for providing special education services when children are enrolled in
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alternate programs. This bill addresses this problem by providing for allocation of the 
responsibilities and coordination of the provision of special education services among the 
various educational agencies.

Present state law provides a combined program of services for gifted children and for 
children with disabilities. The detailed requirements o f the federal IDEA and the federal 
program financing apply only to the state's educational programs for children with 
disabilities; federal money for the IDEA may not be used for programs for gifted 
children. To be consistent with federal requirements, this bill separates statutes regarding 
special education requirements for children with disabilities from those regarding 
requirements for gifted children. However, the bill maintains procedural safeguards for 
both programs.

As part o f Alaska's commitment to quality education for all children, including children 
with disabilities and gifted children. I urge your prompt and favorable action on this bill.

Sincerely.




