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From: Ronald L. Smith 
P.O. Box 80272 
Fairbanks, AK 99708 
3655 Rosie Creek Rd. 
ffrls@uaf.edu 
479-4644

Re: Current status of proposed state operating budget

I am submitting my opinions by FAX because there will be many others who will 
wish to call in and time will be limited for everyone to register their opinions. I am 
responding to the general tone of the legislative deliberations so far this session and, more 
specifically, to the comments made by State Commissioners as reported in the Fairbanks 
Daily News Miner Wednesday April 17, Section B, pages 1-2.

T o  say that I am upset and really fed up with the Republican majority-led slashing 
of the State’s operating budgets for the past four or five years would be a massive 
understatement. It appears that the Republican majority consists primarily of a group of 
mean-spirited, self-serving reactionaries. Overall, they appear to wish we lived in a third- 
world country free from the burden of paying for the amenities of civilization. Certainly, 
we appear to be rapidly moving toward third-world status based on the cuts that appear to 
be coming at the end of the legislative session. I bet most third-world countries that are 
interested in attracting tourists have restaurant inspection programs. Inspections arc as 
much a matter of public safety as is appropriate levels of law enforcement. How can 
anyone honestly tout Alaska as a tourist destination when the State doesn’t even inspect its 
own restaurants? If the restaurant inspection goes away I’m thinking seriously about 
paying for a large advertisement in the New York Times informing their readers that Alaska 
doesn’t care enough about the safety of tourists to continue restaurant inspections. It is 
more important that each Alaskan receive a lot of free money, not pay state income taxes or 
state sales taxes than it is to protect the health of visitors and residents. That should play 
well in the lower 48!

W e don’t have appropriate law enforcement either, thanks to cuts to the State of 
Alaska operating budget made by previous wrong-headed legislators. Now, according to 
the News Miner, we can look forward to losing four more State Troopers from the interior. 
Maybe the Slate Legislators should have their houses broken into, as we did several years 
ago, and have no trooper ever show up to get our story directly. Maybe the legislators 
should have a party at their homes, have someone drive by, put five bullet holes in a 
guest’s car and have overworked, out-of-sorts troopers show up and be rude, arrogant and 
belligerent to the V IC T IM S  of the crime rather than the perpetrators. This actually 
happened to me and my friends. We need more and better law enforcement in Alaska, 
especially the interior, not less. Further cuts to the Division of Public Safety are 
U N A C C E P T A B L E .

W hat is the sense of closing Alaska State Parks? The tourism industry is crying for 
help and you people want tc stop restaurant inspections and close Slate Parks! Don’t 
bother maintaining state roads cither. That way, tourists can destroy their cars hitting 
chuck holes, tell all their friends and relatives back home and, consequently, tourism will 
take a real nose-dive. Cutting the restaurant inspection program and closing the state p irks 
is U N A C C E P T A B L E . The only logically consistent thing I ’ve heard so far is cutting 
the $2 million to promote tourism. If the state isn’t going to insure their safety and 
enjoyment of Alaska, don’t get them up here in the first place.

How about promoting or assisting a forest products industry in the interior? How 
better to stifle that industry than by cutting back or. the Forestry Division, the agency that 
develops and administers timber sales? Cutting the Division of Forestry is

To: All members of the Alaska Legislature
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U N A C C E PTA B L E. Of course, the stock answer from conservative legislators is that 
there is so much waste in these State Agencies. In my opinion, the most wasteful aspect of 
the entire State Government is the State Legislature. Here is an idea for an unfunded 
mandate that would save the state $37 million. Quit funding the State Legislature! 
Legislators shouldn’t get a salary, per diem or travel expenses. You can all serve for 
g ra l i s .J ik e a n u m b e ro f  programs or activities you have passed into State Law but for 
which you provided no funds.

I spent 31 years teaching and doing research at the University of Alaska Fairbanks. 
The University system is one of the significant money-makers for the slate of Alaska while 
providing a tremendous1'/ valuable set of educational services. Not fully funding the 
University system is shortsighted and costs the state millions of dollars in lost income and 
economic development. If the legislature were really compelled to cut waste it would direct 
the UA system to ePminate satellite campuses in rural communities; the cost per credit hour 
out there is astronoi nical. What? Not politically expedient to talk about whacking rural 
communities? Where is your courage; don’t you really want to cut the waste? Cutting the 
UA system budget (by flat funding) is U N A C C EPTA BLE.

All the wrangling in the legislature over the exact type of in a d e q u a te  tax to impose 
on the citizens of the state has really been tiring. Inadequate because it w on’t raise enough 
money to cover the presumed shortfall. Of course, every legislator hears from the most 
vociferous constituents, all of whom want to pay nothing or next to nothing for all the 
services they claim they don’t really get. There are a lot of us who arc ready to pay for the 
services one would expect to receive while living in a civilized society. I looked at the 
budget worksheet provided in a recent update letter by Rep. John Davies. I didn’t respond 
then but I am now. I think the PFD should be cut in half, making available revenues of 
about $500 million. 1 think there should be a statewide sales tax of at least 2% and a 
statewide income tax of at least 2% of the federal tax. Objections about those fat cats who 
pay no federal income tax getting away without paying state income tax? Levee the state 
tax as a proportion of the gross adjusted income (1040, page 2, top line) instead of the 
actual federal tax paid. We need to start thinking out of the box hero! These measures 
would almost completely cover the presumed shortfall. I think there will be a huge outcry 
from a minority of pe - pie. Those people arc always free to move to another slate...where 
their tax burden will be much higher than Alaska’s with these new measures in place.
Their places will be take” by others willing to live in the last frontier, pay their share and 
have some of the evidences of civilization.

It occurs to me that most of what I’ve heard from the last five or more legislatures is 
their desire to promote economic development in the state of Alaska. It also occurs to me 
that, with the single exception of oil exploration and development, the legislature seems to 
be behaving in a way to accomplish exactly the opposite. W ho would want to move to a 
state where restaurants aren’t inspected, state parks arc closed, the streets and roads are not 
maintained, homes and businesses are unsafe and unprotected, the tourism industry is 
hamstrung, the forestry products industry is hamstrung, sustained fisheries and hunting 
opportunities are hamstrung by cuts to ADF&G...Does this sound like an inviting picture?
I don’t think so. What good is all that free money (PFD check) if you feel someone coul J 
walk into your home (or stop your car) and take it and no public safety officers would 
EVER show up?

Finding solutions to our state’s problems requires real leadership. Leadership 
sometimes requires leaders to make agonizing decisions that aren’t going to be popular with 
sonic o f  their constituents but which are necessary for the good of all. Finding a long-term 
budget solution is one of those cases. Pulling off or ignoring a long-term solution is 
UNACCEPTABLE.



TO:

FROM:

DATE April 18 ,2002 

Alaska Stage Lcgi<’, ',tori' 

Marsha Knobel

P.O. "Bex
F a ifk a^ b , Al< ‘t 17oJ

4 -7 ‘= > - 4 W 4
SUBJ: Budget Cuts

What the heck is wrong with you people?! Wednesday’s Daily News-Mincr reports that 
you arc cutting state trooper positions, Fish and Wildlife employees, closing state parks, cutting 
road maintenance, and eliminating food inspection services. This in addition to leaving UAF high 
and dry. Have you totally lost your minds?

For one thing, I don’t believe we have this billion dollar deficit (see Dermot Cole’s column 
enclosed), or at least the state has money to cover a deficit if you would just use it. To better 
outline my opinions, here’s what I think:

1. As I have written to you before, DO NOT CUT STATE TROOPER POSITIONS, 
especially in the interior. We have been short the necessary trooper coverage for several years as 
the population here has grown. My husband has written in his letter to you about the house theft 
we suffered four summers ago. Our front door was kicked in, over $1,000 in property was 
stolen, (including jewelry belonging to visiting relatives), and no trooper ever responded. The 
over-worked officer who did get the case finally had no time to properly investigate. My husband 
even had to buy back his own camera from the pawn shop where we tracked it down—pawned 
there by a red-headed woman with tattoos all over her arms! There used to be a burglary- 
suppression unit here hut that had to be done away with years ago when staffing was cut. I won’t 
even describe the drivc-by shooting at our home. My husband mentioned that too. 1 do know, 
what I have to do now is get a Carry and Conceal Permit. I ’ve been shooting guns for 55 ycais, 
feel very comfoitable with one, and it looks like I’ll have to take steps to protect myself and our 
property since you—the political leaders we count on—don’t seem to think law enforcement is 
important.

2. DO NOT CUT RESTAURANT INSPECTION FUNDING. Have you ever had 
salmoncllafood poisoning? Believe me, i t ’s not pretty. I contracted that a few years ago from a 
local restaurant that purchased bad eggs. True, a food inspector might not have been able to 
determine the eggs were tainted but at least produce sellers and restaurant owners should know that 
some kind of quality control is in place. I t’s crazy for Alaska to tout tourism as one of their main 
economic sources and then entice visitors to come here and cat in uninspected restaurants! And 
what about us locals who want to patronize our city and borough restaurants? Wc should have the 
confidence that these businesses are clean and held to hign standards.

3. DO NOT CUT UNIVERSITY FUNDING. This just goes on and on-the  cutting and 
lack of acknowledgment of education’s vital place. I ’ve written to you before about this. I guess 
there must be thousands of Alaskans telling you not to fund the university system with one more 
dime because the voices o f  us who support funding are not being heard.

4. DO NOT CUT FISH A ND WILDLIFE PROTECTION. This is a lot like trooper cuts. 
How can the biggest state in the union, and one of the last places on earth to still have real space 
with real wildlife, not take care of its responsibilities?

5. DO NOT CLOSE INTERIOR STATE PARKS. There goes the tourist market again. 
How can you possibly think anyone wants to come here when they can’t camp in or visit a state 
park? And, what about those of us who have lived here over 30 years like me and want to enjoy 
the outdoors. So much for touring around our own state.

Maybe I ’m just too simple-minded about this, but it seems obvious where the money is to 
fund these essentials. I suggest any of all of the following:

1. CUT TH E PERMANENT FUND DIVIDEND. You’re probably all shaking in your 
boots to even think about that because a wailing and moaning will echo throughout the state. Hey! 
This free money thing is obscene and embarrassing. I was raised on a farm in Nebraska and my



family worked our butts off making a living and were proud o f  every dollar earned. Alaskans 
don’t have some God-given right to have this dividend and we should rue the day this decision 
was made. At least, cut the dividend in half and set it at that. Having a couple thousand dollars 
sent to me will not offset getting mugged because tlK.c’s no trooper to help me, or I ’m in the 
hospital getting my stomach pumped from food poisoning.

2. INSTITUTE AN INCOMETAX. There must be thousands of selfish, stupid people in 
this state if they think they can have everything they want for nothing. I cannot possibly conceive 
of expecting to have a safe place to live, decent roads, a good university, a land with sensibly 
monitored wildlife programs, clean restaurants, accessible parks—without paving something for the 
privilege. We citizens have to be willing to fund these things.

3. INSTITUTE A SALES TAX. This seems to be one of the fairest tax methods.
4. TA K E MONEY OUT OF THE PERMANENT FUND. I need to be more educated 

about this area of government, but I ’m sure there’s money we can use. As I ’ve said in prior 
letters, we arc told this is the state’s “rainy day” money. According to you in Juneau, we arc 
facing a cloudburst of typhoon proportions so why is that fund so sacred and untouchable? I don’t 
get it.

Lastly, DO SOMETHING! Quit being so afraid of everything. Is somebody going to 
come to your home and shoot you if you vote for an income tax? Well, don’t call the troopers if 
you live in Fairbanks because either nobody will come, or, by the time they get there, you’ll be a 
goner. Y ou’ve got to start ignoring this whining bunch of people or whoever is controlling your 
thinking about our funding. I’ll bet the people who don’t want their dividend reduced, who don’t 
want to pay for anything, are those I see driving down the road pulling their four snow machines, 
headed for the pull-tab parlor and then to the Silver Spur for a night of partying. Listen to your 
Commissioners who are saying these cuts are “nonsense” and “embarrassing”. This is like a 
continuing bad dream. I ’m sending this plea that you all find the nerve to take action and get the 
money we need.

❖



F u n d ’ s  e a r n i n g s  m a k e  ‘ b i l l i o n
IT WAS GEORGE OR­

WELL who wrote about the 
"magical property of nam es."

"N early nil hum an beings 
feel th a t a thing becomes dif­
ferent if  you call it by a different 
nam e," Orwell wrote.

In th is regard, whenever you 
hear a reference to the sta te  "$1 
billion deficit," it 's  not exactly 
the right nam e for A laska’s fin­
ancial condition.

We need a  new budget vocab­
ulary. T here  is no $1 billion 
sta te  deficit because there is not 
n $ i  billion gap between all rev­
enues and all expenditures.

This is not to say th a t our po­
litical leaders have m isrepre­
sented. the g reat downfall in 
sta le  income th a t has occurred 
with the decline of Prudhoe Hay 
oil production. The decline in di­
rect oil income is undeniably 
true.

It's  ju s t  th a t largely out of 
force o f political habit, wo 
haven 't included as income the 
huge gains in recent years in the

value of stocks held by the per­
m anent fund. It is unrealistic to 
expect those gains to continue 
forever, bu t Alaska’s fund has 
benefited greatly from the bull 
m arket.

The nam es we use to describe 
the s la te 's  financial situation in ­
fluence our perceptions. They 
can also influence our opinions 
about w hether our sta te  can af­
ford such things as public televi­
sion, for example.

W hatever one may believe 
about w hat Alaskans and our 
elected officials should do about 
sta le  spending, it would be best 
to first check our addition and 
subtraction.

If  financial analysts from 
other sta tes were asked to check 
Alaska's balance sheet, I can’t 
imagine they would agree with 
the assum ptions th a t have led to 
w hat has become in our political 
and journalistic shorthand, a  $1 
billion deficit.

The bean counters would 
look a t  the earnings from the

Dermot
Cole

s ta te ’s largest investm ent ac­
count, which are expected to 
total $2 billion this year. They 
would soon grasp the concept 
th a t $999 million of the money 
is to be paid out in dividends to 
Alaskans and $287 million is 
likely to be deposited back in 
the fund to help protect the 
buying power of the principal.

But they would have a hard 
lime accepting the logic th a t the 
other $700 million in income 
doesn 't belong in the final tally. 
They would w ant to know why 
some of tha t money can 't be 
used to help finance the govern­
ment.

For guidance they might be 
directed to the sta te  revenue 
forecast, which states: "Perm a-

d o l l a r  d e f i c i t ’  a  m i s n o m e r
nenl fund income may be legally 
ap p ro p r ia te d  in  th e  sam e 
m anner as unrestric ted  revenue, 
bu t the established practice has 
been to trea t Perm anent Fund 
not income as if it were re­
stric ted ."

T hat practice grew out of the 
tim e when direct oil income paid 
all the bills for sla te  govern­
ment in Alaska. But th a t time 
has passed because oil produc­
tion a t Prudhoe Bay is half or 
what it was a decade ago and 
prices arc  down.

Even if prices wore to rise 
sharply, the drop in production 
has been so g reat tha t nothing 
will bring back the crn when oil 
money financed everything.

In this new era, legislators 
are beginning to look nl revising 
the "established practice" be­
cause our options are limited.

" T h e r e 's  now g e n e r a l  
agreem ent between the House 
and Senate on some use of P er­
m anent Fund earnings, hut the 
House is still resisting tnxes.

T hat could change," former 
F a irb a n k s  le g is la to r  M ike 
Bradncr wrote in the la test edi­
tion of his newsletter, Alaska 
Legislative Digest: An Inside 
View of Alaska Policy.

In planning sta le  budgets, 
Alaskans have focused almost 
entirely for 20 years on the price 
ol oil.

While oil income has been on 
the decline for many years, in­
vestm ent income has been on 
the rise.

Alaskans still watch the price 
of oil as if our financial Tuture 
depended on it, but more and 
more it is the people's account 
known ns the Perm anent Fund 
Hint makes up our sta le 's  finan­
cial foundation.

T he action of OPEC is no 
longer ns im portant as it once . 
was to Alaska, but the notion in 
the slock m arket, where half of 
the perm anent fund is invested, 
has become far more critical to 
Alaska’s future,

A R E C E N T  L E G A L  
OPINION by Iho law firm of

Morrison & Foersler, requested 
by the trustees of the perm a­
nent fund board, dealt with sev­
eral im portant questions.

The legal opinion, which has 
the concurrence of the attorney 
general, staled unequivocally 
th a t the definition of "p rin ­
cipal" includes all money re­
quired to be deposited under the 
constitution, plus additional ap ­
propriations by the Legislature. 
The Alaska Constitution m an­
dates th a t the principal of the 
perm anent fund can not be 
spent, but m ust be invested in 
ways th a t produce income.

T he c o n s titu tio n  fu rth e r  
m andates th a t the permanei 
fund board is to manage its as­
sets to generate income for dis­
tribution as the Legislature 
directs.

In our vocabulary the ea rn ­
ings ought to bo counted ns in­
come, a nam e change Hint would 
help frame the budget debate in 
n more nccuralc manner.

Dermot Cole Is a News-Miner col­
umnist. He cen be reached at co- 
le@newsminer.com or at 459-7530.

mailto:le@newsminer.com
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P u b l i c  T e s t i m o n y  a t  S e n a t e  F i n a n c e

April 17-14,2002
In Juneau and at Laoialafthf Information OTHcot (IJO) statewide.

This Is the only opportunity for the public to testify on the Senate version of the operating budget.

Teleconference aites for each time period are listed alphabetically. This does not reflect order in which testimony will be 
taken. If you have any questions please contact the Juneau LIO at (907) 465-4648.

Emails from the public may be sent to Senate Finance's secretarv:mindv rowland@iecns.state.ak.us 
Faxes may be sent to Senate Finance at (907) 465-2187

Public Hearing Schedule:
People wishing to testify may want to arrive early in the event testimony from previous LIOs concludes before the 
scheduled time. Meetings will conclude at the slated a me or when all those present have made their comments.

^Testimony will be taken untl the time indicated unless there are no testifiers remaining, in which case the testimony 
wil be terminated. Testifiers are advised lo be on site at least 30 minutes before the end of the alotted time.

The Legislative Information Office in the communities listed below:

Wednesday, April 17,4.*00 <9:00 p.m.
Formally adopt committee sifostitute work 
draft
4:00 - 4:45 Diftingbam, Homer, Seward, 
Valdez
4:45 - 5:30 Coiriova, Kenai, Kodiak, Bethel. 
5:30 - 6:15 Glennaflen. Petersburg, Sitka 
6:f5 - 7:00 Break 
7:00 - 9:00 Anchorage

Thursday, April 18, 9:00 -11:00 a.m.
9:00 -10:00 Mat-su, Delta Junction, Ketchikan, Tok 
10:00 -11.00 Wrangell, Nome, Kotzebue, Barrow

Thursday, April 18,4:00 - SfcOO p.m.
Ij*4:00 - 5:15 Offoet Sites 888-263-1555(0^ t»»ibr

cj* in Out is no I icr»eduledtfw«jtrr)i* HO ofTkn
tHUf)
5:15 - 6:30 Fairbanks 
6:30-7:15 Break 
7:15-9:00 Juneau
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Sut>j: Public Testimony on 8enate Budget Cuts
Dato: 4/18/02 5:00:51 PM Alaskan Daylight Time
From: JULIEMROBERTS55
To: mlndyrowland@legl8.6tate.ak.us

>' am w y concerned about the many different cuts that the Senate is currently contemplating. The one'# that I am most 
concerned with Is the out to the most neediest of all, and that is with the permanent dividend to the low income. Take the 
mo3t from the most needlestl Especially when many ̂cannot even defend themselves. How cruel can the Legislature be, 
when there is so many other places that can be cut. The other concern I have is with the cuts to DOT - how can we expand 
and bring tho cost of IMng down an also how will we be able to increase our cpportunltes with tourism and access to natural 
resources, Thi6 approach Is so backwardsll Lets go forward.

Thank you in advene© for your considerations

Julie Roberts 
Executive Director 
Tanana Tribal Council 
Tanana, Alaska 99777

*»■«•«• OnWiKJUUBHHOSWtiW ptft: 1
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Senate Finance Committee Testimony 
Senior Support for Full Funding of tlic 

I .hum an Services Community Matching G rant Program
My n am e  is D enise Danielle and T reside al 3 8 4 4  Ullrbahn Road, Fairbanks, AK 
99709, 1 am. llie executive director of the North Star Council on Aging, S e n io r  
Center,' ], along with 1 1 5  registered Alaskan voters, the m ajority of whom arc

1 f'li.'i isl.-Ji I ■ .1 I fn U / l ir i ir  ltn *v i< in  OAMuAnn O i , ! I

Council on Aging

Meals on  Wheels is a vital com m unity  service for elderly neople. It no t only 
provides ho t nutritious food to feed the body, b u t  n earing delivery person  who 
nourishes the soul. For some elderly people, especially those who live outside the 
oily limits, the  Meals on Wheels driver may be th e  only h um an  contact a person 
will have all day. ’

TJ'io North S tar Council on Aging provides the Meals on Wheels service for 1 4 3  
boroubomul seniors of the Fairbanks area targeting at-risk elders who arc frail, 
disabled a n d /o r  financially in need. • Of those individuals, 9 4 % ( 1 3 4  persons) ‘ 
suffer from crippling arthritis, heart  disease, Parkinson’s  disease or Alzheimer's, ()6% (% ‘ persons) a re  low-incbmc earning less than $ j ,o o o  p e r  month, and  6 3 % 
( 9 0  persons) are. categorized as both  medically impaired and financially in need, 
Meals on  Wheels enhances the quality of life by providing healthy food and  social 
contact lo r these individuals.

Meals on Wheels is cost-effective. The homo-delivered meal helps the elderly 
stay healthy and rem ain  in their oivn homes, where they w ant to be, as opposed 
to belli# placed in a nursing facility for illnesses related to malnutrition. The 
doily room mid board  rate a t the Fairbanks Memorial Hospital is $ 8 2 6 , as 
com pared  to $ 9 . 4 8  for a MOW meal.' • . •

The dem and  lor Meals on Wheels is increasing.' Today, wc have 2 1  elderly people 
on a waitlist for Meals on Wheels. We need more funding for senior services, no t 
less. ' •

1 .ast year, the North Star Council on Aging prepared  4 1 , 5 0 0  meals, traveled
3 6 . 4 0 0  miles delivering meals, and used our $ 5 0 , 0 0 0  HSCMG gran t to leverage 
almost $ 3 0 0 , 0 0 0  in outside funds, 'flic 11SCMG is a sound  com m unity . 
inveslment wo. support.  Thank you'.
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We, who have signed our names below, receive the Meals on Wheels service from the North Star Council on Aging, 
Senior Center in Fairbanks, Alaska. We appreciate Meals on Wheels and support full funding for the Human Services 
Community Matching Grant program that helps to fund this service. Please do not cut this important grant 
program from the legislative budget Thank You.
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CD
We, who have signed our names below, receive the Meals on Wheels service from the North Star Council on Aging, 
Senior Center in Fairbanks, Alaska. We appreciate Meals on Wheels and support full funding for the Human Services 
Community Matching Grant program that helps to fund this service. Please do not cut this important grant 
program from the legislative budget Thank You.
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We, who have signed our names below, receive the Meats on Wheels service from the North Star Council on.Aging, 
Senior Center in Fairbanks, Alaska. We appreciate Meals on Wheels and support full funding for the Human Services 
Community Matching Grant program that helps to fund this service. Please do not cut this important grant 
program from Ihe legislative.budget. Thank-You. . - -

PLEASE PRINT
Last Name First Name

U M f
 Mailing Address City State Zip Code Signature

Us CUk
j SoM.BlddaL- i .

 , _  /*C-

£ i> A.g. a. n. Sa£LL&. Hit?.. R K
5 C rfA

A \  , t  '

.0Ao.^ cdC 7/SSC,
$61>0lL g H M T s -

A il Vt'A
1± \ h\ \ £. i : 4-b-L- M i e n A L A  y > u ^ r

~£)c<si./u-r A l l t2
•ft.uc b c j  ; n » S l 9973/ <y±£_ £

m3 7 E k i A'fL •y" 7̂77,
1 0 i4-/9 •/fer'WU-A/ A t. tM L A L V ??C ! -s

’ •/Tv-iO

• i

11
1 2

13

14

15

IS 
117

\V J5 /r-

13

A LLkL/.A jt> 7LP >  A ? / /  A r A l> 7.-TS:V 3 '_ X il_

I..

-I-..



1-1
8-0
2 
FR
I 
08
:31
 
AH 

FBX
 
LEG
IS 

INF
OR
MA
TIO
N 

FAX
 
NO
. 
90
74
56
33
46

We, who have signed our names below, receive tt»e Meals on Wheels service from the North Star Council on Aging, 
Senior Center irt Fairbanks, Alaska. We appreciate Meals on Wheels and support full funding for the Human Services 
Community Matching Grant program that helps to fund this service. Please do not cut this important grant 
program from the legislative budget Thank You.
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We, who have signed our names below, supoortfull funding for the Human Services Community Matching Grant 
program that helps to fund the Meals on Wheels sen/ice provided by the North Star Council on Aging, Senior Center in 
Fairbanks, AK.

Please do not cut this important grant program from the legislative budget. Thank You.
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CO

We, who have signed our names below, support full funding for the Human Services Community Matching Grant 
program that helps to fund the Meals on Wheels service provided by the North Star Council on Aging, Senior Center in 
Fairbanks, AK.

Please do not cut this important grant program from the legislative budget Thank You.
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We, who have signed our names below, support full funding for the Human Services Community Matching Grant 
program that helps to fund the Meals on Wheels service provided by the North Star Council on Aging, Senior Center in 
Fairbanks, AK. -

Please do not cut this important grant program from the legislative budget. Thank You.
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.1 <.)])post.-, the proposed 25% cul to the Human Services Com m unity  Matching Grant. As

Jl, Hoard member o f  the North Star Youth Court, which has received funding from this

. •
s o u rc e ,) want to say: >

t
t

i

1 . The N SY C reduces the burden on the juvenile justice system and the court system by
i , ’ i ’

prosecuting juvenile misdemeanors. The N SY C  allows teenagers to perform a needed 

service for the community and to learn about the law and the effects o f  juvenile crime,
t i

?.. The N SY C  delivers a message to youthful offenders that crime is wrong. Without 

tbs' NSYC, young offenders either suffer no consequences or else undergo full formal
' I (

court proceedings' with state attorneys, probation officers, a superior court judge, etc.
' I 

I *

3, The NSYC, ns all die other youth courts in Alaska, dcpends'on grants such as the 

1 fustian Services Community b lock grants.. Grant money to the'N SY C  produces a lot o f
1, , • i

bang tpr the buck, since much o f  our work is done by volunteers. But \\'o have to 

maintain an office, staff, and overhead, to keep track o f  court cases and follow up on

syritonccs. Cultyig the grant program will mean cutting the services N SY C  provides.

y  s ?

-....
Klcnnrd Keck 
1506 3" 'A ve. 
Fairbanks AK 99701 
(907)451-2954
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mmp'j ALASKA STATE LEGISLATURE
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JournaVof the Maritime Industry . ' April/May 2002

A.'t* • • * ' • • r  • |  . i'il< m * i <M • '»  •’ r  i {t ' f  i *  11 , l1, 1 •***{Faulty fileQtrical
.-It1 'idflvbl' T I *v"* , 11 • •* i f • » * • • •• • *

lo o se bolt suspected in ferry fire' ’uv-f :< ; A ' . v v e - ' : • 4 v i . i , f.•Am..•.*;■.* ’•,.■'•■•! .•.; > •• •

•te'A** ?au-'W;V*9.nn6̂ jon or,, a,.loose, bolt;faUing.nnt;q,a .switch^
\  I v A o f / l  n V / i L ' i h k /  r o n c ' i w l  r h  J* f i r W  n h k a r r l  r U P  f f ' r r i r  K r ih t i \ /> iA  : 2

•i%̂ -searelv.for.-.fatilcy.,-connecclons.;;.thoy^had;,never:.MScdvit.}tpJi
. * ;Ts i; r: ‘ \ ? v»: r ; r P : A; ;^r'* 7 J %»; h: >: * l   - * - - ■— ■   ---  m

•. . .V,/ y‘ ; . .*•
nspcct the sivitbhboardV internal connections'.'A faulty con- 

, ^n|eef.ion;coMl(i havcdcyeloped arid remained undetected for a 
..j/crinsijdciifble;period of tiirie.’ 1 ’: , •• i: • - ■
|f;-^yA.io6se.b'q!t may also have caused the arcing that led to the 
V''ilfe;A‘jDdlt fi'isccj to ̂ wo washers was found in the switchboard

^  >• f  •: >.•• •
’■$/v$report by Yhc:Jd)insj;l7lojpkins University' Applicjcl Physics..

. Liribprhtory; aIshf [conclude<f.thrit the cause of the fire was most;
i k.cl y. it fpu 1 ry '^hncca’pri or the lopscbolt. Analysis of the bolt ;•■

vj-ahcl ;ics ̂ .idcfxi cicJiri * ini/tlio ;̂ svvi fcliboard indicate that if as the
: k :  i;q

, , :V̂ 'V.,LliOiincident occurred as thc^lH-foot pas' nger/car ferry..
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m a r i t i m e  c a s u a l t i e s

FAX NO.

whs underway in rho Chatham Strait, about 30 miles 
southwest of Juneau, cri route to Sitka. The ship has die 

' cajmfcity: foe 971 passengers; at the time of the accident 
!• there were 434 passengers and 63 crew aboard. Three pas- 

iK-ngon were evacuated hy Coast Guard helicopter for 
incrljiMl conditions rhsit existed before the fire, while the 
mi muiiing passengers and a stowaway were transferred to 

[■.‘another.AMHlS ferry' '(iih , after thc[ two vessels ren- 
: dev.Vhiixcd.'. .1 . ; ; ’• ",
1 ] According m the NTSR, the transfer of the passengers 
• t to'Ttifa “was executed in a rimcly and effective manner' •
■ and .was' well coordinated with shoreside management." -;

also ’noted that, die passenger .and crew' 
fiiniJii'cr wits,'wdj.coordina’ccii. Thcrewefc no'injuries or/. .' 
. deadis'.uti a rCaiji^if.the'acciricnt,' but die cost of repair to' v 

|J Ĵ}C,'Ahijj fsVsDm.'itcd [to lie !$2 million,
I 'I y rv.l'.^n'r.A.' .M ppC r . nr\ O * * TU Lit

d A d -

•jT '|'yvV ' y  M iu n n M m i ia  u A iid iiv .u u .1  t*m u - i n i v <  a u i u d ,

''/r.thuafvor'dii)}' to the chief engineer’s. Best recollection,’ th'e/% 
■/s' Tf-t s ̂ hHvhoa rdT'iwjiccdofi'ha’il been performed In 1995/J. 
^ b n f  he/j.wiw iiiit pertain whether,It ww.eyien. done th'cn 
,',':̂ »sini»n.7«ct?/r«»)rrfs*sh»7iycii' ĉhRi none of rh'e punned-.;'* . 
3 Udps had, been cleaned nr tightened during die five-year 

^'poriotl preceding ihe accident-/ 7,1 yw'V •'
jif; r h c r c r  lay-up,’.Altiika. Ship andjDrydock; I 

»vWdtlopre hgil uiado sofue modifications to the switchboard, h" 
Jf T lii CdAsf Guard approved the modifications to the el«r^ *
• "vOTVal tlravvinjrs, arid inspected aiSd approved the worlc.i"." • *
* i . O i l  ..tlifeo, occasions, shipyard •.electricians entered the.

Iiv.liffl iii uvYrlr An rli** cu/lr/'IsFuMrtl An Vlu» fir*-* •

... . 'f l i c  M'T.SH recommended the A M IJS  conduct nnnual’ 
, Swit(4|l«jaid.!iis[)er.,tio(iN,' verify outside contracton/ worki 
• ifevtdcip cnm prdieiw ivc pre-fire' plans including proee- 
'd p re s jp r  rugiiie-foont fires, arid provide a backup com - 

: muriicatioiis system  betw een  the bridge and engine room.

’ ' .’ • ’ • • John Stndir

?

,0

ll£UJL> IUUIIU r  /1  J r  O



APR-19-02 FRI 08:35 AH FBX LEGIS INFORMATION FAX NO, 9074563346 I

I'W'I • flU'Y.'KA Wfl EvnryChlld QneUoice FAX HQ. ; 190Y222401 Opr, 18 2002 0B:36AM

e x e c u t i v e  c o M M r r r t e

J a n i e *  I ' O t i i f w i  (T d i / h a n k s )  
f'CwWonc1 , 

l o l l o n  A p p o l l o f  ( f l u t t w )  
ia c  VP/ L t j id f l f ih ip  

p a w n  W v > v c r  ( E l m M d o r r A k e )
?.nd  v p , M e m b e rs h ip
t . b W  T o b u t  ( H 6 m o )
3 rt. VP, |.O fllU «lio |i 

C J i v l i ' r t i x  ( A n r t i o w g t )  
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i t .  1 1 t
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. ( A n c h o r a g e )
f tc g lo n  <1 V ico p re d d e n v  

'  A w  j y  D o w n  ( K e n s J )
R eg io n  5 V ico P r e s id e n t  . 

« * n e  C u h w t n y n  ( K e t c h i k a n )
1 ' R sg io r , t  V ic*  P r e s id e n t

C O U N C IL  M U t t l P e N T S
. » * • 1 

. c a r o l  t n k h m i U  ( I n d ia n )  
A nctio r#V 4  C ouncil P r e s id e n t  

A( a r i m l  W » l t * * o r * h  { P n lr te n lta )
, Fulrbanfcv  Couih-SI President •

• K i r n  S l u h i  (K e tc h ik a n )
. K e tc h ik a n  ftngnicll 

• • ’■ C M  H o o * n  (W ec ilU )
' , M n t/S u  c o u n r t i  P r e s id e n t

C O M f i lT T W  C H A IR S

K * i i  k \ » e t } t o < t o r  ( S i t k a )
; i jy iy w i .
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'  :  K tA ltyi 4  S a f e ty  .
• Pal BU kittV  (AnclrOrjOfi) 

i-n n v a n U o n  c h a i r  
C a r o l  P c t f j  ( M d h i r a o c )

A11*. td lie .lfiO rl ; 
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' W a y s  i  M u .m v . * 
n a i l *  n o  T h o r n t o n  ( J u n c t t V )  
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orp •; _ ‘,
P O  B a x  2 0 1 4 0 4  
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A l a s k a

v m
eperychild. o n evoice,

April 18, 2002

To members o f the Senate Finance Committee;

The annua) state PTA convention Is happening today In Anchorage 
concurrently with this opportunity to testify. Thus, many of us are 
unable to personally testify at our local UOs. On behalf of the
13,000 strong membership of the Alaska State PTA, we STRONGLY 
urge you to fund aducetion at the $190 per student level for FY 03. 
Increased education funding Is consistently one of our most 
Important priorities as we witness the erosion of quality education 
for our students due to ongoing Inflation and other Increased 
costs. . * i

Members of PTA units throughout the state can testify to the foct 
that w© arc being called upon more and more to raise funds locally 
to help meet bask: educational needs within our schools. Each year 
we witness the loss of essential programs that motivate our 
children to learn and succeed. We are losing the competitive edge 
In attracting axcallent teachers and administrators to coma to 
Alaska. This Is happening at a time when w* have established 
higher standards and greater expectations for our students,

We understand the need to solve the state fiscal gap, but not at 
the expense of your mandated duty to maintain a strong school 
system statewide. Quality education for Alaska's children must be 
the #1 pHortty. Please vote to Increase state education funding.
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To; All mcinbcrs of the Alaska 1 ,egi slat lire 

I ’rom: UonAtl I.. Smith ;WO. Box 80272 . . ‘
Fairbanks, AK 99708 
3()3r) Uo.‘;le Creek Ud.
ft'rlstftuaf.cdn ’ ■ . . ’ > " '
4 7 9  <-Vv\A '

He; Current status of proposed stale operating budget

I am submitting my Opinions by FAX because there will be many others who will 
wish lo call in and lime will lie limited for everyone to register their opinions. 1 am 
responding to the: general tone of the legislative deliberations so far this session and, more 
specifically, to the comments made by State Commissioners is reported in the Fairbanks 
Daily News Miner Wednesday April 17, Section B, pages 1-2.

To say that 1 am upset and really fed up with the Republican majority-led slashing 
of.lhcStale's operating budgets for the past four or five years would be a massive 
understatement.' K appears that the Republican majority consists primarily of a group of 
mean •.spirited, sc|f:scrvjng reactionaries. Overall, ihey appear to wish we lived in n third- 
world Oounljy free from the burden of paying for the amenities of civilization. Certainly, 
v/o appear lo lie rapidly.moving toward third-world status based on the cuts that appear to 
InVcoming at the end of the legislative session. ! bet most third-world countries that are 
Inlemstod in attracting tourists have restaurant inspection programs. Inspections areas 

, much ii mniuu of public safety as is appropriate levels of law enforcement. How can 
anyone- honestly tout Alaska, as a tourist destination when the Slate doesn’t even inspect its 
o\yn vostaii'miil.s? ff the restaurant inspection goes away I’m thinking seriously about 

1 [laying for it. large advertisement in the New York Times informing their readers that Alaska 
doesn't care enough about the safely of tourists to continue restaurant inspections. It is 
.more Important that each Alaskan receive n lot of free money, not pay state income taxes or 
sinlo sales taxes than it is to protect the health of visitors and residents. That should play 
wnll ill the lo.vcr 48! ■ ■ ■,

■ ■: Wd don't luwe appropriate law enforcement cither, thanks lo cuts to the State of 
Alaska operating budget made by previous wrong-headed legislators. Now, according to 
the News Miner, we can look forward lo losing four more Stale Troopers from the interior. 
Mnjybe the Stale Legislators should have their houses broken into, as we did several years 
ago, nn'd have no trooper ever show up to gel our story directly. Maybe the legislators 
should have a party at their homes’ have someone drive by, put five bullet holes i n n '  
guest's cur and have overworked, out-of-sorts troopers show up and be rude, arrogant arid 
Mliyeiy.nl lo the V ICTIM S of the crime rather than the perpetrators. This actually 
happened Id me and my friends. We need m ore  and better law enforcement in Alaska, 
especially the interior, not Jess. Further cuts to Hie Division of Public Safety arc 
VWA C e i l i n ’A 1 IL 1 !.

Wliat is the sense of closing Alaska Stale Parks? The tourism industry is crying for 
help mu! you people want to stop restaurant inspections and close Slate Parks! Don’t 
holnor maintaining Slate roads cither. That way, tourists can destroy their curs hitting 
chuck holes, it’ll all (heir friends and relatives back home and, consequently, tourism will 
Jnkoa leal nose dive. Cutting the restaurant inspection program and closing the state parks 
is \  IN AC.’CM PTA BhK. The only logically consistent thing I ’ve heard so far is cutting 
I lift ^ 2  million io promote tourism. If the slate isn’t going to insure their safety and. 
enjoyment of Alaska, don't yet them up here jn the first place.

How about promoting or assisting n forest products industry in the interior? How 
belter lost!fie Unit industry than by culling back on the Forcslry Division, the agency that 
develops ami 'administers timber sales? Cutting the Division of Forestry is
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i
U N /V C O H PT A B O i, Of course, the stock answer from conservative legislators is that 
there is so much waste in these State Agencies, In my opinion, the most wasteful aspect of 
lire entire State ( iovemmcnt is the Slate legislature. Here is an idea for an unfunded 
rniUHlitle that would save Lhe state $37 million. Quit funding the State legislature!
1 .eglalftlors shouldn't get a salary, per diem or travel expenses. You can all serve for 
gratis/.,like .a number of programs or activities you have passed into State Law but for 
which you provided no funds.

I spent 31 years leaching and doing research at the Uni versily of Alaska Fairbanks. 
The University systenj is one of the significant money-makers for the state of Alaska while 
pn'ivirling hlre'niendously valuable set of educational services. Not fully funding the 
University system is shortsighted and costs the stato millions of dollars in lost income and 
ccomlmiic; development. If the legislature were really compelled to cut was to'it would direct 

, • tliMJA .system to eliminate satellite campuses in rural communities; the cost, per credit hour 
, oili Iiie.re is astronomical, What? Not politically expedient to talk about whacking rural 
’ communities? Where js you'r courage; don’t you really want to cut the waste? Cutting the 

OA system budget (by flat funding) is U N A C C E PT A B L E .
All llmwrnnglinginthelegislalureovcrtiicexacttypcofinadequntc taxloimposc 

on lhe citizens of the state has really been tiring. Inadequate because it won’t raise enough 
moiio-y (o cover the presumed shortfall. Of course, every legislator hears from the,most 
vociferous constituents, all of whom want lo pay nothing or next to nothing for all the 
seivices t hey claim they don’t really get. There are a lot of us who arc ready to pay for the 
services one would expect lo receive while living in a civilized society. 1 looked at the 
budget worksheet provided in a recent update letter by Rep, John Davies. I didn’t respond 
Ihcii but I hrn now. 1 think the PFD should be cut in half, making available revenues of 
about $500 million. I think there should be a statewide sales tax of at least 2% and a 
si,ltcwidciiieoi.no tax of at least 2% of the fedcml tax. Objections about those fatcats who 
jiay no federal incoirio tax getting »wny without paying stale income tax? I^ycc the state 
tax as apropoition of the gross adjusted income (l 040, page 2, top line) instead of the 
act ual federal lax paid.; We need to start thinking out. of the box here! These measures 

■'Would albiosf completely cover the presumed shortfall. I think there will be a huge outcry 
frotu «i juniority of people. Those people arc always free to move to another state.„whcre 
their tax burden will bejmuch higher |hiui Alaska’s with these new measures in place.
Their places will be taken by others willing to live in the Iasi frontier, pay their share and 
have sonic'of the evidences of civilization. . ' .

' I t  occurs to inc. that most of what I've heard from the Inst five or mom legislatures is 
(heir desire to promote economic development in the state of Alaska. It also occurs to me 
I lull, willi the single exception of oil exploration and development, the legislature seems to 
he behaving in a way to. accomplish exactly the opposite, Who would want to move to n' 
slate, where restaurants aren’t inspected, sinte parks are closed, the streets and roads are not 
mntnUttiiccI, homes mid businesses arc unsafe and unprotected, the tourism industry is 
brtmstrUug, the fijrestryiprciducts industry is hamstrung, sustained fisheries nnd hunting 
oppprluniiics arc hamstrung by cuts to ADF&G...Docs this sound like an inviting picture?
1 don’t thjnk so. What good is all that free money (PFD check) if you feel someone could .. 
walk into .your home (or slop your car) and take it nnd no public safely officers would 
lyVttk show up? . • \

Finding solution's to our stale's problems requires reul leadership. Leadership 
sometimes raipiircs lenders to make ngoni-zing decisions that aren't going to be popular with 
aorno of their constituents but which arc necessary for the good of all. Finding a long-term 

j. budge! solution is one of those pases, Putting off or ignoring a long-term solution is
•; ijn a c c ic p T a h l e . i ■' * f
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DMT* A\>r»l 18,2002

TO: Alaska .Stage Legislators

I'"ROM: ! .MnwlmKn.obcl

,‘ltlUJ: : Budget Oils

P .  0\ 'bw 7 A

AK> lo%

, , What, IIk* heck is wrong with you people?! Wednesday's Daily Ncws-Mincr reports that
you are Tutting state trooper positions, Fish nnd Wildlife employees' closing state parks, cutting 
road nraiii|c‘\iaticc, mid eliminatingFood inspection services. This in addition to leaving IJAF high 
nnddry. you toinlly lost your minds? , * , 1

Fof.qpe thing, I don’t believe we liave this billion dollar deficit (see Dermot Cole’s column 
enclosed); <Vr!at least the slate has money to cover a deficit if you would just use it, To better 
outline my opinions, hare’s what] think: ’

1. As J lntvc. written to you before, DO NOT CUT STATE TROOPER POSITIONS, 
bsp* shiftily lh the interior. We have been short the necessary trooper coverage for several years as 
the population here has grown, My husband hns written in his letter to you about the house theft 
We suffered, four summers ago. • Our front door, was kicked in, over $1,000 in property w as 
stolen, (njclinlihg jewelry belonging to,visiting relatives), and no trooper ever responded. The 
ovcr-woi lied "officer who did get the case finally had no time to properly investigate. My husband 
even hricl to huv back his own camera from the pawn shop where we tracked it dowm-pnwned 
there by a red headed .woman with tattoos all over her arms! There used to be a.btirglary- 
jjtippiussioii unit here hut that had to be done away with years ago when staffing was cut. J won't 
even describe the drive-by shooting at our home.. My husband mentioned that too. I do know, 
Whfll T have lo do how; is gel a Carry and Conceal Permit. I ’ve been shooting guns for 55 years, 
fuel very comfortable with one, and it looks like I’ll have to take steps to protect myself and our 
property si (ice 'you-the political lenders we count on--tlon’l seem to think law enforcement is 
jriiporfiml. ‘ ’

p 'Q  MOT CUT RESTAURANT INSPECTION FUNDING. Have you ever had
a few years ago from a 
not have been able lo 

ini 
main

economic sources and then entice visitors to come here and cat in uninspected restaurants! And 
wit,'it abou; us locals who want to patronize our city and borough restaurants? We should have the 
confide nob flint these businesses are clean and held lo high standards,

DO NOT CUT UNIVERSITY. FUNDING. This just goes on and on--the cutting and 
lack of acknowledgment of education’s vital place. I ’ve written to you before about this. I guess 
I l|<?w must he Ihotuhtnds o f  Alaskans telling you riot to fund tho university system with one more 
ilinio because tl\«i voices of us who support funding are not being heard.

4, DU NOT Cl IT FISH AND WILDLIFE PROTECTION. This Is a lot like trooper cuts, 
How cmi IIkvbiggest state in the union, and one of the last places on earth lo still have real space 
vyith real wildiito, not take care of its responsibilities?

5. DC.)NOT CLOSE INTERIOR STATE PARKS. There goes the tourist market again. 
How can you possibly think anyone wants to come here when they can’t camp in or visit a slate 
park? Aud, what about those of us who have lived here over 30 years like me and want lo enjoy 
the outdoors. So mucl\ for touring ground our own state.

.Maybe 1 ’m just too simple-minded about ibis, but it seems obvious where the money is lo 
fund these essentials. 1 suggest any of all of the following:

I , CUT THE PERMANENT FUND DIVIDEND. You’re probably all shaking in your 
bonis to oven think about that because a wailing and moaning will echo throughout the state, rlcyl 
This IVee nioncy tiling is obscene and embarrassing. I was raised on a farm in Nebraska and my

.salmnncjlrifppd poisoning? Believe me, it’s not pretty, I contracted that a 
looitl iv.sl’nuriini Ihtit purchased bad eggs. True, a food inspector might 
(lelemiitic the egg5  were tainted biil at least produce sellers and restaurant owners should know that 
some kind of quality control is in place. It's crazy for Alaska to tout tourism as one of their mail’
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F u n d ’ s  e a r n i n g s  m a k e  ‘ b i l l i o n
O' WAS UKORGR Oil- 

WMMi who wrote obout Ihe 
"magical properly of nmnos."

"Nonrly nil human liolnun 
Tod a thing becomes dif­
ferent ifyou call il by a different 
hrtini;," Oiwnll wrnU*.

Iif this regard, whenever yon 
hear a refororuQ to (bo stale $L 
l,i|l)nu .deficit," il'a not exactly 
llio tight name for Alaaku'fl fin- 
limilal condition.

Wo need n now budget vocnb* 
ulmy. Tliflro in no $1 billion 
slate deficit becomm tbnrp ia not 
n $ | billion pop between nil rov- 
Chiion end nil expenditures.

This in not to r.uy Hint our po­
litical lenders hnvc niioropro- 
fented llio great downfall in 
l it0 In  Infomn tlnil lino occurred 
with Urn doolimj of Prndhoe ftny 
oil production. The tleelino in dl- 
n d  oil Income is undeniably 
I rue.

Il'u JuoL tha t jnr/jnly out of 
force of political hnbit, we 
haven't included :is income the 
bnp.« pains in recent yonro in tlio

vnluo of stocks held by the per- 
mnnont bind, ft la unrealistic to 
expect lliooc p in s  to continuo 
forovor, but AJaskn’n fond baa 
benefited greatly froln the bull 

•mtubol,
The nmncH wo use to describe 

Llin stale's financial situation in- 
nucncc our perceptions. They 
rnn also iullunnce our opinions 
about whether, our state can af­
ford Knelt tilings us public televi­
sion, for example.

.Whatever one.m uy boliove 
about wlint Alaskans and our 
elecLod officials should do about 
dl.nl • spending, it would be hnsl 
Lo first clinch our addition and 
subtraction. • • -

If fioonrinl nnalyats from 
other stilted wore naked lo check 
AlaskaV balance aliocl., I cnnT ’ 
imagine limy would ngrou with 
Ihe assumptions Uiat bavo led to 
what lias become in our political 
and journalistic shorthand, a f  1 
billion deficit.

Thn .buiiii counters would 
look a t ’tlio earnings from tlie

Darmot
Cole Xir'

slate's largest investment nc- 
connt, wliich ore expected to

• tptnl $2 billion this yonr. They 
would soon grasp tho concept 
that $999 million of the money 
is to bo paid out in dividends lo 
Alnsknns nnd $207 million is 
likely to bo deposited back in 
the fund In help protect tho 
buying power of llio principal.

Ru|. they would luivo n luird 
time accepting tha logic that the 
olbnr $700 million in income 
doesn't belong In the final tally. 
They would want lo know why 
some of that money can’t bo 
usod lo help finance tlio govern­
ment.

For guidance they might be 
directed to tlio state: revenue 
forecast, which slates: "Purma-

d o l l a r  d e f i c i t ’ a  m i s n o m e r
nciil fund income, may bn legally 
npi<ro|U’i|H(>d in the nnmc 
mannu!' ox uiuostrideij vevoniin, 
hot llm established ptncllce lias 
boon to {real IVrmaiienl Fund 
not (iK'ooio iio if it wuru re- 
oliiclod,"

Tlf.il praclli'v grow out of llio 
lime, when (liii'ct oil ineomo paid 
nil Hr* billu for nUlr. .govern- 

1 incut in Alaska. llul that lime 
luis'piVMid because oil jirvduc- 
lion nl I'ntdbort Jlny is bnlf of 
wbal it wan a  ductule ago and 
prices tti'O duwn.

F.vrn If pilcea worn to rise 
tdimnly, tin) drop in production 
lin.'i liiiori nu great Mint nothing 
will lutiji; back the era when nil 
toon'oy financed uverything.

Iri tld'j new crrt, lcgixlutera 
are l ogin,'dog to look nl revising 
Ihe 'Valid |]i.->h<’.d prnclicu" be­
cause our oplioiiH mo limited

" T I jltc ' b now  gonoro l 
ngifCmi'iil between llio House 
nnd f'onnlo h i somn it* of Per. 
roniK'iil Fond e a r n in g b u t  tlw?
I Im re  is d  ill rouixting taxes.

That could change," former 
Fairbanks legislator Mike 

■ Urndnor wrote' in the latest edi­
tion of Ids newsletter, Alaska 
IxigtHlntlvo hli'iuil:. An lusldo 
View of Alaska Policy,

In plnnning stale Imdgots, 
Alaskans have focused nlniosl 
entirely for 20 years, on tho prieo 
of oil.

While oil,Irieonn: lias hecn on 
the decline for many yunrn, in- 
ver.linrml income bnG been pu 
llio rise. ' •, ' . .

Alnsknns rtill wnteb the prieo 
of oil on if our limincio) future 
dopondod on it, but more nnd 
mnro it is llm puoplo'p nccounl 
blown «a the I'ermononl Fund 
tlmt makes up our clalo'9 finan­
cial foundation.

Tlio action of (Il'UU la no’, 
longtir as imporl}mt as it onco . 
was to Alaska,' but (be iicliin in 
tho slock market, whom half of 
the pcrmtuionl fund Is invested, • 
hns become fur min e critical lo 
Alnska's futuro.

A I lKOBNT LF,«AL 
OI'JNION by Hit* law firm of

Morrison & Fncrslcr, rr,|iio.sled 
by Dm (.rustora of l!,e perma­
nent iV.!'d board, th.oll with .sev­
eral importing (juwllonH.

Tlio logoi opinion, which has 
tlio concurrence of tho nllorncy 
' general,■ slated uno(|ulvocn)ly 
that the definition of "prin­
cipal11 includes nil rnonoy rc- 
(piired to be deposited under the 
constitution, plus additional np- 
prnprintinns by Die Legislature, 
The Alnskn Conslitlilion lunn- 
dnlcN thnt the principal of the 
permanent fund uin not lie 
spent, but must bo Invested in 
wny3 thn t pfodilta: income,

The constitution furlhor 
mandntes Hint the pcnuniionl 
fund bourd Is to mnnngo Ite iih- 
sots lo generate ineomo' for dis­
tribution ss tho Ixgislnluro 
directs. ■

In our vocabulary llio oarn- 
inga ought to be counted as in- 
como, n name cliangu that would 
help frmno the budget dubale in 
n more nccuinlo manner.
D*mot Col# [i * N«'.yi-Mln»r col- 

umnlit, H* tan b« reichod «| to- 
teiSnc 'imlaer.Mm or nt *59-7530.



Budget Deliberations

Subject: Budget Deliberations
Date: Thu, 18 Apr 2002 17:21:51 -0800 

F rom : "Virginia L. Damron" <vld@inosquitonet.com>
To: <Mindy_Rovvland@legis.siate.ak.us>

I am unable to attend the Senate teleconference tonight but do want to reiterate the things I addressed in letters to 
Senators Wilken and Kelly.

I continually hear about the end of the Budget Reserve Fund and very little addressing the earnings of the permanent 
fund above inflation proofing and permanent fund dividends. I can not hope to understand all of the workings of the 
budget process but I do know that for the richest state in the union we seem to have become parsimonious. I am not 
suggesting that there is not reason for some clear and definitive work to be done to manage our assets however, the 
present course of cutting restaurant inspections, public safety, Health and Social Service grants and the like are 
short sighted and will in the end cost us far more than is presently spent to fund those things. Not funding the 
University system at the level necessary to equip our young people to be effective, useful citizens and to not provide 
the best quality education we can, will result in our greatest assets leaving and rarely returning. We need to quit 
looking for how to cut the budget and look at how to use what we have in the most effective way to allow our 
economy to grow. Even the most dedicatea budget cutters cannot possibly believe that removing the constraints and 
productive elements of our budget will develop a place where we want to live let alone invite new industries or 
tourists. I don’t want to lose my permanent fund or pay taxes but realistically I know that I cannot continue to expect 
others to pay for my services. I and many like me elected you to do the hard work of keeping Alaska the greatest 
place in the world to live. Please don’t take the easy road because it is expedient. I plead with both parties and both 
houses to re-evaluate the strategy now being proposed and seek answers in current revenue streams, precise cuts 
to redundancy, and inhancement of revenues as necessary. Thank you for considering alternatives. Virginia L. 
Damron, 427 Shannon Drive, Fairbanks, 99701, Phone (907)451-8478.

I til I 4/19/02 7:48 A M
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Alcohol Abuse & Alcoholism in Alaska
Alcohol is the most significant contributing factor to crime in Alaska. Alcohol is also the number ojie 
public health issue facing Alaska. Excessive drinking is associated with child abuse, domestic violence, 
and low educational acmevement in our state. The FY2003 budget for the Alcohol and Drug Abuse 
BR.U proposes S8.3 million GF to address problems related to alcohol abuse and alcoholism.

'A la sk a  l e a d s  th e  n a t io n  in 
a l c o h o l  a b u s e .  Statistics
s h o w  t h a t  e ig h ty  p e r c e n t  
o f  all c r im es  a r e  
c o m m i t t e d  b y  individuals  
u n d e r  t h e  in f lu e n c e  of 
a l c o h o l  o r  d ru g s . '

--Ted Stevens 
U.S. Senator

Alg s k a  ranks first a m o n g  all 
‘ s t a t e s  in a l c o h o l  m o rta l i ty . 
The p r e v a l e n c e  o f  a l c o h o l  
d e p e n d e n c e  a n d  a l c o h o l  
a b u s e  in A laska is a lm o s t  
tw ic e  th e  n a t io n a l  
a v e r a g e .

h ia t io n w id e , A laska is t h e  
/ 5 ^ n  th e  n a t io n  fo r sev e r i ty  

o f  a l c o h o l - r e l a t e d  
p r o b le m s , b u t  r a n k ^ 3 2 nd 
for t r e a t m e n t  se rv ices  
p r o v id e d  p e r  c a p i t a .

E n o u g h  a lc o h o l  v /a s  so ld  in 
A laska  in FY99 to  a d d  u p  
to  516 drinks for e v e ry  
m a n ,  w o m a n  a n d  ch ild .

What does alcohol abase and alcoholism cost our state ?
Alcoholism is epidemic in Alaska. Historically and currendy, the abuse 
o f alcohol is pervasive within our communities and families. Putting a 
price tag on the impacts o f alcohol abuse and alcoholism is extremely 
difficult. According to a study recendy completed by McDowell 
Group, Inc. for the Advisory Board on Alcoholism and Drug Abuse, 
the cost o f alcohol and other drug dependency on the Alaska economy 
was estimated to be §614 million during 1999. Alcohol abuse costs 
accounted for §453 million, or 74% o f  that total. Cost by category 
includes:

• §319 million from productivity losses
• §146 million from criminal justice and protective services
• §123 million from health care
• §21 million from traffic crashes
• §4 million from public assistance

d̂cohol Treatment Waitlists
T he waiting lists for alcohol treatment recendy identified in “Waiting in 
Line for Treatment” show an average o f 302 people in seven Alaskan 
communities have signed up~For treatment in  a program diat has no 
space available for them. This includes w aitng  lists of: 56 for women’s
or women widi children programs, 197 needing adult residential 
treatment, 4 for youth programs, and 44 needing adult outpatient 
treatment.

For each type o f  service offered, the num ber o f  days people remain on 
the waiting list is different. Women waiting for treatment in a program 
that accepts women and children wait the longest, averaging 107 days. 
People who sign up to receive general or long-term  residential care also 
tend to wait longer than average (81 and 87 days, respectively). Those 
waiting for women-only programs average 45 days and those waiting 
for dual diagnosis residential care wait an average o f 43 days.

Elimination o f  the waiting lists is a good first step, but it would not 
allow the State to provide treatment to everyone who needs it and who 
would accept if it were immediately available.

Does treatment work?
Alcoholism is a chronic, progressive, disease. It is treatable. Many 
people relapse several times bctore achieving long-term sobriety. But a
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recent study examining the effectiveness of publicly funded treatment programs in Alaska found that 56 
percent o f outpatient clients and 42 percent o f  residential clients abstained from alcohol for one year after 
treatment. The study found a strong association between abstinence and participation in follow-up care and 
peer support groups such as alcoholics anonymous.

The study also found that, among participants:
Arrests and motor vehicle accidents decreased;
Full-time employment increased from 30 percent to 45 percent;

• Unemployment rates dropped from 45 percent to 24 percent;
• Visits to hospital emergency rooms declined.

An indication o f the pervasiveness o f alcohol 
abuse is the percentage o f  Alaskans who 
report acute (binge) and chronic drinking. In 
1999,19% of Alaskan adults reported binge 
drinking compared with 15% nationwide.

Alcohol consumption rates illustrate the 
extent o f alcohol-related problems. Alaska 
has the second highest rate o f alcohol 
consumption in the nation, behind 
Wisconsin.

What should, he done?

1 v Increase availability o f  substance abuse treatment for adults by increasing die number o f  beds at
existing residential facilities for both short term and long term care as well as increasing the availability 
o f dual diagnosis treatment for those individuals with both a substance abuse and a mental healdi 
diagnosis. ($471.8 GF, $1442.6 GF/MH);

2. Increase treatment in rural Alaska by placing approximately 18 additional professionals trained in 
mental health and substance abuse counseling in rural communities; providing a minimum level o f  
funding for small community outpatient treatment programs and increasing the funding for transitional 
housing for substance abusers leaving out-of-town treatment programs ($1,062.0 GF; $1,117.7 
GF/MH; $300.0 MHTAAR);

3. Restore the successful Alcohol Safety Action Program to provide more substance abuse screening and 
monitoring o f  court-ordered treatment, including drunk drivers ($470.0 GF);

4. Maintain existing funding for Mental Health Trust programs for Women and Children alcohol 
programs by replacing MHTAAR funding which is transitioned to G F/M H  ($300.0 GF/M H, -$300.0 
MHTAAR);

5. There are additional alcohol treatment, inhalant abuse prevention and suicide prevention increments 
that arc part o f the Children's Health Initiative as well as a fund change from Federal to GF for existing 
Detox and Dual Diagnosis treatment in Anchorage and annualization costs included in the 
department's Maintain Services analysis.

Percentage of Alaskans Reporting Acute (Binge) and 
Clironic Drinking

■  Chronic 
Drinkers 

□  Acute 
Drinkers

Source: Alaska Behavioral Risk Factor Surveillance System, N-tional Institute o f Alcohol Abuse anti Alcoholism
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A p ril 18 , 2002

Senate F inance  C om m ittee 
State o f A laska  
J uneau , AK  99801

R E : STATE BUDGET CUTS AFFECTING THE CITY OF KENAI

At th e ir re g u la rly  schedu led  m ee tin g  o f A p r il 17, 2 0 0 i! 
concerns in  re ga rd  to state budge t cuts that w ill affcc t 
areas. W e  have  lis te d  those concerns w ith  a  b rie f exp!

D i v i s i o n  o f  P a r k s  a n d  O u t d o o r  R e c r e a t i o n / C a p t a i n  C o o k  S t a t e  R e c r e a t i o n a l  A r e a

Forc ing the c losure  o f the C ap ta in  Cook State P ark w 
area res iden ts , a n d  res idents  o f o ther o u tly in g  areas

1. Loss o f services offered by o u r lo c a l b i
tackle , g ifts , etc. o f v is ito rs  w ho  trave l to the C ity o f K ena i a n d  n o rth  to the P a rk . O ur 
bus inesses depend o n  sum m e r tou rism  and  m any  o f th e ir c lien te le  come to K ena i as a 
des tin atio n  a n d  w a n t to en joy  w ha t the K ena i com m un ity  has  to offer a nd  the cam p in g , beach

w
ml

, the K en a i C ity C ounc il d iscussed th e ir 
the C ity o f K ena i as w e ll as its o u tly in g  

ila n a tio n  be low :

il l im pact o u r 7 ,0 0 0  city res iden ts , N ik is k i
of K ena i in  two w ays:
sinessee used fo r repa irs , food , fis h in g

etc. that is  offered a t the P a rk , 
a ga in , a lo n g  w ith  o u r res iden ts  and

w a lks , f is h in g , b o a tin g , sw im m in g , canoe ing , h ik in g ,
2 . Those sam e bus iness  owners w ill lose 

residents o f the N ik is k i a rea a n d  other s u rro u n d in g  com m un itie s , by e lim in a t in g  the ir safe and 
supervised backdoo r p la y g ro u n d . The forced e lim im  tion  of supe rv is io n , outhouse a v a ila b ility , 
and  fire  p its  w ill inc rease  the r is k  o f p u b lic  h e a lth  a i i

R o a d  M a i n t e n a n c e

R oad m a in tenance  cond itio n s , year a ro u n d , are fa ilin g  and  in  p a rt ic u la r , the K ena i S pur
H ighw ay  from  K en a i to P ickle H ill outs ide o f Soklotn
use every d a y , a ll d ay . It  is  not ju s t  the m a in  road  in to  K ena i d irectly  from  So ldo tna and 
A nchorage , b u t the o n l y  d irect ro ad . T h is  road  rece ves pedestrian , b icyc le , p e rsona l veh ic le , 
heavy e qu ipm en t, a n d  tracto r-tra ile r use . It is  im pe  -stive th is  road  be kept in  good trave lin g  
cond ition  — a n d  f illin g  a r  d  re f illin g  potholes ju s t  ia  not adequate .

d safety.

i .  T h is  stretch o f h ighw ay  receives heavy

E l i m i n a t i o n  o f  F o o d  H e a l t h  I n s p e c t i o n s

F a ilu re  o f the State to fu n d  overs igh t and  inspection 
k itchens , day care centers, tattoo/body p ie rc in g  par 
endanger everyone's life  w ho  goes to schoo l, eats, sv r: 
th is  fa ilu re  w ill d ire c tly  je opa rd ize  m illio n s  o f federa

o f re s tau ran ts , grocery stores, Gchool 
ors, p u b lic  pools a nd  accom m odations w ill 
im s , w ades, a n d  breathes. A dd itio n a lly , 
do lla rs  that pay  for schoo l a n d  c h ild / a d u lt
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care m ea ls . Is  it  the  L eg is la tu re 's  in te n tio n  to cu t even 
depend o n  to care fo r o u r state’s c h ild re n  and  a d u lt  a
Is  it  the Leg is latu re 's  in te n tio n  to force lo ca l m u n ic ip a lit ie s  to take over in spec tion  
re spons ib ilitie s?  I f  the  lo c a l m u n ic ip a lity  does not have the  fu n d s  a va ila b le  to take on th is  
fu nc tio n , is  it  the Leg is la tu re 's  in te n tio n  to tu rn  its  b apk  on  its  c itizens , v is ito rs , a n d  itse lf and  

e ndange r a ll o u r lives?

zne
m ore d o lla rs  o u r schoo l d is tric ts  

meads?

P .U T w ln a tlo n  o f  S t a t e  T r o o p e r s

The Leg is la tu re 's  fa ilu re  to fu n d  the th ird  ye a r o f the 
T roopers a n d  court officers w ill re q u ire  c u tt in g  three 
one suppo rt s ta ff from  the  K ena i P en in su la , re duc in g  
Is  th is  no t one m ore fa ilu re  by  the L eg is la tu re  to prot&

The State's fa ilu re  to protect the P e n in su la  w ill create] s ign ific a n t im pacts  to the C ity o f K ena i, 
not because it  w o u ld  be re qu ire d , b u t because we w ou ld  be m o ra lly  o b liga te d . Some o f those 
im pacts  w ou ld  in c lu d e :

A ss is tin g  State P arks , F ish  &  W ild life , Tish &  G am e;

R espond in g  to in ju ry  bo a tin g  acc idents 

twelve m ile s  o f the K en a i R ive r;
R espond in g  to search a n d  rescue incid{<

K ena i R iver;
•  R espond in g  to life- th reaten ing  in c id e n  

pu t o u r enforcem ent officers in  life- th reaten ing  je o p a  dy ;
•  R espond in g  to m ore and m ore tasks outs ide o u r city lim its , pu llin g  o u r 

resources away from  in c id e n ts  in  the c ity .

negotiated la b o r contract w ith  the State 
troopers, one cou rt services officer, and  
24-houx coverage in  some o f o u r areas. 
:ct its  c itizens' lives?

Because the State is  re fu s in g  to fu n d  its  ow n agencie 
m u n ic ip a lit ie s  w ho  DO NOT have the  m eans a n d  a b ili

W e fttily  rea lize the  oppo rtun ity  fo r testim ony has  paused, however we s t ill w an t to address 
these issues to everyone o f you  as m em bers o f the Seriate F inance  C om m ittee .

(gu ide  a n d  pe rsona l use) on  the low er 

ents on  the low er tw elve m ile s  o f the 

s outs ide  o f tire c ity , w h ic h  in  tu rn  w ill

5 , it  forces the  re sp o n s ib ility  on  the loca l 
itie s  to assum e those re spon s ib ilitie s .

O n b e h a lf o f the  K e n a i C ity C o unc il, A dm in is tra tio n  
those o f the s u rro u n d in g  a rea , I  re m a in ,

S incere ly  you rs ,

C ITY OF KEN.

i in d  the c itizens o f o u r c om m un ity , a n d

John<J. W illia m s  
M ayor

J J W /c lf

cc: K ena i P en in su la  Leg is lato rs
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Testimony -  Senate Budget Hearings 
April 18,2002

My name is Susan Mason-Bouterse. I am the Executive Director o f Sunshine 
Community Health Center, a federally qualified health center located in Talkeetna, AK. 
We provide comprehensive primary care and enabling services to residents of the Upper 
Susitna Valley. These services include primary care, mental health, substance abuse 
screening, family advocacy, care coordination, home health nursing, dental care, and 
outreach to families with young infants. We are a safety net provider, providing services 
to people regardless of ability to pay through utilization of a sliding scale fee.

We have been in operation since 1986 as a small non-profit organization, governed by a 
community board of directors. This past year, we served approximately 2,000 different 
individuals, and provided over 6,000 encounter visits with patients. We provide a heavily 
used after hours emergency service and work very closely with area EMS when needing 
to transport patients to the nearest ER located in Palmer, approximately 90 minutes away 
(on a good day!)

The Assistance To Community Health Facilities grant program within the Division of 
Public Health, has in the past, been our only funding source, other than patient revenues 
and a small amount of United Way funding. Had we not had this funding, wc would 
have been forced to close our doors, leaving residents of the Upper Susitna Valley 
extremely under-served. Currently, we are receiving federal community health center 
funding, but we receive an ACHF grant to help support the salary o f our Medical 
Director. This State funding serves as a cost share to the federal program. Eliminating 
this grant could result for us in reduced federal funding, which could impact our ability lo 
provide needed services in this rural part of the stale.

As a member o f the Board of the AK Primary Care Association, 1 am also testifying on 
behalf of rural clinics that arc not receiving federal CHC funding but are relying on 
ACHF grant funds to survive. The proposed cuts will devastate these rural clinics and 
could (and probably will) result in rural clinic closures across the state.

Other proposed cuts to the DHSS budget will cause significant hardships. For example, 
the Early Tnfant Learning Program will result in cuts to programs that address prevention. 
These are programs that can save the state money in the future, not to mention saving 
incredible hardships for families. Proposed cuts to mental health and substance abuse

’A UnlluiJ Way P.jrllclputliig Agency"
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programs will result in severely minimized services, resulting in greater end-run costs, 
financial, personal, nnd community.

T understand and appreciate the Legislature’s dilemma and challenge in needing to reduce 
costs and develop a manageable budget for the coming year. However, health carc docs 
not need to be on the chopping block! Health care costs are rising. Small businesse' and 
working individuals are struggling to keep up insurance premiums. Currently, the only 
State funding dedicated to primary carc is $315,000. I urge the Senate NOT to reduce 
that amount and not to reduce already minimal funding for other health carc and 
behavioral health carc services

Thank you for your time and for the opportunity to express these concerns. I would be 
happy to answer any questions you may have.
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' ' nV‘- ^ Vv\h .[i A\ , r.eW'Xv ^ y \< \< X U \
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Aprij 18,2002

Alaska Stale Legislature Senators:

RH; SB 340 Permanent Fund Dividend ‘HOLD HARMLESS” 
PROVISION REPEAL • , ’ , i

I strongly oppose SB 340, that directly affects the Alaska Native 
population served by (lie Community Services Department of the 
Fairbanks Native Association. The membership of Fairbanks 
Native Association serves the Native population of 5000 residing 
in the Fairbanks North Star Borough. The Community Services 
Department clientele depends on the permanent fund for winter 
clothing, their children’s school supplies and other essential needs 
not provided by other financial resources. Also, the permanent 
fund allows families lo purchase eyeglasses and medical supplies 
not provided by the health care system. Again, on behalf the 
Community Services clientele (approximately 677 clients) and the 
Naliv'e community, I strongly oppose SB 340. Thank you. 
Sincerely, Freda M. Williams, Director, Community Services 
Department, phone (907) 452-5225, Fix (907) 452-6355
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V<.,Avt>- S oC  *S  ̂ c w f r  \ \ r . y ^  U(C>
r

A M  '• W  C v , # Vi . s . ^
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i P i , v  W y . . , T T ' V w -  ^

, U , \ *  v s \ S  a « l  * • * »  & * -  , '
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/d y .j  <_T/•"̂  *" A" C l A  /<At'-.f i

' f p Q . A t / ' J f f& .. r-U.^.ii, /Jla+jQ^ f r y  o f  
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CmAf t, ^oWd u .  ' ( p  y c d n - 5 1 9 ,

f t  f t "  r a * “ w ' f f t  l O i n n u f -  1

<+u* m x  ^  ^  f a

., Wl AU-n.ILty u . -bni/okic 4 x ^ 1  ■ . ' ■ ' ■ ■



APR-18-02 THU 07:00  PH FBX LEGIS INFORMATION FAX NO. 9074563346 P. 14

m j m - • A L A S K A  S T A T E  L E G I S L A T U R E
 ' _____________________________________________

• i _

M caso en te r into the record my testim ony to lhc_ j t o i i k  £ w m a ___________
/v • a . A : Commiiuiii Namfe''*

C om m ittee, cm V . D a t e d . _•

IV  (ax( b )  iL t j w A f f t -  MU i x &  Ao q I q ^

lo} W t A  N A i l l u x l M • • r > ^ k m .  O U M i n f o  f t m i L  i t c r ^ H u  ■,

WV) i<j i k  onJuyj- toh/v/ tfir - f i m f a b  i k
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To h-Afimbers of the Senate Finance Committee: ' ,

We arc currently attending our State PTA convention in Anchorage. As members of the 
Fairbanks community, and representing more than 22 local Parent-Teacher Association, 
wz shonyly encourage you to increase education. Funding by the $} 90 per student level ■
for FY 03," :

Pw ent-Tcaehcr Associations in Fairbanks regularly donate funds for numerous reasons to 
help meet basic educational needs in our schools-. Each year we are being asked to do 

. move with less -  this at a time when we have established higher standards and greater 
' expectations for both students and teachers. , i

' • * i • ■ • , ,

Quality education is our priority. We believe it is yours too. We hope you will show 
your support by voting to increase state education funding.,

Naomi, W-ds worth, Fairbanks Council of PTA President 
Viletia, Knight, Alaska PTA Regional U Vice President.

I/I 'J  SWON

W * l wrn/tm ..Ui ri.iUa«M* ... • **>

I .

nn-m-m im 'w w m m  ptdê:r zoo? -81-̂ v
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' 1

Please enter into the record my testimony, to the wX&O
C om m ittee,on  CJL^ >  I _ D ated m ix  : z m

iBill/Subject ' '  ■ ’

THE .TIME HAS COME TO CONCENTRATE ON REVENUE PRODUCING IDEAS AND NOT 
CONCENTRATING on how WE CAN BALANCE THE BUDGET ON THE BACKS OF ALASKA’S 
POOR. I urgo you lo walk a mile In the shoes of those In your district who are down on their luck 
and need a lljtl* help finding (half way. ■ And If you are In a district full of middle class and high • 
class, remember Ihe biblical quote, ‘There bul for the grece of God go I,*
The proposed service cuts of tens of millions In e single year, plus the denial of strategic 
Inveslmenlfi for children and tha economy, will force layoffs of troopers end child protection 
workeri:, end a program to 9peed up adoptions and cut back on public health nuraea. I ssk you |o• reoonsldorl 1 .
It Is time We looked at the Alaska Permanent Fund Dividend. It has been an awesome gift 
however, it Is time that we started acting like responsible dtlzens and consider eliminating It or ■ 
reducing It. I also support the alcohol exclss tax: S3 347.
I know you have some very lough decisions and I am confident when you remember we are 
dealing with people's lives you will have Ihe courage to speak up and make th* right decisions,

SIGNED: P j i l U M )  l U f n & h ,  d ^ & U O  l u J f W U
Testifier ' ' ~  ’ • • ,

Representing

m  tjiim ji M  itu A
Addrcjs / Phzyrc Number
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DATE: April 18, 2002 Total Pages: 2

TO: Senate Finance Committee:

Senator Dave Donley, Co-Chair 
Senator Pete Kelly, Co-C.hair 
Senator Jerry Ward, Vice-Chair 
Senator Loren Leman 
Senator Lyda Green 
Senator Gary Wilken 
Senator Alan Austerman 
Senator Lyman Hoffman 
Senator Donny Olson

FROM: Mary Rosenzwelg, Executive Director

RE: Proposed amendments to the Senate HSS Finance subcommittee recommendation for the
Department of Health and Social Services, Alcohol and Drug Abuse Cervices (Component 
Summary):

Alcohol Safety Action Program (ASAP) component:
Amend subcommittee total of $1,028.1 (K) by $500 (K) to total of $1.528.1 thousand. 

Alcohol and Drug Abuse Treatment Grants component;
Amend subcommittee total of $19,342.2 (K) by $4,628.7 (K) to a total of $23.970.9 thousand.

On behalf of the Substance Abuse Directors Association of Alaska (SADA), which represents 56 directors of 
substance aouse treatment and prevention agencies statewide, I am writing this letter in lieu of public 
testimony before ihe committee on the issue of the FY  03 Operating Budget. While SADA recognizes that 
you are faced with a most daunting task as you balance state needs with available revenues, we urge you 
to place as a high priority the maintenance of core services and request that you consider restoration of two 
line items of particular concern to our organization.

Of particular concern to our organization are the proposed outs to two line items within the Alcohol and Drug 
Abuse Services BRU: Alcohol Safety Action Program (ASAP) and Alcohol and Drug Abuse Treatment 
Grants. Restoration of these line Items to at least FY  2002 funding levels is critical to maintaining any 
progress made last year on the issue of drunk driving. The ASAP program Is the first line of action for DWI 
offenders and has proven extremely effective in keeping individuals from reoffending. Proposed cuts of 
$500 K would effectively eliminate five out of eight adult ASAP programs from a system that is already 
overtaxed; and would completely eliminate the Juvenile ASAP program Initiated just thi* year. Proposed 
cuts to treatment programs serving those assessed by the ASAP programs as needing intensive drug and 
alcohol treatment will only serve to lengthen a waitlist that Is already prohibitive for the judicial system and 
individuals wanting treatment from seeing treatment as a viable option.

Further, the sizeable cut to treatment grants, effectively twenty percent from FY 02 levels, coupled with 
progressively larger cuts from our stale's federal treatment block grant due to failure to meet maintenance 
of effort requirements, would cause massive layoffs, facility closures, reduction In services and lengthening

Substance A buse Directors A ssociation * 4 1 11 M innesota Drive, A nchorage, AK 99503
(907) 770-2927 .  FAX (907) 258-6052
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of waitlists for people wanting services. The unfortunate alternative for many of these people will be the 
corrections system and state custody for their childre... Youth assessed as needing residential treatment 
will be forced to seek resources out-of-state. Treatment is proven to be cost effective when compared to 
the costs Incurred by untreated individuals repeatedly moving through the judicial and corrections system.
A  state that has neither the resources to expand corrections, nor the desire to Incarcerate every drunk 
driver cannot afford to Jeopardize systems proven cost effective,

Specifically, SADA Is requesting the following amendments to the Senate HSS Finance subcommittee 
recommendation for the Department of Health and Social Services, Alcohol and Drug Abuse Services 
(Component Summary);

Alcohol Safety Action Program (ASAP) component;
Amend subcommittee total of $1,028,1 (K) by $500 (K) to a total of $1,528.1 thousand.

Alcohol and Drug Abuse Treatment Grants component;
Amend subcommittee total of $19,342,2 (K) by $4,628.7 (K) to a total of $23,970.9 thousand.

W e respectfully urge you to consider these two requests. As I stated earlier, we realize you are faced with 
making some lough decisions and we have done our best to identify the most critical of services for 
restoration of funding.

Thank you for your consideration, I can be reached for questions at (907) 770-2927,
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To: Senate Finance Subcommittee Members:

Your proposed cuts to social service programs are going to have an extremely detrimental impact 
on future state budgets. Reducing funding to Medicaid, Denali Kid Care, Foster Parent Programs, Alcohol 
& Tobacco Use Cessation/Prevention Programs, Power Cost Equalization, Mental Health Programs, 
AVTEC, General Assistance, Education, Suicide Prevention, Education, Public Heahh Nurses, Adoption 
Programs, Family Preservation Programs, Head Start, TANF, and other vital programs will have result In 
even mote calls to Emergency Medical Service providers.

As Health &  Safety Educator for Tanana Chiefs Conference, I daily see the combined positive 
effects of the programs you propose to cut. During my trips to communities throughout the Upper Tanana, I 
often receive requests for additional social services, especially mental health services. 1 relay these 
messages to the Tok Area Counseling Center, but they already have too large a caseload.

Additional fbnding cuts to social service programs is going to result In even fewer people 
receiving services, resulting in increases in domestic violence, elder abuse, child abuse, sexual assault, 
violent crimes, alcoholism, drug abuse, and suicide. This is entirely contrary to the goals of Governor 
Knowles and to the promises you made to your constituents when you ran for State Senate.

Many people who dedicate themselves to social service work countless hours of overtime without 
asking for, or expecting, compensation. Your proposed cuts are going further overburdon these people, 
cause burnout, and lead to an apathetic work force that can no longer provide the individualized services 
thal their at risk clients require in order to remove themselves from dependency upon social services. The 
idiocy of your proposed budget cuts is beyond words.

During my volunteer work at the Upper Tanana Aging Program 1 often hear elders discussing 
whether to buy necessary medication or to heat their homes. If Power Cost Equalization funding is reduced, 
they will be forced to discuss whether to buy food, heating oil, or medication. For some elders, the meal 
they receive from the Upper Tanana Aging Program is the only meal they have that day.

As a volunteer Emergency Medical Technician for Tok Area Emergency Medical Service, I am 
one of the 28 volunteer medical personnel who cover an area the size of die State of Virginia. One-third of 
our members are Emergency Medical Technician-lll’s, the highest training level without moving to attend 
a paramedic program. Our service has been extremely proactive in training it’s members. The result is a 
high level of care not possible in many rural areas.

As medical training requires re-ccrtification every two years, the loss of training funds will result 
m advanced care no longer being provided. Being the first medical service on the Alaskan side of the 
ALCAN, in the summer many of our patients are elderly and require advanced medical procedures, 
Without continued medical training and equipment fbnds Alaska will become prohibitive to all visitors 
except the most hardy. The hardy are often the young with the smallest disposable income. Thus s cut 
social services will also have a detrimental effect on tourism.

Petroleum, forestry, and commercial fishing operations will also have a smaller pool of 
Emergency Medical Technician to hire from to provide medical services. This will result in higher death 
rates in tho oil, logging, and fishing industries. These deaths will be a direct result of your actions.

Please do not cut funding to the people who daily arc working towards making Alaska a healthier 
and safer place to raise the next generation of Maskans.

Sincerely,

Mary L. Martin 
T>0 Box 434 
Tok, AK 9978&-0434
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PO Box 20578, Juneau, Alaska 99802 (907)586-5699 o & fax e-m ail: seavalanche@ gci.net

an educational n o n pro fit co rp o ra tio n  web: w w w .avalanche.org; click on  S outheast A laska link

April 18, 2002

Avalanche Safety Funding
* A laska lo ses m o re  p e o p le  e v e ry  y e a r  to  a v a la n c h es  th a n  a n y  o th e r  s ta te , 
re g a rd le ss  o f p o p u la tio n ; b u t  we a lo n e  am ong th e  snow  a n d  m o u n ta in  s ta te s  h a v e  no
g o v e rn m e n t a v a la n c h e  e d u c a t io n  a n d  fo re c a s t in g  p ro g ra m .

* This Issue affects all A laskans, n o t ju s t  b ack co u n try  re c rea tio n is ts :

+ Highways: The Seward, R ichardson, Dalton, Klondike, Old Glenn, a n d  H aines Highways; 
Thane Road, Egan Expressway, Basin Road, an d  a  host o f sm aller roads a n d  streets  all have  
avalanche problem s w hich im pact m otorists an d  o u r s ta te ’s econom y.

There is no avalanche forecasting a t all in Southeast Alaska. This w inter, schoolbusses on  
Thane Road in  Ju neau  w ere h it twice by avalanche d u st clouds; near-m isses th a t illu s tra te  
the  risk. T he legal a n d  h u m a n  co st o f on e  d e s tro y e d  sch o o lb u s  w ou ld  p a y  fo r  
m an y  y e a r s  o f  a v a la n c h e  fo re c a s tin g !

+ U rban res id en ts : A n u m b er of hom es and  businesses in Valdez an d  C ordova w ere h it and  
desu 'oyed in the  1999-2000 Southcentral Alaska cycle. Juneau  alone has 62 houses, 1 hotel, a
freeway, an d  m uch of a  boa t h a rb o r in  avalanche zones; o th e r towns w ith hom es in 
avalanche areas include Anchorage-Eagle River, G irdwood, Moose Pass, a n d  K ennicott.

+ W orkers: Highway, city, an d  ra ilro ad  m ain tenance  crews, pow erp lan t an d  line  w orkers, 
loggers, rescue personnel, ski pa tro llers, and  guides a re  frequen tly  exposed to avalanche 
danger. Even such norm ally  low-risk jobs as m aking deliveries involve avalanche risk 
w hen houses, highw ays, and  in d u stria l facilities a re  located  in avalanche zones.

* P rev e n tio n  Is c h p a p e r  th a n  re scu e :

+ Avalanches a re  expensive: a very  rough estim ate from  the s ta te  D epartm ent of Em ergency 
Services for the  cost o f  the big 1999-2000 avalanche cycle in S ou thcen tra l is $16 m illion.

+ Even a  fairly  sim ple backcountry  avalanche search  an d  rescue  effort can cost th o u san d s  
of d o lla rs  a n d  m an y  h o u rs  o f d a n g e ro u s  v o lu n te e r  w ork .

+ P rev e n tio n  a n d  fo re c a s tin g  WORKS: In  S w itze rlan d , th e  a v a la n c h e  fa ta l i ty  
ra te  has decreased  in recen t years d esp ite  growing n u m bers o f peop le  i r  the  Alps as a 
resu lt of th e ir governm ent-funded  education , forecasting, an d  m itigation  p rogram .

* P lease  s u p p o r t  th e  re m a in in g  P ub lic  S afe ty  a v a la n c h e  fu n d in g , a n d  in c re a se  th e  
am o u n t if  possible! The am ount rem ain ing  in the  budget is now here n e a r  enough  to ru n  a 
forecasting program , b u t every  little  b it WILL help the  n onpro fits  c a rry  ou t o u r  educa tion  work!

1

mailto:seavalanche@gci.net
http://www.avalanche.org
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U.S. Avalanche Fatalities by Activity 
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TO: Members of the Senate Finance Committee
Co-Chairs Senator Dave Donley and Senator Pete Kelly 
Vice-Chair: Senator Je rry  Ward
Members: Senators Loren Leman, Lyda Green, Gary Wilken, Alan 
Austerman, Lyman Hoffman, and Donald Olson

RE: Avalanche Awareness Education is Cheaper than
Search and Rescue Missions to Recover Dead Alaskan Bodies

FROM: Aedene L. Arthur, A M.O.M. (Alaska Mom On a Mission)

A DOLLAR SPENT ON PREVENTION AND EDUCATION CAN SAVE 
THOUSANDS IN SEARCH AND RESCUE COSTS.

First I would like to thank you for your previous support in avalanche 
awareness education. Proclaiming November as Alaska Avalanche Awareness 
Month gives a target month to schedule activities, publicize classes and 
materials available for public perusal, promote the importance of avalanche 
awareness, and to urge Alaskans to purchase and iearn how to use Basic 
Avalanche Rescue Gear (beacon, probe, and shovel).

I would skho like to thank you for your support in last year’s funds of $50,000 to 
help with avalanche education. Once Alaskans realize education is an 
important element in traveling safely in the backcountry w here avalanches 
might occur, there must be classes available for them to attend. Part of the 
problem in educating people has been that there have been very few avalanche 
specialists who could offer enough classes to fulfill the need. Part of the $50,000 
implemented a ’’Reach and Teach” train the tra iner program. Avalanche 
technicians from around the state ( Fairbanks, Sitka, Cordova, Girdwood, 
Wasilla, and Eagle River to name a few sites) were brought together to plan 
teaching activities and strategies. These teachers then returned to their 
communities and are giving presentations and teaching classes.

A member of BAART is one of the Reach and Teach participants, and has 
reached over 1800 individuals (from Boy Scouts to school classes to business 
groups) since the first Reach and Teach training session. He was able to do this 
much because he is not employed during the w inter season. The very small 
stipend he received through the Reach and Teach program helped him to buy 
food to get through the winter. Volunteers can't be expected to do everything,



especially if they work all day. MONIES IN THE BUDGET CAN HELP THE 
REACH AND TEACIl PROGRAM TO CONTINUE.

Education and CONSISTENT, accurate information about weather and 
snowpack conditions arc both necessary factors for informed decisions about 
traveling in the backcountry. Since Alaska docs not have a Forecast Center, 
education is extremely important. MONIES IN THE BUDGET CAN 
SUPPORT EDUCATIONAL ACTIVITIES. Note: Backcountry travelers who 
cannot access information about conditions before traveling is like taking away 
pilots’ and boaters’ ability to access weather conditions before planning a trip.

Alaska has the highest avalanche death rate per capita than any other state. 
Sixty-nine people have died since 1986; fourteen in 1999 alone. As of April 15, 
thirty-two Americans have died in avalanches this winter; eight or one-fourth of 
these deaths have occurred in Alaska.

An avalanche death is not just a statistic, this is an Alaskan citizen. This person 
is typically a lather, husband, sibling, aunt or uncle; an important member of 
the local community and work place. Each death adversely affects the Alaskan 
economy: the person is lost from the work force, and the wagc-earner who 
helps support a family can no longer contribute to the family's welfare.

Alaskans have been portrayed by some as independent adventurers who won't 
listen to warnings, but no Alaskan (no matter how adventurous or independent) 
enters the backcountry with a death wish. Until a CONSISTENT source of 
information about conditions in the most-traveled areas in the backcountry is 
available for easy access by the traveler, EDUCATION IS CRITICAL.

The cost to the Alaskan economy of Search and Rescue missions that recover 
dead bodies is very high. I he Turnagain Pass avalanche where six Alaskans 
died (two of them service men) cost between SI and S2 million alone. This 
includes the cost of National Guard, other government agencies involved, and 
work time lost by volunteer searchers.

T he search and body recovery for the father and teen-ager from Fairbanks 
who died this winter was costly: to the family, to the community, to the 
Government Agencies involved. Through education, Alaskans get the message 
about the importance of Avalanche Rescue Gear. If someone is buried, those in 
the party have the toois to give the person a chance to survive. .Ta body is 
found immediately, then a search and rescue mission is not necessary.



Groups such as BAAkT arc doing as much as they can to hold classes and get 
information into the hands of Alaskans. One such project is the placement of 
Avalanche Awareness Materials Sets of 5 videos and 5 books in middle and 
high schools, and public libraries around the state. This is being accomplished 
through tax-deductible $200 donations from organizations, businesses, and 
individuals. These materials are often given in memory of a loved one who has 
died in an avalanche. The goal is to have these materials in all Alaska libraries 
where people live who can travel to avalanche terrain, by October. (WANT TO 
HELP PLACE A SET IN A LIBRARY? MY EMAIL IS bcth@mtaonline.net, 
and I do presentations.)

We arc hoping that packets can be sent in October to libraries, businesses, and 
groups around the state promoting Avalanche Awareness Month. These 
packets can include information about materials available in libraries as well as 
other educational hand-outs. At this time, there arc no Alaska-generated 
educational hand-outs that can be utilized. MONIES IN THE BUDGET 
EARMARKED FOR AVALANCE EDUCATION COULD BE USED IN PART 
TO PRODUCE MATERIALS TO PROMOTE AWARENESS.

I realize this is a long missal to read, and I hope it is all right to have it hand- 
delivered. I cannot testify via teleconference because I have accompanied my 
elderly parents to Oregon so they could visit relatives and friends. It is difficult 
for me to hand-write a letter because I have carpal-tunnei syndrome. But it was 
important for me to put some of my thoughts on paper for your perusal.

I understand $35,000 has been added to this year's budget for avalanche 
education. Thank you to those w ho moved and supported this effort. I 
understand the struggles you all have in Juneau this year. My Alaska family 
consists of four generations, and many of the state programs and other actions 
you arc considering in Juneau have a tremendous effect on all our lives. I could 
probably spend ever}’ day testifying on items in connection with my family and 
my community service projects.

But I ask you today ( in memory of my son, the other 68 Alaskans who have died 
since 1986, and their families) to continue to support avalanche education 
elTorts to save lives and save the state monies in search and rescue efforts by (at 
the very least) retaining (if not increasing) the budgeted amount. Thank you - 
Aedcne L. Arthur, IICO 2 Box 7300, Palmer 99645 907-745-5374

mailto:bcth@mtaonline.net
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P k —c w ater in to  th e jc c o n i my testim ony to the S G S V f i f e  'T i f l r f / I G L J

* * * * * *  j L a o c t r k f *  ^
bill/subject 1 f -----------------*

We need to fond our student’s education. 1 am urging you to settle for 
nothing less than S190 per child school increase in education funding. We 
have failed to keep up with inflation for more than a decade. Alaska’s 
children arc paying the price. Fund education as a constitutional mandate 
before other programs are funded. J support the option of funding education 
with monies from the permanent fund! I am also in favor of taking monies 
out of each individual pay check once a year for education only. This was 
done in the past and could be done now. If we set up taxes we need an 
expensive structure to support that system.

M p M lt

A d d n i
— - W s - V t t t a . _______________
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STATE OF ALASKA/ LEGISLATIVE AFFAIRS AGENCY
Petersburg Legislative Information office P.O. Box 1470 Petersburg, AK 99833
Phone: 907-772-3741 Fax: 907-772-3779

F A X  T R A N S M I S S I O N

TO: Senate Finance Committee, Attn Mindy Rowland

FAX: 907-465-2187
DATE: April 18,2002
RE: Written Testimony/ Budget Bills
FROM: Ellen Sharpsteen

P lease enter this w ritten testim ony into the record for yesterday’s hearing in 
SFIN  on the H B 403/404 and SB288/289. M s M enish-N icci also requests 
that M em bers o f  the C om m ittee receive a copy o f  her com m ents.
T hank  you,
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FROM : f-EUCC 15)9077724694 I TTI TTTTTT PHONE ND. : 9077724694 ftpr. IB 2002 08:51AM PI

For the Senate Finance Com.

My name is Marilyn Menish-Mcucci from Petersburg and I am testifying as a resident of 
the State of Alaska. I am so baffled by what you are doing in Juneau it is hard to know 
where to start. You are cutting every thing that helps our state function and be a place 
that people want to live in and raise a family. If you under fund the Marine Highway 
System we will have less service than we did in the 1%0’s. By cutting snow removal the 
roads will not be plowed on our school bus route. By cutting snow removal at our airport 
that would mean wc in Petersburg will have a hard time getting out of town, especially 
with the cut in the Marine Highway. Do you understand that 50% of the tourists headed 
for Anchorage and Fairbanks are traveling on the Marine Highway to get there?? I feel 
most of you have forgotten why you are in Juneau. You are there for the betterment of 
our state as a whole, not just for a distriot here or there. 1 feel a state income tax would 
be a way to have those that work in our stale seasonally help pay for the services they 
use. You need to get focused and get a fiscal plan for the years to come. I am opposed to 
a state sale tax as Petersburg [and many other communities] already has a sales tax in 
place. I have heard many people in the last hour [from all over the state] testify that they 
are ready for a state income tax. ARE YOU LISTENING????? Thank you.



Senate Committee on the Budget

Subject: Senate Com m ittee on the Budget 
Date: Thu, 18 Apr 2002 09:39:13 -0800 

From : "Anne Sudkamp (and Tim Walker)" <lhacsl @uaf.edu>
To: Mindy_Rowland@legis.state.ak.us

My fam ily  and I s tro n g ly  support im plem entation o f a S ta te  income ta x . We 
denounce f u r th e r  budget c u ts , e s p e c ia l ly  red u c in g  w e lfa re  e l i g i b i l i t y  fo r  
A laska PFD r e c ip ie n t s .

Anne Sudkamp 
PO Box 83304 
Fairbanks, AK 99708

Residence (not m ailing ) ad d ress :
1729 F la tp ic k  Road 
F a irbanks, AK 99709

1 til I 4/18/02 10:10 AM

mailto:Mindy_Rowland@legis.state.ak.us


comments for Senate Finance Committee

Subject: comments for Senate Finance Committee 
Date: Thu, 18 Apr 2002 10:47:53 -0700 (PDT) 

From: Lewis Overton < lewy_o@yahoo.com> 
Reply-To: lewy@iname.com

To: Mindy_Rowland@legis.state.ak.us

09:08 4/18/2002
Senate Committee on the Budget 
mindv rowland@legis.state.ak.tis

First, thank you for listening. I write to protest what I see as a short sighted, head-in-the-sand approach to 
state funding without benefit of a long term financial plan. I object. This is not what I elected my senator 
and representatives to do.

The house may he "holding the line on spending", but I feel very threatened. T he proposed budget 
endangers both quality of life and public safety. The excuse is to avoid us; <g dividends from the 
Permanent Fund and to avoid taxing Alaskans in order to provide services to Alaskans. But state provided 
services are needed. Some things we cannot do for ourselves and must do either collectively or not at all.

I can’t provide for myself the stale parks that have been developed c 'ic years. 1 might buy land and 
build or buy a cabin out Chena Hot Springs Road, or at Harding Lake, . Birch Lake, but I certainly cannot 
provide my own recreational site at all of these. I am unwilling to carry a gun and go through the training 
necessary to become my own Alaska State Trooper. 1 doubt that 1 could perform a competent food service 
inspection for every place where I dine. Perhaps Fairbanks could do it for me, but what of those places 
outside a city? Besides, shifting the burden from state to city saves no money. It increases costs by 
increasing overhead through redundancy. Cuts causing reduction of timber sales directly cost us all.

So I don’t see the point of this incessant cutting. Some services are needed and are best provided on a 
shared basis, through the state. Using the Permanent Fund dividends is not the honor it is made out to be; 
that was the original intent of the fund. I was here when it began and I collected that first $1,000 dividend. 
Even if the fund would not support our needs, Alaskans arc very lightly taxed. We, as a group, can 
certainly afford lo pay our o\ way, but the idea of "doing it all ourselves" is quaint at best. Anachronistic 
is a better word.

The last quarter century has seen a steady growth in quality of life. 1 like the diverse definitions of a high 
quality of life, but my choice includes some peace of mind from a good public safely and court system, 
safe places to eat and to visit, outdoor recreation in a clean area, and not too many people. The only thing 1 
sec the current budget proposal providing is not too many people. Some will leave. Not a good way lo 
proceed.

Lewis Overton 
3281 Edby Rd 
Fairbanks.AK 99709-2657 
907.479.6224 
lewy o@yahoo.com

Do You Yahoo!?

I of 2 4/1 S/02 10:14 AM

mailto:lewy_o@yahoo.com
mailto:lewy@iname.com
mailto:Mindy_Rowland@legis.state.ak.us
mailto:rowland@legis.state.ak.tis
mailto:o@yahoo.com


SB 2X9

Subject: SB 289
Date: Thu, IS Apr 2002 11:14:57 -0800 

From : "Dael Devenport" <daeJd@hotmail.com>
To: Mindy_Ro\vland@legis.state.ak.us

I am concerned about th e  re d u c tio n  in  the  EMS G ran ts Program. I am an 
EMT-II in  th e  Copper R iver V a lley . This summer we a re  ex p ec tin g  a huge 
in c re a se  in  th e  number o f t o u r i s t s  p a ss in g  th rough  our a re a  due to  a new 
P rin ce ss  Tours Lodge and a new N atio n a l Park S e rv ice  V is i to r  C en ter. Even 
w ith  our c u rre n t EMS su p p o rt, we do no t have adequate  re so u rce s  to  co v er the 
number o f people  o r  the  la rg e  a re a . I f  on ly  one to u r  bus was in v o lv ed  in  an 
a c c id e n t, we would n o t be a b le  to  p ro v id e  the  c a re  needed even i f  we pooled  
a l l  of th e  EMS re so u rce s  in  the  e n t i r e  Copper R iver re g io n . I f  th e  EMS 
G rants Program i s  reduced , our a b i l i t y  to  p ro v id e  adequate  m edical c a re  to  
peop le  in  our a re a  w i l l  be f u r th e r  d im in ished . T his means th a t  peop le  w il l  
d ie  fo r  reaso n s th a t  cou ld  be p rev en ted  w ith  adequate  EMS su p p o rt. P lea se  
re c o n s id e r  th e  red u c tio n  o f the  EMS G rants Program.

Thank you,
Dael A. Devenport 
EMT-II
Copper R iver EMS

Chat w ith  f r ie n d s  o n lin e , t r y  MSN M essenger: h t t p : / /m essen g er.n s n . com

I of I 4/18/02 11:15 AM
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April 18,2002

To members of the Senate Finance Committee:

The annual state PTA convention is happening today in Anchorage 
concurrently with this opportunity to testify. Thus, many of us are 
unable to personally testify at our local LIOs. On behalf of the
13,000 strong membership of the Alaska State PTA, we STRONGLY 
urge you to increase education funding by the $190 per student 
level for FY 03. Increased education funding is consistently one of 
our most Important priorities as we witness the erosion of quality 
education for our students due to ongoing inflation and other 
Increased costs.

Members of PTA units throughout the state can testify to the fact 
that we are being called upon more and more to raise funds locally 
to help meet basic educational needs within our schools. Each year 
we witness the loss of essential programs that motivate our 
children to learn and succeed. We are losing the competitive edge 
In attracting excellent teachers and administrators to come to 
Alaska. This is happening at a time when we have established 
higher standards and greater expectations for our students.

We understand the need to solve the state fiscal gap, but not at 
the expense of your mandated duty to maintain a strong school 
system statewide. Quality education for Alaska's children must be 
the #1 priority. Please vote to Increase state education funding.

r

http://Mrww.akpta
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A la s k a  S ta te  L e g is la t u r e

Please en ter in to  the record m y testim ony to  t h e ______________Senate Finance________________
committee name

Com m ittee on SB 289 /  HB 403 O perating B udget, dated A pril 17, 2002 _____
bill # / subject

H onorable Senators o f  the Finance C om m ittee:

I ask you to seriously  consider not cutting education any further. Education funding has been 
eroded to the po in t that that our d istrict is no longer able to  o ffe r com petitive com pensation 
packages to attract and keep the best and brightest teachers fo r our kids.

The teachers w e have righ t now , w ere hired in  the days w hen the K enai Peninsula School 
D istrict was able to go dow n to the low er 48 and p ick  from  the  b est o f  the best at every jo b  fair. 
T hose days are gone. T oday  w e are encouraging ou r m ost experienced  teachers to LE A  VIS our 
schools in a sad  attem pt to m ake up fo r the lack  o f  state funding.

D oes anyone rem em ber the days w hen:
T here  w as an incom e tax.
T here  w as no perm anent fund dividend.
Education w as a priority.

Today:
T here  is no  incom e tax.
T here  is a perm anent fund dividend 
E ducation  is N O T a priority.

Inflation alone costs ou r schools $14.8 m illion dollars this year alone. P lease increase the 
foundation form ula. O ur children and our schools deserve to b e  a priority . Q uality schools 
build  strong citizens and strong com m unities.

S trong public schools prepare children for jobs o f  the 21st century.
FUND ED U C A T IO N  FIR S T  B EFO R E FU N D IN G  A N Y TH IN G  ELSE.

Signed: B ill V edders____________________________________________________________________
Testifier

Representing (optional)

P.O. Box 1484_______ Kenai, Alaska 99611_______________________________ __________
Address

- 283-3472_______________________________________________________________
Phone num ber
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( em appalled that you are again defunding medically necessary abortions for low-lncome 
women. Under the funding scheme proposed by HB 403, women with epilepsy, heart disease, 
cancer, and many other conditions for whom pregnancy Involves severe health consequences, 
but not death, would be denied abortion coverage. This plan works against families who are 
living below the poverty line. You are not taking into consideration the woman's health and the 
Impact on her capacity to care for herself or her existing family that probably Includes children.

Rather than being a cost saving measure, this act will actually cost Alaska more money.
If these women qualify for this medical care then they will qualify for pregnancy coverage. The 
average public cost of coverage for an unplanned pregnancy and infant care for one year Is 
approximately $30,000. In addition the State will be forced back Into litigation in what is sure to 
be a losing battle, wasting the State's time and money in an era of severe budget shortfalls.

The Alaska Supreme Court unanimously rejected the defunding lest year. Yet the Republican 
majority In the legislature consistently flout the checks and balances of our government when 
they persist in trying to override the judicial branch. This Is un-American. I question your 
commitment to ’he Alaska and US Constitution.

I understand you might not want to pay for this. There are many things the government pays for 
that I do not support and may abhor. You are making these decisions based on your own 
religious and moral beliefs. It is not your job to make such moral decisions for the entire state. 
Just as I would not force any woman to have an abortion how dare you force a woman to carry a 
problem pregnancy *o term.

/ 7 / v *  C Z f f C t '/
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April 18,2002

To members of the Senate finance Committee:

The annual state PTA convention Is happening today In Anchorage 
concurrently with this opportunity to testify. Thus, many of us are 
unable to personalty testify at our local LIOs. On behalf of the
13,000 strong membership or the Alaska State PTA, we STRONGLY 
urge you to fund education at the $190 per student leva) for FT 03. 
Increased education funding is conftatantiy one of our most 
Important priorities es we witness the erosion of quality education 
for our students due to ongoing inflation and othar Increased 
costs,

Members of PTA units throughout the state can testify to the fact 
mat we are being called upon more and more to raise hind* locally 
to help meat basic educational needs within our schools. Each year 
we witness the loes of essential programs that motivate our 
children to ieem and succeed, We are losing the competitive adge 
In attracting excellent teachers and administrators to come to 
Alaska. This Is happening at a time When we have established 
higher standards and greater oqpectetions for our students.

We understand the need to solve the state fiscal gap, but not at 
the expense of your mandated duty to maintain a strong school 
system statewide. Quality education for Alaska's children must bo 
the #1 priority. Please vote to Increase state education tending.
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P .q r ^ f T  1 -S & 3 c L i p W  (V f c h f f r x  ' \p\&x> \n'Mi

A £ , / l £  ■

t i m
T IT IV ircY i

f W  (  ;r f{ \ 4 ro

Q i i f c  £ ^ - a  " b o l o a r c o  P ^ . a p ^ v t i o ^

P j C Q S iT (? / i r \  _ ^ Q  \jp.0 Ca '̂x . ( P ^ q ^  1 >

^ L o r c f c s )  U ^ t v t  I c ^ a  ■ V a /^ rS )^  t Tva p̂ X o W a i Q  X n d . ^ t4 r o j ___

^ ) . n~o o >i A .-a ^  .___________________________________________     U  . ̂

" T M s  £ i A \  r G C - U C - f i + t a  ^\^ca^>  C o S V s  a s  tK - Q S iZ  c i l i# iT S

V l A \  V \ c l u -<2. I £2-S,S> O A O c S ^ Q l I ^ 'C o IoW kh.^  \r\ i J a ^  ' G c W - S '

f e t d c  Q J A a p n ^ a A

mailto:Kctchikan_LIO@legis.state.ak.us


L eg is la tiv e  Inform ation  O ffice
Email: Ketchikan_LIO@legis.state.ak.us 

50 Front St., Suite 203 Phone: (907) 225-9675
Ketchikan, Alaska 99901 Fax: (907)225-8546

WRITTEN TESTIMONY

N A M E : &g.to<?.CGs _________
ADDRESS: T 43<? S . ______________

, Alt. 5 ^ 9 01_________
PHONE:  ^ q -7-_______ .crs-T-g!______________

BILL# or SUBJECT: 'TbbA c-c.o rP ~o rd ^

COMMITTEE: ______________________________
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1 would like to express my support for maintaining and advancing health and human 
service programs in the new state budget. Sitka is a community that is blessed with 
several outstanding community and social service agencies. Our community relies - 
heavily not only on the services these agencies provide, but also on the livable income 
jobs these agencies provide local professionals. 1 salute and admire agencies such as 
Center for Community. Youth Advocated o f Sitka, Sitka Tribe o f Alaska, Sitkans Against 
Family Violence, Island* Counseling, SEARHC, Sitka Prevention and Treatment 
Services, D.F. Y.S. and others for doing their part to help keep our community healthy 
and safe. Most o f these programs survive on either direct funding from the state of 
Alaska, or grant funds from the state.

Growing up as a kid in Petersburg during ihe mte 70’s and early 80’s, I have very vivid 
memories o f the family problems and heart achs created in the community by rampant 
drug and alcohol abuse. I  am ve;y happy to say that I believe that the communities in our 
region are much healthier today. However, there is much work still to be done, and I  am 
afraid that i f  the mechanisms that provide alcohol and drug treatment and prevention are 
cut in the budgetary process, it w ill be our children and families who suffer the most 
Please help keep our communities sober and healthy by maintaining Health and Human 
services funding at it’s current levels.
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3/17/02

TO: Senate Finance Committee

Re: Budget hearings - SB 289 ^
From: James E. Fisher, 171 Farnsworth Blya, aolodtna, AK 99669 

Fax: 262-9641 phone: 2p~960l

Will you be able look the Alaska public in the eye to explain how you 
have failed to institute reasonable financial support for their essentia! 
state services?

Since the Senate has apparently approximated the General Fund budget 
proposed by the House, even more moderate Senate changes would result in 
painful slashes for essential education, public health and safety. T ask will 
those cuts:

1. In any way enhance the overall lives of all Alaskan residents, even 
those who only must worry about the safety of such a simple 
matter as eating in a restaurant?

2. How can the estimated reductions of 19-23, or more, fewer State 
Troopers adequately respond to death, disaster and critical search 
and rescue for any one, or all, of us?

3. How can our children receive even the level of education now 
available, under our presently stressed financial school systems?

Answering the apparent factual situation of these questions, challenges 
the Senate to explain the multiple adverse impacts that will affect your 
constituents and our neighbors.

Won’t failure to avoid the adverse impacts outlined above, look like a 
failure of nerve of the Senate?
tS o \T in 3 1702 tck-hcitrin j)
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Alaska State Legislature

Pleufl enter into the record my teidmony to the__________ Senate Finance~ committee mine

Committee on HB 403 / SB 289 Operating Budget, dtted April 17,2002
bill # / *ueject /Bnil^luKject /  /

J  wAvtZ  }lB <iD3 W  0  ^ I ’ -

i m  Z s ~  r  + * *  ( » '  *  " ' H

~  ¥ < /  ? ■ ■  f -  M I  *  " Z " *  L ^

tfou ( / « * # oAl of c n s  ■

SifOed:

iUpna«umf (option*!)

f'O- S o i M ~ , /{eU d /M . , O faaM  fy h ir f 

• W ifaj'tiiX  t_______________________________________
PhOfti number
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I  Alaska State Legislature

Please enter into the record my testimony to the Senate F inance

Committee on HB 403 / SB 289 Operating Budget, dated April 17, 2002
bill # /  subject

JS'Wut <fy urv\Q t(mcanon, j/wwu otw y/  ------
H&UJiCfJi Chun m d fftMtrfofa,
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Representing (optional)
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Alaska State Legislature

Please enter into the record my testimony to th e___________ Senate Finance_______________
committee name

Committee on HB 403 / SB 289 Operating Budget, dated April 17, 2002______________
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Testifier

Representing (optional)
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Legislative Information Office
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Alaska9s Children, Alaska's Future
G ive o u r schoo l? y o u r F U L L  su p p o rt • •

'WHEREAS, our Alaska Constitution rnindatas that the state provide in oducatlo.. system that offerers// our 
children the opportunity to succeed in life. _ *

* » * * i •

. WHEREAS, providing an ed*qu*w rdueation is not irwal or an urban issue. It’a an hjwe.

WHEREAS, research shows that quality teachers are the most significant factor in student achievement, and that 
teachers get the job done better witli a qualified warn of support staff and administrators.

WHEREAS, quality aducators arc linked to competitive compensation; and ia this time of tia.ionwide shortages, 
school districts must have the ability to attract and retain quality education professionals.

WHEREAS, each public school U expc ted lo implement new standards for teaching and l aming, however the 
State of Alaska has failed to fund die tota costs associated with successful Implementation of new school 
standards.

WHEREAS, from fiscal year-1990 w 2000, Inflation has trwUJ the tckootfoundation funding program by 
25%, soma S200 million.

WHEREAS, Alaska ranks dosd last among the state* In K-l 2 education spending as a percentage of total net 
spending, and the percentage decline irvper pupil spending over he past two decades Is tha highest In tha country.

WHEREAS, this prolonged decline In school funding has occui -od while the stale is asking educators to raise 
student standards.
WHEREAS, educators are increasingly being expect »d to solve many of the ptobluni of our larger society.

WHEREAS, each child is entitled to a first class opportunity to I ram. However, in too many schools 
instructional materials nr* Inadequate, textbooks ara out-of-date, class sizes ore too large, tire needs of many 
special needs students are immet and school districts lack ihe resources to attract and retain quality taacbers, 
administrator! and education support professionals.

WHEREAS, good schools *r* eeaentlil to a vlbranyjuallty ofllfo in Alaska. The quality, of our schools will 
affect our ability as a state to attract quality buiiryf and commerce and the jobs collateral to this development.

New, thereto

ProclaimA îupport for Alaska’s Children, /isijyk Entire, a statewide campaign ta achieve proper' 
hading ef^ r schaqls, and odrqtwe feeding for every Alaakaastadani. '*......

/-> J  r/ y o '& y i
.,:-....;FVv Signed this j  /  <h»y of /■p P f 'L / _________, 2002. V- *Vjef fa.V,'-
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Alaska’s Children, Alaska’s Future
G ive o u r schoo ls y o u r F U L L  s u p p o rt ■:

WHEREAS, our Alaska Constitution mandates thnt the state provide an education system that oflena// our 
children the opportunity to succeed in life. _

WHCREaS, providing an ndequuo educuion U not iniral or.ttn urtan issue. It’s m A/orhv\ issue. '

WHEREAS, research shows that quality teachers sue the ruost significant factor in student achievement, end dial 
teachers get tho job done better with a qualified team of support staff and administrators,

WHEREAS, quality educators arc linked to competitive compensation; and in this time of nationwide shortages, 
school districts must have the ability to attract and retain quality education professionals.

WHEREAS, each public school is expected to implement new standards for teaching and learning, however the 
State of Alaska has toiled to fond tht total costs associated with successful implementation of new' school 
standards.

WHEREAS, from fiscal year 1990 to 2000, Inflation has eroded the school foundation funding program by 
ZSn.somottOO million.

WHEREAS, Alaska ranks dead last among the' states m.K-12 education spending as a percentage of total net 
spending, and the percentage decline in per pupil spending over the past tyro decades is the’highest in tho country.

  ‘ .
WHEREAS, this prot vnged decline in school funding has occurred while (he state Is asking educators to raise
Student Standards.

WHEREAS, educators are increasingly being expected to solve many of the problems of our larger society.

WHEREAS, each child is onthled to e first class opportunity to learn. However, in too many schools 
instructional matsritlt are inadequate, textbooks are out-of-dne, class sixes are too large, (he needs of many 
special needs students arc unmet and school districts lack the resources to a nr act and retain quality teachers, 
administrators and education auppoet professionals.

WHEREAS, good acheoli are essential to a vibrant quality of life m Alaska. Tha quality of our schools will 
affect our ability as a state to attnu quality businwa und commerce and the jobs collateral lo this development.

New, therefore,

r

■afore, ~

Proclaim: ffkjsupport forAJaaka’jChildren, Alaska future, a utatcwidu cnmpaiga to achieve proper 
fuadlag of oar eebooH, tad adequate funding for every Abikan student.

■rt'J' / L ,  ifi ■ f i o . 'B d x  I ' t o
sttMt .hi, 1 L  of £Xj?l (Ay.... mi. ^  l(

‘s.'f v.vV.-'* ,1. IV^at
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Alaska’s Children, Alaska’s Future
'G ive o u r ̂c jk p p l^ y'our. F U L L  s u p p o rt; •

WHEREAS, our Alaska Constitution mandates that the state provide an education system that offexsallour .. 
children tho opportunity ta nuccMd In Ilf*, i '

’ WHEREAS, providingu adequateeducation Is not a rural or an urban issue. It’i inflation issue.

WHEREAS, research shows that quality teachers »rc the most significant factor in student K .ovomont, end that 
teachers get the job done bettr whh a qualified team of support staff and administrators.

WHEREAS, quality oducMort are linked to competitive Compensation: and in this time of hatlonwldo shortages, 
school districts must have the ability to attract and retain quality education professionals.

WHEREAS, each public school is expected to implement new standards for teaching and learning, however the 
State of Alaska has failed to fund the total cor.; associated with successful implementation of new school 
standards.

WHEREAS, from fiscal year 1990 to 2000, inflation ha* eroded thi school foundation funding program by 
2574, some £200 million. " 1 ••.

WHEREAS, Alaska ranks dead last ambttg the states In K-12 education spending at a percentage of total net 
spending, sod the percentage decline in per pupil spending over the past two decades is the highest in the country.

WHEREAS, this prolonged decline In school funding has occurred while the state is asking educators to raise 
student standards.

W HEREAS, educators are Increasingly being exparted lo solve many o f the problems o f  our larger society.

WHEREAS, each child is entitled lo a first class opportunity to leans. However, In too many schools 
Instructional materials are inadequate, textbooks arc out-of-datc, class sizes arc too large, the needs of many 
special needs students ara unmet and k HooI districts lack lire resources to attract and retain quality teacher!, 
administrator! and education support professionals.

WHEREAS, good schools are essential to a vibrant quality of llfo In Alaika. The quality, of our schools will 
affect our ability as a state to attract quality business and commerce and the jobs collateral to this development.

Now, therefore,

Proclaim1 rtyrupport for Alaska’* Children, Alaska Future, a Statewide c-.upalga to achieve proper 
fondlag of oar schools, aad adequate fonding forsvery Alaskan student

• j  h ' ' j \  ’ ,7 “ !'
Siened tills / 7  day o f / j f f i L l j _________ ,2002.

i ’« » • a:•» 4 * f.)
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Alaska*s Children,  Alaska*s Future
" i: G ive ourschpols y o u r F U L L s u p p o rt; - ' ’ •

WHEREAS, our Alaska Constitution mandates that the state provide an education system that oifvnall our 
children the opportunity to succeed In life. . ’
WHEREAS, providing an adequate education is not i-tvrai or an uimn issue. It’s an Alatkan. issue.
WIIEREAS, research shows thot quality teachers are the most significant factor In student achievement;'and that 
teachers gat tho job done better with o qualified team of support staff and administrators.

Y/HEREAS, quality educators ate linked to cfimpetitlvo compensation; and in this time of faationwtda shortages, 
school districts must have the ability to attract and retain quality education professionals.

WIIEREAS, each public school is expected to implement new standards for teaching and learning, however the 
Suit of Alaska has fuiled lo fund the total costs associated with successful implementation of new school 
standards,

WHEREAS, from fiscal year 1990 to 2000, inflation has eroded ike school foundation funding program by 
25*4, soma $200 million.

WHEREAS, Alaska ranks dead last among the state; In K: 12 education spending as a percentage of total net •••• ■ 
spending, and the percentage decline in per pupil spending over the past twe decades is the highest m the country,.

WIIEREAS, this prolonged decline in school funding hu occurred while (he state is asking educators to raise 
student standards.

WHEREAS, educators are increasingly being cxpeclod lo solve many of the problems of our larger society.

-WHEREAS, each child is entitled to a first class opportunity to (cant. However, in too many schools 
instructional materials ore inadequate, textbooks air. out-of-date, class sizes are too large, the needs of many 
special needs students ore unmet and school districts lack tht resources to attract tuid retain quality teachers, * 
administrators and education support professionals.

WHEREAS, good schools are essentia! to a vibrant quality of lift in Alaska. Th ■ quality, of our schools will 
affect our ability as a suit to attract quality business and commerce and the Jobs collateral to this development.

Now, therefore,

I. ptsm se L i S Q t . ____________  '
Predaluk tjujiupporrfor Aloaka’e_Ch|ltirta, Atoka future, a natrpdde campaign to achieve pr»p*V 
folding ef eirechoolr, and adequate ftindlie far every Aluekaa student “ '  " .•

. ' * ». i* .*,• it*

Signed this  ̂**1 day of_ .Apri-l   , 2002.

P-O&r?'7 0  . „
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Alaska’s Children,  Alaska’s Future
:!- • G ive t iit r  schoo ls y o u r  F U L L  s u p p o H  ] '

WHEREAS, our Alaska Constitntidn mandates that the state provide an education tytwn th»t oKmall our 
children tit* opportunity 10 succeed in life. .

.' WHEREAS, providing an adequate education is not imnl or an urban issue. It’s an ̂ fatfcxn.IsstM. .

WHEREAS, research shows that quality teachers are the most significant factor In student achievement, and that 
teachers get the job done better with a qualified team of support staff and administrators.

WHEREAS, quality educators are linked lo competitive compensation; and in this time of nationwide shortages, 
school diitricts must have the ability w attract and retain quality education professionals.

WHEREAS, each public school is expected to implement new standards for teaching and teaming, 1 rwevcr the 
Sat* of Alaska has failed to fund tho coal costs associated with successful Implementation of new school 
standards.

WHEREAS, from fiscal year 1990 to 2000, inflation has ended the school foundation fundi»K program by 
2S94, soma S200 million.

WHEREAS, Alaska ranks d«ad last among tho states in K-l 2 education spending as a percentage of total net 
spending, and tho percentage decline in per pupil .■pending over tha past two decades is.the highest In the country.

WHEREAS, this prolonged decline in school funding h« occurred while tho state Is asking educators to r»he 
student standards.

WHEREAS, oducuon art increasingly being expeel id to solve many of the problrmi of our larger society.

WHEREAS, each child Li entitled lo a first class opportunity to learn. However, in too many schools 
instructional materials arc inadequate, textbooks am oul-of-datc. class sizos are too large, the needs of many 
special needs students are unmet and school districts lack the resources to attract and retain quality unchns, 
administrators and education support professionals.

WHEREAS, good schools are essential to n vibrant quality of life in Alaska. The quality, of our schools will 
affect our ability as a state to attract quality business and commerce and the jobs col lateral to this development,

Now, therefore, .

r
Prqctaimc (TUjiapport for.Alaska's Children, Alaska Futare, a statewide campaign to achieve proper 
funding of oar acknoU, ana adequate fuadiag for every Alaskan itud«nt.

7 ^ N A ••Signed tills * * day of /'~H/7Vt  , 2002. Ii ! „ . r  An<iv\ C

A d - S t r v  n o  . , 

o S u M u ^ rr-j O JL ^ 5  7 6

I-' • •."
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To ujhom it may concern,
As an elementary teacher I  am yiven a sei amount to purchase 
materials for my classroom for the fotlouuing year. In this purchase 
I  am required to purchase any consumable uuorkbook items, art 
supplies, classroom decorations, educational resource guides and any 
other materials that I  might need for my students. This amount 
this year uuas $750. Which is a lot of money, houjever it atlou/s 
me to spend approximately $57.67 per student in a classroom of 18 
students. Thai might seem like a sufficient amount if you have not 
priced classroom materials recently.
Per student: Spelling uuorkbook $11

Handuuriting uuorkbook $7
Heading uuorkbcoks $27 (3 books ©$5).

Those three items alone equals $55 and that does not include 20% 
for shipping.
Where am I  supposed to find the necessary money for math 
manipulatives, Literature, uuriting program, art materials, computer 
softuuare, science experiments, maps, or office supplies9 If you can 
ansuuer that, you uuill be earning your salary.
Sincerely,

Amy Higgan 
Elementary Teacher 
Dillingham, Alaska

n z >
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To the legislators of the state of Alaska,

I li\ .id teach in the community of Dillingham. This small community has a sales tax, 
property tax, and federal income tax along with many other taxes. I realize that it is 
difficult to fund all needs of Alaska* 3  citizens equitably, but that is your responsibility. 
Our rural schools need money to help recruit and keep teachers, maintain school 
buildings, and supply children with textbooks and materials. The children of our 
communities are our future. Please pro/ide the means to educate them well.
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Alaska’s Children, Alaska’s Future
G ive Our schoo ls y o u r F U L L  su p p o rt • •

WHEREAS, our Alaska Constitution mandate that the tute provide an education system that offerso/f our 
children the opportunity to succeed in life. (

WHEREAS, providing aitndequate education is not arenl oran urban issue. It's an/f/aifcm is*u*. .

WHEREAS, research shows (Ml quality leachon are the most significant factor In student achievement, and that 
teachers get ‘h® job done better with n qualified team of support staff and administrators.

■ WHEREAS, quality educators are linked to competitive Compensation; and in fills time ordationwide shortages, 
school districts musi have the ability to attract and retain quality education professionals.

WHEREAS, each public school is expected to implement new standards for teaching and learning, however the 
State of Alaska has failed to fund the total costs associated with successful implementation of now school 
standards.
WHEREAS, from fiscal year 1990 to 2000, Inflation has tredid thttchoo!foundation funding program by 
Z5tt, some <200 million. • • (

WHERE ASi Alaska rank* dead last among the Stale* in K-12 education spending as a percentage of total net 
spending, and the percentage decline in per pupil spending over the past two decade* is the highest In the country.

t  l  • •  «*
WHEREAS, thU prolonged decline in school funding has occurred while the state U asking educators to raise 
student standards,

WHEREAS, eduction  are increesmely being expected to solve many of Ihe problems o f  c .r larger society.

WHEREAS, each child is antitlcd to a first class opportunity lo leant. However, in too many schools 
instructional malerials are inadequate, textbooks are out-of-date, class sizes are too (nrgo, (he needs of many 
special needs students are unmet and school districts lack the reaourca* to attract anr i ruin quality teachers, 
administrators and education support professionals.

WHEREAS, good schools arc essential lo » vibrant quality of life in Alaska. The quality, of oor schools will 
affect our ability »  a atate to anract quality husineu and commerce and fire Jobs collateral to this development.

Now, therefore,

X. ; M<rf t r # u n -  f .p( v

?rqctafnv /^support. for Alaska'si Ckikirca. Alaska Future, a statewide caarpaign (o achieve proper 
hading of ear schools, and idiqnaii hading for every Alaska* sindeiK.



APR-17-02 WED 5:53 PM 0.0. FAX NO. 0000000000

Alaska Sfate Legislature
W ritten Testimony Form

Please enter into the record my testimony to V | A  Committee on

(bill/subj)

^  c p  c h v n-p vpcukf UK? Se> '— -/ ■ •.
HeSAus Bill- c ^ O %  ^  ̂  a

j f e  a! o f MB38Mlu ?£o3id, b
O u M i a S ur dikio m u x h  dlosm
o k H-Vlccf
r ^ n A \ m o \  ( Y W m i  A7A,

cou «  So)W a MiniMJ
oy\ ^ ul/o2 vm <
fW oAsctoq̂  ptot

('j J j j j r  p k jLA X  ( W t i  / a s n fa d s

tu(I Hfl/Sb
V

Tesl’fier Signature 

Representing: (Optional) 

Address 

Phone Number

/ y A f f i h  f f r n / l p  p f v M h c o  C j jn h i r

ito pjI (n torlofa ' A y  9%5>#



APR-17-02 WED 5:54 PM 0.0. FAX NO. 0000000000 P. 2

Alaska State Legislature
W ritten Testimony Form

Please enter into the record my testimony to the F J  h /  Committee on
i s) . (Committee Name)

T o tU d  <2 2 7  . dated C h U a jL  J  7  -

(bill/subj)

d/̂ k.̂ L /htjAf
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SB 289

Subject: S li 289
Date: Wed, 17 Apr 2002 15:00:03 -0800 

F ro m : "Greg Smith" <gsmith@ cvinternet.net>
To: <M indy_RowIand@ lcgis.slate.ak.us>

To whom i t  may co n ce rn :

I was r e c e n t ly  made aw are o f th e  s t a t e ' s  i n t e n t i o n  to  c u t  fu n d in g  fo r  th e  
s ta te w id e  EMS sy stem . I t  i s  d i f f i c u l t  f o r  me to  u n d e rs ta n d , fo llo w in g  th e  
e v e n ts  o f  Septem ber 1 1 th , how any s t a t e  governm ent co u ld  j u s t i f y  fu n d in g  
r e d u c t io n s  to  em ergency s e r v ic e s .  Being a v o lu n te e r  EMT-I and f i r e f i g h t e r ,  
i t  p a in s  me to  th in k  th a t  o u r e l e c te d  o f f i c i a l s  re g a rd  th e  s a c r i f i c e s  we 
make d a i ly  a s  n o t im p o r ta n t enough f o r  f u l l  fu n d in g . T h is  r e d u c t io n  w i l l  n o t 
be f e l t  a s  h a r s h ly  in  l a r g e r  c i t i e s ,  b u t in  a re a s  such  a s  o u rs  w here th e r e  
i s  no ta x  b a se  to  s u p p o r t EMS, i t  would be  a d agger to  th e  h e a r t .  I 'm  
p o s i t i v e  th a t  r e d u c t io n s  in  fu nd ing  f o r  s ta te v /id e  EMS would h i t  o u r  a re a  
ex tre m e ly  h a rd , h a rd  enough to  e n su re  d eg rad ed  s e r v ic e  and th e  d e a d ly  
consequences t h a t  r e s u l t .  T here a r e  many u n ex p lo red  a l t e r n a t i v e s  to  
b a la n c in g  th e  b u dget t h a t  t h i s  s t a t e  has  n o t even b o th e re d  to  e x p lo re .  Case 
in  p o in t ,  in c r e a s in g  th e  ta x  le v ie d  on o i l  p ro d u c e rs  o p e ra t in g  in  th e  S ta te  
o f A lask a . These o r g a n iz a t io n s  have v e s te d  i n t e r e s t s  in  t h i s  s t a t e .  They a re  
u n w ill in g  to  p ro v id e  c o rp o ra te  c o n t r ib u t io n s  to  su p p o rt e s s e n t i a l  s e r v ic e s  
l i k e  EMS when re q u e s te d  and pay s u b - s ta n d a rd  ta x  p e rc e n ta g e s  on th e  o i l  th e y  
pump from t h i s  s t a t e  d a i ly .  I f  Septem ber 1 1 th  has ta u g h t us a n y th in g , i t ' s  
to  r e s p e c t  and s u p p o r t em ergency s e r v ic e s  f o r  th e  r i s k s  th e y  ta k e  and th e  
s a c r i f i c e s  th e y  make ev e ry  day . Any l e g i s l a t o r  th a t  su p p o r ts  th e  re d u c t io n  
o f fu n d in g  f o r  s ta te w id e  EMS s e r v ic e s  does n o t r e s p e c t  w hat I  do, th e  r i s k s  
I  ta k e  and th e  s a c r i f i c e s  I  make in  p ro v id in g  em ergency s e r v ic e s  to  my 
community. As a r e s u l t ,  any l e g i s l a t o r  s u p p o r tin g  such  a c t io n  w i l l  no t see  
r e s p e c t  from  me in  th e  form o f my v o te  on e l e c t i o n  day . P le a se  f in d  a n o th e r  
way to  b a la n c e  th e  b u dget and le av e  e s s e n t i a l ,  l i f e  s a v in g  s e r v ic e s  l i k e  EMS 
f u l l y  funded .

S in c e re ly ;
G regory L Sm ith 
Gakona, A laska 99586

I nl I 4/17/02 4:39 I 'M

mailto:gsmith@cvinternet.net
mailto:Mindy_RowIand@lcgis.slate.ak.us
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Subject: S ta te  - EM S F unding
D ate: Wed, 17 A pr 2002 16:35:35 -0800 

From : Ken & Vera Roberson <owlkrvr@ aIaska.net>
To: M indy_Ro\vland@ !egis.state.ak.us

H e llo : I  am Ken R oberson, V ice Chairm an o f Copper R iv e r  EMS C o u n c il,
I n c . in  G le n n a l le n , AK. I have s e rv e d  as  a v o lu n te e r  w ith  our s e r v ic e  
f o r  o v er 19 y e a r s .  We s e rv e  an a re a  o f  ab o u t 24 ,000 sq u a re  m ile s  ( th e  
s i z e  of West V ir g in ia )  w ith  40 v o lu n te e r  EMT, ETT and D riv e rs  p lu s  one 
p a id  a d m in is t r a to r  p o s i t i o n .  Our ro ad  s e r v ic e  a re a  i s  i n  ex ce ss  o f  500 
m ile s  and we make 130 to  150 ru n s  p e r  y e a r  w ith  d is ta n c e s  up to  o v e r 100 
m ile s  one-way! We r e c e iv e  from th e  S ta t e ,  th ro u g h  S o u th ern  Region EMS 
C o u n c il, In c .  a p p ro x im a te ly  $48,000 a n n u a l ly  v/hich c o v e rs  p a r t  of 
o p e ra t io n s ,  p a r t  o f  s a la r y  and e t c .  The rem ain d er comes from "run" 
(am bulance run ) re v e n u e . We have had to  in c re a s e  o u r fe e s  n e a r ly  30% in  
th e  p a s t  y e a r  due to  red u ced  numbers o f ro a d  a c c id e n ts  ( c e r t a in l y  in  
p a r t  due to  a i r  bags and s e a t  b e l t s  p lu s  im proved r o a d s ) . 
M ed ica id /M ed icare  does n o t pay o u r f u l l  ch a rg e  r a t e  due to  t h e i r  s e t  fee  
system  w hich l i t e r a l l y  " r ip s  ou r am bulance system  o f f "  th u s  a n o th e r  lo s s  
o f  fu n d in g .

We u n d e rs ta n d  t h a t  th e  FY 03 b u d g e t p ro p o ses  to  red u ce  EMS fu n d in g  by 
25%. T h is  i s  s im p ly  n o t a c c e p ta b le !  We can n o t ch a rg e  
M ed ica id /M ed icare  more s in c e  th e y  w o n 't pay i t .  Vie have a lre a d y  r a i s e d  
ou r r a t e s  30% in  th e  p a s t  y e a r  and  we a r e  a lm o st e n t i r e l y  a  v o lu n te e r  
s e rv ic e !  We e a r n e s t l y  r e q u e s t  t h a t  " c u ts "  i f  needed by made in  s m a lle r  
in c re m en ts  and in  p la c e s  th a t  a r e  n o t c r i t i c a l  to  c a re  o f  th e  in ju r e d  
and s ic k  t h a t  we p ro v id e  a t  th e  a b s o lu te  minimum c o s t .  T here i s  no 
a l t e r n a t i v e  to  o u r  v o lu n te e r  s e r v ic e  and th e  c u ts  p ro p o sed  w i l l  th r e a te n  
th e  v e ry  e x i s t e n c e  o f  o u r s e r v ic e .

P le a se  do n o t  c u t  EMS fu nd ing !

S in c e r e ly .

Kenneth R oberson , V ice  Chairman 
Copper R iv e r  EMS

mailto:owlkrvr@aIaska.net
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Dear Legislators,

T am writing in regards to the proposed funding cuts to the Mental Health 
and Substance Abuse programs. These cuts would have a significant impact on 
Seward and other small communities throughout tho state.

Without local prevention and treatment services, our clients and community 
could experience the following situations:

1 ) escalating behavior that could possibly cause harm to themselves and 
others through assaiil'
2 ) there would be increased homclsss situations without continued case 
management
3) there would be an increase in DWI and related accidents
4) increased use of API in rural areas
5) local law enforcement agencies will be doing a "bandaid effect" on 
problems by simply putting people into protective custody

Please consider how these cuts will impact our community and the residents 
of the stale of Alaska.

Thank you.

Sandy Turley 
PO Box 1669 
Scwttrd.AK. 99664
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F rom : L in d a  P outs
Sent: Thursday, April 18, 2002 3:24 AM
T o : S an d ra  T urley
S u b jec t: T o  M arian n a  -  S ew ard  L IO

P lease  c o n s id e r the  im p ac t o f  reducing  serv ices to p eo p le  in  local 
co m m u n itie s  w ho  need  substunce  abuse and m en ta l h ea lth  trea tm en t. I t is  
fa r  w ise r to fund these p ro g ram s than to have a d ram a tic  in c rease  in 
sp en d in g  fo r co rrec tions and law  enforcem ent, W h y  p u t a  s tra in  on these  
ex p en s iv e  system s w hen p rev en tio n  and trea tm en t is su es  can keep  p eop le  
w ork ing  in  th e  co m m u n ity  and  ou t o f  institu tions.

Linda Fonts
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Written testimony for FY 03 budget by:

Denny Kay Weathers 
Third Judicial District 
c/oP.O. Box 1791 
Cordova, Alaska 
Zip Exempt

Mr, Chairman;

I am glad to see the Legislature attempting to balance the budget and 
at the same time trying to cut the costs.

Alaska is a Republican Form of government. One in which the powers 
of the sovereignity are vested in the people and are exercised by the 
people, either directly, or through representatives chosen by the people, 
to whom the powers arc specially delegated. Tn re Duncan, 139 U.S. 449, 
11 S. Ct. 573,35 L.Ed. 219.

Remember the chain of command, God created man, Man created the 
constitution, the constitution created government and then the 
government created the public servants, such as the agencies. The people 
are to be in control.

Government is NOT suppose to take over where the private sector is 
available and many of the functions within government are not 
mandated government functions. Many agencies have usurped the 
powers that rightfully belongs to the people, and this is wrong.

I will now address the agencies one by one;

* Administration... still could have more cuts. As I've said in the past, 
Public radio for one is not a necessity and it competes directly with the 
private sector.

^Commerce and Ecomomic development... should not be funding things 
that arc handled in the private sector, such as Tourism, Fishing, logging, 
trapping, mining ect. This all belongs in the private sector, not 
government.
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*Courts... until these court systems start operating according to and 
under the Constitution of the united states of America and the principles 
of the Declaration of Independence their funds should be cut. Remember 
in 1789 Thomas Jefferson warned that the judiciary if given too much 
power might ruin our REPUBLIC, and destroy our RIGHTS!

^Education/Early development... totally over paid and a blatant misuse 
of funds, Cut to the core. I f  you plan to fund education, fund each child 
at the same rate no matter what their background or where they live 
within the State. Remember what Thomas Jefferson said ’’The course of 
history shows that as a government grows, liberty decreases."

^Environmental Conservation... not only should this department not be 
funded it should be disbanded for it's past unethical actions. One the 
Commissioners of DEC told us in writing "that there are statutes, 
regulations and then wc have our policies." DEC let us know that if we 
did not bow down to their unwritten policies, we would not get a DEC 
approval.

*Fish and Game... has gotten to big, needs to be reduced. ADF&G has to 
many unnecessary job duplications, such as shellfish biologist in PWS 
and Homer both handle the same fisheries, and most of those fisheries 
are closed. Any funding for EVOS should be stopped as it is not a 
government entity or program.

*Office of the Governor... I think there could be more cuts made there.

^Health and Social Services... cut, cut, and cut some more. This 
department is way out of hand. "Reinember that any government which 
gets so big that it can give you everything you want wiil also be so big 
that it can take everything you've got!" by William Miller.

^Department of Labor... needs to be cut more.

*Department of Law... unfortunately some of these are unable to be cut, 
but there are still a few that can be trimmed a little more.
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*Public Safety... I would like to see this department cut. This department 
is no longer a public servant, it is a monster out of control. This is not 
supposed to be a police state, we are to have peace officers. Note, 
''Unnecessary laws are not good laws, but traps for money." by Thomas 
Hobbes, 1651,

^Revenue... they have areas that also need cutting.

^Transportation and Public Facilities.,. I'd like to see more cuts and 
anything that can be put into the private sector put there.

*AK Housing/Finance Corp... I do not believe that the government 
should be in the housing business.

^University of Alaska... Doesn't the the University have lands and 
resources to help fund their costs? 1 think there could be a lot of cuts 
here to save the State money.

There are people, who profit from corrupt and oppressive 
governments, they are the employees and beneficiaries of such 
governments, and they will defend that corrupt system even if it is self 
destructing.

This budget process is one way the legislature can bring the unruly, 
oversized government back under control. Good luck.



IMPACT STATEMENT 
E M E R G E N C Y  M E D I C A L  S E R V I C E S

D e v e l o p e d  b y  t h e  E m e r g e n c y  M e d i c a l  S e r v i c e s  R e g i o n a l  D i r e c t o r s  a n d  

C o o r d i n a t o r s  o n  A p r i l  1 6 ,  2 0 0 2  in  r e s p o n s e  t o  p r o p o s e d  b u d g e t  c u t s  t o  t h e  

D H S S  /  C o m m u n i t y  H e a l t h  a n d  E M S ,  G r a n t s  t o  R e g i o n s  l i n e  i t e m  in  S B  2 8 9 .

>  S ix  o f  t h e  s e v e n  E M S  R e g i o n s  s t a t e w i d e  will lay  off  o n e  to  tw o  cr it ica l  s t a f f  
p o s i t i o n s  in p r o g r a m s  a l r e a d y  s u f f e r in g  f ro m  c h r o n ic  u n d e r s ta f f i n g .

T h e  l o s s  o f  t h e s e  k e y  p o s i t io n s  will l e a d  to  t h e  fo l low ing :
■ R e d u c t i o n  in t h e  ab ility  to  g e n e r a t e  r e v e n u e  a n d  p r o v i d e  crit ica l  

r e s o u r c e s
■ D r a s t i c  r e d u c t i o n  o f  s u p p o r t  t o  E M S  s e r v i c e s  in r e m o t e  a n d  ru ra l  a r e a s
■ In ab il i ty  t o  p ro v id e  n e c e s s a r y  t r a in in g  to  m a in t a in  s e r v i c e  l e v e l s
■ L o s s  o f  t h e  ability  to  p a r t i c ip a t e  in e s s e n t i a l  p r o g r a m s ,  e . g .  C o d e  B lu e
■ L o s s  o f  p r o g r a m s ,  e . g .  in ju ry  p r e v e n t i o n ,  p u b l ic  i n f o rm a t io n  a n d  

e d u c a t i o n

>  E l im in a t io n  o r  r e d u c t io n  o f  s e r v i c e  l e v e l s  in t h e  ru ra l  a m b u l a n c e  a n d  F ir s t  
R e s p o n d e r  s e r v i c e s  in all s e v e n  E M S  R e g i o n s .

> T h e  m i n i - g r a n t s  to  v o l u n t e e r  s e r v i c e s  p r o g r a m  will b e  e l i m i n a t e d  in In te r io r  
R e g i o n  a n d  S o u t h e a s t  R e g i o n s .  S o u t h e r n  R e g i o n  will b e  r e q u i r e d  to  
d r a s t i c a l ly  c u t  o r  e l im in a t e  its m in i - g r a n t  p r o g r a m .  T h e  o t h e r  f o u r  E M S  
R e g i o n s  h a v e  e l im in a t e d  th e i r  m i n - g r a n t  p r o g r a m s  in p r e v i o u s  f i s c a l  y e a r s  a s  
a  r e s u l t  o f  f la t  f u n d in g .  M in i -g ra n t s  a r e  u s e d  b y  v o l u n t e e r  a m b u l a n c e  a n d  firs t  
r e s p o n d e r  s e r v i c e s  to  p a y  fo r  t h e i r  v e h i c l e  i n s u r a n c e ,  g a s o l i n e ,  s u p p l i e s ,  
e q u i p m e n t  a n d  c o r e  t ra in in g  n e e d s .

>  E M T  e x a m  a n d  c o o r d in a t io n  o f  s t a t e  t e s t i n g  will b e  e f f e c t e d  in all s e v e n  E M S  
R e g i o n s

>  E M S  T r a in i n g  in o u t ly in g  c o m m u n i t i e s  in ail s e v e n  E M S  R e g i o n s  will d e c r e a s e  
o r  b e  c o m p l e t e l y  e l im in a t e d .

>  R e m o t e  a n d  ru ra l  a r e a s  s t a t e w i d e  will s e e  t h e  m o s t  d r a s t i c  i m p a c t s  o f  t h e s e  
b u d g e t  c u t s .  . . . .

> T h i s  a p p l i e s  a l s o  to  t h e  D H S S  - C H E M S  G e n e r a l  F u n d  B u d g e t .  T h e  p r o p o s e d  
c u t  to  t h i s  o f f ic e  n e g a t i v e ly  i m p a c t s  t h e  E M S  s y s t e m  s t a t e w i d e .  T h e  E M S  
s y s t e m  h a s  b e e n  d o c u m e n t e d  to  b e  a  S y s t e m  in C r i s i s  a n d  th i s  will s e t  t h e  
p r o g r a m  b a c k  a t  l e a s t  a  d e c a d e .  It is  im p e r a t i v e  t h a t  th i s  b u d g e t  b e  r e s t o r e d  
a t  l e a s t  t o  t h e  F Y  0 2  leve l.
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April 17,2002

BEYOND SHELTER
3710 Ei 20TH AVE , SUITE 1 

ANCHORAGE, ALASKA 993084410 
807-2/6-3046 • Fa* 276-2472

Senate Finance Committee

Thank you for allowing me to provide input into the proposed budget cuts to the Department of Health and 
Social Services. I think this process is imperative so that you have a broad perspective on how die budget 
cuts could impact our communities and the individuals that live in our communities.

Although I am truly concerned dmut your overall budget cuts; I will focus on the DHSS budget cuts that 
would have severe impact on my program. I am the program director for the Catholic Social Serviccs- 
Beyond Shelter Program. Since 1993, the Beyond Shelter program has assisted more than 700 households 
transition from homclessness to permanent independent living. Wc provide case management, life skills and 
other supportive services to assist these individuals to move toward self-sufficiency. Many of our referrals 
are received from other social service providers such as the Division of Public Assistance, the local shelters, 
medical facilities, and mental health agencies, Wc also work closely with landlords and provide household 
and money management skills to help individuals maintain housing, With the current tight rental market, 
housing stability has become a major issue for lower income families. This program minimizes the ‘musical 
chair” effect of housing for many of these households, thu3 creating more of a stable environment for 
families and especially the children.

For the last six years, our program was funded tiirough HUD funds, wltich will end on March 31,2002. We 
have been exploring other opportunities so that we may continue to provide services to homeless individuals 
and families. We were recently informed that the Beyond Shelter program was rated number one for the 
Human Service Matching Grant (Municipality of Anchorage) for FY 03 and FY 04. If these funds are 
eliminated, we would have to reduce our level of services to the community. This means that over 80 
homeless households would not receive sendees necessary to move them from homelessness to permanent 
independent living. Our services are especially important as we eutcr into the five-year time limit for families 
who are on ATAP. We currently are working with a mother of five (three of her children have special needs) 
whose five year benefits have ended and hor case recently closed. Although job seeking, she is not sure how 
to pay April s rent. I am certain that we will be serving more families like this one during the upcoming 
fiscal year.

Additionally, budget cuts to the Division of Public Assistance may adversely impact our program as well. 
Family Pathfinders, a mentoring project that recruits and trains mentors from the local churches to work one 
on one with ATAP families to assist them with, developing work related goals and move then, coward 
working and self-sufficiency, may also be eliminated. This would be a loss for the collaborative effort of 
Division of Public Assistance, Catholic Social Services Lutheran Social Services of Alaska, local area 
churches and the 17 participants currently involved in. the project.

Again, thank you for allowing me to share my input. I hope that you would reconsider your options and 
avoid making drastic cuts to the DHSS budget that would significantly impact tho communities in Alaska 
and the people who live in them.

Sincerely,

Stephanie Wheeler 
Program Director

A United Way Agency
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email: calhollcsoclalsorvicesScss-ak.org
Senate Finance Committee websiia; osBaia.ska.org

State Senate 
• State Capitol 

Juneau, A K  99801-1182

RE: Human Services M atching Grant, DHSS operating budget 

Dear Senators:

I have some concerns to address on the recommended operating budget for the 
Departm ent o f  Health and Social Services. I am unable to attend the budget hearing, so 
this is m y w ritten testimony.

Anchorage and Fairbanks are facing a potential 25 percent cut o f  the Hum an 
Services M atching Grant from the DHSS budget for next fiscal year.

Every year the state (through DHHS) funds a Human Services M atching Grant to 
Anchorage and Fairbanks, which is m atched by those cities and distributed to nonprofits. 
This year, the DHSS request was for $1.7 m illion -  $1.3 to the M unicipality o f 
A nchorage and $400,000 to Fairbanks N orthstar Borough, In the House proposed DHSS 
budget, the cut to the grant was 10 percent. However, the House also gave DHSS an 
Unallocated Reduction o f  $7,2 m illion, which DHSS in turn cut a handful o f programs, 
including the H um an Services Matching Grant.

We realize that even if  the Senate restores more o f  the funding for this grant, the 
budget will need to be reconciled between the two legislative bodies.

The 25 percent cut, although better than a 100 percent cut, will im pact Anchorage and 
Fairbanks nonprofits. Any cut will impact agencies who help those m ost vulnerable in 
our com m unities -  homeless w om en and children; women experiencing domestic 
violence; families; children: the elderly; the hungry; the poor; those needing in-home 
respite care and health services. If  you w onder about the statewide benefit, many o f these 
organizations help people from outside o f  our respective areas, as they travel to us, write 
or call for assistance.

If  there is a 25 percent loss o f this grant. Catholic Social Services w ill probably not 
lose funding. However, health and hum an service providers in Anchorage rely on each 
o ther’s services to deliver a continuum o f  care with services to people in need: from 
em ergency shelter, to health services, to transitional housing, and more. I f  any o f  these 
services are cut, it hinders the remainder o f  the service providers from helping those who 
arc m ost vulnerable in our community.

Should the grant be completely eliminated, Catholic Social Services would face a 
significant shortfall to our Beyond Shelter, St. Francis House, and Clare House programs. 
These program s help families in their struggles w ith homelessness -  either helping them 
after they have been homeless (Beyond Shelter), to avoid homelessness (St. Francis 
House) o r while they are homeless -  and in crisis (Clare House).

Adoption • Beyond Shelter • Brother Francis Shelter /Anchorage • Brother Francis Shelter /Kodiak 
Clare House * Elder House • Immigration & Refugee Services • McAuley Manor • Pregnancy 

a  Umicd Way Agency Support Services • Special Needs Respite • St. Francis hfouse
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Catholic Social Services/Page 2

I am asking you to cither restore this grant in full, or at the least, maintain the 
current amount recommended by the HESS Finance Subcommittee. Any assistance you 
can provide to make sure this important grant program is not out substantially or 
eliminated would be greatly appreciated by Anchorage and Fairbanks nonprofits, but 
most importantly* by the clients wc serve.

On the larger picture, please reconsider the cuts which impact those most 
vulnerable in our communities: the poor, the disabled, the mentally ill, those suffering 
from alcohol and drug addictions, the children stuck in foster care and waiting for a 
permanent home. Catholic Social Services serves many of these people directly and 
indirectly and we must advocate on their behaif. Please remember this budget impacts 
people -  the most vulnerable in our Alaskan communities -  they arc not just a line item 
on the budget page.

Sherry L. Hill, M.Sc,
Director of Community Relations
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I  aru  •w riting to  aak  d m  th e  f in in c c  co m m ittee  p lease  n o t  c u t 2 0 %  h o m  th e  b u d g e t fo r  su b s tan ce  
ab u se  tre a tm e n t. I  am  a  m e m b e r of us M e e tin g  th e  C hallenge P ro g ram . O u r  g ro u p  w aa in  J u n e a u  a t  th e  
e n d  o f  M a tc h  to  h e lp  you , th e  leg isla tu re , p u t  a  £»ce to  th e  issue o f  su b s tan ce  abuse  a n d  tre a tm e n t.

I  am  a reco v e rin g  h e ro in  ad d ic t. I  w as  in  active ad d ic tio n  fo r  o v e r  2 2  years. I  a m  a  2 nd g en e ra tio n  
a d d ic t  I n  1 9 9 5 1 b ecam e  read y  to  ch an g e  m y  life. I  w as lb le  to  p a rtic ip a te  in  a d ru g  tr e a tm e n t p ro g ra m . I  
c o m p le te d  th a t p ro g ra m  a n d  a fte rcare . I  le a rn e d  basic  life slrilla. I  -was g iv en  th e  in fo rm a tio n  I  n e e d e d  to  
re a c h  o u t  to  ad d itio n a l re so u rce s  to  h e lp  m e  w ith  m e n ta l &  physical h e a lth  issue*. I w as g iv en  th e  to o ls  to  
h e lp  m e  in  m y  recovery . M o s t im p o rtan tly , I  w as g iven  th e  o p p o rtu n ity  to  S T O P  u sin g  lo n g  e n o u g h  to  
le a m  h o w  to  stay  d e a n . 1 ce le b ra ted  7  y e a n  d e a n  o n  A pril 2 , 2002.

I  am  n o w  a p ro d u c tiv e  m e m b e r  o f  society . I  am  em ployed  fu ll tim e . I  a m  also  se lf-em ployed  in  
the s u m m e r  as a fish ing  g u id e  o n  th e  K e n a i  I  a m  able to  be  a  p a re n t to  m y  ch ild ren . I  a m  active  in  
c o m m u n ity  serv ice a n d  in  cu ltu ra l even ts . I  am  n o  lo n g e r  a  d ra in  to  S ta te  re so u rces in  te rm s o f  A F D C , 
fo o d  s ta m p s , fo o d  banks, M ed ica id , u n p a id  hdla, dom es tic  v io lence, u n em p lo y m en t, o n  a n d  o n  ad  n ausea .

S u b stan ce  ab u se  tre a tm e n t D O R S  W O R K . P lease h e lp  to  m ake  i t  availab le  w h e n  p eo p le  reach  
o u t  fo r  h e lp . I t  costB less to  sen d  4 peo p le  to  tre a tm e n t th an  i t  d o es  to  h o u se  one  in m ate  fo r  1 year.
T h e re  a re  o v e r  300 p e o p le  p e r  d ay  o n  w a itin g  lis t try in g  to  g e t in to  tre a tm e n t. M any  o f  these  w ill g e t  in to  a 
jail b e d  w h ile  they  w a it fo r  tre a tm en t. W o rse  yet, m an y  will d ie  w hile  they  w a it becau se  th ey  c a n n o t face 
a n o th e r  d ay  o f  th e  hellish  life o f  a n  a d d ic t

R esp ec tfu lly  
A m u . S ap p ah

SOB N O R T H  P A R R  S T R E E T  A N C H O R A G E ,  AK 9»S08
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Alaska State Legislature

Picas* e n t e r  in to  th e  r t w n i  my t e s t im o n y  to  th e  s o w r e  'P iN A H O t

Committee ©n HB 403 Operatmg Budget , dated March 27,2002
-------------- UllJsabpd-----------------------------------------    1----------—

X am very concerned about th e p o ss ib le  c lo su re  o f tho N in ilch ik  DOTw *• ’
These men do a f a n ta s t ic  job of keeping cu r highways safe fo r our community, e sp ec ia lly  th e  ones of us who depend on using the 
roads to  tra v e l to  our work every day. My husband commutes 84 m iles to  Kenai every weekday, my son and daughter-in-law commute- to  Soldotna, 72 m iles a day. I  only have to  d riv e  f iv e  m iles but my grandson tra v e ls  14 m iles a day to  school. To c lo se our DOT 
and add our roads to  Homer and Soldotna DOT i s  a very, very bad 
and irresponsible- id ea . They have tro ub le  m aintain ing th e i r  own road m iles as a l l  o f us who have to  t ra v e l in  both areas a lready know. To add ours to  th e i r  a rea i s  ju s t  asking fo r  many more 
acc iden ts and deaths both in  the w inter and summer.WHY on ea rth  *f 
do you want to  cu t so many e s s e n tia l services?  My husband and I 
earn over $70,000 a year and we are w illin g  to  pay our f a i r  share of taxes. Bring back the income t a x . . .PLEASE.
I  urge you to  recon sid e r and not c lose th e  N in ilch ik  DOT.

Signed: ^  Jack ie Bear

Representing (optional)

P.O. Box 39283 N in ilch ik , Alaska 99639
-g p -g .  -  -- - "

9 0 7 - 5 6 7 - 3 3 4 4

PI ue number
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Alaska State Legislature

Please eater iato  the record m y tejtknony to  the s t m t s  p jm a c n
CTOUmttMIltCflt

Committee on HB 403 Operating Budget , dated Yr 2 -cz&
 • ^ iiiYT'i u ^ a   ~  *

/Qo T^'f — -"Zl

^ s p s /2x—<z>^

P  S  -  — 4 ^ -  s^a~

Signed:

ELrpratmiag (optional)

/3̂ => *?<£ 5*? 
A3SS5  ---------------------------------------  *“

6 ^ 7 - 3 3 ^
Phone number
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Alaska State Legislature

Plew  enter into the record my testimony to the saw re TimwcK
coffiOTttoc rucac

Committee on HB 403 Operating Bodgct , dated Ca'A-.oV-'^ot>7 _
~  Ril#/«ubjeet

Subject: Proposed Elimination O f The Ninilcliik D.O.T. Station

How long will it take for a Homer or Soldotna based grader to plow Oil Well Road which is 40 
miles from either direction?

Will our State maintained side roads, traveled by »chool buses, be cleared prior to our children 
being picked up?

Will the middle o f the Sterling Highway, from Anchoi 'oint to Kasilof, be left unplowed, until 
Homer and Soldotna areas have been plowed first, present a danger to commuters traveling North 
and South?

Will plow trucks from Homer and Soldotna try to arrive in Ninilchik at the same time to facilitate 
traffic flow?

Will the business communities in Homer and Soldotna/Kcnai discriminate against residents, 
looking for work in these areas, in the Clam Gulch, Ninilchik, and Happy Valley areas because of 
potential travel delays to work due to unplowcd roads?

Are you closing the Ninilchik D.O.T. Station because we are a political “weak link” unlike 
Nikiski? j - r f

Signed:
Te«dfl« /

Representing (optional) 

AcJdmw

P ho» number

10 *d Si05 S8J i05 T3N XVJ OH IWGH IN £E;It WU 2005-N-HW
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From: Ninilchik Community Ambulance Association Board of Directors. 
Subject: HB 403 Operating Budget

Wc have a serious concern about the possible closing of the Ninilchik Dept, of 
Transportation Facility.

First is the I act that we responded lo 17 motor vehicle accidents last year 
between mile 119 & 144 of the Sterling Highway. T his represents 19.3% of 
our runs. We feel this number will only increase if  our D.O.T is closed. This 
section of highway will be the last area cleared of snow if  either I lomer or 
Soldotna D.O.T is assigned the task.

Second: Because the Caribou Hills is a major sno'.v machine rccrcotionn! area. 
Our only access to the lulls for our ambulance service is Oil Well rond. 
Ninilchik D.O.T keeps this road clear. We respunded to eight snow machine 
related accidents last year, This represents 10% o f our runs. We can only think 
that Oil Well road will be near the bottom of the list tor road maintenance if 
either Homer or Soldotna is assigned the task.

As these two sections of highway will be the farthest from Homer or Soldotna 
D.O.T facility it is our opinion that less time will be spent keeping the roads 
maintained in the summer & cleared of snow in the winter.

As you can see we c at on the Ninilchik D.O.T to keep these roads 
maintained & cleared of snow. As 29.3% oflast year’s runs counted on these 
roads being accessible we are deeply concerned that our response time to 
accident victims will increase.

Wc would like you to know wc feel strougly about keeping the Ninilchik 
D.O.T open.
Wo feel that the public safety would be- bolter served if  the Ninilchik D O.T 
were fully funded.

We hope you will keep our concerns in mind when funding HR 403.
Thanks for your time. NCAA.
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Alaska State Legislature

Please enter into the record my testimony to the SENATE-rinANOI 
“" ‘cpftbiaKPB n̂ nvc~*

Committee on HB 4Q3 Operating Budget , dited
bill # Subject S foz.
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'JL -rrw entlnc (optional)
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Alaska State Legislature

Please enter into the record a y  testimony to the sa<Atg T*KWa*
r" cotnxmrtM na52'

Committee on HB 403 Operating Budget , dated -__
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Alaska State Legislature
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“ H i. I ’d  lik e  a  la rg e  o rd e r  o f  s a lm o n e lla  a n d  a  s id e  o f  E . c o l i” T h a t is 
p ra c t ic a l ly  w h a t y o u ’d  b e  o rd e r in g  i f  th e re  w e re  n o  h e a lth  in s p e c to rs .  T h e  
s ta le  p la n s  to  d o  a  b u d g e t c u t a n d  in  th is  b u d g e t  c u t  th e y  w a n t to  lay  o f f  a ll 
th e  h e a l th  in s p e c to rs .  T h e s e  h e a lth  in s p e c to rs  a re  th e  p e o p le  th a t  m a k e  s u re  
th e  fo o d  y o u  a re  b u y in g  in th e  s to re  is p a c k a g e d  sa fe ly . T h e y  a re  m a k in g  
su re  th e  r e s ta u ra n ts  y o u  d in e  in m e e t  th e  h e a lth  e x p e c ta t io n s .  T h e y  m a k e  
su re  th a t th e  m e a ls  y o u r  ch ild  is  r e c e iv in g  a t s c h o o l w e re  p re p a re d  c o r re c t ly  

a n d  e v e n  m o re  th a n  th a t.
W ith o u t th e s e  h e a l th  in s p e c to rs  w h o  w o u ld  m a k e  s u re  th a t  w h a t y o u  

a rc  e a t in g  is  s a fe ?  W h o  w o u ld  e n fo rc e  th e  s ta n d a rd s  th a t k e e p  y o u r  food  
s a fe ?

T h in k  a b o u t  it. H a v in g  n o  h e a l th  in s p e c to rs  is lik e  h a v in g  n o  p o lic e . 
T h e re  w o u ld  be  n o  o n e  to  e n fo rc e  th e  ru le s  an d  re g u la t io n s  a n d  n o  o n e  to  
ta k e  c a re  o f  th o s e  th a t d o n 't  m e e t e x p e c ta t io n s .  T h in k  a b o u t  it. W o u ld  y o u  
re a lly  w a n t to  liv e  in a to w n  w ith  n o  p o lic e ?  N o . Y ou w o u ld n ’t. A n d  n e i th e r  
w o u ld  y o u  w a n t to  liv e  in  a to w n  w ith  n o  h e a lth  in s p e c to rs .

H e a lth  in s p e c to rs  m a k e  s u re  th a t  fo o d  b o rn e  il ln e s s e s  lik e ; 
S ta p h y lo c o c c u s , C . p e r f r in g e n s , S a lm o n e lla ,  C . b o tu l in u m , B . c e re u s , 
C a m p y lo b a c te r ,  E .c o li a n d  o th e r  p o te n tia l ly  s e r io u s  i l ln e s s e s  d o n ’t  g e t in to  
y o u r  fo o d .

H ere  is  th e  q u e s tio n . W ill w e  a l lo w  th e  s ta te  to  ta k e  o u r  h e a lth  s a fe ty  
a w a y  fro m  u s?  O u r  a n s w e r  is n o . W e c a n ’t d e c id e  fo r  y o u  b u t  w e  h o p e  y o u  

sa y  n o  to o .
S in c e re ly ,

H a lf re k  a n d  A n y a n k a  V D  
154 R iv e rv ie w  
S o ld o tn a  A K , 9 9 6 6 9

2 6 2 -6 6 5 0

N o te : a  1 3 -y e a r-o ld  g ir l ,  th e  g ra n d  d a u g h te r  o f  a  s ta te  h e a l th  o f f ic e r  a n d  h e r  
f r ie n d  w ro te  th is .  T h e  id e a  an d  c o n te n t  w a s  th e ir s .  T h e  o n ly  a s s is ta n c e  
g iv e n  w a s  to  p ro v id e  in fo rm a tio n  a s  to  w h a t  i l ln e s s e s  o n e  c o u ld  g e t from  
c o n s u m in g  c o n ta m in a te d  food .
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T a lk e e tn a  H is to r ic a l S o c ie ty  M u seum
P.O. Box 76 

Talkeetna, AK 9QR76

April 15, 2002
907-733-2487 

Fax 907-733-2484

State o f  Alaska 
Senate
Senator Dave Donley 
Mail Stop 3100 
Juneau, AK 99801-1182

Dear Senator Donley,

The Talkeetna Historical Society respectfully requests reinstatement o f  the funding for 
the State’s Retail Food and Sanitation Program. I understand funds from this program 
will not be available in the FY 03 Operating Budget.

Talkeetna is unable to provide the essential environmental health services that the 
Department o f Environmental Conservation (DEC) currently provides. Loss o fthese  
services will impact the M oose Dropping Festival, which is an opportunity for food 
vendors to  sell their products. Currently we work with DEC to ensure that food vendors 
meet the State requirements for our July festival that attracts thousands o f  visitors 
annually.

The Society’s M oose Dropping Festival is the chief fundraiser for restoration o f  historic 
properties in the Historic District, and operating costs o f  the Museum. Since we do not 
charge for admittance or parking to the festival, an im portant source o f  income is booth 
rental space. Insurance cost for the festival has risen steadily, and we understand that it 
will rise considerably more if  we allow food vendors who have not passed DEC 
inspection. We cannot absorb this cost.

Please re-think the impact removing these funds will have on the health and safety o f  
communities outside o f  Anchorage.

Talkeetna Historical Society

CC: Janice Adair, Director, Division Environmental Health



April 18,2002

Your proposed cuts to social service program s arc going to have an extrem ely detrim ental impact 
on future state budgets. Reducing funding to M edicaid, Denali Kid C are. Foster Parent Program s, Alcohol 
& Tobacco Use C essation/Prevention Program s, Pow er Cost Equalization, M enial Health Program s, 
AVTEC, General A ssistance, Education, Suicide Prevention, Education, Public Health N urses, Adoption 
Program s, Fam ily Preservation Program s, Head Start, TANF, and other vital program s will have result in 
even m ore calis to Em ergency M edical Service providers.

As Health & Safety Educator for Tanana C hiefs Conference, 1 daily see the com bined positive 
effects o f  the program s you propose to cut. During m y trips to com m unities throughout the U pper Tanana, 1 
often receive requests for additional social services, especially mental health services. 1 relay these 
m essages to Ihe Tok A rea C ounseling Center, but they already have too large a caseload.

Additional funding cuts to social service program s is going to result in even few er people 
receiving services, resulting in increases in dom estic violence, elder abuse, child abuse, sexual assault, 
violent crim es, alcoholism , drug abuse, and suicide. This is entirely contrary to the goals o f  G overnor 
Knowles and to the prom ises you m ade to your constituents when you ran for State Senate.

Many people who dedicate them selves to social service work countless hours o f  overtim e without 
asking for, o r expecting, com pensation. Y our proposed cuts arc going further overburden these people, 
cause burnout, and lead to an apathetic w ork force that can no longer provide the individualized services 
that their at risk clients require in o rder to rem ove them selves from dependency upon social services. The 
idiocy o f  your proposed budget cuts is beyond words.

During my volunteer w ork at the U pper Tanana Aging Program  I often hear elders discussing 
w hether to buy necessary m edication or to heat their hom es. I f  Pow er Cost Equalization funding is reduced, 
they will be forced to  discuss w hether to  buy food, heating oil, o r m edication. For som e elders, the meal 
they receive from the U pper Tanana A ging Program is the only meal they have that day.

As a volunteer Em ergency M edical Technician for Tok A rea Em ergency M edical Service, 1 am 
one o f  the 28 volunteer medical personnel who cover an area the size o f  the State o f  V irginia. O ne-third o f  
our m em bers a r .  Em ergency M edical Technician-1 IPs, the highest training level w ithout m oving to  attend 
a param edic program . O ur service has been extrem ely proactive in training it’s m em bers. The result is a 
high level o f  care not possible in m any rural areas.

As medical training requires re-certification every  two years, the loss o f  training funds will result 
in advanced care no longer being provided. Being the first medical service on the A laskan side o f  the 
ALCA N , in the sum m er m any o f  our patients arc elderly and require advanced m edical procedures. 
W ithout continued m edical training and equipm ent funds Alaska will becom e prohibitive to all visitors 
except the most hardy. The hardy are often the young w ith the sm allest disposable income. Thus a cut 
social services will also  have a detrim ental effect on tourism.

Petroleum, forcslry, and com m ercial fishing operations will also have a sm aller pool o f  
Em ergency M edical Technician to hire from to provide medical services. This will result in h igher death 
rates in the oil, logging, and fishing industries. These deaths will be a direct result o f  your actions.

Please do not cut funding to the people who daily are w orking tow ards m aking A laska a healthier 
and safer place to raise the next generation o f  Alaskans.

To: Senate Finance Subcommittee Members:

Sincerely,

M ary L. Martin 
PO Box 434 
Tok. AK 99780-0434
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April 24 ,2002

Senator Donley 
Senate Finance Committee

Dear Senator:

This letter is in response to the proposed cut to the EMS and BRU grants. This cut is a 
substantial cut lo programs already in crisis.

1 am appalled at the apparent political gaining that is going on. I am constantly reminded 
o f “the fiscal gap” by the media and the Legislature, I understand that the Legislature 
needs to find ways to cut spending. What I see happening is the Legislature making cuts 
to programs like EMS, education and other programs that are a necessity for the public to 
have access to.

Do you think that your proposed cuts to these areas will sway the public on the State 
income tax proposal or State sales tax proposal. Do you think we will ju st roll over and 
tell you-go ahead and tax us even more, we need these services, wc will pay even more?

This is what 1 see coming from our elected officials. Why don’t you listen to your 
constituents? There are excesses in our government spending. Look closer to the 
problem for the solutions. Look at the areas o f “fluff” , not the public safety or education 
areas to cut.

Please do not make these cuts. It would be devastating. Thank you for your time in this 
matter.

Sincerely,

Jodi K. Zufelt 
4121 Edinburgh Drive 
Anchorage, AK 99502
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MEMORANDUM

DATE: April 18,2002
TO: Senate Finance Committee

FROM : Elizabeth A. S a r v e t ^ " ^
Legislative Information Officer

SUB.JECT: Testimony for Senate Finance Committee Hearing

Please accept the enclosed original(s) o f  w ritten testim ony for the Senate Finance 
Com m ittee hearing that was scheduled for 04/18/02.

Copies o f  this testimony were transmitted by fax on 04/18/02.

Thank you.

Enclosures: 5
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A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e

r i e a s e  enter in to  th e  r e c o rd  m y  te s t im o n y  to  th e  

c o m m it te e  o n
bill/subject   Ti %Ĵ ----•

W e  n e e d  to  fu n d  o u r s tu d e n t’s ed u ca tio n . 1 a m  u rg in g  y o u  to  se ttle  fo r 
n o th in g  le ss  th a n  $ 1 9 0  per ch ild  sch o o l in c re ase  in  e d u c a tio n  fu n d h g . W e 
h a v e  fa ile d  to  k e e p  u p  w ith  in fla tio n  fo r  m o re  th a n  a  d ecad e . A la s k a ’s 
c h ild re n  a re  p a y in g  th e  p rice . F u n d  e d u c a tio n  as a  c o n s titu tio n a l i; an d a tc  
b e fo re  o th e r  p ro g ra m s  a re  fun d ed . I su p p o rt the  o p tio n  o f  tu n d in g  ed u ca tio n  
w ith  m o n ie s  f ro m  th e  p e rm a n e n t fu n d ! I am  a lso  in  fa v o r o f  ta k in g  m o n ie s  
o u t o f  e a c h  in d iv id u a l p a y  c h e c k  o n c e  a  y e a r  for e d u c a tio n  o n ly . T h is  w as 
d o n e  in  th e  p a s t a n d  co u ld  be  d o n e  n ow . I f  w e se t up  tax es  w e  n e e d  an 
e x p e n s iv e  s tru c tu re  to  su p p o rt th a t sy stem .

Signed:

Phone No
t r l iU PCVFW.I-H-IH



April 23. 2002,
Senator D ave Donley 
Finance C om m ittee co-Chairmun 
Juneau, Alaska

Dear Senator Donley,

As a 23-year residenL o l 'the  Great Stale o f  Alaska, I have had many memorable outdoor 
experiences in the Alaska Stale Parks. T cannot imagine this stale without the access to 
the country that these parks provide. T he  ability to fish the Kenai Pen insu la’s rivers and 
lakes, ski tlirough the quiet o f  w in te r ,  and  to  sit quietly watching w ild l i f e  is so vital to an 
A la s k a n . I t  all h a p p e n s  almost e x c lu s iv e ly  in th e  state parks o f  tliis s ta te .

We need our Stale Park System intact to live the life that brought so m any  o l 'us  here and 
lo sustain the future o f  our stale through tourism. The business o f lo u r ism  is thriving in 
Alaska- and it is a renewable resource that we must preserve.

Please support our parks by eliminating or severely limiting cuts to the lifeblood of 
Alaska-Our State Park budget.

Sincerely,

C h e ry l R v k a c z c w s k i  
POB 3853
Homer, Alaska 99ti03 
r-skifcr)xvz.nel.............  J ........
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D a v e  D o n le y , C o -c h a ir  
S e n a t e  F in a n c e  C o m m it te e  
F ax : 9 0 7 - 4 6 5 - 6 5 9 5

D e a r  S e n a t o r  D o n le y :

I  a m  w r i t i n g  t o  e x p r e s s  m y  c o n c e r n  f o r  t h e  f u t u r e  o f  t h e  A l a s k a  S t a t e  
P a r k s ,  a n d  u r g e  y o u  t o  s u p p o r t  t h e  t r a n s f e r  o f  p a r k  u s e r  f e e s  t o  
" R e c e i p t  S u p p o r t e d  S e r v i c e s "  a n d  r e s t o r e  t h e  p r o p o s e d  b u d g e t  c u t .

C lo s u re  o f  t h e  p a r k s  w o u ld  b e  a  d i s a s t e r  f o r  A la s k a n s  a n d  v is i to r s  a l ik e .  
W ith o u t m a in te n a n c e ,  g a r b a g e  c o l le c t io n  o r  r e s t  ro o m s , t h e s e  t r e a s u r e s  w ill 
b e  v a n d a l iz e d ,  b e c o m e  f il th y  a n d  p r e s e n t  a  h e a l th  h a z a r d  a s  w ell. C lo s in g  
th e  p a r k s  d o e s  n o t  p r o te c t  t h e  i n v e s t m e n t  t h e  s t a t e  h a s  in  t h e s e  p a r k s ,  a n d  
r e s to r in g  th e m  la t e r  w ill b e  f a r  m o r e  c o s tly .

H e re  In S i tk a ,  C a s t le  Hill is  v is i t e d  b y  th o u s a n d s  o f  t o u r i s t s  f ro m  all o v e r  t h e  
w o rld , c o m in g  h e r e  o n  t h e  c r u is e  s h ip s .  R ich  in  h is to r y ,  i t  Is o n e  o f  o u r  
f e a tu r e d  a t t r a c t io n s .  I m a g in e  h o w  d is g u s t in g  i t  will b e  fo r  v is i to r s  to  f i nd  it 
u n k e m p t  a n d  d ir ty .  I t  will  b e  a n  e m b a r r a s s m e n t  fo r  S i tk a  a n d  A la s k a .

Local r e s id e n t s  u s e  Ha l i b u t  P o in t R e c re a t io n  A re a  a n d  O ld S i tk a  e x te n s iv e ly .  
T h e ir  s h o r e l in e  lo c a t io n s ,  f o r e s t ,  a n d  t r a i l s  a r e  o u ts t a n d in g .  T h e  H a l i b u t  P o in t 
R ec. a r e a  is  n o t  o n l y  a  f a v o r i te  s p o t  fo r  g r o u p  g a t h e r in g s  a n d  p ic n ic s ,  b u t  
b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  u n i q u e  c o m b in a t io n  o f  ro ck y  s h o r e ,  i s la n d ,  b e a c h ,  s t r e a m  a n d  
r a in f o r e s t ,  is  a ls o  u s e d  b y  s t u d e n t s  o f  N a tu ra l H is to ry  a n d  B io lo g y . An 
i s o la te d  c o m m u n i ty ,  S i tk a  h a s  o n l y  1 4  m ile s  o f  r o a c  s y s t e m ;  t h e r e  a r e  no  
o th e r  c o m p a r a b le  l a n d s  a v a i la b le  to  t h e  pub l i c .  I d o n 't  k n o w  w h e r e  w e  will 
g o  if w e  c a n ' t  u s e  t h e s e  p a rk s .

P l e a s e  v o t e  t o  s u p p o r t  t h e  S t a t e  P a r k s .

O rv a l S . W e c k e l III  
P .O . B ox 6 3 jJ  
S i tk a ,  AK 9 9 8 3 5  
9 0 7 - 7 4 7 - 4 5 2 2



State Of Alaska 
Legislative Affairs Agency 
Kenai LIO
145 Main St Lp.Ste 217 
Kenai, AK 99611 
907-283-2030

Please acc ‘ “ 1 ' nal(s) of written testimony

............... is transmitted to your committee
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was scheduled

teleconference hearing that
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R e: B u d g e t  h e a r in g s  -  S B  2 8 9  ‘f
F ro m : J a m e s  E . F is h e r ,  1 7 i F a rn s w o r th  B J w d ^ S o lo d tn a , A K  9 9 6 6 9  

F a x : 2 6 2 -9 6 4 1  p h o n e : 2 /82-9601

W ill y o u  b e  a b le  lo o k  th e  A la s k a  p u b lic  in  th e  e y e  to  e x p la in  h o w  y o u  
h a v e  fa ile d  to  in s ti tu te  re a s o n a b le  f in a n c ia l  s u p p o r t  fo r  th e ir  e s se n tia l 

s ta te  s e rv ic e s?

S in c e  th e  S e n a te  h a s  a p p a re n tly  a p p ro x im a te d  th e  G e n e ra l F u n d  b u d g e t 
p ro p o s e d  b y  th e  H o u se , e v e n  m o re  m o d e ra te  S e n a te  c h a n g e s  w o u ld  re s u lt  in 
p a in fu l s la s h e s  fo r  e s s e n tia l  e d u c a tio n , p u b lic  h e a lth  a n d  s a fe ty . I a s k  wi l l  
th o s e  cu ts :

1. In  a n y  w a y  e n h a n c e  th e  o v e ra l l  l iv e s  o f  a ll A la s k a n  re s id e n ts , e v e n  
th o s e  w h o  o n ly  m u s t  w o r ry  a b o u t th e  s a fe ty  o f  s u c h  a s im p le  
m a tte r  a s  e a t in g  in  a  re s ta u ra n t?

2 . H o w  c a n  th e  e s tim a te d  re d u c t io n s  o f  19 -2 3 . o r  m o re , f e w e r  S ta te  
T ro o p e rs  a d e q u a te ly  re s p o n d  to  d e a th , d is a s te r  a n d  c r itic a l se a rc h  
a n d  re s c u e  fo r  a n y  o n e , o r  al l ,  o f  u s?

3 . H o w  c a n  o u r  c h ild re n  r e c e iv e  e v e n  th e  le v e l o f  e d u c a tio n  n o w  
a v a i la b le ,  u n d e r  o u r  p re s e n tly  s tre s s e d  f in a n c ia l s c h o o l sy s te m s ?

A n s w e r in g  th e  a p p a re n t  fac tu a l s i tu a tio n  o f  th e se  q u e s tio n s ,  c h a lle n g e s  
th e  S e n a te  to  e x p la in  th e  m u lt ip le  a d v e rs e  im p a c ts  th a t  wi l l  a f fe c t y o u r  
c o n s ti tu e n ts  a n d  o u r  n e ig h b o rs .

T O : Sena te f in a n c e  C om m it te e

W o n ’t fa ilu re  to  a v o id  th e  a d v e rs e  im p a c ts  o u tl in e d  a b o v e ,  lo o k  l i ke a 
fa ilu re  o f  n e rv e  o f  th e  S e n a te ?



FROM : BYERS SOLDOTNA ALASKA (899669) PHONE NO. : +907 262 6188
' «•  I I  •  I N « « «  • « « •  •  •  — ■ •

Apr. 17 2002 10:06AM P01
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A la s k a  S t a t e  L e g is la t u r e

Please enter into the record my testimony to the Senate Finance
com mittee nam e "

Committee on SB 289 / HB 403 Operating Budget, dated April 17, 2002
bill # /  subject

Honorable Senators of the Finance Committee:

I ask you to seriously consider not cutting education any further. Education funding has been 
eroded to the point that that our district is no longer able to offer competitive compensation 
packages to attract and keep the best and brightest teachers for our kids.

The teachers we have right now, were hired in the days when the Kenai Peninsula School 
District was able to go down to the lower 48 and pick from the best of the best at every job fair. 
Those days are gone. Today we are encouraging our most experienced teachers to LEAVE our 
schools in a sad attempt to make up for the lack of state funding.

Does anyone remember the days when:
There was an income tax.
There was no permanent fund dividend.
Education was a priority.

Today:
There is no income tax.
There is a permanent fund dividend 
Education is NOT a priority.

Inflation alone costs our schools $14.8 million dollars this year alone. Please increase the 
foundation formula. Our children and our s. i o o Is deserve to be a priority. Quality schools 
build strong citizens and strong communities.

Strong public schools prepare children for jobs of the 21st century.
FUND EDUCATION FIRST BEFORE FUNDING ANYTHING ELSE.

Signed: Bill Vedders_________________________________________________________________________
Testifier

Representing (optional)

P.O. Box 1484________ Kenai, Alaska 99611________________________________________________
Address

 283-3.122______________________________________________________________________________
Phone num ber



Alaska State Legislature

' T aJ / I A *  C£.P lease  en ter into the record my testim ony to the .
com m ittee nam e

com m ittee o n  u   da ted
bill/subject

I cannot understand why the Legislature wants to cut the State Parks Budget when these facilities help the 
second largest economy in the State, tourism, It is not as if it’s a budget of billions or even tens of millions of 
dollars! We are talking of cutting a budget that has been small, too small for all the years I can recall (35+).
I enjoy and use these parks all year long and want them to be open and their facilities available to us 
residents and the visitors that come here and add jobs and work to our State. Please do not vote to cut their 
funds.

Rick Ernst 
Box13172
Trapper Creek 99683 ph (907) 733-2721

4/17/02



A la s k a  S ta te  L e g is la t u r e

Please enter into the record m y testim ony to the - ^ >  as .4-aJC £1________
Com m ittee nam e

Com m ittee o n _______________ <a *  3  £ 7 ~ ______________________ , dated /& ~ O
Bill/Subjcct

4-17-2002

Dear Sirs,

I am writing this letter in support of the treatment programs in Alaska. Over 
the years I have seen many people benefit from these programs. I personally know 
people who have come into these programs with no hope of living a clean sober 
life, with the help they have received they are living clean and sober lives; with 
years of sobriety. Something that they did not think possible and many other 
people did not think possible. They have become parents and have trained for new 
jobs and bought homes, but most important they have respect for themselves and 
other people; they also have serenity and a peace of mind. I would like to see no 
money cut from these programs. It is very important to many people to keep these 
programs going.

Representing (Optional)

Address &

Phone number



Please en ter into the record my testim ony to the

com m ittee on

com m ittee nam e 

.d a te d
bill/subject

Alaska State Legislature

H e llo ,
My name i s  C hery l Brummer, A d m in is t r a t iv e  A s s i s t a n t  f o r  M at-Su C o lle g e . I  am 
in  s u p p o r t o f  th e  b u d g e t f o r  FY/03 f o r  th e  U n iv e r s i ty  o f A la sk a , A nchorage. 
The c o l le g e  i s  b ased  upon a m u l t i tu d e  o f  e d u c a t io n a l  avenues w hich t h i s  
fu n d in g  s u p p o r ts .  By den y in g  th e s e  a l l o c a t io n s  you w i l l  be den y in g  th e  
g row th  o f  o u r s t a t e  th ro u g h  v e ry  v i t a l  m eans. Our s t a t e  needs to  ap p ro v e  th e  
fu n d in g  r e q u e s t  to  h e lp  e d u c a te  th e  p e o p le  o f  A lask a . We need  to  en co u rag e  
th e s e  p eo p le  to  make th e  s t a t e  o f  A lasna  t h e i r  c h o ic e  to  l i v e  and work in ,  
in s t e a d  o f  a l lo w in g  them to  le a v e  o u r f in e  s t a t e  to  spend th e r e  money and 
l i v e s  e lse w h e re .
Thank you 
C h ery l Brummer 
A d m in is t r a t iv e  A s s i s t a n t  
M at-Su C o lle g e  
pnclb@ m atsu. a l a s k a . edu

mailto:pnclb@matsu.alaska.edu


April 17,2002

I apologize for not being able to be present this evening, but I wanted to give you the chance to 
consider my concerns. As 1 have worked for the Division of Family and Youth Services since 
1999,1 am hoping that you can utilize my expertise in considering the impacts of the budget cuts 
on Alaska’s children. I spend every day protecting children and working for their best interests, 
therefore it is my responsibility to speak for them now. I am specifically referring to the cuts in 
foster care, subsidized adoption programs and alcohol programs.

Many children are removed from their unsafe homes every year, many o f which never return 
home. Those that do not return home rely on foster homes to adequately care for them and 
protect them. You must keep in mind that the majority of these children are affected by a lifetime 
of trauma, dating back to in utero. Therefore, they have special needs and the caregivers need 
special skills to fulfill those needs. There are many families with wonderful intentions and big 
hearts that are willing to take in these children, but they need financial assistance in doing so. 
Even now, the funds for foster homes i§ understated and I fear the repercussions ■ r ’tping those 
funds even further. As a result, there will be less available homes and substantial!; ;s that are 
willing to adopt. Overall, permanency for children will decrease and children linge.mg in the 
system will increase. We have developed laws to address these issues, but those laws cannot be 
upheld without the necessary resources. In essence, we will all be working against our own 
goals. Why would we do that?

As for cutting funding for the alcohol programs, the consequences seem clear. If we take away 
the resources which allow parents to rehabilitate themselves, children will be unable to return 
home (with less available foster homes.) Alcohol abuse is a substantial problem in Alaska, and 
our state needs the resources to match the magnitude of the problem. I don’t understand how we 
can decrease the resolution while the problem continues lo increase. Alaska is knowifor its 
alcohol problem*, and we will then be know for ignoring it. The future o f our stale would be held 
in the hands of a large population of cK'drcn diagnosed with Fetal Alcohol Syndrome.

There are consequences to every choice we make. Social services has a history of being 
underfunded, despite the effects on human beings. Those effects are easy to ignore if you are not 
the foster child needing a home and needing love. Just put yourself in that child’s shoes for a 
moment, and 1 am certain you would reconsider the options.

Thank you for your time and understanding.

Sara Childress, MSW 
722 Sunset Drive, Apt. C 
Anchorage, AK 99501

To the Senate Finance Committee:
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I oppose the proposed 25%  cut to the Hum an Services C om m unity M atching Grant. As 

a Board m em ber o f  the N orth Star Youth Court, w hich has received funding from this 

source, I w ant to say:

1. The NSYC reduces the burden on the juven ile  ju s tice  system  and the court system  by 

prosecuting juven ile  m isdem eanors. The N SY C allow s teenagers to perform  a needed 

service for the com m unity  and to learn about the law and the effects o f  juven ile  crime.

2. The N SY C delivers a m essage to youthful offenders that crim e is w rong. W ithout 

the N SYC, young offenders either suffer no consequences or else undergo full formal 

court proceedings with state attorneys, probation officers, a superior court judge, etc.

3. The NSY C, as all the other youth courts in A laska, depends on grants such as the 

H um an Services Com m unity block grants. G rant m oney to the NSYC produces a lot o f  

bang for the buck, since m uch o f  our work is done by volunteers. But we h a \e  to 

m aintain an office, staff, and overhead, to keep track o f  court cases and follow up on

1506 3rd Avc. 
Fairbanks A fC 99701 
(9 0 7 )451-2954

0
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M A R I T I M E  C A S U A L T I E S

was underway in the Chatham Strait, about 30 miles 
southwest of Juneau, en route to Sitka. The ship has the 
capacity for 971 passengers; at the time of the accident 
there were 434 passengers and 63 crew aboard. Three pas­
sengers were evacuated by Coast Guard helicopter for 
medical conditions that existed before the fire, while die 
remaining passengers and a stowaway were transferred to 
another AMHS ferry, Tabu, after the two vessels ren­
dezvoused. . '  .

According to the NTSB, the transfer of the passengers 
xa Taku  “was executed in a umely and effective manner 
and was well coordinated with shoresidc management.”

_ The VNTSB also noted that the passenger and crew 
muster was well coordinated. There- were nounjuries or 
deadis as a result of the accident, but the cost of repair to'

I,‘..the ship is 'estimated to be $2-million. A'; - j •• I'iv-;
; ' Once theV:passenger transfer' was; completed, Tabu,;'-' 

towed.;C o lum bia  away from Admiralty Island so .that it:; 
^.wouidvhot;run aground. -Shortly-.thereafter,; twoj"tugs,

s T o v
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connections "and parts”; and:.: I
r f • v •, f'i'» i- . - •' * / ’I
ctrarieous materials are adnft.'

^tightness; of all electrical 
7.? “ascertain that no tools or extraneous 

But according to the chief engineer’s best recollection, the;' . 
:;V last switchboard inspection had been performed in 1995,' -. 
*Xbut he was not certain whether it was even done then. : 
^Maintenance records showed that none of the conncc- 
-.'.dons had been cleaned or tightened during the five-year 
j-period preceding the accident! - 1, i.;-;-.

During^ the .winter lay-up, Alaska, Ship and Drydpck ‘ 
T  . workers had made some modifications to the switchboard.'
-■ The Coast Guard approved die modifications to the elec- -' 
'j trical drawings, and inspected and approved the work.- .'--, 

On three occasions, shipyard electricians entered the 
enclosure to work on the iswitchboard.'On the first occa- 

r sion, an AMHS port engineer was present to assure that 
. the work was properly done. Oo the subsequent two occa­

sions, no rcwmembcror AMHS representative was pre­
sent to inspect the work while it was in progress or when 
it was completed. ; ‘ . ' * * *r

The NTSB recommended the AMHS conduct annual 
_■ switchboard inspections, verify outside contractors’ work, 

develop comprehensive pre-fire plans including proce­
dures for engine-room fires, and provide a backup com­
munications system between the bridge and engine room.
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lo o se  b o lt su sp e cte d  m fe rry  fire
A  faulty connection or a loose bolt falling into a switch-.: 

board probably caused the fire aboard the ferry C o l u m b i a , ’

• the National Transportation Safety Board has concluded.
.The fire on the flagship of the Alaska Marine 'Highway: 

System on June 6, 2000, (PM #50) broke out in the engine) 
control room’s, main switchboard. The NTSB said that the

1 cycling can gradually 
loosen electrical connections, and although crewmerhbers 
had used an infrared thermographic inspection program to 
search for faulty connections; they had never used it to

• ■ -'!l ; ' ; _____ ■ ■ ■  ■ '

inspect the switchboard’s internal connections. A faulty con­
nection could have developed and remained undetected fora 
considerable period of time.

A loose bolt may also have caused the arcing that led to the 
fire. A bolt fused to two washers was found in the switchboard
, r sVr’.*- 1. i •panel compartment.

A) A report by the Johns Hopkins University Applied Physics
Laboratory also concluded that the cause of the fire was most

• 1 * ’
likely a faulty connection or the loose bolt. Analysis of the bolt 
and its location in the switchboard indicate that it was the 
probable cause of the initial arcing.
. The incident occurred as the 418-foot passenger/car ferry

.'irSifr:JiJ>JSr-’.'i -»•■•": V: .»



FROM : ALASKA PTR EueryChild OneUoice FAX NO. : 1907222401 Apr. 16 2002 08:36AM

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

J a n ic e  L o u d e n  (Fairbanks) 
President 

S u e lle n  A p p c l la f  (Sunan)
1st VP, Leadership 

D a w n  W e n g e r  (E lm endorr AFB) 
2nd VP, M embership 
L e w  T o b in  (Nome)
3rd VP, Legislation 

C a ro l O r t iz  (Anchorage)
4th VP, Programs 

D e e  P a r s o n s  (E lm endorf AFB)
Secretary 

R o b yn  C a s s id y  (Kadiak) 
T reasurer

REGION VICE PRESIDENTS

M a r le n e  L e w is  (Bethel) 
Region 1 Vice President 

V ile t ta  K n ig h t  (Fairbanks) 
Region 2 Vice President 

J e f f  J o s s e e  (Anchorage) 
Region 4 vice President 
A m y  B o w e n  (Kenai) 

Region 5 Vice President 
D ia n e  G u b a ta y a o  (Ketchikan) 

Region 6 Vice President

COUNCIL PRESIDENTS

C a ro l B u s h n e ll (Indian) 
Anchorage Council President 

N a o m i W a ls w o r th  (Fairbanks) 
Fairbanks Council President 

K im  S t a h l  (Ketchikan) 
Ketchikan Council President 

P a t  H o g a n  (Wastlla) 
Mat/Su Council President

COMMITTEE CHAIRS

K en  M e c g re g o r  (S itka) 
Bylaws

P e g g y  B ro w n  (Anchorage) 
Health & Safety  

P e t  B la k n t y  (Anchorage) 
Convention Chair 

C a ro l O r t iz  (Anchorage)
Arts Education 

S u e lle n  A p p e l lo r  (Sutton) 
Technology 

B e th  W e b b e r  (Ft. R ichardson) 
Ways & Means 

D a r le n e  T h o rn to n  (Juneau) 
Parent lnvolvem ent/Educallon

P a u la  P a w to w s k l (Anchorage) 
Past President 

D a w n  C ro s s  o m ce  M anager

O ffice P h o n e : 9 0 7 -2 7 9 * 9 3 ^ *  
Fexi 9 0 7 -2 2 2 -2 4 0 1  

Email) a k _ o ff lc e O p te .o rg  
W e b jr tc i h t t p : / /w w w .a k p t* . 

o rg

sI

j

p m

every c h i ld .  o«e v o ic e .

A l a s k a

|  April 18, 2002

To members of the Senate Finance Committee:

The annual state PTA convention is happening today in Anchorage 
concurrently with this opportunity to testify. Thus, many of us are 
unable to personally testify a t our local UOs. On behalf of the 
13,000 strong membership of the Alaska State PTA, we STRONGLY 
urge you to  fund education a t the $190 per student level for FY 03. 
Increased education funding is consistently one of our most 
important priorities as we witness the erosion of quality education 
for our students due to ongoing inflation and other Increased 
costs.

Members of PTA units throughout the  state can testify to  the fact 
that we are being called upon more and more to raise funds locally 
to help m eet basic educational needs within our schools. Each year 
we witness the loss of essential programs that motivate our 
children to  learn and succeed. We are losing the competitive edge 
in attracting excellent teachers and administrators to come to 
Alaska. This is happening a t a time when we have established 
higher standards and greater expectations for our students.

We understand the need to solve the state fiscal gap, but not a t 
the expense of your mandated duty to maintain a strong school 
system statewide. Quality education for Alaska's children must be 
the #1  priority. Please vote to Increase state education funding.

PO Box 2 0 1 4 9 0  
A n ch o rag o , AK 9 9 3 2 0 -1 4 9 6

http://www.akpt*


S e n a t e  F i n a n c e  C o m m i t t e e  T e s t i m o n y  
S e n i o r  S u p p o r t  f o r  F u l l  F u n d i n g  o f  t h e  

H u m a n  S e r v i c e s  C o m m u n i t y  M a t c h i n g  G r a n t  P r o g r a m

My nam e is D enise D aniello and  I reside a t 3 8 4 4  U llrbahn Road, Fairbanks, AK 
9 9 7 0 9 . I am  th e  executive d irec to r of the  N orth  S ta r Council on Aging, Senior 
C enter. I, along w ith  115 reg istered  A laskan voters, the  m ajority  of w hom  are 
F airbanks a rea  sen iors, su p p o rt full funding  for th e  H um an Sendees Com m unity 
M atching G ran t p ro g ram  as d em onstra ted  by th is  petition . The HSCMG provides 
crit cal funding  for th e  M eals on W heels service adm in istered  by th e  N orth  S tar 
Council on Aging.

M eals on W heels is a vital com m unity  service for elderly  people. I t no t only 
provides ho t n u tritio u s  food to  feed the  body, b u t a caring delivery person who 
nourishes th e  soul. For som e elderly people, especially those w ho live outside the 
city'' lim its, th e  M eals on W heels d river m ay be the  only hum an  contact a person  
will have all clay.

T he N orth  S tar Council on Aging provides the  M eals on W heels service for 143  
hom ebound  sen io rs o f the  Fairbanks area targeting  a t-risk  elders who are  frail, 
d isab led  a n d /o r  financially  in need. O f those individuals, 9 4 % ( 1 3 4  persons) 
suffer from  crippling  a rth ritis , h ea rt disease, P ark in son ’s d isease o r A lzheim er’s, 
6 6 % ( 9 5  persons) are  low -incom e earn ing  less th an  $ 1 , 0 0 0  p e r m onth , and  6 3 % 
( 9 0  p ersons) are  categorized as bo th  m edically im paired  an d  financially  in need. 
M eals on W heels enhances the quality  o f life by provid ing  h ealthy  food and  social 
con tac t for th ese  individuals.

M eals on W heels is cost-effective. The hom e-delivered  m eal helps the  elderly 
stay  healthy  an d  rem ain  in th e ir own hom es, w here they w an t to be, as opposed 
to  being  placed in  a nu rsing  facility for illnesses re la ted  to m alnu trition . The 
daily room  an d  b o ard  ra te  a t the F airbanks M em orial H ospital is $ 8 2 6 , as 
com pared  to $ 9 . 4 8  fo r a M OW  m eal.

The dem and  for M eals on W heels is increasing. Today, we have 21 elderly people 
on a w aitlist fo r M eals on W heels. W e need m ore funding  fo r sen io r services, not 
less.

Last year, the  N orth  S tar Council on Aging p rep ared  4 1 , 5 0 0  m eals, traveled 
3 6 , 4 0 0  m iles delivering m eals, an d  used ou r $ 5 0 , 0 0 0  HSCMG g ran t to leverage 
alm ost $ 3 0 0 , 0 0 0  in ou tside  funds. The HSCMG is a sound  com m unity  
investm en t we su p p o rt. T hank you.



We, who have signed our names below, receive the Meals on Wheels service from the North Star Council on Aging, 
Senior Center in Fairbanks, Alaska. We appreciate Meals on Wheels and support full funding for the Human Services 
Community Matching Grant program that helps to fund this service. Please do not cut this important grant 
program from the legislative budget. Thank You.
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We, who have signed our names bolow, receive the Meals on Wheels service from the North Star Council on Aging, 
Senior Center in Fairbanks, Alaska. We appreciate Meals on Wheeis and support full funding for the Human Services 
Community Matching Grant program that helps to fund this service. Please do not cut this important grant 
program from the legislative budget. Thank You.
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We, who have signed our names below, receive the Meals on Wheels service from the North Star Council on Aging, 
Senior Center in Fairbanks, Alaska. We appreciate Meals on Wheels and support full funding for the u man Services 
Community Matching Grant program that helps to fund this service. Please do not cut this important grant 
program from the legislative budget. Thank You.
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We, who have signed our names below, receive the Meals on Wheels service from the North Star Council on Aging, 
Senior Center in Fairbanks, Alaska. We appreciate Meals on Wheels and support full funding for the Human Services 
Community Matching Grant program that helps to fund this service. Please do not cut this important grant 
program from the legislative budget. Thank You.
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We, who have signed our names below, support full funding for the Human Services Community Matching Grant 
program that helps to fund the Meals on Wheels service provided by the North Star Council on Aging, Senior Center in 
Fairbanks, AK.

P l e a s e  d o  n o t  c u t  t h i s  i m p o r t a n t  g r a n t  p r o g r a m  f r o m  t h e  l e g i s l a t i v e  b u d g e t .  T h a n k  Y o u .
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We, who have signed our names below, support full funding for the Human Services Community Matching Grant 
program that helps to fund the Meals on Wheels service provided by the North Star Council on Aging, Senior Center in 
Fairbanks, AK.

P l e a s e  d o  n o t  c u t  t h i s  i m p o r t a n t  g r a n t  p r o g r a m  f r o m  t h e  l e g i s l a t i v e  b u d g e t .  T h a n k  Y o u .
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We, who have signed our names below, support full funding for the Human Services Community Matching Grant 
program that helps to fund the Meals on Wheels service provided by the North Star Council on Aging, Senior Center in 
Fairbanks, AK.

P l e a s e  d o  n o t  c u t  t h i s  i m p o r t a n t  g r a n t  p r o g r a m  f r o m  t h e  l e g i s l a t i v e  b u d g e t .  T h a n k  Y o u .  
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R E :  S B  3 4 0  P e r m a n e n t  F u n d  D i v i d e n d  ‘H O L D  H A R M L E S S ”  

P R O V I S I O N  R E P E A L

I s t r o n g l y  o p p o s e  S B  3 4 0 ,  t h a t  d i r e c t l y  a f f e c t s  t h e  A l a s k a  N a t i v e  

p o p u l a t i o n  s e r v e d  b y  t h e  C o m m u n i t y  S e r v i c e s  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  t h e  

F a i r b a n k s  N a t i v e  A s s o c i a t i o n .  T h e  m e m b e r s h i p  o f  F a i r b a n k s  

N a t i v e  A s s o c i a t i o n  s e r v e s  t h e  N a t i v e  p o p u l a t i o n  o f  5 0 0 0  r e s i d i n g  
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D e p a r t m e n t  c l i e n t e l e  d e p e n d s  o n  t h e  p e r m a n e n t  f u n d  f o r  w i n t e r  

c l o t h i n g ,  t h e i r  c h i l d r e n ’s  s c h o o l  s u p p l i e s  a n d  o t h e r  e s s e n t i a l  n e e d s  

n o t  p r o v i d e d  b y  o t h e r  f i n a n c i a l  r e s o u r c e s .  A l s o ,  t h e  p e r m a n e n t  

f u n d  a l l o w s  f a m i l i e s  t o  p u r c h a s e  e y e g l a s s e s  a n d  m e d i c a l  s u p p l i e s  

n o t  p r o v i d e d  b y  t h e  h e a l t h  c a r e  s y s t e m .  A g a i n ,  o n  b e h a l f  t h e  

C o m m u n i t y  S e r v i c e s  c l i e n t e l e  ( a p p r o x i m a t e l y  6 7 7  c l i e n t s )  a n d  t h e  

N a t i v e  c o m m u n i t y ,  I  s t r o n g l y  o p p o s e  S B  3 4 0 .  T h a n k  y o u .  

S i n c e r e l y ,  F r e d a  M .  W i l l i a m s ,  D i r e c t o r ,  C o m m u n i t y  S e r v i c e s  

D e p a r t m e n t ,  p h o n e  ( 9 0 7 )  4 5 2 - 5 2 2 5 ,  f a x  ( 9 0 7 )  4 5 2 - 6 3 5 5

A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  S e n a t o r s :
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CJô eJ < r « } . ^ / n . ^ j / . i « u  J- z~)oc~Sc€ J.̂ L
^_ . (2JJ.<h  ̂ * « ^ - /> .-fe, ij>us lj.̂ -J< -r~ ^  j

- * * • ' 3  , y /1 ‘^  *

-Pl ^    ~  ^  "

- / / -  <r~+~
.7 is- J I*. *~ ~~ J-~<■—*—&i~ c:Cc<—<r c—A >-'v\y  y

<Z-.wL

S IG N E D / ~~| ^ ^ T N $ L /  v .  ^ 4 : 7 J a / /  rZ^l 6  £ c /  In >2),

v_S^
Representing .  y  ,
/iT^J bT'tfcr /c  ^  ^ ^ - c  ̂  .f  2$ 76$

Aclclross / Photic Number ‘S 'c '7 -V r 7 2 Jj i



11
Please enter into the record my testimony to the 

Committee on _
Com mittee Nome

Dated V//i
'B i j j i  Subject

'/"» Q_oVi v

- / »  <r̂ C f . @u~r- a ? *{h o o  i  * <r/
o '

7

cJs~*-r~ J
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~  Dill /S u b jec t U  "

^ J U A . c d a - <  p\u/vocuv locL cr>\ kzaî j "fo
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April 18,2002

W e are currently attending our State PTA convention in Anchorage. As members o f the 
Fairbanks community, and representing more than 22 local Parent-Teacher Association, 
wc strongly encourage you to increase education. Funding by the $190 per student level 
for FY 03.

Parent-Teachcr Associations in Fairbanks regularly donate funds for numerous reasons to 
help meet basic educational needs in our schools. Each year we are being asked to do 
more with less -  this at a time when we have established higher standards and greater 
expectations for both students and teachers.

Quality education is our priority. We believe it is yours too. We hope you will show 
your support by voting to increase state education funding.

Naomi Walsworth, Fairbanks Council o f PTA President 
Viletta Knight, Alaska PTA Regional II Vice President.

To Members of the Senate Finance Committee:
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rommit.ee on < W S  I f t Pt/M lS T>Jd7£j)rtT% , -2002.
'Bill /Subject

THE TIME HAS COME TO CONCENTRATE ON REVENUE PRODUCING IDEAS AND NOT 
CONCENTRATING ON HOW WE CAN BALANCE THE BUDGET ON' THE BACKS OF ALASKA'S 
POOR. I urge you to walk a mile in the shoes of those in your district who are down on their luck 
and need a little help finding their way. And if you are in a district full of middle class and high 
class, remember the biblical quote, 'There but for the grace of God go 1/
The proposed service cuts of tens of millions in a single year, plus the denial of strategic 
Investments for children and the economy, will force layoffs of troopers and child protection 
workers, end a program to speed up adoptions and cut back on public health nurses. I ask you to 
reconsider!
It Is time we looked at the Alaska Permanent Fund Dividend. It has been an awesome gift 
however, it Is time that we started acting like responsible citizens and consider eliminating it or 
reducing It. I also support the alcohol excise tax: SB 347.
I know you have some very tough decisions and I am confident when you remember we are 
dealing with people's lives you will have the courage to speak up and make the right decisions.

M m  U m m  O d it M J  .
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S o u th east Region Em ergency Medical Serv ices Council
P.O. Box 259 100 Clothilde Bahovec Way Silka, Alaska 99835 907-747-8005

G overno r K now les 
C o m m iss io n e r Livey 
A lask a  L eg isla to rs

D e a r  S ir  o r M adam :

As th e  govern ing  body  o f th e  S o u th e a s t Region EMS C ouncil, we a re  w ritin g  to 
p ro te s t  a n y  c u ts  to  th e  S ta te  EMS office o r th e  R egional EMS C ouncils . A ny c u ts  to 
th e se  p r ig ra m s  erode th e  in f ra s tru c tu re  of s u p p o r t  th a t  h a s  been  m e ticu lo u s ly  b u ilt 
over th e  p a s t  25  y e a rs . T hese  c u ts  w ould  effect th e  VOLUNTEER EMS s y s te m s  
a ro u n d  th e  s ta te .

M any o f o u r  se n d e e s  a re  no  lo n g e r in ex isten ce  o r  have  d ec re a se d  th e ir  level of 
tra in in g  b e c a u se  o f d ep le ted  fu n d s  for tra in in g  a n d  eq u ip p in g  th e se  v o lu n te e rs . 
Man}' s y s te m s  d ep en d  on  th e  local m u n ic ip a lity  o r  govern ing  b o a rd  for s u p p o r t  a n d  
s in ce  th e  m u n ic ip a l rev en u e  sh a r in g  fu n d s  h av e  b een  s la sh e d , th e re  is  le s s  m oney  
th a n  ever to  p rovide for b a s ic  n eed s .

C u ts  to  th e  EMS p ro g ram  will t r a n s la te  in  e lim in a tio n  o f th e  m in i-g ra n t p ro g ram . 
T h ese  fu n d s  u su a lly  provided  th ro u g h  th e  S ta te  EM S O p era tin g  g ra n t a llow s for th e  
p u rc h a s e  o f d isp o sab le  su p p lie s , a m b u la n c e  in s u ra n c e , tra in in g  n e e d s , g a s  a n d  
eq u ip m en t. The sc h o la rsh ip  p ro g ram  a lso  e s ta b lish e d  by  SEREM S to h e lp  w ith  
co s ts  a s so c ia te d  w ith  tra in in g  will no  lo n g e r be availab le  to v o lu n tee rs , g re a tly  
im p a c tin g  th e  f in an c es  o f th e  serv ices.

C u ts  m a y  a lso  tra n s la te  in  lo ss  o f stafT a t  th e  reg iona l level, w h ich  in  tu r n  will 
e lim in a te  p ro g ra m s  su c h  a s  o u r  p e d ia tr ic  in ju ry  p rev en tio n  p ro g ram  a n d  o u r  
C P R /F irs t Aid p ro g ram . T h a t in  tu rn  t r a n s la te s  in to  m ore  ch ild ren  im p ro p e rly  sea t- 
b e lted  o r  h e lm eted  a n d  few er peop le  tra in e d  to p rov ide b y s ta n d e r  CPR. Cuts to EMS funds will mean increases in potential injury and a decrease of survivability. This is too high a price to pay!
L ast y e a r  th e  G overnor p ro p o sed  an d  th e  le g is la tu re  provided  for 's e e d ’ m o n e y  w ith 
th e  C ode B lue p ro jec t. T h a t sm a ll in v e s tm e n t from  th e  s ta te  w as  co m b in ed  w ith  
fo u r o th e r  fu n d in g  so u rc e s  to p rov ide a lm o s t $6m illion  in  EMS cap ita l e q u ip m e n t 
th ro u g h o u t th e  s ta te . A lthough  th is  fu n d in g  w a s  p u t  to good u se  re p la c in g  ag ing  
a m b u la n c e s  a n d  o u td a te d  eq u ip m en t, m ore  is  n eed ed  to c o n tin u e  im p ro v in g  o u r  
sy stem .

At a  tim e th a t  in c re a se s  to  th e  EMS g ra n ts  is  d e sp e ra te ly  n eed ed , p le ase  c o n s id e r  
ca re fu lly  a n y  c u ts  to  o u r  o p e ra tin g  a n d  cap ita l b u d g e ts  a s  th e  v o lu n tee r  EMS 
sy s te m s  w ho  serve  A laska  m ay  no  lo n g e r ex ist. T he  A laska EMS m otto  is  N eighbor 
H elp ing  N eighbor. P lease  he lp  them  do th e ir  jobs!



Respectfully submitted,

The Southeast Region Emergency Medical Council
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G overnor T ony K now les 
C o m m iss io n e r J a y  Livey 
S ta te  o f A lask a  L eg isla to rs

D e a r  S ir /M a d a m :

A s th e  E x ecu tiv e  D irec to r o f th e  S o u th e a s t  Region EM S C o u n c il, I w ou ld  like  to 
p ro te s t  a n y  b u d g e t c u ts  be in g  co n sidered  to th e  S ta te  EMS office o r to  th e  
R egional EMS C ouncils .

O u r EMS sy stem  is  b u ilt on  th e  v o lu n te e rs  of th is  s ta te . C u rre n tly , EM S 
sy s te m s  s ta tew id e  a re  su ffering  from  th e  lack  of local s u p p o r t  d u e  to  c u ts  to  th e  
m u n ic ip a l rev en u e  sh a rin g , d o w n tu rn s  in  local eco n o m ies  a n d  th e  t re m e n d o u s  
c o s ts  of tra in in g . The se rv ice s  a re  a lso  be in g  d ec im a ted  by  th e  in a b ility  to 
re c ru i t  a n d  re ta in  ] .-ehospital p rov iders.

M any se rv ice s  no lo n g e r ex is t in  co m m u n itie s  s u c h  a s  P o rt P ro tec tio n , C offm an 
Cove, P t. B ak er, P o rt A lexander, E d n a  B ay, M eyers C h u ck , N a u k a ti , H yder to  
n a m e  j u s t  a  few. M any o th e rs , su c h  a s  K law ock, H ollis, C raig , P e te rs b u rg , 
S kagw ay , K ake, H o o n ah  a n d  Y ak a ta t a re  s tru g g lin g  to  m a in ta in  th e ir  c u r re n t  
levels o f certifica tio n . E ven la rg e r se rv ices  s u c h  a s  S itk a , K e tc h ik a n  a n d  
J u n e a u  d e p e n d  o n  v o lu n te e rs  to keep  th e  co s ts  of p ro v id in g  p re h o s p ita l  se rv ices  
a t  a  m in im u m .

W ith th e  d e m a n d s  p laced  on  EMS by th e  to u rism , fish in g  a n d  m in in g  in d u s tr ie s  
a n d  th e  la c k  of availab le  fu n d s  to help  th e se  v o lu n te e rs  offset th e  sk y ro c k e tin g  
c o s ts  of tra in in g , m a n y  will cease  to ex ist. T h is m e a n s  th a t  th e re  w ill be  no 
EM S re s p o n s e  to c rie s  for help .

F u n d in g  fo r th e  R egional EMS offices h a s  been  co m p ara tiv e ly  fia t fo r th e  p a s t  8 
y e a rs . T he R egional offices have c u t p ro g ram s, b een  u n a b le  to p rov ide  
m a n a g e m e n t a s s is ta n c e , red u ce d  em plo 3 'ee b en efits  a n d  h av e  b e e n  u n a b le  to 
p rovide for b a s ic  tra in in g  n e e d s  in ru ra l A laska. T h is  h a s  affec ted  o u r  
in f ra s tru c tu re .  C u ts  to th e  SE  Region EMS b u d g e t w ill be re flec ted  in th e  lo ss  
of m in i-g ra n t fu n d s  to th e  co m m u n itie s . T hese  m in i-g ra n ts  a re  so m e tim e s  th e  
ONLY so u rc e  of rev en u e  th e se  EMS h av e , excep t for th e  local b a k e  sa le s . T hey 
a re  u se d  to  p ay  for in s u ra n c e  on th e ir  a m b u la n c e s , g a s , d isp o sa b le  su p p lie s , 
a n d  th e  filling of oxygen ta n k s . It w ould  also  m e an  th e  s c h o la rs h ip  fu n d  t h a t  
w as  e s ta b lish e d  to help re d u c e  th e  c o s ts  of tra in in g  fo r v o lu n te e rs  w ou ld  c e a se  
to be  ava ilab le .



In  lig h t o f th e  ev en ts  of S e p te m b e r  11, 2 0 0 1 , it d o es  n o t  m a k e  m u c h  s e n s e  to 
c u t th e  s u p p o r t  to o u r  f irs t line o f d efen d e rs  -  th e  v o lu n te e r  EMS p ro v id e rs . At 
a  tim e  w h e n  m ore fu n d in g  is  d e sp e ra te ly  n eed ed  to re -b u ild  w hole sy s te m s , it 
s e e m s  lu d ic ro u s  to  s la s h  th e  sm a ll of a m o u n t of fu n d in g  th a t  re m a in s .

F u n d s  a llo ca ted  by th e  L eg is la tu re  la s t  y e a r  for th e  C ode B lue p ro jec t allow ed 
for th e  p a r tn e rs h ip  of five d ifferen t fu n d in g  so u rc e s  th a t  to ta led  ap p ro x im ate ly  
$ 6  m illion . M ore ‘s e e d ’ m oney is  n eed ed  to rep lace  ag in g  a m b u la n c e s , o u td a te d  
e q u ip m e n t an d  im prov ing  tra in in g .

W ith th e  c o n s ta n t  th re a t  of n a tu ra l  d is a s te rs  (e a r th q u a k e s , ts u n a m is , 
a v a la n c h e s , a n d  d es tru c tiv e  s to rm s) an d  th e  m o re  re c e n t  th re a t  o f w e a p o n s  o f 
m a s s  d e s tru c tio n , b u ild in g  a  so lid  fo u n d a tio n  of b a s ic  re sp o n d e rs  is  e s se n tia l. 
T hey  m u s t  be  rec ru ite d , tra in e d , equ ipped  a n d  su p p o r te d  if  we expec t th e ir  h e lp  
in  tim e s  o f n eed .

P lea se  find  enclosed  m a n y  le tte rs  p ro te s tin g  th e  p o te n tia l c u ts  to th e  EMS 
b u d g e t. T h ese  a re  th e  people w ho  will be on th e  rece iv ing  en d  of th e se  c u ts . 
T hey  m a y  o r  m ay  n o t be th e re  w h en  you n eed  them .

S incere ly ,

E x ecu tiv e  D irec to r 
S o u th e a s t  R egion EM S C ouncil
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eKncJ < £z RtzJ'XŜ  A - e ^ p / n ^  c ’U'-*' p&c\ene-ecf rn>£r)*befs
0\ kr • i i r\ DCcO *Vx' DI uux-V-c *>.<~s -Vb<2 Corvv.c 3  t Y^pcs,*,! f^,.

t o i V V \ oc*A - Qu l » ' v A,  ̂ BXA ,5 i n  &P/V1 /v*w.;i/Fy
iO \ \\ yfoWVAy d i ' e  So L0» II peof X •

3 >  C l &s\<\Oj ‘X  a s U  X W A  y < 5 U  w c n W ^ r  

A W  C u d s  A c . E M S  6 e< ~  uVc.**\5 ,. W . A W c a A  < £ M S ,

A W  U O e S  a £  I t \  I'nAM^;,/ '/ /< ? 5

^ \ \ \  W '  e d  A ' s k  / T W  I ov\<\-. X ^ y  r v y W  S lw A - jk

<p£Q ±oA .s &A §  cY-& k  d 4 . A s J -XiAou-> cw A o p  & A  o W r  

Xv'.Xiix  ̂ C W ^ s  X CPcor^s rr\ ,‘c. b W ; 5  Ao /?****,**,,.7 .,.
# l c € a < 4 y  6 l , r t ^ f i ' ^  b L e ** S f u u i o ^ .

A W - s .

t 5 i l [\C£x<l I

Jl«-l

X W ^  la  hZ&j/s'̂  n, L
Ibex l*ve¥

T W r t #  S a y ,  * *  9 « / 9



April 13, 2 0 0 2

TO-' Governor Knowles
Commissioner Livcy 
Alaska Legislators

FROM : V ;iL £ 0 ? ,a < J c ! , >ZG

w ALyFZ.-̂Dear Sirs/Madam:

J . f  //>■>> {; ’rr//X< i - fr  C $ (  i -cu)  y e e c i p M '^ r d t ^  &z- a n y

pxj'VtJ r b  / W  X . w X '  £»$ jCKn***:?-
j X  !/>;'JsX ’ y-Wtr 'T/B /fp sA/t’SF /c xM

ft/*?&£'<J cxu/ A
j/'jt X 4 / . 5  'ftn'My \ TP dS.y -/Cpj/c)~\ ,

-  ’• ■ I ... •'■ s? ' ' ' f 'J> js Jd' 'A  iloF’s>£_< a  ' Y y  v r '  Vp' yss'fyc.5
-ft emmwrfes H-k-u j;W V  <:(/*/<**■> Lft. . . .  ■ L , .

.V 'V  •*-" . V -  " Jxn/fi'y GiWdL F&'t'f ucS, ~ t  /. S
X m l  y '■' •- ^ . v i ^  JJ /ro ’A-sKS !>- ■>-<*' A’zM jsr\̂

7  V / . , e  W  - 5 V ' ^ > . W  . W - O -  X
 ̂r ^ I/'

^ X  -t/lriSj’. W 'C

/ / '/, V v,-,V.,,' a A '  -j'/S'l ■'’'*.
.x-> ^  - >

/A *  f’j25’> • - \  i  . \  ' - - x
'. '  ;■ >  '•••T‘ a  ^  «*£.• s ^ y :y. c ,

. W  "•'■  ' ' -  / . ' . C , ^  .v ; . . y „ , /  ^

. ! * . > .  .) • • X  i . .  ■;. * ': •>— C-'u* • t : —, ■* . . F x





I

April 13, 2 0 0 2

TO: Governor Knowles
Commissioner Livey 
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Gail Tharpe-Luccro 
SEREMS Board M em ber 
P O Box 9 
Angoon, A K  99820 
A pril 15, 2002

G overnor Knowles 
Commissioner Livey 
A laska State Legislature 
A laska State Capital 
Juneau , Alaska 99801

D ear Servants of Alaska,

A t a time when the legislature is looking for a place to reduce it fiscal expenditures, 
it is im portan t to emphasize the im portance of fully funding emergency medical 
services in Alaska. The interactions th a t I have been privilege to have with 
Southeast Regional Em ergency M edical Services has shown them  to be a dedicate 
group of people who w ork tirelessly to assist rural  communities and volunteers to 
provide critical services.

Moneys SEREMS receives from gran ts and appropria tions arc allocated to provide 
communities with training, equipm ent and  inform ation th a t these communities 
would not have access to otherwise. T he SEREM S staff works diligently to stay in 
touch with the communities that they serve. They do this in o rder to have realistic 
inform ation about problem s and need th a t exist. This is a high priority  to the 
SEREM S staff to ensure that the financial assistance they distribute is done so in a 
m anner to best serve the needs of a verv diverse region.w  O

I am asking the legislature to fully support EMS services. I hope that the legislature 
realizes that at this time of increased concern for need of emergency response 
capabilities increased support would be a m ore app rop ria te  response.

Sincerely,
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TO: Governor Knowles
Commissioner Livey
Alaska Legislators

FROM: f / f J M i  a  U M e y r  S f ;

Dear Sirs/Madam:
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T0: Governor Knowles
Commissioner Livey 
Alaska Legislators

FROM: f a  (TV /?  M U # * -

Dear Sirs/Madam: .
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April 13, 2002

FROM:

TO: Governor Knowles
Commissioner Livey
Alaska Legislators

Dear Sirs/Madam:
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TO: Oo vern or Kno) vies
Commissioner Livey 
Alaska Legislators

FROM: 3 \r2̂ C '"Y
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Dear Sirs/Madam:
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April 13, 2002

TO: Governor Knowles
Commissioner Livey
Alaska Legislators

FROM:

Dear Sirs/Madam:
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TO :

F R O M :

Governor Knowles 
Commissioner Livey 
Alaska Legislators

Dear Sirs/Madam:
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A r i l  13, 2002

TO: Governor Knowles
Commissioner Livey
Alaska Legislators

FROM:

Dear Sirs/Madam:
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F R O M : / w l
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T0: Governor Knowles
Commissioner Livey
Alaska Legislators
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Dear Sirs/Madam: ,
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FROM:

Dear Sirs/Madam:
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Commissioner Livey
Alaska Legislators
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TO: Governor Knowles
Commissioner Livey
Alaska Legislators
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TO: Governor Knowles
Commissioner Livey
Alaska Legislators
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/ t AA  ft-*, err- p f 6> b - 3  (•L>cHx i& l 't k  l iL j  L  a-cc^jL > C y; \-£JTe<f) u jd  rv U td  IX

d J J  . O
be. £iis>jt, “ /? Z f~ (J ^ iU ze -  "P vT^a^iPb-'Ch. "eke, -fro*- f k e ,  TL- ~H f c u ^ s  C L j-fL .

U £ * i W  3  ~ t f z t  i f  - h - k e z  i t  y j ' a -  M < *t*  ^  i U \*  s t J o i L j - .

T ' s  / / - d  6 i>j Qsy*-~'̂ - r~Y>-4s^ 3 f" 3 ^ C P"U t L  i V v>.£ p i - h J .

o uno. < in~6- t '-w r"  ‘̂ k f j .l s  A  le-^i-h , A e j  - j3 "  />■ e .*  P'S. y .$ i’\r<i~bi~

y i  f U *  * S  ^ S o ^ y y .  H u -c ix  ^  T i s , Ic  c ^ d ^ C H A

I s  C u A k  , ^ 5 v Z z L e e ^ d y  ^L d cJ^tc -iM . n - ^ A j  {*> F  s ^ rm ^cr^e -A  Z ( j ~ c r f^

& ^ s >  T U  P n s  c r i ^ l
t f c x . 3  \j-, * ' . -■*-  uf. - ...............................

T  ra
n U * W j  « * . ^ i 9 , - « . ^  .v ^ - ,  a<

^ A c  C- t/oZfexJAU z k t j - t *

f o r  C F ]  T~J^ ^j/uo rv.JA. v o fo ^ n A e c r s .  f i z S  Ic^CrL / ^  o - n j - ^ r - r A  u r-o tJ lc f ̂

e  SfUL cZ<z-$£-^ k t ^ r x l .  k ) * ,  c.A-e. d n z , ; . Z y i  U Z  c J fl M s .A y  t y ^ o s f  f c J « .  "T-W  A-c-v .̂ 
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TO: Governor Knowles
Commissioner Livey
Alaska Legislators
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TO: Governor Knowles
Commissioner Livey 
Alaska Legislators
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DearSirs/Madamf’ °

TO: Governor Knowles
Commissioner Livey
Alaska Legislators
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TO: Governor Knowles 
Commissioner Livey 
Alaska Legislators

FROM: 6 0 /
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T0: Governor Knowles
Commissioner Livey
Alaska Legislators
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Dear Sirs/Madam:

TO: Governor Knowles
Commission cr Livey
Alaska Legislators
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Dear Sirs/Madam:

TO: Governor Knowles
Commissioner Livey
Alaska Legislators
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TO: Governor Knowles
Commissioner Livey
A laska Legislators
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Commissioner Livey
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TO: Governor Knowles
Commissioner Livey 
Alaska Legislators
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TO: Governor Knowles 
Commissioner Livey 
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FRO M : f a n  A / o b h t

Dear Sirs/Madam:

E J U

fJ h ( A > s  is

u i u M



April 13, 200

i
TO: Governor Knowles

Commissioner Livey 
Alaska Legislators

FROM: s,
' . X s T T r _  t C k , /tk .

Dear Sirs/Madam: i
“ T  U  lo  7 c  p r o p o s e - 4 '

c 4 s  H e  E T H 5  6 o 4 . 5  O - J  ^  5 ^ 1 5

T k . j  u -.K  k c - <  a  c.s,

C*V? S *y jp / .* ^ 5  / o  / V  (TcS^nwv.ly o/* U>ko <~r[y a.'I o o l ^ L u

'U7\Cj^^n-cy p 'lV ^ w w .i -



April 13, 2002

TO: Governor Knowles
Commissioner Livey 
Alaska Legislators

FROM:

Dear Sirs/Madam:



Governor Knowles, Commissioner Livey, Senators and Representatives,

I am writing on behalf of the residents of Southeast Alaska. I am a life-long resident of 

th is region and have grown over time to appreciate the many unique characteristics of 

th is land. So much of what enables us to live such rich lives is the attitude o f "Neighbor 

helping ne ighbor” . This is the theme of EMS in our region. Unfortunately, like so many 

other organizations that depend on volunteerism we have seen a decline i.i th is vital 

activity. Many things contribute to this. One of the primary ways that volunteers are 

encouraged is by visits to their communities by educated, supportive individuals who can 

provide training, evaluate supplies and other needs particular to them. During these 

visits hearing the words, "Well done” inspires the volunteers in these communities! This 

makes all the difference in the world to a volunteer. The staff who have primarily had 

this responsib ility of site visits come from Southeast Region EMS office in Sitka. This 

office is a very busy, productive place where much is done to support EMS fo r the 

region. Unfortunately, rising costs have forced budgetary cuts prohibiting unnecessary 

travel. While I understand the exorbitant costs o f travel in this region, these visits are a 

vital link to the existence of EMS in SE Alaska. There are many other items on the 

budget that have been reduced or elim inated. I feel that we can not continue this trend 

and sustain the assurance of quality and safety fo r our residents. Please consider an 

increase in the Grant to SEREMS. As a board member of SEREMS, I can assure you 

that we have evaluated the situation carefully. Please support the safety of ou r residents 

and visitors by approving increased grant funds with which to effectively accomplish the 

EMS goals.

Sincerely,

Elaine Caskey, RN 

P. O. Box 6064 

Ketchikan, A laska 99901 

(907)247-8361 

caskevclan@ att.net

mailto:caskevclan@att.net
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April 13, 2002

TO: Governor Knowles
Commissioner Livey 
Alaska Legislators

FROM: t f j * ' /  J

Dear Sirs/Madam:
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April 13, 2002

FROM:

T 0: Governor Knowles

Commissioner Livey

Alaska Legislators

Dear Sirs/Madam:
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April 13, 2002

FROM:
i y j y f u i

<>m a m w tDear Sirs/Madam: ^
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TO: Governor Knowles

Commissioner Livey

Alaska Legislators
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April 13, 2002

TO: Governor Knowles

Commissioner Livey

Alaska Legislators

FROM:
I

Dear Sirs/Madam:
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Tuesday, April 16: 4:00 p.m. -  7:00 p.m.

University of Alaska closeout
Adopt all committee reports for incorporation into committee substitute work draft 

Public testimony is tentatively scheduled for Wednesday and Thursday as follows.

Wednesday, April 17: 4:00 p.m. -  6:15 p.m.
  —

Formally adopt committee substitute work draft 
4:00-4:45 Dillingham, Ffofner, Seward, Valdez 
4:45 -  5:30 Cordova, Kerriti, Kodiak, Bethel
5:30 -  6:15 GlennalleWPetersburg, Sitka

break

7:00-9:00

Thursday Morning 9:00 -  11:00

9:00 -  10:00 Mat^su, Delta JuViction, Ket&rfkan, Tok 
10:00 -11:00 Wrangell, Nome, Kotzebue, Bdijow

break for session

Thursday Afternoon 4:00

4:00-5:15 Offnet Sites 
5:15-6:30 Fairbanks

break

7:15-9:00 Juneau

People wishing to testify may want to arrive early in the event testimony from previous LIOs 
concludes before the scheduled time. Meetings will conclude at the state time or when all those 
present have made their comments.

Anc|jorage



s it e : D i l l i n g h a m

COMMITTEE S F IN  
D ATE: 4 / 1 6 / 0 2

SUBJECT OF M EETING : 
SB 2 8 9

U p d a te  PG 2

P L E A S E  S I G N  I N

P R I N T  YOUR NAME

DO YOU WANT 

ADDRESS (M A ILIN G  6 Z IP )

/ " O F

REPRESENTING TO T E S T IF Y ?I'&parl Strub Y
i)o n  Ford YS k nnie Fritze Y
Sonny LeVeque Y
/

Tina Barger Y
" Nels Anderson Jr. Y



s it) } .: ; D I L L I N G H A M  L I O SUBJECT OF M EETING :
BUDGET B I L L S

COMM ITTEE: S F I N UPDATE # ;

D A T E :4 - 1 7 - 0 2

P L E A S E  S I G N  I N

P R I N T  YOUR NAME ADDRESS (M A ILIN G  & Z IP ) REPRESENTING

DO YOU WANT 

TO T E S T IF Y ?

Marilyn Rosene Education Yes
Email address:

D orothy Larson Curyung Yes
Email address: Tribal Council

l)eanna Hardin Bristol Bay Yes
Email address: Campus

Karen Kelly Bristol Bay Yes
Email address: Campus

Cristal Nielson Bristol Bay Yes
Email address: Campus

K risty Wilier Tilden BBAHC Yes
Email address:/ Alcoh & Drug

'Jennifer Jones-Molina Education Yes
Email address:



s it e : B e t h e l  L I O SUBJECT OF M EET ING : SB  2 8 9
O p e r a t i n g  B u d g e t

COMM ITTEE: S F I N

D A T E : 4 /1 7 /0 2
UPDATE # ;2

P L E A S E  S I G N  I N
P LE A SE  P R IN T :

N A M E A D D R E S S  ( M A I L I N G  &  Z I P ) R E P R E S E N T I N G T E S T I F Y  B i l l  
Y / N  #7*------------------------------------------------------

Car! Berger Self Y /

'iBob Medinger KUC/UAF Y /

'Bing Sa’iitainour KUC/Self Y /

/Alexandria Mortenson KUC str.dent Y /

Linda-Gurda------ - KUC faculty Y
/

/

/

/

i

/

/

. . .

/



s i t e : S I T K A  L I O SU B JE C T OF M E E T IN G :S B 2 8 9 ,  B u d g e t
B i l l ;

COMMITTEE: S F I N G i n ,  P s g ,  S i t k a  5 : 3 0 - 6 : 15pm
UPDATE # ;  I

D ATE: A p r i l  1 7 ,  2 0 0 2 ,  4pm

P L E A S E  S I G N  I N
'Q r ' i w

P R I N T  YOUR NAME ADDRESS (M A ILIN G  & Z I P )
DO YOU WANT 

REPRESENTIN G  TO T E S T IF Y ?
Y  o r  N

'Marlys E. Tedin PO Box 892, Sitka, AK State Parks/Self YES
Email address: 

/  .............

Scott McAdams PO Box 975, Sitka AK Self YES
scottmcadarnsfoihotmail.com Email address:

Email address:

Email address:

Email address:

Email address:

Email address:



s i t e : P E T E R S B U R G  1 , 1 0 SU B JE C T  OF M EETING:
P u b l i c  T e s t i m o n y  o n  B u d g e t  B i l l s

COMMITTEE: S F I N UPDATE # ;
D A T E :4 / 1 7 / 2 0 0 2

P L E A S E  S I G N  I N

P R I N T  YOUR NAME ADDRESS (M AILIN G  5 Z IP )

DO YOU WANT 

REPRESENTIN G  TO T E S T IF Y ?
Y  o r  N

✓ ' I

Marilyn MenishMeucci PO Box 1076, Petersburg, AK99833 Self Yes
Email address: meucci@mitkof.net

Bill Trembley PO Box 662, Petersburg, AK 99833 Self Yes
Email address:

Paul Anderson PO Box 1454, Petersburg, AK99833 Self Yes
Email address:

Email address:

Email address:

Email address:

Email address:

1 /

mailto:meucci@mitkof.net


s i t e : G l e n n a l l e n  L I O SUBJECT OF MEETING :

S B  2 8 9
COMM ITTEE: S  F I N

UPDA'.E # ;
D ATE: 0 4 1 7 0 2

P L E AS E  S I GN  I N

cr&SLSfjx

P R I N T  YOUR NAME ADDRESS (M AILIN G  & Z IP ) REPRESENTING

DO YOU WANT 

TO T E S T IF Y ?  
Y  o r  N

Ken Roberson P O Box 375 Glennallen AK 99588 Copper River EMS Y
Email address: owlkrvr@alaska.net

Dave Lemaire P O Box 107 Glennallen AK 99588 Copper Rive** EMS Y
Email address: Lemaire@cvinternet.net

Marnie Graham P O Box 366 Copper Center AK 99573 Self Y
Email address: vollman@alaska.net

Email address:

Email address:

Email address:

Email address:

\ 2

< /

« /

mailto:owlkrvr@alaska.net
mailto:Lemaire@cvinternet.net
mailto:vollman@alaska.net


s i t e : K o d i a k  L I O SUBJECT OF MEETING :
O p e r a t i n g  B u d g e t

COMM ITTEE: S e n a t e  F i n a n c e

UPDATE # 2
D ATE: 0 4 - 1 7 - 0 2

P L E A S E  S I G N  I N

P R I N T  YOUR NAME 
REPRESEN TIN G  TO T E S T IF Y ?

DO YOU WANT 

ADDRESS (M AILIN G  & Z IP )

Y  o r  N/
/bon Roberts Jr Y
/Put Holmes Y
"Everett StOne Y
' Dave Jones Y
'Pat Carlson Y
Carolyn Floyd Y

''Pat Branson Y
Mike Milligan Y

^Gabrielle Ledoux Y
/Betty' Walters



s i t e : K e n a i  L I O SU B JE C T  OF MEETING:
HB 4 0 3  /  SB 2 8 9  A p p r o p r i a t i o n s :

COMMITTEE: S e n a t e  F i n a n c e O p e r a t i n g  B u d g e t / L o a n s / F u n d s

HB 4 0 4  /  SB 2 8 8  A p p r o p r i a t i o n s :
M e n t a l  H e a l t h  B u d g e t

D ATE:  4 - 1 7 - 0 2 U p d a t e  # ;  P a g e  1

P L E A S E  S I G N  I N

^ " * O F

P R I N T  YOUR NAME AD D RESS (M A ILIN G  & Z IP ) REPRESENTING T E S T IF Y IN G ?  
Y  o r  N

' J am e s  E. Fisher Self Y
Email address:

^Rosemary Reeder Soldotna Community Y
Email address:/ Schools/y Grace Merkes Head Start Y
Email address:

' Rosemary Bushon Head Start Y
Email address:

Marion Nelson ' Self Y
Email address:

^M arjorie J. Hayes AK Commission on Y
Email address: Aging; Mental & 

Personal Health
SB 289 & 
SB 288



s i t e : K e n a i  L I O S U B JE C T  OF bTEETING:
HB 4 0 3  /  SB 2 8 9  A p p r o p r i a t i o n s :

COMMITTEE: S e n a t e  F i n a n c e O p e r a t i n g  B u d g e t / L o a n s / F u n d s

HB 4 0 4  /  SB 2 8 8  A p p r o p r i a t i o n s :
M e n t a l  H e a l t h  B u d g e t

DATE:  4 - 1 7 - 0 2 U p d a t e  # :  P a g e  2

P L E A S E  S I G N  I N
P R I N T  YOUR NAME ADDRESS (M AILIN G  & Z IP )  REPRESENTIN G  T E S T IF Y IN G ?

Y  o r  N

ii Kenai Fire Dept Y
Email address:

Jason A. Elson Southern Region 
EMS Council; 
AK Fire Chiefs

Y
Email address:

/

J^atie Stafford NASW,DFYS Y
Email address:

James Shill
Central 

Penin.Counseling Y
Email address:

Email address:

Email address:



s it e : C O R D O V A  L I O SUBJECT OF MEETING :

COMM ITTEE: SF IN Senate Budget H earings

DATE : 0 4 1 7 0 2 UPDATE # :2

s t v s .

P R I N T  yOUK NAME ADD RESS (M A ILIN G  & Z IP ) REPRESENTIN G

DO YOU WANT 

TO T E S T IF Y ?  
Y  o r  N

Corrine Erickson, Envoy
P.O. Box 2401 Cordova, AK 99574

Salvation Army, 
other social service 
agencies

y

Email address:

^Nicole Songer P.O. Box 2116 Cordova, AK 99574 Cordova Family 
Resource Center y

Email address:

Denny Weathers P.O. Box 1791 Cordova, AK 99574 self y
Email address:

Email address:

Email address:

Email address:

•

P a g e  1 o f  2



s i t e : V a l d e z  L I O SUBJECT OF MEETING :
Budget

COMM ITTEE: S F I N UPDATE: #2
D ATE: 4 / 1 7 / 2 0 0 2

P L E A S E  S I G N  I N

P R I N T  YOUR NAME
DO YOU WANT 

ADDRESS (M A ILIN G  & Z IP ) REPRESENTING TO T E S T IF Y ?  
Y  o r  N

Aliesha Todd University Funding PWSCC Yes
Email address:

D o u g  Disorcie PWSCC Yes
Email address:

Raimier Masters PWSCC Yes
Email address:

Kaci Hamilton PWSCC Yes
Email address:

John Hischer PWSCC Yes
Email address:

Minnie Andrews PWSCC Yes
Email address:

'v_]<==M • C2. J PWSCC Yes
Email address:



s i t e : V a l d e z  L I O SUBJECT OF MEETING :
B u d g e t

COMM ITTEE: UPDATE;  # 3
D ATE: 4 / 1 7 / 2 0 0 2 Con tlnua tion

P L E A S E  S I G N  I N
DO YOU WANT

P R I N T  YOUR NAME ADDRESS (M A ILIN G  6 Z IP )  REPRESENTING  TO T E S T IF Y ?
Y  o r  N

Quvanoruq A. 
Tulrshaq

YES

Email address:

^Janis Johnson Yes
Email address:

Jessica N Prince Yes
Email address:

Angela Corcran Yes
Email address:

Email address:

Email address:



s i t e : H O M E R  L I O SU B JE C T OF M EETING:

SB289: Budget B il ls
COMMITTEE: ( S ) F i n

DATE: 0 4 - 1 7 - 0 2 UPDATE # ;  I

P R I N T  YOUR NAME ADDRESS (M A ILIN G  & Z IP ) REPRESENTIN G

DO YOU WANT 

TO T E S T IF Y ?  
Y  o r  N

^Mako Haggerty K-Bay Parks Board Y- Parks
Email address:

. j

N//Josh Perry State Parks Y- Parks
Email address:

J o sh u a  Duffus State Parks Y- Parks
Email address:

j

/K athee Kiefer Y- Parks
jL-nail address:

/Lisa Ruoff Y- Parks
Email address:

/

"Jennifer Reinhart Self Y- UA
Email address:

/
Roger McCampbell Self Y~ Parks

Email address:

^ 5  tC T x  O ^ -

¥ )e * \V h  X u t r ^ c o o
P a g e  1 o f  1



s i t e : S E W A R D  L I O SU B JE C T OF M EETING:

O p e r a t i n g  B u d g e t
COMMITTEE: S e n a t e  F i n a n c e

UPDATE # ;
DATE: 0 4 - 1 7 - 0 2

P L E A S E  S I G N  I N ty i

P R I  N T TOUR NAME AD D RESS (M A ILIN G  & Z IP ) REPRESEN TIN G

DO YOU WANT 

TO T E S T IF Y ?

i) ix ie  Landenburger Y
Email address:

^ lelan ie Weems Y
Email address:

y

'Janet Buchanan Y
Email address:

Angus Kunz Y
Email address:/

/£ung Kim Linder Y
Email address:

-Kat-Tem^te--------- Y
Email address:

Carolyn Tanner Y
Email address:



S I T E : O F F N E T S
COMMITTEE:  

D ATE:
y S a is i ^

P L E A S E  S I G N  I N O 0 W s S i& ^ > y ,  
X . ' W , A ^ »

PLEA SE P R IN T :
NAME ADDRESS (MAILING & ZIP) REPRESENTING

DO YOU WANT 
TO TESTIFY? 

Y or N

Larry Persily D.O. Rev. Y



s c
S I T E : M A T S U  L I O  SU B JE C T OF M E ETIN G ;

B u d g e t
COMMITTEE: S F I N

D A T E :0 4 / 1 8 / 0 2
UPDATE # ;

P R I N T  YOUR NAME

P L E AS E  S I G N  I N
ADDRESS (M A IL IN G  & Z IP ) REPRESENTING

DO YOU WANT 
TO T E S T IF Y ?

Susan Mason-Botfterse S u n s h in e  C o m m . 

H e a l t h  C e n t e r
Y

Email address:
/

Patricia G. Coyne B.A.A.R.T. Y
Email address:

/
Eric T. Wagenius N u g e n s  R a n c h  

M a ts u  R e c o v e r y
Y

Email address:

'Paula Handricks Nugens Ranch Y
Email address:

David Bartholmew WASI Y
Email address:/

Michael Handricks
.

A lc o h o l

T r e a tm e n t
Y



Email address:

W illiam  Wallace self Y
Email address:

J^tfsan McKittrick Y
Email address:

Jfttf6ert Henrickson Y
Email address:

Jkfnald Fiscus Y
Email address:/

'"Scott Wells Y
Email address:

_ ̂ CarmonFrisby self 9•
Email address:

' / Carol Kane

1/

A K  A s s o c t Y  

P r in c ip a lsPf I ( JEmail address:



S I T E : K E T C H I K A N  L I O SU B JE C T OF M E E T IN G :S B 2 8 9 B u d g e t

COMMITTEE: ( S ) F I N
UPDATE # ;

D ATE: 0 4 . 1 8 . 0 2

P L E A S E  S I G N  I N
DO YOU WANT

P R I N T  YOUR NAME ADDRESS (M A ILIN G  d Z IP )  REPRESENTIN G  TO T E S T IF Y ?
Y  o r  N

/Rebecca Kleinschmidt Self Y
Email address:

Kevin Murphy GCHS Y
Email address:

y

Ed Zastrow Y
Email address:

Kasay Kelley Y
Email address:

Valeree Rice Y
Email address:

yPat Chapman KGH Tobacco Cessation Y
Email address:

Email address:



S IT E : N O M E  L I O SUBJECT OF M EETING :
S e n a t e  B i l l  2 8 9  -  S t a t e  O p e r a t i n g

COMMITTEE: S e n a t e  F i n a n c e B u d g e t

D ATE: T h u r s d a y , A p r i l  1 8 th UPDATE # : 1

P L E A S E  S I G N  I N
PLE A SE  P R IN T :

N A M E
D O  Y O U  W A N T

A D D R E S S  ( M A I L I N G  &  Z I P ) R E P R E S E N T I N G T O  T E S T I F Y ?



s it e  : K o tz e b u e  L I O

COMMITTEE: S F I N  

DATE:

.^■c-oy <•;;>

P L E A S E  S I G N  I N
PLEA SE P R IN T :

N A M E A D D R E S S  ( M A I L I N G  &  Z I P ) R E P R E S E N T I N G
D O  Y O U  W A N T  
T O  T E S T I F Y ?

/£ue White Maniilaq
Assoc.

Y-SB289
V



. S I T E :  N O M E  L I O SU B JE C T OF MEETING:
S e n a t e  B i l l  2 8 9  -  S t a t e  O p e r a t i n g

COMMITTEE: S e n a t e  F i n a n c e B u d g e t

DATE: T h u r s d a y , A  j r i l  1 8 th UPDATE # :  2

P L E A S E  S I G N  I N
^  i L A > >

P LE A SE  P R IN T :
D O  Y O U  W A N T

N A M E A D D R E S S  ( M A I L I N G  &  Z I P ) R E P R E S E N T I N G T O  T E S T I F Y ?  
Y  o r  N

7
Inez Webb UAF Yes

Email address:
t
Diane Schaeffer Yes

Email address:

/Ch. rles Pullock UAF Yes

Email address:
f
Trevor Colby NSHC Yes

Email address:
7
Rosemary Degman NSHC Yes

Email address:

Email address:

1/



s i t e : O f f  n e t s SUBJECT OF MEETING:

- B u d g e t  B i l l s
COMMITTEE: S e n a t e  F i n a n c e

D ATE: 0 4 / 1 8 / 0 2
u p d a t e  # ; 2 nd l i s t  u p d a t e d

P R I N T  YOUR NAME

DO YOU WANT 

ADDRESS (M A ILIN G  & Z IP ) REPRESENTING TO T E S T IF Y ?

^ il l ia m  Soloman Kaltag Y
/Elizabeth Woods Manley Hot Springs Y
"Frank KeltV Unalaska Y
Sam Li^htwood Glennallen Y
£heryle Charlie Minto (calling back) Y
A1 Unok Kotlik Y•kk-k-kkk-k-kk
Travis Pati Aniak Y
Cheryl Ogren McGrath Y

/Lawrence Brendeman Tanana Chiefs Y
/Crystal Wilson Tok Y

V



s i t e : O f f  n e t s SU B JE C T  OF M EETING:

. - B u d g e t  B i l l s
COMMITTEE: S e n a t e  F i n a n c e

UPDATE
DATE: 0 4 / 1 8 / 0 2

P R I N T  YOUR NAME

DO YOU WANT 

ADDRESS (M A ILIN G  & Z IP ) REPRESEN TIN G TO T E S T IF Y ?  
Y  o r  N

Darlene Andrew Emonak Y
_&luery4e Charlie ~ — Ivlcnto Y
/Jerry Carroll and 3 
others

Ft Yukon VTS Y

'tiary Crandall Lower Yukon Schools Y
<^ridy J t a m f  j ) Nulato Y
'Paula Harris McGrath Y
k ,k  k k k  k

Jerri Nagaruk Flint Y
Darvo West Tanana Chiefs Conference Y

<limmy Hurley Ekwok Y
Roger Jenkins Nikolai Y



s i t e : O f f n e t s SU B JE C T OF MEETING:

- B u d g e t  B i l l s
COMMITTEE: S e n a t e  F i n a n c e

DATE: 0 4 / 1 8 / 0 2 u p d a t e  # : 3 r d  l i s t  u p d a t e d

X s :

P R I N T  YOUR NAME

DO YOU WANT 

ADDRESS (M A ILIN G  & Z IP ) REPRESENTING TO T E S T IF Y ?  
Y  o r  N

- A h e e -M e n d o J

t/L \ynn Culbertson Mento -h T
„ *** Glenn Marude 
i ^ a tty  Brown

Northway
Haines

CKri5t/loe. ^ ) o ! o P r - \ s



S I T E : F A I R B A N K S  T : IO

COMMITTEE: SFIN

DATE: 4 / 1 8 / 2 0 0 2

SU B JE C T OF M E E TIN G : 

B u d g e t  H e a r i n g s  

UPDATE # 1

P L E AS E  S I G N  I N

P R I N T  YOUR NAME

DO YOU WANT 

ADDRESS (M AILIN G  5 Z IP ) REPRESENTING TO T E S T IF Y ?  
Y  o r  N

Art Buswell Y

Royce Chapman FNSB School Board Y

James Parrish Y

Mike Donaldson Y

Richard Wright Y

Carter Crawford Y

"Richard Harnos Y



L

L

L

j v 

'—

r j
-James Dart Y

'Jeri Lanier Y

'fravid Leone Y

<Iudy Boelts Y

Sam uel Faris Y

Eve Lambert FNSBSD Y

Riki Sipe H&S Commission Y

Denise Daniello Y

Ruthamae Karr INHC Y

^Krystal Huwe Y
. __ ___

Irina Kocsis Hospice Tanana 
Valley

Y



' " ..... ....'  Sharon Bullock FCMIIC Y

/'Cynthia Henry Y

/
y 6on Thibedeau Hospice Y

L^teve Sweet Local 71 Y

Diann Darnall----- Y

- Annette Frieburger Y

Margaret Wilson Y

‘-Ann Hopper FNA Y

Elaine Landon TCC Y
/
Carla Goldizen PTA Y



7 -  /vnJL-^ M<->

V

\y

V

\y

I

u

V

V  

v/

f V  '

Taber Rehbaum Arctic Alliance Y

Brenda Holden HESS Comm. Y

/Richard Keck North Star Youth 
Court

Y

/

Cheryl Keepers Y

7

Nick Stayrook School District Y

/

/Linda Robertson FNSBSD Y

J)on Triplehorn Y

/
/Vanessa Spencer Y

/Marta Mueller Y

Julia Peters Y

Ot^a-KozmrrkotT^ Y





lo_______________  b  s

1 y  "  '

vfulie Shefchik Y

1 Ben M.Angel Y

( Doug Isaacson Y

Jfj.B . fe llin g Y

"I Derek Miller Y

 ̂Joe Hardenbrook Y

^Oscar Jones Y

j£rin McGrath Y

L-̂ Jim Lynch Y



S I T E : F A I R B A N K S  L I O

C O M M IT TE E : S F IN

DATE: 4 / 1 8 / 2 0 0 2  _ _

P L E AS E  S I G N  I N

/  *

P R I N T  YOUR NAME

DO YOU WANT 

ADDRESS (M AILIN G  & Z IP ) REPRESENTING TO T E S T IF Y ?  
Y  o r  N

. /fam m y Ganguli Y

\,Martin P. Branville Y
/

V/Irene Peyton Y

V/Lisa Villano Y

vTodd Larkin Y



s i t e : F a i r b a n k s

COMMITTEE S F IN
DATE: 4 / 1 8 / 0 2

SUBJECT OF MEETING:  
S B  2 8 9

U p d a t e >
tP L E A S E  S I G N  I N M m m  jU

V gks ■ ■  s tx iu s tfr /s  J

CO YOU WANT



H B  4 0 3 - A P P R O P : O P E R A T I N G  B U D G E T / L O A N S / F U N D S  

H B  4 0 4 - A P P R O P : M E N T A L  H E A L T H  B U D G E T  

S E N A T E  F I N A N C E  C O M M I T T E E

S I G N - I N

y ^ ^A M E :--------------- — iR d ^ p h .----------------------- --------------  Subject/Bill No: -----------------

Co./Dept./Title: M a m   ----------- Phone:

Address:. & 3 / Q  & lc4-c i' <?y~ f i USyj J t  7-ip: T 9  m ___________

Do you wish to testify? /  Yes  No i^_Respond To Questions

/

V n a £:   Subject/Bill No:

Co./Depl./Title:---------------  — ---------------------------------------- Phone: —  K L l } . i-

„cg- , A V _ Z i o _________________Address:__i£_________ j ^ w ------------------------ Zip;

Do you wish to testify? X^Yes _   No Respond To Questions

< I m E: ____________ Subject/Bi,, No:

Co./Dcpl./Titlc:---- ^ 3  7 7 ------------------------------------------- ph0„e: —

Aflflrpgg*________________________ /fry c _______________  7ip- _______

Do you wish to testily? w  Ye s  No  Respond To Questions

14 IA . \NAME: 1 ^ ----- H  »----------------------------Subject/Bill No: ---------------------

Co./Dept./Title: ^ .QA-Si------------------------------------------- Phone: — ^  /

Address:. R g ) ____________ Z ip :_ _ 5 2 2S ^2 1__________

Do you wish lo testify? s \ cs~ No  Respond To Questions
SFC -1- 4/18/02



Co./DeptVTitle: P u lg lfc H    Phone:

Mdrcss: yJ  ■ '« •« ** . zip:____ ________

Do you wish to testify?  Yes  No  Respond To Questions

Subject/Bill No:

Co./Depl./Tille: — V  n  e

3 3 - S - t )  A / r / S A - L /  ______________ 7 ip . f  7  ? o  / _________f
Do you wish to testify? l -Â s  No  Respond To Questions

V t<AME :------------------------------------------------ h ( j ------------------- Subject/Bill No: ------ 4 0 A .

Co./Dep,./Title: < ^ 4 1  S f t  W / „ .

Address- ^ ^ 0  ___________________  Zip:__QH$_0_{_________

Do you wish to testify? Yes  No  Respond To Questions

\ / ^ A M E : — C ^ P -l-^ P £ lj< 0 d->^~ r-y i>F -------------------  Subject/Bill No:

Co./Dept./Title: A c * ***.< -** u v A . Ai.:?'5ar-,A:r? ° ^ -----  Phone:— ^ -----

Address:------------------------------------------------------------------------- Zip:---------------

Do you wish to testify? v  Yes  No  Respond To Questions

NAME: - f e M r p  A d & \ -------------------------------------- Subject/Bill No: ----------

Co./Dept./Title:-------Fn1 ( (■------------------------------------------------ Phone: — ~ & 79-_

Address- /  ■■)-/ S o  ■ r 1/ / )  b / L  i k '  - ff- 3 / 3 -___________  7.ip: ‘r/ <f ^ C )l

Do you wish to testify? / Y es  No  Respond To Questions

SFC -2- 4/18/02



s j L --------------------------- Subject/Bil! No:

Co./Dept./Title: C * f l A ( a s --------- Phone;-------------

Address: ^  \? o V  'Z (  * 1  ^  l & A ( / A l  Z ip : £ j £ H

Do you wish to testify? / \ Y es  No  Respond To Questions

G: W t W X Q -NAME: > U . ^ \ ---------------------------  Subject/Bill No:

Co./Depl./Title:-----( A / l  --------------------------------------------- Phone:

A i'ltlrn s f  f K f l  O f  ? ip - I

Do you wish to testify? ^2.Yes  No  Respond To Questions

Y \C  M o frs  Sov^l Subject/Bill No:

Co./Dept./Title: - - U f a     Phone:---------

Address- p o p  iV o r l l l v O o c r : /  ^ 7 ______________________ Z ip - /

Do you \yi«ff to testify? X y “  -   No  Respond To Questions

AME : v i. 11 .i .u v A— — J.-------------------------- Subject/Bill No: -------------

_____________ Phone: ( 3 C M 5 QCo./Dept

Address

Do you wish to testify? a  Yes  No  Respond To Questions

Co./Dcpt./Tillc: - L U 2 b ---------------------------------------------------- Phone: C ^g .TS £> . 1

A,l,l,e«-^ ) t f > q ( ' j T N) r > \ ^ r i <::Y  j l  F l X jU n g f lU  7i|V M r ig Q  (

Do you wish to testify? OC. Yes  No  Respond To Questions

SEC -3- 4/18/02



d b ___________  —  Subject/Bill N B i t

Co./Dept

Address

./Title: - T k a H W *  A A x x —  Phone

ress: q ) i f  l O T ^ 2 ) d l k ' Z ip - ° f [  SD  %
Do you wish to testify? 74 Yes  No * Respond To Questions

E: \(J X M 4 /)------------------------------------------ Subject/Bill NoS"

Co./Dept./Title: y j    Phone:

Address: j f f l y f * 0 ? 4 T  7.iP. q k

Do you wish to testify? )C Yes  No _Z^Respond To Questions

| O I Al«. ̂

4 L O

NAM^ / l V ^ ^ I ^  ------------------------------------ Subject/Bill No:

\ ^o/Dept./Title: - A W s K f v  H ^ 4 t \ £ o q.wA Phone: —  I  ~ ^

Address: Y . "V-tU, Zip:_____ ^ __  L3E_____

Do you wish to testify? _J/Yes  No v ^ Respond To Questions

K ((m E: — \ - ^ v   Subject/Bill No

^Co./Dept./T itle : 'Z 'X  ^  Akflhone:

Address:__________________________ — -------------------------  Zip:-----* & / 1-------------------------

Do you wish to testify? Yes  No t ^ Respond To Questions

/py r  S u b je c ,/ B i l l N o , ^ / - . 4 ^

IU -  -I  Phone: \ ' j

Address: Y ^ \ CJJAi. ( Sj ~~ l /  / /? ' \Y jS /i______ Zip: '1 ° / & --------------

Do you wish to testify? / / res  No /  ̂ Respond To Questions

SFC -4- 4/18/02



„._3: / / 6 7 ]d l I ' -------------------------------- Subject/Bill No: ̂

./Dept./Title: T t J I Cr A __________________________ Phone: "I»~1 6 ?  £ . 3  2 -Q t

Address:. _ a  tf.w _______________________ ____________ zip: 9  7 ) r  £__________

Do you wish to testify? ^  Yes  No  Respond To Questions

JAME 

Co

Xy^AME:
y - o ^ -W V  M - e l l  O K  )  1 r  I *
^=2----------------------------------------------------------------  Subject/Bill No: — X . [■? 0 0 f .r

Co./Dept./Title: O ttf"--------------------------------------------- Phone: _ f - 'Y ^

Address- fM *  S ^ r . ’o a ^ _________  Z ip :-5 !9_>5 ifi______________

Do you wish to testify?  Yes  N o  Respond To Questions

AME: T V -  S ^ C  C V iT t p » \ -------------------------------  Subject/Bill No: ° t .-S cLoo\

< D  ’ ?Co./Dept./Title: — \ .± ivr>.t-up c.\ ------------------------------------------ Phone:-----£ >-3-- 3& ------------

Address:- M ^,AU e -j f^ s i S p rJ ^ y S ______________ Zip:__S JL y .S .L ____________

Do you wish to testify? '—-Yes  No  Respond To Questions

^f<AME: & M .-------------------------------------------------- Subject/Bill No: h lh ^ L lk ^ l̂

C o./D ept./T it le :-S t iA ^ k l l t   Phone: J3 0 2 _£ 7 2  ~ 3 .Z o J L —

Address: J ^ l %  [lo4 £ a n r\*m _____________________ zip :3 2  75 &_________________
Do you wish to testify? i- Yes  No  Respond To Questions

/  J > O T
\J < A M E : ----------------------------------------------Subject/Bill No:

Co./Dept./Title: —  —  H 4  —   Phone:? 0 ^ ^  ̂  ̂  j  L l ̂  ?

Address- £ 0 .  jpO/Y. 1 0 3  ^p<N /Vtizip- < ^ 7 5 0 ? ____________
T

Do you wish to testify? X/ Ye s  No  Respond To Questions

SFC -5- 4/18/02



C a n  V (\ r ~ f ~1—1________K. V..V..1__I____U m e

Co./Dept./Title:1̂ 1- V ̂ -------------------------------------------  Phone:-3-LLzUI

Address:. ̂ . 6 . B o /  ̂  H ^ f '  Y p fir iC js  zip: ̂  7 5 &

Do you wish to testify? /  Yes  No  Respond To Questions

Subject/Bill No: f JCJ^C O (

Phone: M Z = £ Z i = m l

No  Respond To Questions

32l

Co./Dept./Title: 

Address:_____

V s ?"a ll-m

Do you wish to testify? Yes V 'No

. 7 x 7 ^ | q i / L

Co./Dept./Title:---- O .

Address: J 2-̂ —

Do you wLnto testify? _Yes \S  No

■ / ^ Y - ■ ̂ j l [ \  £  ] /

Address:

Do you wish to testify?

AME: ;  /  /  6 - / u

Subject/Bill No:

. M k  2i £ E 2 £ C /

Phone:

Zip : _ 2 £ ^ 2 i

.Respond To Questions

Subject/Bill No:

Phonef e -

Zip: ______________

Co./Dept./Title:. ^  ^  1 1----------------

.Respond To Questions

---------------  Subject/Bill No: C A<

 „ . , > C 2 2 W ( l

_Yes  No  Respond To Questions

fcv v .
Subject/Bill No:

Co./Dept./Title ; $ L A Ic* s L*~ê  I Ci ~~c   Phone: ■■ ■ OX^U lL

Address:_xZ_C 3 . f- 2 - 0  S D & - T ____  Z.p:_!jL 2

Do you wish to testify? _ ^ Y e s  No «■— Respond To Questions

SEC -6- 4/1 S/02



j e  - d l j ' k j n S - Q z lNAME:----- M > 1 C- j j 1) -----------------------  Subjecl/Bill No: ---------------

Co./Dept./Title:___ S A ty  A .e tfL .---------------------- -------------  Phone:

Address:. i UCVS /rr\ y  f i y  i ~yTl/ll'ifttM   Zip:  4 9 % / ) }

Do you wish to testify? j ^ Y  es 1 /N o  _   Respond To Questions

Vm Jm I02^---------------------  Subject/Bill No:

*~j C-O-cC^s. 2 ____________________  Phone: ^Co./Dept./Title:

Address:_____

Do you wish to testify? V* Yes  No  Respond To Questions

L U l l

NAiCffi: ihlIr iY   X }& k t2 : —  Subjccl/Bill No: ----

Co./Dept./Title: — ------------------------------------------------ Phone: %l 't) /•

A d d r e s s ------------------------------------------- Zip:— ---------

Do you wish to testify? Yes  No Z__Respond To Questions

NAME:------------------------------------------------------------------------- Subject/Bill No: ------

Co./Dept./Title:---------------------------------------------------------------  Phone:--------------------

Address:____________________________________________ Zip:-----------------

Do you wish to testify?  .Yes  No  Respond To Questions

NAME:-------------------------------------------------------------------------Subject/Bill No:

Co./Dept./Title:---------------------------------------------------------------  Phone:------------

Address:____________________________________________  Zip:______________

Do you wish to testify?  .Yes  No  Respond To Questions

SFC -7- 4/1 S/02



NAME: ,/̂ 2 j ' W rT  . C ^ - ^ T ^ - ^ ' ^ nbject/Bi 11 No:

/Co./Dept./Title:__U m> - ^  AW^V-q-i ~ i~At>=-a- p|10nc: .‘> ^ 7  M

-o z r - ^ L c
Address:.

Do you wish to testify? _No  Respond To Questions

NAME:------------------------------------------------------------------------- Subject/Bill No:

Co./Dept./Title:---------------------------------------------------------------  Phone:------------

Address:-------------------------------------------------------------------------  Zip:----------------

Do you wish to testify?  Yes  No  Respond To Questions

NAME:-------------------------------------------------------------------------  Subject/Bill No: ------

Co./Dept./Title:---------------------------------------------------------------  Phone:-------------------

Address:-------------------------------------------------------------------------  Zip:-----------------------

Do you wish lo testify?  Yes  No  Respond To Questions

NAME:------------------------------------------------------------------------- Subject/Bill No: --------

Co./Dept./Title:---------------------------------------------------------------  Phone:-------------------

Address:-------------------------------------------------------------------------  Zip:-----------------------

Do you wish to testify?  Yes  No  Respond To Questions

NAME:------------------------------------------------------------------------- Subject/Bill No: --------

Co./Dept./Title:---------------------------------------------------------------  Phone:-------------------

Address:____________________________________________  Zip:-----------------------

Do you wish lo testify?  Yes  No  Respond To Questions

SFC -8- 4/18/02



Co./Dept./Title:---------------------------------------------------------------  Phone:------------

Address:____________________________________________  Zip:_________

N A M E :---------------------------------------------------------------------------- Subject/Bill No:

Do you wish to testify?  Yes  No  Respond To Questions

])<AME: — V I  —j ---------------------- Subject/Bill No: --------------

Co./Dept./Title:----- ^  I ) i t f l C 7# I _____  phone;__ _% .4  % $

Address:_______________ ____________________________  7.ip- ? I

Do you wish to testify? ^ f r es  No  Respond To Questions

NAME:------------------------------------------------------------------------- Subject/Bill No: -------

Co./Dept./Title:--------------------------------------------------------------- Phone:--------------------

Address:____________________________________________  Zip:______________

Do you wish lo testify?  Yes  No  Respond To Questions

NAME:------------------------------------------------------------------------- Subject/Bill No: -----

Co./Dept./Title:--------------------------------------------------------------- Phone:---------------------

Address:____________________________________________  Zip:______________

Do you wish to testify?  .Yes  No  Respond To Questions

NAME:------------------------------------------------------------------------- Subject/Bill No: -------

Co./Dept./Title:---------------------------------------------------------------  Phone:-------------------

Address:____________________________________________  Zip:______________

Do you wish to testify?  .Yes  No  Respond To Questions

SFC-01 -9- 4/10/01
SB XX



s i t e : A N C H O R A G E  L I O

COMMITTEE: SF IN

DATE: 4 - 1 9 - 0 2

SUBJECT OF MEETING:

UPDATE # ;  1

DO YOU WANT

P R I N T  YOUR NAME ADDRESS (M AILIN G  & Z I P )  REPRESENTING  TO T E S T IF Y ?
Y  o r  N

L a r r y  C o h n
AK Judicial Council Y - S B  2 8 9

Email address:

M a r l a  G r e e n s t e i n
AK Comm On Judicial 
Conduct

A n s  ?s

Email address: S B  2 8 9

Email address:

Email address:

Email address:

Email address:

Email address:



S I T E : ANCHORAGE L IO SU B JE C T  OF M E ETIN G :
S B  2 8 9 - B u d g e t

COMMITTEE: (S )  F I N

D ATE: A p r i l  1 7 ,  2 0 0 2 UPDATE # :

P R I N T  YOUR NAME ADDRESS (M A ILIN G  £ Z I P J REPRESENTING

DO YOU WANT 

TO T E S T IF Y ?  
Y  o r  N

Jan MacClarence AMHB & AWAIC Y
Email address:

i^eter Macksey Community Schools Y
Email address:

dPeteTMacksey Community Schools Y
Email address:

Joan Fisher ANHC Y
Email address:

Rich Sewell UAA Alumni Assoc. Y
Email address:

Cherie Northon UAA-Geomatis Y
Email address:
/
Sister Moreen McPortland CSS &SFH Y
Email address:



_ W  ^y Tim Hunterberger UAA Y
Email address:

Kathy Harrison ILP/PIC Y
Email address:

1/ Merrilee Harrell UAA Y
Email address:

v/ lEva Stanley
Email address:

Catholic Social Services Y

W George Smith Catholic Social Services Y
Email address:

l /
Joelle Hall Y
Email address:

u E a r n h a r t Y
Email address:



Y  o r  N

'Sara Jackson Catholic Social Sere. St 
Francis House Y

Email address:

John Riles Anchorage Neighborhood 
Health Center Y

Email address:

Philip Kaufman
Email address:

DFYS Y

"Robin Kornfield Alaska Public 
Broadcasting Y

Email address:

“RiclrSewell ' UAA Alumni Assoc. Y
Email address:

"Mark Wolbers UAA Y
Email address:
/
Leigh Carrigan BLP/PIC Y
Email address:

Y  o r  N



f  3 4-
^Tjuke Sullivan AK Cancer Y
Email address:

^Brittney H uff AK Cancer Y
Email address:

^Christine Sturgis Children Y
Email address:

“7 ""
IVfyra Casey Children of AK Y
Email address:

Travis Erickson Children Y
Email address:

^Marilyn Borell College Students Y
Email address:

Patrick  Luby AARP Y
Email address:



£ 1 5
"Erica Josely self Y
Email address:

\

( / T)on Valeske
n  ~

AK Nwfoacco Control 
A lli^rice \ Y

Email address: o t' v
- " \ / f

'  \

Ul^teveBye y ^ ^ s k : 0 CITC Y
Email address:

5  1
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SHORT TITLE: APPROP: OPERATING 
BUDGET/LOANS/FUNDS

BILL VERSION: CSHB 403(FIN) AM(BRFSUP MAJ 
FLD)(EFD FI T )
SPONSOR(S): FINANCE
CURRENT STATUS: (S) FIN STATUS DATE: 03/20/02

TITLE: "An Act making appropriations lor the operating and loan program expenses of state government, for certain programs, 
and lo capitalize funds."
I F u l l  T e x t  . .  _ .  . . .  , A m e n d m e n t s1 No Fiscal Notes Available 1

C o m m i t t e e  A c t i o n  w i t h  B i l l  H i s t o r y

Jrn-Dale Jrn-Pagc Action
02/11/02 2206 (H) READ THE FIRST TIME - REFERRALS
02/11/02 2206 (H) FIN
03/1 S/02 2376 (H) FIN RPT CS(FIN) SDP 2DNP 1AM
03/1 S/02 2376 (H) DP: BUNDE, WHITAKER, HARRIS. LANCASTER,
03/1 S/02 2376 (H) HUDSON. FOSTER, MULDER. WILLIAMS;
03/18/02 2376 (I-l) DNP: CROFT, MOSES; AM: DAVIES
03/18/02 23S3 (II) RULES TO CALENDAR 3/1 S/02
03/18/02 2383 (H) READ THE SECOND TIME
03/18/02 23S4 (II) FIN CS ADOPTED UNAN CONSENT
03/18/02 2384 (H) AM NO 1 ADOPTED Y34 N3 E2 A1
03/18/02 2383 (H) AM NO 2 FAILED Y15 N22 E2 AI
03/18/02 2387 (H) AL 'ANCEu TO THIRD READING UNAN CONSENT
03/18/02 2387 (H) READ THE THIRD TIME CSHB 403(FIN) AM
03/18/02 2387 (II) PASSED Y26 Nil E2 A1
03/18/02 2387 (H) CBRF SECTION(S) FLD Y26 Nl 1 E2 A1
03/18/02 2388 (M) EFFECTIVE DATE(S) FAILED Y26 Nl 1 E2 A1
03/18/02 2594 (H) TRANSMITTED TO (S)
03/18/02 2594 (H) VERSION: CSHB 403(FIN) AM(BRF SUP MAJ F
03/20/02 (S) READ THE FIRST TIME - REFERRALS
03/20/02 (S) FIN
03/20/02 (S) REFERRED TO FINANCE
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