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Office of the Minister
Box 2703, Whitehorse, Yukon Y1A2C6

February 14, 2002

Senator Randy Phillips,
State Capitol, Room 103 
Juneau, Ak.
99801-1182
USA

Dear Senator Phillips,

R e: S h a k w a k  P r o je c t

Your support for the Shakwak Project over the years has been veiy helpful 
in securing the funding necessary to advance the reconstruction work.

The reconstruction o f the highway to a bituminous surface standard is finally 
approaching completion. We anticipate that all but 18 miles along Kluane 
Lake will be completed with the current TEA-21 appropriation. We are 
hopeful that Congress will approve funding to complete this section and to 
replace four major bridges on the route in the successor legislation to TEA- 
2 1 , which is due in October 2003. The cost o f the remaining roadwork and 
the bridge replacement is estimated at $45 million.

During the deliberations prior to TEA-21 the Alaska State Legislature 
passed Resolution SJR 12am in support o f completing the project. A  similar 
resolution would be o f great assistance at this time to demonstrate to 
congressional decision-makers that Alaska continues to support the project. 
As your help was instrumental in obtaining passage o f Resolution SJR 
1 2 am, anything that you could do to facilitate a similar resolution during the 
current legislative session would be very much appreciated. I have asked my 
staff to update the factual information in the 1997 resolution which I hope 
will be o f  assistance to you.

C E N T E N N I A L
G O L D  R U S H
K L O N D I K E
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Completion o f the Shakwak Project has many benefits to Alaska both in 
commerce and tourism and I hope that it will be possible for the State 
Legislature to demonstrate its continued support.

Once again thank you very much for anything that you can do to assist.

Sincerely

Scott Kent
Minister o f Infrastructure
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STATE OF ALASKA 
TH E  L EG IS LA TU R E

1 9 9 7

S o u rce
STR 12 am

Legislative 
R eso lv e  No.

8

Relating to reconstruction and paving of the Alaska Highway.

BE IT  RESOLVED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

WHEREAS the United States and Canada entered into an agreement to reconstruct and 

pave the Alaska Highway from the Alaska-Canada border to Haines Junction, Yukon Territory, 

Canada, and the Haines Cutoff Highway from Haines Junction, Yukon Territory, Canada, to the 

.Alaska-Canada border near Haines, Alaska, known as the Shakwak project, as authorized in the 

Fedcral-Aid Highway Act of 1973; and

W H ER EA S the Congress authorized $59,000,000 in 1973 for the project and has 

appropriated $47,000,000 to the Federal Highway Administration for actual construction by 

Canada; and

WHEREAS the Congress further authorized 520,000,000 a year for fiscal years 1993 - 

1996 under the Intermodal Surface Transportation Efficiency Act of 1991, which has been fully 

appropriated; and

WHEREAS, in the last 16 years, the state has provided $37,000,000 of state federal-aid 

highway apportionments to assist in meeting the obligations of the agreement; and

WHEREAS the estimated amount necessary to complete the entire project was in the 

order of $260,000,000 in United States dollars;
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BE IT' RESOLVED that the Alaska State Legislature respectfully requests the United 

States government and the Canadian government to honor their agreement and provide the 

additional funds necessary through direct federal appropriations, independent of the federal funds 

apportioned to Alaska by the Federal Highway Administration, to complete the remaining 

portions of the Shakwak project; and be it

FU RTHER RESOLVED that the United States Congress is respectfully requested to 

immediately appropriate an additional $94,000,000 to allow work on additional project segments 

to proceed to a bituminous surface treatment standard.

COPIES of this resolution shall be sent to the Right Honourable Jean Chretien, Prime 

Minister of Canada; the Honourable Diane Marleau, Minister of Public Works and Government 

Services, Canada; the Honourable Audrey McLaughlin, Member of Parliament, House of 

Commons, Canada; the Honourable Piers McDonald, Government Leader, Yukon Territory, 

Canada; the Honourable Robert Bruce, Speaker, Legislative Assembly, Yukon Territory, Canada; 

the Honourable Dave Keenan, Minister of Community and Transportation Services, Yukon 

Territory, Canada; the Honorable Bill Clinton, President of the United States; die Honorable A1 

Gore, Jr., Vice-President of the United States and President of the U.S' Senate; the Honorable 

Newt Gingrich, Speaker of the U.S. House of Representatives; tire Honorable Rodney E. Slater, 

Secretary-designee of the U.S. Department of Transportation; and to the Honorable Ted Stevens 

and the Honorable Frank Murkowski,1 U.S. Senators, and the Honorable Don Young, U.S. 

Representative, members of the Alaska delegation in Congress.
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A LA S K A  S TA T E  L E G IS L A T U R E  
SENATOR RANDY PHILLIPS

Senate District L

Session (Jan-May)
State Capitol, Rm 103 
Juneau, AK 99801 
(907) 465-4949 
(907) 465-4979 Fax 
Toll Free Anchorage Area 
800-478-4950

Interim
P.O. Box 142 
Eagle River, AK 99577 
(907) 694-4949 
(907) 694-4948 Fax

M E M O R A N D U M
TO: Representative V ick Kohring, Cha ir 

House Committee on Transportation

Cc: Senator John Cowdery
Senate Committee on Transportation

FROM: Senator Randy Phillips

SUBJECT: S JR  41 Reconstruction and paving of the A laska Highway 

DATE: 4/18/02

I respectfully request a hearing in the House Transportation Committee as soon 
as possible for S JR  41 -  relating to the reconstruction and paving of the A laska  
Highway.

Thank you for your consideration of my request.



Senator 
John  C owdery

District I 
Anchorage

Com m ittees 
Chair: Transportation 
Chair: W orld Trade

Stale Capitol, Suite 101 
luneau, Alaska 99801-1182

I n t e r im :
716 W. 4lh Avenue 

A nchorage, Alaska 99501

Toll Free: 088-269-3079
Fax: 907-269-2069

Tel: 907-465-3879

During Session:

State & Federal Relations 
Rules
Legislative Council 
Judiciary

S e n a te Tel: 907r269-0222 
Fax: 907-269-0223

SJR 41 -  Reconstruction and paving of the Alaska Highway 

Sponsor Statement

SJR 41, “Relating to reconstruction and paving of the Alaska Highway” respectfully 
request that the United States and Canadian governments provide $45 million to 
reconstruct the remaining 18 miles of the Alaska Highway under the Shakwak Project.

The Shakwak Project is a result of an agreement between the United States and Canadian 
governments to reconstruct and pave the Alaska Highway from the Alaska-Canada 
border to the Alaska-Canada border near Haines.

The requested $45 million would also provide funding for the replacement of four 
bridges in order to meet serviceability requirements.


