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SPONSOR STATEMENT 
Senate Substitute fo r Sponsor Substitute for Senate B ill 226 (FIN)am

“An Act relating to design o f highway projects; and providing for an effective date.”

Senate Bill 226 extends the required design life for federally funded major new roads in 
A nchorage and Fairbanks from 20 years to 25 years. Highway maintenance and repair 
projects are exempted.

Current federal law requires a design life of at least 20 years for major projects and 50 
years for bridges.

The Federal Highway Administration has indicated in writing that nothing in this 
legislation would jeopardize federal funding. D O T does not oppose this legislation.

Because of delays in right-of-way acquisition and construction problems, many projects 
are not com pleted on time and do not get a 20-year design life. Hopefully, by extending 
to 25 years the required design life on projects over $10 million, they will achieve at least 
a 20-year life.
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S p o n s o r  S t a t e m e n t
Senate S u b s titu te  fo r  S p onso r S u b s titu te  fo r  Senate B ill 226 (F in)am

“ An Act relating to design of highway projects; and providing for an effective 
date“

Com m ittee  Substitu te  fo r  S p o n s o r Substitu te fo r  S e n a te  Bill 2 2 6  (F in ) a d d s  a  sec tion  to 
A S 1 9 .1 0 .1 6 0  that sp ec ifie s  that de s ign s fo r  new  ro ad s  an d  m a jo r u p g rad e s  sh ou ld  be 
b a sed  on  an tic ipated  tra ffic  le v e ls  at va ry ing du ra tion s b a sed  on e s tim a ted  p ro jec t c o s ts .

•  P ro je c ts  that cost under $ 5 ,0 0 0 ,0 0 0  w ou ld  be d e s ig n ed  fo r  tra ffic 
le v e ls  a t le a s t 10 y e a rs  a fte r com p le tion .

•  P ro je c ts  that cost $ 5 ,0 0 0 ,0 0 0  to $ 1 0 ,0 0 0 ,0 0 0  w ou ld  b e  d e s ig n ed  fo r 
tra ffic le v e ls  at le a s t 2 0  y e a rs  a fte r com p le tion .

•  P ro je c ts  that cost o v e r $ 1 0 ,0 0 0 ,0 0 0  w ou ld  b e  d e s ig n ed  fo r  tra ffic 
le v e ls  a t le a s t 2 5  y e a rs  a fte r com p le tion .

Th is requ irem en t ap p lie s  on ly  to fed e ra lly  re cog n ized  m etropo litan  p lann ing  a re a s . 
H ighway m a in ten an ce  p ro jec ts  a re  exem p ted . Th is bill a ffe c ts  on ly  p ro je c ts  in 
A n cho rag e  an d  p o ss ib ly  Fa irbanks .

C u rren tly , the D O T /P F  regu la tion s s ta te  that ro ad  p ro je c ts  sh ou ld  be d e s ig n ed  fo r 2 0  
y e a rs  o f u se . C u rren t in terp retation o f the 2 0 -y e a r  p e riod  is that the p e riod  beg ins when 
the p ro je c t ’s  E nv ironm en ta l Im pact S ta tem en t p ro c e s s  is c om p le ted . T i e  a v e ra g e  tim e 
fo r a  p ro jec t to  be re ad y  fo r  the pub lic ’s  u se  from  that poin t is u su a lly  ab ou t 8 -11 y e a rs  
(5 -6  y e a rs  m oving up the priority list and  then 3 -5  y e a rs  fo r  d es ign  and  construc tion ).
That le a v e s  v e ry  few  y e a rs  o f u se  within the 2 0 -y e a r  tim e p e riod . T h e  bill m od ifie s the 
p lann ing ho rizon  and  design  criteria s o  that the es tim a ted  tra ffic leve l criteria u sed  a re  
b a sed  on  a sta rting  point o f a fte r the construc tion  is com p le te .

P ro je c t c o s ts  can  b e  u sed  a s  an ind icator o f e x te n s iv e n e ss  o f the p ro je c t w ork . F ac to rs  
determ in ing th e  co s t o f p ro je c ts  inc lude the design , m a te ria ls  u sed , an d  construc tion  
execu tion . L ow er c o s t p ro je c ts  can be expec ted  to p rov id e  fo r  sh o rte r u se fu l lives than 
h igher co s t p ro je c ts  and  can  be expec ted  to be d on e  m o re  frequen tly .

F ed e ra l reg u la tio n s  requ ire  that fed e ra lly  funded  m a jo r u p g rad e s  and  new  ro ad s  be 
d e s igned  fo r  a t le a s t 2 0  y e a rs  o f u se  while b ridges m ust la s t at le a s t 5 0  y e a rs .
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F i n a n c e  S e c t i o n a l  A n a l y s i s  

Senate S u b s titu te  fo r  S p onso r S u b s titu te  fo r  Senate B ill 226 (F in)am

Sec. 1 Adds a new section to AS 19.10.160 that specifies that designs for 
new roads and major upgrades should be based on anticipated 
traffic levels at varying durations based on estimated project costs.

• Projects that cost under $5,000,000 would be designed for 
traffic levels at least 10 years after completion.

• Projects that cost $5,000,000 to $10,000,000 would be 
designed for traffic levels at least 20 years after completion.

•  Projects that cost over $10,000,000 would be designed for 
traffic levels at least 25 years after completion.

This requirement applies to federally recognized metropolitan 
planning areas only. Highway maintenance projects are exempted.

Rationale: Project costs can be used as an indicator of extensiveness of the
project work. Factors determining the cost of projects include the 
design, materials used, and construction execution. Lower cost 
projects can be expected to provide for shorter useful lives than 
higher cost projects.

Sec.2 Adds an effective date of January 1,2003.
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STATE OF ALASKA
2002 LEGISLATIVE SESSION

R e v i s :on  D a te /T im e  (N o le  if co rrec tion ) :_________________
T itle  A n  A ct requ iring  ce rta in  h ig h w ay

Fiscal Note Number: 1
Bill Version:
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CSSSSB226(FIN )

S p o n s o r
R e q u e s t e r

p ro tects to b e  d e s ig n e d  an d  c o n s t r u c t e d .. .

D ep t . A f fe c te d :__________________ D O T & PF
' b r u  _______________________________________
C o m p o n e n t _______________________________________

D on le y
S e n a t e  R u le s

E x p e n d i t u r e s / R e v e n u e s
N o te : A m ou n ts  d o  not in c lu d e  in flation  u n le s s  o th e rw is e  no ted  b e low .

C om p on en t N o . 

(Thousands of Dollars)

O P E R A T IN G  E X P E N D IT U R E S F Y  2 0 0 3 F Y  2004 F Y  2 0 0 5 F Y  2006 F Y  2007 F Y  2008
P e r s o n a l S e r v ic e s
T  ra ve l
C on tra c tu a l
S u p p lie s
E q u ip m en t
L an d  &  S tru c tu re s
G ran ts  & C la im s
M is c e l la n e o u s

T O T A L  O P E R A T IN G 0 .0 0 .0 0 .0 0 .0 0 .0 0 .0

C A P IT A L  E X P E N D IT U R E S 0 .0 0 .0 0 .0 0 .0 0 .0 0 .0

C H A N G E  IN  R E V E N U E S  ( ) |  |  I

FU N D  S O U R C E (T h o u sa n d s  o f  D o lla rs)
10 0 2  F e d e r a l  R e c e ip t s
10 0 3  G F  M atch
10 0 4  G F
10 0 5  G F /P ro g ram  R e c e ip t s
10 3 7  G F /M en ta l H ea lth
O th er (Specify T vp e -D o  not abbreviate)

T O T A L 0 .0 0 .0 0 .0 0 .0 0 .0 0 .0

E s t im a t e  o f  a n y  c u r r e n t  y e a r  (F Y 2 0 0 2 )  c o s t : 0 .0
C h o c k  t h i s  b o x  (X) if  fu n d in g  fo r  t h is  b ill i s  in c lu d e d  in  th e  G o v e r n o r 's  F Y  2 0 0 3  b u d g e t  p r o p o s a l : I

P O S IT IO N S
Fu ll-t im e
P a rt-t im e
T em po ra ry

A N A L Y S I S :  (Attach a  separate p ag e  if n ecessa ry )

P r e p a r e d  b y : 
D iv is ion

A p p ro v e d  b y : 
A g e n c y

D en n is  R . P o s h a r d , A s s is t a n t  to C o m m is s io n e r  
C o m m is s io n e r 's  O ffic e ___________________________________________

Jo s e p h  L . " ’e rk in s , C o m m is s io n e r ________________________

P h o n e  465 -3904
D a te /T im e  4 / 17 /0 2  2 : 1 8  PM
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