


SPONSOR STATEM ENT

Senate Bill 123 requires the Alaska Railroad Corporation to obtain legislative approval for 
their Program of Projects, a list o f federally funded projects required by the Federal Transit 
Administration and the Federal Highway Administration. The committee substitute for SB 123 
represents a collaborative effort with the A RRC which will require approval for m ajor 
construction projects which would impact our communities, while excluding regular 
maintenance projects, m inor construction and realignment projects, and projects outside of 
communities that are entirely on federal land.

SB 123 will require the ARRC board o f directors to present their Program o f Projects to the 
legislature on the first day o f each regular session. The Program of Projects will be referred to 
the House and Senate Finance com mittees for review. The legislature may disapprove by law 
the expenditure o f federal funds for the construction of a project during the first 60 days of 
session. Failure o f the legislature to disapprove by law is approval for the expenditure of the 
funds. This process is sim ilar to that utilized by the Local Boundary Comm ission.

The bill was introduced in response to the Alaska Railroad Corporation’s multim illion dollar 
rail station project at the Ted Stevens International Airport. The ARRC received direct federal 
appropriations for the project. There was no input or coordination with the Alaska State 
Legislature prior for this project. M ore importantly, there was no public review process in 
Alaska at any level before it was begun.

The rail station project will impact a large num ber o f Anchorage residents. M any W est 
Anchorage residents are opposed to the depot because the ARRC will need to realign and 
elevate the railroad tracks near their neighborhoods. They may be greatly impacted by the 
increase o f train traffic and noise. There are also serious concerns about the feasibility and 
economic practicality o f the project.

In response to the concerns with the Anchorage rail station project, requiring the A RRC to 
obtain legislative approval for future projects will better ensure that those Alaskan residents 
affected will be informed and have the opportunity for a review process in a timely manner.
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#  #
Fairbanks Industrial 

Development Corporation

April 12, 2001

Representative Jeanette James 
Alaska State Legislature 
State Capitol (M S 3100)
Juneau, Alaska 99801-1182

Dear Representative James:

Recently, the Board o f  D irectors o f  Fairbanks Industrial Development Corporation voted to 
make the extension o f  the Alaska Railroad to the Canadian border one o f  our long-term  goals. 
We feel this project is essential to the future o f  economic grow th in Alaska.

Wc strongly support the legislation you have initiated regarding the railroad. W hen you return to 
Fairbanks and your schedule allows, we would certainly appreciate an opportunity to  meet with 
you and discuss how  FIDC can assist your efforts.

I f  our organization can be o f  any assistance to you in this m atter please feel free to contact me at 
452-2185.

Sincerely,

Executive Director

515 Seventh Avenue, Suite 320, Fairbanks, Alaska 99701 (907) 452-2185 Fax: (907) 451-9534
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SPONSOR STA TEM EN T

Senate Bill 123 requires the Alaska Railroad Corporation to obtain legislative approval for 
their Program o f Projects, a list of federally funded projects required by the Federal Transit 
Administration and the Federal Highway Administration. The committee substitute for SB 123 
represents a collaborative effort with the ARRC which will require approval for major 
construction projects which would im pact our communities, while excluding regular 
maintenance projects, m inor construction and realignment projects, and projects outside of 
com m unities that are entirely on federal land.

SB 123 will require the ARRC board o f directors to present their Program of Projects to the 
legislature on the first day o f each regular session. The Program of Projects will be referred to 
the House and Senate Finance com mittees for review. The legislature m ay disapprove by iaw 
the expenditure o f federal funds for the construction o f a project during the first 60 days o f 
session. Failure o f the legislature to disapprove by law is approval for the expenditure o f the 
funds. This process is sim ilar to that utilized by the Local Boundary Commission.

The bill was introduced in response to the Alaska Railroad Corporation’s multim illion dollar 
rail station project at the Ted Stevens International Airport. The ARRC received direct federal 
appropriations for the project. There was no input or coordination with the Alaska State 
Legislature prior for this project. M ore importantly, there was no public review process in 
Alaska at any level before it was begun.

The rail station project will impact a large number o f Anchorage residents. M any W est 
Anchorage residents are opposed to the depot because the ARRC will need to realign and 
elevate the railroad tracks near their neighborhoods. They may be greatly impacted by the 
increase o f train traffic and noise. There are also sefious concerns about the feasibility and 
econom ic practicality of the project.

In response to the concerns with the Anchorage rail station project, requiring the A RRC to 
obtain legislative approval for future projects will better ensure that those Alaskan residents 
affected will be informed and have the opportunity for a review process in a timely manner.
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REPRESENTATIVE
JEANNETTE JAMES

PO Box 56622 
North Pole, Alaska 99705

(907) 456-i546 
FAX (907) 408-4271

Juneau, Alaska 
99801-1162 

(907) 465-3743 
FAX (907) 465-2381

While in Juneau
State Capitol

House of Representatives
House District 34

Sponsor Statement, HB 241
4/17/01

If all government-funded employment in Alaska disappeared one day, only a few 
thousand private sector fam ily-wage jobs would remain. It can be argued Alaska does 
not have an e conom y.... Rather Alaska has a series of boom and bust cycles tied to 
the price of, and demand for, natural resources.

Alaska's economic future will be built on improved infrastructure. Connecting Alaska to 
the rest of North America by rail will benefit the mining, agriculture, tourism, military, 
manufacturing, and oil and gas sectors of the economy, while reducing the cost of 
bringing goods to the state as well as exporting our products.

The purpose o f HB 241 is to begin the process of completing the last transcontinental 
railroad. W ithout appropriating funds, HB 241 authorizes the A laska Railroad to 
delineate a transportation and utility corridor from existing tracks at Eielson AFB to the 
Canadian Border. A fter a survey and full delineation is achieved, state land would be 
transferred fee simple title.

This bill also authorizes and encourages the Alaska Railroad Corp. to obtain ownership 
or a right o f way through any other lands, whether federal or private.

HB 241 mandates a 500-foot w ide transportation and utility corridor that could allow for 
pipelines for gas or water as well as electric transmission lines and fiber optic cable. HB 
241 allows the Alaska Railroad to use funds it can obtain, such as from federal 
appropriations or by sale of bonds, to survey and obtain a right o f way to the Canadian 
border.

A separate section o f this bill authorizes the Alaska Railroad to investigate extending to 
W hitehorse, Yukon.


