


R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  C a r l  E .  M o s e s

Juneau, A laska 99801-1182 
Phone: (907)465-4451

IN T E R IM
P.O. Box 730 

U nalaska, A laska 99685 
P h o n e :(9 0 7 )5 8 1 -2 2 7 5  

Fax: (907) 581-4949

Slate C apitol Building

Fax: (907) 465-3445
800-898-4451

SESSION

M e m b e r 
H ouse F in an ce  C o m m ittee

MEMORANDUM

DATE: April 22, 2002

TO: Rp. Vic Kohring, Chairman 
House Transportation Committee

FROM: Rp. Carl E. Moses V
House District 40

SUB3: CS for House Bill 523

Please find the attached work draft of a committee substitute for House Bill 523. This is 
necessary to correct a technicality as to the correct name of the state airport located within 
the City of Unalaska. Should you decide to put out a committee substitute, please consider 
this proposed change. If you need any additional information, please contact Susan Wells at 
465-4451.
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SPONSOR STATEMENT 
CS HB 523 -  Madsen Airport in Unalaska

This bill will rename the state airpoi, in the City of Unalaska in honor of Charles 
Thomas Madsen, Sr., who was tragically killed in Juneau on April 10th, 2002, in a 
plane accident. The Unalaska City Council and surrounding communities fully 
support this bill to honor a pilot that had given so much to the people of the 
Aleutian chain.

Thomas Madsen was a bush aviator for nearly twenty years through out the 
Aleutians and is well known for willingly jeopardizing his own life in order to save 
the lives of others. He was instrumental in many medical emergencies and 
search and rescues. He knowingly flew in extremely hazardous weather in order 
to transport persons with medical crises. If he had not acted selflessly, lives 
most certainly would have been lost. In one particular incident, he flew in 100 
miles per hour winds with heavy snow and sleet in order to save the life of a 
toddler who had ingested a fatal amount of iron pills.

Thomas Madsen epitomizes the term “bush pilot” in selflessly putting others’ 
needs above his own to meet the needs of humanity. The residents of the 
Aleutian chain will fondly remember him, both as the owner of Aleutian Air, and 
for his heroic acts. In so commemorating him with the renaming of the City of 
Unalaska airport, his memory will live on for generations to come.
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CS FOR HOUSE BILL NO. 523( )

IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA 

TWENTY-SECOND LEGISLATURE - SECOND SESSION

BY

O ffered:
Referred:

S p o n so rs): H O U SE C O M M U N ITY  AND R EG IO N A L A FFA IR S C O M M IT T E E

A BILL 

FOR AN ACT ENTITLED 

"An Act naming the state airport at the City of Unalaska the Charles Thomas Madsen, 

Sr., Airport."

BE IT ENACTFD BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

* Section 1. AS 35.40 is amended by adding a new section to read:
Sec. 35.40.150. Charles Thomas Madsen, Sr., Airport. The state airport at 

the City of Unalaska is named the Charles Thomas Madsen, Sr., Airport.

L
-1 - C S IIB  523( )

N ew  T e x t  U n d e r l i n e d  [D E L E T E D  T E X T  B R A C K E T E D ]
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MEMORANDUM

DATE: April 19, 2002

TO: Rp, Vic Kohring, Chairman
House Transportation Committee

FROM: Rp. Carl E. Moses
House District 40

SUB3: Request for a Committee Hearing - HB 523

I would like to respectfully request a hearing to schedule HB 523, a bill to rename the
state airport at Dutch Harbor, Alaska to the Charles Thomas Madsen, Sr. Airport in his
memory. Tom Madsen was a pilot in the Aleutians for nearly 20 years, often risking his own 
life to save the lives of others. He lost his life in a tragic plane accident in Juneau, Alaska last 
week.

This bill has the support of both the mayor and community of Unalaska. I have attached 
support material for your consideration, and remain available to provide any additional 
assistance. If there is need for further assistance, please contact Susan Wells in my office at 
4451. Thank you for your attention to this timely matter.
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P.O. BOX 610 
UNALASKA, ALASKA 99685-0610 
(907) 581-1251 FAX (907) 581-1417

C I T Y  O F  U N A L A S K A

UNALASKA, ALASKA

A p ri l  1 5 ,  2 0 0 2

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  C a r l  M o s e s  

S t a t e  C a p i t o l ,  R o o m  5 0 0  

J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a  9 9 8 0 1

R E : R e n a m i n g  U n a l a s k a / D u t c h  H a r b o r  A i r p o r t

D e a r  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  M o s e s ,

T h i s  l e t t e r  is  in  s u p p o r t  o f  r e n a m i n g  t h e  U n a l a s k a / D u t c h  H a r b o r  A i r p o r t  

t o  h o n o r  T o m  M a d s e n .

T o m  M a d s e n  f l e w  in  t h e  A l e u t i a n s  f o r  n e a r l y  2 0  y e a r s .  T h r o u g h o u t  

t h e  y e a r s ,  T o m  p r o v i d e d  n e e d e d  a i r  s e r v i c e s  t o  U n a l a s k a  a n d  m a n y  o t h e r  

A l e u t i a n  c o m m u n i t i e s .  H e  h a s  b e e n  in v o lv e d  in  m a n y  m e d i c a l  e m e r g e n c i e s  

a n d  s e a r c h  & r e s c u e s ,  o f t e n  r i s k in g  h i s  o w n  l ife  f o r  o t h e r s  b y  f ly in g  in  s e v e r e  
w e a t h e r  c o n d i t i o n s  a n d  d a r k n e s s  f o r  p e o p l e  in  n e e d .  T o m  M a d s e n 's  s k i l l s  a s  

a  p i lo t  a n d  h i s  w i l l i n g n e s s  t o  b e  i n v o lv e d  h a v e  r e s u l t e d  in  m a n y  l iv e s  b e i n g  

s a v e d .

T o m  M a d s e n  is  a  p i l o t  o f  t h e  h i g h e s t  s t a n d a r d s  w h o  d o e s  t h e  t e r m  

" b u s h  p i l o t "  p r o u d ,  T h e  C i ty  a n d  c o m m u n i t y  o f  U n a l a s k a  s u p p o r t s  r e n a m i n g  

o u r  a i r p o r t  t o  h o n o r  t h i s  m a n  w h o  h a s  t o u c h e d  s o  m a n y  l iv e s  in  t h e  

A l e u t i a n s .

P a m  F i tc h  
M a y o r
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C IT Y  O F  U N A L A S K A  
U N A L A S K A , A L A S K A

R E S O L U T IO N  N O . 2 0 0 2 - 2 4

A  R E S O L U T IO N  O F  T H E  U N A L A S K A  C IT Y  C O U N C IL  S U P P O R T I N G  H B  5 2 3  

W H IC H  R E N A M E S  T H E  U N A L A S K A /D U T C H  H A R B O R  A IR P O R T  T O  H O N O R  

C H A R L E S  T H O M A S  (T O M ) M A D S E N  S R .

W H E R E A S ,  C h a r l e s  T h o m a s  (T o m )  M a d s e n  S r . ,  o w n e r  o f  A l e u t i a n  A ir , f l e w  
in  t h e  A l e u t i a n s  f o r  n e a r ly  t w e n t y  y e a r s ,  p r o v id in g  n e e d e d  a i r  s e r v i c e  f o r  

U n a l a s k a ,  a n d  m a n y  o t h e r  A le u t i a n  c o m m u n i t i e s ;  a n d

W H E R E A S ,  T o m  M a d s e n  h a s  b e e n  in v o lv e d  in  m a n y  m e d i c a l  e m e r g e n c i e s  

a n d  s e a r c h  & r e s c u e s ,  o f t e n  r i s k in g  h is  o w n  l i f e  f o r  o t h e r s  b y  f ly in g  in  s e v e r e  

w e a t h e r  c o n d i t i o n s  a n d  d a r k n e s s  f o r  p e o p l e  in  n e e d ;  a n d

W H E R E A S ,  T o m  M a d s e n 's  s k i l l s  a s  a  p i lo t  a n d  h i s  w i l l i n g n e s s  t o  b e  in v o lv e d  

h a s  r e s u l t e d  in  m a n y  l iv e s  b e in g  s a v e d ;  a n d

W H E R E A S ,  T o m  M a d s e n ,  a  p i lo t  o f  t h e  h i g h e s t  s t a n d a r d s ,  m a d e  " b u s h  p i lo t "  

a  t i t l e  t o  b e  p r o u d  o f ;  a n d

W H E R E A S ,  o n  A p r i l  1 0 ,  2 0 0 2 ,  T o m  M a d s e n  d i e d  t r a g i c a l l y  in  a  p l a n e  

a c c i d e n t  in  J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a ;  a n d

W H E R E A S , t h e  C i ty  a n d  c o m m u n i t y  o f  U n a l a s k a  w i s h  t o  h o n o r  a  p e r s o n  w h o  

h a s  t o u c h e d  s o  m a n y  l iv e s  in  t h e  A l e u t i a n s .

N O W  T H E R E F O R E  B E IT R E S O L V E D  t h a t  t h e  U n a l a s k a  C i ty  C o u n c i l  s u p p o r t s  

H B  5 2 3 ,  w h i c h  r e n a m e s  t h e  U n a l a s k a / D u t c h  H a r b o r  A i r p o r t  t o  C h a r l e s  

T h o m a s  M a d s e n  S r .  A i r p o r t .

P A S S E D  A N D  A D O P T E D  BY  A D U L Y  C O N S T I T U T E D  Q U O R U M  O F  T H E  

U N A L A S K A  C IT Y  C O U N C IL  T H IS  D A Y  O F ___________________, 2 0 0 2 .

M A Y O R

A T T E S T :

@ 0 0 2

CITY CLERK
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P R O C L A M A T IO N

A P R O C L A M A T IO N  O F  T H E  C IT Y  O F  U N A L A SK A  
H O N O R IN G  T O M  A N D  S T E P H A N IE  M A D S E N .

W H E R E A S , T o m  a n d  S t e p h a n i e  M a d s e n  h a v e  b e e n  r e s i d e n t s  o f  U n a l a s k a  
s i n c e  1 9 8 0 ;  a n d

W H E R E A S , S t e p h a n i e  M a d s e n  h a s  b e e n  in v o l v e d  in  v o l u n t e e r  s e r v i c e  in  o u r  
c o m m u n i t y  f o r  m a n y  y e a r s ,  a n d  h a s  p l a y e d  a n  i m p o r t a n t  p a r t  in  t h e  g r o w t h  
o f  t h e  C i ty  o f  U n a l a s k a ;  a n d

W H E R E A S , S t e p h a n i e  M a d s e n  s e r v e d  n i n e  y e a r s  o n  t h e  U n a l a s k a  C i ty  
C o u n c i l ,  a n d  w a s  a l w a y s  p r e p a r e d  a n d  k n o w l e d g e a b l e  a b o u t  e v e r y  i s s u e ;  
a n d

W H E R E A S , S t e p h a n i e  M a d s e n  h a s  a l w a y s  b e e n  a  s t r o n g  a d v o c a t e  f o r  Q u a l i t y  
o f  L ife  d e v e l o p m e n t  in  U n a l a s k a ,  a n d

W H E R E A S , S t e p h a n i e  M a d s e n  a l s o  s e r v e d  m a n y  y e a r s  o n  t h e  I l i u l i u k  F a m i l y  
a n d  H e a l t h  S e r v i c e  B o a r d ,  a n d  w a s  v e r y  i n v o l v e d  w i t h  t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  
t h e  n e w  c l in i c  in  o u r  c o m m u n i t y ,  o n e  o f  t h e  f i r s t  Q u a l i t y  o f  L ife  p r o j e c t s  t o  
b e  b u i l t  in  o u r  c o m m u n i t y  a n d  w h i c h  r a i s e d  t h e  l e v e l  o f  h e a l t h  c a r e  in  o u r  
c o m m u n i t y ;  a n d

W H E R E A S , S t e p h a n i e  M a d s e n  h a s  b e e n  i n v o l v e d  in  m a n y  o t h e r  
o r g a n i z a t i o n s  in  o u r  c o m m u n i t y ,  s u c h  a s  t h e  C h a m b e r  o f  C o m m e r c e ,  
U n a l a s k a  C o n v e n t i o n  & V i s i t o r 's  B u r e a u ,  A l e u t i a n s  W e s t  C R S A , F i s h  &  G a m e  
A d v i s o r y  C o m m i t t e e ,  P T S A , a n d  s t a t e - w i d e  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  s u c h  a s  S o u t h w e s t  
A l a s k a  M u n ic ip a l  C o n f e r e n c e ,  a n d  N o r t h  P a c i f i c  F i s h e r y  M a n a g e m e n t  C o u n c i l  
A d v i s o r y  P a n e l ;  a n d

W H E R E A S , t h e  C i ty  a n d  c o m m u n i t y  o f  U n a l a s k a  h a s  b e n e f i t e d  f r o m  h e r  
i n v o l v e m e n t  in  t h e s e  o r g a n i z a t i o n s ,  a n d  h e r  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  a n d  k n o w l e d g e  
w i l l  b e  m i s s e d ;  a n d

W H E R E A S , T o m  M a d s e n ,  o w n e r  o f  A l e u t i a n  A ir ,  i s  a  p i l o t  o f  t h e  h i g h e s t  
s t a n d a r d s  w h o  d o e s  t h e  t e r m  " b u s h  p i l o t "  p r o u d ;  a n d

W H E R E A S , t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  y e a r s ,  T o m  M a d s e n  h a s  p r o v i d e d  n e e d e d  a i r  
s e r v i c e s  f o r  U n a l a s k a ,  a n d  m a n y  o t h e r  A l e u t i a n  c o m m u n i t i e s ,  a n d
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W H E R E A S T o m  M a d se n  h a s  b e e n  in v o lv e d  in  m a n y  m e d ic a l  e m e r g e n c ie s  
a n d  s e a r c h  & r e s c u e s ,  o f te n  r is k in g  h is  o w n  life  fo r  o th e r s  b y  f ly in g  in  
s e v e r e  w e a th e r  c o n d it io n s  a n d  d a r k n e s s  fo r  p e o p le  In  n e e d ;  a n d

W HEREAS, T o m 's  s k i l ls  a s  a p i lo t  a n d  h is  w il lin g n e s s  to  b e  in v o lv e d  h a s  
r e s u l te d  in  m a n y  l iv e s  b e in g  s a v e d ;  a n d

W HEREAS, T o m  M a d se n  a n d  A le u tia n  A ir  h a v e  p r o v id e d  m a n y  f l ig h ts  to  
a s s is t  th e  s e a fo o d  in d u s tr y  b y  m o v in g  n e e d e d  p a r ts  a n d  p e r s o n n e l  fo r  
v e s s e ls  a n d  p r o c e s s in g  o p e r a tio n s , th u s  s a v in g  th e  in d u s t r y  th o u i  
do lla rs; a n d

-W H EREAS, w ith  th is  p r o c la m a tio n , th e  C ity  o f  U n a la ska  w is h e s  to  c o n v e y  o u r  
a p p re c ia tio n  to  T o m  a n d  S te p h a n ie  M a d sen  fo r  th e ir  e ig h te e n  y e a r s  o f  
d e d ic a te d  s e r v ic e s  to  o u r  c o m m u n ity .

N O W  THEREFORE I ,  M AYOR FRANK KELTY, DO PRO CLAIM  t h a t  t h e  C ity  o f  
U nalaska  c o n v e y s  to  T o m  a n d  S te p h a n ie  M a d se n  o u r  b e s t  r e g a r d s  a n d  b e s t  
w is h e s  o n  th e ir  m o v e  t o  J u n e a u , A la sk a , a n d  w e  w is h  th e m  w e ll  in  a ll th e ir  
fu tu r e  e n d e a v o r s ;  a n d

BE I T  FURTHER PROCLAIM ED t h a t  th e  C ity  a n d  c o m m u n ity  o f  U n a la ska  w ill  
n e v e r  fo r g e t  T o m  a n d  S te p h a n ie  M a d sen  a n d  th a n k s  t h e m  fo r  th e i r  y e a r s  o f  
d e d ic a te d  s e r v ic e  a n d  c o m m itm e n t  to  o u r  c o m m u n ity .

DATED T H IS  2 2 nd D A Y  OF DECEMBER, 19 9 8 .

M AYOR FRANK K E LTY

ATTESTi

DEBRA MACK, C IT Y  CLERK
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By Sarah B urridge
Fcr The W urm an

Storms had raged all day on 
Dec. 6, <986. It was late at night 
and the wind had been howling for 
hours when aviator Toni Madsen 
received an urgent call at his Ifome. 
A friend told him  the clin ic  was 
searching for a rescue pilot. Andrea 
Wilt, just Id months old, had acci­
dentally ingested a lethal dose of 
iron pills.

Her mother. A nnabcllc W ilt, 
pregnant wilh her third child, had 
put the pills in her diaper bag. She 
had set the bag down to answer the 
phone when Andrea, a  toddler, went 
right for those pretty pills.

"We didn’t have safe ty  caps 
back then," Wilt remembers, "I just 
put the bag down for a moment, and 
Andrea stuffed them in her mouth 
right in front of me, 1 just dropped 
that phone."

She retrieved every pill she 
could from (he toddler’s mouth, but 
several were missing. At the clinic, 
the staff did cvcrydiing they could, 
but she had clearly  ingested a 
potentially fatal amount. Her only 
hope was an antidote 800 miles 
away in Anchorage.

,  Jim Bird o f the Iliuliuk Clinic 
desperately searched for a Way to 
get the child to  the life je t standing 
by in Cold Bay. Due to the severity 
o f the weather, the life je t couldn't 
land in Unalaska.

Bird sought other air carriers.

anyone who would fly her out. As 
pilot after pilot declined, his heart 
grew heavy, Unless the nntidotal 
treatment was administered within 
the next few hours, coma and per­
haps even death were all that lay 
ahead for Andrea.

T he w inds were pounding at 
nearly  100 m iles per hour, w ith 
heavy snow  and sleet. All Madsen, 
could do was glumly stare out the 
window after receiving the call.

"T here was no way," the sea­
soned p ilo t recalled..“l t  was too 
stormy, too dangerous to attempt,”
. Pacing the dark halls o f  his 
house, unable to sleep ,.M adsen 
pnused in'the.doorway of his son’s 
room. W atching Iris .own child 
sleeping peacefully, ire felt the all- 
consuming love of a parent for their 
child. He knew then he had no 
choice.

R eturning to  (he window to 
study the maelstrom swirling out­
side h is hom e, Madsen began to 
notice a  pattern to the squalls. There 
were definite and somewhat p re­
dictable pauses in its intensity.

Madsen called Jim Bird.

In to  the tem pest
In a letter written to The Dutch 

Harbor Fisherman years later. Bird 
recalled, "1 felt obligated to tell hint 
that 1 wouldn’t hold it against him If 
he refused. lean  still hear his voice 
even now  tolling me that the girl 
needs the help and that if  I want him 
to fly her that he will."

r
W o r k i n g  o u t  o f  D u t c h  i s  h a r d . . .  

h u t  w e  c a n  m a k e  i t  a  l i t t l e  e a s i e r :

Alan DeMarbarVT-e

Tom M a d so it, w h o  h a s  flow n In th e  A leu tian  I s la n d s  lo t n a ^ y  2 0 y e a r s f m o v e d  to  J u n e ^ ^  
h ts  fam ily th is  w e e k .

"Within 20 minutes," the letter 
continued, “I Was down on the air­
field trying to find the 'break in the 
weather’ that Tom said was there."

A cautious Madsen allowed only 
Bird and the sick girl to make the 
trip— he considered it too danger­
ous for her.paren ts to go. As 
Madsen took off, only the.liead- 
lighis o f Unajaska squad cars illu­
minated the original World War II 
gravel runw ay..

The flight, Madsen said, v o s

go. 1 mean, what kind o f a  pcran  
would 1 be if I wasn’t williag t s k  
my own life lo save another?! w 
could I live, knowing I could r—<e 
the difference betw een l i f e 'n d  
death, and not go?"

M aking th a t dlfleneace 
Charles Thom as Madsen, —w 

49, has regularly been f ly in S n  
some of (he most dangerous weari­
er in (he world since he came t r i e

Chriistmas turkeys to villages, 
Lying hom e bodies o f  Ala! 
ila tives fo r  burial, and for week: 
cn num erous search and rest 
missions.

9-

A life’s direction  
The idea of flight has consurr 

Madsen since childhood.
“ I w as m eant lo fly,” he sa 

‘T h at's  why 1 was put on earth.’ 
M adsen fondly rememb-
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plant to service all
Alaska fishing fleets. SEHFQQiHt IRC

thing in (lie air except ro ll over, 
Madsen wasn’t sure fie and his pas­
sengers would make it, ..

Finally pulling above the storm, 
he safely delivered little Andhea *0 
the life je t wailing nl llie all-weath­
er airport in Cold Bay.

In his letter, Bird credited 
Mndsen for saving 'n o t only 
Andrea's life, but his own as well. 
"I am still alive and able to ta lk  
about how Tom finally pulled (hat 
plane out o f  the storm using his 
skills and experience. Tom was the 
bfcsl I have ever flown with.’’

The memory o f that flight still 
gives M adsen —  an intense and 
focused pilot —  several moments 
o f pausO. S till, he maintains, “If 
there w as any way I believed-1 
could fly out safely, I would always

'As th’ ^o^vncr o f  A lculian Air 
. Lid, during most o f  that time, fie has 

become a local legend, olleri serv­
ing as a safety net and supply line 
for the region, flying in conditions 
when no one else would. .

He braved the elem ents when- 
Betty Arriaga recently suffered a 
heart attack, delivering her to a.life 
flight in Cold Bay. It had been 
storming for a day and a half.

Madsen- took Ben Phillips to 
Anchorage in tumultuous weather 
for on emergency appendectomy.

“ If Tom h ad n 't flown him out 
when he did," said Phillips’ mother, 
M ichaella, “my son would have 
died."

In a file at their home, Madsen 
und his wife Stephanie have letter 
after letter o f thanks from residents 

. in the roglon —• fo r flying in '.
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...year?, -old, ,(te 
porch o f  bis home in KodiaV w  
he heard the four reciprocal 
eng ines o f  a Lockh 
Constellation rum bling dow n 
nearby runway, Turning toward 
noise, the gleaming “Connie" c: 
into full view,

“rt was beautiful," said Mad: ^  
h is eyes dancing. “I rem em  <3 
thinking, 'How lucky could a ^  
body possibly be to be flying i o  
airplane?' I knew right then tli 
what I wanted to do."

A year later, h is father 
M adsen bought a  Piper Tri-PR 
on floats to transport clientel^ g ^ ,  
his guiding business. A H o w c ^ y  
lake over the co-pilot controls 
b rie f intervals, M adsen v 

. hooked. -n
As a c h ild ,. he jum ped J) 

rooftops with umbrellas lo aehh z  
the sensation o f flight. He mov p  
lawns, shoveled snow, any thin j 

..raise money for model airplane > 
or aviation books and magazine w 

At age 14, he obtained a stud ui 
. license and earned his pilot lice a  

two years later in. 1966. 
Septem ber o f that sam e y r 
M adsen's father died in th e sa  
plane in which he had soloed. 
Madsen had crashed after his pi;

See Madsen, Pa
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M adsen..*
F r o m  P a g e  2  ■
Joveloped engine tro u b le . af(er 
Jropping o ff a group o f bear 
lunters.

With (hat, Madsen's mother was 
ieiermincd to end iic r son's fly ing  . 
Jays, H e ‘was even more deter-.' 
ninctl Unit she wouldn’t. She finrtl- 
y tclcnted when it became apparent 
bat "unless 1 had my arms und legs 
:ut o ff and my eyes poked out, I 
■vas going to fly .”

Madsen earned his commercial 
h lo t license at 19. H ired by Harb.or 
M r on the day he passed the exam, 
Madsen would spend the next cou- 
)lc o f years Hying around Prince 
vVi’ liam Sound. He made $600 a 
uonth. "You couldn't keep a gnat 
dive on those wages," he laughed. 
3ut be gotto fly. • • ' '

Later, he was hired by Kodiak 
Airways in his early 20s, w ith  the 
xumise o f flying a DC-4. Madsen’s 
tew job  lasted until a management' 
>iloi assigned him to a 5 a,mi flight 
.buttling the pilot around. Madsen 
ibrtiptly replied tltnl he wouldn’ t be 
;etiing up that early to shuttle the 
(resident o f the United States. He 
vas fired nt the same instant he 
(uil.

Home in  (he Aleutians 
In 1980, Madsen was hired by 

Virpac to l ly  a Grumman Goose in 
Jnalaskit. Not happy working for 
omcone else, the independent 
/fudscti obtained the certification 
j start his own uit taxi service, by 
arly 1-983', Aleutian A ir  L td . was a '. 
J.Mity.'

Madsen started w ith  an eight-' , 
asschger, tan-and-brow n tw in - 
neirio BecelmrnFt P.. IKS. chris-

Akn DeMart)«iV?lie fisrpnrai

Tom  M a d se n  s e t s  d o w n  th e  "A feutiw i S p irit4' fo r  o n e  o f  i ts  final lan d in g s  in U n a la sk a .

blessing frotn Father GromolT.
“ On nty very next, fligh t out, 

could suddenly see a ll those 
things,'.' Madsen stated in awe. 
"Hundreds o f 'em."

Knowing your limits, flying safe.
Madsen feels privileged to have 

flown here. Unulaskn has afforded 
him that rare opportunity to pursue 
his Own goals and to be his own 
person. A very private mnn, he is 
uneasy in die public eye.,

But in the fam iliar atmosphere

any pilot flying in the Aleutians is 
, die weather —  the' elements,”  
Madsen said, " I f  you have to think 
twice about anything else. you. 
shouldn't be Ilyirig here."

Madsen’s w ife , Stephanie, 
learned (lie hard way to never ques­
tion her husband's judgment. 
Working" together in Cordova, the 
Madsens had a cliurtcr scheduled lo 
fly  ituu'.crs to their camp.! The 
weather became' marginal. iTom 
refused to fly , '- '* •

Stephanie Madsen, presSured by

be very unpleasant. Tom never A leutians, things have changed, 
wanis anyone to remember a flight The high school in Unalaska has
with him with anxiety or fear.”  

Having safely deposited their' 
unsettled clientele, (he plane bit a 
down draft on the return flight. 
Dramatically dropping altitude, 
everything that had been on the 
floor was suddenly on the ceiling. 
Stephanie Madsen’s stomach fo l­
lowed su iL llte  pilot remained calm. 
The passenger didn't. " I  ncvcrqueS- 
lioned his judgmenl 'a jja in /’ shft 
said! '-

-Her faith in that judgment is now
i U . i  mU*.

grow n to lh'e point where it no 
longer competes w ith sm aller 
schools in the chain, A fte r three 
years o f handling the mail contract 
(o N iko lsk i, Madsen let the con­
tract go. And be lias grown weary 
o f delays due to the infamous 
weather, o f  canceling flights and 
losing precious time in the uir.

When Sicphanie.Madsen was 
recently.offered the opportunity to 
pursue -her lobbying career in 
Juneau, they reviewed their



rtmoo-rne n i? on'(iif‘o|pn'iu''vymi a 
fivc-fool cargo door, his plnnc was 

J the only one in die region to pro­
vide large cargo service: His f i r s t . 
clients, related to the oil industry, 
had him (lying seismic instnimcnts,

, materials and propane to study sta­
tions throughout the Aleutians'.

In 1986, he rented a Goose and 
went into direct competition w ith ■ 
PenAir. It lasted  until that 
Deccmbdr, when a storm forecast 

" :to b]6'w to 50 mph delivered winds 
peaking at over 170 mph, Madsen 
said. Most o f  the tethers tying his 
piarie down snapped. The Goose 
was totaled. ' ■

Undeterred, the determined 
Madsen leased a nine-passe'nger 
Beechcraft Queen Air. The extra 
scut meant he could  handle the 
nSeds of the school district, fly ing1 
high school teams to competitions 

’ on neighboring islands! .
Madsen has al w ays‘gone out o f 

his wiiy to niccl the needs o f  resi­
dents in (he region. Out of respect 
for the beliefs of his Alaska Native ■ 
clientele, M adsen had his planes 
blessed in Russian Orthodox ccre- 
'monies. As the late Father Gromoff 
blessed, both pilot and plane, 
Mudscn felt his skin tingle.

"Fie asked the spirits to keep me 
safe. It was like be was really talk- 

. ingtothem ."
G rom off gave him  an icon lo 

watch over him, which still sits in 
its place o f  honor it» the cockpit. 

Though not a particularly rctl- 
" gious man, M adsen b d icv o s the 

blessing opened his eyes to  th? - 
secrels and mysteries, o f.- jh ?  
Aleutian islands.

"These islands are home to lit£; 
crally hundreds of ancient sites, vil­
lages, fish camps, burial locations," 
he said. "I could fly yoii right ov.er 
them and you would never see 
them." : "

Neither couldM adscn, until the

the radio controlled'm odel planes7 
he built himself, Madsen is clearly 
at home! v  , • .• ’

■ It is here that lie lias spent sever­
al years working on building a sin­
g le  engine, single passenger kit 
plane. The delicate wooden skele­
ton o f the wings sit in hard contrast 
to the concrete w.-jlls of,the hangar. 
H e has hand-sanded i(ie .wood o f 
the fuselage to the softness o f  skin,

His hapds are those o f  a man 
• well acquainted with such labor, (lie 
creases around his knuckies soaked 
in oil. Madsen Is unusual in that he 
does most of die mechanical work 
un his planes himself, his intimate 
knowledge of his aircraft enhanc­
ing the quiet confidence he has in 
his ability.'. ■ .

Now. pushing 26.00Q flight 
hours, M adsen 's safety rec o rd - 

< speaks for itself. In 35 years o f flyr 
ing, he has never scratched a plane, ■ 
never had an accident, never had a.- 
mishap. ** ‘

The fact that so m any o f  his. 
flight hou.rs have been in the 
A leutians, a region notorious for, 
qu ick  and d ram atic  weather 
changes, makes (hat record even 
more impressive.

"The single biggest challenge to

nis j ua gme ni . : : ‘
"He said. 'OK,,Stephanie, w e’ll 

go, ’ " slit? related, ”■ ’on the condition 
that you fly with us.'V?.'
; ; ‘Vylnds bulTetcd'tlie little plqne irj • 
alii difcaibhs, Rain poured in sheets; 
Visibility was low. . . . . .

'T o m  won’t evdr go if  he feels 
the chances o f  landing are leys than 
50 percent," she saich "He knew w e . 
would niakeit, but he.tuieiy it would;.

QUALITY * SERVICE
■ Maiuilacture-ot King, Tannar, 

Dunganass, Fish, Shrimp • 
and Snail Pote -  . . .  ' j

• Commercial Fishing Supplloa
* Rigatna •' tv Ice ant) Fact.lttlas

Gear & Supply
: .,1220 8 0 th  SW , 
E veretl.W A  98203  
(206) 742-6933 v. 

FAX (206) 742-7875

•Ihat-ii he w cre  to ever not. return 
from a flight, she would be at peace 
with il. '

t "l;knoW it would be the way he 
would have witnteiJ i t ,” she-said’.- 
"And I would know that whatever 
happened would have been beyond 
his control.” .

...,. ,A c h a p te r  closes •
Now, after- 18 y e a rs .in  the.

:-;LInainska to -support .w paf Tom 
;wanted to do. Now they decided to 

-support Stephanie’s desires.
" i f l h c  M adsens liavc one regret 

• about,I(?a^ing, ft is. the void they 
:;;will leave m the safety net for those 
. {eft behind. “J feel bad about that." 

sa id  S tephanie M adsen, “and 1 
w orry  about w hat will happen 

. when Tonvisn't there to fly some­
one out?' -

I-"-

With special thanks to the sponsors- cT th e  unforgettable 
reception; Alyeska Seafoods, . City of Unalaska, Iliuliuk 

Family &nd Health:Services, UniSea and Westward 
; : • Seafoods. • “

The Madsens may be leaving Unalaska but Unalaska will 
never leave our hearts. This, has been hom e f<?r 18 years 

' '::S'Vahd you have been our family! .

Work will bring us back on occasion and we will visit 
bu t here is how to get a. hold of us and we hope you do!

W e  w i l l  m i s s  a l l  o f  y o u  ... 
U n a l a s k a .  is t r u l y  U n f o r g e t t a b l e .

' f b m :  d t e p h a m e ,  4 1 a a n s  a r t b  M e U n b a

I ' m M A i m s . ; .

10652 Porter Lane •• •••. 213 5rd:Strcet, Suite 112
Juneau, Alaska 99801 v,: . : Jiinca.u^'Alaska 99801
(907) 789-4/191 - - : !;:<907.) 5,84-4.643 -v *
(907) 78.9-50,5 i IHaansiahdMelindajT- ' ' (907) 588-4618 (fax)

.tsm a d sc n ^ p p b .Q x .a la s 'k .v r’ c t  ..............  . ..a sp a @ a la sk a .n e t , . '  . • .
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Jeff Richardson

fcotch Harbor Fisherman

Tom Madsen, a bush aviator who 
^thieved legendary status during his two 
cfecades in the Aleutians, was killed last 
Wednesday in-a plane crash near Juneau 
jVitSrnational Airport

Madsen, 52, was the only person

death
■  Madsen obit Page 6

• • t * -  '* • '  • • •

aboard his tw in-engine Beech E-18S 
when it crashed 'about 600 feet from the 
runway after takeoff. Investigators are 
still trying to determine what caused the 
accident

News o f the crash rocked the

Aleutians, where Madsen had developed 
amputation as a peerless aviator. For 18 
years, he was the owner and chief pilot 
for Aleutian Air, a small Unalaska-based 
air taxi service.

‘H e  was just something,” said Augie 
Koch.uten, who made frequent flights 
with Madsen to  visit her relatives in 
False Pass. “I  used to look at his blue

eyes and the blue Sky, and think, ‘This 
man was meant to fly.’” . .

Madsen served villages throughout 
the Aleutians, Pribilofs and southwest* 
cm  Alaska, and became a vital trans­
portation link in the rcgioh almost imme­
diately after establishing his taxi service

See C rash , page 6 Tom M adsen
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The Dutch Harbor Fisherman Thursday, April 18,2002

V -  ' °'\y . ; * .r i !
• & %fim ■ ' -■ " ■ ■„ ? •■ ■ ■ i ' - - • j r  -

■: ' ; ‘ ; • 3 ■> , ••' j
V.- / '  •'.• •■- • ’-. : : .  - v - ; :  . ■ •\>;v ■-" '■" • A

AJtx DtMa ib»n/Dutch mrbof FIshefm»n
Tom M adsen, p ic tu red  in D utch H arbor in early 1999 in th e  cockp it o f  "The A leutian 
S p lrit"w as a  sa fe ty  n e t a n d  supp ly  line for th e  p eo p je  o f th e  A leutian Islands.

2rash...
o m  p a g e  1

in 1983. He was known as a generous, cnthu- 
<jvaistic aviator who handled virtually every task 
bo -‘flying in Christmas presents to remote vil­

lages, transporting high school sports teams to 
aw ay  games, and delivering parts to disabled 

F ishing boats.
A ll o f  the trips w ere m ade th rough  the

mously treacherous conditions o f  the 
A  leutians, and all of them were successful, 
.b uring his time in the Aleutians, Madsen not-- 
e d  that his planes never suffered a single 

scratch. -
“You could go on and on about the things 

hu?d do that nobody else could, just because. 
o p  the type of pilot he was and the airplanes he 
held." said former mayor Frank Kelty.

Most of all, Madsen was known as a lifeline 
/jetween Unalaska and the outside world. On 
Countless occasions, he made emergency 

f lig h ts  to Cold Bay for patients who needed to 
b&mcdcvaced to Anchorage.

"People are alive today because he flew into 
/larm’s way, and the alternative has always 
[/sen certain death,” said Jim Bird, a physician 
assistant at the Diuliuk Clinic who accompa- 
n (Jed Madsen on many lifeflights to Cold Bay.

One of his most legendary flights came in 
1985, when 14-month-old Andrea Wilt acci­

dentally swallowed a fatal dose o f iron pills. 
Unless she reached a hospital in Anchorage,

doctors said she would likely die.
With 100 mph gusts blowing outside, every 

other pilot in Unalaska said it was too danger­
ous to fly the toddler out. After surveying the 
weather, Madsen volunteered.

After a harrowing, stomach-churning flight 
through the storm, Madsen safely delivered

Wilt and Bird at the Cold Bay airport. Bird 
credits the flight with saving the girl’s life.

“We’rejust foreverindcbtcd," said Sinclair 
Wilt, Andrea’s father. “It was a pretty awful 
feeling to be there on a night and not be able to 
do anything, and he stepped out to help us.” 

Aleutian Air closed in 1999, when Madsen

and his family moved to Juneau. He moved 
when Ins wife, Stephanie Madscti, accepted a 
job as a fisheries lobbyist.

A memorial citation in honor o f Madsen is 
being co-sponsored by Rep. Carl Moses, D- 
Unalaska, and Rep. Bill Hudson, R-Juneau. It 
will be read on the House floor as a tribute to 
Madsen and his impact on Alaskans.

There is also an effort underway to name 
the Dutch Harbor Airport after Madsen. On 
Tuesday, the Unalaska City Council spoke 
favorably of the move, which would require 
an act o f the state Legislature.

C ouncilm an Gregg Hanson said that 
renaming the airport would be a fitting way 
to recognize a man w ho quietly added so 
much to Unalaska. "His impacts were huge 
on this community, but always in the back- • 
ground."

A memorial service for Madsen was held 
on Monday in Juneau, Remembrances may be 
made to either the Haans and Melinda Madsen 
Education Fund at Key Bank or Wells Fargo 
Bank, or to KAKM-Alaska Weather, in mem­
ory of Tom Madsen.

Madsen was preceded in death by Iris father, 
Alf Madsen, who was a legendary master guide 
on Kodiak Island. He is survived by  his wife, 
Stephanie; his mother, L. M axine Elliott of 
Medford, Ore.; brother, Brad Poland of 
Missouri; sister, Shari Howard and her hus­
band Bill o f  Fairbanks; sons Tom Jr. and 
Haans; and daughter Melinda. Madsen also has 
numerous extended family members in Kodiak 
and friends throughout Alaska.
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