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Thi3 legislation completes the consolidation of the truck, size, 
weight, safety and permitting regulatory programs that was 
started with Executive Order 98 effective at the beginning of 
Fiscal Year 98.

The authority to promulgate regulations for driver/vehicle 
safety requirements and hazardous materials transport 
currently resides in the Department of Public Safety. This 
legislation transfers that authority to the Department of 
Transportation and Public Facilities.
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T h is  le g is la tio n  c o m p le te s  t h e  c o n s o lid a tio n  o f  t h e  t r u c k  s iz e ,  w e ig h t ,  s a f e t y  a n d  p e r m i t t in g  

r e g u la to r y  p r o g ra m s  t h a t  w as s t a r t e d  w ith  E x e c u t iv e  O r d e r  9 8  e f f e c t i v e  a t  t h e  b eg in n in g  

o f  F isca l Y e a r  9 8 .  T h e  a u t h o r i t y  t o  p r o m u lg a te  r e g u la t io n s  f o r  d r iv e r /v e h ic l e  s a f e t y  

r e q u i r e m e n ts  a n d  h a z a r d o u s  m a te r ia l s  t r a n s p o r t  c u r r e n t ly  r e s id e s  in t h e  D e p a r tm e n t  o f  

P ub lic  S a f e t y .  T h is  le g is la tio n  t r a n s f e r s  t h a t  a u t h o r i t y  t o  t h e  D e p a r tm e n t  o f  

T r a n s p o r ta t io n  a n d  P ub lic  F a c i l i t ie s ,  T h e  fo llow ing  b u l le t s  d e s c r ib e  t h e  e f f e c t  o f  t h e  

le g is la t iv e  c h a n g e .

•  A la sk a  h a s  n o t r e c e iv e d  an y  f o r m a l  s a n c t io n s  f ro m  t h e  F e d e r a l  M o to r  C a r r i e r  

S a f e t y  A d m in is tra t io n ,  U S  D O T  on o u r  c u r r e n t ly  o u t d a t e d  r e g u la t io n s .  W e  h a v e  

r e g u la t io n s  p r e p a r e d  a n d  r e a d y  to  go th r o u g h  t h e  a d o p t io n  p r o c e s s  a s  so o n  a s  t h i s  

le g is la t iv e  c h a n g e  is e f f e c t i v e .

•  T h e  p ro p o s e d  le g is la tio n  will t r a n s f e r  t h e  a u t h o r i t y  to  a d o p t  r e g u la t io n s  r e l a t e d  to  

c o m m e rc ia l m o to r  v e h ic le  s a f e t y  f r o m  t h e  D e p a r tm e n t  o f  P ub lic  S a f e t y  t o  t h e  

D e p a r tm e n t  u f  T r a n s p o r ta t io n  a n d  P u b lic  F a c i l i t ie s .  T h e  t r a n s p o r t  o f  h a z a r d o u s  

m a te r ia l  is  n o t t h e  only  m a t t e r  a d d r e s s e d  in t h e  s t a t e ' s  c o m m e rc ia l m o to r  s a f e t y  

re g u la t io n s .  T h e  o t h e r  s u b j e c t s  a lso  in c lu d e  e q u ip m e n t s t a n d a r d s ,  w o rk in g  c o n d it io n s  

f o r  d r iv e r s ,  a n d  v e h ic le  in s p e c t io n  s t a n d a r d s .

•  T h is  le g is la tio n  c o n t in u e s  t h e  p r o c e s s  t h a t  b e g a n  w ith  E x e c u t iv e  O r d e r  9 8 .  T h a t  

e x e c u t iv e  o r d e r  t r a n s f e r r e d  t h e  a u t h o r i t y  t o  ru n  w eigh  s t a t i o n s  a n d  is s u e  o v e r  

w e ig h t a n d  o v e r  s iz e  v e h ic le  p e r m i t s  f ro m  t h e  D e p a r tm e n t  o f  C o m m e rc e  a n d  

E co n o m ic  D e v e lo p m e n t t o  D O T& PF. I t  a lso  t r a n s f e r r e d  t h e  a u t h o r i t y  t o  c o n d u c t  

c o m m e rc ia l m o to r  v e h ic le  s a f e t y  in s p e c t io n  p ro g ra m s  f ro m  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  P ub lic  

S a f e t y  t o  DOT& PF.

•  W ith  t h e  c h a n g e s  t h a t  w e r e  m a d e  u n d e r  E x e c u t iv e  O r d e r  9 8 ,  t h e  t r u c k in g  in d u s t r y  

h a s  h a d  o n e  s to p  s e rv ic e ,  i.e . v e h ic le s  a r e  w e ig h e d , o v e r  w e ig h t o r  o v e r  s i z e  p e r m i ts  

a r e  is s u e d .,  co m m e rc ia l m o to r  v e h ic le s  in s p e c te d .
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•  T h e  p ro p o s e d  le g is la tio n  will c o m p le te  t h e  t r a n s f e r  o f  t h e  r e g u la to r y  a u t h o r i t y  o v e r  

co m m erc ia l m o to r  v e h ic le s  t o  t h e  D O T& PF. I t  will b e  in t h e  b e s t  i n t e r e s t s  o f  t h e  

s t a t e  a n d  t h e  t ru c k in g  in d u s t r y  f o r  t h i s  t r a n s f e r  to  o c c u r  b e c a u s e  t h e  p e o p le  

r e s p o n s ib le  f o r  t h e  a d o p t io n  o f  t h e  c o m m e rc ia l m o to r  v e h ic le  s a f e t y  will a lso  b e  

e n fo rc in g  t h e  s t a n d a r d s .

•  F e d e ra l  law r e q u i r e s  t h a t  t h e  s t a t e  c o m m e rc ia l m o to r  v e h ic le  s a f e t y  in s p e c t io n s  b e  

no le s s  s t r i n g e n t  t h a n  f e d e r a l  law o r  r e g u la t io n s .  U n d e r  4 9  U SC  31141 s t a t e  

co m m erc ia l m o to r  v e h ic le  s a f e t y  r e g u la t io n s  a r e  p r e - e m p te d  i f  t h e  S e c r e t a r y  o f  

T ra n s p o r ta t io n  f in d s  t h a t  s t a t e  c o m m e rc ia l m o to r  v e h ic le  r e g u la t io n s  a r e  le s s  

s t r in g e n t  th a n  f e d e r a l  law o r  r e g u la t io n .  A lask a  h a s  a v o id e d  t h a t  r e s u l t  by  

in c o rp o ra t in g  by  r e f e r e n c e  t h e  f e d e r a l  c o m m e rc ia l m o to r  v e h ic le  s a f e t y  r e g u la t io n s  

w hich  p ro v id e  e q u ip m e n t s t a n d a r d s ,  w o rk in g  c o n d it io n s  f o r  d r iv e r s  a n d  v e h ic le  

in s p e c t io n  s t a n d a r d s .

•  A t t h e  p r e s e n t  t im e  A la s k a 's  c o m m e rc ia l m o to r  v e h ic le  s a f e t y  s t a n d a r d s  

in c o r p o r a te  b y  r e f e r e n c e  t h e  f e d e r a l  r e g u la t io n s  t h a t  e x i s t e d  in 1 9 9 5 . W h ile  t h e r e  

h a v e  n o t  b e e n  an y  n o t ic e s  o f  n o n -c o m p lia n c e  is s u e d  b y  t h e  F e d e r a l  M o to r  C a r r i e r  

S a f e t y  A d m in is tra t io n ,  o p e r a t o r s  in A la sk a  h a v e  n o t  r e c e iv e d  t h e  b e n e f i t  o f  an y  

a d v a n ta g e s  t h a t  n e w e r  r e g u la t io n s  m ay  p ro v id e ,

•  I n  o r d e r  f o r  A lask a  to  c o n t in u e  re c e iv in g  f e d e r a l  g r a n t  m oney , o u r  r e g u la t io n s  n e e d  

to  b e  c o m p a tib le  w ith  t h e  C o d e  o f  F e d e r a l  R e g u la tio n s

A v es  D. T h o m p so n , D i r e c to r

M e a s u r e m e n t  S t a n d a r d s  a n d

C o m m erc ia l V eh ic le  E n fo r c e m e n t

AK D e p t  o f  T r a n s p o r ta t io n  a n d  P u b lic  F a c i l i t i e s

9 0 7  3 4 5 - 7 7 5 0  P hone
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