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A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e

119 N. Cushman Suite 101 
Fairbanks, Alaska 99701 

(907)488-0857 
FAX (707) 488-4271

SENATORG e n e  T h e r r ia u lt
FAX  (907)465-3884

Juneau, Alaska 
99801-1182 

(907) 465-4797

While in Juneau

Stale Capitol

Senate
Senate District Q

S e n a te  B i l l  3 7 0 C o n s t i t u t io n a l  C o n v e n t io n

S P O N S O R  S T A T E M E N T :

U n d e r  a r t i c l e  X I I I ,  s e c t io n  3 , th e re  is  a  r e q u ir e m e n t  th a t  a t le a s t  o n c e  e a c h  d e c a d e  th e  

v o t e r s  b e  g iv e n  a n  o p p o r t u n it y  to  c a l l  a  c o n s t i t u t io n a l  c o n v e n t io n .  T h a t  c a l l  w i l l  a p p e a r  o n  

th e  N o v e m b e r  5 , 2 0 0 2  g e n e r a l e le c t io n  b a l lo t .  I f  a  m a jo r i t y  o f  th e  v o t e r s  c a s t  t h e ir  b a l lo t s  

in  f a v o r  o f  th e  c o n s t i t u t io n a l  c a l l ,  th e  s a m e  s e c t io n  o f  th e  c o n s t i t u t io n  d ir e c t s  th a t  d e le g a te s  

b e  s e le c t e d  a t  th e  n e x t  g e n e r a l e le c t io n .  It a ls o  p la c e s  th e  d u t ie s  o f  is s u in g  th e  c a l l  o n  th e  

s h o u ld e r s  o f  th e  l ie u t e n a n t  g o v e r n o r .  T h e  l ie u t e n a n t  g o v e r n o r  is  r e q u ir e d  to  is s u e  th e  c a l l  

a s  c l o s e l y  a s  p o s s ib le  to  th e  o r ig in a l  c a l l  f o r  th e  A la s k a  C o n s t i t u t io n a l  C o n v e n t io n  o f  

1 9 5 5 — unless other provisions are made by law. S e n a te  B i l l  3 7 0  m a k e s  m in im a l  

p r o v is i o n s  f o r  th e  is s u a n c e  o f  th e  c a l l .

T h e  b i l l  r e s t r ic t s  th e  l ie u t e n a n t  g o v e r n o r  f r o m  is s u in g  th e  c a l l  b e f o r e  O c t o b e r  1 o f  th e  y e a r  

f o l l o w in g  th e  y e a r  in  w h ic h  th e  q u e s t io n  o f  h o ld in g  a  c o n s t i t u t io n a l  c o n v e n t io n  w a s  p la c e d  

o n  th e  b a l lo t .  B y  d e la y in g  th e  d a te  o f  th e  c a l l ,  th e  n e x t  le g is la t u r e  w i l l  b e  p e r m it t e d  to  h o ld  

p u b l i c  h e a r in g s  a n d  g a th e r  e x p e r t  t e s t im o n y  o n  h o w  b e s t  to  is s u e  th e  c a l l .  I f  th e y  a re  

u n a b le  to  r e a c h  a g r e e m e n t  o n  p r o v is i o n s  f o r  th e  c a l l ,  th e  r e m a in in g  p r o v is io n s  p r o v id e d  f o r  

b y  S B  3 7 0  w i l l  a p p ly .  T h o s e  p r o v is i o n s  a re :

•  o n e  d e le g a te  s h a l l  b e  e le c t e d  f r o m  e a c h  h o u s e  a n d  s e n a te  d is t r i c t ,  f o r  a  to ta l o f  6 0  

d e le g a t e s  to  th e  c o n v e n t io n .

•  T h e  p r o v is io n s  o f  A S  1 5 .1 3  ( c a m p a ig n  c o n t r ib u t io n  l im i t s  a n d  p r o h ib i t io n s )  th a t  

a p p ly  to  c a n d id a t e s  f o r  S t a t e  H o u s e  a ls o  a p p ly  to  c a n d id a t e s  f o r  d e le g a te .

» T h e  c o n v e n t io n  w i l l  b e  h e ld  a t th e  c a m p u s  o f  th e  U n iv e r s i t y  o f  A la s k a  in  

F a i r b a n k s .

i n  a l l  o t h e r  r e s p e c t s ,  th e  c a l l  w i l l  b e  is s u e d  a s  c lo s e ly  to  th e  o r ig in a l  c a l l  a s  p o s s ib le .
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ARTICLE 13 
AMENDMENT AND REVISION

A m e n d m e n t s  to  t h is  c o n s t i t u t io n  m a y  b e  p r o p o s e d  b y  a  t w o - t h i r d s  v o t e  o f  e a c h  h o u s e  o f  

th e  le g is la t u r e .  T h e  l ie u t e n a n t  g o v e r n o r  s h a l l  p r e p a r e  a  b a l lo t  t i t le  a n d  p r o p o s i t io n  

s u m m a r i z in g  e a c h  p r o p o s e d  a m e n d m e n t ,  a n d  s h a l l  p ia c e  th e m  o n  th e  b a l lo t  f o r  th e  n e x t  

g e n e r a l e le c t io n .  I f  a  m a j o r i t y  o f  th e  v o te s  c t.s t o n  th e  p r o p o s i t io n  f a v o r  th e  a m e n d m e n t ,  i t  

s h a l l  b e  a d o p te d .  U n le s s  o t h e r w is e  p r o v id e d  in  th e  a m e n d m e n t ,  i t  b e c o m e s  e f f e c t iv e  

t h i r t y  d a y s  a f t e r  th e  c e r t i f i c a t io n  o f  th e  e le c t io n  r e tu r n s  b y  th e  l ie u t e n a n t  g o v e r n o r .

Section 13.1 - Amendments.

Section 13.2 - Convention.

T h e  le g is la t u r e  m a y  c a l l  c o n s t i t u t io n a l  c o n v e n t io n s  a t a n y  t im e .

Section 13.3 - Call by Referendum.

I f  d u r in g  a n y  t e n - y e a r  p e r io d  a  c o n s t i t u t io n a l  c o n v e n t io n  h a s  n o t  b e e n  h e ld ,  th e  l ie u t e n a n t  

g o v e r n o r  s h a l l  p la c e  o n  th e  b a l lo t  f o r  th e  n e x t  g e n e r a l e le c t io n  th e  q u e s t io n :  " S h a l l  th e re  

b e  a  C o n s t i t u t io n a l  C o n v e n t io n ? "  I f  a  m a jo r i t y  o f  th e  v o te s  c a s t  o n  th e  q u e s t io n  a re  in  th e  

n e g a t iv e ,  th e  q u e s t io n  n e e d  n o t  b e  p la c e d  o n  th e  b a l lo t  u n t i l  th e  e n d  o f  th e  n e x t  t e n - y e a r  

p e r io d .  I f  a  m a jo r i t y  o f  th e  v o t e s  c a s t  o n  th e  q u e s t io n  a re  in  th e  a f f i r m a t i v e ,  d e le g a te s  to  

th e  c o n v e n t io n  s h a l l  b e  c h o s e n  a t th e  n e x t  r e g u la r  s t a t e w id e  e le c t io n ,  u n le s s  th e  

le g is la t u r e  p r o v id e s  f o r  th e  e le c t io n  o f  th e  d e le g a te s  a t a  s p e c ia l  e le c t io n .  T h e  l ie u t e n a n t  

g o v e r n o r  s h a l l  is s u e  th e  c a l l  f o r  th e  c o n v e n t io n .  U n le s s  o t h e r  p r o v is i o n s  h a v e  b e e n  m a d e  

b y  la w ,  th e  c a l l  s h a l l  c o n f o r m  a s  n e a r ly  a s  p o s s ib le  to  th e  a c t  c a l l i n g  th e  A la s k a  

C o n s t i t u t io n a l  C o n v e n t io n  o f  1 9 5 5 ,  in c lu d in g ,  b u t  n o t  l im i t e d  to , n u m b e r  o f  m e m b e r s ,  

d is t r i c t s ,  e le c t io n  a n d  c e r t i f i c a t io n  o f  d e le g a te s ,  a n d  s u b m is s io n  a n d  r a t i f i c a t i o n  o f  

r e v is io n s  a n d  o r d in a n c e s .  T h e  a p p r o p r ia t io n  p r o v is io n s  o f  th e  c a l l  s h a l l  b e  s e l f - e x e c u t in g  

a n d  s h a l l  c o n s t i t u t e  a f i r s t  c l a im  o n  th e  s ta te  t r e a s u ry .

Section 13.4 - Powers.

C o n s t i t u t io n a l  c o n v e n t io n s  s h a l l  h a v e  p le n a r y  p o w e r  to  a m e n d  o r  r e v is e  th e  c o n s t i t u t io n ,  

s u b je c t  o n l y  to  r a t i f i c a t io n  b y  th e  p e o p le .  N o  c a l l  f o r  a  c o n s t i t u t io n a l  c o n v e n t io n  s h a l l  

l im i t  th e s e  p o w e r s  o f  th e  c o n v e n t io n .

A la s k a  C o n s t i t u t io n  

A r t i c l e  X I I I



Amendment and Revision

If during any ten-year period a constitutional convention has not 
been held, the lieutenant governor shall place on the ballot for the 
next general election the question: "Shall there be a Constitutional 
Convention?" If a majority of the votes cast on the question are 
in the negative, the question need not be placed on the ballot until 
the end of the next ten-year period. If a majority of the votes cast 
on the question are in the affirmative, delegates to the convention 
shall be chosen at the next regular statewide election, unless the 
legislature provides for the election of the delegates at a special 
election. The lieutenant governor shall issue the call for the 
convention. Unless other provisions have been made by law, the 
call shall conform as nearly as possible to the act calling the 
Alaska constitutional convention of 1955, including, but not 
limited to, number of members districts, election and certification 
of delegates, and submission and ratification of revisions and 
ordinances. The appropriation provisions of the call shall be 
self-executing and shall constitute a first claim on the state 
treasury.

T h i s  s e l f - e x e c u t in g  p r o v is i o n  g u a r a n t e e s  to  th e  v o t e r s  a  c h a n c e  to  d e c id e  a t le a s t  o n c e  

e v e r y  te n  y e a r s  i f  th e re  s h o u ld  b e  a c o n s t i t u t io n a l  c o n v e n t io n .  M a n y  s ta te  c o n s t i t u t io n s  

p r o v id e  f o r  a  p e r io d ic  r e f e r e n d u m  o n  a c o n v e n t io n ,  b u t  th e  in t e r v a l  is  t y p i c a l l y  tw e n ty  

y e a r s .  D e le g a t e s  to  th e  c o n v e n t io n  c h o s e  te n  y e a r s  o n  th e  g r o u n d s  th a t  c h a n g e  w o u ld  b e  

o c c u r r in g  fa s t  in  A la s k a .  T h i s  s e c t io n  s p e c i f ie s  th e  e s s e n t ia l  p r o c e d u r e s  f o r  h o ld in g  a 

c o n v e n t io n  in  o r d e r  to  p r e v e n t  th e  le g is la t u r e  f r o m  t h w a r t in g  th e  w i l l  o f  th e  v o t e r s  b y  

r e f u s in g  to  is s u e  a c a l l  o r  to  a p p r o p r ia t e  f u n d s  f o r  th e  c o n v e n t io n .

T h e  f i r s t  r e f e r e n d u m  o n  th e  q u e s t io n  o f  h o ld in g  a c o n s t i t u t io n a l  c o n v e n t io n  w a s  h e ld  in  

1 9 7 0 .  T h e  b a l lo t  re a d :  " A s  r e q u ir e d  b y  th e  c o n s t i t u t io n  o f  th e  S ta t e  o f  A l a s k a  A r t i c l e  

X I I I ,  S e c t io n  3 , s h a l l  th e re  b e  a c o n s t i t u t io n a l  c o n v e n t io n ? "  T h e  o u t c o m e  w a s  a v e r y  

n a r r o w  a f f i r m a t iv e  v o te ,  3 4 ,9 1 1  to  3 4 ,4 7 2 .  O p p o n e n t s  o f  th e  c o n v e n t io n  s u e d ,  c la im in g  

th a t  th e  w o r d in g  o f  th e  b a l lo t  p r o p o s i t io n  b ia s e d  th e  v o t e  in  f a v o r  o f  th e  m e a s u r e  b y  

im p ly in g  th a t  th e  c o n v e n t io n ,  r a th e r  th a n  th e  v o te ,  w a s  r e q u ir e d  b y  th e  c o n s t i t u t io n .  T h e  

c o u r t s  a g re e d  a n d  t h r e w  o u t  th e  e le c t io n  r e s u lt s  (Boucher v. Bomhoff, 4 9 5  P .2 d  7 7 , 1 9 7 2 ) .  

T h e  q u e s t io n  w a s  p u t  b e f o r e  th e  v o t e r s  a g a in  a t th e  n e x t  g e n e r a l e le c t io n  ( 1 9 7 2 )  w i t h  th e

Section 3. Call by Referendum
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c o n s t i t u t io n a l l y  r e q u ir e d  la n g u a g e ,  " S h a l l  th e re  b e  a c o n s t i t u t io n a l  c o n v e n t io n ? " ,  a n d  it  

w a s  s t r o n g ly  d e fe a te d  ( 2 9 , 1 9 2  to  5 5 ,3 8 9 ) .  T h i s  q u e s t io n  w a s  a g a in  p u t  b e fo r e  th e  v o te r s  

in  1 9 8 2 .  A  c o n v e r s io n  c a l l  w a s  r e je c t e d  6 3 , 8 1 6  to  1 0 8 ,3 1 9 .

Section 4. Power

Constitutional conventions shall have plenary power to amend or 
revise the constitution, subject only to ratification by the people.
No call for a constitutional convention shall limit these powers of 
the convention.

T h e  p o w e r  o f  a  c o n v e n t io n  to  p r o p o s e  c o n s t i t u t io n a l  c h a n g e s  c a n n o t  b e  l im i t e d  ( " p le n a r y "  

m e a n s  f u l l ) .  T h u s ,  i f  th e  v o t e r s  c a l l  f o r  a  c o n v e n t io n ,  th e  le g is la t u r e  m a y  n o t  s u b v e r t  i t  

b y  c i r c u m s c r ib in g  th e  s c o p e  o f  r e v ie w  b y  th e  d e le g a t e s .

Article XIII
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Ch. 46) LA W S  OF A L A S K A , 1955 109

C H A P T E R  46

A N  A C T

To p rov ide  fo r the ho ld ing  of a constitu tiona l convention  to prepare a 
constitu tion  fo r the S tale of A laska; to subm it the constitu tion  to the 
people fo r adoption  o r rejection; to p repare fo r the adm ission of 
A la sk a  as a State; to make an appropria tion; and se tting  an e ffective 
dale.

(C. S. fo r  H ..B . 1)

Be it  Enacted  by the Leg is la tu re  of
the T e r r ito ry  of A laska:

Section  1. A  constitu tiona l con­
vention, com prised o f delegates 
elected by the lega l voters of the 
T e r r ito ry  of A la ska , sha ll assemble 
at the U n iv e rs ity  of A la ska , College, 
A la ska , on the 8th day of November, 
1955, at ten o 'c lock  a. m „ o r as soon 
thereafter as a quorum  sha ll be 
present, fo r  the purpose of p repar­
ing and agree ing  upon a constitu ­
tion fo r the proposed State of 
A la ska . T he  convention  shall meet 
fo r not m ore than seventy-five  days 
but may, a t its  d iscretion , recess 
fo r a pe rio d  of not to exceed f i f ­
teen days fo r  the purpose of h o ld ­
ing p u b lic  hearings in  A la ska  on 
proposed p rov is ion s of the consti­
tution.

Lection  2. Delegates to the con­
vention  sha ll possess the q u a lif ic a ­
tions of lega l voters of A la ska  and 
sha ll have been residents of A la ska  
fo r not less than three years im ­
m ed ia te ly  preced ing the f ir s t  day 
of the convention. The ho ld ing  of 
the o ffice  of delegate o r any other

o ffice of the convention  sh a ll not 
constitute a d isqua lif ica tio n  fo r  se­
lection  fo r o r the ho ld ing  of any 
other office , and the ho ld ing  o f any 
other office, except an appo in tive  
office under the F ed e ra l G o ve rn ­
ment, sha ll not constitute a d is ­
qua lif ica tion  fo r e lection  to o r the 
ho ld ing  of o ffice as a delegate or 
any other o ffice  o f the convention.

Section 3. There  are hereby c re ­
ated the fo llo w in g  e lection  d is tr ic ts  
from  w h ich  delegates to  the con ­
vention sha ll be elected. These 
election d is tr ic ts  sha ll be com prised 
of the several reco rd ing  d is tr ic ts  
of A la ska  w h ich  sha ll be know n  
as “ loca l e lection  d is tr ic ts" , the ju ­
d ic ia l d iv is ions o f A la ska , and the 
T e rr ito ry  of A la ska  at Large:

E lec tion  D is t r ic t  No. 1— K e tc h i­
kan and H yd e r R eco rd ing  D is ­
tricts. J

E le c tion  D is tr ic t  No. 2— W ra n ­
ge ll and Pe te rsburg  R eco rd ing  
D istric ts.

E lec tion  D is t r ic t  No. 3— S itka  
Record ing  D is tr ic t.

E le c tion  D is t r ic t  No. 4— Juneau

6 )



110 LA W S  OF A L A S K A , 1955 (Ch. 46

R eco rd ing  D is tr ic t.

E le c tion  D is tr ic t  No. 5— Haines 
and Ckagw ay  R eco rd in g  D istric ts.

E lec tion  D is t r ic t  No. 6— F irs t  
Ju d ic ia l D iv is io n .

E le c tion  D is t r ic t  No. 7— Cape 
Nom e and W ade H am pton  R e ­
co rd ing  D is tr ic ts .

E le c tion  D is t r ic t  No. 8— F a ir-  
haven and N o a ta k -K o b u k  Record­
ing  D is tric ts .

E jec tion  D is t r ic t  No . 9— Second 
Ju d ic ia l D iv is io n .

E le c tio n  D is t r ic t  No. 10— C o r­
dova and M cC a r th y  Record ing 
D istric ts .

E lec tion  D is t r ic t  No. 11— V a l­
dez and C h it in a  R eco rd in g  D is ­
tricts.

E le c tion  D is tr ic t  No. 12— Sew ­
ard and W h itt ie r  R eco rd ing  D is ­
tricts.

E le c t ion  D is t r ic t  No. 13— Kena i, 
H om er and S e ld o v ia  Record ing 
D is tr ic ts .

E lec tion  D is t r ic t  No. 14— K o ­
d iak  and A le u t ia n  Islands R e ­
co rd ing  D is tric ts .

E le c tion  D is t r ic t  No. 15— A n ­
chorage R eco rd ing  D is tr ic t.

E le c tion  D is t r ic t  No. 16— P a l­
mer. W a s illa  and Ta lkee tna  R e ­
co rd ing  D istric ts .

E lec tion  D is tr ic t  No . 17— M iam - 
na, K v ic h a k  and B r is to l Bay  R e ­
co rd ing  D is tric ts .

E lec tion  D is t r ic t  No. 18— Th ird  
Ju d ic ia l D iv is io n .

E le c tion  D is t r ic t  No. 19— B e th ­
el, K u sko kw im . M t. M cK in le y , 
Innoko, N u la to , Nenana. Hot 
Springs, R am pa rt and F o rt G ib ­
bon R e co rd in g  D is tr ic ts .

E le c tion  D is t r ic t  No. 20— F a ir ­

banks R eco rd ing  D istric t.
E le c tion  D is t r ic t  No, 21— Fourth  

Ju d ic ia l D iv is io n .
E le c tion  D is t r ic t  No. 22— T e r r i­

to ry oi  A la s k a  at Large.

Section 4. The  convention sha ll 
consist ot f ifvy-£ ive  delegates ap­
portioned among the e lection  d is­
tric ts as fo llow s:

E le c tion D is t r ic t No. 1 —  One
Delegate.

E lec tion D is t r ic t No. 2 —  One
Delegate.

E lec tion D is t r ic t No. 3 —  One
Delegate.

E le c tion D is tr ic t No. 4 —  One
Delegate.

E le c tion D is tr ic t No. 5 —  One
Delegate.

E lec tion D is tr ic t No. 6— Seven
Delegates.

E lec tion D is tr ic t No. 7 —  One
Delegate.

E lec tion D is tr ic t No. 8 — One
Delegate.

E lec tion D is tr ic t No. 9 —  Fo u r
Delegates.

E lec tion D is tr ic t No. 10— One
Delegate.

E lec tion D is tr ic t No. 11— One
Delegate.

E lec tion D is tr ic t No. 12— One
Delegate.

E lec tion D is tr ic t No. 13— One
Delegate.

E lection D is tr ic t No. 14— One
Delegate.

E lec tion D is tr ic t No. 15— One
Delegate.

E lec tion D is tr ic t No. 16— One

Delegate.
E lec tion D is tr ic t No. 17— One
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Delegate.
E le c tio n  D i s t r i c t  No. 18—  

T w e lve  Delegates.
E le c tio n  D is tr ic t No. 19— One 

Delegate.
E le c tion  D is tr ic t  No. 20—  One 

Delegate.
E le c tio n  D is tr ic t No. 21— E igh t 

Delegates.
E le c tion  D is tr ic t No. 22— Seven 

Delegates.

Section  5. A  specia l e lection  fo r 
the e lection  of delegates sh a ll be 
held th roughout A la ska  on Sep­
tem ber 13, 1955. The G ove rno r of 
A la sk a  sha ll prepare and fu rn ish  a ll 
ballots, certificates, and fo rm s nec­
essary fo r  the ho ld ing  of the e lec­
tion. w h ich  sh a ll in  general be con­
ducted, in c lu d in g  the m ak ing  o f re ­
turns, the canvassing of ballots, and 
the ascerta in ing  of resu lts sub­
s ta n t ia lly  in  the m anner f ix e d  by 
the law s govern ing  the e lection  of 
leg is la to rs in  genera l e lections in  
A la ska , in c lu d in g  rotation  o f names 
on the ba llo t. The  G ove rno r may 
em p loy such techn ica l and other 
personnel as m ay be necessary to 
assist h im  in  the p reparation  fo r 
and conduct of the election p ro ­
v ided fo r  herein. The G overnor 
may m ake such reasonable ru les 
and regu la tions regard ing  the con­
duct of the election, the counting 
of ballots, the preparation, trans­
m ission and canvassing o f returns, 
and other matters re la t in g  to the 
election, as m ay appear necessary 
and are consistent w ith  the p u r­
poses of the specia l e lection  p ro ­
v ided fo r herein.

Section 6. Candidates fo r the o f­

fice  of delegate sh a ll be nom inated 
by pe tit ion  f ile d  in person o r by 
m a il w ith  the c le rk  of the cou rt of 
the ju d ic ia l d iv is io n  in  w h ich  the 
candidate is a res iden t on or before 
M ay  10, 1955. Each  pe tition  sh a ll be 
accom panied by a fee of ten dollars, 
except that the fee fo r  candidates 
fo r e lection  fro m  the T e r r ito ry  at 
large sh a ll be fo r ty  do llars. Each 
nom ina ting  pe tition  sh a ll be signed 
by le g a lly  q u a lif ie d  voters of A la s ­
ka res id ing  w ith in  the e lection  d is ­
tr ic t in  and fo r  w h ich  the delegates 
nom inated are to be elected equal 
in  num ber to at least f iv e  per cent 
of the num ber o f votes cast in  the 
e lection d is tr ic t  in the Genera l 
E le c tion  of 1954, p rov ided  that no 
nom ina ting  pe tition  need conta in  
more than tw o hundred  s ignatures 
nor m ay it  con ta in  less than f if ty  
signatures, in  any e lection  d istrict.

Section  7. Each  nom ina ting  p e ti­
tion sh a ll conta in  the name of not 
more than one cand idate  and sha ll 
set fo rth  the name, p lace of re s i­
dence and post o ffice  address of 
the cand idate  the reby  nom inated, 
that the nom ination  is fo r  the office 
of delegate to the constitu tiona l 
convention  to be convened on N o ­
vem ber 8. 1955, that the petitioners 
are le g a lly  q u a lif ie d  to vote fo r 
such candidates and p ledge them ­
selves to support and vote fo r  the 
person named in  such petition , and 
that th is petition , together w ith  a ll 
other pe titions theretofore signed 
by them, does not nom inate a 
greater num ber o f candidates than 
the num ber of delegates to be e lect­
ed in the e lection  d is tr ic t fo r w h ich
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the nom inations are made. Every  
voter s ign ing  a nom ina ting  petition 
sha ll add to h is  s ignature  his place 
of residence, post o ffice  iddress, 
and street num ber, i f  any. No voter 
sh a ll sign a p e tit io n  o r petitions fo r 
a greater num ber of candidates 
than are to be elected in  the elec­
tion d is tr ic t in  w h ich  he resides, 
except a i any  pe tit ion e r may sign 
not m ore than seven petitions of 
candidates fo r  e le ction  as delegates 
from  the d is tr ic t  composed of the 
T e rr ito ry  o f A la sk a  at large, in  ad­
d ition  to the pe tition  o r petitions 
of candidates from  the pe titioner’s 
lo ca l and ju d ic ia l e lection  d istricts. 
It is  the in ten t o f th is A c t  that 
q u a lif ie d  pe tit ione rs  m ay sign not 
more n om ina ting  petitions than 
there are delegates authorized from  
the lo ca l and ju d ic ia l e lection d is­
tric ts in  w h ich  the pe tit ione r re­
sides, and in  add ition  m ay sign not 
more than seven nom inating  peti­
tions fo r  candidates seeking elec­
tion  from  the T e r r ito ry  at Large.

Section  8. Each  nom inating  pe­

tit ion  shall, be fore  it  m ay be f iled  
w ith  the c le rk  of the court, con­
tain an acceptance of such nom ina­
tion  in  w rit in g , signed and ve rified  
by  an oath o r a ff irm a tion  of the 
candidate the re in  nom inated, upon 
or annexed to such petition. Such 
acceptance sh a ll ce rt ify  that the 
candidate sh a ll have been a resident 
of the e lection  d is tr ic t fo r which 
ho is nom inated fo r at least one 
year and that he is a qua lif ied  voter 
in  the e lection  d is tr ic t  fo r  w hich 
he is nom inated. Such acceptance 
sha ll also c e r t ify  that the nominee

consents to enter as a candidate at 
the ensuing special e lection fo r the 

.election of delegates to a constitu ­
tiona l convention, and that if  e lect­
ed ho agrees to take office and 
serve as a' delegate from  the elec­
tion  d is tr ic t in w h ich  he is nom i­
nated.

Section 9. If any delegate from  
any election d is tr ic t sh a ll die, re ­
sign, or otherw ise become d isqua li­
fied  from  serving, o r i f  a vacancy 
occurs fo r any reason whatsoever, 
the vacancy sha ll be f ille d  by the 
candidate not theretofore certified  
as elected who received the next 
h ighest num ber of votes amongst 
the candidates in the e lection d is­
tr ic t in  w h ich  the vacancy occurred. 
If a vacancy should again occur in 
such d istrict, it  sha ll be f ille d  in 
lik e  m anner from  amongst the re­
m a in ing  candidates. A n y  election 
contest w h ich  resu lts in  a tie shall 
be resolved by  the d raw ing  of lots 
between the com peting candidates, 
and the loser o f the d raw ing  sha ll 
be considered second on ly  to the 
w inne r and sha ll h o ld  such stand­
ing among the ba lance of the w in - 
r in g  candidates.

Section 10. A l l  nom inating  pe ti­
tions and the ir acceptances shall 
when f ile d  be and rem ain  open fo r 
pub lic  inspection du ring  regu lar 
business hours, at the office where 
filed  u n t il M ay 20. 1955; thereafter 
they sha ll be transm itted to the 
G overnor of A la ska  fo r determ ina­
tion of the candidates nom inated and 
fo r perm anent f i l in g  in  the office 
of the Secretary of A laska, Deter­
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m ination  of the v a lid ity  of petitions 
sha ll be made in it ia l ly  by the Gov- 
em o r of A laska , and recourse by 
candidates be lie v ing  themselves ag­
grieved may be had b y  appeal from  
the determ ination o f the G ove rnor 
to the canvassing board, the deci­
sion of w h ich  sha ll be f in a l. O b­
jections to petitions may be raised 
by  any qua lif ied  vo te r of the e lec­
tion d is tr ic t from  w hich the can­
didate is nom inated, and such ob­
jection  must be stated in  w r it in g  
to the G overnor o f A la ska  on or 
before M ay 25. 1955. N o t la te r than 
M ay  31, 1955, the G ove rno r sha ll 
m ake h is determ inatic as to the 
candidates nom inated from  each 
e lection d is tr ic t and sha ll there­
upon ce rtify  the names designated 
fo r p lacem ent on the b a llo t fo r 
each such d istrict.

Section 11. The e lection of de le ­

gates shall be conducted w ithou t 

any reference to the p o lit ic a l pa rty  

a ff ilia t io n s  of the candidates, and 

the ba llo ts used sh a ll be n onpa rt i­

san in  every respect. A  separate 

ba llo t sha ll be prepared fo r  each 

lo ca l e lection d istric t, and each 
such ba llo t sha ll conta in  (a) the 
names of the candidates runn ing  
fo r tite o ffice of delegate fro m  that 
d istrict, (b) the names of the can­
didates runn ing  fo r the o ffice  of 
delegate from  the ju d ic ia l d iv is ion  
election d is tr ic t in  w h ich  the loca l 
election d is tr ic t is situate, and (c) 
the names of the candidates ru n ­
ning fo r the office  of delegate from  
the d is tr ic t w h ich  comprises the 
T e rr ito ry  at Large.

Section  12. The candidate or can­
d idates re ce iv in g  the greatest num ­
ber o f votes in  the election d is tr ic t 
fo r  w h ich  nom inated sha ll be 
deemed e lected fo r that d istrict, 
and the G o ve rn o r of A la ska  sh a ll 
issue to them  certifica tes of e lec­
t ion  in  the m anner other vise p re ­
scribed  b y  la w  fo r  persons elected 
to the L eg is la tu re  of A laska.

Section  13. The  G ove rno r of A la s ­

k a  sh a ll open the convention and 

p res ide  u n t i l tem porary officers 
are  selected. The convention sha ll 
be the judge o f the qua lifica tions 
of its  members, th e ir election, or 
appo in tm ent. It sh a ll have the pow ­
er b y  vo te  of a m a jo r ity  o f the 
delegates to w h ich  the body is  en­
t it le d  to choose a president and 
secre ta ry  and a ll o ther appropriate 
o ffice rs, to p rescribe  th e ir  functions, 
pow ers and duties, and to make 
ru le s  and regu la tions fo r the con­
du c t o f its  business. F o llo w in g  its 
o rgan iza tion  the convention  shall 
dec la re  on b eha lf o f the people of 
the proposed State that they adopt 
the C o n stitu t ion  of the U n ited  
States; thereafter, the convention 
sh a ll proceed to p repare a consti­
tu tion , w h ich  sha ll be repub lican  
in  fo rm  and sh a ll conta in  the p ro­
v is io n s  exp ress ly  requ ired  by any 
A c t  o f the Congress of the U n ited  
S tates p ro v id in g  fo r the adm ission 
o f A la s k a  as a State, and a State 
governm ent fo r  the proposed State, 
and fo r  th is purpose the convention 
s h a ll have  pow er to m ake o rd i­
nances and to take a ll measures 
necessary o r p roper in preoaration 
fo r the adm ission  of A la ska  as a
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State of the Un ion.

Section 14. A fte r  a constitu tion  
and State governm ent have been 
framed, the convention  sha ll p ro ­
v ide  by ord inance fo r  subm ission 
of the constitution, and such o rd i­
nances as m ay p rope rly  be sub­
m itted, to the people of the p ro ­
posed State fo r  ra t if ica t io n  or re ­
jection  at an e lection  to be he ld  at 
a date to be f ix e d  b y  the convention  
not less than fo rty  no r la te r than 
one hundred tw en ty  days from  the 
date of ad journm ent of the con­
vention, at w h ich  e lection  the per­
sons en titled  to vote fo r  delegates 
under th is A c t  sha ll be en titled  to 
vote on the ra tif ica t io n  o r re jection  
of the constitu tion  and the o rd i­
nances subm itted, under such ru les 
and regu lations as the convention  
m ay prescribe. The re tu rns of th is 
e lection sha ll be made to the G ov ­
ernor of A la ska  and sh a ll be can­
vassed substan tia lly  in  the m anner 
now  prov ided  b y  la w  fo r the can­
vass of votes cast in  T e rr ito r ia l 
elections.

Section 15. The convention  sha ll 
prov ide by  ord inance that after the 
constitution and ord inances subm it­
ted sha ll have been ra tif ie d  by  the 
people of the T e rr ito ry  by  a ma­
jo r ity  of the legal votes cast there­
on. the G ove rno r sha ll fo rthw ith  
subm it a ce rtified  copy of the same 
through the P re s id en t of the U n ited  
States to the Congress fo r approval 
or d isapprova l, together w ith  a 
statement of the votes cast thereon.

Section 16. The convention shall

prov ide  by ord inance that in  case 
of the ra tif ica tion  of the constitu ­
tion by  the people and of its  ap­
p rova l by the Congress, o r by  the 
President, as may be p rov ided  in  
the En ab lin g  Act, there sh a ll be a 
process of election, at such time 
and in such m anner as the conven­
tion m ay prescribe, in  w h ich  the 
qua lif ied  voters o f A la ska  sha ll 
choose officers fo r a fu l l  State gov­
ernment, in c lu d in g  a governor, 
members of the leg is la ture , such 
other o fficers as the constitution 
sha ll prescribe, and the authorized 
num ber of Representatives and Sen­
ators in  the Congress of the Un ited  
States. The persons elected here­
under sh a ll assume th e ir  offices, 
and the State governm ent sh a ll be­
come in  effect, at the tim e and in 
the m anner that the Congress may 
p rov ide  in  enab ling  the adm ission 
of A la ska  as a State.

Section  17. U n t il the adm ission of 
A la ska  as a State, a ll of the officers 
of the T e rr ito ry  sha ll continue to 
d ischarge the duties of th e ir  respec­
tive  officers in and fo r the T e rr ito ry  
of A la ska , and the laws o f the T e r­
r ito ry  sha ll also rem ain  in  force 
and effect.

Section  18. T! convention shall 
have pow er to in cu r such expenses 
as may be necessary, in c lu d in g  but 
not lim ited  to expenses fo r em ­
p loym ent of such c le rica l, technical, 
and professional personnel as it 
may requ ire , in  o rder to exercise 
the powers conferred and to per­
form  the duties imposed by this 
Act.
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Section 19. T he  delegates sh a ll 
receive a per d iem  of tw enty do lla rs 
lo r  each day in  attendance at, in ­
c lud ing  tim e spent going to and 
re tu rn ing  from , the convention; and 
they sha ll be re im bursed  fo r the ir 
actual trave l costs in cu rred  in  a t­
tending upon th e ir duties as de le ­
gates. In add ition  they sha ll rece ive 
fo r the ir serv ices the sum of f i f ­
teen do lla rs  per day as compensa­
tion fo r each day's attendance w h ile  
the convention  is in  session.

Section 20. There  is hereby ap­
propriated the sum  of $300,000, or 
so much thereof as m ay be neces­
sa ry  fo r de fray ing  the expenses of 
the ' 'ections p rov ided  fo r here in

and the expenses of the convention, 
in c lu d in g  com pensation of the dele­
gates, and fo r  a ll o ther purposes of 
th is A c t. The  d isbursem ents fo r  a ll 
costs a ttr ib u tab le  to the elections 
of delegates to the convention, not 
to exceed $60,000, sh a ll be made 
upon vouchers ce rt if ie d  b y  the 
G o ve rn o r o f A la ska . A l l  o ther d is ­
bursem ents o f moneys appropria ted 
he reunder sh a ll be made upon 
vouchers ce rt if ie d  by  the president 
of the convention.

Section  21. Th is  A c t  sha ll be in  

effect on and  a fte r its  passage and 

approva l, o r  upon its becom ing law  

w itho u t such approval.

App roved  M arch  19, 1955

C H A P T E R  47 

A N  A C T

Re la ting  to financ ing  roads, a irf ie ld s , and  w a te r and harbo r fac ilit ie s1; 
increasing the m otor fue l tax; se tting  rates fo r m otor fue l and av iation  
fuel; p rov id ing  refunds fo r taxes paid on non-h ighw ay use fuels; 
am ending Subsection (a) of Sec. 48-5-1, A C L A ,  1949, as amended by 
Ch. 56 Session Law s of A la sk a  1949; am end ing  Sec. 48-5-2, A C L A .  1949. 
as amended by Sec. 1 of Ch. 80, S L A ,  1951; am end ing Sec, 1 of Ch, S4, 
S L A  1949; repea ling subsection 4 of Sec. 14 A . of Ch. 123, S L A  1949: 
and setting an effective date.

{C. S. fo r H. B. 13)

Be it Enacted by the Leg is la tu re  of Section  1. Section 48-5-2, A la ska  
the T e rr ito ry  o f A laska: C om p iled  Law s Annotated, 1949, as


