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HTR 23 RETENTION OF THE ELECTORAL COLLEGE
Sponsor Statement

The electoral college is based upon republican principles that discourage mob-rule.
Under the electoral college system that our forefathers very carefully and skillfully designed
each State is allocated an Elector for each of its two U.S. Senators, plus an elector for eacli
of its U.S. Representatives. This allows States the same equal voice they have in the U.S.
Senate for selection of the President, while weighing in on individuals of each state through
the U.S. House formula. As population changes and migrates, the number of Electors will

change with the Census every ten years as will the number of representatives from each state

in the U.S. House.

If not for the electoral college, Alaska would have no voice in the selection of a
President. Today we have three of the 538 electoral votes giving us a little more than h of
1% of the voice in the Presidential vote, represents one-fifth of the total land mass in the
United States. That voice would diminish considerably in a popular vote and the massive

vote of urban America would make our decisions for us.
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The mode of appointment of the Chief Magistrate of the United States :3 almost the only part

of the system, of any consequence, vvnich has escaped without severe censure, or which has

received the slightest mark of approbation from its oppt. '""nls. The most plausible of these,

who has appeared in print, has even deigned to adm it that the election of the President is
pretty well guarded. | venture somewhat further, and hesitate not to affirm, that if the manner

of it be not perfect, it is at least excellent. It unites in an eminent degree all the advantages, the

union of which was to be wished for.

It was desirable that the sense of the people should operate in the choice of the person to
whom so important a trust was to be confided. This end will be answered by com mitting the
right of making it, not to any preestablished body, but to men chosen by the people for the

special purpose, and at the particular conjuncture.

It was equally desirable, that the immediate election should be made by men most capable of
analyzing the qualities adapted to the station, and acting under circumstances favorable to
deliberation, and to ajudicious combination of all the reasons and inducements which were
proper to govern their choice. A small number of persons, selected by their fellow-citizens
from the general mass, will be most likely to possess the information and discernment

requisite to such complicated investigations.

It was also peculiarly desirable to afford as little opportunity as possible to tumult and
disorder. This evil was not least to be dreaded in the election of a magistrate, who was to have
so important an agency in the administration of the government as the President of the United
States. But the precautions which have been so happily concerted in the system under

consideration, promise an effectual security against this mischief. The choice of SEVERAL,

to form an intermediate body of electors, will be much less apt to convulse the com munity

with any extraordinary or violent movements, than the choice of ONE who was himself to be
the final object of the public wishes. And as the electors, chosen in each State, are to assemble
and vote in the State in which they are chosen, this detached and divided situation will expose
them much less to heats and ferments, which might be communicated from them to the

people, than if they were all to be convened at one time, in one place.

Nothing was more to be desired than that every practicable obstacle should be opposed to
cabal, intrigue, and corruption. These most deadly adversaries of republican government
might naturally have been expected to make their approaches from more than one querter, but
chiefly from the desire in foreign powers to gain an improper ascendant in our councils. How
could they better gratify this, than by raising a creature of their own to the chief magistracy of
the Union? But the convention have guarded against all danger of this sort, with the most
provident and judicious attention. They have not made the appointment of the President to
depend on any preexisting bodies of men, who might be tampered with beforehand to
prostitute their votes; but they have referred it in the first instance to an immediate act of the
people of America, to be exerted in the choice of persons for the temporary and sole purpose
of making the appointment. And they have excluded from eligibility to this trust, all those who

from situation might be suspected of too great devotion to the President in office. No senator,
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representative, or other person holding a place of trust or profit under the United States, can be
of the numbers of the electors. Thus without corrupting the body of the people, the immediate
agents in the election will at least enter upon the task free from any sinister bias. Their
transient existence, and their detached situation, already taken notice of, afford a satisfactory
prospect of their continuing so, to the conclusion of it. The business of corruption, when it is
to embrace so considerable a number of men, requires time as well as means. Nor would it be
found easy suddenly to embark them, dispersed as they would be over thirteen States, in any
combinations founded upon motives, which though they could not properly be denominated

corrupt, might yet be of a nature to mislead them from their duty.

Another and no less important desideratum was, that the Executive should be independent for
his continuance in office on all but the people themselves. He might otherwise be tempted to
sacrifice his duty to his com plaisance for those whose favor was necessary to the duration of
his official consequence. This advantage will also be secured, by making his re-election to

depend on a special body of representatives, deputed by the society for the single purpose of

m aking the important choice.

A ll these advantages will happily combine in the plan devised by the convention; which is,

that the people of each State shall choose a number of persons as electors, equal to the number
of senators and representatives of such State in the national government, who shall assemble
within the State, and vote for some fit person as President. Their votes, thus given, are to be
transmitted to the seat of the national government, and the person who may happen to have a
m ajority of the whole number of votes will be the President. But as a majority of the votes
might not always happen to centre in one man, and as it might be unsafe to permit less than a
m ajority to be conclusive, it is provided that, in such acontingency, the House of
Representatives shall select out of the candidates who shall have the five highest number of

votes, the man who in their opinion may be best qualified for the office.

The process of election affords a moral certainty, that the office of President will never fall to
the lot of any man who is not in an eminent degree endowed with the requisite qualifications.
Talents for low intrigue, and the little arts of popularity, may alone suffice to elevate a man to
the first honors in a single State; but it will require other talents, and a different kind of merit,
to establish him in the esteem and confidence of the whole Union, or of so considerable a
portion of it as would be necessary to make him a successful candidate for the distinguished
office of President of the United States. It will not be too strong to say, that there will be a
constant probability of seeing the station filled by characters pre-eminent for ability and
virtue. And this will be thought no inconsiderable recommendation of the Constitution, by
those who are able to estimate the share which the executive in every government must

necessarily have in its good or ill administration. Though we cannot acquiesce in the political

heresy of the poet who says:

"For forms of government let fools conlest-

That which is best administered is best,"-

yet we may safely pronounce, that the true test of a good government is its aptitude and

tendency to produce a good administration.

The Vice-President is to be chosen in the same manner with the President; with this

difference, that the Senate is to do, in respect to the former, what is to be done by the House of

Representatives, in respect to the latter.
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The appointment of an extraordinary person, as Vice-President, has been objected to as
superfluous, if not mischievous. It has been alleged, that it would have been preferable to have
authorized the Senate to elect out of their own body an officer answering that description. But
two considerations seem to justify the ideas of the convention in this respect. One is, that to
secure at all times the possibility of a definite resolution of the body, it is necessary that the
President should have only a casting vote. And to take the senator of any State from his seat as
senator, to place him in that of President of the Senate, would be to exchange, in regard to the
State from which he came, a constant for a contingent vote. The other consideration is, that as
the Vice-President may occasionally become a substitute for the President, in the supreme
executive magistracy, all the reasons which recommend the mode of election prescribed for
the one, apply with great if not with equal force to the manner of appointing the other. It is
remarkable that in this, as in most other instances, the objection which is made would iie
against the constitution of this State. We have a Lieutenant-Governor, chosen by the people at
large, who presides in the Senate, and is the constitutional substitute for the Governor, in

casualties similar to those which would authorize the Vice-President to exercise the

authorities and discharge the duties of the President.
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New electoral vote totals for 2004-2008

The Census Bureau has released its data from the 2000 Census. According to the
Constitution, every ten years a count is made of the United States population to determine how
many Representatives each state is allotted in Congress. The census is important in
presidential politics since the number of votes each state is given in the Electoral College is
figured by adding the number of Representatives and Senators it has. The new data shows 18
states w ill see a change in their electoral votes for the next two presidential elections. Had the

2000 election been held using the new numbers, Bush would have won 27S-259-1.
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Electoral College vs popular vote in 1824,1876, and 1888

Electoral College critics point out the elections of 1824, 1876, and 1888 in their arguments to
prove the system doesn't work. In those three elections the candidate who won the Electoral
College vote, did not win the popular vote. Besides forgetting the 50 other elections where the
Electoral College agrees with the popular vote, critics conveniently ignore the factors that

caused these three situations.

1824 - Adams vs Jackson

THE CRITICS CHARGE: In this election, critics point out that Andrew Jackson won both
the electoral vote and the popular vote, but the House of Repiesentatives circumvented the
w ill of the people and chose John Quincy Adams as President.

BACKGROUND: In this election four men, all from the same party, were running for
President. Each was popular in a different section of the country: Adams in the Northeast,
Jackson in the South/Soutlnvest, Crawford in the South/Mid-Atlantic, and Clay in the West.
W hen the votes were counted, Jackson had won the most electoral and popular votes, but had
failed to carry a majority of electoral votes. It fell upon the House of Representatives to
choose the president from among the top three electoral vote getters: Jackson, Adams, and
Crawford. With Clay throwing his support to Adams (who is rumored to have done so for a
cabinet post), Adams carried the vote on the first ballot and was named President.

WHY THE ELECTORAL COLLEGE SHOULDN'T BE BLAMED: The critics ignore
the fact that the popular vote was not a true indicator of the will of the people in 1824. In fact,
popular vote totals weren't even kept forelections before this one. Hardly any state had all
four candidates on the ballot; most didn't have three. And six states didn't even have a public
vote! Their legislatures chose the electors. This included New York, the largest state at the
time, where Adams certainly would have been able to cut into or eliminate Jackson's popular
vote lead.

CONCLUSION: 1o say the Electoral College failed in 1824 is incorrect, because this was

not acampaign where the candidates went after the popular vote: this campaign was fought

for electoral votes.

1876 - Hayes vs Tilden

THE CRITICS CHARGE: In this election, critics say the system failed because even though
Samuel Tilden had a substantial lead over Rutherford B. Hayes in the popular vole, he still
lost by one electoral vote.

BACKGROUND: on election night, it appeared that Tilden would win. He led the popular
vote 51% to 48%, and led in the Electoral College vote 184-165 with 20 votes still undecided.
Tilden only needed one vote to win; Hayes needed all 20. Both parties claimed the disputed
votes (Florida's 4 votes, Louisiana's 8 votes. South Carolina's 7 votes, and l1of Oregon's 3
votes). An Electoral Com mission was setup by Congress, who awarded all 20 votes, and the
presidency, to Hayes

WHY THE ELECTORAL COLLEGE SHOULDN'T BE BLAMED: The 1876 election

was filled with so many irregularities, that blaming the Electoral College seems ridiculous.

First off, Colorado had justjoined the union and decided they didn't have enough money to
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hold an election so their legislature just sent three electoral votes for Hayes. Secondly, fraud
abounded in the states of Florida, Louisiana, and South Carolina. Democrats intimidated
blacks in order to keep them from voting, and Republicans, backed by armed troops, got as
many blacks as possible to vote, as many times as they could. It's impossible to say who would
have legitimately won these states, but most scholars agree Tilden would have won Louisiana
and Florida, and Hayes would have won South Carolina. Lastly, the Electoral Commission set
up by Congress is not part of the normal Electoral College system. It was composed of 8
Republicans and 7 Democrats who voted along political lines to give all the votes to Hayes. It
turns out that the Republicans had secretly made a deal with the Democrats. If the Democrats
would accept the results of the Electoral Commission, the Republicans would end
Reconstruction in the South.

CONCLUSION: To say the Electoral College failed in 1876 is incorrect, because without the
rampant fraud in the South 0 R without a biased Electoral Commission that voted on partisan
lines the popular vote winner, Tilden, probably would have won the electoral vote as well.

1888 - Harrison vs Cleveland

THE CRITICS CHARGE: In this election, critics believe they have their best case against
the Electoral College. Grover Cleveland won the popular vote while Benjamin Harrison won
the electoral vote. Since no major issues of fraud, voter irregularities, or Congressional
meddling is alleged, this is a straight up case of the system being wrong.

BACKGROUND: The main issue, if not the only issue, in the campaign was the tariff,
brought to the forefront by the incumbent president Cleveland. He proposed lowering it,
widely favored in the South; Harrison wanted to keep higher tariffs, widely favored in the
North. One of the most civil and boring elections in history was also one of the closest.
Cleveland had only a 0.8% lead over Harrison in the popular vote.

WHY THE ELECTORAL COLLEGE SHOULDN'T BE BLAMED: While this may be
the critics best example to show the Electoral College is flawed, supporters would say this
election shows why the system works. The Electoral College system encourages candidates to
make their appeal as broad as possible in order to win. Cleveland basically ran a campaign
based on one issue supported by a single region of the country and ran up the vote in that
region, thereby padding his popular vote. In the six southern states of Alabama, Georgia,
Louisiana, Mississippi, South Carolina, and Texas, Cleveland received over 65% of the vote.
In those six states Cleveland beat Harrison by 425,532 votes. In the other 32 states combined,
Harrison beat Cleveland by 334,936 votes.

CONCLUSION: To say the Electoral College failed in 188S is to not understand how the
system works. The Electoral College prevents one region of tne country voting as a block
from unduly directing the outcome of the election to the rest of the country. The real reason
Cleveland won the popular vote (by only 90,536 out of 11,379,131 votes cast) but lost the
election was because of unusually high support in a single region of the country.
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ELECTION 2000

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS ABOUT
THE ELECTORAL COLLEGE AND BACKGROUND INFORMATION

KEY DATES FOR THE ELECTORAL COLLEGE IN 2000

November 7, 2000 —General Election: The voters in each state choose Electors to serve in the Electoral
College. As soon as election results are final, the states prepare seven “Certificates of Ascertainment™ of the
Electors chosen, and send one original along with two certified copies to the Archivist of the United States.

December 18, 2000 —Meeting_of Electors: The Electors in each State meet to select the president and vice
resident of the United States. The Electors record their votes on six “Certificates of Vote ™ wh_mhtﬁr_e paired

\9Vith the six remainint]] original "Certificates of Ascertainment.” The Electors sign, seal and certify th ;
Backa es of electoral votes and immediately send them to tlhe president of the Senate, the Archivist of the

nited”States and other designated federal and state officials.

December 27, 2000 - Deadline for Receipt of Electoral Votes:; the president of the Senate, the Archivist of
the United States, and other designated federal and state officials must have the electoral votes in hand.

January 6, 2001 -Counting Electoral Votes in Con%ress: The Congress meets in joint session to count the
electoral votes (unless Congress passes a law to change the date).

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS ON THE ELECTORAL COLLEGE

Who selects the Electors?

The process for selecting Electors varies throughout the United States. Generally, the political parties
nominate Electors at their s’ate party. conventions.or by a vote of the party's central committee in each state.
Electors are often selected to recoynize their service and dedication to their political party. They may he state
elected officials, party leaders, or lEersons who have a personal or political affiliation with the presidential
candidate. Then the voters in each state choose the Electors on the day of the general election, The Electors
names may or may not appear on the ballot below the name of the candidates funning for president,

depending on the procedure in each State.

What are the qualifications to be an Elector?

The U.S, Constitution contains very few provisions relating to the guahﬁcaﬂons of Electors. Article II, section 1,
clause 2 provides that no senator Or representative, or person hol |n% an Office of Trust or Profit under the
United States, shall be appointed an Elector. As a historical matter, the 14th Amendment provides that state.
officials who have engaged in insurrection or rebellion auainst the United States or given aid and comfort tq its
enemies are gisqualified from serving as Electors. This prohibition relates to ihe post-Civil Wa era. A state's
certification of Electors on its Certificates of Ascertainment is generally sufficient to establish the qualifications

of Electors.
Is a vote for president and vice president meaningful in the Electoral College system?

Yes. within a state a vote has a great deal of significance, Under the Electoral C,ollegfe system, we do not elect
the president and vice president through a direct nationwide vote. The presidential election is decided by the
combined results of 51 state elections (in this context, the term “state™ includes D.C.). Asmqle_vote helps
decide which candidate receives the state's electoral votes. It is possible that an EleCtor could ignore the

results of the popular vote, but that occurs very rarely.
The founders of the nation devised the Electoral College system as part of their plan to share power between
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the states and the national government. Under the federal system adopted In the Constitution, the nationwide
popular vote has no legal significance. As a result, itis Rossm,le that the electoral votes awarded on the hasis
of State elections could produce a different result than the nationwide popular vote. Nevertheless, the
Individual citizen's vote Is important to the outcome of each state election.

Are Electors required to vote for the candidate who won his or her state's popular vote?

There is no Constitutional provision or federal law that requires Electors to vote according to the results of the
popular vote in their states. Some states (24 plus D.C. at last count) require Electors to cast their votes
according to the popular vote. These pledges fall into two categories —Electors bound by state law and those

bound by pledges to political parties.

The Supreme Court has held that the Constitution does not require that Electors be completely free to act as
they choose and therefore, politics," parties ma)( extract pledges from Electors to vote for the parties
nominees. Some state laws provide that so-called "faithless electors™ may be subject to fines or ma?]/ be
disqualified for castm% an invalid vote and be replaced by a substitute Eléctor. The Supreme Court has not
specifically ruled on the question of whether pledges and penalties for failure to vote as pledgfed may be
enforced Under the Constitution. No Elector has éver been prosecuted for failing to vote as pledged.

Toda¥, itis rare for Electors to disregard the porr])ular vote by casting their electoral vote for someone other
than their party's candidate. Electors generally hold a leadership position in their party or were chosen to

recognize years of |oyal service to the party. Throughout our history as a nation, more than 99 percent of
Electors have voted as pledged.

Hotvv7is it possible for the electoral vote to produce a different result than the nationwide popular
vote’

It is important to remember that the president is not chosen by a nationwide e;oopular vote. The electoral vote
totals determine the winner, not the statistical plurality or majority a ¢andidate may have in the nationwide vote

totals. Electoral votes are awarded on the hasis of the popular vote in each state.

Note that 48 out of the 50 states award electoral votes on a winner-takes-all basis (as does D.C.). For
example, all 54 of California’s electoral votes go to the winner of that state election, even if the margin of

victory is only 50.1 percent to 49.9 percent.

In a multi-candidate race where candidates have strong regional appeal, as in 1824, itis quite possible that a
candidate who collects the most votes on a nation-widé basis will not win the electoral vote. In a
two-candidate race, that is less likely to occur. But it did occur in the Hayes-Tilden election of 1876 and the
Harrison-Cleveland election of due to the statistical disparity between vote totals in individual state

elections and the national vote totals.

Why do we still have the Electoral College?

The Electora Colleqe process is part of the original design of the U.S. Constitution. It would be necessary to
pass a constitutional amendment to change this system.

Note that the 12th Amendment, the expansion of voting ri%hts, and the use of the popular vote in the states as
the vehicle for selecting Electors has substantially chafged the process.

Many different proposals to alter the presidential election process have been offered over the years, such as
direct nationwide election by the people, but none have been passed by Congress and sent to'the states for
ratification, Under the most'common method for amendmg the Constitytion, an amendment must be
proposed by a two-thirds majority in both houses of Congress and ratified by three-fourths of the states,

What proposals have been made to change the Electoral College system?

Reference sources indicate that qver the past 200 years, over 700 groposals have been introduced in
Congress to reform or eliminate the Electoral College. There have been more proposals for Constitutional
amendments on changmq the Electoral College than on any other subject. The American Bar Association has
criticize d the Electoral”Callege as “archaic™ and "ambiguous™ and its polling showed 69 percent of lawyers
favored abolishing. it in 1987, But surveys of political sCientists have supported continuation of the Electoral
College. Public opinion polls have showin Americans favored abolishing it by majorities of 58 percent in 1967,
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8L percent in 1968: and 75 percent in 1981

Opinions on the viahility of the Electoral College system may be affected by attjtudes toward third partjes.
Third parties have not fared weil in the Electoral College system. Candidates with regional appeal such as
Governor Strom Thurmond of South Carolina in 19487and Governor George Wallace of Alabama in 1968 won
blocs of electoral votes in the South, which maﬁ have affected the outcome, but did not come close to
seriously challenging the major party winner. The last third party or splinter %arty candidate to make a strong
showing' was Theodore Roosevelt in 1912 (Progresswe, also known as the Bull"Moose Party). He finished a
distant Second in electoral and Ropular votes (taking 88 of the 206 electoral votes needed towin). Although
Ross Perot won 19 percent of the gopular vote nationwide in 1992 (United We Stand Parly, which was the
forerunner of the Reform Party), he did not win any electoral votes since he was not particularly stron% in any
one or several states. Any candidate who wins a majority or plurality of the popular vote has a good chance of
winning in the Electoral College, but there are no guarantees.

How do the 538 electoral votes get divided among the states?

The electoral votes allotted to each state correspond with the number of representatives and senators each
state has in Congress. The distribution of electoral votes among the states can vary every 10years depending

on the results of the U.S. census.

One of the primary functions of the census is to reapportion the 435 members of the House of
Representatives dmong the -Tates, based on the current population, The reapportionment of the House
determines the division”of electoral votes among the states. In the Electoral College, each state gets one
electoral vote for each one of its representatives in the House, plus two electoral Votes for its two senators,

Every state has at least 3 electoral votes because the Constitution grants each state two senators and at least
one representative. In addition to the 535 electoral votes divided among the states, the District of Columbia
has three electoral votes because the 23rd Amendment granted it the Same number of votes as the least

populated state.

If a state gains or loses a con%ressional district, it will also gain or lose an electoral vote. As a result of the
census conducted this year, the number of electoral votes allotted to your state may change for the 2004

election.

What is the difference between the winner-takes-all rule and proportional voting, and which states
follow which rule?

There are 48 States that have a winner-takes-all rule for the Electoral College. In these states, whichever
candidate receives a majont)( of the vote, or a plurality of the popular vote (fess than 50 percent but more than
any other candidate) takes all of the state's electoral votes.

Only two states, Nebraska and Maine, do not follow the winner-takes-all rule. In those states, there could be a
split of electoral votes among candidates through the state's system for proportional allocation of votes. For
example, Maine has four electoral votes and two conPressmnaI districts. ft awards one electoral vote per.
congressignal district and two bY the state-wide, "at-farge" vote. Itis possible for Candidate A to win the first
district and receive one electoral vote, Candidate 8 to win the second district and receive one electoral vote,
and Candidate C, who finished a close_second in both the first and second districts, to win the two at-large
electoral votes. Although this is a possible scenario, it has not actually occurred in recent elections.

Can citizens in U.S. territories vote for president?

No, the Electoral ,Colle?e system does not provide for residents of U.S. territories, such as Puerto Rico
Guam, the U.S. Virgin Tslads and American Samoa to vote for president. Unless citizens in U.S. territories
have official residency (domicile) ina U.S. state or the District of Columbia gand vote by absentee hallot or
&ravel to their state to'vote), the%/ cannot vote in the Rrem lential election, Note that priof to the adoption of the
3rd Amendment, D.C. residents could not vote in the presidential election,

The political parties ma¥ authorize voters in primary elections in teritories to select deleﬁates to represent
them at the political party conventions. But that process does not affect the Electoral Coflege system.

What vv?ould happen if two candidates tied in a state's popular vote, or there was a dispute as to the
winner?
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A tie is a statistically remote possibility even in smaller states. But if a state's popular vote were to come oyt
as a tie between candidates, state |aw would govern as to what procedure would be followed in breaking the
tie. A tie would not be known of until late Novémber or early December, after a recount and after the secretary
of state had certified the election results. Federal law would allow a state to hold a run-off election.

A very close finish coula also result in a run-off election or legal action to decide the winner. Under federal law
3U.S.C. section 5), state law governs on this issue, and would be conclusive in determining the selection of
lectors. The law provides that'if states have laws to determine controversies or contests as to the selection

of Electors, those determinations must be completed six days prior to the day the Electors meet.

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS ON ELECTIONS AND VOTING IN FLORIDA
What percentage comprises a majority win in a primary?

50 percent plus 1

How many voting machines must be provided to each precinct?

One votin(t; machine shall be provided for each 400 electors in the county, except that in any county in which
25 percent or more of the registered electors are 60 years of age or older, the supervisor of elections must
provide at ieast one maching for each 350 registered electors.

Where does a candidate, elector or taxpayer file if he wants to contest the election returns?

With the Clerk of the Circuit Court; must be filed within 10 days of certification of results or within 5days after
canvassing hoard certifies results following a protest.

Where does a candidate or elector file a protest challenging the election returns as erroneous?

With the canvassing hoard Prior to the time the canvassing board certifies the results for the office being
protested or within 5 days after midnight of the date the election is held, whichever occurs later.

Florida's Presidential Electors 2000

On September 1, 2000, each political party that is registered in Florida certified to the Division of Elections the
names of their presidential and vice presidentjal candidates. Along with this certification, each party submitted
the names and addresses of 25 electors. Each state_is entitled to'a number of electors equal to thé number of
members of Con%ress and Senators from the state. These electors that are nominated by the party take an
oath to vote for the candidate on whose behalf the?/ are nominated. In Florida, the presidéntial and’vice
presidential candidate receiving the most votes will be entitled to have his or her electors certified as
members of the electoral college. The electoral college will meet in each state capital on December 18 2000
to vote for president and vice R)Ar/esm,ent. These votes will then be certified to the president of the Senate who
will officiate at the counting in Washington, D.C. on January 6, 2001

LEGAL ASPECTS AND PQOSSIBLE NEXT STEPS

The recount was triggered by the state of Florida, which requires this procedure when less than one-half of 1
percent of the vote Séparates the candidates.

Florida's mandatory vote recount is being suPer\nsed b¥
responsible for cerfl mgBthe results of any election for
UP f the governor (Jeb™Bush), state secrétary of state (
of Elections (Cla¥_ Roberts?. Governor Jeb Bush, Georg
be certifying election results.)

Election results will not be certified until overseas ballots are counted. Overseas ballots must be postmarked
by November 7and received by November 17

Private citizens who have voted in the Florida elections and believe that their constitutional rights (*'one man.

the Election Capvassing Commission, which is
ederal or statewide office. The commission s made.
Katherine Harris), and the state director of the Division
e W. Bush's brother, has stepped aside and will not

3/31/01 5:29 PM



Department of State - International Information Programs -- U.S. Elections 2000

50f 10

hitp://lwww.iisin!b.staie.gov/topical/riglits/elect2000/eo!legefags.him

on

T v,ote"g have been viplated mag file lawsuits in federal district court. Also, if there is an allegation of a
violation

f the Voting Rights Act, 4 lawsuit can also be filed n federal district court.

* Candidates or FE)lrivate citizens who have voted in the Florida elections alleging voting irregularities, or that the

"Will of the people” was subverted, may file lawsuits in Florida state court,

BACKGROUND ARTICLE

Presidential Elections in the United States: A Primer
Congressional Research Sen/ice)

ril 17, . . .
ngin J. Coleman, Analyst in American National Government

Jos%)h E. Cantor, Specialist in American National Government
Thomas H. Neale, Analyst in American National Government

Government & Finance “Division

Summary

Every four years, Americans elect a president and vice president, thereby choosing hoth national leaders and
a course of public policy. The system that qoverns the election of the president combines constitutional and
statutory requirements, rules of the national and state political parties, political traditions, and contemporary

developments and practices.

As initially prescribed by the Constitution, the election of the president was |eft to Electors chosen by the
states. Final authority for selecting the president still rests with the Electoral College, which comprises
Electors from each state equal in"number to the state's total reﬁresentanon in the House and Senate. All but
two states award electoral votes on a winner-take-all basis to the candidate with a plurality of the state's

popular vote.

The ﬁroces,s of electing the president is essentially divided into four stages: (12 the pre-nomination phase, in
which candidates compete in state primary elections and caucuses for delegates to the, national party
conventions; (2) the national conventions-held in the summer of the election ¥ear—|n which the two major
parties nominate candidates for president and vice presjdent and ratify a platform of the parties' policy
positions and goals; (3) the general election campaign, in which the miajor party nominees, as well as any
minor part)( or'independent Contenders, compete forvotes from the entire electorate, culminating. in the
popular vote on election day in November; and (4) the Electoral College phase, in which the preSident and

vice president are officially elected.

Presidential elections in recent years differ in several important respects from those held earlier in American
history, The first is the far wider participation of voters toda)( In determining who the party nominees will be;
the political parties have in recent years given a much greater role to party voters in the States (inlieu of party
leaders) in determining the nominées. The second difference involves the role of the electronic media and,
most récently, the Intémet, both In convequ Information fo the voters, and shapln%the course of the
campaign. Third, the financing of presidential campaigns is substantially governed by a system of public
funding’in the pre-nomination; convention, and general elect|on,i)hases, enacted in the 1970s in response to
Increasing cam a||gn costs in an electronic age and the concomitant fundrajsing pressures on candidates.
Thus, corttemporary presidential elections blénd both traditional asPec,ts of law"and practice and
contemporary aspects of a larger, more complex, and more technologically advanced society.

For additional information on the contemporary role ol the Electoral College, see CRS Report RS20273, The

Electoral College: How it Operates in Contemporary Presidential Elections.

Electoral College

When voters %o to the polls on election day, they actually cast their votes for a slate of Electors, who are
entrusted by the Constitution with election’of the president and vice president. The Electors are known

collectively as the Electoral College.

The Electoral College in the Constitution
The question of the manner in which the president was to be elected was debated at great length at the
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Constitutional Convention of 1787. At one point, the dele?ates voted for selection by Congress; ather
proposals considered were for election hy: the peoPIe at arge; ?overnors of the several states; Electors
chosen by stafe legislatures, and a special group of membefr's of Congress chosen by lot, Eventually, the
matter wds referred to a "committee on postponed matters,” which arrived at a compromise: the Eléctoral

College system.
Size of the Electoral College and Allocation of Electoral Votes

The Electoral College, as established by the Constitution and modified by the 12th and 23rd Amendments,
currently includes 538 members: one for each senator and representative, and three for the District of
Columbia (under the 23rd Amendment of 1961). It has no continuing existence or function apart from that

entrusted to it

Each state has a numbgr of electoral votes equal to the combined numerical total of its Senate and House
delegation. Since the size of state delegations in the House of Re?resentatlves may change_after the
reapportionment mandated b% the decennial census, the size of state representation in thé Electoral College
has similarly fluctuated. The most recent House reapportionment and reallocation of electoral votes followed

the 1990 census, in effect for the 1992 1996 and presidential elections. Current electoral vote
allocations are listed below.

Qualifications for the Office of Elector

Article Il, section Lof the Constitution OProvides that, “No Senator or Representative, or person ,holdin,? an.
office of trust or profit under the Unitea States shall be appointed an elector,” Aside from this disqualification,
any person is qualified to be an Elector for president and vice president.

Number of Electoral Votes by State:

1992-2000
‘Alabama — o
“Alaska — s

Arizona — 8
| Arkansas — 6

California — sa
IColorado — 8

Connecticut — 8
IDelaware —s
District of Columbia — s

Florida — 25

Georgla — 13

Hawall — 4

|[daho — 4

Illinois — 22

Indiana — 12

lowa — 7

Kansas — 6

Kentucky — 8

Louisiana — o

Maing — 4

Maryland — 10

Massachusetts — 12

Michigan — 18

Minnesota, — 10

Mississippl — 7

Missouri — 11

Montana — 3

Nebraska — s
:Nevada — 4

New Hampshire — 4
:New Jersey — 1s
INew Mexico — s
INew York — 33
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North Carolina — 14
North Dakota — 3
Ohio — 24
Oklahoma —8
Qregon — 7
Pennsylvania — 23
RhodeIsland — 4
South Carolina — 8
South Dakota — 3
Tennessee — 11

Texas — 2
|Utah — 5

| Vermont — 3
Virginia — 13

Washington — 11
West Virginia — 5
|Wisconsin — 11
Wyoming — 3

Total — 538
Required for Election: 270

Nomination of Elector Candidates

The Constitution does not specify procedures for the nomination of candidates for the office of presidential
Elector. The states have adopted various methods of nomination for Elector candidates, of which the two
most popular are b)éstate party convention, used In 36 states, and by state party committee, used.m 10
states, n practice, Elector candidates tend to be prominent state and local officeholders, party activists, and

other citizens associated with the party that nominates them.

A list of Elector candidates and those chosen as Electors in each state may be obtained from the secretaries
of state (Commonwealth), at the state capital. Lists of Electors for 1992 and 1996 and other related
information may be obtainea from the National Archives and Records Administration's Electoral College home

page at: http://www.nara.gov/fedreg/ec-hmpge.html

Selection of Electors

The Constitution left the method of selecting Electors and of awarding electoral votes to the states. In the
%rf%years of the Republic, many states provided for selection of EleCtors by the state legislatures. Since
Call states have provided for popular election of Electors for president and vice president.

General Ticket System

In 48 states and the District of Columbia, all electoral votes are awarded to the slate that receives a plurality of
popular votes In the state. This practice Is variously known as the general ticket or winner-take-all system.

The general ticket system usually tends to exaggerate the wmmnq candidates’ margin of wctorg, as compared
with the share of popular votes received. For inStance, in 1996, Bill Clinton and Al Gore won 49.2 percent of
the popular vote, as compared wii, - 107 %ercent by Bob Dole and Jack Kemp. The Democrats' electoral vote
margin of 379 to 159 was a much higher 70.4 percent of the total, due to the fact that the Democratic ticket

received a plurality vote in 32 statesand the District of Columbia.

District System

CurrentIP/, Maine and Nebraska provide the only exception fo the general ticket method, awarding one
electoral vote to the ticket gaining the most votes in each of their Congressional districts, and awarding the
remaining two (representing theif senatorial allotment) to the winners of the most votes statewide. This
variation,”more widely used'in the 19th century, is known as the district system.

The "Faithless Elector"
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The Foundln? Fathers intended that individual Electors be free agents, voting for the candioates theY thought

most fit to hold office. In practice, however, Electors are not expected to exercise their own judgment, but,

rather, to ratify the people's choice by voting for the candidates winning the most popular votes in their state.

De?jﬁe this understanding, there is no constitutional provision requiring Electors to vote as they have

ledged. Over %h% ears, % nFmbe"r of Electors have voted against the Voters" instructions, known as the
neriomenon of thé unfaithful, or “faithless, Elector.

Although a number of states have laws which seek to hind the Electors to the popular vote winners, the

preﬁonderance of opinion among constitutional scholars holds that Electors remain free agents. Moreover, all

of the seven votes of the faithless Electors between 1948 and 1988 were recorded as cast. The most recent

occurrence was in 1983 when a West Virginia Democratic Elector voted for Lloyd Bentsen for president and

Michael Dukakis for vice president.

Winning the Presidency

The 12th Amendment of the Constitution requires that winning candidates receive an absolute majority of
electoral votes (currently 270 of the 538 tota(ll).

Counting the Electoral Votes

Once the voters have chosen the members of the Electoral College, the Electors meet to ratify the popular
choices for president and vice president. The Constitution Rrowdes &a%am, in the 12th Amendment) that they
assemble in their respective states. Congress has establisned (in 3 U.S.C. 8) the first Monday after the
second Wednesday in December following their election as the date for casting electoral votés, at such place

in each state as the legislature directs.

In practice, the Electors almost always meet in the state capital, usually at the state house or capitol building,
often in one of the Ieg|slat|ve chambeérs. The votes are counted and recorded, the results are certified by the

governor and forwarded to the president of the U.S. Senate (the vice president).

The electoral vote certificates are opened and counted at a joint session of the Congress, held, as mandated
S.C. 15), on January 6 following the Electors' meeting %or,b custom, on the néxt day, if it falls on a
unday); the vice presidént presides. Electoral votes are Counted by the newly elected Congress, which
convenes on January 3 The winning candidates are then declared to have héen elected.

A major criticism of the Electoral CoIIe%e Is that it could deny victory to the candidate with the most popular
votes, which can occur when one ticket wins the requisite miajority of Electors but Igets fewer popular votes
than its op?onent s%. Popular vote winners have failed to win ‘tne presidency on three occasions since
adoption of the 12th Amendment: in 1824 1876, and 1833, In 1824, the eléctoral vote was split among four
candidates, necessnatm% election by the House of Representatives, which chose the nE),op,ular vote runner-up,
In 1876, due to contested returns from four states, Congress set up an electoral commission, which awarded
the disputed votes to the apparent popular vote runner-up, resulting in a one-vote marﬂm in the Electoral
Gollege. In 1883, the apparent popular vote runner-up won a comfortable Electoral College majority. Electoral
College "misfires” are listed below.
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Presidents Elected Without A Plurality of the Popular Vote
(‘Elected Presidents ini bold)

j1824 Andrew Jackson 152933 votes 9 electoral votes
John Quincy Adams* 115696 votes 84 electoral votes
William H. Crawford 46979 votes 41 electoral votes
Henry Clay 47136 votes 37 electoral votes

g 8 Samuel J. Tilden 4287670 votes 184 electoral votes
Rutherford B. Hayes* 4,035924 votes 185 electoral votes

11838 Grover Cleveland 5540,365 votes 168 electoral votes
Benjamin Harrison* 5445269 votes 233 electoral votes i

Electoral College Deadlock and Other Contingencies

The Constitution, in the 12th Amendment, provides for cases inwhich no slate of candidates receives the
reclwred Electoral College maL?nty, a process usually referred to as contingent election. Under these
circymstances, the HouSe of Representatives elects the president, choosing from among the three
candidates receiving the most electoral votes, with each state casting a single vote.

In the course of the usual presidential election, in which onIY the two major party candidates have a chance of

victory, such occurrencgs ar extrem\e/\lly Tnllke,lr%/. In those elections characterized by the emergence of a
strong third ﬁartycanm ate,?George allace in 1968 John Anderson in 1980, and Ross Perot in 1992),

Electoral College deadlock is possible. Only ance since adoption of the 12th Amendment, in the
four-candidate election of 1824 was the president - John Quincy Adams —elected by the House of

Representatives.

If there is no electoral vote majority, election of vice president is entrusted to the Senate, with each member
casting one vote, choosing from the two candidates with the most electoral votes. Only once, in 1837, did the
Senate so elect a vice president —Richard M. Johnson. Although Democratic presidential nominee Martin
Van Buren won a clear Electoral College majority, votes were cast for two Democratic vice presidential
candidates, yielding a three-way conteSt requiring Senate resolution.

In the event contingent election is necessary, the House has two weeks between counting the electoral votes
(January 6) and Inauguration Day (January20) in which to elect a president. Ifitis unablé’to do so dunng this
fime, the vice president-elect, assuming ofe has been chosen by the Electors or the Senate, serves as acting
president until the House resolves its deadlock. In the event the Senate has been similarly unable to elect a
vice president, the speaker of the House of Representatives serves as acting president until a president or
vice president is elected, but he must resign the offices of both speaker and representative in order to So
serve. In the event there is no speaker, or'the speaker fails to qualify, then the president pro-tempore of the
Senate (the longest serving senator of the majority party) becomes acting president, under identical

resignation requirements.

Further information:

Electoral College Homeuage

Federal Election Commission

Center for Voting and Democracy

Presidential Election Lav/s

A Procedural Guide to the Electoral College
"Presidential Elections and Vacancies": U.S. Code
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Historical Background

By: The US National Archives and Records Administration

"The Electoral Colleges one of the more difficult parts of the American electoral
process to understand. W hile election of the president and vice-president was
provided for in Article IlI, Section 1, Clauses 2, 3, and 4 of the U.S. Constitution,
the process today has moved substantially away from the framers' original intent.
Over the years acombination of several factors has influenced the Electoral
College and the electoral process. These include key presidential elections such as

the ones between John Adams and Thomas Jefferson in 1796 and 1800, the

development of the political party system, and the passage of the 12th Amendment.

The framers of the Constitution considered the election of the president and
vice-president to be a major issue, and most were apprehensive about the obvious
options. Election of the president by Congress would upset the balance of power
between the executive and the legislative branches, while election by the people
might not put the best person in the office. Many believed that Americans were too

spread out and thus unable to be adequately informed to make such an important

decision.

Alexander Hamilton drafted the compromise that was to be included in the
Constitution. Under this system, when a citizen voted in the presidential election,
he was actually casting a vote to choose a presidential elector. In theory, a citizen's

vote is cast the same way today. Hamilton's plan included eight major points.

1. Each state would be allocated a number of electors equal to the sum of its

senators and members of the House of Representatives.

2. State legislatures would decide the methods for choosing electors in their

respective states.

3. Electors would meet in their own states, each casting two votes on one ballot,

each vote for a different candidate for president.

4. The president of the Senate would open and count the electoral votes before a

joint session of Congress,

5. The candidate who received the largest number of electoral votes, which was

also the majority of the Electoral College, would become president.

6. The candidate who received the second largest number of votes would become

vice-president.

7. In the case of a tie between candidates that also constituted a majority of the
electoral votes, the House would choose the president from among them. If no
person had a majority of the electoral votes, then the House would choose the
president from among the five highest candidates on the list. Voting would be by

state; a majority of the states would be needed for a choice to be made.
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8. The vice-president would always be the person having the largest number of

votes after the president. In the case of a tie between two or more, the Senate would

choose from them.

The original Electoral College plan worked successfully for the two times that
George Washington was elected president. However, a major flaw became apparent
after the election of 1796. According to the Constitution each elector cast only one
ballot with two names on it. John Adams, a Federalist, received the largest number
of votes. Thom as Jefferson, the Democratic Repuolican, lost to Adams by three
votes and became vice-president. The framers were not in favor of political parties
and had made no mention of them in the Constitution. Yet here were a president
and vice-president from different parties, and Adams and Jefferson were strongly
opposed on many major issues including states' rights, the power and size of the
national government, and tariffs. The outcome of the election of 1796 would

influence the way electors would be chosen as well as how they would vote in

future elections.

In the election of 1800 John Adams, the incumbent, again faced Thomas Jefferson.
This time the Democratic Republican electors were urged to vote the party ticket,
that is, Thomas Jefferson for president and Aaron Burr for vice-president.
Seventy-three electors did just that, resulting in a tie for president between
Jefferson and Burr. Under the Constitution, the vote moved to the House where
Federalists desiring to embarrass Jefferson voted for Burr, forcing the ballot 35

times over six days. Finally, Alexander Ham ilton reluctantly supported Jefferson

and the tie was broken.

The election of 1800 had several lasting effects on the Electoral College system. It

was the first time that a two-candidate ticket was promoted by a party, as well as
the beginning of the practice of nominating electors who pledged to autom atically
vote the party ticket. This new development was directly opposed to the framers'
original version of the electors as "free agents'™ or informed, respectable,
independent citizens from each state. By 1804, the 12th Amendment was passed,
making up for the weakness in the original Clause 3. Never again would such a tie

be possible, as separate ballots would now be cast for president and vice-president.

The Election of 1824 and the featured document, The Tally of the 1824 Electoral
College Vote bring to light two important points about the electoral system, one of
them constitutional and the other borne of the political party system. The election
of 1824 had several candidates as serious contenders. The official Republican
candidate, W illiam H. Crawford of Georgia, was nominated by a caucus, a private
meeting of party leaders, but he lacked the backing of much of the party.
Challenging Crawford and bucking the caucus nominating method, were
Republicans Andrew Jackson of Tennessee, Henry Clay of Kentucky, and John
Quincy Adams of Massachusetts. Nomination by the caucus had been under fire for
years as being undemocratic, and the issue reached its peak by 1824. (Today most

states use direct primaries to nominate candidates while a small number still use

nominating conventions.)

W ith so many candidates in the election of 1S24, it's not surprising that no

candidate received a majority of votes in the Electoral College. Andrew Jackson
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had a pIuraIitY of hoth the popular vote (40.3%) and the Electoral College vote, but
he did not hold the constitutional requirement of a majority of the electoral votes.
For the first time, the presidential election vote proceeded to the House of
Representatives. There, John Quincy Adams was chosen primarily because Henry
Clay, never aJackson supporter, glaced his support behind Adams. Jackson was
outraged after Adams appointed Clay secretary of state, and he Broclmmed ita
"corrupt bargain." While he was never able to prove any actual bribery or.
corruption occurred, the accusation endured and influenced the next election, as

well as Clay's political career.

Today most Americans perceive the Electoral College as a formality necessitated
by the Constitution. Electors meet in their states on the Monday after the second
Wednesday in December and cast their votes just as they did in 1824. The votes are
sealed and sent by registered mail to Washm%ton, D.C., where they are opened and
counted before ajoint session of Congress when they convene in January. In recent
history rarely has an elector failed to vote automaﬂcalh{ for the candidate wmnmg
his or her state's popular votes. In 1976 . Republican elector in Washington vote
for Ronald Reagan instead of Gerald Ford, the Re_Bubhc_an Party's candidate. In
1972, a Republican from Virginia voted for the Libertarian candidate rather than

the Republican, Richard Nixon.

There are critics today who gojnt to several remaining flaws in the Electoral
College system. The most obvious of these is the risk that the popular vote winner
will not receive the majority of votes in the Electoral College. The winner-take-all
feature of the system makes this a gOSSIblllty, yet it has happened only three times
in our history: 1824, 1876, and 1588. Another point of criticism is that the electoral
vote distribution is not proportional to the popular vote distribution because of the
automatic two votes per state provision. If you contrast the number of electoral
voteslger person in California and Alaska, this point is clear. "Faithless electors," as
described earlier in the 1972 and 1976 examPIes, are also a flaw according to
opponents, Yet never has a broken pledge affected the outcome of an election.
Finally, critics highlight as unfair the provisions calling for choice by the House or
the Senate in the case of a tie or lack of majority. Voting by state gives small states
the same weight as large states, and if a state's representatives were divided, its vote
could be relinquished. Additionally, a strong third party candidate could make it
difficult for any candidate to earn a majority.

Different opponents and critics of the present system have developed various
alternatives over the years. Twice in recent history, in 1969 and 1979,
constitutional amendments have been introduced to Congress but failed to pass.
Proposals range from a district plan similar to the way members of Congress are
chosen to a proportional plan where the candidates get the same proportion of the
electoral votes as the% do the popular vote in each state. Some have even proposed
doing away with the Electoral College and moving to direct popular election.

Proponents of the Electoral College claim first that critics exaggerate the risks in
our present system, pointing to the very small number of occasions where their
concerns have come to fruition. Only two elections in our history ever were decided
in the House and none since 1825, Also, the loser of the popular vote has been
elected only three times, and that has not happened in more than 100 years. They
would add that the present Electoral College Is a tried and true system, and we
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would be foolish to risk experimenting with a new one. Finally, the system s
efficient, it identifies a winner quickly, and it avoids recounts.

The Federal Register's Electoral College web page is an additional resource for
more detailed information regarding the functions of the Electoral College and
presidential election statistics from 1789 through 1992
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US CONSTITUTION Article. II.

Isv: The I'S .Xttliniiul Archives uiul Records Administration -«

Section. 1
The executive Power shall be vested in a President of the United States of America.

He shall hold his Office during the Term of four Years, and, together with the Vice
President, chosen for the same Term, be elected, as follows:

Each State shall appoint, in such Manner as the LePisIature thereof may direct, a
Number of Electors, equal to the whole Number of Senators and Representatives to
which the State may be entitled in the Congress: but no Senator or Representative,
or Person holding an Office of Trust or Profit under the United States, shall be

appointed an Elector.

The Electors shall meet in their respective Stales, and vote bv Ballot for two
Persons, of whom one at least shall not be an Inhabitant of the same Slate with
themselves. And thev shall make a List of all the Persons voted for, and of the
Number of Votes for each: which List they shall sign and certify, and transmit
sealed to the Seat of the Government of the United States, directed to the President
of the Senate. The President of the Senate shall, in the Presence of the Senate and
House of Representatives, open all the Certificates, and the Votes shall then be
counted. The Person having the greatest Number of Votes shall be the President, if
such Number be a Majority of the whole Number of Electors appointed: and if
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there be more than one who have such Majority, and have an equal Number of
Votes, then the House of Representatives shall' immediately chuse by_ Ballot one of
them for President: and if no Person have a Majority, then from the five highest on
the List the said House shall in like Manner chuse the President. But in chusing the
President, the Votes shall be taken by States, the Representation from each State
having one Vote: A quorum for this purpose shall consist of a Member or Members
from two thirds of the States, and a Majorlt?; of all the States shall be necessary to a
Choice. In every Case, after the Choice of the President, the Person having the
greatest Number of Votes of the Electors shall be the Vice President. But if there
should remain two or more who have equal Votes, the Senate shall chuse from

them bv Ballot the Vice President.

The Congress may determine the Time of chusin? the Electors, and the Day on
which they shall give their Votes; which Day shall be the same throughout the

United States.

No Person except a natural born Citizen, or a Citizen of the United States, at the
time of the Adoption of this Constitution, shall be eligible to the Office of
President; neither shall any Person be eligible to that Office who shall not have
attained to the Age of thirty five Years, and been fourteen Years a Resident within

the United States.

In Case of the Removal of the President from Office, or of his Death. Resignation.
or Inability to discharge the Powers and Duties of the said Office, the Same shall
devolve on the Vice President, and the Congress mav bv Law provide for the Case
of Removal. Death. Resignation or Inability, both of the President and Vice
President, declaring what Officer shall then act as President, and such Officer shall
act accordingly, until the Disability be removed, or a President shall be elected.

The President shall, at stated Times, receive for his Services, a Compensation,
which shall neither be increased nor diminished during the Period for which he
shall have been elected, and he shall not receive within that Period any other
Emolument from the United States, or any of them.

Before he enter on the Execution of his Office, he shall take the following Oath or
Affirmation:-"l do solemnly swear (or affirm) that | will faithfully execute the
Office of President of the United States, and will to the best of my Ability,
preserve, protect and defend the Constitution of the United States."

Section. 2. ) ) .
The President shall be Commander in Chiefof the Army and Navy of the United

States, and of the Militia of the several States, when called into the actual Service
of the United States; he may require the Opinion, |n_wr|t|n?, of the principal Officer
in each of the executive Departments, upon any Subject relating to the Duties of
their respective Offices, and he shall have Power to grant Reprieves and Pardons
for Offences against the United States, except in Cases of Impeachment.

He shall have Power, by and with the Advice and Consent of the Senate, to make

@ Treaties, provided two thirds of the Senators present concur; and he shall nominate,
and by and with the Advice and Consent of the Senate, shall appoint Ambassadors,

other public Ministers and Consuls, Judges of the supreme Court, and all other
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Officers of the United States, whose Appointments are not herein otherwise
provided for, and which shall be established by Law: but the Congress may by Law
vest the Ap{)omtment of such inferior Officers, as they think proper, in the
President alone, in the Courts of Law, or in the Heads of Departments.

The President shall have Power to fill up all Vacancies that may happen during the
Recess of the Senate, by granting Commissions which shall expire at the End of

their next Session.

Section. 3. _ _ .
He shall from time to time give to the Congress Information of the State of the

Union, and recommend to their Consideration such Measures as he shall judge
necessary and expedient; he may, on extraordinary Occasions, convene both
Houses, or either of them, and in Case of Disagreement between them, with
Respect to the Time of Adjournment, he may adjourn them to such Time as he shall
think dproper; he shall receive Ambassadors and other public Ministers; he shall
take Care that the Laws be faithfully executed, and shall Commission all the

Officers of the United States.

Section. 4. . _ o _ _
The President, Vice President and all civil Officers of the United States, shall be

removed from Office on Impeachment for, and Conviction of, Treason, Bribery, or
other high Crimes and Misdemeanors."

The House of Representatives Selects a

President
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Click here for the 1500 Electoral Vote Tally
Election of 1800

Thomas Jefferson, President (Dem.-pr.) with popular votes and 73 electoral
Votes.
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® Aaron Burr (Dem.-Rep. party) had 73 electoral votes.

» John Adams (Federalist party) had 65 electoral votes.

1 C.C. Pinckney (Federalist party?1 had 64 electoral votes.
« John Jay (Federalist party) had 1lelectoral vote.

Tie decided by the House of Representatives

Democrat-Republicans: 69
Federalists: 36

Sefferson ot Burn? Theformerwithoutalldoubt.” - Quote from Alexander
Hamilton to Gouverneur Morris, December 24,1500

Text by: The US National Archives and Records Administration

By the election of 1800, the nation’s two parties had taken more definite shape. The
Presidential race was hotly contested between Federalist President, John Adams,
and Democratic-Republicans, Thomas Jefferson. Because the Constitution did not
distinguish between President and Vice-President in the votes cast by each state’s
electors in the electoral college, both Jefferson and his running mate Burr received

73 votes.

The tie threw the election into the House of Representatives, controlled by the
Federalists. For weeks, on each of the 35 ballots taken, neither _
Democratic-Republican candidate received a majority. Many Federalists saw
Jefferson as their principal foe, whose election was to be avoided at all costs, but
Federalist leader Alexander Hamilton distrusted Burr more than he feared Jefferson
and suggested to others in his party that a lefferson Presidency would be a
moderate one. Jefferson also indirectly conveyed this view to the Federalists and on
February 17, 150i, on the 36th ballot, Jefferson was elected.

In addition to ending the political intrigue surrounding the election, Jefferson’s
inauguration and the Demacratic-Republican takeover of Congress set an important
precedent. It marked the first peaceful transfer of power between political parties in

American history.
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