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T h e  e le c t o r a l  c o l le g e  is  b a s e d  u p o n  r e p u b l ic a n  p r in c ip le s  th a t  d is c o u r a g e  m o b - r u le .  

U n d e r  th e  e le c t o r a l  c o l le g e  s y s t e m  th a t  o u r  f o r e f a t h e r s  v e r y  c a r e f u l l y  a n d  s k i l l f u l l y  d e s ig n e d  

e a c h  S ta t e  is  a l lo c a t e d  an  E le c t o r  f o r  e a c h  o f  it s  tw o  U . S .  S e n a to r s ,  p lu s  a n  e le c t o r  f o r  e a c l i  

o f  it s  U . S .  R e p r e s e n t a t iv e s .  T h i s  a l lo w s  S ta t e s  th e  s a m e  e q u a l v o ic e  t h e y  h a v e  in  th e  U . S .  

S e n a te  f o r  s e le c t io n  o f  th e  P r e s id e n t ,  w h i le  w e ig h in g  in  o n  in d iv id u a l s  o f  e a c h  s ta te  th r o u g h  

th e  U . S .  H o u s e  f o r m u la .  A s  p o p u la t io n  c h a n g e s  a n d  m ig r a te s ,  th e  n u m b e r  o f  E le c t o r s  w i l l  

c h a n g e  w i t h  th e  C e n s u s  e v e r y  te n  y e a r s  as w i l l  th e  n u m b e r  o f  r e p r e s e n t a t iv e s  f r o m  e a c h  s ta te  

in  th e  U . S .  H o u s e .

I f  n o t  f o r  th e  e le c t o r a l  c o l le g e ,  A la s k a  w o u ld  h a v e  n o  v o ic e  in  th e  s e le c t io n  o f  a  

P r e s id e n t .  T o d a y  w e  h a v e  th re e  o f  th e  5 3 8  e le c t o r a l  v o te s  g iv in g  u s  a  l i t t le  m o re  th a n  xh  o f  

1% o f  th e  v o ic e  in  th e  P r e s id e n t ia l  v o te , r e p r e s e n t s  o n e - f i f t h  o f  th e  to ta l la n d  m a s s  in  th e  

U n i t e d  S ta t e s .  T h a t  v o ic e  w o u ld  d im in is h  c o n s id e r a b ly  in  a  p o p u la r  v o te  a n d  th e  m a s s iv e  

v o te  o f  u rb a n  A m e r i c a  w o u ld  m a k e  o u r  d e c is io n s  f o r  u s .
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T h e  m o d e  o f  a p p o in tm e n t  o f  th e  C h i e f  M a g is t r a t e  o f  th e  U n i t e d  S ta t e s  :3 a lm o s t  th e  o n ly  p a r t  

o f  th e  s y s t e m ,  o f  a n y  c o n s e q u e n c e ,  v v n ic h  h a s  e s c a p e d  w it h o u t  s e v e r e  c e n s u r e ,  o r  w h ic h  h a s  

r e c e iv e d  th e  s l ig h t e s t  m a r k  o f  a p p r o b a t io n  f r o m  it s  opp t. ' " n l s .  T h e  m o s t  p la u s ib le  o f  th e s e , 

w h o  h a s  a p p e a r e d  in  p r in t ,  h a s  e v e n  d e ig n e d  to  a d m it  th a t th e  e le c t io n  o f  th e  P r e s id e n t  is  

p r e t t y  w e l l  g u a rd e d .  I v e n tu r e  s o m e w h a t  f u r t h e r ,  a n d  h e s ita te  n o t  to  a f f i r m ,  th a t  i f  th e  m a n n e r  

o f  i t  b e  n o t  p e r f e c t ,  it  is  a t le a s t  e x c e l le n t .  I t  u n i t e s  in  an  e m in e n t  d e g r e e  a l l  th e  a d v a n t a g e s ,  th e  

u n io n  o f  w h ic h  w a s  to  b e  w is h e d  fo r .

I t  w a s  d e s ir a b le  th a t  th e  s e n s e  o f  th e  p e o p le  s h o u ld  o p e r a te  in  th e  c h o ic e  o f  th e  p e r s o n  to  

w h o m  s o  im p o r t a n t  a  t r u s t  w a s  to  b e  c o n f id e d .  T h i s  e n d  w i l l  b e  a n s w e r e d  b y  c o m m it t i n g  th e  

r ig h t  o f  m a k in g  it ,  n o t  to  a n y  p r e e s t a b l is h e d  b o d y ,  b u t  to  m e n  c h o s e n  b y  th e  p e o p le  f o r  th e  

s p e c ia l  p u r p o s e ,  a n d  a t th e  p a r t ic u la r  c o n ju n c t u r e .

I t  w a s  e q u a l ly  d e s ir a b le ,  th a t th e  im m e d ia t e  e le c t io n  s h o u ld  b e  m a d e  b y  m e n  m o s t  c a p a b le  o f  

a n a ly z in g  th e  q u a l i t ie s  a d a p te d  to  th e  s t a t io n ,  a n d  a c t in g  u n d e r  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  f a v o r a b le  to  

d e l ib e r a t io n ,  a n d  to  a  j u d i c i o u s  c o m b in a t io n  o f  a l l  th e  r e a s o n s  a n d  in d u c e m e n t s  w h ic h  w e r e  

p r o p e r  to  g o v e r n  t h e ir  c h o ic e .  A  s m a l l  n u m b e r  o f  p e r s o n s ,  s e le c t e d  b y  t h e ir  f e l l o w - c i t i z e n s  

f r o m  th e  g e n e r a l m a s s ,  w i l l  b e  m o s t  l i k e l y  to  p o s s e s s  th e  in f o r m a t io n  a n d  d is c e r n m e n t  

r e q u is i t e  to  s u c h  c o m p l ic a t e d  in v e s t ig a t io n s .

It w a s  a ls o  p e c u l ia r ly  d e s ir a b le  to  a f f o r d  a s  l i t t le  o p p o r t u n it y  as  p o s s ib le  to  t u m u lt  a n d  

d is o r d e r .  T h i s  e v i l  w a s  n o t  le a s t  to  b e  d r e a d e d  in  th e  e le c t io n  o f  a  m a g is t r a t e ,  w h o  w a s  to  h a v e  

s o  im p o r t a n t  an  a g e n c y  in  th e  a d m in is t r a t io n  o f  th e  g o v e r n m e n t  a s  th e  P r e s id e n t  o f  th e  U n i t e d  

S ta te s .  B u t  th e  p r e c a u t io n s  w h ic h  h a v e  b e e n  s o  h a p p i l y  c o n c e r t e d  in  th e  s y s t e m  u n d e r  

c o n s id e r a t io n ,  p r o m is e  a n  e f f e c t u a l  s e c u r i t y  a g a in s t  th is  m is c h ie f .  T h e  c h o ic e  o f  S E V E R A L ,  

to  f o r m  an  in t e r m e d ia t e  b o d y  o f  e le c t o r s ,  w i l l  b e  m u c h  le s s  a p t  to  c o n v u ls e  th e  c o m m u n i t y  

w i t h  a n y  e x t r a o r d in a r y  o r  v io le n t  m o v e m e n t s ,  th a n  th e  c h o ic e  o f  O N E  w h o  w a s  h im s e l f  to  b e  

th e  f in a l  o b j e c t  o f  th e  p u b l i c  w is h e s .  A n d  a s  th e  e le c t o r s ,  c h o s e n  in  e a c h  S ta te ,  a re  to  a s s e m b le  

a n d  v o te  in  th e  S ta t e  in  w h ic h  th e y  a re  c h o s e n ,  t h is  d e ta c h e d  a n d  d iv id e d  s i t u a t io n  w i l l  e x p o s e  

th e m  m u c h  le s s  to  h e a ts  a n d  f e rm e n t s ,  w h ic h  m ig h t  b e  c o m m u n ic a t e d  f r o m  th e m  to  th e  

p e o p le ,  th a n  i f  t h e y  w e re  a l l  to  b e  c o n v e n e d  a t  o n e  t im e ,  in  o n e  p la c e .

N o t h in g  w a s  m o r e  to  b e  d e s ir e d  th a n  th a t  e v e r y  p r a c t ic a b le  o b s t a c le  s h o u ld  b e  o p p o s e d  to  

c a b a l,  in t r ig u e ,  a n d  c o r r u p t io n .  T h e s e  m o s t  d e a d ly  a d v e r s a r ie s  o f  r e p u b l ic a n  g o v e r n m e n t  

m ig h t  n a t u r a l ly  h a v e  b e e n  e x p e c t e d  to  m a k e  t h e ir  a p p r o a c h e s  f r o m  m o re  th a n  o n e  q u e r t e r ,  b u t  

c h ie f l y  f r o m  th e  d e s ir e  in  f o r e ig n  p o w e r s  to  g a in  a n  im p r o p e r  a s c e n d a n t  in  o u r  c o u n c i l s .  H o w  

c o u ld  th e y  b e t te r  g r a t i f y  t h is ,  th a n  b y  r a is in g  a  c r e a tu r e  o f  t h e ir  o w n  to  th e  c h ie f  m a g is t r a c y  o f  

th e  U n io n ?  B u t  th e  c o n v e n t io n  h a v e  g u a r d e d  a g a in s t  a l l  d a n g e r  o f  t h is  s o r t ,  w i t h  th e  m o s t  

p r o v id e n t  a n d  j u d ic i o u s  a t te n t io n .  T h e y  h a v e  n o t  m a d e  th e  a p p o in tm e n t  o f  th e  P r e s id e n t  to  

d e p e n d  o n  a n y  p r e e x is t in g  b o d ie s  o f  m e n ,  w h o  m ig h t  b e  t a m p e re d  w i t h  b e fo r e h a n d  to  

p r o s t i t u t e  t h e ir  v o te s ;  b u t  th e y  h a v e  r e f e r r e d  it  in  th e  f i r s t  in s t a n c e  to  a n  im m e d ia t e  a c t  o f  th e  

p e o p le  o f  A m e r i c a ,  to  b e  e x e r t e d  in  th e  c h o ic e  o f  p e r s o n s  f o r  th e  t e m p o r a r y  a n d  s o le  p u r p o s e  

o f  m a k in g  th e  a p p o in tm e n t .  A n d  th e y  h a v e  e x c lu d e d  f r o m  e l i g i b i l i t y  to  t h is  t ru s t ,  a l l  t h o s e  w h o  

f r o m  s i t u a t io n  m ig h t  b e  s u s p e c te d  o f  t o o  g re a t  d e v o t io n  to  th e  P r e s id e n t  in  o f f i c e .  N o  s e n a to r ,
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r e p r e s e n t a t iv e ,  o r  o t h e r  p e r s o n  h o ld in g  a p la c e  o f  t r u s t  o r  p r o f i t  u n d e r  th e  U n i t e d  S ta t e s ,  c a n  b e  

o f  th e  n u m b e r s  o f  th e  e le c t o r s .  T h u s  w i t h o u t  c o r r u p t in g  th e  b o d y  o f  th e  p e o p le ,  th e  im m e d ia t e  

a g e n ts  in  th e  e le c t io n  w i l l  a t le a s t  e n t e r  u p o n  th e  t a s k  f r e e  f r o m  a n y  s in is t e r  b ia s .  T h e i r  

t r a n s ie n t  e x is t e n c e ,  a n d  t h e ir  d e ta c h e d  s it u a t io n ,  a lr e a d y  ta k e n  n o t ic e  o f ,  a f f o r d  a  s a t is f a c t o r y  

p r o s p e c t  o f  t h e ir  c o n t in u in g  s o ,  to  th e  c o n c lu s io n  o f  it . T h e  b u s in e s s  o f  c o r r u p t io n ,  w h e n  i t  is  

to  e m b r a c e  s o  c o n s id e r a b le  a  n u m b e r  o f  m e n , r e q u ir e s  t im e  as w e l l  as  m e a n s .  N o r  w o u ld  it  b e  

f o u n d  e a s y  s u d d e n ly  to  e m b a r k  th e m , d is p e r s e d  a s  th e y  w o u ld  b e  o v e r  th ir t e e n  S ta t e s ,  in  a n y  

c o m b in a t io n s  f o u n d e d  u p o n  m o t iv e s ,  w h ic h  th o u g h  th e y  c o u ld  n o t  p r o p e r ly  b e  d e n o m in a t e d  

c o r r u p t ,  m ig h t  y e t  b e  o f  a  n a tu re  to  m is le a d  th e m  f r o m  t h e ir  d u ty .

A n o t h e r  a n d  n o  le s s  im p o r t a n t  d e s id e r a t u m  w a s ,  th a t  th e  E x e c u t i v e  s h o u ld  b e  in d e p e n d e n t  f o r  

h is  c o n t in u a n c e  in  o f f i c e  o n  a l l  b u t  th e  p e o p le  t h e m s e lv e s .  H e  m ig h t  o t h e r w is e  b e  t e m p te d  to  

s a c r i f i c e  h is  d u t y  to  h is  c o m p la is a n c e  f o r  th o s e  w h o s e  f a v o r  w a s  n e c e s s a r y  to  th e  d u r a t io n  o f  

h is  o f f i c i a l  c o n s e q u e n c e .  T h i s  a d v a n ta g e  w i l l  a ls o  b e  s e c u r e d ,  b y  m a k in g  h is  r e - e le c t io n  to  

d e p e n d  o n  a  s p e c ia l  b o d y  o f  r e p r e s e n t a t iv e s ,  d e p u t e d  b y  th e  s o c ie t y  f o r  th e  s in g le  p u r p o s e  o f  

m a k in g  th e  im p o r t a n t  c h o ic e .

A l l  th e s e  a d v a n ta g e s  w i l l  h a p p i l y  c o m b in e  in  th e  p la n  d e v is e d  b y  th e  c o n v e n t io n ;  w h ic h  is , 

th a t  th e  p e o p le  o f  e a c h  S ta t e  s h a l l  c h o o s e  a  n u m b e r  o f  p e r s o n s  a s  e le c t o r s ,  e q u a l to  th e  n u m b e r  

o f  s e n a to r s  a n d  r e p r e s e n t a t iv e s  o f  s u c h  S ta te  in  th e  n a t io n a l g o v e r n m e n t ,  w h o  s h a l l  a s s e m b le  

w i t h in  th e  S ta te , a n d  v o t e  f o r  s o m e  f i t  p e r s o n  as P r e s id e n t .  T h e i r  v o te s ,  th u s  g iv e n ,  a r e  to  b e  

t r a n s m it t e d  to  th e  s e a t o f  th e  n a t io n a l g o v e r n m e n t ,  a n d  th e  p e r s o n  w h o  m a y  h a p p e n  to  h a v e  a  

m a jo r i t y  o f  th e  w h o le  n u m b e r  o f  v o te s  w i l l  b e  th e  P r e s id e n t .  B u t  a s  a  m a jo r i t y  o f  th e  v o te s  

m ig h t  n o t  a lw a y s  h a p p e n  to  c e n t r e  in  o n e  m a n , a n d  a s  i t  m ig h t  b e  u n s a fe  to  p e r m it  le s s  th a n  a  

m a jo r i t y  to  be  c o n c lu s iv e ,  it  is  p r o v id e d  th a t, in  s u c h  a  c o n t in g e n c y ,  th e  H o u s e  o f  

R e p r e s e n t a t iv e s  s h a l l  s e le c t  o u t  o f  th e  c a n d id a t e s  w h o  s h a l l  h a v e  th e  f iv e  h ig h e s t  n u m b e r  o f  

v o te s ,  th e  m a n  w h o  in  t h e ir  o p in io n  m a y  b e  b e s t  q u a l i f i e d  f o r  th e  o f f ic e .

T h e  p r o c e s s  o f  e le c t io n  a f f o r d s  a  m o r a l c e r t a in t y ,  th a t th e  o f f i c e  o f  P r e s id e n t  w i l l  n e v e r  f a l l  to  

th e  lo t  o f  a n y  m a n  w h o  is  n o t  in  an  e m in e n t  d e g r e e  e n d o w e d  w it h  th e  r e q u is it e  q u a l i f i c a t io n s .  

T a le n t s  f o r  lo w  in t r ig u e ,  a n d  th e  l i t t le  a r ts  o f  p o p u la r i t y ,  m a y  a lo n e  s u f f i c e  to  e le v a t e  a  m a n  to  

th e  f i r s t  h o n o r s  in  a  s in g le  S ta te ;  b u t  it  w i l l  r e q u ir e  o t h e r  ta le n ts ,  a n d  a  d i f f e r e n t  k in d  o f  m e r it ,  

to  e s t a b l is h  h im  in  th e  e s te e m  a n d  c o n f id e n c e  o f  th e  w h o le  U n io n ,  o r  o f  s o  c o n s id e r a b le  a  

p o r t io n  o f  i t  a s  w o u ld  b e  n e c e s s a r y  to  m a k e  h im  a  s u c c e s s f u l  c a n d id a t e  f o r  th e  d is t in g u is h e d  

o f f i c e  o f  P r e s id e n t  o f  th e  U n i t e d  S ta te s .  It w i l l  n o t  b e  to o  s t r o n g  to  s a y ,  th a t  th e re  w i l l  b e  a 

c o n s t a n t  p r o b a b i l i t y  o f  s e e in g  th e  s t a t io n  f i l l e d  b y  c h a r a c t e r s  p r e - e m in e n t  f o r  a b i l i t y  a n d  

v ir t u e .  A n d  th is  w i l l  b e  t h o u g h t  n o  in c o n s id e r a b le  r e c o m m e n d a t io n  o f  th e  C o n s t i t u t io n ,  b y  

t h o s e  w h o  a re  a b le  to  e s t im a t e  th e  s h a re  w h ic h  th e  e x e c u t iv e  in  e v e r y  g o v e r n m e n t  m u s t  

n e c e s s a r i ly  h a v e  in  its  g o o d  o r  i l l  a d m in is t r a t io n .  T h o u g h  w e  c a n n o t  a c q u ie s c e  in  th e  p o l i t i c a l  

h e r e s y  o f  th e  p o e t  w h o  s a y s :

" F o r  f o r m s  o f  g o v e r n m e n t  le t  f o o ls  c o n l e s t -

T h a t  w h ic h  is  b e s t  a d m in is t e r e d  is  b e s t , " -

y e t  w e  m a y  s a f e ly  p r o n o u n c e ,  th a t th e  tru e  te s t  o f  a  g o o d  g o v e r n m e n t  is  its  a p t it u d e  a n d  

t e n d e n c y  to  p r o d u c e  a  g o o d  a d m in is t r a t io n .

T h e  V ic e - P r e s id e n t  is  to  b e  c h o s e n  in  th e  s a m e  m a n n e r  w i t h  th e  P r e s id e n t ;  w i t h  th is  

d i f f e r e n c e ,  th a t th e  S e n a te  is  to  d o , in  r e s p e c t  to  th e  f o r m e r ,  w h a t  is  to  b e  d o n e  b y  th e  H o u s e  o f  

R e p r e s e n t a t iv e s ,  in  r e s p e c t  to  th e  la t te r .
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T h e  a p p o in tm e n t  o f  a n  e x t r a o r d in a r y  p e r s o n ,  a s  V ic e - P r e s id e n t ,  h a s  b e e n  o b je c t e d  to  as 

s u p e r f lu o u s ,  i f  n o t  m is c h ie v o u s .  I t  h a s  b e e n  a l le g e d ,  th a t  i t  w o u ld  h a v e  b e e n  p r e f e r a b le  to  h a v e  

a u t h o r iz e d  th e  S e n a te  to  e le c t  o u t  o f  t h e ir  o w n  b o d y  an  o f f i c e r  a n s w e r in g  th a t  d e s c r ip t io n .  B u t  

t w o  c o n s id e r a t io n s  s e e m  to  j u s t i f y  th e  id e a s  o f  th e  c o n v e n t io n  in  th is  r e s p e c t .  O n e  is ,  th a t  to  

s e c u r e  a t  a l l  t im e s  th e  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  a  d e f in i t e  r e s o lu t io n  o f  th e  b o d y ,  i t  is  n e c e s s a r y  th a t  th e  

P r e s id e n t  s h o u ld  h a v e  o n ly  a  c a s t in g  v o te .  A n d  to  ta k e  th e  s e n a to r  o f  a n y  S ta te  f r o m  h is  s e a t  a s  

s e n a to r ,  t o  p la c e  h im  in  th a t  o f  P r e s id e n t  o f  th e  S e n a te ,  w o u ld  b e  to  e x c h a n g e ,  in  r e g a r d  to  th e  

S t a t e  f r o m  w h ic h  h e  c a m e ,  a  c o n s t a n t  f o r  a  c o n t in g e n t  v o te . T h e  o t h e r  c o n s id e r a t io n  is ,  th a t  a s  

th e  V ic e - P r e s id e n t  m a y  o c c a s io n a l ly  b e c o m e  a  s u b s t it u t e  f o r  th e  P r e s id e n t ,  in  th e  s u p r e m e  

e x e c u t iv e  m a g is t r a c y ,  a l l  th e  r e a s o n s  w h ic h  r e c o m m e n d  th e  m o d e  o f  e le c t io n  p r e s c r ib e d  f o r  

th e  o n e ,  a p p ly  w i t h  g r e a t  i f  n o t  w i t h  e q u a l f o r c e  to  th e  m a n n e r  o f  a p p o in t in g  th e  o t h e r .  It is  

r e m a r k a b le  th a t  in  t h is ,  a s  in  m o s t  o t h e r  in s t a n c e s ,  th e  o b je c t io n  w h ic h  is  m a d e  w o u ld  i ie  

a g a in s t  th e  c o n s t i t u t io n  o f  t h is  S ta te .  W e  h a v e  a L ie u t e n a n t - G o v e r n o r ,  c h o s e n  b y  th e  p e o p le  at 

la r g e ,  w h o  p r e s id e s  in  th e  S e n a te ,  a n d  is  th e  c o n s t i t u t io n a l  s u b s t it u t e  f o r  th e  G o v e r n o r ,  in  

c a s u a l t ie s  s im i l a r  to  th o s e  w h ic h  w o u ld  a u t h o r iz e  th e  V i c e - P r e s id e n t  to  e x e r c i s e  th e  

a u t h o r i t ie s  a n d  d is c h a r g e  th e  d u t ie s  o f  th e  P r e s id e n t .

#
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President Sl-s-ctA R T IC L E S
New electoral vote totals for 2004-2008The Census Bureau h a s  r e le a s e d  it s  d a ta  f r o m  th e  2 0 0 0  C e n s u s .  A c c o r d in g  to  th e  

C o n s t i t u t io n ,  e v e r y  ten  y e a r s  a  c o u n t  is  m a d e  o f  th e  U n i t e d  S ta te s  p o p u la t io n  to  d e t e r m in e  h o w  

m a n y  R e p r e s e n t a t iv e s  e a c h  s ta te  is  a l lo t t e d  in  C o n g r e s s .  T h e  c e n s u s  is  im p o r t a n t  in  

p r e s id e n t ia l  p o l i t i c s  s in c e  th e  n u m b e r  o f  v o te s  e a c h  s ta te  is  g iv e n  in  th e  E le c t o r a l  C o l l e g e  is  

f ig u r e d  b y  a d d in g  th e  n u m b e r  o f  R e p r e s e n t a t iv e s  a n d  S e n a to r s  it  h a s . T h e  n e w  d a ta  s h o w s  18 

s ta te s  w i l l  s e e  a  c h a n g e  in  t h e ir  e le c t o r a l  v o te s  f o r  th e  n e x t  tw o  p r e s id e n t ia l  e le c t io n s .  H a d  th e  

2 0 0 0  e le c t io n  b e e n  h e ld  u s in g  th e  n e w  n u m b e r s ,  B u s h  w o u ld  h a v e  w o n  2 7 S - 2 5 9 - 1 .
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A R T IC L E S
Electoral College vs popular vote in 1824,1876, and 1888Electoral College critics p o in t  o u t  th e  e le c t io n s  o f  1 8 2 4 , 1 8 7 6 , a n d  1 8 8 8  in  t h e ir  a r g u m e n t s  to  

p r o v e  th e  s y s t e m  d o e s n 't  w o r k .  In th o s e  th re e  e le c t io n s  th e  c a n d id a t e  w h o  w o n  the  E le c t o r a l  

C o l l e g e  v o te ,  d id  n o t  w in  th e  p o p u la r  v o te . B e s id e s  f o r g e t t in g  th e  5 0  o t h e r  e le c t io n s  w h e r e  th e  

E le c t o r a l  C o l l e g e  a g r e e s  w i t h  th e  p o p u la r  v o te ,  c r i t i c s  c o n v e n ie n t ly  ig n o r e  th e  f a c t o r s  th a t 

c a u s e d  th e s e  th re e  s it u a t io n s . 1824 - Adams vs JacksonT H E  C R IT IC S  C H A R G E : I n  t h is  e le c t io n ,  c r i t i c s  p o in t  o u t  th a t  A n d r e w  J a c k s o n  w o n  b o th  

th e  e le c t o r a l  v o te  a n d  th e  p o p u la r  v o te ,  b u t  th e  H o u s e  o f  R e p ie s e n t a t iv e s  c i r c u m v e n t e d  the  

w i l l  o f  th e  p e o p le  a n d  c h o s e  J o h n  Q u in c y  A d a m s  a s  P r e s id e n t .B A C K G R O U N D : In  t h is  e le c t io n  f o u r  m e n , a l l  f r o m  th e  s a m e  p a r ty ,  w e r e  r u n n in g  f o r  

P r e s id e n t .  E a c h  w a s  p o p u la r  in  a  d i f f e r e n t  s e c t io n  o f  th e  c o u n t r y :  A d a m s  in  th e  N o r th e a s t ,  

J a c k s o n  in  th e  S o u t h / S o u t ln v e s t ,  C r a w f o r d  in  th e  S o u t h / M id - A t la n t i c ,  a n d  C l a y  in  th e  W e s t .  

W h e n  th e  v o te s  w e r e  c o u n t e d ,  J a c k s o n  h a d  w o n  th e  m o s t  e le c t o r a l  a n d  p o p u la r  v o te s ,  b u t h a d  

f a i l e d  to  c a r r y  a  m a jo r i t y  o f  e le c t o r a l  v o te s .  It f e l l  u p o n  th e  H o u s e  o f  R e p r e s e n t a t iv e s  to  

c h o o s e  th e  p r e s id e n t  f r o m  a m o n g  th e  to p  th re e  e le c t o r a l  v o te  g e t te rs :  J a c k s o n ,  A d a m s ,  a n d  

C r a w f o r d .  W i t h  C la y  t h r o w in g  h is  s u p p o r t  to  A d a m s  ( w h o  is  r u m o r e d  to  h a v e  d o n e  s o  f o r  a  

c a b in e t  p o s t ) ,  A d a m s  c a r r ie d  th e  v o t e  o n  th e  f i r s t  b a l lo t  a n d  w a s  n a m e d  P r e s id e n t .W H Y  T H E  E L E C T O R A L  C O L L E G E  S H O U L D N ’T  BE B L A M E D : T h e  c r i t i c s  ig n o r e  

th e  f a c t  th a t  th e  p o p u la r  v o te  w a s  n o t  a  tru e  in d ic a t o r  o f  th e  w i l l  o f  th e  p e o p le  in  1 8 2 4 . In  fa c t ,  

p o p u la r  v o te  t o t a ls  w e r e n 't  e v e n  k e p t  f o r e le c t io n s  b e fo r e  t h is  o n e . H a r d ly  a n y  s ta te  h a d  a l l  

f o u r  c a n d id a t e s  o n  th e  b a l lo t ;  m o s t  d id n 't  h a v e  th re e . A n d  s ix  s ta te s  d id n 't  e v e n  h a v e  a  p u b l i c  

v o t e !  T h e i r  le g is la t u r e s  c h o s e  th e  e le c t o r s .  T h i s  in c lu d e d  N e w  Y o r k ,  th e  la r g e s t  s ta te  a t the  

t im e ,  w h e r e  A d a m s  c e r t a in ly  w o u ld  h a v e  b e e n  a b le  to  c u t  in t o  o r  e l im in a t e  J a c k s o n 's  p o p u la r  

v o t e  le a d .C O N C L U S IO N : T o  s a y  th e  E le c t o r a l  C o l l e g e  f a i le d  in  1 8 2 4  is  in c o r r e c t ,  b e c a u s e  t h is  w a s  

n o t  a  c a m p a ig n  w h e r e  th e  c a n d id a t e s  w e n t  a f t e r  th e  p o p u la r  v o te :  th is  c a m p a ig n  w a s  fo u g h t  

f o r  e le c t o r a l  v o te s . 1876 - Hayes vs TildenT H E  C R IT IC S  C H A R G E : In  t h is  e le c t io n ,  c r i t i c s  s a y  th e  s y s t e m  f a i le d  b e c a u s e  e v e n  th o u g h  

S a m u e l  T i ld e n  h a d  a s u b s t a n t ia l  le a d  o v e r  R u t h e r f o r d  B .  H a y e s  in  th e  p o p u la r  v o le ,  h e  s t i l l  

lo s t  b y  o n e  e le c t o r a l  v o te .B A C K G R O U N D : O n  e le c t io n  n ig h t ,  it a p p e a r e d  th a t  T i ld e n  w o u ld  w in .  H e  le d  th e  p o p u la r  

v o t e  5 1 %  to  4 8 % , a n d  le d  in  th e  E le c t o r a l  C o l l e g e  v o te  1 8 4 -1 6 5  w i t h  2 0  v o te s  s t i l l  u n d e c id e d .

T i l d e n  o n ly  n e e d e d  o n e  v o te  to  w in ;  H a y e s  n e e d e d  a l l  2 0 . B o t h  p a r t ie s  c la im e d  th e  d is p u t e d  

v o t e s  ( F lo r id a 's  4  v o te s ,  L o u is ia n a 's  8  v o te s .  S o u th  C a r o l in a 's  7  v o te s ,  a n d  1 o f  O r e g o n 's  3 

v o te s ) .  A n  E le c t o r a l  C o m m is s io n  w a s  s e t  u p  b y  C o n g r e s s ,  w h o  a w a r d e d  a l l  2 0  v o te s ,  a n d  th e  

p r e s id e n c y ,  to  H a y e sW H Y  T H E  E L E C T O R A L  C O L L E G E  S H O U L D N 'T  B E  B L A M E D : T h e  1 8 7 6  e le c t io n  

w a s  f i l l e d  w i t h  s o  m a n y  i r r e g u la r i t ie s ,  th a t b la m in g  th e  E le c t o r a l  C o l le g e  s e e m s  r id i c u lo u s .

F i r s t  o f f ,  C o lo r a d o  h a d  j u s t  j o in e d  th e  u n io n  a n d  d e c id e d  th e y  d id n ’t h a v e  e n o u g h  m o n e y  to
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hold an election so their legislature just sent three electoral votes for Hayes. Secondly, fraud 
abounded in the states of Florida, Louisiana, and South Carolina. Democrats intimidated 
blacks in order to keep them from voting, and Republicans, backed by armed troops, got as 
many blacks as possible to vote, as many times as they could. It's impossible to say who would 
have legitimately won these states, but most scholars agree Tilden would have won Louisiana 
and Florida, and Hayes would have won South Carolina. Lastly, the Electoral Commission set 
up by Congress is not part of the normal Electoral College system. It was composed of 8 
Republicans and 7 Democrats who voted along political lines to give all the votes to Hayes. It 
turns out that the Republicans had secretly made a deal with the Democrats. If the Democrats 
would accept the results of the Electoral Commission, the Republicans would end 
Reconstruction in the South.
C O N C L U S IO N : To say the Electoral College failed in 1876 is incorrect, because without the 
rampant fraud in the South O R  without a biased Electoral Commission that voted on partisan 
lines the popular vote winner, Tilden, probably would have won the electoral vote as well.

T H E  C R IT IC S  C H A R G E : In this election, critics believe they have their best case against 
the Electoral College. Grover Cleveland won the popular vote while Benjamin Harrison won 
the electoral vote. Since no major issues of fraud, voter irregularities, or Congressional 
meddling is alleged, this is a straight up case of the system being wrong.
B A C K G R O U N D : The main issue, if not the only issue, in the campaign was the tariff, 
brought to the forefront by the incumbent president Cleveland. He proposed lowering it, 
widely favored in the South; Harrison wanted to keep higher tariffs, widely favored in the 
North. One of the most civil and boring elections in history was also one of the closest. 
Cleveland had only a 0.8% lead over Harrison in the popular vote.
W H Y  T H E  E L E C T O R A L  C O L L E G E  S H O U L D N 'T  BE B LA M ED : While this may be 
the critics best example to show the Electoral College is flawed, supporters would say this 
election shows why the system works. The Electoral College system encourages candidates to 
make their appeal as broad as possible in order to win. Cleveland basically ran a campaign 
based on one issue supported by a single region of the country and ran up the vote in that 
region, thereby padding his popular vote. In the six southern states of Alabama, Georgia, 
Louisiana, Mississippi, South Carolina, and Texas, Cleveland received over 65% of the vote. 
In those six states Cleveland beat Harrison by 425,532 votes. In the other 32 states combined, 
Harrison beat Cleveland by 334,936 votes.
C O N C L U SIO N : To say the Electoral College failed in 188S is to not understand how the 
system works. The Electoral College prevents one region of tne country voting as a block 
from unduly directing the outcome of the election to the rest of the country. The real reason 
Cleveland won the popular vote (by only 90,536 out of 11,379,131 votes cast) but lost the 
election was because of unusually high support in a single region of the country.

1888 - H arr iso n  vs Cleveland

#
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E L E C T I O N  2 0 0 0

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS ABOUT 
THE ELECTORAL COLLEGE AND BACKGROUND INFORMATION

KEY DATES FOR THE ELECTORAL COLLEGE IN 2000
November 7, 2000 -- General Election: The voters in each state choose Electors to serve in the Electoral 
College. As soon as election results are final, the states prepare seven "Certificates of Ascertainment" of the 
Electors chosen, and send one original along with two certified copies to the Archivist of the United States.

December 18, 2000 -- Meeting of Electors: The Electors in each State meet to select the president and vice 
president of the United States. The Electors record their votes on six "Certificates of Vote," which are paired 
with the six remaining original "Certificates of Ascertainment." The Electors sign, seal and certify th ; 
packages of electoral votes and immediately send them to the president of the Senate, the Archivist of the 
United States and other designated federal and state officials.

December 27, 2000 - Deadline for Receipt of Electoral Votes: the president of the Senate, the Archivist of 
the United States, and other designated federal and state officials must have the electoral votes in hand.

January 6, 2001 - Counting Electoral Votes in Congress: The Congress meets in joint session to count the 
electoral votes (unless Congress passes a law to change the date).

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS ON THE ELECTORAL COLLEGE 
Who se lects the E lectors?
The process for selecting Electors varies throughout the United States. Generally, the political parties 
nominate Electors at their s’ate party conventions or by a vote of the party's central committee in each state. 
Electors are often selected to recoynize their service and dedication to their political party. They may be state 
elected officials, party leaders, or persons who have a personal or political affiliation with the presidential 
candidate. Then the voters in each state choose the Electors on the day of the general election. The Electors' 
names may or may not appear on the ballot below the name of the candidates running for president, 
depending on the procedure in each State.

What are the qualifications to be an E lector?
The U.S. Constitution contains very few provisions relating to the qualifications of Electors. Article II, section 1, 
clause 2 provides that no senator or representative, or person holding an Office of Trust or Profit under the 
United States, shall be appointed an Elector. As a historical matter, the 14th Amendment provides that state 
officials who have engaged in insurrection or rebellion auainst the United States or given aid and comfort to its 
enemies are disqualified from serving as Electors. This prohibition relates to ihe post-Civil Wa era. A state's 
certification of Electors on its Certificates of Ascertainment is generally sufficient to establish the qualifications 
of Electors.

Is a vote fo r president and vice president meaningful in the Electoral College system?
Yes. within a state a vote has a great deal of significance, Under the Electoral College system, we do not elect 
the president and vice president through a direct nationwide vote. The presidential election is decided by the 
combined results of 51 state elections (in this context, the term "state" includes D.C.). A single vote helps 
decide which candidate receives the state's electoral votes. It is possible that an Elector could ignore the 
results of the popular vote, but that occurs very rarely.

The founders of the nation devised the Electoral College system as part of their plan to share power between
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the states and the national government. Under the federal system adopted In the Constitution, the nationwide 
popular vote has no legal significance. As a result, it is possible that the electoral votes awarded on the basis 
of state elections could produce a different result than the nationwide popular vote. Nevertheless, the 
individual citizen's vote is important to the outcome of each state election.

Are E lectors required to vote fo r the candidate who won his o r her state ’s popular vote?
There is no Constitutional provision or federal law that requires Electors to vote according to the results of the 
popular vote in their states. Some states (24 plus D.C. at last count) require Electors to cast their votes 
according to the popular vote. These pledges fall into two categories -- Electors bound by state law and those 
bound by pledges to political parties.

The Supreme Court has held that the Constitution does not require that Electors be completely free to act as 
they choose and therefore, politics.' parties may extract pledges from Electors to vote for the parties' 
nominees. Some state laws provide that so-called "faithless electors" may be subject to fines or may be 
disqualified for casting an invalid vote and be replaced by a substitute Elector. The Supreme Court has not 
specifically ruled on the question of whether pledges and penalties for failure to vote as pledged may be 
enforced under the Constitution. No Elector has ever been prosecuted for failing to vote as pledged.

Today, it is rare for Electors to disregard the popular vote by casting their electoral vote for someone other 
than their party's candidate. Electors generally hold a leadership position in their party or were chosen to 
recognize years of loyal service to the party. Throughout our history as a nation, more than 99 percent of 
Electors have voted as pledged.

How is it possib le  fo r the e lectoral vote to produce a different result than the nationwide popular 
vote?
It is important to remember that the president is not chosen by a nationwide popular vote. The electoral vote 
totals determine the winner, not the statistical plurality or majority a candidate may have in the nationwide vote 
totals. Electoral votes are awarded on the basis of the popular vote in each state.

Note that 48 out of the 50 states award electoral votes on a winner-takes-all basis (as does D.C.). For 
example, all 54 of California's electoral votes go to the winner of that state election, even if the margin of 
victory is only 50.1 percent to 49.9 percent.

In a multi-candidate race where candidates have strong regional appeal, as in 1824, it is quite possible that a 
candidate who collects the most votes on a nation-wide basis will not win the electoral vote. In a 
two-candidate race, that is less likely to occur. But it did occur in the Hayes-Tilden election of 1876 and the 
Harrison-Cleveland election of 1888 due to the statistical disparity between vote totals in individual state 
elections and the national vote totals.

Why do we still have the Electoral College?
The Electoral College process is part of the original design of the U.S. Constitution. It would be necessary to 
pass a constitutional amendment to change this system.

Note that the 12th Amendment, the expansion of voting rights, and the use of the popular vote in the states as 
the vehicle for selecting Electors has substantially changed the process.

Many different proposals to alter the presidential election process have been offered over the years, such as 
direct nationwide election by the people, but none have been passed by Congress and sent to the states for 
ratification. Under the most common method for amending the Constitution, an amendment must be 
proposed by a two-thirds majority in both houses of Congress and ratified by three-fourths of the states,

What p roposa ls have been made to change the E lectoral College system?
Reference sources indicate that over the past 200 years, over 700 proposals have been introduced in 
Congress to reform or eliminate the Electoral College. There have been more proposals for Constitutional 
amendments on changing the Electoral College than on any other subject. The American Bar Association has 
criticize d the Electoral College as "archaic" and "ambiguous" and its polling showed 69 percent of lawyers 
favored abolishing it in 1987. But surveys of political scientists have supported continuation of the Electoral 
College. Public opinion polls have shown Americans favored abolishing it by majorities of 58 percent in 1967;
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81 percent in 1968: and 75 percent in 1981.

Opinions on the viability of the Electoral College system may be affected by attitudes toward third parties. 
Third parties have not fared weil in the Electoral College system. Candidates with regional appeal such as 
Governor Strom Thurmond of South Carolina in 1948 and Governor George Wallace of Alabama in 1968 won 
blocs of electoral votes in the South, which may have affected the outcome, but did not come close to 
seriously challenging the major party winner. The last third party or splinter party candidate to make a strong 
showing was Theodore Roosevelt in 1912 (Progressive, also known as the Bull Moose Party). He finished a 
distant second in electoral and popular votes (taking 88 of the 266 electoral votes needed to win). Although 
Ross Perot won 19 percent of the popular vote nationwide in 1992 (United We Stand Parly, which was the 
forerunner of the Reform Party), he did not win any electoral votes since he was not particularly strong in any 
one or several states. Any candidate who wins a majority or plurality of the popular vote has a good chance of 
winning in the Electoral College, but there are no guarantees.

How do the 538 electoral votes get divided among the states?
The electoral votes allotted to each state correspond with the number of representatives and senators each 
state has in Congress. The distribution of electoral votes among the states can vary every 10 years depending 
on the results of the U.S. census.

One of the primary functions of the census is to reapportion the 435 members of the House of 
Representatives among the -Tates, based on the current population. The reapportionment of the House 
determines the division of electoral votes among the states. In the Electoral College, each state gets one 
electoral vote for each one of its representatives in the House, plus two electoral votes for its two senators,

Every state has at least 3 electoral votes because the Constitution grants each state two senators and at least 
one representative. In addition to the 535 electoral votes divided among the states, the District of Columbia 
has three electoral votes because the 23rd Amendment granted it the same number of votes as the least 
populated state.

If a state gains or loses a congressional district, it will also gain or lose an electoral vote. As a result of the 
census conducted this year, the number of electoral votes allotted to your state may change for the 2004 
election.

What is the difference between the winner-takes-all rule and proportional voting, and which states 
fo llow  which ru le?
There are 48 States that have a winner-takes-all rule for the Electoral College. In these states, whichever 
candidate receives a majority of the vote, or a plurality of the popular vote (less than 50 percent but more than 
any other candidate) takes all of the state's electoral votes.

Only two states, Nebraska and Maine, do not follow the winner-takes-all rule. In those states, there could be a 
split of electoral votes among candidates through the state's system for proportional allocation of votes. For 
example, Maine has four electoral votes and two congressional districts. It awards one electoral vote per 
congressional district and two by the state-wide, "at-large" vote. It is possible for Candidate A to win the first 
district and receive one electoral vote, Candidate 8 to win the second district and receive one electoral vote, 
and Candidate C, who finished a close second in both the first and second districts, to win the two at-large 
electoral votes. Although this is a possible scenario, it has not actually occurred in recent elections.

Can citizens in U.S. territories vote fo r president?
No, the Electoral College system does not provide for residents of U.S. territories, such as Puerto Rico 
Guam, the U.S. Virgin Islands and American Samoa to vote for president. Unless citizens in U.S. territories 
have official residency (domicile) in a U.S. state or the District of Columbia (and vote by absentee ballot or 
(ravel to their state to vote), they cannot vote in the presi lential election. Note that prior to the adoption of the 
23rd Amendment, D.C. residents could not vote in the presidential election,

The political parties may authorize voters in primary elections in territories to select delegates to represent 
them at the political party conventions. But that process does not affect the Electoral College system.

What would happen if two candidates tied in a state's popular vote, o r there was a dispute as to the 
winner?
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A tie is a statistically remote possibility even in smaller states. But if a state's popular vote were to come out 
as a tie between candidates, state law would govern as to what procedure would be followed in breaking the 
tie. A tie would not be known of until late November or early December, after a recount and after the secretary 
of state had certified the election results. Federal law would allow a state to hold a run-off election.

A very close finish coula also result in a run-off election or legal action to decide the winner. Under federal law 
(3 U.S.C. section 5), state law governs on this issue, and would be conclusive in determining the selection of 
Electors. The law provides that if states have laws to determine controversies or contests as to the selection 
of Electors, those determinations must be completed six days prior to the day the Electors meet.

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS ON ELECTIONS AND VOTING IN FLORIDA 

What percentage comprises a majority win in a primary?

50 percent plus 1

How many voting machines must be provided to each precinct?

One voting machine shall be provided for each 400 electors in the county, except that in any county in which 
25 percent or more of the registered electors are 60 years of age or older, the supervisor of elections must 
provide at ieast one machine for each 350 registered electors.

Where does a candidate, elector or taxpayer file if he wants to contest the election returns?

With the Clerk of the Circuit Court; must be filed within 10 days of certification of results or within 5 days after 
canvassing board certifies results following a protest.

Where does a candidate or elector file a protest cha lleng ing the election returns as erroneous?

With the canvassing board prior to the time the canvassing board certifies the results for the office being 
protested or within 5 days after midnight of the date the election is held, whichever occurs later.

Florida's Presidential Electors 2000

On September 1, 2000, each political party that is registered in Florida certified to the Division of Elections the 
names of their presidential and vice presidential candidates. Along with this certification, each party submitted 
the names and addresses of 25 electors. Each state is entitled to a number of electors equal to the number of 
members of Congress and Senators from the state. These electors that are nominated by the party take an 
oath to vote for the candidate on whose behalf they are nominated. In Florida, the presidential and vice 
presidential candidate receiving the most votes will be entitled to have his or her electors certified as 
members of the electoral college. The electoral college will meet in each state capital on December 18, 2000 
to vote for president and vice president. These votes will then be certified to the president of the Senate who 
will officiate at the counting in Washington, D.C. on January 6, 2001.

LEGAL ASPECTS AND POSSIBLE NEXT STEPS

• The recount was triggered by the state of Florida, which requires this procedure when less than one-half of 1 
percent of the vote separates the candidates.

• Florida's mandatory vote recount is being supervised by the Election Canvassing Commission, which is 
responsible for certifying the results of any election for federal or statewide office. The commission is made 
up of the governor (Jeb Bush), state secretary of state (Katherine Harris), and the state director of the Division 
of Elections (Clay Roberts). (Governor Jeb Bush, George W. Bush's brother, has stepped aside and will not 
be certifying election results.)

• Election results will not be certified until overseas ballots are counted. Overseas ballots must be postmarked 
by November 7 and received by November 17.

• Private citizens who have voted in the Florida elections and believe that their constitutional rights ("one man.
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one vote") have been violated, may file lawsuits in federal district court. Also, if there is an allegation of a 
violation of the Voting Rights Act, a lawsuit can also be filed in federal district court.

• Candidates or private citizens who have voted in the Florida elections alleging voting irregularities, or that the 
"will of the people" was subverted, may file lawsuits in Florida state court.

BACKGROUND ARTICLE

Presidential Elections in the United States: A Primer
(Congressional Research Sen/ice)
April 17, 2000
Kevin J. Coleman, Analyst in American National Government 
Joseph E. Cantor, Specialist in American National Government 
Thomas H. Neale, Analyst in American National Government 
Government & Finance Division

Summary

Every four years, Americans elect a president and vice president, thereby choosing both national leaders and 
a course of public policy. The system that governs the election of the president combines constitutional and 
statutory requirements, rules of the national and state political parties, political traditions, and contemporary 
developments and practices.

As initially prescribed by the Constitution, the election of the president was left to Electors chosen by the 
states. Final authority for selecting the president still rests with the Electoral College, which comprises 
Electors from each state equal in number to the state's total representation in the House and Senate. All but 
two states award electoral votes on a winner-take-all basis to the candidate with a plurality of the state's 
popular vote.

The process of electing the president is essentially divided into four stages: (1) the pre-nomination phase, in 
which candidates compete in state primary elections and caucuses for delegates to the national party 
conventions; (2) the national conventions-held in the summer of the election year-in which the two major 
parties nominate candidates for president and vice president and ratify a platform of the parties' policy 
positions and goals; (3) the general election campaign, in which the major party nominees, as well as any 
minor party or independent contenders, compete for votes from the entire electorate, culminating in the 
popular vote on election day in November; and (4) the Electoral College phase, in which the president and 
vice president are officially elected.

Presidential elections in recent years differ in several important respects from those held earlier in American 
history. The first is the far wider participation of voters today in determining who the party nominees will be; 
the political parties have in recent years given a much greater role to party voters in the states (in lieu of party 
leaders) in determining the nominees. The second difference involves the role of the electronic media and, 
most recently, the Internet, both in conveying information to the voters, and shaping the course of the 
campaign. Third, the financing of presidential campaigns is substantially governed by a system of public 
funding in the pre-nomination, convention, and general election phases, enacted in the 1970s in response to 
increasing campaign costs in an electronic age and the concomitant fundraising pressures on candidates. 
Thus, contemporary presidential elections blend both traditional aspects of law and practice and 
contemporary aspects of a larger, more complex, and more technologically advanced society.

For additional information on the contemporary role ol the Electoral College, see CRS Report RS20273, T h e  
E l e c t o r a l  C o l l e g e :  H o w  it  O p e r a t e s  i n  C o n t e m p o r a r y  P r e s id e n t i a l  E l e c t i o n s .

Electoral College

When voters go to the polls on election day, they actually cast their votes for a slate of Electors, who are 
entrusted by the Constitution with election of the president and vice president. The Electors are known 
collectively as the Electoral College.

The Electoral College in the Constitution

The question of the manner in which the president was to be elected was debated at great length at the
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Constitutional Convention of 1787. At one point, the delegates voted for selection by Congress; other 
proposals considered were for election by: the people at large; governors of the several states; Electors 
chosen by state legislatures, and a special group of members of Congress chosen by lot. Eventually, the 
matter was referred to a "committee on postponed matters," which arrived at a compromise: the Electoral 
College system.

Size of the Electoral College and Allocation of Electoral Votes

The Electoral College, as established by the Constitution and modified by the 12th and 23rd Amendments, 
currently includes 538 members: one for each senator and representative, and three for the District of 
Columbia (under the 23rd Amendment of 1961). It has no continuing existence or function apart from that 
entrusted to it.

Each state has a number of electoral votes equal to the combined numerical total of its Senate and House 
delegation. Since the size of state delegations in the House of Representatives may change after the 
reapportionment mandated by the decennial census, the size of state representation in the Electoral College 
has similarly fluctuated. The most recent House reapportionment and reallocation of electoral votes followed 
the 1990 census, in effect for the 1992, 1996 and 2000 presidential elections. Current electoral vote 
allocations are listed below.

Qualifications for the Office of Elector

Article II, section 1 of the Constitution provides that, "No Senator or Representative, or person holding an 
office of trust or profit under the United States shall be appointed an elector," Aside from this disqualification, 
any person is qualified to be an Elector for president and vice president.

Number of Electoral Votes by State: 
1 9 9 2 - 2 0 0 0

, Alabama — 9 
Alaska — 3 

j Arizona — 8 
I Arkansas — 6 
' California — 5 4  
! Colorado — 8 
’ Connecticut — 8 
! Delaware — 3 
District of Columbia — 3 

" Florida — 2 5  
Georgia — 13 
Hawaii — 4 
Idaho — 4 
Illinois — 2 2  
Indiana — 12 
Iowa — 7  
Kansas — 6 
Kentucky — 8 
Louisiana — 9 
Maine — 4 
Maryland — 10 
Massachusetts — 12 
Michigan — 18 
Minnesota — 10 
Mississippi — 7 
Missouri — 11 
Montana — 3 
Nebraska — 5 

: Nevada — 4 
New Hampshire — 4 

; New Jersey — 15  
1 New Mexico — 5 
i New York — 3 3

6 of 10 3/31/01 5:29 PM



Department of State — International Information Programs -- U.S. Elections 2000 http://www.usinfo.state.gov/topical/riglils/elect2000/collegcfaqs.htm

North Carolina — 14 
North Dakota — 3 
Ohio — 21 
Oklahoma — 8 
Oregon — 7 
Pennsylvania — 23 
Rhode Island — 4 
South Carolina — 8 
South Dakota — 3 
Tennessee — 11 
Texas — 32 

I Utah — 5 
i Vermont — 3 
Virginia — 13 
Washington — 11 
West Virginia — 5 

| Wisconsin — 11 
Wyoming — 3

Total — 538
Required for Election: 270

Nomination of Elector Candidates

The Constitution does not specify procedures for the nomination of candidates for the office of presidential 
Elector. The states have adopted various methods of nomination for Elector candidates, of which the two 
most popular are by state party convention, used in 36 states, and by state party committee, used in 10 
states, In practice, Elector candidates tend to be prominent state and local officeholders, party activists, and 
other citizens associated with the party that nominates them.

A list of Elector candidates and those chosen as Electors in each state may be obtained from the secretaries 
of state (Commonwealth), at the state capital. Lists of Electors for 1992 and 1996 and other related 
information may be obtainea from the National Archives and Records Administration's Electoral College home 
page at: http://www.nara.gov/fedreg/ec-hmpge.html

Selection of Electors

The Constitution left the method of selecting Electors and of awarding electoral votes to the states. In the 
early years of the Republic, many states provided for selection of Electors by the state legislatures. Since 
1864, all states have provided for popular election of Electors for president and vice president.

General Ticket System

In 48 states and the District of Columbia, all electoral votes are awarded to the slate that receives a plurality of 
popular votes in the state. This practice is variously known as the general ticket or winner-take-all system.

The general ticket system usually tends to exaggerate the winning candidates' margin of victory, as compared 
with the share of popular votes received. For instance, in 1996, Bill Clinton and Al Gore won 49.2 percent of 
the popular vote, as compared wii, 10.7 percent by Bob Dole and Jack Kemp. The Democrats' electoral vote 
margin of 379 to 159 was a much higher 70.4 percent of the total, due to the fact that the Democratic ticket 
received a plurality vote in 32 states and the District of Columbia.

District System

Currently, Maine and Nebraska provide the only exception to the general ticket method, awarding one 
electoral vote to the ticket gaining the most votes in each of their congressional districts, and awarding the 
remaining two (representing their senatorial allotment) to the winners of the most votes statewide. This 
variation, more widely used in the 19th century, is known as the district system.

The "F a ith le s s  E le c to r"
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The Founding Fathers intended that individual Electors be free agents, voting for the candioates they thought 
most fit to hold office. In practice, however, Electors are not expected to exercise their own judgment, but, 
rather, to ratify the people's choice by voting for the candidates winning the most popular votes in their state. 
Despite this understanding, there is no constitutional provision requiring Electors to vote as they have 
pledged. Over the years, a number of Electors have voted against the voters' instructions, known as the 
phenomenon of the unfaithful, or "faithless, Elector."

Although a number of states have laws which seek to bind the Electors to the popular vote winners, the 
preponderance of opinion among constitutional scholars holds that Electors remain free agents. Moreover, all 
of the seven votes of the faithless Electors between 1948 and 1988 were recorded as cast. The most recent 
occurrence was in 1988, when a West Virginia Democratic Elector voted for Lloyd Bentsen for president and 
Michael Dukakis for vice president.

W in n in g  th e  P r e s id e n c y

The 12th Amendment of the Constitution requires that winning candidates receive an absolute majority of 
electoral votes (currently 270 of the 538 total).

C o u n t in g  th e  E le c t o r a l  V o t e s

Once the voters have chosen the members of the Electoral College, the Electors meet to ratify the popular 
choices for president and vice president. The Constitution provides (again, in the 12th Amendment) that they 
assemble in their respective states. Congress has established (in 3 U.S.C. 8) the first Monday after the 
second Wednesday in December following their election as the date for casting electoral votes, at such place 
in each state as the legislature directs.

In practice, the Electors almost always meet in the state capital, usually at the state house or capitol building, 
often in one of the legislative chambers. The votes are counted and recorded, the results are certified by the 
governor and forwarded to the president of the U.S. Senate (the vice president).

The electoral vote certificates are opened and counted at a joint session of the Congress, held, as mandated 
(3 U.S.C. 15), on January 6 following the Electors' meeting (or, by custom, on the next day, if it falls on a 
Sunday); the vice president presides. Electoral votes are counted by the newly elected Congress, which 
convenes on January 3. The winning candidates are then declared to have been elected.

A major criticism of the Electoral College is that it could deny victory to the candidate with the most popular 
votes, which can occur when one ticket wins the requisite majority of Electors but gets fewer popular votes 
than its opponent(s). Popular vote winners have failed to win tne presidency on three occasions since 
adoption of the 12th Amendment: in 1824, 1876, and 1888, In 1824, the electoral vote was split among four 
candidates, necessitating election by the House of Representatives, which chose the popular vote runner-up.
In 1876, due to contested returns from four states, Congress set up an electoral commission, which awarded 
the disputed votes to the apparent popular vote runner-up, resulting in a one-vote margin in the Electoral 
College. In 1888, the apparent popular vote runner-up won a comfortable Electoral College majority. Electoral 
College 'misfires' are listed below.
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Presidents Elected Without A Plurality of the Popular Vote 
(‘Elected Presidents in bold)

j 1824 Andrew Jackson 152,933 votes 99 electoral votes
John Quincy Adams* 115,696 votes 84 electoral votes
William H. Crawford 46,979 votes 41 electoral votes
Henry Clay 47,136 votes 37 electoral votes

CO C
D Samuel J. Tilden 4,287,670 votes 184 electoral votes

Rutherford B. Hayes* 4,035,924 votes 185 electoral votes

11888 Grover Cleveland 5,540,365 votes 168 electoral votes
Benjam in Harrison* 5,445,269 votes 233 electoral votes i

#

Electoral Co llege Deadlock and Other Contingencies

The Constitution, in the 12th Amendment, provides for cases in which no slate of candidates receives the 
required Electoral College majority, a process usually referred to as contingent election. Under these 
circumstances, the House of Representatives elects the president, choosing from among the three 
candidates receiving the most electoral votes, with each state casting a single vote.

In the course of the usual presidential election, in which only the two major party candidates have a chance of 
victory, such occurrences are extremely unlikely. In those elections characterized by the emergence of a 
strong third party candidate (George Wallace in 1968. John Anderson in 1980, and Ross Perot in 1992), 
Electoral College deadlock is possible. Only once since adoption of the 12th Amendment, in the 
four-candidate election of 1824. was the president - John Quincy Adams -- elected by the House of 
Representatives.

If there is no electoral vote majority, election of vice president is entrusted to the Senate, with each member 
casting one vote, choosing from the two candidates with the most electoral votes. Only once, in 1837, did the 
Senate so elect a vice president -- Richard M. Johnson. Although Democratic presidential nominee Martin 
Van Buren won a clear Electoral College majority, votes were cast for two Democratic vice presidential 
candidates, yielding a three-way contest requiring Senate resolution.

In the event contingent election is necessary, the House has two weeks between counting the electoral votes 
(January 6) and Inauguration Day (January 20) in which to elect a president. If it is unable to do so during this 
time, the vice president-elect, assuming one has been chosen by the Electors or the Senate, serves as acting 
president until the House resolves its deadlock. In the event the Senate has been similarly unable to elect a 
vice president, the speaker of the House of Representatives serves as acting president until a president or 
vice president is elected, but he must resign the offices of both speaker and representative in order to so 
serve. In the event there is no speaker, or the speaker fails to qualify, then the president pro-tempore of the 
Senate (the longest serving senator of the majority party) becomes acting president, under identical 
resignation requirements.

Further information:

Electoral College Homeuaqe

Federal Election Commission

Center for Voting and Democracy

Presidential Election Lav/s

A Procedural Guide to the Electoral College

"Presidential Elections and Vacancies": U.S. Code

9 o f Id 3/31/01 5:29 PM

http://www.usinfo.state.cov/iopical/rielits/elcct2000/collcgefaqs.httr


Department of State -- International Information Programs -- U.S. Elections 2000 hup://ww\v.usinfo.state.gov/topical/rights/elcct2000/collcgcfaqs.htm

I O of 10 3/31/01 5:29 PM



Electoral College wysiwyg://29/lutp://elcctoral-college.nei

Test your Knowledge S
on Longevity H

C  A r t  Q  H is to ry  | Q  L ib ra ry  C  S c ie n c e  C  N a tu ra l H is io iry

A Student Publishing Site
For More Information Click Here

Sign up f o r :  Y o u r N a m e @ e lc c t o r a l - c o l l c g e . n e t

(Go to http://adamsiohn.covi/to sec the F irst Vice President's certification dated 
December 14, 1792 o f the Electoral Voles from  the State o f Connecticut to learn 
more).

The Electoral College

(•) V ir t u a lo l i  

G  T h e  W e b

G O !

A b o

e - m

Editing Spo and select a work for pu learn more editing spor click here.

P r im a :  

S e c o n  

C o l ie s  

G  r a d i i 

T e c h n

#

I o f 10

C l i c k  f o r  L a r g e r  im a g e

4/16/01 1:34 PM

mailto:YourName@elcctoral-collcge.net
http://adamsiohn.covi/to


Electoral College wysiwyg.7/29/lHtp://electoral-college.nei

Historical Background
B y: The US N ationa l A rchives a nd  Records A dm inistra tion

" T h e  E le c t o r a l  C o l le g e s  o n e  o f  th e  m o re  d i f f i c u l t  p a r t s  o f  th e  A m e r ic a n  e le c t o r a l 

p r o c e s s  to  u n d e r s ta n d .  W h i l e  e le c t io n  o f  th e  p r e s id e n t  a n d  v ic e - p r e s id e n t  w a s  

p r o v id e d  f o r  in  A r t i c l e  II, S e c t io n  1, C la u s e s  2 , 3 , a n d  4  o f  th e  U . S .  C o n s t i t u t io n ,  

th e  p r o c e s s  t o d a y  h a s  m o v e d  s u b s t a n t ia l l y  a w a y  f r o m  th e  f r a m e r s ' o r ig in a l  in te n t .  

O v e r  th e  y e a r s  a  c o m b in a t io n  o f  s e v e r a l f a c t o r s  h a s  in f lu e n c e d  th e  E le c t o r a l  

C o l l e g e  a n d  th e  e le c t o r a l  p r o c e s s .  T h e s e  in c lu d e  k e y  p r e s id e n t ia l  e le c t io n s  s u c h  as 

th e  o n e s  b e tw e e n  J o h n  A d a m s  a n d  T h o m a s  J e f f e r s o n  in  1 7 9 6  a n d  1 8 0 0 , th e  

d e v e lo p m e n t  o f  th e  p o l i t i c a l  p a r t y  s y s te m , a n d  th e  p a s s a g e  o f  th e  12 th  A m e n d m e n t .

T h e  f r a m e r s  o f  th e  C o n s t i t u t io n  c o n s id e r e d  th e  e le c t io n  o f  th e  p r e s id e n t  a n d  

v ic e - p r e s id e n t  to  b e  a  m a jo r  is s u e ,  a n d  m o s t  w e r e  a p p r e h e n s iv e  a b o u t  th e  o b v io u s  

o p t io n s .  E le c t io n  o f  th e  p r e s id e n t  b y  C o n g r e s s  w o u ld  u p s e t  th e  b a la n c e  o f  p o w e r  

b e tw e e n  th e  e x e c u t iv e  a n d  th e  le g is la t iv e  b r a n c h e s ,  w h i l e  e le c t io n  b y  th e  p e o p le  

m ig h t  n o t  p u t  th e  b e s t  p e r s o n  in  th e  o f f ic e .  M a n y  b e l ie v e d  th a t A m e r ic a n s  w e re  to o  

s p r e a d  o u t  a n d  th u s  u n a b le  to  b e  a d e q u a t e ly  in f o r m e d  to  m a k e  s u c h  a n  im p o r t a n t  

d e c is io n .

A le x a n d e r  H a m i l t o n  d r a f t e d  th e  c o m p r o m is e  th a t  w a s  to  b e  in c lu d e d  in  th e  

C o n s t i t u t io n .  U n d e r  t h is  s y s t e m ,  w h e n  a  c i t i z e n  v o t e d  in  th e  p r e s id e n t ia l  e le c t io n ,  

h e  w a s  a c t u a l ly  c a s t in g  a v o te  to  c h o o s e  a  p r e s id e n t ia l  e le c t o r .  In  th e o ry ,  a  c i t i z e n 's  

v o te  is  c a s t  th e  s a m e  w a y  to d a y .  H a m i l t o n 's  p la n  in c lu d e d  e ig h t  m a jo r  p o in t s .

1. E a c h  s ta te  w o u ld  b e  a l lo c a t e d  a n u m b e r  o f  e le c t o r s  e q u a l  to  th e  s u m  o f  it s  

s e n a to r s  a n d  m e m b e r s  o f  th e  H o u s e  o f  R e p r e s e n t a t iv e s .

2. S ta t e  le g is la t u r e s  w o u ld  d e c id e  th e  m e th o d s  f o r  c h o o s in g  e le c t o r s  in  t h e ir  

r e s p e c t iv e  s ta te s .

3. E le c t o r s  w o u ld  m e e t  in  t h e ir  o w n  s ta te s , e a c h  c a s t in g  tw o  v o te s  o n  o n e  b a l lo t ,  

e a c h  v o te  f o r  a  d i f f e r e n t  c a n d id a t e  f o r  p r e s id e n t .

4 . T h e  p r e s id e n t  o f  th e  S e n a te  w o u ld  o p e n  a n d  c o u n t  th e  e le c t o r a l  v o te s  b e fo r e  a 

j o in t  s e s s io n  o f  C o n g r e s s ,

5 . T h e  c a n d id a t e  w h o  r e c e iv e d  th e  la r g e s t  n u m b e r  o f  e le c t o r a l  v o te s ,  w h ic h  w a s  

a ls o  th e  m a jo r i t y  o f  th e  E le c t o r a l  C o l le g e ,  w o u ld  b e c o m e  p re s id e n t .

6 . T h e  c a n d id a t e  w h o  r e c e iv e d  th e  s e c o n d  la r g e s t  n u m b e r  o f  v o te s  w o u ld  b e c o m e  

v ic e - p r e s id e n t .

7 . I n  th e  c a s e  o f  a t ie  b e tw e e n  c a n d id a t e s  th a t  a ls o  c o n s t i t u t e d  a m a jo r i t y  o f  th e  

e le c t o r a l  v o te s ,  th e  H o u s e  w o u ld  c h o o s e  th e  p r e s id e n t  f r o m  a m o n g  th e m . I f  n o  

p e r s o n  h a d  a  m a jo r i t y  o f  th e  e le c t o r a l  v o te s ,  th e n  th e  H o u s e  w o u ld  c h o o s e  th e  

p r e s id e n t  f r o m  a m o n g  th e  f iv e  h ig h e s t  c a n d id a t e s  o n  th e  l is t .  V o t in g  w o u ld  b e  b y  

s ta te ;  a  m a jo r i t y  o f  th e  s ta te s  w o u ld  b e  n e e d e d  f o r  a  c h o ic e  to  b e  m a d e .
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8. T h e  v ic e - p r e s id e n t  w o u ld  a lw a y s  b e  th e  p e r s o n  h a v in g  th e  la r g e s t  n u m b e r  o f  

v o te s  a f t e r  th e  p re s id e n t .  In  th e  c a s e  o f  a  t ie  b e tw e e n  t w o  o r  m o re ,  th e  S e n a te  w o u ld  

c h o o s e  f r o m  th e m .

T h e  o r ig in a l  E le c t o r a l  C o l l e g e  p la n  w o r k e d  s u c c e s s f u l ly  f o r  th e  tw o  t im e s  th a t  

G e o r g e  W a s h in g t o n  w a s  e le c t e d  p r e s id e n t .  H o w e v e r ,  a  m a jo r  f la w  b e c a m e  a p p a r e n t  

a f t e r  th e  e le c t io n  o f  1 79 6 . A c c o r d in g  to  th e  C o n s t i t u t io n  e a c h  e le c t o r  c a s t  o n ly  o n e  

b a l lo t  w i t h  tw o  n a m e s  o n  it . J o h n  A d a m s ,  a  F e d e r a l i s t ,  r e c e iv e d  th e  la r g e s t  n u m b e r  

o f  v o te s .  T h o m a s  J e f f e r s o n ,  th e  D e m o c r a t i c  R e p u o l i c a n ,  lo s t  to  A d a m s  b y  th re e  

v o te s  a n d  b e c a m e  v ic e - p r e s id e n t .  T h e  f r a m e r s  w e r e  n o t  in  f a v o r  o f  p o l i t i c a l  p a r t ie s  

a n d  h a d  m a d e  n o  m e n t io n  o f  th e m  in  th e  C o n s t i t u t io n .  Y e t  h e re  w e r e  a p r e s id e n t  

a n d  v ic e - p r e s id e n t  f r o m  d i f f e r e n t  p a r t ie s ,  a n d  A d a m s  a n d  J e f f e r s o n  w e r e  s t r o n g ly  

o p p o s e d  o n  m a n y  m a jo r  is s u e s  in c lu d in g  s ta te s ' r ig h t s ,  th e  p o w e r  a n d  s iz e  o f  th e  

n a t io n a l g o v e r n m e n t ,  a n d  t a r i f f s .  T h e  o u t c o m e  o f  th e  e le c t io n  o f  1 7 9 6  w o u ld  

in f lu e n c e  th e  w a y  e le c t o r s  w o u ld  b e  c h o s e n  as w e l l  a s  h o w  th e y  w o u ld  v o te  in  

fu tu re  e le c t io n s .

In  th e  e le c t io n  o f  1 8 0 0  J o h n  A d a m s ,  th e  in c u m b e n t ,  a g a in  f a c e d  T h o m a s  J e f f e r s o n .  

T h i s  t im e  th e  D e m o c r a t i c  R e p u b l ic a n  e le c t o r s  w e r e  u r g e d  to  v o te  th e  p a r t y  t ic k e t ,  

th a t  is ,  T h o m a s  J e f f e r s o n  f o r  p r e s id e n t  a n d  A a r o n  B u r r  f o r  v ic e - p r e s id e n t .  

S e v e n t y - t h r e e  e le c t o r s  d id  j u s t  th a t, r e s u lt in g  in  a  t ie  f o r  p r e s id e n t  b e tw e e n  

J e f f e r s o n  a n d  B u r r .  U n d e r  th e  C o n s t i t u t io n ,  th e  v o t e  m o v e d  to  th e  H o u s e  w h e r e  

F e d e r a l is t s  d e s i r in g  to  e m b a r r a s s  J e f f e r s o n  v o te d  f o r  B u r r ,  f o r c in g  th e  b a l lo t  3 5  

t im e s  o v e r  s i x  d a y s .  F i n a l l y ,  A le x a n d e r  H a m i l t o n  r e lu c t a n t ly  s u p p o r t e d  J e f f e r s o n  

a n d  th e  t ie  w a s  b ro k e n .

T h e  e le c t io n  o f  1 8 0 0  h a d  s e v e r a l la s t in g  e f f e c t s  o n  th e  E le c t o r a l  C o l le g e  s y s t e m .  It 

w a s  th e  f i r s t  t im e  th a t a tw o - c a n d id a t e  t ic k e t  w a s  p r o m o te d  b y  a p a r t y ,  a s  w e l l  as  

th e  b e g in n in g  o f  th e  p r a c t ic e  o f  n o m in a t in g  e le c t o r s  w h o  p le d g e d  to  a u t o m a t ic a l l y  

v o te  th e  p a r t y  t ic k e t .  T h i s  n e w  d e v e lo p m e n t  w a s  d i r e c t ly  o p p o s e d  to  th e  f r a m e r s ' 

o r ig in a l  v e r s io n  o f  th e  e le c t o r s  a s  " f r e e  a g e n t s '"  o r  in f o r m e d ,  r e s p e c ta b le ,  

in d e p e n d e n t  c i t i z e n s  f r o m  e a c h  s ta te . B y  1 8 0 4 , th e  1 2 th  A m e n d m e n t  w a s  p a s s e d ,  

m a k in g  u p  f o r  th e  w e a k n e s s  in  th e  o r ig in a l  C la u s e  3. N e v e r  a g a in  w o u ld  s u c h  a t ie  

b e  p o s s ib le ,  a s  s e p a ra te  b a l lo t s  w o u ld  n o w  b e  c a s t  f o r  p r e s id e n t  a n d  v ic e - p r e s id e n t .

T h e  E le c t io n  o f  1 8 2 4  a n d  th e  f e a t u r e d  d o c u m e n t ,  T h e  T a l l y  o f  th e  1 8 2 4  E le c t o r a l  

C o l le g e  V o t e  b r in g  to  l ig h t  tw o  im p o r t a n t  p o in t s  a b o u t  th e  e le c t o r a l s y s t e m ,  o n e  o f  

th e m  c o n s t i t u t io n a l  a n d  the  o t h e r  b o r n e  o f  th e  p o l i t i c a l  p a r t y  s y s te m . T h e  e le c t io n  

o f  1 8 2 4  h a d  s e v e r a l c a n d id a t e s  a s  s e r io u s  c o n te n d e r s .  T h e  o f f i c i a l  R e p u b l ic a n  

c a n d id a t e ,  W i l l i a m  H . C r a w f o r d  o f  G e o r g ia ,  w a s  n o m in a t e d  b y  a c a u c u s ,  a p r iv a t e  

m e e t in g  o f  p a r t y  le a d e r s ,  b u t h e  la c k e d  th e  b a c k in g  o f  m u c h  o f  th e  p a r ty .

C h a l le n g in g  C r a w f o r d  a n d  b u c k in g  th e  c a u c u s  n o m in a t in g  m e th o d ,  w e re  

R e p u b l ic a n s  A n d r e w  J a c k s o n  o f  T e n n e s s e e ,  H e n r y  C l a y  o f  K e n t u c k y ,  a n d  J o h n  

Q u in c y  A d a m s  o f  M a s s a c h u s e t t s .  N o m in a t io n  b y  th e  c a u c u s  h a d  b e e n  u n d e r  f i r e  f o r  

y e a r s  a s  b e in g  u n d e m o c r a t ic ,  a n d  th e  is s u e  r e a c h e d  its  p e a k  b y  1 8 2 4 . ( T o d a y  m o s t  

s ta te s  u s e  d ir e c t  p r im a r ie s  to  n o m in a t e  c a n d id a t e s  w h i le  a  s m a l l  n u m b e r  s t i l l  u se  

n o m in a t in g  c o n v e n t io n s . )

W i t h  s o  m a n y  c a n d id a t e s  in  th e  e le c t io n  o f  I S 2 4 ,  it 's  n o t  s u r p r is in g  th a t  n o  

c a n d id a t e  r e c e iv e d  a  m a jo r i t y  o f  v o te s  in  th e  E le c t o r a l  C o l le g e .  A n d r e w  J a c k s o n
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had a plurality o f both the popular vote (40.3%) and the Electoral College vote, but 
he did not hold the constitutional requirement o f a majority o f the electoral votes. 
For the first time, the presidential election vote proceeded to the House of 
Representatives. There, John Quincy Adams was chosen primarily because Henry 
Clay, never a Jackson supporter, placed his support behind Adams. Jackson was 
outraged after Adams appointed Clay secretary o f state, and he proclaimed it a 
"corrupt bargain." While he was never able to prove any actual bribery or 
corruption occurred, the accusation endured and influenced the next election, as 
well as Clay's political career.
Today most Americans perceive the Electoral College as a formality necessitated 
by the Constitution. Electors meet in their states on the Monday after the second 
Wednesday in December and cast their votes just as they did in 1824. The votes are 
sealed and sent by registered mail to Washington, D.C., where they are opened and 
counted before a joint session of Congress when they convene in January. In recent 
history rarely has an elector failed to vote automatically for the candidate winning 
his or her state's popular votes. In 1976 .. Republican elector in Washington voted 
for Ronald Reagan instead of Gerald Ford, the Republican Party's candidate. In 
1972, a Republican from Virginia voted for the Libertarian candidate rather than 
the Republican, Richard Nixon.

There are critics today who point to several remaining flaws in the Electoral 
College system. The most obvious o f these is the risk that the popular vote winner 
will not receive the majority o f votes in the Electoral College. The winner-take-all 
feature o f the system makes this a possibility, yet it has happened only three times 
in our history: 1824, 1876, and 1S88. Another point of criticism is that the electoral 
vote distribution is not proportional to the popular vote distribution because o f the 
automatic two votes per state provision. I f  you contrast the number o f electoral 
votes per person in California and Alaska, this point is clear. "Faithless electors," as 
described earlier in the 1972 and 1976 examples, are also a flaw according to 
opponents. Yet never has a broken pledge affected the outcome o f an election. 
Finally, critics highlight as unfair the provisions calling for choice by the House or 
the Senate in the case o f a tie or lack o f majority. Voting by state gives small states 
the same weight as large states, and if a state's representatives were divided, its vote 
could be relinquished. Additionally, a strong third party candidate could make it 
difficult for any candidate to earn a majority.

Different opponents and critics o f the present system have developed various 
alternatives over the years. Twice in recent history, in 1969 and 1979, 
constitutional amendments have been introduced to Congress but failed to pass. 
Proposals range from a district plan similar to the way members o f Congress are 
chosen to a proportional plan where the candidates get the same proportion of the 
electoral votes as they do the popular vote in each state. Some have even proposed 
doing away with the Electoral College and moving to direct popular election.
Proponents o f the Electoral College claim first that critics exaggerate the risks in 
our present system, pointing to the very small number of occasions where their 
concerns have come to fruition. Only two elections in our history ever were decided 
in the House and none since 1825. Also, the loser o f the popular vote has been 
elected only three times, and that has not happened in more than 100 years. They 
would add that the present Electoral College is a tried and true system, and we
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would be foolish to risk experimenting with a new one. Finally, the system is 
efficient, it identifies a winner quickly, and it avoids recounts.

The Federal Register's Electoral College web page is an additional resource for 
more detailed information regarding the functions of the Electoral College and 
presidential election statistics from 1789 through 1992.
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Electoral results:
By: The US National Archives and Records Administration

•  Electoral Collette Calculator: Create your own election results!

• Electoral College Box Scores. 1789 through 1996, including 
Candidates, Electoral Votes, Popular Votes, and Election Notes

• Electoral Votes, bv State . 1789 through 1996
• Electoral Votes, by State, listing individual electors: 1992 , 1996 

(Information for 2000 election coming after November 7, 2000.)

General Inform ation:

• Frequently Asked Questions
• Procedural Guide to the Electoral College
• Relevant Provisions o f the U.S. Constitution and Federal Law
• The Electoral College and the National Archives and Records 

Administration
• L ist o f States and Voles

State Resources

• Letter from Archivist to Governors
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• State Responsibilities and Instructions 

Selected Links

Of interest to persons seeking more information about the U.S 
Presidency and the electoral process:

NARA links

• Treasures o f Congress Exhibit The Election of 1800 - Tally of 
Electoral Votes

• NARA's Presidential Libraries Home Paue

J .S . House o f Representatives , 
ee "Election Statistics." 
ederal Election Commission
federalist Papers

. ^  Nati onal Association of 
■ A  Seci etaries o f State

,^'Cnnacil o f State Governments
• 11 ̂ -Arri :rican Presidents Life 
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US CONSTITUTION Article. II.
ISv: The I 'S  .Xttliniiul Archives uiul Records Administration  •

Section. 1.
The executive Power shall be vested in a President o f the United States o f America. 
He shall hold his Office during the Term o f four Years, and, together with the Vice 
President, chosen for the same Term, be elected, as follows:

Each State shall appoint, in such Manner as the Legislature thereof may direct, a 
Number o f Electors, equal to the whole Number o f Senators and Representatives to 
which the State may be entitled in the Congress: but no Senator or Representative, 
or Person holding an Office o f Trust or Profit under the United States, shall be 
appointed an Elector.
The Electors shall meet in their respective Stales, and vote bv Ballot for two 
Persons, o f whom one at least shall not be an Inhabitant o f the same Slate with 
themselves. And thev shall make a List o f all the Persons voted for, and o f the 
Number o f Votes for each: which List they shall sign and certify, and transmit 
sealed to the Seat o f the Government o f the United States, directed to the President 
o f the Senate. The President o f the Senate shall, in the Presence of the Senate and 
House o f Representatives, open all the Certificates, and the Votes shall then be 
counted. The Person having the greatest Number of Votes shall be the President, if 
such Number be a Majority o f the whole Number of Electors appointed: and if
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there be more than one who have such Majority, and have an equal Number of 
Votes, then the House o f Representatives shall immediately chuse by Ballot one o f 
them for President: and if no Person have a Majority, then from the five highest on 
the L ist the said House shall in like Manner chuse the President. But in chusing the 
President, the Votes shall be taken by States, the Representation from each State 
having one Vote: A quorum for this purpose shall consist o f a Member or Members 
from two thirds o f the States, and a Majority o f all the States shall be necessary to a 
Choice. In every Case, after the Choice o f the President, the Person having the 
greatest Number of Votes o f the Electors shall be the Vice President. But if there 
should remain two or more who have equal Votes, the Senate shall chuse from 
them bv Ballot the Vice President.

The Congress may determine the Time o f chusing the Electors, and the Day on 
which they shall give their Votes; which Day shall be the same throughout the 
United States.
No Person except a natural born Citizen, or a Citizen o f the United States, at the 
time o f the Adoption o f this Constitution, shall be eligible to the Office of 
President; neither shall any Person be eligible to that Office who shall not have 
attained to the Age o f thirty five Years, and been fourteen Years a Resident within 
the United States.
In Case o f the Removal o f the President from Office, or of his Death. Resignation. 
or Inability to discharge the Powers and Duties o f the said Office, the Same shall 
devolve on the Vice President, and the Congress mav bv Law provide for the Case 
o f Removal. Death. Resignation or Inability, both of the President and Vice 
President, declaring what Officer shall then act as President, and such Officer shall 
act accordingly, until the Disability be removed, or a President shall be elected.

The President shall, at stated Times, receive for his Services, a Compensation, 
which shall neither be increased nor diminished during the Period for which he 
shall have been elected, and he shall not receive within that Period any other 
Emolument from the United States, or any o f them.

Before he enter on the Execution o f his Office, he shall take the following Oath or 
A ffirm a tion :-"I do solemnly swear (or affirm ) that I will faithfully execute the 
Office o f President o f the United States, and will to the best o f my Ability, 
preserve, protect and defend the Constitution o f the United States."

Section. 2.
The President shall be Commander in Chief o f the Army and Navy of the United 
States, and o f the Militia o f the several States, when called into the actual Service 
o f the United States; he may require the Opinion, in writing, o f the principal Officer 
in each o f the executive Departments, upon any Subject relating to the Duties of 
their respective Offices, and he shall have Power to grant Reprieves and Pardons 
for Offences against the United States, except in Cases o f Impeachment.

He shall have Power, by and with the Advice and Consent o f the Senate, to make 
Treaties, provided two thirds o f the Senators present concur; and he shall nominate, 
and by and with the Advice and Consent o f the Senate, shall appoint Ambassadors, 
other public Ministers and Consuls, Judges of the supreme Court, and all other
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Officers o f the United States, whose Appointments are not herein otherwise 
provided for, and which shall be established by Law: but the Congress may by Law 
vest the Appointment o f such inferior Officers, as they think proper, in the 
President alone, in the Courts o f Law, or in the Heads o f Departments.

The President shall have Power to fill up all Vacancies that may happen during the 
Recess o f the Senate, by granting Commissions which shall expire at the End of 
their next Session.

Section. 3.
He shall from time to time give to the Congress Information o f the State o f the 
Union, and recommend to their Consideration such Measures as he shall judge 
necessary and expedient; he may, on extraordinary Occasions, convene both 
Houses, or either o f them, and in Case o f Disagreement between them, with 
Respect to the Time o f Adjournment, he may adjourn them to such Time as he shall 
think proper; he shall receive Ambassadors and other public Ministers; he shall 
take Care that the Laws be faithfully executed, and shall Commission all the 
Officers o f the United States.

Section. 4.
The President, Vice President and all civil Officers o f the United States, shall be 
removed from Office on Impeachment for, and Conviction of, Treason, Bribery, or 
other high Crimes and Misdemeanors."
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Click here for the ISOO Electoral Vote Tally

Election of 1800

Thomas Jefferson, President (Dem.-Rep.) with popular votes and 73 electoral
votes.
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® Aaron Burr (Dem.-Rep. party) had 73 electoral votes. 
• John Adams (Federalist party) had 65 electoral votes.
1 C.C. Pinckney (Federalist party) had 64 electoral votes. 

• John Jay (Federalist party) had 1 electoral vote.

Tie decided by the House of Representatives

Democrat-Republicans: 69 
Federalists: 36

" J e f f e r s o n  o r  B u r r ?  T h e  f o r m e r  w i t h o u t  a l l  d o u b t . ”  - Quote from Alexander 
Hamilton to Gouverneur Morris, December 24,1S00

Text by: The US National Archives and Records Adm inistration

By the election o f 1800, the nation’s two parties had taken more definite shape. The 
Presidential race was hotly contested between Federalist President, John Adams, 
and Democratic-Republicans, Thomas Jefferson. Because the Constitution did not 
distinguish between President and Vice-President in the votes cast by each state’ s 
electors in the electoral college, both Jefferson and his running mate Burr received 
73 votes.

The tie threw the election into the House o f Representatives, controlled by the 
Federalists. For weeks, on each of the 35 ballots taken, neither 
Democratic-Republican candidate received a majority. Many Federalists saw 
Jefferson as their principal foe, whose election was to be avoided at all costs, but 
Federalist leader Alexander Hamilton distrusted Burr more than he feared Jefferson 
and suggested to others in his party that a Jefferson Presidency would be a 
moderate one. Jefferson also indirectly conveyed this view to the Federalists and on 
February 17, 1 SOi, on the 36th ballot, Jefferson was elected.

In addition to ending the political intrigue surrounding the election, Je ffe rson ’s 
inauguration and the Democratic-Republican takeover o f Congress set an important 
precedent. It marked the first peaceful transfer o f power between political parties in 
American history.
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