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"An Act relating Survivor Benefits"
Updated: February 23, 2002
Contact: Representative Fred Dyson’s office at (907) 465-2199

We have State of Alaska employees who are at varying levels o f risk of assault 
because of the very nature of their work. Family case workers, investigators, 
building inspectors, and others, have responsibilities that cause some citizens to 
have misdirected anger and resentment.

Our state laws have given occupational death benefits to the families of state 
employees who are killed while in the performance and within the scope of their 
duties. However, in situations where a state employee is killed off. their job site, but 
because of their work, the law provides less coverage (with non-occupational death 
benefits).

HB 480 corrects this oversight by providing occupational death benefits for the 
families of these state employees.
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(a) [Repealed, Sec. 16 ch 123 SLA 1976].

(b) If (1) the death of an employee occurs before the employee's retirement and before the employee's 
normal retirement date, and (2) the
proximate cause of death is a bodily injury sustained or a hazard undergone while in the perform ?-''e 
and within the scope of the employee's duties, and
(3) the injury or hazard is not the proximate result of wilful negligence of the employee, a monthly 
survivor's pension equal to 40 percent o f the
employee's monthly compensation in the month in which the employee dies shall be paid to the 
surviving spouse. If there is no surviving spouse or if  the
spouse later dies, the monthly survivor's pension shall be paid in equal parts to the dependent children of 
the employee. On the date the normal
retirement of the employee would have occurred if the employee had lived, monthly payments shall 
equal the monthly amount of the normal retirement
benefit to which the employee, had the employee lived and continued employment until the employee's 
normal retirement date, would have been entitled
with an average monthly compensation as existed at death and the credited service to which the 
employee would have been entitled.

(c) The lirst payment o f the surviving spouse's pension or of a dependent child's pension shall be 
made for the month following the month in which
the employee dies and payment shall cease to be made beginning with the month in which there is no 
surviving spouse or no dependent child.

(d) [Repealed, Sec. 19 ch 123 SLA 1976],

(e) [Repealed, Sec. 19 cii 123 SLA 1976],

(0  If the death of an employee occurs from occupational causes but no surviving spouse or dependent 
children exist at the time of the death or if
the employee designates as beneficiary under AS 39.35.490 someone other than the surviving spouse or 
dependent children, the employee's designated
beneficiary is entitled to receive those benefits available to a beneficiary under AS 39.35.420 (c) and an 
occupational death benefit may not be paid to 
the surviving spouse or dependent children.

Sec. 3 9 .3 5 .4 3 0 . O ccupational death benefit.
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Memorandum

February 26, 2002

To: Representative Coghill Chair 
State Affairs

From: Fred Dyson ^ j v y  y
State Representative ( \ r y

RE: Request for consideration of HB 480

I respectfully request that you schedule HB 480 at your convenience. 

Thank you.
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HOUSE BILL NO. 480
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HB 480

STATE EMPLOYEE DEATH/SURVIVOR BENEFITS

"An Act providing that the death of a state employee lulled because of their job status off the job site shall be 
considered an occupational death for purposes of survivor's pension benefits."
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