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S P O N S O R  S T A T E M E N T

H B  2 8 5

T h is  le g is la t io n  is  a  v e h ic le  to  o f f ic ia l ly  a d d  a  s e c o n d  v e rs e ,  w r i t t e n  b y  C a r o l  

B e e iy  D a v is ,  to  th e  A la s k a  s ta te  so n g .

" A la s k a ’s  F la g "  w r i t t e n  b y  M a r ie  D r a k e  a n d  c o m p o s e d  b y  E l in o r  D u s e n b u r y  w a s  

a d o p te d  a s  th e  o f f ic ia l  s t a t e  s o n g  in  1 9 5 6 , a n d  w a s  g if te d  to  t h e  U n iv e r s i t y  o f  
A la s k a  in  A p r i l  1 9 6 0 . C a r o l  B e e iy  D a v is  w ro te  t h e  s e c o n d  v e r s e  to  “A la s k a ’s 
F la g ” a n d  g if te d  th e  w o r d s  (p ro te c te d  b y  c o p y r ig h t )  to  t h e  U n iv e r s i t y  o f  A la s k a  
F o u n d a t io n  in  F e b r u a iy  1 9 8 7 . T h is  le g is la t io n  w o u ld  a l lo w  fo r  t h e  g if t ,  a  
s e c o n d  v e r s e  to  " A la s k a ’s  F la g ” , to  b e  re c o g n iz e d  a n d  a d o p te d  a s  p a r t  o f  th e  

o f f ic ia l s t a t e  s o n g  a s  w a s  th e  f i r s t  v e rs e  in  1 9 5 6 .

F u r t h e r ,  t h i s  le g is la t io n  w o u ld  r e c o g n iz e  C a r o l  B e e iy  D a v is ,  a n  A la s k a n  p io n e e r  

a n d  p o e t  la u r e a te ,  a s  th e  m a k e r  o f  th e  s e c o n d  v e rs e .  W h i le  t h e  o f f ic ia l  A la s k a  
s ta te  s o n g  r e c o g n iz e s  a n d  d e s c r ib e s  A la s k a ’s  f la g , th e  w o r d s  o f  D a v is  in  th e  
s e c o n d  v e r s e  o f  “A la s k a ’s  F la g ” , “A  N ative lad chose the D ipper’s  sta rs , For 
A la sk a 's  Jlag  th a t there he  no bars", p ro v id e s  r e c o g n it io n  o f  B e n n ie  B e n s o n  w h o  
d e s ig n e d  A la s k a ’s  o f f ic ia l  f la g  in  1 9 2 7 . B e n n y  B e n s o n  d e s c r ib e d  h is  d e s ig n  o f  

th e  flag :

“T h e  b lu e  f ie ld  is  f o r  th e  A la s k a  S k y  a n d  th e  fo rg e t -m e -n o t ,  a n  A la s k a n  
( lo w e r . T h e  N o r t h  S t a r  is  fo r  th e  fu t u r e  o f  A la s k a ,  th e  m o s t  n o r t h e r ly  in  
th e  u n io n .  T h e  D ip p e r  is  f o r  th e  G r e a t  B e a r  -  s y m b o l iz in g  s t r e n g th . ”

It is  t im e ly  to  h a v e  t h is  s e c o n d  v e r s e  o f f ic ia l ly  a d d e d  to  th e  A la s k a  s ta te  s o n g  a s  
2 0 0 2  m a r k s  th e  7 5 th A n n iv e r s a iy  o f  th e  A la s k a  F la g .

A d d it io n a l ly ,  i t  i s  a p p r o p r ia t e  to  r e c o g n iz e  th e  c o n t r ib u t io n s  o f  a l l  A la s k a n s ,  
w h e t h e r  is  w a s  o u r  s o u r d o u g h s  w h o  d re a m e d  o f  g o ld  in  th e  s t r e a m s  n e a r b y  o r  
a  y o u n g  n a t iv e  la d  w h o  s a w  a n d  g a ve  A la s k a  a  f la g  o f  g re a t  s y m b o l is m .
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For the Com m ittee on the Second V erse o f  the A laska Flag Song

T w ould  like to give you a little sum m ary o f  m y fam ily history on this 

eventful occasion. M y paternal grandfather arrived in  Juneau early in  1891 for a 

short stay, w orking for the N ow ell M ining Co. as a bookkeeper. W ith paints, 

brushes and canvas, my grandm other landed at the Juneau docks a few  m onths 

later. She planned to pain t A laskan scenery for a m onth or two. The follow ing 

year they w ere m arried in  the Log Cabin church. B oth  o f  them  cam e from  

England.

M y m other cam e to Juneau in 1920 to play for the silent m ovies at the 

Palace Theater, a  three-m onth, tem porary jo b  that lasted for seven years. By that 

time, M arie D rake w as a  good friend, the contest to choose a flag for A laska was 

underw ay, and m y father w as a m em ber o f  the Final A w ards Com m ittee to choose 

the flag. M other took  notes o f  the events at that time. L ater she w rote that once 

the design was chosen, M arie felt that the school children o f  A laska w ould 

understand the historical event better i f  they had w ords to recite, som ething like 

those in her head. The Territorial Com m issioner o f  E ducation gave his approval, 

and so the first step tow ards a song was bom .

W hen m other was approached to add a  second verse to the state song, she 

believed that it w as im portant to do so, and that her old friend, M arie, w ould 

approve. U sing the them es o f  unity, history, progress and the sta te’s natural 

beauty, she carefully com posed the verse w ith he r enduring love for Alaska. It 

w as her last gift. She was 95 years old.

S u b m i t t e d  b y  C o n s t a n c e  D a v i s



I arrived in Alaska in 1971 and was interested in the Alaska Flag song which  
mentions gold and sourdoughs’ dreams but not the first Alaskans. M y further 
research brought me to the author o f  the book on the Alaska F la g , Carol Beery  
Davis. T he song was originally written as a poem by M arie Drake which w as read 
at the dedication o f  the Alaska statehood flag ceremony.

1 met Senator Frank Ferguson and R epresentative Alvin Osterback at a N ative  
Caucus pot luck dinner, and discussed w ith them the possibility o f  adding a second  
verse contest honoring the first ASaskans. They both agreed that a contest would not 
be w ise, but perhaps a gift o f a second verse would be acceptable. T he years w ent by 
w ithout follow up. In 1 9 8 6 1 lost my new State job due to the 87’ budget shortfall, 
and I called Carol Beery Davis to tell her that before I leave Alaska I would like to 
see a second verse. Carol was 95 years o f age, and our poet laureate, w ho has 
published oveir many books o f prose and poetry. A lso, she was a m usician, teacher  
and com m unity leader and the performing and literary art’s.

I received a call the next morning to ask me to pick up the draft o f  the second verse 
which she w rote during the n ig h t I was amazed! I brought it to Senator Ferguson  
and R epresentative O sterback for review and they liked it and said to get it 
registered and approved by other groups. I brought it to the Alaska Native 
Sisterhood and Alaska Native Brotherhood Camp 2 in Juneau for review. They  
approved and passed a resolution to accept the second verse by Carol Beery Davis as 
a beautiful gift to all people o f Alaska. M em ber Dorothy W allace testified in a 
Legislative Com m ittee on the resolution. The staff o f Communty Schools reviewed  
the verse and it was very w ell received by them also.

The second verse was then given to the U niversity o f Alaska in Fairbanks w here the 
first verse is in tru st I returned to my job at the Department o f Education working  
with Federal programs and Community Schools which enabled me to distribute the 
second verse state wide. M any schools use both verses at graduations and special 
events as w ell asin perform ances at post secondary graduations and state  
conferences. In addition, Native organizations sing both verses at conferences and 
meetings.

It would be wonderful if a bill w as passed by the State Legislature to accept her gift 
and to add it as the official second verse to the Alaska Flag song.

Connie M unro 
120 W . 9th. Street 
Juneau, Alaska 99801
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GIFT OP MUSICAL WORK

KNOW ALL MEN BY THESE PRESENTS: That ve, MARIS C. DRAKE and

ELINOR DUSKNBURY, respectively the author and composer of the song 

"ALASKA1S FLAG", for and In consideration of the sum of One ($1.00) 

Dollar, the receipt; whereof is hereby acknowledged, and other good 

and valuable consideration, do hereby give, donate, transfer and 

assign unto th* Board of Regents of the University of Alaska, as 

trustees for and on behalf of the benefit of said university, all 

of their right, title and interest in and to that certain musical 

work known as nALASKA13 PLAG" together with all of their right, 

title and interest in and to the copyright thereof.

Dated this ^  day of
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GIFT OF MUSICAL WORK 

KNOW ALL MEN BY THESE PRESENTS: That I, Carol Beery 

Davis, the author of the attached lyrics entitled "Alaska's 

Flag (second verse)," for and in consideration of the sum of 

One ($1.00) Dollar, the receipt whereof is hereby 

acknowledged, and other good and valuable consideration, do 

hereby give, donate, transfer and assign unto the Board of 

Trustees of the. University of Alaska Foundation, all of ray 

rights, title and interest in and to those certain lyrics 

known as "Alaska Flag (second verse)" together with all of 

ray rights, title and interest in and to the copyright 

thereof. '

Dated this day of , 1987.

STATE OF ALASKA )
) ss.

FIRST JUDICIAL DISTRICT )

. THIS IS TO CERTIFY that on this ^2 : f a  day of
1987, before me, the undersigned, a Notary Public and 

for the State of Alaska, personally appeared Carol Beery 
Davis, known to me and to me known to be the individual 
named in and who executed the foregoing document and she 
acknowledged to me that she executed the foregoing document 
as her free and voluntary act and deed for the uses and 
purposes therein set forth.

WITNESS ray hand and xiptaiija.1 ' seal the day and year 
first hereinabove writte.

Nerfra r in and-ifor Alaska
M y — C U aa im .-i- 'B .-g  -i n n  V y p j  r f i S  7

f i t  S Z Z d . -  €
‘ 0

P A G E  03



About Us http://www.alaska.edu/uafound/about/aboiitus.litnil

About the Foundation 

Annual Report

About the University of Alaska 
foundation

Policies and Procedures

Scholarships. Grants and 
Awards

Gifts to the University

UA Foundation Home
The University of Alaska Foundation is a private nonprofit 
corporation, operated as a public Foundation, which was 
established in 1974 to solicit, manage and invest donations for 
the exclusive benefit o f the University o f Alaska. The 
Foundation is a tax-exempt organization as described in 
Subsection 501 (c) (3) of the Internal Revenue Code and 
donations made to the Foundation are deductible according to 
schedules established under income and estate tax regulations. 
The Foundation qualifies as a public charitable organization 

under Subsection 170 (b) (1) (A) (vi) of the Internal Revenue 
Code.

The Foundation is legally separate and distinct from the 
University o f Alaska and is organized under its own Articles of 
Incorporation and Bylaws. Its members are its College of 
Fellows and it is governed by its own Board of Trustees. This 
thirty member board is composed of prominent Alaskans and 
includes the University President, the three University 
Chancellors, as well as two members of the Board of Regents. 
The Board meets three times annually and establishes the 

Foundation's investment policy for the endowments, manages 
donated property and oversees the distribution o f the 
Foundation's assets to its sole beneficiary, the University of 
Alaska system.

The Board of Regents of the University of Alaska has 
recognized the University of Alaska Foundation as the entity 
which should manage private gifts and governmental gifts 
restricted to 501 (c) (3) organizations made to support all 
campuses of the University of Alaska system. The Regents 
Policies further direct lhat all unrestricted gifts to the University 
of Alaska must be transferred to the Foundation. It further 
states that restricted gifts, too, may be transferred to the

i o f 3 1/14/02 2:2.4 PM
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S P O N S O R  S T A T E M E N T

HB 285

T h is  leg is la tio n  is a  veh icle  to  officially a d d  a  seco n d  verse , w r itte n  b y  C arol 
B eery  D avis, to th e  A lask a  s ta te  so n g .

"A laska’s Flag" w ritte n  by M arie D ra k e  a n d  co m p o sed  by  E lin o r D u s e n b u ry  w as 
a d o p te d  a s  th e  official s ta te  so n g  in  1956 , a n d  w as g ifted  to th e  U n iv ersity  of 
A lask a  in  A pril 1960. C aro l B eery  D avis w ro te  th e  se co n d  v e rse  to "A laska’s 
Flag" a n d  g ifted  th e  w ords (p ro tec ted  by  copyright) to th e  U n iversity  o f A lask a  
F o u n d a tio n  in  F e b ru a ry  1987. T h is  leg isla tio n  w ould  allow  for th e  gift, a  
s e c o n d  v e rse  to “A lask a 's  F lag ”, to be  recogn ized  a n d  a d o p te d  a s  p a r t  o f th e  
official s ta te  so n g  a s  w as th e  f irs t v e rse  in  1956.

F u r th e r ,  th is  leg is la tio n  w ould  recogn ize  C aro l B eery D avis, a n  A la sk a n  p io n e e r  
a n d  p o e t la u re a te , a s  th e  m a k e r  o f th e  se c o n d  verse . W hile th e  official A lask a  
s ta te  so n g  reco g n izes  a n d  d e sc r ib e s  A la sk a ’s flag, th e  w o rd s  o f D avis in  th e  
se c o n d  v e rse  o f "A laska’s  Flag", "A Native lad chose the Dipper's s tars, For 
A la s k a ’s Jlag tha t there be no bars", p ro v id es  reco g n itio n  of B en n ie  B e n so n  w ho 
d es ig n ed  A la sk a ’s  official flag in  1927. B en n y  B en so n  d e sc rib e d  h is  d es ig n  of 
th e  flag:

"The b lu e  field is for th e  A lask a  S ky  a n d  the  fo rg e t-m e-n o t, a n  A lask an  
flow er. T h e  N orth  S ta r  is for th e  fu tu re  of A laska, th e  m o s t n o r th e r ly  in 
th e  u n io n . T h e  D ipper is for th e  G re a t B ea r -  sym bo liz ing  s tre n g th ."

It is tim ely  to h av e  th is  seco n d  v e rse  officially ad d ed  to th e  A lask a  s ta te  so n g  a s  
2 0 0 2  m a rk s  th e  7 5 th A n n iv e rsa ry  o f th e  A lask a  Flag.

A dditionally , it is a p p ro p ria te  to recogn ize  the  c o n tr ib u tio n s  o f all A la sk a n s , 
w h e th e r  is  w as  o u r  so u rd o u g h s  w ho  d re a m e d  of gold in  th e  s tre a m s  n e a rb y  o r 
a  y o u n g  n a tiv e  lad  w ho saw  a n d  gave A lask a  a  flag of g re a t sym bo lism .
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GIFT OF MUSICAL WORK

KNOW ALL MEN BY THESE PRESENTS: T h a t we, MARIS C. DRAKE and

ELINOR DUSENBUHY, r e s p e c t i v e l y  t h e  a u th o r  and  co m p o ser o f  t h e  song  

"ALASKA'S FLAO", f o r  an d  i n  c o n s id e r a t i o n  o f  th e  sum o f  One ($ 1 .0 0 )  

D o l l a r ,  th e  r e o e i p t  w h e re o f  i s  h e re b y  ack n o w led g ed , an d  o t h e r  good 

and  v a lu a b le  c o n s id e r a t i o n ,  do h e re b y  g iv e ,  d o n a te ,  t r a n s f e r  and  

a s s i g n  u n to  th *  B o ard  o f  R e g e n ts  o f  th e  U n iv e r s i ty  o f  A la sk a , a s  

t r u s t e e s  f o r  and  on b e h a l f  o f  th e  b e n e f i t  o f  s a id  u n i v e r s i t y ,  a l l  

o f  t h e i r  r i g h t ,  t i t l e  and  i n t e r e s t  i n  an d  t o  t h a t  c e r t a i n  m u s ic a l  

w ork known a s  "ALASKA'S FLAG" t o g e t h e r  w ith  a l l  o f  t h e i r  r i g h t ,  

t i t l e  and  i n t e r e s t  i n  an d  to  th e  c o p y r ig h t  t h e r e o f .

i t n ei t n e

Z L



Alaska Native Brotherhood 
And

Alaska Native Sisterhood 
Camp #2

January 11, 2002

The Honorable Carl Morgan 
House of Representatives 
State Capitol, Room 434 
State of Alaska 
Juneau, Alaska 99801-1182

Representative Carl Morgan:

On behalf o f the Alaska Native Brotherhood and Alaska Native Sisterhood, Juneau Camp 

#2, we extend sincere appreciation for your leadership role in sponsoring HB 285. We 

believe passage of this Bill would be a beautiful gift to all peoples o f the State o f Alaska 

and a unique way to honor all.

Please don’t hesitate to contact us if you think that we can assist you in the passage of 

this Bill or other matters. You may contact us in writing, 320 W. Willoughby Avenue, 

Suite 100, Juneau, Alaska 99801, or by leaving a message with the receptionist at the 

ANB Hall, 586-2049.
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About the Foundation 

Annual Report

About the University of Alaska 
Foundation

Policies and Procedures

Scholarships. Grants and 
Awards

Gifts to the University

UA Foundation Home
The University of Alaska Foundation is a private nonprofit 
corporation, operated as a public Foundation, which was 
established in 1974 to solicit, manage and invest donations for 
the exclusive benefit o f the University of Alaska. The 
Foundation is a tax-exempt organization as described in 
Subsection 501 (c) (3) of the Internal Revenue Code and 
donations made to the Foundation are deductible according to 
schedules established under income and estate tax regulations. 
The Foundation qualifies as a public charitable organization 
under Subsection 170 (b) (1) (A) (vi) of the Internal Revenue 
Code.

The Foundation is legally separate and distinct from the 
University of Alaska and is organized under its own Articles of 
Incorporation and Bylaws. Its members are its College of 
Fellows and it is governed by its own Board of Trustees. This 
thirty member board is composed of prominent Alaskans and 
includes the University President, the three University 
Chancellors, as well as two members of the Board of Regents. 
The Board meets three times annually and establishes the 

Foundation's investment policy for the endowments, manages 
donated property and oversees the distribution of the 
Foundation's assets to its sole beneficiary, the University of 
Alaska system.

The Board of Regents of the University of Alaska has 
recognized the University of Alaska Foundation as the entity 
which should manage private gifts and governmental gifts 
restricted to 501 (c) (3) organizations made to support all 
campuses of the University of Alaska system. The Regents 
Policies further direct that all unrestricted gifts to the University 
of Alaska must be transferred to the Foundation. It further 
states that restricted gifts, too, may be transferred to the
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GIFT OF MUSICAL WORK 

KNOW ALL MEN BY THESE PRESENTS: T h a t I ,  C a ro l B eery  

D a v is , t h e  a u th o r  o f  t h e  a t t a c h e d  l y r i c s  e n t i t l e d  " A la s k a 's  

F la g  (seco n d  v e r s e ) , "  f o r  and  i n  c o n s id e r a t i o n  o f  th e  sum o f  

One ($ 1 .0 0 ) D o l l a r ,  th e  r e c e i p t  w h e re o f  i s  h e re b y  

ack n o w led g ed , and o th e r  good and v a lu a b le  c o n s id e r a t i o n ,  do 

h e re b y  g iv e ,  d o n a te ,  t r a n s f e r  an d  a s s ig n  u n to  th e  Board o f  .

... T r u s te e s  o f  th e .  U n iv e r s i ty  o f  A la sk a  F o u n d a tio n , a l l  o f  my 

r i g h t s ,  t i t l e  and  i n t e r e s t  i n  and to  th o s e  c e r t a i n  l y r i c s  

known a s  "A lask a  F la g  (se c o n d  v e r s e ) " t o g e t h e r  w ith  a l l  c f  

my r i g h t s ,  t i t l e  and  i n t e r e s t  i n  and t o  th e  c o p y r ig h t  

t h e r e o f .  *•':

^  1 1 9 8 7 .D ated  t h i s  day  o f
~ T -

STATE OF ALASKA 

FIRST JUDICIAL DISTRICT
s s .

)

^  THIS IS TO CERTIFY t h a t  on t h i s  'V i & 'd a y  o f
1987, b e f o r e  me, th e  u n d e r s ig n e d ,  a N o ta ry  P u b l ic  and 

f o r  th e  S t a t e  o f  A la s k a ,  p e r s o n a l l y  a p p e a re d  C a ro l B eery  
D a v is , known t o  me and t o  me known to  b e  th e  i n d i v i d u a l  
named i n  and who e x e c u te d  th e  f o r e g o in g  docum ent and she 
ackn o w led g ed  t o  me t h a t  sh e  e x e c u te d  t h e  fo r e g o in g  docum ent 
a s  h e r  f r e e  and v o lu n ta r y  a c t  and  deed  f o r  th e  u s e s  and 
p u rp o s e s  t h e r e i n  s e t  f o r t h .

WITNESS 
f i r s t  h e re in a b o v e

My—g o m m a-M  i n n  P  v p  j  T r  ̂  _

’ o

my h and  and 
w r i t t e .

. s e a l  th e  day  and y e a r

P A ^F  03



Alaska Native Brotherhood 
And

Alaska Native Sisterhood 
Camp #2

Resolution # 02-01

A Resolution in Support of HB 285 Titled: An Act adding a Second Verse to the Official 
Alaska State Song.

Whereas, The Alaska Native Brotherhood and the Alaska Native Sisterhood organized in 
1912 and 1923 respectively to advocate for Alaska Native health, safety, welfare and 
cultural preservation; and

Whereas, The Alaska Native Brotherhood and the Alaska Native Sisterhood Local Camp 
#2 was chartered by the Alaska Native Brotherhood and Alaska Native Sisterhood Grand 
Camp in 1914 and 1926 respectively as a constituent part o f the Grand Camp.

Whereas, the Alaska Native Brotherhood, Camp #2 is comprised o f 53 Regular Members; 
2 Life Members; and 3 Student Members for a total of 58 members. The Alaska Native 
Sisterhood, Camp #2 is comprised of 118 Regular Members, 16 Life Members, and 21 
Student Members for a total of 155 members.

Now, therefore be it resolved, The Alaska Native Brotherhood and Alaska Native 
Sisterhood, Camp #2 strongly urge the passage of HB 285 in the Legislature of the State 
o f Alaska by Representatives Morgan, Porter, Foster, Williams, Hudson, Harris, Coghill, 
Meyer, Dryson, Whitaker, Halcro and Lancaster, for an act entitled “An Act adding a 
second verse to the official Alaska State Flag song.

Adopted by the Alaska Native Brotherhood and Alaska Native Sisterhood, Camp #2 on 
January 11,2002. /
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Alaskans should all weigh in 
on 'Alaska's Flag' verse

\Y ®

tc ticC am  * ,„^v .
. "■ J ■ ■

ra irba nk s , A laska

By DermotCole

W ednesday , Janua ry  16, 2 0 02  - HOW ABOUT A
statewide contest to write a second verse for "Alaska's 
Flag?"

I That would be in keeping with the way in which the elegant 
I flag described by the song was created. It would also bring 
I together people from across Alaska for this, the 75th 
anniversary of the simple flag of a last frontier.

I make this suggestion because a legislative committee 
chaired by Rep. John Coghill plans a hearing Thursday 
morning in Juneau on plans to add a second verse to 
"Alaska's Flag," t! re official state song.

The committee is considering a proposed second verse 
written by the late Carol Beery Davis, former poet laureate 
of Alaska.

But many artists across the state may have good ideas on 
a second verse for the official song that would recognize 
Alaska Native cultures and other important themes and do 
so in words that are both as simple and as memorable as 
those in the original.

The Thursday heaiing on the flag song will be 
teleconferenced to Fairbanks and testimony will be taken 
at the Legislative Information Office in Fairbanks in the 
Denali State Bank building at 8 a.m.

The story of the flag song begins with Benny Benson, a 
Native student at the Jessie Lee Home in Seward who 
submitted the winning design for an Alaska flag when the 
territory held a contest among schoolchildren in 1927.

H H iEwam

Print this Article 
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Link this Article
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overdue. Insights

In his written rtesr.rintinn nf his flan. Ftensnn marie it drear whv ha nhnsa a hit to

I of 3 I/16/2002 3:59 PM

http://www.news-mincr.com/Stories/0,1002,7254,00.html


Fairbanks Daily News-Miner wysiwyg://7/htlp://www.ncws-miner.com/Storics/0,1002,7254,00.html

background and the stars: "The blue field is for the Alaska sky and the 
I forget-me-not, an Alaskan flower. The North Star is for the future state of 
[ Alaska, the most northerly in the union. The Dipper is for the Great 
Bear-symbolizing strength."

Based on Benson's text, Marie Drake wrote the poem that became the flag 
song. Drake was a secretary to the commissioner of Education and her poem 

| was set to music by Elinor Dusenbury in 1938. It became Alaska's official song 
in 1955.

"When they sing 'Alaska's Flag,"' Dusenbury once said, "People always stand,
J and older ones cry when they come to the words, 'Alaska's Flag to Alaskans 
dear, the simple flag of the last frontier."

With the exception of the images added by Drake, "The gold of the early 
sourdough's dreams, the precious gold of the hills and streams," the song 

| follows Benson's explanation of what the flag meant to him.

| THE PR O PO SE D  NEW verse begins, "A Native lad chose the Dipper's stars, 
For Alaska's flag that there be no bars, Among our cultures. Be it known,

I Through years the Natives' past has grown..."

In subjective matters like this there is always poetic license, but the line makes it 
seem as if Benson's motivation for choosing the Dipper as a symbol was 
something other than what he said it was.

I The proposed second verse also contains a line that will take some explaining, 
namely, "With nature's flag to Alaskans dear..."

W hen Lt. Gov. Fran Ulmer was a legislator she introduced a bill to add the 
| words by Davis as the second verse. The bill was approved by the House in 
1987, but rejected by the Senate.

J Among the 23 House members who have already signed on to back the bill this 
year, HB 285, four are from the Fairbanks area-Coghill and Reps. Jim 

I Whitaker, Jeannette James and John Davies.

The proposed second verse is as follows:

“A Native lad chose the Dipper's stars

I for Alaska's flag that there be no bars

Among our cultures. Be it known

Through years the Natives' past has grown

To share life's treasures, hand in hand,

To keep Alaska our Great Land;

W e love the northern, midnight sky,

The mountains, lakes and streams nearby.

The great North Star with its steady light

| Will guide all cultures, clear and bright,

I With nature's flag to Alaskans dear,

| The simple flag of the last frontier."

an n e is

F i n d - y ,
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AN EXHIBIT ABOUT Alaska's flag opens Thursday in Juneau at the Alaska 
State Museum. It includes 36 of the original 142 proposed flag designs 

I submitted by children in Alaska in 1927. Among the students with designs in the 
| exhibit are Bob DeArmond, Paul Solka, Steve McCutcheon, Mary Walsh and 
Frances Meals.

I The exhibit is designed to be a traveling one and I hope that someone will 
arrange to get it to Fairbanks as it tours the state over the next two years. The 
display includes the gold watch Benson received for winning the flag contest and 
other items.

The catalog to the flag exhibit, written by UAF archivist India Spartz, quotes a 
letter that William Paul, a Native lawyer and legislator, sent to Benson after the 

j flag was chosen.

had the honor of writing the bill--now a law--which made your winning design 
I the official flag of A las ka ... Altogether, this should encourage the Native races 
! in Alaska to enter competition with all others, to do so without fear, and to stick 
| to it until we win something," Paul wrote.

Paul's bill said the flag was selected for its "simplicity, its originality and its 
symbolism."

I Spartz writes that Benson, who died in 1972, often said that the biggest thrill of 
his life was when he received a standing ovation from the delegates of the 

I Alaska Constitutional Convention in Fairbanks. "The noise was so loud I couldn't 
hear a thing; people whistled and hollered and stamped," he said.

ON THE WAY: Elementary school report cards should be personally delivered 
by local scholars this week. In the interests of seeing that the middle school and 

| high school report cards reach parents, those are sent by mail and should show 
up by the end of the week.

I D e rm ot C o le  can be reached  at c o le@ new sm ine r.com  o r  459 -7530 .

u  M K J M I !

© 1999-2002 MediaNews Group, Inc. and Fairbanks Publishing 
Company, Inc.
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team  w o u l^ f r l  two trees about the 
right distaiwBapart for a lean-to. 
Then we’d cut down everything else 
in sight. We needed pol- s to lash 
together for the lean-to frame and 
lots of boughs —  to weave into the 
poles and to make beds for our sleep­
ing bags. We also needed firewood. 
We never left a w inter survival site 
looking like anything bu t a British 
Columbia clear-cut.

Once we had the she lte r built, we 
turned our attention to the fire. The 
Scouts taught lots of ways to make a 
fire with nothing but available m ate­
rials. But we didn’t use any of them. 
Instead, we employed a form of fire 
starting first explained to me by a 
friend of my dad.

“The best way to s ta r t a fme is our 
way, the Indian way,” he said.

“How’s that?” I asked.
“Blazo,” he said, “and a steel- 

jacketed bullet.”
Our scout leaders had an 

irrational —  nay, un-American —  
aversion to having us kids go out into 
the woods armed. So we had to make 
do with lighter fluid and kitchen 
matches. Nothing like lighter fluid to 
get one of those black spruce fires 
smoldering real good.

After that, it was charring some 
meat for dinner, crawling into our 
bags and falling asleep, while the 
adults snuck back to the vehicles to 
warm up.

Piece of cake, really. In fact, I can 
only think of one better way to su r­
vive winter. The way I use now. The 
way every real Alaskan teaches his 
children: Stay indoors, and tiy  to 
make it to Hawaii for a couple of 
weeks every winter.

■  Mike Doogan's opinion column appears each 
Tuesday, Friday and Sunday. His telephone number is 
257-4350, and his e-mail address Is 
njttoogan@adn.com.

■ TUSSLE: Jerome Logan accuse! 
of killing man after basketball game.

By NICOLE TSONG
A n c h o ra g e  D a ily  N e w s

Billy W atterson’s life ended on a sum mer 
night in 2000 when a fight fueled by alcohol ex­
ploded in racial taunts after a pickup basket­
ball game, atto rneys said as Jerom e Logan’s 
m urder trial began Monday in Anchorage Su­
perior Court.

P rosecu tors say Logan —  who faces one 
count of first-degree murder, two counts of 
second-degree m urder and one count of third- 
degree assau lt —  shot and killed 21-year-old 
Watterson a t a party in East Anchorage.

In opening sta tem ents before Judge Mike 
Wolverton, assis tan t district attorney Hollis 
French told the jury that Logan had opportuni­

ties to leave the party after a fight. Instead, he 
took a gun from his car and returned, French 
said.

“.Jerome Logan should have walked away. 
Anger and alcohol clouded his judgment,” the 
prosecutor said.

But defense attorney Rex Butler said Lo­
gan, 22, didn’t intend to shoot anyone when he 
brandished the gun. Logan was angry because 
of racial taunts directed a t him after the bas­
ketball game, Butler said. The gun went off 
during a struggle between Logan and other 
people, he said.

“I suspect evidence will show that during 
the course of this fight... that the gun ended up 
discharging at least twice, maybe three times, 
and unfortunately Billy Watterson is dead,” 
Butler said.

See Page 11-3, SHOOTING

Billy Watterson 
was 21 when he 
was shot and 
hilled in 2000 
at a party in 
East Anchorage.

^ I i u i

Jerome Logan 
faces assault 
charges as well 
as first- and 
second-degree 
murder charges.

Choir belts out 2nd verse to state song

SEANNA O'SULLIVAN / The Associated Press

House Speaker Brian Porter, R-Anchorage, has joined 14
representatives In sponsoring a bill to add a verse to
"Alaska's Flag." r

0  BILL; House of Representatives hears 
the proposed addition to ‘Alaska’s Flag.’
By CATHY BROWN
The A s s o c ia te d  P ress

JUNEAU —  The Alaska Youth Choir gave the state 
House of Representatives a chance to h ea r —  literally 
—  one of the bills they’ll probably vote on this year.

During opening ceremonies in the 
House on Monday, the children’s 
choir chimed out two verses of “Alas­
ka's Flag” instead of one.

Fourteen representatives, includ­
ing House Speaker Brian Porter, are 
sponsoring a bill to officially add the 
second verse, which honors the con­
tributions of Alaska Natives, to the 
sta le song.

Adoption of the second verse was among more than 
100 m easures Gov. Tony Knowles’ Commission on Tol-

See Page ff-3, SONG

Alaska

W i t

■ PICKLE: Info 
troubles create 
Joshua Wade c

BY SHEILA TOOMEY
A n c h o ra g e  D a ily  new s

Prosecu tors in 
murder case have 
on their way to 
Their most impc 
the ones who wore 
ed Wade appareu 
he killed Della Br 
fall 2000, have b 
arm ed robbeiy.

The fact that \vi 
be crim inals isn't t 
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know about some 
havior for reduce 
own case.

The problem 1 
Daniel Troxel am 
are  charged will 
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felonies that coi 
prison for 10 years 
ed. According to 
ment, the robberj 
beatings.

It is unlikely t 
can be resolved b 
al, scheduled fo 
That m eans Tr 
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year,
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has outlined $234,350 for 
new vice principals a t t! 
tric t’s largest middle S' 
and $156,100 for two ne
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to Waiter,;

Junior Hollenbeck offers some advice ab rut the UAA campus to Theresa Rzeczcki at the student center. The booth at the University of Alaska 
Anchorage was provided by the Campus .ife group for new student orientation. Hollenbeck said most people just wanted directions to a 
building or room. Spring semester began last week.

SONG: Youth Choir sings proposed second verse
Continued from R-l 

erance recommended to heal the racial divide 
between whites and minority groups. The com­
mission was appointed after public outrage last, 
w inter over paint ball attacks by th ree white 
teens on Natives in downtown Anchorage.

More sweeping recommendations included 
new hate crime laws, increased funding for rural 
schools attended mostly by Natives and an end 
to the decade-long stalemate over subsistence.

Porter, R-Anchorage, said he didn’t know 
whether the House Republican majority would 
accept all the commission’s recommendations, 
but members want to address the racial divide.

"Certainly the intent of the House is to work 
toward urban-rural respect as opposed to gap,’’ 
Po rte r said. Having both verses of the song 
perform ed Monday seem ed like a nice begin­
ning to that pursuit, he said. An aide to Porter

arranged the opening-day ceremony.
Adding the second verse is not a new idea. 

Democratic Lt. Gov. F ran Uimer introduced a 
bill to do so around 1987, when she was rep re ­
senting Juneau in the House.

The second verse was written by Ihe late 
Carol Berry Davis, who lived in Juneau . She 
was disturbed that the original song did not 
recognize Alaska Natives, Ulmer said.

That time around, the bill passed in the House 
but died in a Senate committee, Ulmer said.

Senate P resident Rick Halford said Monday 
that he had no initial objection to adding the 
verse but he wanted to listen to a tape of Mon­
day’s House floor session to ensure the two 
verses fit well together.

The bill’s first hearing will be at 8 a.m. 
Thursday in the House S ta te  Affairs Commit­
tee.

A dding the second  
verse is not a new  
idea. Democratic  

Lt. Gov. Fran 
Ulmer introduced  

a b ill to do so  
around 1987, when 

she was 
representing  

Juneau in the  
House.
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team  would find two trees about the 
right distance apart for a lean-to. 
Then we’d cut down everything else 
in sight. We needed poles to lash 
together for the lean-to frame and 
lots of boughs —  to weave into the 
poles and to make beds for our sleep­
ing bags. We also needed firewood. 
We never left a w inter survival site 
looking like anything but a British 
Columbia clear-cut.

Once we had the shelter built, we 
turned our attention to the fire. The 
Scouts taught lots of ways to make a 
fire with nothing but available m ate­
rials. But we didn’t use any of them. 
Instead, we employed a form of fire 
starting first explained to me by a 
friend of my dad.

“The best way to s ta rt a fire is our 
way, the Indian way,” he said.

“How’s that?” I asked.
“Blazo,” he said, “and a steel- 

jacketed bullet.”
Our scout leaders had an 

irrational —  nay, un-American —  
aversion to having us kids go out into 
the woods armed. So we had to make 
do with lighter fluid and kitchen 
matches. Nothing like lighter fluid to 
get one of those black spruce fires 
smoldering real good.

After that, it was charring some 
meat for dinner, crawling into our 
bags and falling asleep, while the 
adults snuck back to the vehicles to 
warm up.

Piece of cake, really. In fact, I can 
only think of one better way to su r­
vive winter. The way I use now. The 
way every real Alaskan teaches his 
children: Stay indoors, and tiy  to 
make it to Hawaii for a couple of 
weeks every winter.

■  Mike Doogan's opinion column appears each 
Tuesday, Friday and Sunday. His telephone number is 
257-4350, and his e-mail address is 
njdoogan@adn.com. y

* TUSSLE: Jerome Logan accused 
of killing man after basketball game.

By NICOLE TSONP
A n c h o ra g e  D a lly  N e w s

Billy W atterson’s life ended on a sum mer 
night in 2000 when a fight fueled by alcohol ex­
ploded in racial taunts a fter a pickup basket­
ball game, attorneys said as Jerom e Logan’s 
m urder trial began Monday in Anchorage Su­
perior Court.

P rosecu tors say Logan —  who faces one 
count of firsL-degree murder, two counts of 
second-degree m urder and one count of third- 
degree assau lt —  shot and killed 21-year-old 
Watterson a t a party in East Anchorage.

In opening s tatem en ts before Judge Mike 
Wolverton, assis tan t district a ttorney Hollis 
French told the jury that Logan had opportuni­

ties to leave the party after a fight. Instead, he 
took a gun from his car and returned, French 
said.

“Jerom e Logan should have walked away. 
Anger and alcohol clouded his judgment,” the 
prosecutor said.

But defense attorney Rex Butler said Lo­
gan, 22, didn’t intend to shoot anyone when he 
brandished the gun. Logan was angry because 
of racial taunts directed a t him after the bas­
ketball game. Butler said. The gun went off 
during a struggle between Logan and other 
people, he said.

"I suspect evidence will show that during 
the course of this fight... that the gun ended up 
discharging at least twice, maybe three times, 
and unfortunately Billy W atterson is dead,” 
Butler said.

See Page SHOOTING

Billy Watterson 
was 21 when he 
was shot and 
killed In 2000 
at a party in 
East Anchorage.

Jerome Logan 
faces assault 
charges as well 
as first- and 
second-degree 
murder charges.

Cboir belts out 2nd verse to state song

SEANNA O'SULLIVAN / The Associated Ptcss

House Speaker Brian Porter, R-Anchorage, has joined 14 
representatives In sponsoring a bill to add a verse to 
“Alaska's Flag."

■ BILL: House of Representatives hears 
the proposed addition to ‘Alaska’s Flag.’
By CATHY BROWN
The A s s o c ia te d  P ress

JUNEAU —  The Alaska Youth Choir gave the s ta te  
House of Representatives a chance to h ea r —  literally 
—  one of the bills they’ll probably vote on this year.

During opening ceremonies in the 
House on Monday, the children's 
choir chimed out two verses of “Alas­
ka’s Flag” instead of one.

Fourteen representatives, includ­
ing House Speaker Brian Porter, are 
sponsoring a bill to officially add the 
second verse, which honors the con­
tributions of Alaska Natives, to the 
state song.

Adoption of the second verse was among more than 
100 m easures Gov. Tony Knowles’ Commission on Tol-
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BY SHEILA TOOMEY
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Junior Hollenbeck offers some advice about the UAA campus to Theresa Rzeczcki at the student center. The booth at the University of Alaska 
Anchorage was provided by the Campus Life group for new student orientation. Hollenbeck said most people just wanted directions to a 
building or room. Spring semester began last week.

SONG: Youth Choir sings proposed second verse
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erance recommended to heal the racial divide 
between whites and minority groups. The com­
mission was appointed after public outrage last 
w inter over paint ball a ttacks by th ree white 
teens on Natives in downtown Anchorage.

More sweeping recommendations included 
new hate crime laws, increased funding for rural 
schools attended mostly by Natives and an end 
to the decade-long stalemate over subsistence.

Porter, R-Anchorage, said he didn't know 
whether the House Republican majority would 
accept all the commission’s recommendations, 
but members want to address the racial divide.

“Certainly the intent of the House is to work 
toward urban-rural respect as opposed to gap,” 
Po rte r said. Having both verses of the song 
performed Monday seem ed like a nice begin­
ning to that pursuit, he said. An aide to Porter

arranged the opening-day ceremony.
Adding the second verse is not a new idea. 

Democratic Lt. Gov. F ran Ulmer introduced a 
bill to do so around 1987, when she was rep re­
senting Juneau in the House.

The second verse was w ritten by the late 
Carol Berry Davis, who lived in Juneau. She 
was disturbed tha t the original song did not 
recognize Alaska Natives, Ulmer said.

That time around, the bill passed in the House 
but died in a Senate committee, Ulmer said.

Senate President Rick Halford said Monday 
that he had no initial objection to adding the 
verse but he wanted to listen to a  tape of Mon­
day’s House floor session to ensure the two 
verses fit well together.

The bill’s first hearing will be at 8 a.m. 
Thursday in the House S tate Affairs Commit­
tee.
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