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DATE: February 20, 2002

TO: Representative John Coghill, Chair
House State Affairs Committee

RE: Request to hear HB 253

Please schedule HB 253 for a hearing in State Affairs at your earliest 
convenience.

The bill and sponsor statement are attached.

Thank you.
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S P O N S O R  S T A T E M E N T  

House Bill 253 

Social W orkers 20-Y ear Retirem ent

House Bill 253 w ould add “Social W orkers” to the grow ing list o f  state em ployees 
eligible for retirem ent after 20 years o f service.

By allow ing any person currently w orking for the State o f A laska as a Social 
W orker to “buy in” to 20-year retirem ent (paying the difference betw een that and 
his/her current contributions) the bill w ould benefit current em ployees.

But the m ajor benefit to the State o f A laska, i f  this bill passes, would be as a 
recruitm ent tool w hen filling new positions. Social W orkers have a difficult job, 
and we need to be sure we are attracting and retaining the very best candidates to 
play this critically  im portant role.


