


LAW O FF IC E S  OF
K E N N E T H  P. J A C O B U S .  P.C. 4 2 5  G STREET . SU ITE  9 2 0

ANCHORAGE. ALASKA 99501-2140 
TELEPHONE (907) 277-3333 

FAX (907) 278-4840

April 26, 2001

TO: HOUSE STATE AFFAIRS COMMITTEE

Re: House Bill 213 and House Joint Resolution 25 
Limitations on initiatives

I have attached materials relating to House Bill 45, from the previous session, when this 
bill and joint resolution were considered and rejected. There materials are still pertinent.

It appears that the present bill is even worse than the bill that was previously rejected. 
Last session, the number o f  signatures required to meet each o f  the 30 additional required 
benchmarks was 4% - in the new bill it is 7%.

There is no reason that Republicans should lead the charge to deprive the voters o f  Alaska 
o f their right to initiative. In particular, we want to elect a Republican governor at the next 
election, and retain Republican seats in the newly reapportioned legislature. We cannot have a
proposed Constitutional amendment on the ballot which allows our opponents to argue that the
Republicans want to deprive the voters o f  Alaska o f their initiative rights.

I f have any particular questions, please let me know.

Very truly yours,
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January 24, 2000

TO: SENATE JUDICIARY COMMITTEE 

Re: House Bill 45, Limitations on Initiatives

Dear Chairman Taylor and Committee Members,

I am the legal counsel for the Republican Party o f  Alaska and have worked on several initiative 
petitions. I will be testifying today at the hearing on this bill, but did want to submit certain 
information in writing. These comments are my own as an individual and do not represent any 
policy or statement o f  the Republican Party o f  Alaska.

First, the members o f the committee must read two excellent articles by Liz Ruskin and Martha 
B ellisle at Page One o f  the Metro Section o f  the Anchorage Daily N ew s o f  Sunday, January 23, 
2000. These articles present an excellent, accurate and objective view  o f  tlie issues.

House Bili 45 proposes and requires the adoption o f  a Constitutional Amendment to limit tho 
rights o f  Alaskan voters to participate in tlie initiative process. Article One, Section Two o f  the 
Alaska Constitution specifically provides:

All political power is inherent in tlie people. All government originates with tlie 
people, is founded upon their w ill only, and is instituted solely for the good o f the 
people as a whole.

Especially given the present political situation in Alaska, there is no way that anyone can justify  
a Constitutional amendment to restrict the initiative power o f  the people. It will end up being 
another massive embarrassment to the Republican legislators and Republican Party if  this 
Constitutional amendment is placed on the ballot. There will be massive criticism across the 
entire political spectrum.

I can understand that certain legislators did not like certain laws that were enacted by the 
initiative, but this is no reason to restrict the rights o f  the people to enact these laws. Under our 
Constitution and our form o f  govermnent, the power o f  the people is supreme, and the rights o f  
tlie people should not be limited because some legislators did not like what the people did.

In addition, there is no problem which needs to be addressed, except the problems created by tlie 
Legislature itself when it previously limited the people’s initiative rights. These limitations were
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in violation o f  the Constitution o f  the United States, and greatly increased tlie costs and risks 
involved in an initiative petition.

Despite tlie relative simplicity o f  the process and lower costs as compared to states such as 
California or Oregon, w e have only a small number o f  petitions, only a smaller number o f  which 
actually make it to the ballot.

PROPOSED ADDITIONAL LIMITATIONS
IIB 45 proposes that the present Constitutional requirement o f  10% o f  the number o f  votes cast 
statewide in tlie last general election, including at least one signature from each o f  27 election 
districts, be changed to 10% o f  the number o f  votes cast statewide in the last general election, 
including at least 4% from each o f  30 election districts. This additional limitation is not 
appropriate, particularly where we are going to have to amend our basic document o f  government 
- the Alaska Constitution - to do so.

One proposed justification for change is that it will force initiatives to be more broadly based. 
Upon closer examination, this is not a problem. For example, the 1998 Official English for 
Government initiative, processed under prior law, submitted multiple signatures from all 40 
election districts. I am certain, without checking, that the initiatives which are going to be on 
the ballot in 2000 - hemp and property tax limitation - also have multiple signatures from all or 
almost all o f  the election districts. In order to pass the law once it is on the ballot, broad-based 
support is important. The circulators already seek this broad-based support from the beginning 
during their signature-gathering processes.

For example, both the hemp and property tax limitation petitions actually had people circulating 
petitions in most parts o f  Alaska - all the way from south-east to north o f  the Arctic Circle. 
Petition circulators actually flew or drove to other areas o f  Alaska in order to collect signatures. 
The petition upon which I am now working - instant run-off voting (IRV) - has actually 
distributed petitions to volunteer circulators who are responsible for circulation in all 40 election 
districts. This has been done, in part, in order to educate voters in all areas as to what the 
proposed law  is all about. I am continuing to add additional local areas for circulation. For 
example, yesterday I mailed a petition to Nikiski for volunteer signature-gathering.

Another proposed justification for change is to insure that petitions are local and volunteer rather 
than paid efforts. Any proposed change which makes tlie process more difficult, however, has 
exactly the opposite result. Each change makes a locally-based volunteer petition more difficult, 
without affecting the ability o f  a well-funded petition to get on the ballot. A  good example is
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the 2000 hemp initiatives. Actually, there were two proposed marijuana initiatives gathering 
signatures for the 2000 ballot. 99HEMP, the one that will make the ballot, was funded by 
California-based hemp crusader Jack Herer. 99MJNA, a local initiative to revise state drug laws, 
tried to rely completely on volunteers and failed miserably in the attempt to gather sufficient 
signatures. A local initiative to raise alcohol taxes also relied on volunteers. Despite having 
more than 200 volunteers gathering signatures, it did not obtain sufficient signatures to make the 
2 0 0 0  ballot.

A s an aside, no one should fear well-paid initiative petition efforts, even from sources outside 
o f  Alaska. I f the idea is not good, the voters will defeat it. Also, the D aily N ew s Articles cite 
a study o f  168 initiative petitions in 8 states done by Elisabeth Gerber, a political science 
professor at tlie University o f  California, San Diego. From this study, Professor Gerber 
concluded that the more m oney that is spent on an initiative, the more likely it is that the 
initiative will fail.

At present, about 23,000 valid signatures are needed to place an initiative on the ballot. Petitions 
have a signature validity rate o f  from 70 to 75%. Two years ago, i f  a petition came up short o f  
valid signatures, there was an additional 30 days allowed during which a supplemental petition 
could be submitted to make up the shortfall. Then, a petitioner could be safe turning in 30,000 
signatures, knowing that there was an additional 30 days to make up any shortfall that might 
occur. (Cost - a combination o f  $30,000 @  $ 1/signature or substantial volunteer hours) N ow  
that the Legislature has removed the grace period, a petitioner cannot be safe turning in less than 
40,000 signatures, because there is no opportunity to make up any shortfall. (Cost - a 
combination o f $40,000 @  $ 1/signature or 1 1/3 times as many volunteer hours) I have not 
calculated tlie effect o f  House Bill 45 on the cost o f  petitioning because it would be too time 
consuming with too much estimating involved. I know that a petitioner would need to turn in 
many more than 40,000 signatures, at substantial additional cost, because a petitioner could not 
afford to miss tlie required 4% o f  valid signatures in each o f 30 election districts.

The year 2000 is a presidential election year, will have property tax limitation and hemp 
legalization on the ballot, and may very well also include a $25,000 Permanent Fund payout. 
One can reasonably expect a large voter turn-out. This means that tlie number o f signatures 
required for an initiative petition w ill substantially increase after the 2000 general election, even 
without any change at all in the Alaska Constitution or laws.

HB 45 will kill volunteer petitions. Volunteer petitions already have one foot in the grave 
because tlie 30 day grace period has been taken away. I believe that we w ill see tlie effect o f  the 
removal o f  the grace period in a month or so. The minimum wage petition turned in sufficient
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signatures. I f  the petitioners did not actually validate their own signatures prior to turning them  
in, however, it will be a miracle i f  they have sufficient valid signatures to make the ballot. These 
petitioners will have no time to gather the few  additional signatures necessary, and all their prior 
efforts will have gone for nothing.

In summary, there is no problem which needs to be addressed by Constitutionally-restricting the 
voters’ right o f  initiative and to try to do so is counter-productive in several ways. This bill 
should not be enacted.

CHANGES WHICH A R E  NEEDED
There are various provisions which do need to be enacted, as follows:

(1) Those provisions o f  the present law which violate the U.S. Constitution need to be 
repealed.

(2) Tlie grace period should be reinstated at 30 or 45 days, in order to breathe life back 
into local volunteer petition efforts. This w ill decrease the number o f  signatures that need to be 
collected initially and decrease the cost and effort that must be put in by local volunteers.

(3) The $1/signature limit should be removed, and allow the matter to be determined by 
free enterprise. First, price controls never work and people look for ways to get around them. 
Second, although a year ago I believed that the $ 1/signature limitation was Constitutionally valid,
I no longer believe that it is. This limit effectively prevents the exercise o f the right o f  petition. 
Tlie year 2000 volunteer petitions did not make the ballot. The right o f  petition is now  exercised  
through the use o f  paid circulators. People who believe in an issue are generally extremely busy, 
and would rather contribute money to hire people to gather signatures than stand in the winter 
cold in front o f  a large box store in Fairbanks gathering signatures themselves. In addition, it 
takes a certain type o f  person who is willing to stand in the cold and ask total strangers to sign  
a petition. Most people do not have that type o f  personality or physical constitution.

The economy o f  Alaska and the United States has changed substantially since a year ago. 
Unemployment is down. It is no longer possible to hire sufficient competent circulators at 
$1 /signature in order to mount an effort with paid circulators. This point was made in the Daily 
N ew s Articles by Rick Arnold o f  National Voter Outreach, a professional signature-gathcrer, who 
can no longer bid on Alaska petitions because o f  this limitation. In the lower 48, payments o f  
more than $ 1/signature are being made. Alaska is known as a difficult location, justifying higher 
rates, because many signatures must be collected during the winter months to meet an early
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January turn-in date.

In summary, the $ 1/signature limit should be removed because I believe that it unconstitutionally 
prevents the right to petition.

(4 ) Anothei problem exists which circulators have been trying to address on a case-by- 
case basis which relates to access to public areas for purposes o f  gathering signatures. 
Circulators, volunteer and paid, are being evicted from places that they clearly should be allowed 
to gather signatures. A "guaranteed access" law needs to be enacted in order to protect the right 
to petition.

If you have any questions, or need further information, please let me know and I w ill try to help. 

Very truly yours,



|g j ]  1 /2 1 /0 0  0 2 : 5 9  PM

To the office o f Senator John Torgerson

Thanks fo r listening to my com m ents concerning changes which in my opinion w ill 
make the initiative process very difficu lt if not im possible for the average voter. I’m 
referring to HB 45.

I’ve worked on a num ber of issues over the years and look forward to working on even 
more. I'm sure the S enator recognizes the Importance of the initiative process in 
putting before the voters issues which, fo r one reason or another, the leg islature is 
reluctant to or unw illing to pass. In the past these Issues have Included medical 
marijuana and in the future I expect school choice to be in that category.

It is already very d ifficult to place issues on the ballot. The biggest obstacle to p lacing 
issues on the ballot is find ing  a location to work. One would think that the F irst 
am endm ent would assure petitioners access to public (government) property. Sadly 
this is not the  case. I and m y fe llow  circulators have been threatened with arrest while 
petitioning at the post offices, the Suilivan Arena, the 5th Avenue parking garage and 
even from the sidewalk in front of the Fifth Avenue Mall.

I would ask that if we are go ing to make it harder to put issues before the voters that 
we also make two more changes. First, restore the grace period. It used to be that if a 
petition was subm itted with enough signatures but with insufficient d istribution that 
circulators were given another 30 days to correct the deficiency. If we raise the 
distribution requirem ent even higher, then the grace period needs to be restored. 
Imagine the frustration o f gathering more than enough signatures in every d istrict but 
one and having all the hard w ork and expense go fo r naught sim ply because we got 
one too few  signatures in jus t one district even though we got hundreds extra in every 
other d is tr ic t.

Second, add an am endm ent guaranteeing the right to petition the public w herever the 
public is invited. This w ould mean that at malls and shopping centers petitioners 
would be able to gather signatures. That is the law in California, Oregon, W ashington, 
New Jersey, New York and M assachusetts thanks to favorable rulings by state 
supreme courts regarding the wording in the respective state constitutions regarding 
the right to petition one ’s governm ent.

Thanks,
Al Anders 
248-2636

Mary,
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ACTION ALERT!!! Visit our Website! 
www.akdemocrats.org

Please post and distribute
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: January 2 8 , 2 0 0 0  

Contact: Sen. Johnny Ellis, Member o f  Senate Judiciary Committee, 1 -8 8 8 -3 3 0 -3 7 0 4

A n t i - L i b e r t y  B i l l  T o i l s  f o r  L e g i s l a t u r e ' s  

R e p u b l i c a n  S u p e r M a j o r i t y

-  No t for Alaska Citizens
O ppose Rep. B ill W illiam s' House Bit! 45

The Senate Judiciary Committee will take public testimony Wednesday, Feb. 2 at 1:30 p.m. on a b ill that 
would severely lim it the public's freedom to put initiatives on the ballot. House Bill 45, sponsored by 
Republican Rep. Bill Williams of Saxman, is the Republican Supermajority's latest effort to thwart or 
overturn the w ill of the people. Please call your Legislative Information Office to testify against this bill.

'The system is not broken and doesn't need to be fixed,' said Sen. Johnny Ellis, D-Anchorago. 'Anything 
that interferes with the people's ability to petition the government is highly suspect.'

Citizen initiatives are authorized by Title 11 of Alaska's Constitution arid have been increasingly effective 
in enacting laws -  bypassing the Alaska Legislature. In tlie 19G0s there were only seven initiatives.
Today, applications have grown sixfold. Some elected officials believe the increase stems from dissatis­
faction with elected officials.

'Clearly, we're seeing more petitions because people are frustrated with the Republicans' extremist 
agenda," said Sen. Johnny Ellis, D-Anchoiage.

In 1996, former Republican Sen. Bert Sharp was successful in passing legislation to lim it citizen initia­
tives. Similar legislation was struck down by the U.S. Supreme Court and defined as "excessively restric­
tive of political speech.' So what does the Majority do? Sponsor another bill to limit citizen initiatives.
In recent years, Sen. Loren Leman sponsored a b ill changing the highly-popular medicinal marijuana 
initiative and Sen. Pete Kelly sponsored legislation to overturn the airborne wolf-hunting ban, which was 
enacted by a majority vote of Alaskans.

Test l fy_again?fci iB . 4 £  -T h e  Anchorage Legislative Information Office is located at 716 W. 4th Ave., 
Suite 200, (907) 269-0111. You can testify against this b ill by teleconference.

Oppose HB 45 -  Send a FREE Public Opinion Message to your State Legislator TODAY!
The Anchorage Legislative Information Office is located at 716 W. 4th Ave., Suite 200, (907) 269-01 11. 
They can help you locate your legislator and send them your message.

Oppose HB 45  -  Send a letter to your Legislator TODAY! (Letters are the most effective) 
A ddress: R ep resen ta tiv e  o r S enator (name)f State C ap ito l, Juneau, AK 9 9 8 0 1

http://www.akdemocrats.org
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Initiative limits
B e  c a r e fu l  w i t h  th e  p e o p le ’s  r ig h t s

Some lawmakers want to make it harder for Alaskans to 
put initiatives on the ballot.

There are reasons to re-examine the initiative process. 
Increased use of ballot initiatives, the growth of a for-prof­
it initiative industry and .the fear of government by initia­
tive with a host of unforeseen consequences are three 
good ones.

But companion pieces of legislation in the Senate Judi­
ciary Committee, House' Bill 45 and House Joint Resolu-
.................................................................... tion 7, have been introduced
I / / ;  „  basically because some peo-
W id e r  d i s c u s s i o n  ple don.t like what.s been on 
o f  S t a t e w id e  i s s u e s  the ballot recently.
• _  The legislation would
IS 3  g o o d  id e a .  B u t  make no change in the total
i t ’s  q u e s t io n a b le  number of petition signa-

w h e t h e r  t h e s e  b i l l s  J S . "
W id e n  t h e  Alaska Constitution puts
riisrnssinn n r that number at 10 percent of
UlbCUbblUII Or Alaskans who a voted in the
c u r t a i l  i t  b y  m a k in g  last general election.
it harrier tn have a However- Petition back- ii i id rue r  io  nave a ers wouici bave t0 include in
d i s c u s s io n  t h a t  tliat 10 percent voters in at
m atters  *east 30 t*le  state sm a i le r s .  House districts and in each
---------------------------------------------------  of those districts would
need to collect the signatures equal to at least 4 percent of
the number of people in that district who voted in the last
general election.

Now, the Alaska Constitution requires at least one sig-1
nature from two-thirds of the state’s House districts.

Rep. Bill Williams, D-Saxman, said the legislation will
involve more of the state in the initiative process from the
beginning, before anything reaches the ballot.



What that m eans is that initiative backers couldn't de­
ploy' signature collectors a t prim e Anchorage locations 
and all but ignore the rest of the sta te  — what one observ­
e r called “urban im perialism .”

W ider discussion o f statew ide issues is a good idea. But 
it’s questionable w hether these bills widen the discussion 
or curtail it by m aking it h a rd er to have a discussion that 
m atters.

Let’s rem em ber tha t all A laskans can partic ipate in the 
months-long discussion that precedes an election.

Legislation b ack ers  like P e te  B uist of the  Alaska T rap­
pers  A ssociation and D ick Bishop of the Alaska Outdoors 
Council a rgue th a t re cen t an ti-trap p in g  and anti-hunting 
in itia tives have been bankro lled  by O utside in te re sts  
tha t fo rced  A laskans to spend tim e and tre a su re  against 
them .

But in itiatives req u ire  an investm ent of tim e and mon- j 
ey. So does opposition to them.

Few organizations here  — on e ither side of any issue — ■ 
a re  en tirely  free  of Outside money. In the battle over the 
wolf-snaring ban voted down in N ovem ber 199S, backers 
had tapped Outside groups like Friends of Animals for *1 
about $117,500 by late October. Foes had about $94,000 in 1 

Outside help.
W hatever the argum ents about Outside influence, the >j 

heart of the m atter is that qualified Alaska voters put io 
enough signatu res on the petition to put the in itiative on d 
the ballot. Those opposed didn’t like seeing it there, and |S 
the thought of m aking the  ballot a longer reach is tempt- 
ing. ' gc

There a re  strong reasons to re s is t that tem ptation. >a
• Is it w ise to change the A laska Constitution and m ake in 

the in itia tive rig h t hardc.- to exercise  fo r the sake of 13 

blocking a few in itia tives we don’t like or because in re  
cen t y ea rs  w e’ve had an in c rease  in the in itia tiv e  l 3 

process? W hile the constitution isn ’t w rit in stone, ne ith er 
should we am end it to fit passing  sh ifts in the political :p 
landscape. W

• The L egislature can amend law enacted by initiative 
so that it doesn’t violate o ther laws or leave us with unin-

3

0tended consequences. T hat’s a safeguard  built into the sys­
tem.

• People who call fo r tougher in itiative standards now 
may reg re t them  come the day th ey ’re try ing  to gather sig- ld 
natures for a cause of th e ir own. ^

• A laskans in and out of the Legislature decry "ballot- ^  
box biology” over fish and game issues, arguing that the 
voting booth is no place for such decisions. I f  th a t’s the is- Jd 
sue, le t’s re tu rn  to legislation seeking to lim it initiatives on oj 
those questions only. That legislation is debatable, too. But ns 
it does not seek to tighten the initiative process for every  j* 
issue to keep a few o ff the ballot. sq

The Senate Jud iciary  Com mittee held a short hearing on ; 
the bills this week. M ore hearings a re  planned. Good. Let’s i'Jfl 
air the issue out. But it would be a m istake to impose 
tougher in itiative requ irem ents only because we don’t like M' 
the resu lts  of a few elections or because we don’t want to 
clu tter the ballot. D em ocracy is m essy and im perfect and 
entails risk.

Rep. W illiam s’ bill would hardly crush dem ocracy if it 
passed. But w henever we consider tigh tening constitution­
al lim its on People’s rights, we had best gp slowly — and 
e r r  on the siae  of those rights.

\ s
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STATUS OF AC TIVE PETITIO NS 

2002  ELECTION

Initiative Initiative (Description)

Application
Certified
Date

Petition
Booklets
Rec'd

Petition 
Booklets 
filed Date

# of 
Signatures 
submitted

# of Qualified 
Signatures

U of 
Signatures 
Needed

Initiative
Certified
Date

Primary/
General

Approx. 
No. of 

Signatures 
Per Month

01GSLN All-Alaskan Gasline 9/4/2001 9/12/2001 1/11/2002 42,000+ In the process 28,782 G 10,500
01MNWG Minimum Wage 3/12/2001 4/5/2001 11/29/2001 49,482 30,745 28,782 1/3/2002 G 6185
01CHGE Legislative Session Move 7/23/2001 7/31/2001 1/10/2002 40,000 In the process 28,782 G 6666
99PRVT Amending Election Process 10/23/1999 10/28/1999 10/26/2000 30,000 22,841 22,715 12/21/2000 P 2500
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I n i t i a t i v e  P e t i t i o n s

Contact: Randy Ruaro, Aide to Representative Bill W illiams, at (907) 465-2812

" A n  a c t  r e l a t i n g  t o  i n i t i a t i v e  a n d  r e f e r e n d u m  p e t i t i o n ;  a n d  p r o v i d i n g  f o r  a n  e f f e c t i v e  

d a t e "

House Bill 213 / House Jc in t Resolution 25 ( " H B  2 1 3  /  H J R  2 5 " )  v / e re  in t r o d u c e d  t o  e n s u r e  s t a t e w id e  

c o n s id e r a t io n  a n d  d is c u s s io n  o f  a n  in i t i a t iv e  p e t i t io n .  T h e  le g is la t io n  r e q u ir e s  a  m in im u m  a m o u n t  o f  b r o a d  

g e o g r a p h ic  s u p p o r t  f o r  t h e  s u b m is s io n  o f  a n  in i t i a t i v e  p e t i t io n  t o  th e  p e o p le  o f  th e  S ta t e  o f  A la s k a .  H B  2 1 3 /  

H J R  2 5  w o u ld  c h a n g e  e x i s t in g  la w  a n d  r e q u ir e  t h e  f o l l o w in g  b e f o r e  a n  in i t i a t i v e  p e t i t i o n  c a n  b e  s u b m it t e d  t o  th e  

p e o p le :

*  th e  in i t i a t i v e  s p o n s o r  to  g a t h e r  s ig n a tu r e s  f r o m  a t  le a s t  3 / 4  o f  t h e  h o u s e  d is t r i c t s  o f  t h e  S ta t e  o f  A la s k a  

a s  o p p o s e d  to  2 /3  o f  th e  h o u s e  d is t r ic t s ;  a n d

* th e  n u m b e r  o f  s ig n a tu r e s  in  e a c h  h o u s e  d is t r i c t  w o u ld  h a v e  t o  e q u a l a t  le a s t  s e v e n  p e r c e n t  o f  th e  

n u m b e r  o f  v o t e r s  in  t h a t  h o u s e  d is t r i c t  w h o  v o t e d  in  th e  la s t  g e n e r a l e le c t io n .

In  p a s t  e le c t io n s  t h e  g r e a te s t  s u p p o r t  f o r  in i t i a t iv e s  h a s  c o m e  f r o m  o n e  g e n e r a l a r e a  o f  th e  S ta t e ,  t h e  A n c h o r a g e -  

M a t - S u  r e g io n .  A la s k a ' s  p o p u la t io n  d is t r ib u t io n  is  m u c h  d i f f e r e n t  n o w  th a n  i t  w a s  w h e n  o u r  C o n s t i t u t io n  w a s  

a p p r o v e d .  T o d a y ,  in i t i a t i v e  s u p p o r t e r s  c o u ld ,  in  t h e o r y ,  c o l le c t  a  la r g e  m a jo r i t y  o f  t h e  t o t a l  s ig n a t u r e s  n e e d e d  in  

a  l im i t e d  a re a  s u c h  a s  A n c h o r a g e  a n d  o n ly  o n e  t o  t w o  s ig n a tu r e s  in  o t h e r  h o u s e  d is t r i c t s  a n d  s u c c e e d  in  g e t t in g  
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c o m m it t e e  p r o c e s s  a n d  p u b l i c  h e a r in g s  a re  h e ld .  D u r in g  t h is  p r o c e s s ,  h e a l t h y  d e b a te ,  f r o m  r e p r e s e n t a t iv e s  a n d  

c i t i z e n s  f r o m  a l l  o v e r  t h e  s ta te  is  c o n d u c t e d .  P e r t in e n t  q u e s t io n s  a r e  a s k e d  a n d  le g is la t io n  is  c o n s t a n t ly  

a m e n d e d  t o  t a k e  in t o  a c c o u n t  t h o s e  c o n c e r n s .

H B  2 1 3  /  H J R  2 5  is  a n  a t te m p t  t o  m a n d a te  f a i r n e s s  a n d  o p e n  d e b a te  in  th e  in i t i a t i v e  p r o c e s s  f o r  a l l  c i t i z e n s  in  

th e  S ta t e  o f  A la s k a .
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IV  T h e  J u d ic ia r y
V  S u ffra g e  a n d  E le c t io n s

V I L e g is la t iv e  A p p o r t io n m e n t
V II H e a lth ,  E d u c a t io n  a n d  W e lfa re

V III  N a tu ra l  R e so u r ce s
IX  F in a n c e  an d  T a x a t io n
X  L o c a l  G o v e r n m e n t

X I  In it ia tiv e , R e fe re n d u m , a n d  R e ca ll
X II  G e n e ra l P ro v is io n s

X II I  A m e n d m e n t  a n d  R e v is io n
X V  S ch e d u le  o f  T r a n s it io n a l M e a s u re s  

O r d in a n ce  N o . 1 
O r d in a n ce  N o . 2 
O r d in a n ce  N o. 3

Preamble
W e th e  peop le  o f  A la sk a , g ra te fu l to  G o d  a n d  to  th o se  w h o  fo u n d e d  o u r  n a tio n  

a n d  p io n ee red  th is  g re a t  la n d , in  o rd e r  to  s e cu re  a n d  t r a n s m it  to  s u cce e d in g  
g e n e ra tio n s  o u r  h e r ita g e  o f  p o litica l, c iv il, a n d  re lig iou s  l ib e r ty  w i th in  th e  U n io n  
o f  S ta te s , do  o rd a in  a n d  e s ta b lish  th is  co n s t i tu t io n  fo r  th e  S ta te  o f  A la sk a .

Article I 
Declaration of Rights

Section 1. Inherent Rights. T h i s  c o n s t i tu t io n  is  d e d ica te d  to  th e  p r in c ip le s  th a t  a ll 
persons h a v e  a n a tu ra l  r ig h t  to  life , liberty , th e  p u r s u it  o f  h a p p in e ss , a n d  th e  en jo y m e n t
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449 Constitution of Auska Art. XI, § 1

shall re v ie w  th e ir  a c t iv it ie s , co lle c t  an d  p u b lish  lo ca l g o v e rn m e n t  in fo rm a tio n , a n d  
perform  o th e r  d u t ie s  p re s cr ib e d  b y  law.

C r o s s  r e f e r e n c e s .  —  T h e  a g e n c y  e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  e m m e n t s  i s  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  C o m m u n i t y  a n d  R e -  
I h e  e x e c u t i v e  b r a n c h  t o  a d v i s e  a n d  a s s i s t  l o c a l  g o v -  g i o n a l  A f f a i r s  (A S  4 4 . 4 7 ) .

N O T E S  T O  D E C I S I O N S

S t a t e d  i n  W a l t e r s  v .  C e a s e ,  3 9 4  P . 2 d  6 7 0  ( A l a s k a  
1964).

S e c t i o n  15. Special S e r v i c e  D i s t r i c t s .  S p e c ia l s e rv ice  d is tr ic ts  e x is t in g  a t  th e  t im e  
a boroug h  is  o rg a n ized  s h a ll b e  in teg ra ted  w ith  th e  g o v e rn m e n t  o f  th e  b o ro u g h  as 
provided  b y  law.

Article XI 

Initiative, Referendum, and Recall

Section 1. initiative and Referendum. T h e  peop le  m a y  p ropose  a n d  e n a c t  la w s  b y  
the in itia tiv e , a n d  a p p ro ve  o r  r e je c t  a c ts  o f  th e  leg is la tu re  b y  th e  re fe re n d u m .

C r o s s  r e f e r e n c e s .  —  F o r  r e s t r i c t i o n s  o n  i n i t i a ­
t i v e s ,  s e e  A l a s k a  C o n s t . ,  a  i t .  X I ,  5  7 .

O p i n i o n s  o f  a t t o r n e y  g e n e r a l .  —  A n  i n i t i a t i v e  
m a y  b e  u s e d  t o  r e p e a l  a  l a w  s i n c e  t o  r e a d  t h i s  s e c t i o n  
no n s  t o  s e v e r  t h e  p o w e r  t o  r e p e a l  f r o m  t h e  i n i t i a t i v e ,  
t h u s  e l i m i n a t i n g  p o p u l a r  v o t e s  o n  p r e v i o u s  i n i t i a t i v e s ,  
o n  s t a t u t e s  n o t  s u b je c t  t o  r e f e r e n d u m ,  i . e . ,  t h o s e  f o r  
w h ic h  t h e  t im e  l i m i t  h a s  p a s s e d ,  a n d  o n  p a r t s  o f  
s t a t u t e s  a s  o p p o s e d  t o  a n  e n t i r e  e n a c t m e n t ,  i s  i l l o g i c a l  
l i v e n  t h o  v e r y  i n t e n t ,  s u b je c t  t o  e x p r e s s  e x c e p t i o n s ,  t o  
vnHt t h e  v o t i n g  p u b l i c  w i t h  l e g i s l a t i v e  p o w e r  e q u a l  t o  
t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e ’s  p o w e r .  A p r i l  1 4 ,  1 9 7 5  O p .  A t t ’y  G e n .

I n  t h e  c o n t e x t  o f  t h i s  a r t i c l e ,  t h e  r e f e r e n d u m  h a s  a  
r e s t r i c t e d  s c o p e  o f  o p e r a t i o n :  F i r s t ,  a  r e f e r e n d u m  m a y  
o n ly  r e j e c t  “ a c t s  o f  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e ”  a n d  n o t  a c t s  b y  
I n i t i a t i v e ;  s e c o n d ,  a  r e f e r e n d u m  m a y  a d d r e s s  o n l y  
s e ta  p a s s e d  b y  a n  im m e d i a t e l y  p r e c e d i n g  l e g i s l a t i v e  
M is s io n ; a n d  t h i r d ,  a  r e f e r e n d u m  m a y  r e j e c t  o n l y  
s a t i r e  a c t s  o f  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  a n d  n o t  s e c t i o n s  t h e r e o f .  
T h u s ,  u n l e s s  a  l a w  s o u g h t  t o  b e  r e j e c t e d  f a l l s  w i t h i n  
th e  a m b i t  o f  t h e  “ a c t s ”  d e s c r i b e d ,  a  r e f e r e n d u m  i s  
u n a v a i l a b le .  A p r i l  1 4 ,  1 9 7 5 ,  O p .  A t t ’y  G e n .

T h e  w o r d  " a c t , "  a s  u s e d  i n  t h e  r e f e r e n d u m  p r o v i ­
s io n s  o f  t h i s  a r t i c l e ,  r e f e r s  t o  a n  e n t i r e  a c t  o f  t h e  
I s g i s l a t u r e  a n d  n o t  t o  s e c t i o n s  o f  a c t s .  1 9 6 3  O p .  A t t ' y  
(J o n . N o .  1 8 .

T h e  r e f e r e n d u m  i s  a  v e t o  p o w e r  a n a lo g o u s  t o  t h e  
v e t o  p o w e r  v e s t e d  i n  t h e  g o v e r n o r  b y  A l a s k a  C o n s t . ,  
a r t .  I I ,  § 1 5 . 1 9 6 3  O p .  A t t ’y  G e n .  N o .  1 8 .

T h e  r e f e r e n d u m  a n d  t h e .  v e t o  p o w e r  s e r v e  s i m i l a r  
f u n c t i o n s  i n  l e g i s l a t i v e  p r o c e s s ;  h e n c e ,  t h e  l i m i t a t i o n s  
o f  o n e  a p p l y  t o  t h e  o t h e r  e x c e p t  a s  d i s t i n c t i o n s  a r e  
s p e c i f i e d  i n  t h e  c o n s t i t u t i o n .  1 9 6 3  O p .  A t t ’y  G e n .  N o .  
1 8 .

T h e  p u r p o s e  o f  t h e  v e t o  i s  t o  p r e v e n t  t h e  a d o p t i o n  o f  
t h e  u n d e s i r a b le  l e g i s l a t i o n ;  t h e  v e t o  p o w e r  i s  n o t  a  
p o w e r  ( o  c h a n g e  t h e  e f f e c t  o f  p r o p o s e d  l a w s  o r  t o  d o  
a n y t h i n g  c o n c e r n i n g  t h e m  e x c e p t  t o  a p p r o v e  o r  d i s a p ­
p r o v e  t h e m  a s  a  w h o le .  1 9 6 3  O p .  A t t ’y  G e n .  N o .  1 8 .

T h e  v e t o  p o w e r  m a y  b e  e x e r c i s e d  o n l y  a g a i n s t  e n t i r e  
b i l l s ,  a n d  i t  m a y  n o t  b e  e x e r c i s e d  u p o n  s e c t i o n s  o f  b i l l s  
e x c e p t  i n  t h e  c a s e  o f  a p p r o p r i a t i o n  b i l l s .  1 9 6 3  O p .  
A t t ’y  G e n .  N o .  1 8 .

W e r e  t h e  r e f e r e n d u m  i n t e r p r e t e d  a s  e x t e n d i n g  t o  
s e c t i o n s  o f  a c t ,  i t s  a v o w e d  p u r p o s e  t o  a p p r o v e  o r  
d i s a p p r o v e  a c t s  w o u ld  b e  f r u s t r a t e d .  I t  w o u ld  i n  m a n y  
c a s e s  r e s u l t  i n  e x a c t l y  t h a t  w h i c h  i t  i s  n o t  i n t e n d e d  t o  
d o .  I t  w o u ld  c h a n g e  t h e  e f f e c t  o f  a  p r o p o s e d  la w ,  a n d  
i r u s t r a t e  t h e  l e g i s l a t i v e  p u r p o s e .  1 9 6 3  O p .  A t t ’y  G e n .  
N o ,  1 8 .

N O T E S  T O  D E C I S I O N S

I .  G e n e r a l  C o n s i d e r a t i o n .
I I .  I n i t i a t i v e .

I I I .  R e f e r e n d u m .

L  G E N E R A L  C O N S I D E R A T I O N .

L i b e r a l  c o n s t r u c t i o n .  —  I n  m a t t e r s  o f  i n i t i a t i v e  
i n d  r e f e r e n d u m ,  t h e  p e o p le  a r e  e x e r c i s i n g  a  p o w e r  
r w e r v e d  t o  t h e m  b y  t h e  c o n s t i t u t i o n  a n d  la w c  o f  t h e  
M a te , a n d  t h e  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  a n d  s t a t u t o r y  p r o v i s i o n s  
t in d e r  w h ic h  t h e y  p r o c e e d  s h o u l d  b e  l i b e r a l l y  c o n -  
H r o o d ,  M u n i c i p a l i t y  o f  A n c h o r a g e  v , F r o h n e ,  5 6 8  P . 2 d  
I  (A la s k a  1 9 7 7 ) .

T h u  r i g h t  o f  i n i t i a t i v e  a n d  r e f e r e n d u m ,  s o m e t im e s

r e f e r r e d  t o  a s  d i r e c t  l e g i s l a t i o n ,  s h o u ld  b e  l i b o r a l l y  
c o n s t r u e d  t o  p e r m i t  e x e r c i s e  o f  t h a t  r i g h t .  T h o m a s  v . 
B a i l e y ,  5 9 5  P . 2 d  1  ( A l a s k a  1 9 7 9 ) .

S c o p e  o f  I n i t i a t i v e  p o w e r .  —  T h e  p e o p le ' s  p o w e r  
t o  e n a c t  l e g i s l a t i o n  b y  i n i t i a t i v e  i s  n o t  g r e a t e r  t h a n  
t h a t  o f  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e .  A l a s k a n s  f o r  L e g i s l a t i v e  R e ­
f o r m  v . S t a t e ,  8 8 7  P . 2 d  9 6 0  ( A l a s k a  1 9 9 4 ) .

S e c t i o n  d o e a  n o t  a p p l y  t o  a p p r o p r i a t i o n s .  —  
T h e  A l a s k a  C o n s t i t u t i o n  w i t h d r a w s  f r o m  t h e  p e o p le  
t h e  r i g h t  t o  i n i t i a t i v e  a n d  r e f e r e n d u m  w i t h  r e s p e c t  t o
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a p p r o p r i a t i o n s .  M u n i c i p a l i t y  o f  A n c h o r a g e  v . F r o h n e ,  
6 6 8  P . 2 d  3  ( A l a s k a  1 9 7 7 ) .

A p p l i e d  i n  W a l t e r s  v . C e a s e ,  3 9 4  P . 2 d  6 7 0  ( A l a s k a  
1 9 6 4 ) .

Q u o t e d  i n  A l a s k a  C o n s e r v a t i v e  P o l i t i c a l  A c t i o n  
C o m m ,  v , M u n i c i p a l i t y  o f  A n c h o r a g e ,  7 4 5  P . 2 d  9 3 6  
( A l a s k a  1 9 8 7 ) ;  C i t i z e n s  C o a l i t i o n  f o r  T b r t  R e f o r m ,  I n c .  
v . M c A lp i n e ,  8 1 0  P . 2 d  1 6 2  ( A l a s k a  1 9 9 1 ) .

C i t e d  i n  S h e t t e r s  v .  S t a t e ,  8 3 2  P . 2 d  1 8 1  ( A l a s k a  C t .  
A p p .  1 9 9 2 ) .

I I .  I N I T I A T I V E .

T h e  i n i t i a t i v e  m a y  b e  u s e d  o n l y  t o  e n a c t  l a w s .
S t a r r  v .  H a g g l u n d ,  3 7 4  P . 2 d  3 1 6  ( A l a s k a  1 9 6 2 ) .

A n d  n o t  f o r  t h e  p u r p o s e  o f  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  
a m e n d m e n t .  —  S e e  S t a r r  v . H a g g l u n d ,  3 7 4  P . 2 d  3 1 6  
( A l a s k a  1 9 6 2 ) .

T h e  s u b j e c t  o f  t h e  i n i t i a t i v e  m u s t  c o n s t i t u t e  
s u c h  l e g i s l a t i o n  a s  t h e  l e g i s l a t i v e  b o d y  t o  w h i c h  
i t  i s  d i r e c t e d  h a s  t h e  p o w e r  t o  e n a c t .  M u n i c i p a l i t y  
o f  A n c h o r a g e  v . F r o h n e ,  5 6 8  P . 2 d  3  ( A l a s k a  1 9 7 7 ) .

S i n g l e  s u b j e c t  s t a n d a r d  i s  e n a c t e d  a t  A S  
1 5 . 4 5 . 0 4 0  w i t h  r e s p e c t  t o  i n i t i a t i v e s ;  w h e t h e r  t h i s  
l i m i t a t i o n  i s  w i t h i n  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e ’s  p o w e r  u n d e r  
A l a s k a  C o n s t . ,  a r t .  X I ,  i s  q u e s t i o n a b l e ;  b u t  A l a s k a  
C o n s t . ,  a r t .  X I I ,  §  1 1 ,  m a k e s  t h e  l a w  m a k i n g  p o w e r  
e q u a l ,  a n d  t h e  r e s t r i c t i o n  i n  A l a s k a  C o n s t . ,  a r t .  I I ,  
S 1 3 ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  a p p l i e s  t o  i n i t i a t i v e s .  Y u t e  A i r  A l a s k a ,  
I n c .  v . M c A lp i n e ,  6 9 8  P . 2 d  1 1 7 3  ( A l a s k a  1 9 8 5 ) .

S u b j e c t  m a t t e r  o f  w i l d l i f e  m a n a g e m e n t  is  m i l
c l e a r l y  i n a p p l i c a b l e  t o  t h e  i n i t i a t i v e  p r o c e s s ,  b iu m l 
u p o n  t h e  l a n g u a g e  a n d  h i s t o r y  o f  t h e  c o n s t i t u t i o n ^  
p r o v i s i o n s  r e g a r d i n g  t h e  i n i t i a t i v e  p r o c e s s .  B r o o k s  v 
W r i g h t ,  9 7 1  P . 2 d  1 0 2 5  ( A l a s k a  1 9 9 8 ) .

P r o h i b i t i n g  u s e  o f  w o l f  t r a p  s n a r e s .  —  S i n c e  U rn  
l e g i s l a t u r e  d o e s  n o t  h a v e  e x c lu s i v e  l a w - m a k i n g  p o w  
e r a  o v e r  n a t u r a l  r e s o u r c e s  i s s u e s  m e r e l y  b e c a u s e  n l 
t h e  s t a t e ’s  m a n a g e m e n t  r o l e  o v e r  w i l d l i f e  s e t  f o r t h  in  
A l a s k a  C o n s t . ,  a r t .  V I I I ,  t h e  i s s u e  o f  p r o h i b i t i n g  t lm  
u s e  o f  s n a r e s  t o  t r a p  w o lv e s  i s  n o t  c l e a r l y  i n a p p l i c a b le  
t o  t h e  i n i t i a t i v e  p r o c e s s .  B r o o k s  v . W r i g h t ,  9 7 1  I 'Z i l  
1 0 2 5  ( A l a s k a  1 9 9 8 ) .

U L  R E F E R E N D U M .

R e f e r e n d u m  d o e s  n o t  s u s p e n d  e f f e c t  o f  a c t .  
T h e  n a t u r a l  i m p o r t  o f  t h e  p r o v i s i o n s  o f  t h i s  a r t i c l e  n m l 
a r t .  I I  o f  t h e  A l a s k a  C o n s t i t u t i o n  i s  t h a t  t h e  f i l i n g  u l j 
r e f e r e n d u m  p e t i t i o n  d o e s  n o t  s u s p e n d  t h e  e f f e c t  m  
o p e r a t i o n  o f  t l i e  a c t  r e f e r r e d .  W a l t e r s  v . C e a s e .  .’ IHh 
P .2 d  2 6 3  ( A l a s k a  1 9 6 4 ) .

R e j e c t e d  a c t  r e m a i n s  i n  e f f e c t  f o r  t h i r t y  <Sny« 
a f t e r  c e r t i f i c a t i o n  o f  e l e c t i o n  r e t u r n s .  —  I f  a n  m  i 
i s  r e j e c t e d  b y  t h e  p e o p le  i n  a  r e f e r e n d u m  e le c t i o n ,  u 
n e v e r t h e l e s s  r e m a i n s  i n  f u l l  f o r c e  a n d  e f f e c t  u n t i l  
t h i r t y  d a y B  a f t e r  c e r t i f i c a t i o n  o f  t h e  e l e c t i o n  r e t u r n *  
b y  t h e  s e c r e t a r y  o f  s t a t e  [ n o w  l i e u t e n a n t  g o v e r n o r  I 
W a l t e r s  v .  C e a s e ,  3 8 8  P . 2 d  2 6 3  ( A l a s k a  1 9 6 4 ) .

S e c t i o n  2. A p p l i c a t i o n .  A n  in it ia t iv e  o r  re fe re n d u m  is  p ro p osed  b y  a n  app lica tion  
co n ta in in g  th e  b ill to  b e  in it ia te d  o r  th e  a c t  to  b e  re fe rred . T h e  a p p lica tio n  s h a ll  be  signed 
b y  n o t  less  th a n  o n e  h u n d re d  q u a lified  vo te rs  as sponso rs , a n d  sh a ll  b e  filed  w ith  tlie 
l ie u te n a n t  g overn or. I f  b e  fin d s  i t  in  p ro p er fo rm  h e  sh a ll so  ce rtify . D e n ia l  o f  ce rtifica tio n  
sh a ll be  s u b je c t  to  ju d ic ia l  review .

E f f e c t  o f  a m e n d m e n t s .  —  T h e  a m e n d m e n t ,  e f f e c ­
t i v e  O c t o b e r  1 0 , 1 9 7 0  ( 6 t h  L e g i s l a t u r e ’s  S J R  2  (1970)), 
s u b s t i t u t e d  “ l i e u t e n a n t  g o v e r n o r "  f o r  " s e c r e t a r y  o f  
s t a t e "  i n  t h e  s e c o n d  s e n t e n c e .

O p i n i o n s  o f  a t t o r n e y  g e n e r a l .  —  T h e  i n t e n t  o f  
t h i s  s e c t i o n  i s  o b v i o u s l y  t o  i n s u r e  t h a t  t h e  p r o p o s e d  
i n i t i a t i v e  o r  r e f e r e n d u m  h a s  s o m e  s u b s t a n t i a l  s u p p o r t  
b e f o r e  t h e  s t a t e  i s  s u b je c t e d  t o  t h e  e x p e n s e  i n v o l v e d  i n  
p r i n t i n g  o f  f o r m a l  p e t i t i o n s  r e g a r d i n g  t h e  m e a s u r e .  
1 9 6 3  O p .  A t t ’y  G e n .  N o .  1 7 .

T h i s  a r t i c l e  i s  r a t h e r  u n i q u e  i n  t h a t  i t  p r o v i d e s  f o r  
t w o  s e p a r a t e  s t a g e s  i n  t h e  p r e p a r i n g  o f  a n  i n i t i a t i v e  o r  
r e f e r e n d u m  f o r  s u b m i s s i o n  t o  t l i e  e l e c t o r a t e .  B e f o r e  
c i r c u l a t i n g  a  p e t i t i o n ,  t h e  p r o p o n e n t s  o f  a n  i n i t i a t i v e  
o r  r e f e r e n d u m  m u s t  f i r s t  c i r c u l a t e  a n  a p p l i c a t i o n  
" c o n t a i n i n g  t h e  b i l l  t o  b e  i n i t i a t e d  o r  t h e  a c t  t o  b e  
r e f e r r e d "  a n d  o b t a i n  t h e  s i g n a t u r e s  o f  n o t  le s s  t h a n  
o n e  h u n d r e d  q u a l i f i e d  v o t e r s  a s  s p o n s o r s  o f  t h e  a p p l i ­
c a t i o n .  1 9 6 3  O p .  A t t ’y  G e n . ,  N o .  1 7 .

T h e  s t a t e  l e g i s l a t u r e  h a s  i n t e r p r e t e d  a n d  im p le ­
m e n t e d  t h i s  s e c t i o n  b y  p a s s i n g  a  s t a t u t e  (A S  
1 5 . 4 5 . 2 7 0 )  r e q u i r i n g  t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  f o r  a  r e f e r e n d u m  
p e t i t i o n  t o  i n c lu d e  t h e  a d  t o  b e  r e f e r r e d .  1 9 6 3  O p .  
A t t ’y  G e n .  N o .  1 7 .

T h e  c o n s t i t u t i o n  d o e s  n o t  p e r m i t  a  s u m m a r y  o f  a n  
a c t  t o  b e  s u b s t i t u t e d  f o r  a  c o p y  o f  t h e  a c t  i n  t h e  
a p p l i c a t i o n .  1 9 6 3  O p .  A t t ’y  G e n .  N o .  1 7 .

T h e  w o r d  “ f o r m "  i s  t l i e  a n t i t h e s i s  o f  t h e  w o r d  
" s u b s t a n c e . ”  S u b s t a n c e  i s  t h a t  w h i c h  i s  e s s e n t i a l  i n  
c o n t e n t  a n d  g o e s  t o  t h e  m e r i t s  i f  t h e  i s s u e .  S u b s t a n c e  
p e r t a i n s  t o  m a t t e r s  w h i c h  . o c t  t h e  b a s i c  r i g h t s  o f

p a r t i e s .  1 9 5 9  O p .  A t t ’y  G e n .  N o .  3 5 .
T h e  r e q u i r e m e n t  t h a t  t h e  l i e u t e n a n t  g o v e r n o r  r e i  

t i f y  a s  t o  t h e  f o r m  o f  t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  u n d e r  t h i s  s e c t io n  
w o u ld  b e  m e a n i n g le s s  i f  t h e  g e n e r a l  p r o v i s i o n *  " I  
A l a s k a  C o n s t . ,  a r t .  I I ,  §  1 3  d i d  n o t  n p p ly .  T h e r e  w n n i . l 
b e  n o t h i n g  t o  c e r t i f y  t o  s i n c e  t h e  a r t i c l e  o n  i n i l i n l n "  
n e t s  o u t  n o  p a r t i c u l a r  f o r m  o f  a n  i n i t i a t i v e .  1 9 5 9  < >|i 
A t t ’y  G e n .  N o .  3 6 .

T h e  l i e u t e n a n t  g o v e r n o r  a c t s  i n  a  m i n i s t e r i a l  c n p n c  
i t y .  1 9 5 9  O p .  A t t ’y  G e n .  N o .  3 5 .

T h e  l i e u t e n a n t  g o v e r n o r  c a n  m a k e  s u c h  i n q u i r y  m n l 
i n v e s t i g a t i o n  a s  t o  t h e  v o t i n g  q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  o f  i n d i v n l  
u a l  s i g n e r s  o f  a n  i n i t i a t i v e  a p p l i c a t i o n  a s  a p p o in t  
r e a s o n a b l y  n e c e s s a r y  i n  h i s  d i s c r e t i o n ,  b u t  h e  nm» 
l o o k  o n l y  a t  f o r m  a n d  n o t  t h e  s u b s t a n c e  o f  a n  u p p lt  
c a t i o n .  1 9 5 9  O p .  A t t ’y  G e n .  N o .  3 5 .  B u t  s e e  B o u c h m  » 
E n g s t r o m ,  5 2 8  P . 2 d  4 5 6  ( A l a s k a  1 9 7 4 ) ,  c i t e d  b e lo w

T h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  f o r  r e f e r e n d u m  p e t i t i o n  s u b n n i im l 
w a s  n o t  i n  p r o p e r  f o r m  a n d  i t  w a s  n e c e s s a r y  f o r  i l «  
p r o p o n e n t s  o f  t h e  m e a s u r e  t o  p r e p a r e  o n  a p p l i c i i im o  
c o n t a i n i n g  t h e  t e x t  o f  c h .  5 2 ,  S L A  1 9 6 3 ,  a n d  s e c u r e  t i n  
n e c e s s a r y  n u m b e r  o f  s i g n a t u r e s  t o  t h i s  a p p l i c a t i o n  
b e f o r e  t h e y  c o u ld  v a l i d l y  p r e p a r e  a  p e t i t i o n  f o r  c m  u 
l a t i o n  u n d e r  A l a s k a  C o n s t . ,  a r t .  X I ,  §  3 .  1 9 6 3  u p  
A t t ’y  G e n .  N o .  1 7 .

W h e r e  c h .  5 2 ,  S L A  1 9 6 3 ,  c o n t a i n e d  s e v e n  s e c t io n *  
a f f e c t i n g  m a n y  d i f f e r e n t  s e c t i o n s  o f  t h e  A l a s k a  K u i  
u t e s ,  i t  w a s  n o t  a d e q u a t e l y  d e s c r i b e d  b y  t h e  w o n t*  
“ l e g i s l a t i o n  e n a c t e d  b y  t h e  l a s t  l e g i s l a t i v e  a s s o io M i  
p e r t a i n i n g  t o  t h e  f o r m a t i o n  o f  m a n d a t o r y  b o r o u g h *  in 
t h e  S t a t e  o f  A l a s k a . "  1 9 6 3  O p .  A t t ’y  G e n .  N o .  1 7
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N O T E S  T O  D E C I S I O N S

Q u o t e d  i n  W a l t e r s  v . C e a s e ,  3 8 8  P . 2 d  2 6 3  ( A l a s k a  
1 9 6 4 ) .

S t a t e d  i n  B u r g e s s  v . M i l l e r ,  6 5 4  P . 2 d  2 7 3  ( A l a s k a  
1 9 8 2 ) .

C i t e d  i n  C i t i z e n s  C o a l i t i o n  f o r  T b r t  R e f o r m ,  I n c .  v . 
M c A lp i n e ,  8 1 0  P . 2 d  1 6 2  ( A l a s k a  1 9 9 1 ) ;  S h e l t e r s  v . 
S t a t e ,  8 3 2  P . 2 d  1 8 1  ( A l a s k a  C t .  A p p .  1 9 9 2 ) .

S e c t i o n  3. P e t i t i o n ,  A f t e r  ce r t if ica t io n  o f  th e  a p p lica tio n , a p e tit io n  co n ta in in g  a 
su m m a ry  o f  th e  s u b je c t  m a tte r  sh a ll b e  p re p a re d  b y  th e  l ie u te n a n t  g o ve rn o r fo r  
c ir cu la t io n  b y  th e  sponsors. I f  s igned  by  q u a lified  v o te rs , eq u a l in  n u m b e r  to  te n  p e r  c e n t  
o f  th o se  w h o  v o te d  in  th e  p re ce d in g  g en e ra l e le c t io n  a n d  re s id e n t  in  a t  le a s t  tw o -th ird s  o f  
the  h o u se  d is tr ic ts  o f  th e  S ta te ,  i t  m a y  b e  filed  w ith  th e  l ie u te n a n t  governor.

C r o s s  r e f e r e n c e s .  —  S e e  n o t e  t o  A l a s k a  C o n s t . ,  
a r t .  X I ,  §  2 .

E f f e c t  o f  a m e n d m e n t .  —  T h e  a m e n d m e n t ,  e f f e c ­
t i v e  O c t o b e r  1 0 , 1 9 7 0  ( 6 t h  L e g i s l a t u r e ’s  S J R  2  ( 1 9 7 0 ) ) ,  
s u b s t i t u t e d  " l i e u t e n a n t  g o v e r n o r ”  f o r  “ s e c r e t a r y  o f  
s t a t e *  i n  t h e  f i r s t  a n d  s e c o n d  s e n t e n c e s .

E f f e c t  o f  a m e n d m e n t .  —  T h e  a m e n d m e n t  e f f e c ­
t i v e  J a n u a r y  3 , 1 9 9 9 - ( 2 0 t h  L e g i s l a t u r e ’s  S C S  C S H J R  
4 4 ( J U D ) ) ,  s u b s t i t u t e d  “ h o u s e  d i s t r i c t s *  f o r  " e l e c t i o n  
d i s t r i c t s ”  i n  t h e  l a s t  s e n t e n c e .

O p i n i o n s  o f  a t t o r n e y  g e n e r a l .  —  A n  i n i t i a t i v e  
p e t i t i o n  w h i c h ,  o n  i t s  f a c e ,  i s  s e e n  t o  c o n t a i n  a n  
i n s u f f i c i e n t  n u m b e r  o f  s i g n a t u r e s  m a y  n o t  b e  f i l e d  a n d  
l a t e r  s u p p le m e n t e d  t o  c u r e  t h e  d e f i c i e n c y .  F e b r u a r y  1 ,  
1 9 8 4  O p .  A t t ’y  G e n .

A n  i n i t i a t i v e  p e t i t i o n  m u s t  b e  s u f f i c i e n t  o n  i t s  f a c e  
b e f o r e  i t  m a y  b e  a c c e p t e d  f o r  f i l i n g ,  i . e . ,  i t  m u s t  h a v e  
t h e  r e q u i s i t e  n u m b e r  o f  p u r p o r t e d l y  v a l i d  s i g n a t u r e s  
b e f o r e  i t  m a y  b e  f i l e d  i n  t h e  o f f i c e  o f  t h e  a t t o r n e y  
g e n e r a l ;  a  p e t i t i o n  d e f i c i e n t  i n  t h i s  r e s p e c t  s h o u ld  b e  
r e t u r n e d  t o  t h e  s p o n s o r s .  F e b r u a r y  1 ,  1 9 8 4  O p .  A t t ’y  
G e n .

A S  1 5 . 4 5 . 1 7 0  a u t h o r i z e s  a  s u p p l e m e n t a r y  p e t i t i o n ,  
b u t  t h a t  p r i v i l e g e  i s  a f f o r d e d  o n l y  w h e n  a  p e t i t i o n ,  
b e l i e v e d  t o  c o n t a i n  a  s u f f i c i e n t  n u m b e r  o f  s i g n a t u r e s  
o f  q u a l i f i e d  v o t e r s ,  i s  l a t e r  f o u n d  t o  c o n t a i n  s i g n a t u r e s  
o f  p e r s o n s  w h o  a r e  n o t  q u a l i f i e d  v o t e r s ;  i n  s u c h  a  c a s e ,  
t h e  l a t e n t  d e f e c t  o f  n u m b e r s  m a y  b e  c u r e d ,  b u t  w h e r e  
t h e  d e f e c t  i s  p a t e n t ,  t h e  p e t i t i j n  m a y  n o t  b e  a c c e p t e d  
f o r  f i l i n g .  F e b r u a r y  1 , 1 9 8 4  O p .  A t t ’y  G e n .

N O T E S  T O  D E C I S I O N S

S u f f i c i e n c y  o f  s u m m a r y .  —  I n  p r e p a r i n g  s u m ­
m a r y  o f  s u b je c t  m a t t e r  o f  p r o p o s e d  b i l l ,  t l i e  l i e u t e n a n t  
g o v e r n o r  i s  e n t i t l e d  t o  r e l y  o n  t h e  p r e m i s e  t h a t  r e a d ­
e r s  o f  t h e  s u m m a r y  u n d e r s t a n d  t h a t  i n  t h e  a b s e n c e  o f  
e x p l i c i t  l a n g u a g e  t o  t h e  c o n t r a r y ,  s t a t e  i n i t i a t i v e s  a r e  
i n t e n d e d  t o  c h a n g e  s t a t e  l a w  a n d  b i n d  t h e  s t a t e  
g o v e r n m e n t ,  n o t  f e d e r a l  l a w  a n d  t h e  f e d e r a l  g o v e r n ­
m e n t ,  t h u s  h e  n e e d  n o t  g i v e  " s p e c i a l ’  r e m i n d e r s  t o  t h e  
v o t e r s  r e g a r d i n g  t h e  s c o p e  o f  a  s t a t e  i n i t i a t i v e .  B u r ­
g e s s  v . M i l l e r ,  6 5 4  P . 2 d  2 7 3  ( A l a s k a  1 9 8 2 ) .

S u m m a r y ’s  p r e d i c t i o n  a s  t o  p r o p o s e d  b i l l ’s  e f f e c t  
w a s  a m p l y  s u p p o r t e d  b y  t e x t  o f  b i l l ,  c o n s e q u e n t l y  t h e  
s u m m a r y ’s  u s e  o f  t h e  l a n g u a g e  “ w o u ld  p r e v e n t "  w a s  
n e i t h e r  m i s l e a d i n g  n o r  i n a c c u r a t e .  B u r g e s s  v . M i l l e r ,  
6 5 4  P . 2 d  2 7 3  ( A l a s k a  1 9 8 2 ) .

Q u o t e d  i n  W a l t e r s  v . C e a s e ,  3 8 8  P . 2 d  2 6 3  ( A l a s k a  
1 9 6 4 ) .

C i t e d  i n  Y u t e  A i r  A l a s k a ,  I n c .  v . M c A lp i n e ,  6 9 8  P . 2 d  
1 1 7 3  ( A l a s k a  1 9 8 5 ) ;  S h e t t e r s  v . S t a t e ,  8 3 2  P . 2 d  1 8 1  
( A l a s k a  C t .  A p p .  1 9 9 2 ) .

S e c t i o n  4. I n i t i a t i v e  E l e c t i o n .  A n  in it ia t iv e  p e t it io n  m a y  b e  filed  a t  a n y  tim e . T h e  
l ie u te n a n t  g o v e rn o r  sh a ll p rep a re  a  b a llo t  t i t le  a n d  p ro p o s it io n  su m m a r iz in g  t lie  
p roposed  law, a n d  sh a ll  p la ce  th e m  o n  th e  b a llo t  fo r  th e  fir s t  s ta te w id e  e le c tio n  h e ld  m ore  
th a n  o n e  h u n d re d  tw e n ty  d a ys  a fte r  a d jo u rn m e n t  o f  th e  le g is la tiv e  se ss io n  fo llo w in g  th e  
filing. If, b e fo re  th e  e le ctio n , su b s ta n t ia lly  th e  s a m e  m e a su re  h a s  b een  en a cted , th e  
p e titio n  is  vo id .

E f f e c t  o f  a m e n d m e n t s .  —  T h e  a m e n d m e n t ,  e f f e c ­
t i v e  O c t o b e r  1 0 , 1 9 7 0  ( 6 t h  L e g i s l a t u r e ’s  S J R  2 ( 1 9 7 0 ) ) ,  
s u b s t i t u t e d  “ l i e u t e n a n t  g o v e r n o r '  f o r  " s e c r e t a r y  o f  
s t a t e ”  i n  t h e  s e c o n d  s e n t e n c e .

O p i n i o n s  o f  a t t o r n e y  g e n e r a l .  —  A n  i n i t i a t i v e

p e t i t i o n  m u s t  b e  f i l e d  b e f o r e  t h e  s t a r t  o f  t h e  l e g i s l a t i v e  
s e s s i o n  i n  o r d e r  t o  b e  p r e s e n t e d  t o  t h e  e l e c t o r a t e  a t  
t h e  f i r s t  s t a t e - w i d e  e l e c t i o n  h e ld  1 2 0  o r  m o r e  d a y s  
a f t e r  t h e  c o n c lu s i o n  o f  t h a t  s e s s i o n .  F e b r u a r y  1 , 1 9 8 4  
O p .  A t t ’y  G e n .

N O T E S  T O  D E C I S I O N S

T h i s  s e c t i o n  m u s t  b e  i n t e r p r e t e d  b r o a d l y  a n d  
n o t  n a r r o w l y  a s  t o  t h e  s c o p e  o f  l e g i s l a t i v e  p o w e r .  
W a r r e n  v . B o u c h e r ,  5 4 3  P . 2 d  7 3 1  ( A l a s k a  1 9 7 5 ) .

P u r p o s e  o f  a m e n d i n g  s e c t i o n  p r i o r  t o  i t s  a d o p ­
t i o n .  — A s  o r i g i n a l l y  i n t r o d u c e d ,  t h i s  s e c t i o n  p r o v i d e d  
t h a t  l a w s  p r o p o s e d  b y  t h e  i n i t i a t i v e  s h a l l  b e  s u b m i t ­
t e d  t o  t h o  v o t e r s  “ a t  a n  e l e c t i o n  n o t  l a t e r  t h a n  1 8 0  
d a y s  a l t e r  t h e  a d j o u r n m e n t  o f  t h e  l e g i s l a t i v e  s e s s i o n

f o l l o w i n g  t h e  f i l i n g  o f  t h e  p e t i t i o n . "  T h i s  p r o p o s a l  w a s  
a m e n d e d  b e f o r e  a d o p t i o n  t o  r e a d  a s  i t  d o e s  n o w .  T h e  
p u r p o s e  o f  t h e  a m e n d m e n t ,  a s  e x p la i n e d  b y  o n e  o f  i t s  
s p o n s o r s ,  w a s  t o  d o  a w a y  w i t h  t h e  h i g h  c o s t s  o f  s p e c i a l  
e l e c t i o n s  f o r  s u c h  m a t t e r s  ( e s t i m a t e d  a t  $ 4 0 , 0 0 0 ) ,  b y  
r e q u i r i n g  t h a t  t h e  i n i t i a t i v e  p r o p o s i t i o n  g o  o n  t h e  
b a l l o t  a t  a  s t a t e w i d e  e l e c t i o n ,  w h e t h e r  i t  b o  p r i m a i y  o r  
a  g e n e r a l  e l e c t i o n  o r  n  s p e c i a l  e l e c t i o n  c a l l e d  f o r  s o m e
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o t h e r  p u r p o s e .  S t a r r  v . H a g g l u n d ,  3 7 4  P . 2 d  3 1 6  ( A l a s ­
k a  1 9 6 2 ) .

P l a c e m e n t  o n  s t a t e w i d e  e l e c t i o n  b a l l o t .  —  A n
i n i t i a t i v e  p r o p o s i t i o n  m a y  b e  p l a c e d  o n  t h e  b a l l o t  f o r  
t h e  f i r s t  a v a i l a b l e  s t a t e w i d e  e l e c t i o n  h e l d  m o r e  t h a n  
1 2 0  d a y s  a f t e r  a d j o u r n m e n t  o f  t h e  l e g i s l a t i v e  s e s s i o n  
f o l l o w i n g  i t s  f i l i n g  b e c a u s e  o f  s p e c i a l  c i r c u m s t a n c e s .  
S t a r r  v . H a g g l u n d ,  3 7 4  P . 2 d  3 1 6  ( A l a s k a  1 9 6 2 ) .

T h i s  s e c t i o n  w a s  n o t  d e s i g n e d  w i t h  t h e  o b je c t i v e  o f  
d e p r i v i n g  t h e  p e o p le  o f  t h e  r i g h t  t o  v o t e  i f  b y  r e a s o n  o f  
c i r c u m s t a n c e s ,  s u c h  a s  a n  i n j u n c t i o n  p r e v e n t i n g  t h e  
s e c r e t a r y  o f  s t a t e  ( n o w  l i e u t e n a n t  g o v e m o r l  f r o m  
p l a c i n g  a n  i n i t i a t i v e  p r o p o s i t i o n  o n  t h e  b a l l o t ,  i t  
b e c a m e  im p o s s i b le  t o  s u b m i t  t h e  p r o p o s i t i o n  a t  t h e  
• f i r s t ’  s t a t e w i d e  e l e c t i o n  h e ld  w i t h i n  t l i e  p r e s c r i b e d  
t im e .  S t a r r  v . H a g g l u n d ,  3 7 4  P . 2 d  3 1 6  ( A l a s k a  1 9 6 2 ) .

T h o  w o r d s  “ s u b s t a n t i a l  ’  o r  “ s u b s t a n t i a l l y ”  n r e  
r e l a t i v e ,  i n e x a c t  t e r m s .  T h e i r  m e a n i n g  i s  q u i t e  e l u ­
s i v e .  T h e  m e a n i n g  o f  s u c h  t e r m s  c a n  b e  d e r i v e d  o n l y  
b y  r e f e r e n c e  t o  a l l  t h e  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  s u r r o u n d i n g  t h e  
c o n t e x t  i n  w h i c h  t h e y  a r e  u s e d .  W a r r e n  v .  B o u c h e r ,  
5 4 3  P . 2 d  7 3 1  ( A l a s k a  1 9 7 5 ) .

T h e  t e r m  " s u b s t a n t i a l l y  t h e  s a m e  m e a s u r e ’  m u s t  b e  
v i e w e d  a g a i n s t  t h e  t o t a l  s t r u c t u r e  c o n t e m p la t e d  i n  
t h i s  a r t i c l e  i n  t h e  m a t t e r  o f  d i r e c t  l e g i s l a t i o n .  W a r r e n  
v . B o u c h e r ,  5 4 3  P . 2 d  7 3 1  ( A l a s k a  1 9 7 5 ) .

W h e n  s u b s t a n t i a l  s i m i l a r i t y  e x i s t s .  —  I f  i n  t h e  
m a i n  t h e  l e g i s l a t i v e  a c t  a c h i e v e s  t h e  s a m e  g e n e r a l  
p u r p o s e  a s  t h e  i n i t i a t i v e ,  i f  t h e  l e g i s l a t i v e  a c t  a c c o m ­
p l i s h e s  t h a t  p u r p o s e  b y  m e a n s  o r  s y s t e m s  w h i c h  a r e  
f a i r l y  c o m p a r a b le ,  t h e n  s u b s t a n t i a l  s i m i l a r i t y  e x i s t s .  
W a r r e n  v . B o u c h e r ,  5 4 3  P . 2 d  7 3 1  ( A l a s k a  1 9 7 5 ) .

I t  i s  n o t  n e c e s s a r y  t h a t  t h e  t w o  m e a s u r e s  c o r r e ­
s p o n d  i n  m i n o r  p a r t i c u l a r s ,  o r  e v e n  a s  t o  a l l  m a j o r  
f e a t u r e s ,  i f  t h e  s u b je c t  m a t t e r  i s  n e c e s s a r i l y  c o m p le x  
o r  i f  i t  r e q u i r e s  c o m p r e h e n s i v e  t r e a t m e n t .  W a r r e n  v . 
B o u c h e r ,  5 4 3  P . 2 d  7 3 1  ( A l a s k a  1 9 7 5 ) ,

L e g i s l a t i v e  d i s c r e t i o n .  —  I t  i s  c l e a r  t h a t  t h e  
l e g i s l a t i v e  a c t  n e e d  n o t  c o n f o r m  t o  t l i e  i n i t i a t i v e  i n  a l l  
r e s p e c t s ,  a n d  t h a t  t h e  f r a m e r s  i n t e n d e d  t h a t  t h e  
l e g i s l a t u r e  s h o u ld  h a v e  s o m e  d i s c r e t i o n  i n  d e c i d i n g  
h o w  f a r  t h e  l e g i s l a t i v e  a c t  s h o u ld  d i f f e r  f r o m  t h e  
p r o v i s i o n s  o f  t h e  i n i t i a t i v e .  W a r r e n  v , B o u c h e r ,  5 4 3  
P . 2 d  7 3 1  ( A l a s k a  1 9 7 5 ) .

T h e  b r o a d e r  t h e  r e a c h  o f  t h e  s u b je c t  m a t t e r ,  t h e  
m o r e  l a t i t u d e  m u s t  b e  a l l o w e d  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  t o  v a r y  
f r o m  t h e  p a r t i c u l a r  f e a t u r e s  o f  t h e  i n i t i a t i v e .  W a r r e n  
v . B o u c h e r ,  5 4 3  P . 2 d  7 3 1  ( A l a s k a  1 9 7 5 ) .

L e g i s l a t u r e  m a y  v a r y  t e r m s  o f  i n i t i a t i v e  b y  
a m e n d m e n t .  —  T h e  c o n s t i t u t i o n  v e s t s  b r o a d  a u t lm r  
i t y  i n  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  t o  v a r y  t h e  t e r m s  o f  a n  i n i t i a l * . !  
l a w ,  a f t e r  i t s  a d o p t i o n ,  b y  t h o  p r o c e s s  o f  a m e n d m e n t  
T h i s  p o w e r  a m o u n t s  t o  a  c h e c k  o r  b a la n c e  a g a i n s t  l i t *  
i n i t i a t i v e  p r o c e s s .  W a r r e n  v .  B o u c h e r ,  5 4 3  P.2<1 7.11 
( A l a s k a  1 9 7 5 ) .

A n d  b y  e n a c t m e n t  c o v e r i n g  s a m e  s u b j e c t  at 
i n i t i a t i v e .  —  I f  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  h a s  b r o a d  p o w e r  o l  
a m e n d m e n t ,  i t  f o l l o w s  t h a t  i t  h a s  b r o a d  p o w e r  to  
c h a n g e  a n  i n i t i a t i v e  b y  a n  e n a c t m e n t  c o v e r i n g  th* 
s a m e  s u b je c t  a s  t h e  i n i t i a t e d  m e a s u r e .  W a r r e n  v 
B o u c h e r ,  5 4 3  P . 2 d  7 3 1  ( A l a s k a  1 9 7 5 ) .

D e t e r m i n i n g  w h e t h e r  a c t  a n d  i n i t i a t i v e  » r *  
“ s u b s t a n t i a l l y  t h e  s a m e . ”  —  T h i s  s e c t i o n  d o e s  no t 
e x p r e s s l y  c o n f e r  o n  a n y  b r a n c h  o r  a g e n c y  t h e  p o w e r  to  
d e t e r m i n e  w h e t h e r  a n  a c t  a n d  a n  i n i t i a t i v e  a r c  “ m il* 
s t a n t i a l l y  t h e  s a m e . "  W a r r e n  v . B o u c h e r ,  5 4 3  P .2< l V III 
( A l a s k a  1 9 7 5 ) .

P o w e r  o f  l e g i s l a t u r e  t o  e n a c t  m e t h o d  f o r  m i r h  
d e t e r m i n a t i o n .  —  T h i s  s e c t i o n  a n d  A l a s k a  C o n a l  . 
a r t .  V , §  3, a n d  a r t .  X I I ,  § 1 1 ,  w h e n  r e a d  i n  h a n n .m *  
g i v e  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  t h e  p o w e r  t o  e n a c t  a  m e th iM l o f 
d e t e r m i n i n g  w h e t h e r  a n  a c t  a n d  a n  i n i t i a t i v e  o r *  
“ s u b s t a n t i a l l y  t h e  s a m e , "  a s  u s e d  i n  t h i s  s e c t i o n  
W a r r e n  v . B o u c h e r ,  5 4 3  P . 2 d  7 3 1  ( A l a s k a  1 9 7 5 ) .

A S  1 6 / 4 5 . 2 1 0  e n a c t e d  t o  e f f e c t u a t e  t h i s  s e c t i o n  
—  A l a s k a  S t a t u t e  1 5 . 4 6  2 1 0 ,  d e l e g a t i n g  a u t h o r i t y  t<» 
t h e  l i e u t e n a n t  g o v e r n o r  t o  d e t e r m i n e  w h e t h e r  n n  m  l 
n n d  a n  i n i t i a t i v e  a r e  s u b s t a n t i a l l y  t h e  s a m e ,  * » >  
e n a c t e d  l o  e f f e c t u a t e  t h i s  s e c t i o n .  W a r r e n  v . B m i r h r r  
5 4 3  P . 2 d  7 3 1  ( A l a s k a  1 9 7 5 ) .

T h e  d e l e g a t i o n  o f  p o w e r  i n  A S  1 5 . 4 5 . 2 1 0  i s  Ix i i  It 
r e a s o n a b l e  a n d  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l .  W a r r e n  v . B o u c h e r . 1 1  
P . 2 d  7 3 1  ( A l a s k a  1 9 7 5 ) .

D e l e g a t i o n  t o  t h e  l i e u t e n a n t  g o v e r n o r  o f  t h e  a u t h o r  
i t y  t o  d e t e r m i n e  w h e t h e r  a n  a c t  a n d  a n  i n i t i a t i v e  . . .«  
s u b s t a n t i a l l y  t h e  s a m e  i s  b a s e d  o n  s o u n d ,  p r u c ln  n l 
c o n s i d e r a t i o n s ,  i s  t o  a  l o g i c a l  g o v e r n m e n t a l  o d i n ' i  
a n d  i s  d e f i n i t i o n a l l y  n a r r o w .  W a r r e n  v . B o u c h e r ,  5 4 .1  
P . 2 d  7 3 1  ( A l a s k a  1 9 7 5 ) .

Q u o t e d  i n  B u r g e s s  v . M i l l e r ,  6 5 4  P . 2 d  2 7 3  ( A la n i a  
1 9 8 2 ) .

C i t e d  i n  W a l t e r s  v . C e a s e ,  3 8 8  P . 2 d  2 6 3  ( A l a n i a  
1 9 6 4 ) ;  Y " . t e  A i r  A l a s k a ,  I n c .  v. M c A lp i n e ,  6 9 8  P.2d 117.1 
( A l a s k a  1 9 8 5 ) ;  C i t i z e n s  C o a l i t i o n  f o r  T b r t  R e f o r m ,  Im  
v . M c A lp i n e ,  8 1 0  P . 2 d  1 6 2  ( A l a s k a  1 9 9 1 ) ;  S h e l t e r *  .  
S t a t e ,  8 3 2  P . 2 d  1 8 1  ( A l a s k a  C t .  A p p .  1 9 9 2 ) .

Section 5. Referendum Election. A  re fe re n d u m  p e tit io n  m a y  be  filed  o n ly  w ith in  
n in e ty  days  a fte r  a d jo u rn m e n t  o f  th e  le g is la tiv e  s e ss io n  a t  w h ic h  th e  a c t  w as  passed. Tim 
l ie u te n a n t  g o v e rn o r  s h a ll p re p a re  a  b a llo t t i t le  a n d  p ro p o sitio n  s u m m a r iz in g  th e  a c t  anil 
sh a ll p la ce  th e m  o n  th e  b a llo t  fo r  th e  firs t  s ta te w id e  e le c tio n  h e ld  m o re  th a n  o n e  h un dred  
e ig h ty  days a fte r  a d jo u rn m e n t  o f  th a t  session .

E f f e c t  o f  a m e n d m e n t s . — T h e  a m e n d m e n t ,  e f f e c -  s u b s t i t u t e d  “ l i e u t e n a n t  g o v e r n o r ’  f o r  “ s e c r e t a r y  .4  
t i v e  O c t o b e r  1 0 , 1 9 7 0  ( 6 t h  L e g i s l a t u r e ’s  S J R  2 ( 1 9 7 0 ) ) ,  s t a t e "  n e a r  t h e  b e g i n n i n g  o f  t h e  s e c o n d  s e n t e n c e

N O T E S  T O  D E C I S I O N S

A c t  m a y  b o  e f f e c t i v e  s e v e r a l  m o n t h s  p r i o r  t o  
c o m m e n c e m e n t  o f  9 0 - d a y  p e r i o d .  —  A n  a c t  o f  t h e  
l e g i s l a t u r e  w i t h  a n  im m e d i a t e  e f f e c t i v e  d a t e  c o u ld  
c o n c e i v a b ly  b e  s i g n e d  i n t o  l a w  e a r l y  i n  a  l e g i s l a t i v e  
s e s s i o n ,  a n d  w o u ld  b e  i n  a c t u a l  o p e r a t i v e  e f f e c t  f o r

s e v e r a l  m o n t h s  p r i o r  t o  t h e  c o m m e n c e m e n t  o r  i t . .  
9 0 - d a y  p e r i o d  i n  w h i c h  o  p e t i t i o n  f o r  r e f e r e n d u m  m a r  
b o  f i l e d  u n d e r  t h i s  s e c t i o n .  W a l t e r s  v .  C e a s e ,  3 8 8  I ’ 7.1 
2 6 3  ( A l a s k a  1 9 6 4 ) .

Section 6. Enactment. I f  a m a jo r ity  o f  th e  v o te s  c a s t  o n  th e  p ro p o s it io n  fa vo r iu
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adoption, the initiated measure is enacted. If a majority of the votes cast on the 
proposition favor the rejection of an act referred, it is rejected. The lieutenant governor 
shall certify the election returns. An initiated law becomes effective ninety days after 
certification, is not subject to veto, and may not be repealed by the legislature within two 
years of its. effective date. It may be amended at any time. An act rejected by referendum 
is void thirty days after certification. Additional procedures for the initiative and 
referendum may be prescribed by law.

E f f e c t  o f  a m e n d m e n t s .  —  T h e  a m e n d m e n t ,  e f f e c ­
t i v e  O c t o b e r  1 0 , 1 9 7 0  ( 6 t h  L e g i s l a t u r e ’s  S J R  2 ( 1 9 7 0 ) ) ,  
s u b s t i t u t e d  “ l i e u t e n a n t  g o v e r n o r "  f o r  “ s e c r e t a r y  o f  
H ta t e "  n e a r  t h e  b e g i n n i n g  o f  t h e  t h i r d  s e n t e n c e .

O p i n i o n s  o f  a t t o r n e y  g e n e r a l .  —  T h e  c o n s t i t t  
t i o n a l  s p e c i f i c a t i o n  a s  t o  e f f e c t i v e  d a t e  i s  p l a i n  o n  i t s  
fa c e .  A n  i n i t i a t i v e  b e c o m e s  e f f e c t i v e  9 0  d a y s  a f t e r  t h e  
d a t e  o n  w h i c h  t h e  l i e u t e n a n t  g o v e r n o r  c e r t i f i e s  t h e  
e le c t i o n  r e t u r n s  a p p r o v i n g  i t .  A u g u s t  1 9 ,  1 9 7 5  O p .  
A t t ’y  G e n .

O n l y  r e p e a l  i s  p r o h i b i t e d  b y  t h e  s t a t e  c o n s t i t u t i o n ,  
n o t  a m e n d m e n t s .  A u g u s t  1 9 ,  1 9 7 5  O p .  A t t ’y  G e n .

T h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  c o u ld  a m e n d  t h e  c a p i t a l  m o v e  i n i ­
t i a t i v e ,  i n i t i a t i v e  N o .  1 ,  a t  a n y  t im e  t o  a l t e r  o r  d e le t e :  
( 1 )  t h e  r e q u i r e m e n t  t h a t  t h e  c a p i t a l  s i t e  c o n t a i n  n o  
l e s s  t h a n  1 0 0  s q u a r e  m i l e s  o f  s t a t e  l a n d  o r  l a n d s  
a v a i l a b l e  t o  t h e  s t a t e  a t  n o  c o s t  a n d  ( 2 )  t h e  r e q u i r e ­
m e n t  t h a t  t h e  s i t e  s e l e c t e d  b y  m o r e  t h a n  3 0  m i l e s  f r o m  
A n c h o r a g e  o r  F a i r b a n k s .  A u g u s t  1 9 ,  1 9 7 5  O p .  A t t ’y  
G e n .

N O T E S  T O  D E C I S I O N S

L e g i s l a t u r e  m a y  v a r y  t e r m s  o f  I n i t i a t i v e  b y  
a m e n d m e n t .  — T l i e  c o n s t i t u t i o n  v e s t s  b r o a d  a u t h o r ­
i t y  i n  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  t o  v a r y  t h e  t e r m s  o f  a n  i n i t i a t e d  
la w ,  a f t e r  i t s  a d o p t i o n ,  b y  t h e  p r o c e s s  o f  a m e n d m e n t .  
T h i s  p o w e r  a m o u n t s  t o  a  c h e c k  o r  b a l a n c e  a g a i n s t  t h e  
i n i t i a t i v e  p r o c e s s .  W a r r e n  v . B o u c h e r ,  5 4 3  P . 2 d  7 3 1  
( A l a s k a  1 9 7 5 ) .

T h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  i s  v e s t e d  w i t h  b r o a d  a u t h o r i t y  t o  
a m e n d  l a w s  e n a c t e d  b y  t h e  p e o p le  t h r o u g h  t h e  i n i t i a ­
t i v e  p r o c e s s .  W a r r e n  v .  T h o m a s ,  5 6 8  P . 2 d  4 0 0  ( A l a s k a  
1 9 7 7 ) .

A n d  b y  e n a c t m e n t  c o v e r i n g  s a m e  s u b j e c t  a s  
I n i t i a t i v e .  —  I f  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  h a s  b r o a d  p o w e r  o f  
a m e n d m e n t ,  i t  f o l l o w s  t h a t  i t  h a s  b r o a d  p o w e r  t o  
c h a n g e  a n  i n i t i a t i v e  b y  a n  e n a c t m e n t  c o v e r i n g  t h e  
H o m e  s u b je c t  m a t t e r  a s  t h e  i n i t i a t e d  m e a s u r e .  W a r r e n  
v. B o u c h e r ,  5 4 3  P . 2 d  7 3 1  ( A l a s k a  1 9 7 5 ) .

W h a t  c o n s t i t u t e s  r e p e a l .  —  A m e n d m e n t s  t o  a n  
i n i t i a t e d  l a w  t h a t  o n l y  r e d u c e d  t h e  p e n a l t i e s  f o r  
v i o l a t i o n  o f  t h e  l a w  a n d  c l a r i f i e d  s o m e  o f  t h e  la n g u a g e  
d id  n o t  c o n s t i t u t e  a  r e p e a l  o f  t h e  i n i t i a t e d  la w .  W a r r e n  
v. T h o m a s ,  5 6 8  P . 2 d  4 0 0  ( A l a s k a  1 9 7 7 ) .

A S  1 5 . 4 5 . 4 4 0  a d o p t e d  a l m o s t  v e r b a t i m  t h e  l a n ­

g u a g e  o f  t h i s  s e c t i o n  f o r  e s t a b l i s h i n g  t h e  t im e  w h e n  
a n  a c t  r e j e c t e d  b y  r e f e r e n d u m  s h a l l  b e c o m e  v o i d .  
W a l t e r s  v . C e a s e ,  3 8 8  P . 2 d  2 6 3  ( A l a s k a  1 9 6 4 ) .

A c t  n o t  s u s p e n d e d  b e t w e e n  i t s  e f f e c t i v e  d a t e  
a n d  i t s  r e j e c t i o n  b y  r e f e r e n d u m .  —  I n  t h e  l i g h t  o f  
t h e  c l e a r  w o r d i n g  o f  t h i s  s e c t i o n  a n d  A l a s k a  C o n s t . ,  
a r t .  I I ,  § §  1 7  a n d  1 8 ,  t h e  f r a m e r s  o f  t h e  c o n s t i t u t i o n  
a n d  t h e  p e o p le  w h o  a d o p t e d  i t  i n t e n d e d  t h a t  t h e  
e f f e c t i v e n e s s  o f  a n  a c t  p a s s e d  b y  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  
s h o u ld  n o t  b e  s u s p e n d e d  d u r i n g  t h e  p e r i o d  b e tw e e n  i t s  
e f f e c t i v e  d a t e  a n d  i t s  r e j e c t i o n  b y  t h e  r e f e r e n d u m .  I f  
t h e y  h a d  i n t e n d e d  o t h e r w i s e  t h e y  w o u ld  h a v e  e x ­
p r e s s l y  s o  p r o v i d e d  i n  t h e  c o n s t i t u t i o n .  W a l t e r s  v . 
C e a s e ,  3 8 8  P . 2 d  2 6 3  ( A l a s k a  1 9 6 4 ) .

P r o c e d u r e s  f o r  p l a c e m e n t  o f  i n i t i a t i v e  o n  e l e c ­
t i o n  b a l l o t .  —  S e e  B o u c h e r  v .  E n g s t r o m ,  5 2 8  P . 2 d  4 5 6  
( A l a s k a  1 9 7 4 ) ,  o v e r r u l e d  o n  o t h e r  g r o u n d s ,  M c A lp i n e  
v .  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  A l a s k a ,  7 6 2  P . 2 d  8 1  ( A l a s k a  1 9 8 8 ) .

A p p l i e d  i n  S t a t e  e x  r e l .  H a m m o n d  v . A l l e n ,  6 2 5  
P . 2 d  8 4 4  ( A l a s k a  1 9 8 1 ) .

C i t e d  i n  C i t i z e n s  C o a l i t i o n  f o r  T b r t  R e f o r m ,  I n c .  v . 
M c A lp i n e ,  8 1 0  P . 2 d  1 6 2  ( A l a s k a  1 9 9 1 ) ;  S h e t t e r a  v . 
S t a t e ,  8 3 2  P . 2 d  1 8 1  ( A l a s k a  C t .  A p p .  1 9 9 2 ) .

Section 7. Restrictions. The initiative shall not be used to dedicate revenues, make 
or repeal appropriations, create courts, define the jurisdiction of courts or prescribe their 
rules, or enact local or special legislation. The referendum shall not be applied to 
dedications of revenue, to appropriations, to local or special legislation, or to laws 
necessary for the immediate preservation of the public peace, health, or safety.

C r o s s  r e f e r e n c e s .  —  F o r  r e s t r i c t i o n s  o n  t h o  f o r m  s c h o o l  s e r v i c e  a r e a s  t o  s u b m i t  t h e i r  b u d g e t s  t o  t h e
o f  b i l l s ,  s e e  a r t .  I I ,  §  1 3  o f  t h i s  c o n s t i t u t i o n .  p e o p le  b y  r e f e r e n d u m  w o u ld  v i o l a t e  t h i s  s e c t i o n .  1 9 6 1

O p i n i o n s  o f  a t t o r n e y  g e n e r a L  —  A u t h o r i z i n g  O p .  A t t ' y  G e n .  N o .  2 4 .

N O T E S  T O  D E C I S I O N S

I .  G e n e r a l  C o n s i d e r a t i o n .
I I .  A p p r o p r i a t i o n s .

I I I .  L o c a l  o r  S p e c i a l  L e g i s l a t i o n .
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I .  G E N E R A L  C O N S I D E R A T I O N .

S t r i c t  c o m p l i a n c e  r e q u i r e d .  —  T h e  r e s t r i c t i o n s  
o f  t h i s  s e c t i o n  a r e  i m p o r t a n t  c o n d i t i o n s  o n  t h e  i n i t i a ­
t i v e  r i g h t  t h a t  r e q u i r e  s t r i c t  c o m p l i a n c e .  C i t i z e n s  
O a l i t i o n  for T o r t  R e f o r m ,  I n c .  v . M c A lp i n e ,  8 1 0  P . 2 d  
1 6 2  ( A l a s k a  1 9 3 1 ) .

S u b j e c t  c a n n o t  e x c e e d  a u t h o r i t y  o f  l e g i s l a ­
t u r e .  —  T h e  s u b je c t  o f  t h e  i n i t i a t i v e  m u s t  c o n s t i t u t e  
s u c h  l e g i s l a t i o n  a s  t h e  l e g i s l a t i v e  b o d y  t o  w h i c h  i t  i s  
d i r e c t e d  h a s  t h e  p o w e r  t o  e n a c t .  M u n i c i p a l i t y  o f  A n ­
c h o r a g e  v .  F r o h n e ,  5 6 8  P . 2 d  3  ( A l a s k a  1 9 7 7 ) .

I n i t i a t i v e  a n d  r e f e r e n d u m  r e s t r i c t e d  t o  o r d i ­
n a n c e s .  —  T h e  p o w e r  o f  b o t h  i n i t i a t i v e  a n d  r e f e r e n ­
d u m  i s  r e s t r i c t e d  t o  l e g i s l a t i v e  o r d i n a n c e s ,  a n d  d o e s  
n o t  e x t e n d  t o  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  m e a s u r e s .  W o l f  v . A l a s k a  
S t a t e  H o u s .  A u t h . ,  5 1 4  P . 2 d  2 3 3  ( A l a s k a  1 9 7 3 ) .

M a t t e r  s u b j e c t  t o  r e v i e w  i a  a l r f o  s u b j e c t  f o r  
i n i t i a t i v e .  —  I f  t h e  s u b je c t  m a t t e r  o f  a n  o r d i n a n c e  
w e r e  p r o p e r l y  s u b je c t  t o  p o p u l a r  r e v i e w ,  t h e n  i t  a l s o  
w o u ld  b e  a  p r o p e r  s u b je c t  f o r  p o p u l a r  i n i t i a t i v e .  W o l f  
v .  A l a s k a  S t a t e  H o u s .  A u t h . ,  5 1 4  P . 2 d  2 3 3  ( A l a s k a  
1 9 7 3 ) .

I n i t i a t i v e  a t t e m p t i n g  t o  a l t e r  o r  s u p p l e m e n t  
e x i s t i n g  c o u r t  r u l e s .  —  L i e u t e n a n t  g o v e r n o r  p r o p ­
e r l y  d e n i e d  c e r t i f i c a t i o n  o f  a n  i n i t i a t i v e  t h a t  w o u ld  
h a v e  s e t  m a x im u m  a l l o w a b l e  l e v e l s  o f  a t t o r n e y ’s  f e e s  
i n  p e r s o n a l  i n j u r y  c a s e s ,  w h e r e  t h e  i n i t i a t i v e  c o n s t i ­
t u t e d  a n  a t t e m p t  t o  p r e s c r i b e  a  r u l e  o f  c o u r t  i n  
v i o l a t i o n  o f  t h i s  s e c t i o n  a n d  w o u ld  h a v e  a l t e r e d  o r  
s u p p le m e n t e d  e x i s t i n g  c o u r t  r u l e s  r e g u l a t i n g  c o n t i n ­
g e n t  f e e s .  C i t i z e n s  C o a l i t i o n  f o r  T b r t  R e f o r m ,  I n c .  v . 
M c A lp i n e ,  8 1 0  P . 2 d  1 6 2  ( A l a s k a  1 9 9 1 ) .

A p p l i e d  i n  W a r r e n  v . B o u c h e r ,  5 4 3  P . 2 d  7 3 1  ( A l a s ­
k a  1 9 7 5 ) .

Q u o t e d  i n  W a l t e r s  v . C e a s e ,  3 8 8  P . 2 d  2 6 3  ( A l a s k a  
1 9 6 4 ) ;  A b r a m s  v .  S t a t e ,  5 3 4  P . 2 d  9 1  ( A l a s k a  1 9 7 5 ) ;  
C i t y  o f  F a i r b a n k s  v . F a i r b a n k s  C o n v e n t i o n  & V i s i t o r s  
B u r e a u ,  8 1 8  P . 2 d  1 1 5 3  ( A l a s k a  1 9 9 1 ) .

C i t e d  i n  T h o m a s  v . B a i l e y ,  6 1 1  P . 2 d  5 3 6  ( A l a s k a  
1 9 8 0 ) ;  S h e t t e r s  v . S t a t e ,  8 3 2  P . 2 d  1 8 1  ( A l a s k a  C t .  A p p .  
1 9 9 2 ) .

I L  A P P R O P R I A T I O N S .

A p p r o p r i a t i o n  p u r p o s e  p r o h i b i t e d .  —  T h e  l a n ­
g u a g e  o f  t h i s  s e c t i o n  p r o h i b i t s  i n i t i a t i v e s  f o r  t l i e  
p u r p o s e  o f  m a k i n g  a p p r o p r i a t i o n s .  T h o m a s  v . B a i l e y ,  
5 9 5  P . 2 d  1  ( A l a s k a  1 9 7 9 ) .

G e n e r a l  w o r d i n g  o f  a p p r o p r i a t i o n  l i m i t a t i o n .  
—  T h o u g h  m o s t  s t a t e  c o n s t i t u t i o n s  w i t h  r e f e r e n d u m  
a n d  i n i t i a t i v e  p r o v i s i o n s  h a v e  s o m e  l i m i t a t i o n  r e l a t ­
i n g  t o  a p p r o p r i a t i o n s ,  A l a s k a ’s  a p p r o p r i a t i o n  l i m i t a ­
t i o n  i s  w o r d e d  m o r e  g e n e r a l l y  t h a n  t h a t  o f  m o s t  o t h e r  
s t a t e s .  T h o m a s  v .  B a i l e y ,  5 9 5  P . 2 d  1  ( A l a s k a  1 9 7 9 ) .

B y  t h e  t e r m  “ a p p r o p r i a t i o n s ”  t h i s  s e c t i o n  p r o ­
h i b i t s  a n  i n i t i a t i v e  w h o s e  p r i m a r y  o b je c t  i s  t o  r e q u i r e  
t h e  o u t f l o w  o f  s t a t e  a s s e t s  i n  t h e  f o r m  o f  l a n d  a s  w e l l  
a s  m o n e y .  T h o m a s  v . B a i l e y ,  5 9 5  P . 2 d  1  ( A l a s k a  1 9 7 9 ) .

“ A p p r o p r i a t i o n s *  i n c lu d e s  s t a t u t e s  t h a t  s e t  a s i d e  a  
s p e c i f i c  a m o u n t  o f  l a n d s  a n d  d i r e c t  i t  b e  g i v e n  a w a y  i n  
t h e  m a n n e r  r e q u i r e d  b y  a  1 9 7 8  i n i t i a t i v e ,  e n t i t l e d  
“T h e  A l a s k a  H o m e s t e a d  A c t , "  w h i c h  g a v e  a w a y  t o  a n y  
r e s i d e n t  o f  t h r e e  o r  m o r e  y e a r s  w h o  w o u ld  c o n d u c t  a  
s u r v e y ,  f i l e  t w o  p a p e r s ,  a n d  p a y  a  n o m i n a l  f i l i n g  f e e  
p u b l i c  a s s e t s  i n  t h e  f o r m  o f  s t a t e  l a n d ,  a n d  w h i c h  
im p o s e d  n o  o b l i g a t i o n s  o n  t h e  a p p l i c a n t  a f t e r  h e  o r  s h e  
r e c e i v e d  t h e  l a n d .  T h o m a s  v . B a i l e y ,  5 9 5  P . 2 d  1  ( A l a s ­
k a  1 9 7 9 ) .

M a s k a  H o m e s t e a d  A c t  h e l d  a p p r o p r i a t i o n s  
i n i t i a t i v e .  —  T h e  l a w  p r o p o s e d  b y  a  1 9 7 8  i n i t i a t i v e  
e n t i t l e d  “ T h e  A l a s k a  H o m e s t e a d  A c t "  w a s ,  f o r  p u r ­

poses o f  t h i s  Bection, a  l a w  m a k i n g  a n  approprintiiwi 
a n d ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  a n  i l l e g i t i m a t e  subject f o r  initiutiv* 
T h o m a s  v .  B a i l e y ,  5 9 5  P . 2 d  1  ( A l a s k a  1 9 7 9 ) .

A  1 9 7 8  i n i t i a t i v e  e n t i t l e d  “ T h e  A l a s k a  H o rn e tU m ** ! 
A c t "  w o u ld  h a v e  s u b s t a n t i a l l y  d e p le t e d  t h e  s t a t e  guv 
e m m e n t  o f  v a l u a b l e  a s s e t s  j u s t  a s  s u r e l y  a s  a n  im i i *  
t i v e  a l l o t t i n g  t o  r e s i d e n t s  o f  s p e c i f i e d  y e a r s  l a r g e  m u m  
o f  m o n e y .  I n  t h e  s a m e  m a n n e r ,  i t  c o n s t i t u t e d  a n  
a p p r o p r i a t i o n  a n d  h e n c e  c o u ld  n u t  b e  e n a c t e d  tn  
i n i t i a t i v e .  T h o m a p  v .  B a i l e y ,  5 9 5  P . 2 d  1  ( A l a s k a  IW 7W  

T h e  f a c t  t h a t  a  s u r v e y  m i g h t  b e  c o s t l y  d id  m rf 
c h a n g e  t h e  e s s e n t i a l  n a t u r e  o f  a  1 9 7 8  i n i t i a t i v e  e u i t  
t i e d  “ T h e  A l a s k a  H o m e s t e a d  A c t "  a s  a n  a p p r o p r i a t i o n *  
i n i t i a t i v e .  T h e  a p p l i c a n t  w o u ld  h a v e  p a i d  t h e  m ir 
v e y o r ;  n o  c o m p e n s a t i o n  o r  s e r v i c e  w a s  r e n d e r e d  l o  l i t *  
s t a t e .  T h e  s t a t e d  p u r p o s e  a n d  e f f e c t  o f  t h e  i n i t i n i i v *  
o n  t h e  s t a t e  t r e a s u r y  w o u ld  s t i l l  b e  a n  e x p e n d i t u r e  id  
s t a t e  a s s e t s  i n  t h e  f o r m  o f  p u b l i c  l a n d s .  T h o n m n  v 
B a i l e y ,  5 9 5  P . 2 d  1  ( A l a s k a  1 9 7 9 ) .

S a l e  o f  m u n i c i p a l  u t i l i t y  f o r  o n e  d o l l a r .  -  An 
i n i t i a t i v e  w h i c h  w o u ld  r e q u i r e  a  m u n i c i p a l i t y  t o  m d l ■ 
m u n i c i p a l l y - o w n e d  u t i l i t y  t o  a  p r i v a t e  n o n p r o f i t  c n n |i 
e r a t i v e  c o r p o r a t i o n  f o r  o n e  d o l l a r  v i o l a t e d  t h i s  sort m u  
b e c a u s e  i t  w o u ld  m a k e  a n  a p p r o p r i a t i o n .  A l a s k a  ( ‘m i 
s e r v a t i v e  P o l i t i c a l  A c t i o n  C o m m .  v . M u n i c i p a l i t y  " I  
A n c h o r a g e ,  7 4 5  P . 2 d  9 3 6  ( A l a c k a  1 9 8 7 ) .

P r o v i u i o n  t r a n s f e r r i n g  p r o p e r t y  b e t w e e n  u n i  
v e r a i t y  s y s t e m s .  —  T h e  t e r m  “ a p p r o p r i a t i o n "  in  
e lu d e s  t h e  s e t t i n g  a s i d e  o f  p r o p e r t y  o t h e r  t h a n  m iu u  v 
H e n c e ,  t l i e  p r o v i s i o n  i n  a n  i n i t i a t i v e  t r a n s f e r r i n g  f r o m  
t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  A l a s k a  t o  t h e  c o m m u n i t y  c o l l i - g *  
s y s t e m  o f  A l a s k a  s u c h  r e d  a n d  p e r s o n a l  p r o p e r l y  n* 
w a s  n e c e s s a r y  t o  t h e  i n d e p e n d e n t  o p e r a t i o n  n n d  
m a i n t e n a n c e  o f  t h e  c o m m u n i t y  c o l l e g e  s y s t e m ,  c o u ld  
b e  d e e m e d  t o  b e  a n  a p p r o p r i a t i o n  a n d ,  t h e r e f o r e  
v i o l a t i v e  o f  t h i s  s e c t i o n .  M c A lp i n e  v .  U n i v e r s i t y  o l 
A l a s k a ,  7 6 2  P . 2 d  8 1  ( A l a s k a  1 9 8 8 ) .

A l t h o u g h  l a w s  w h i c h  m e r e l y  c r e a t e  n e w  g o v e r n  
m e a t  p r o g r a m s  o r  l i a b i l i t i e s  d o  n o t  c o n s t i t u t e  a p p m  
p r i n t i o n s ,  t h e  p r o v i s i o n  o f  a n  i n i t i a t i v e  w h i c h  t r im *  
f e r r e d  f u n d s  f r o m  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  A l a s k a  t o  tin - 
c o m m u n i t y  c o l l e g e  s y s t e m  o f  A l a s k a  w a s  a n  a p p r o p r i  
a t i o n ,  s i n c e  i t  d e s i g n a t e d  t h e  u s e  o f  s t a t e  a s s e t s  in  n 
m a n n e r  w h i c h  w a s  e x e c u t a b le ,  m a n d a t o r y ,  a n d  m  
s o n a b l y  d e f i n i t e  w i t h  n o  f u r t h e r  l e g i s l a t i v e  a c t i o n  
M c A lp i n e  v . U n i v e r s i t y  o f  A l a s k a ,  7 6 2  P . 2 d  8 1  (A lim k n  
1 9 8 8 ) .

I n i t i a t i v e  t o  a e t  p r i o r i t i e s  a m o n g  d i f f e r e n t  
s a l m o n  h a r v e s t  u s e r s .  —  S a lm o n  a r e  p u b l i c  o s m o u  
o f  t h e  s t a t e  w h i c h  m a y  n o t  b e  a p p r o p r i a t e d  b y  in i tm  
t i v e ,  a n d  a n  i n i t i a t i v e  t o  r e q u i r e  t h e  B o a r d  o f  F i s l n  i 
ir* * , a f t e r  p r o v i d i n g  f o r  t h e  b i o l o g i c a l  e s c a p e m e n t  
n e e d s  o f  A la s k a ' s  s a lm o n  s t o c k s ,  t o  r e s e r v e  a  p r i o r i t y  
f o r  t h e  h a r v e s t  n e e d s  f o r  e a c h  p a r t i c u l a r  s a lm o n  s tm  k 
o f  p e r s o n a l  u s e ,  s p o r t ,  a n d  s u b s i s t e n c e  f i s h e r i e s  p r im  
t o  a l l o c a t i n g  &r  p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  h a r v e s t a b l e  s u r p lu H  in  
c o m m e r c i a l  f i s h e r i e s  w a s  a n  a p p r o p r i a t i o n  o f  s lu t *  
a s s e t s  i n  v i o l a t i o n  o f  t h i s  p r o v i s i o n ,  a s  w e l l  a s  A  S  
1 5 . 4 5 . 0 1 0 .  P u l l e n  v .  U lm e r ,  9 2 3  P . 2 d S 4  ( A l a s k a  19!H i*

H I .  L O C A L  O R  S P E C I A L  L E G I S L A T I O N .

T h i s  s e c t i o n  e x p r e s s l y  e x e m p t s  “ l o c a l  o r  sp»* 
c i a l  l e g i s l a t i o n "  f r o m  b o t h  t h e  i n i t i a t i v e  a n d  tin* 
r e f e r e n d u m .  W o l f  v .  A l a s k a  S t a t e  H o u s .  A u t h . ,  5 14 
P . 2 d  2 3 3  ( A l a s k a  1 9 7 3 ) .

M a n d a t o r y  B o r o u g h  A c t  n o t  s u b j e c t  t o  r e f e r  
e n d u m .  —  B e i n g  l o c a l  a n d  s p e c i a l  l e g i s l a t i o n ,  c h . 5'/ 
S L A  1 9 6 3  (M a n d a t o r y  B o r o u g h  A c t ) ,  i s  n o t  s u b je c t  in 
t h e  r e f e r e n d u m  p r o v i s i o n  o f  t h i s  a r t i c l e .  W a lte r .* *  > 
C e a s e ,  3 9 4  P . 2 d  6 7 0  ( A l a s k a  1 9 8 4 ) .
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C h a p t e r  5 2 ,  S L A  1 9 6 3  ( M a n d a t o r y  B o r o u g h  A c t ) ,  i s  s t a t e ,  a n d  b e c a u s e  i t s  m e t h o d  f o r  i n c o r p o r a t i n g  o r g a -  
b o t h  l o c a l  a n d  s p e c i a l  l e g i s l '  , i o n  b e c a u s e  i t  a p p l i e s  n i z e d  b o r o u g h s  i s  p e c u l i a r  t o  t h e  f e w  s e l e c t e d  l o c a l i -  
o n l y  t o  a  l i m i t e d  n u m b e r  o f  g e o g r a p h i c a l  a r e a s ,  r a t h e r  t i e s  w h o r e  i t  i s  a p p l i c a b le .  W a l t e r s  v .  C e a s e ,  3 9 4  P . 2 d  
t h a n  b e i n g  w i d e s p r e a d  i n  i t s  o p e r a t i o n  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  6 7 0  ( A l a s k a  1 9 6 4 ) .

(Proposed Amendment).

Section ?. Restrictions. The initiative shall not be used to dedicate revenues, make 
or repeal appropriations, create courts, define the jurisdiction of courts or prescribe their 
rules, pen. fit, regulate, or prohibit the taking or transportation of wildlife, prescribe 
seasons or methods for the taking of wildlife, or enact local or special legislation. The 
referendum shall not be applied to dedications of revenue, to appropriations, to local or 
special legislation, or to laws necessary for the immediate preservation of the public 
peace, health, or safety.

E d i t o r ' s  n o t e s .  —  T h i s  a m e n d m e n t  w a s  p r o p o s e d  
b y  2 0 0 0  L e g i s l a t i v e  R e s o l v e  4 8 ,  a n d  w i l l  b e  v o t e d  u p o n  
a t  t h e  g e n e r a l  e l e c t i o n  t o  b e  h e ld  i n  N o v e m b e r ,  2 0 0 0 .

Section 8. Recall. All elected public officials in the State, except judicial officers, are 
subject to recall by the voters of the State or political subdivision from which elected. 
Procedures and grounds for recall shall be prescribed by the legislature.

N O T E S  T O  D E C I S I O N S

S t a t e d  i n  M c C o r m i c k  v .  S m i t h ,  7 9 3  P . 2 d  1 0 4 2  H o n e s t  &  E t h i c a l  S c h .  B d . ,  9 0 3  P . 2 d  1 0 5 5  ( A l a s k a  
( A l a s k a  1 9 9 0 ) ;  V o n  S t a u f f e n b e r g  v . C o m m i t t e e  f o r  a n  1 9 9 5 ) .

Article XII
General Provisions

Section 1. State Boundaries. The State of Alaska shall consist of all the territory, 
together with the territorial waters appurtenant thereto, included in the Tterritory of 
Alaska upon the date of ratification of this constitution by the people of Alaska.

Section 2. Intergovernmental Relations. The State and its political subdivisions 
may cooperate with the United States and its territories, and with other states and their 
political subdivisions on matters of common interest. The respective legislative bodies 
may make appropriations for this purpose.

Section 3. Office of Profit. Service in the armed forces of the United States or of the 
State is not an office or position of profit as the term is used in this constitution.

N O T E S  T O  D E C I S I O N S

M e a n i n g  o f  p h r a s e  “ p o s i t i o n  o f  p r o f i t " .  —  S e e
B e g i c h  v .  J e f f e r s o n ,  4 4 1  P . 2 d  2 7  ( A l a s k a  1 9 6 8 ) .

Section 4. Disqualification for Disloyalty. No person who advocates, or who aids 
or belongs to any party or organization or association which advocates, the overthrow by 
force or violence of the government of the United States or of the State shall be qualified 
to hold any public office of trust or profit under this constitution.

Section 5. Oath of Office. All public officers, before entering upon the duties of their 
offices, shall take and subscribe to the following oath or affirmation: “I do solemnly swear 
(or affirm) that I will support and defend the Constitution of the United States and the
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SUBSTITUTE SENATE JOINT RESOLUTION 8206

State of Washington 57th Legislature 20C Regular Session

By Senate Committee on State & Local Government (originally sponsored 
by Senators Hargrove, McDonald, Jacobsen, Long, Costa, Regala, Snyder, 
Winsley, T. Sheldon, Gardner, McCaslin, Morton, Haugen, Rasmussen, 
Hochstatter, Honeyford, Oke and McAuliffe)

READ FIRST TIME 02/20/01.

1 BE IT RESOLVED, BY THE SENATE AND HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE

2 STATE OF WASHINGTON, IN LEGISLATIVE SESSION ASSEMBLED:

3 THAT, At the next general election to be held in this state the

4 secretary of state shall submit to the qualified voters of the state

5 for their approval and ratification, or rejection, an amendment to

6 Article II, section 1 of the Constitution of the state of Washington to

7 read as follows:

8 Article II, section 1. The legislative authority of the state of

9 Washington shall be vested in the legislature, consisting of a senate

10 and house of representatives, which shall be called the legislature of

11 the state of Washington, but the people reserve to themselves the power

12 to propose bills, laws, and to enact or reject the same at the polls,

13 independent of the legislature, and also reserve power, at their own

14 option, to approve or reject at the polls any act, item, section, or

15 part of any bill, act, or law passed by the legislature.

16 (a) Initiative: The first power reserved by the people is the

17 initiative. Every such petition shall include the full text of the

18 measure so proposed. In the case of initiatives to the legislature and

19 initiatives to the people, the number of valid signatures of legal

20 voters required shall be equal to eight percent of the votes cast for

21 the office of governor at the last gubernatorial election preceding the
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1 initial filing of the text of the initiative measure with the secretary

2 of state. After January 1, 2003,. p e tition signatures must 

3 distributed amoncr the concrressional districts of the state so that at

4 least six of the concrressional districts each have a number of valid

5 sicrnatures of leaal voters ecrual to at least one-ninth of the votes

6 cast for the office of oovernor at the last Gubernatorial election

7 before the initial filincr of the text of the initiative measure with

8 the secretarv of state.

9 Initiative petitions shall be filed with the secretary of state not

10 less than four months before the election at which they are to be voted

11 upon, or not less than ten days before any regular session of the

12 legislature. If filed at least four months before the election at

13 which they are to be voted upon, he shall submit the same to the vote

14 of the people at the said election. If such petitions are filed not

15 less than ten days before any regular session of the legislature, he

16 shall certify the results within forty days of the filing. If

17 certification is not complete by the date that the legislature

18 con/enes, he shall provisionally certify the measure pending final

19 certification of the measure. Such initiative measures, whether

20 certified or provisionally certified, shall take precedence over all

21 other measures in the legislature except appropriation bills and shall

22 be either enacted or rejected without change or amendment by the

23 legislature before the end of such regular session. If any such

24 initiative measures shall be enacted by the legislature it shall be

25 subject to the referendum petition, or it may be enacted and referred

26 by the legislature to the people for approval or rejection at the next

27 regular election. If it is rejected or if no action is taken upon it

28 by the legislature before the end of such regular session, the

29 secretary of state shall submit it to the people for approval or

30 rejection at the next ensuing regular general election. The

31 legislature may reject any measure so proposed by initiative petition

32 and propose a different one dealing with the same subject, and in such

33 event both measures shall be submitted by the secretary of state to the

34 people for approval or rejection at the next ensuing regular general 

3b election. When conflicting measures are submitted to the people the

36 ballots shall be so printed that a voter can express separately by

37 making one cross (X) for each, two preferences, first, as between

38 either measure and neither, and secondly, as between one and the other.

39 If the majority of those voting on the first issue is for neither, both
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1 fail, but in that case the votes on the second issue shall nevertheless

2 be carefully counted and made public. If a majority voting on the

3 first issue is for either, then the measure receiving a majority of the

4 votes on the second issue shall be law.

5 (b) Referendum. The second power reserved by the people is the

6 referendum, and it may be ordered on any act, bill, law, or any part

7 thereof passed by the legislature, except such laws as may be necessary

8 for the immediate preservation of the public peace, health or safety,

9 support of the state government and its existing public institutions,

10 either by petition signeu by the required percentage of the legal

11 voters, or by the legislature as other bills are enacted: Provided,

12 That the legislature may not order a referendum on any initiative

13 measure enacted by the legislature under the foregoing subsection (a).

14 The number of valid signatures of registered voters required on a

15 petition for referendum of an act of the legislature or any part

16 thereof, shall be equal to or exceeding four percent of the votes cast

17 for the office of governor at the last gubernatorial election preceding

18 the filing of the text of the referendum measure with the secretary of

19 state.

20 (c) No act, law, or bill subject to referendum shall take effect

21 until ninety days after the adjournment of the session at which it was

22 enacted. No act, lav/, or bill approved by a majority of the electors

23 voting thereon shall be amended or repealed by the legislature within

24 a period of two years following such enactment: Provided , That any

25 such act, law, or bill may be amended within two years after such

26 enactment at any regular or special session of the legislature by a

27 vote of two-thirds of all the members elected to each house with full

28 compliance with section 12, Article III, of the Washington

29 Constitution, and no amendatory law adopted in accordance with this

30 provision shall be subject to referendum. But such enactment may be

31 amended or repealed at any general regular or special election by

32 direct vote of the people thereon.

33 (d) The filing of a referendum petition against one or more items,

34 sections, or parts of any act, law, or bill shall not delay the

35 remainder of the measure from becoming operative. Referendum petitions

36 against measures passed by the legislature shall be filed with the

37 secretary of state not later than ninety days after the final

38 adjournment of the session of the legislature which passed the measure

39 on which the referendum is demanded. The veto power of the governor



1 shall not extend to measures initiated by or referred to the people.

2 All elections on measures referred to the people of the state shall be

3 nad at the next succeeding regular general election following the

4 filing of the measure with the secretary of state, except when the

5 legislature shall order a special election. Any measure initiated by

6 the people or referred to the people as herein provided shall take

7 effect and become the law if it is approved by a majority of the votes

8 cast thereon: Pro vid ed , That the vote cast upon such question or

9 measure shall equal one-third of the total votes cast at such election

10 and not otherwise. Such measure shall be in operation on and after the

11 thirtieth day after the election at which it is approved. The style of

12 all bills proposed by initiative petition shall be: "Be it enacted by

13 the people of the State of Washington." This section shall not be

14 construed to deprive any member of the legislature of the right to

15 introduce ny measure. All such petitions shall be filed with the

16 secretary of state, who shall be guided by the general laws in

17 submitting the same to the people until additional legislation shall

18 especially provide therefor. This section is self-executing, but

19 legislation may be enacted especially to facilitate its operation.

20 (e) The legislature shall provide methods of publicity of all laws

21 or parts of laws, and amendments to the Constitution referred to the

22 people with arguments for and against the laws and amendments so

23 referred. The secretary of state shall send one copy of the

24 publication to each individual place of residence in the state and

25 shall make such additional distribution as he shall determine necessary

26 to reasonably assure that each voter will have an opportunity to study

27 the measures prior to election.

28 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That the secretary of state shall cause

29 notice of this constitutional amendment to be published at least four

30 times during the four weeks next preceding the election in every legal

31 newspaper in the state.

 E N D ----------
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S E N A T E  B I L L  R E P O R T  

S J R  8 2 0 6

A s  R e p o r t e d  B y  S e n a te  C o m m it t e e  O n :

S ta te  &  L o c a l  G o v e r n m e n t ,  F e b r u a r y  19, 2 0 0 1  

W a y s  &  M e a n s ,  M a r c h  6 , 2 0 0 1

Brief Description: R e q u ir in g  a g e o g r a p h ic  d is t r ib u t io n  o f  in i t ia t iv e  p e t it io n  s ig n a tu re s .

Sponsors: S e n a to r s  H a r g r o v e ,  M c D o n a ld ,  J a c o b s e n ,  L o n g ,  C o s t a ,  R e g a la ,  S n y d e r ,  W in s le y ,  

T .  S h e ld o n ,  G a rd n e r ,  M c C a s l in ,  M o r t o n ,  H a u g e n ,  R a s m u s s e n ,  H o c h s ta t te r ,  H o n e y f o r d ,  O k e  

a n d  M c A u l i f f e .

Brief History:
Committee Activity: S ta te  &  L o c a l  G o v e rn m e n t :  2 /1 /0 1 , 2 /19 /01  [ D P S - W M ,  D N P J .  

W a y s  &  M e a n s :  2 /2 7 /0 1 , 3 /6 /01  [ D P 2 S ,  D N P ] .

SENATE COMMITTEE ON STATE & LOCAL GOVERNMENT

Majority Report: T h a t  S u b s t itu te  S e n a te  J o in t  R e s o lu t io n  N o .  8 2 0 6  b e  s u b s t itu te d  th e re fo r ,  

a n d  th e  s u b s t itu te  j o in t  r e s o lu t io n  d o  p a s s  a n d  b e  r e fe r r e d  to  C o m m it t e e  o n  W a y s  &  M e a n s .

S ig n e d  b y  S e n a to r s  P a t te r s o n , C h a i r ;  G a rd n e r ,  H a le ,  H a u g e n , H o r n ,  M c C a s l in ,  T. 
S h e ld o n  a n d  S w e c k e r .

Minority Report: D o  n o t  p a ss .

S ig n e d  b y  S e n a to r  R o a c h .

Staff: E u g e n e  G re e n  ( 7 8 6 - 7 4 0 5 )

SENATE COMMITTEE ON WAYS & MEANS

Majority Report: T h a t  S e c o n d  S u b s t it u te  S e n a te  J o in t  R e s o lu t io n  N o .  8 2 0 6  b e  s u b s t itu te d  

th e re fo r ,  a n d  th e  s e c o n d  s u b s t itu te  j o in t  r e s o lu t io n  d o  p a s s .

S ig n e d  b y  S e n a to r s  B r o w n ,  C h a i r :  H e w it t ,  H o n e y f o r d ,  L o n g ,  P a r le lt e ,  R a s m u s s e n ,  

R e g a la ,  S h e a h a n ,  S n y d e r ,  W in s le y  a n d  Z a r e l l i .

Minority Report: D o  n o t  p a s s .

S ig n e d  b y  S e n a to r s  C o n s ta n t in e ,  V i c e  C h a i r ;  F a ir le y ,  V ic e ^  C h a ir ;  F ra s e r ,  K l in e ,  

K o h l - W e l le s  a n d  R o s s i .

Staff: S te v e  J o n e s  ( 7 8 6 - 7 4 4 0 )

Background: T h e  C o n s t i t u t io n  o f  W a s h in g t o n  S ta te  v e s ts  le g is la t iv e  a u th o r it y  in  the

L e g is la t u r e ,  b u t  r e s e rv e s  to  th e  p e o p le  th e  p o w e r  to  p ro p o s e ,  e n a c t  o r  r e je c t  b i l l s  in d e p e n d e n t  

o f  th e  L e g is la t u r e .  T h e  f ir s t  p o w e r  re s e rv e d  to  th e  p e o p le  is  th e  in it ia t iv e .  A r t i c le  II, S e c t io n  

1, r e q u ir e s  an  in i t ia t iv e  p e t it io n  to  h a v e  v a l id  s ig n a tu re s  e q u a l to  8 p e rc e n t  o f  th e  v o te s  c a s t
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f o r  th e  o f f ic e  o f  G o v e r n o r  a t th e  la s t  g u b e rn a to r ia l e le c t io n  p r e c e d in g  th e  in i t i a l  f i l i n g  o f  the  

in i t ia t iv e .

T h e  n u m b e r  o f  in i t ia t iv e s  c e r t i f ie d  to  th e  b a l lo t ,  o r  r e c e iv in g  th e  r e q u is it e  n u m b e r  o f  

s ig n a tu re s ,  in  th e  la s t  e ig h t  y e a r s  h a s  m o re  th an  d o u b le d  o v e r  th e  p r e v io u s  tw o  te n -y e a r  

p e r io d s .  T h e  n u m b e r  o f  in i t ia t iv e s  p a s s e d  d u r in g  th e se  p e r io d s  h a s  r e m a in e d  r e la t iv e ly  

u n c h a n g e d .

Summary of Second Substitute Bill: A r t i c le  II, S e c t io n  1 o f  th e  C o n s t i t u t io n  o f  W a s h in g t o n  

S ta te  is  a m e n d e d  s o  th a t a t le a s t  6  o f  th e  c o n g r e s s io n a l d is t r ic t s  e a c h  h a v e  a  n u m b e r  o f  v a l id  

s ig n a tu re s  e q u a l to  a t le a s t  o n e - n in th  o f  th e  r e q u ir e d  s ig n a tu re s .

Second Substitute Bill Compared to Substitute Bill: A  t e c h n ic a l d r a f t in g  e r r o r  is  c o r r e c te d  

a n d  it  e x te n d s  th e  e f f e c t iv e  d a te  f r o m  2003 to  2004.

Substitute Bill Compared to Original Bill: T h e  o r ig in a l  j o in t  r e s o lu t io n  p r o h ib i t s  the  

v a l id a t io n  o f  s ig n a tu re s  f r o m  a n y  c o n g r e s s io n a l d is t r ic t  in  e x c e s s  o f  o n e - s ix th  o f  th e  to ta l 

n u m b e r  o f  s ig n a tu r e s  r e q u ir e d .

Appropriation: N o n e .

Fiscal Note: A v a i la b le .

Effective Date: January 1, 2004.

Testimony For: T h is  w i l l  a s su re  b ro a d  g e o g r a p h ic  s u p p o r t  f o r  th e  s u b m is s io n  o f  an  in i t ia t iv e  

m e a s u re  to  th e  L e g is la t u r e  o r  th e  p e o p le .  T h e  d e la y e d  e f f e c t iv e  d a te  w i l l  r e d u c e  th e  f is c a l  

im p a c t  o f  th e  b i l l  b y  a l lo w in g  a d d it io n a l t im e  f o r  th e  d e v e lo p m e n t  o f  a  s ta te w id e  v o te r  

r e g is t r a t io n  d a ta b a s e .

Testimony Against: ( o r ig in a l b i l l )  P e o p le  s h o u ld  n o t  fe e l t h e ir  s ig n a tu r e  is  "w a s te d ."

Testified: S e n a to r  J im  H a r g r o v e ,  p r im e  s p o n s o r  (p ro ) ;  S te v e  G a n o  (p ro ) ;  T o n y  W e l ls ,  

H u n t e r s  H e r i t a g e  C o u n c i l  (p ro ) ;  A la n  W o r r e l l  (p ro ) ;  C h e r ie  D a v id s o n ,  L e a g u e  o f  W o m e n  

V o t e r s  ( c o n ) ;  J im  K in g ,  C i t i z e n s  f o r  O u t d o o r  R e c r e a t io n  ( c o n ) ;  E d  O w e n s ,  C i t i z e n s  f o r  

R e s p o n s ib le  W i l d l i f e  M a n a g e m e n t ,  S a lm o n  f o r  W a s h in g t o n  (p ro ) ;  D a v id  E l l io t t ,  O f f i c e  o f  

S e c r e t a r y  o f  S ta te ;  L in d a  J o h n s o n ,  W A  F a rm  B u r e a u  (p ro ) .
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H i s t o r y  o f  S JR 8206

SJR8206 Requiring a geographic distribution of initiative petition 
signatures.

Sponsors: Senators Hargrove; McDonald; Jacobsen; Long; Costa; Regala;
Snyder; Winsley; T. Sheldon; Gardner; McCaslin; Morton; Haugen; 
Rasmussen; Hochstatter; Honeyford; Oke; McAuliffe

Companion Bill(s): HJR4207

Jan
Feb

Mar

Mar

Mar
Mar

Mar
Mar
Apr

-- 2001 REGULAR SESSION -- 
17 First reading, referred to State & Local Government.
20 SLG - Majority; 1st substitute bill be substituted, do pass.

And refer to Ways & Means.
Minority; do not pass.
Referred to Ways & Means.

7 WM - Majority; 2nd substitute bill be substituted, do pass.
Minority; do not pass.
Passed to Rules Committee for second reading.
Made eligible to be placed on second reading.
Placed on second reading by Rules Committee.
2nd substitute bill substituted.
Rules suspended. Placed on Third Reading.
Third reading, passed: yeas, 34; nays, 15; absent, 0.

-- I N  THE HOUSE —
15 Held on first re. ding. —
22 First reading, re. erred to State Government.
22 By resolution, returned to Senate Rules Committee for third reading.

-- 2001 1ST SPECIAL SESSION -- 
-- I N  THE SENATE -- 

reintroduced and retained in present status.
-- 2002 REGULAR SESSION -- 

reintroduced and retained in present status.
16 On motion, referred to Ways & Means.

8

9
13

Apr 25 By

Jan 14 By
Jan 16 On

By resolution,

1 of I 1/26/2002 11:25 AM
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STATUS OF A C TIVE  PETITIO NS 
2002  ELECTION

Initiative Initiative (Description)

Application
Certified
Date

Petition
Booklets
Rec'd

Petition 
Booklets 
filed Date

# of 
Signatures 
submitted

# of Qualified 
Signatures

# of 
Signatures 
Needed

Initiative
Certified
Date

Primary/
General

Approx. 
No. of 

Signatures 
Per Month

01GSLN All-Alaskan Gasline 3/4/2001 9/12/2001 1/11/2002 42,000+ In the process 28,782 G 10,500
01MNWG Minimum Wage 3/12/2001 4/5/2001 11/29/2001 49,482 30,745 28,782 1/3/2002 G 6185
01CHGE Legislative Session Move 7/23/2001 7/31/2001 1/10/2002 40,000 In the process 28,782 G 6666
99PRVT Amending Election Process 10/23/1999 10/28/1999 10/26/2000 30,000 22,841 22,715 12/21/2000 P 2500
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S-1867.1 _________________ ____________________________

SECOND SUBSTITUTE SENATE JOINT RESOLUTION 8206

State of Washington 57th Legislature 2001 Regular Session

By Senate Committee on Ways & Means (originally sponsored by Senators 
Hargrove, McDonald, Jacobsen, Long, Costa, Regala, Snyder, Winsley,
T. Sheldon, Gardner, McCaslin, Morton, Haugen, Rasmussen, Hochstatter, 
Honeyford, Oke and McAuliffe)

READ FIRST TIME 03/08/01.
BE IT RESOLVED, BY THE SENATE AND HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE 

STATE OF WASHINGTON, IN LEGISLATIVE SESSION ASSEMBLED:
THAT, At the next general election to be held in this state the 

secretary of state shall submit to the qualified voters of the state 
for their approval and ratification, or rejection, an amendment to 
Article II, section 1 of the Constitution of the state of Washington to 
read as follows:

Article II, section 1. The legislative authority of the state of 
Washington shall be vested in the legislature, consisting of a senate 
and house of representatives, which shall be called the legislature of 
the state of Washington, but the people reserve to themselves the power 
to propose bills, laws, and to enact or reject the same at the polls, 
independent of the legislature, and also reserve power, at their own 
option, to approve or reject at the polls any act, item, section, or 
part of any bill, act, or law passed by the legislature.

(a) Initiative: The first power reserved by the people is the
initiative. Every such petition shall include the full text of the 
measure so proposed. In the case of initiatives to the legislature and 
initiatives to the people, the number of valid signatures of legal 
voters required shall be equal to eight percent of the votes cast for 
the office of governor at the last gubernatorial election preceding the 
initial filing of the text of the initiative measure with the secretary 
of state. {+ After January 1, 2004, petition signatures must be’ 
distributed among the congressional districts of the state so that at 
least six of the congressional districts each have a number of valid 
signatures of legal voters equal to at least one-ninth of the number of 
signatures required to qualify the initiative for the ballot. +}

Initiative petitions shall be filed with the secretary of state not 
less than four months before the election at which they are to be voted 
upon, or not less than ten days before any regular session of the 
legislature. If filed at least four months before the election at 
which they are to be voted upon, he shall submit the same to the vote 
of the people at the Baid election. If such petitions are filed not 
less than ten days before any regular session of the legislature, he 
shall certify the results within forty days of the filing. If 
certification is not complete by the date that the legislature 
convenes, he shall provisionally certify the measure pending final 
certification cf the measure. Such initiative measures, whether 
certified or provisionally certified, shall take precedence over all 
other measures in the legislature except appropriation bills and shall 
be either enacted or rejected without change or amendment by the

1 o f  3 4/28/2001 6:35
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legislature before the end of such regular session. If any such 
initiative measures shall be enacted by the legislature it shall be 
subject to the referendum petition, or it may be enacted and referred 
by the legislature to the people for approval or rejection at the next
regular election. If it is rejected or if no action is taken upon it
by the legislature before the end of such reguiBession, the 
secretary of state shall submit it to the people for approval or
rejection at the next ensuing regular general election. The
legislature may reject any measure so proposed by initiative petition 
and propose a different one dealing with the same subject, and in such 
event both measures shall be submitted by the secretary of state to the 
people for approval or rejection at the next ensuing regular general 
election. When conflicting measures are submitted to the people the 
ballots shall be so printed that a voter can express separately by 
making one cross (X) for each, two preferences, first, as between 
either measure and neither, and secondly, as between one and the other. 
If the majority of those voting on the first issue is for neither, both 
fail, but in that case the votes on the second issue shall nevertheless 
be carefully counted and made public. If a majority voting on the 
first issue is for either, then the measure receiving a majority of the 
votes on the second issue shall be law.

(b) Referendum. The second power reserved by the people is the 
referendum, and it may be ordered on any act, bill, law, or any part 
thereof passed by the legislature, except such laws as may be necessary 
for the immediate preservation of the public peace, health or safety, 
support of the state govemmerf and its existing public institutions, 
either by petition signed by the required percentage of the legal 
voters, or by the legislature as other bills are enacted: Provided, 
That the legislature may not order a referendum on any initiative 
measure enacted by the legislature under the foregoing subsection (a). 
The number of valid signatures of registered voters required on a 
petition for referendum of an act of the legislature or any part 
thereof, shall be equal to or exceeding four percent of the votes case 
for the office of governor at the last gubernatorial election preceding 
the filing of the text of the referendum measure with the secretary of 
state.

(c) No act, law, or bill subject to referendum shall take effect 
until ninety days after the adjournment of the session at which it was 
enacted. No act, law, or bill approved by a majority of the electors 
voting thereon shall be amended or repealed by the legislature within 
a period of two years following such enactment: Provided, That any 
such act, law, or bill may be amended within two years after such 
enactment at any regular or special session of the legislature by a 
vote of two-thirdB of all the members elected to each house with full 
compliance with section 12, Article III, of the Washington 
Constitution, and no amendatory law adopted in accordance with this 
provision shall be subject to referendum. But such enactment may be 
amended or repealed at any general regular or special election by 
direct vote of the people thereon.

(d) The filing of a referendum petition against one or more items, 
sections, or parts of any act, law, or bill shall not delay the 
remainder of the measure from becoming operative. Referendum petitions 
against measures passed by the legislature shall be filed with the 
secretary of state not later than ninety days after the final 
adjournment of the session of the legislature which passed the measure

4/28/2001 6:35



8206-s2 03U82001.txt n n p : / /8 c a r e n .le g .w a .g o v / p u u icA ib taav i. v . . .—n u « iK x i ic i i t - i» c * .y v - ^ io u / io -n /o c j^ - « c w v —r w v i

on which the referendum is demanded. The veto power of the governor 
shall not extend to measures initiated by or referred to the people.
All elections on measures referred to the people of the state shall be 
had at the next succeeding regular general election following the 
filing of the measure with the secretary of state, except when the 
legislature shall order a special election. Any measure initiated by 
the people or referred to the people as herein provided shall take 
effect and become the law if it is approved by a majority of the votes 
cast thereon: Provided, That the vote cast upon such question or
measure shall equal one-third of the total votes cast at such election 
and not otherwise. Such measure shall be in operation on and after the 
thirtieth day after the election at which it is approved. The style of 
all bills proposed by initiative petition shall be: "Be it enacted by
the people of the State of Washington." This section shall not be 
construed to deprive any member of the legislature of the right to 
introduce any measure. All such petitions shall be filed with the 
secretary of state, who shall be guided by the general laws in 
submitting the same to the people until additional legislation shall 
especially provide therefor. This section is self-executing, but 
legislation may be enacted especially to facilitate its operation.

(e) The legislature shall provide methods of publicity of all laws 
or parts of laws, and amendments to the Constitution referred to the 
people with arguments for and against the laws and amendments so 
referred. The secretary of state shall send one copy of the 
publication to each individual place of residence in the state and 
shall make such additional distribution as he shall determine necessary 
to reasonably assure that each voter will have an opportunity to study 
the measures prior to election.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That the secretary of state shall cause 
notice of this constitutional amendment to be published at least four 
times during the four weeks next preceding the election in every legal 
newspaper in the state.

 E N D --
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WASHINGTON STATE LEGISLATURE 

History of SJR8206

SJR82Q6 Requiring a geographic distribution of initiative petition 
signatures.

Sponsors: Senators Hargrove; McDonald; Jacobsen; Long; Costa; Regal
Snyder; Winsley; T. Sheldon; Gardner; McCaslin; Morton; I 
Rasmussen; Hochstatter; Honeyford; Oke; McAuliffe

Companion Bill(s): HJR4207

-- 2001 REGULAR SESSION -- 
First reading, referred to State & Local Government.
SLG - Majority; 1st substitute bill be substituted, do pass.
And refer to Ways & Means.
Minority; do not pass.
Referred to Ways & Means.
WM - Majority; 2nd substitute bill be substituted, do pass. 
Minority; do not pass.
Passed to Rules Committee for second reading.
Made eligible to be placed on second reading.
Placed on second reading by Rules Committee.
2 nd substitute bill substituted.
Rules suspended. Placed on Third Reading.
Third reading, passed: yeas, 34; nays, 15; absent, 0.

--IN THE HOUSE -- 
referred to State Government.
returned to Senate Rules Committee for third readii 

-- 2001 1ST SPECIAL SESSION -- 
--IN THE SENATE -- 

Apr 25 By resolution, reintroduced and retained in present status.

Jan 17 
Feb 20

Mar 7

Mar 8

Mar 9 
Mar 13

Mar 22 
Apr 22

First reading, 
By resolution,
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W Y O M I N G  S E C R E T A R Y O F  S T A T E

Diret'hirv l-ludions Notaries liu k s tkcurilivi

I n i t i a t i v e  P r o c e s s

This document is intended as a guide for those considering filing an initiative application. It is highly 
recommended that before beginning the initiative process that the applicants consult the Wyoming 
Constitution and the Election Code of the Wyoming State Statutes. Copies of both documents are 
available from the Secretary of State's Office ($3.00 for the Election Code find for the Wyoming 
Constitution)

Governance
Wyoming Constitution Article 3 Section 52 Various Wyoming State statutes particularly W.S. 22-24-101 
through 22-24-125

Requirements
The initiative must be in bill form ( W S. 8-1-101 through 8-1-108). The bill must be on legal size paper, 
attached to the application form. The entire subject of the bill must be included in the title. The enacting 
clause must read: "Be it enacted by the people of the state of Wyoming". The bill must have an effective 
date. The application must be filed with the Secretary of State. A fee of $500 must accompany the 
application.

Restrictions
The bill may not contain more than one subject. The bill may not dedicate revenues. The bill may not 
make or repeal appropriations. The bill may not create courts, define the jurisdiction of courts or 
prescribe their rules. The bill may not enact local or special legislation. The bill may not enact anything 
that is prohibited by the constitution. The bill may not be substantially the same as that defeated by an 
initiative election within the previous five years.

Committee
There must be a committee of three people who will be the main sponsors of the initiative. These 
committee members will be the contact people for the initiative, may be served with legal notices and will 
be responsible for statutory fees and costs.

Certification for Circulation
After the application is filed, the Secretary of State will hold a conference with the sponsors to discuss;
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problems with the format or contents; fiscal impact to the state; and the initiative amendment process. 
The sponsors may then amend the initiative language. If the proposed bill will not be amended the 
committee of sponsors shall submit the names, signatures, addresses and the date o f signing of one 
hundred (100) qualified electors to act as sponsors supporting the application in its final form to the 
Secretary of State. If the application meets all constitutional and statutory requirements, the Secretary of 
State v/ill certify the application as filed. If the application is denied, the Secretary of State will notify the 
committee in writing of the grounds for denial. Denial of certification is subject to judicial review if any 
aggrieved person files an application within 30 days of the notification.

Petitions
The Secretary of State will develop the petition form which is the only form that may be circulated. The 
Secretary of State shall print and number the petitions for distribution, but the cost of petition preparation 
is the responsibility of the sponsors.

Circulation
Sponsors have 18 months from the initial date the petitions are delivered to the sponsor to file the 
petitions for verification. Petitions are to be circulated throughout the state only by a sponsor and only in 
person. The committee may designate additional sponsors by giving written notice to the Secretary of 
State of those names and addresses. Sponsors will be required to submit an affidavit upon submission of 
each petition he/she circulated. ’Sponsors must submit at least 26,760 registered voter signatures) 
representing fifteen percent (15%) o f those resident in at least two-thirds of Wyoming counties* Failure of 
a petition to qualify as of the filing date voids the future use of all signatures.

Circulators may not be paid based upon the number of s’gnatures gathered nor shall a circulator pay or 
offer to pay any compensation to another person for that person's signature. Any person who signs a 
name other than his own or who knowingly signs his name more than once or who signs knowing that he 
is not a qualified registered voter or who makes a false affidavit or verification, upon conviction can be 
fined up to $1000 or imprisoned up to one year, or both.

Certification for the Ballot
Within 60 days after the filing of the petition, the Secretary of State will notify the committee of whether 
or not enough valid signatures had been obtained. If so, the Secretary of State will prepare a proposition 
and ballot title summarizing the proposed law. The proposition will then be voted on in the first statewide 
election held more than 120 days after adjournment of the legislative session. If, before the election, 
substantially the same measure has been enacted the petition is void

Enactment
The measure is enacted if it receives approval of more than 50% of those voting in the general election. 
Election results are certified by the State Canvasing Board. An initiated law becomes effective 90 days 
after certification, is not subject to veto, and may not be repealed by the legislature within two years of its 
effective date. It may be amended at any time.

Rev. 3/99

Return to Election Administration Main Menu

2 o f  3 4/24/2001 5:47





tutp.. ■ .̂aunw. v>y.u.vtiv.ciiun limit, i

W Y O M I N G  S E C R E T A R Y  O F  S T A T E

S O S  H o m e  C o n w m Uons D i r g- ii'ry H c c t icm a  N o ia r ic a  H l l l a  S c t u n lm

I n i t i a t i v e s  a n d  R e f e r e n d u m s  

S u m m a r y  S h e e t

T h e  p e o p le  o f  t h e  S ta t e  o f  W y o m in g  h a v e  h a d  th e  p r i v i l e g e  o f  p r o p o s in g  a n d  e n a c t in g  la w s  b y  th e  

in i t i a t iv e ,  o r  r e je c t in g  a c ts  o f  t h e  le g is la t u r e  b y  t h e  r e f e r e n d u m ,  s in c e  D e c e m b e r  1 9 6 8 .

T h e  f i r s t  a m e n d m e n t s  t o  th e  in i t i a t i v e  a n d  r e f e r e n d u m  la w  w e r e  m a d e  b y  th e  1 9 8 5  W y o m in g  L e g is la t u r e .  

A n  1 8 -m o n th  c i r c u la t io n  p e r io d  w a s  e s t a b l is h e d ,  a n d  th e  d e f in i t io n  o f  a  p o l i t i c a l  a c t io n  c o m m it t e e  w a s  

a m e n d e d  t o  in c lu d e  a n y  g r o u p  o r g a n iz e d  f o r  t h e  s u p p o r t  o r  d e fe a t  o f  a n y  in i t i a t i v e  o r  r e f e r e n d u m  p e t i t i o n  

d r iv e .

L i s t e d  b e lo w  a re  a l l  t h e  p a s t  in i t ia t iv e s / r e f e r e n d u m s  f i le d  in  W y o m in g .

1. D e c la r in g  g a m b l in g  t o  b e  la w f u l .  F i l e d  M a y  8 , 1 9 7 0 .  P r in c ip a l  s p o n s o r :  H a r r y  P o u lo s ,  6 9 0 2  B o m a r  

D r iv e ,  C h e y e n n e ,  W Y  8 2 0 0 9 .

2 . D i s c lo s in g  p r iv a t e  in te r e s t s  b y  c e r t a in  p u b l i c  o f f ic ia l s ;  r e q u i r in g  s u c h  d is c lo s u r e  a n d  p r o v id in g  

p e n a l t ie s  f o r  f a i lu r e  t o  d is c lo s e  a n d  f o r  f a ls e  d is c lo s u r e .  F i l e d  J u ly  9 , 1 9 7 3 . P r in c ip a l  s p o n s o r :  

R o d g e r  M c D a n ie l ,  P .O .  B o x  1 7 0 7 ,  C h e y e n n e ,  W Y  8 2 0 0 3 .

3. R e la t in g  t o  p r iv a t e  o w n e r s h ip  o r  p o s s e s s io n  o f  b ig  a n d  t r o p h y  g a m e  a n im a ls  a n d  im p o r t a t io n  o f  

s a m e  in t o  W y o m in g .  F i l e d  S e p t e m b e r  1 9 ,1 9 7 3 .  P r in c ip a l  s p o n s o r :  D i c k  S a d le r ,  2 6 2 6  B o n n ie  B r a e ,  

C a s p e r ,  W Y  8 2 6 0 1 .

4 . P r o v id in g  f o r  a  c o n s t i t u t io n a l  a m e n d m e n t  o n  t h e  G e n e r a l  E le c t io n  b a l lo t  t o  c r e a te  th e  o f f i c e  o f  L t .  

G o v e r n o r .  F i l e d  M a y  1 4 ,1 9 7 6 .  P r in c ip a l  s p o n s o r :  J o h n  J a c o b s ,  P .O .  B o x  9 8 ,  G i l l e t t e ,  W Y  8 2 7 1 6 .* *

5 . I m p o s in g  a  2 3 %  s e v e r a n c e  ta x  o n  t h e  v a lu e  o f  c o a l  p r o d u c e d  b y  o p e n  m in in g .  F i l e d  N o v e m b e r  2 3 ,  

1 9 7 6 . P r in c ip a l  s p o n s o r :  D o n a ld  S h a n o r ,  5 0 0 1  S a g e b ru s h ,  C h e y e n n e ,  W Y  8 2 0 0 1 ,

6 . A u t h o r i z in g  th e  is s u a n c e  o f  m a lt  b e v e r a g e  a n d  w in e  p e r m it s  b y  c i t ie s  a n d  c o u n t ie s  t o  r e s ta u ra n ts .  

F i l e d  A u g u s t  3 1 , 1 9 7 8 .  P r in c ip a l  s p o n s o r :  B o b  H u lb u r t ,  1 6 2  N .  B e e c h ,  C a s p e r ,  W Y  8 2 6 0 1 .

7 . I m p o s in g  a n  a d d i t io n a l  5 %  s e v e r a n c e  t a x  o n  th e  v a lu e  o f  c o a l  p r o d u c e d .  F i l e d  S e p t e m b e r  2 2 ,  1 9 7 8 . 

P r in c ip a l  s p o n s o r :  B o b  B u r n e t t ,  P .O .  B o x  1 1 2 3 ,  L a r a m ie ,  W Y  8 2 0 7 0 .
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8. P r e s e r v in g  m in im u m  in - s t r e a m  f lo w s .  F i l e d  O c t o b e r  2 0 , 1 9 8 0 .  P r in c ip a l  s p o n s o r :  D r .  C h a r le s  

S te b n e r .  P e t i t i o n s  f i l e d  D e c e m b e r  1 1 , 1 9 8 1 .  V e r i f i c a t i o n  c o m p le t e d  J a n u a r y  2 6 ,  1 9 8 2  a n d  th e  

S e c r e t a r y  o f  S ta t e  n o t i f i e d  th e  s p o n s o r s  th a t  th e  i n i t i a t i v e  f e l l  1 ,2 6 6  s ig n a tu r e s  s h o r t  o f  th e  2 7 ,1 5 4  

n e e d e d .

« In  F e b r u a iy  1 9 8 2  th e  I n - S t r e a m  F l o w  C o m m i t t e e  f i le d  a n  a c t io n  f o r  r e v ie w  o f  t h e  S e c r e t a iy  o f  

S ta te 's  d e t e r m in a t io n .  O n  M a y  1 0 , 1 9 8 2  t h e  a c t io n  w a s  h e a r d  in  D i s t r i c t  C o u r t .  T h e  d e c is io n  

h a n d e d  d o w n  b y  J u d g e  A l a n  J o h n s o n  o n  A u g u s t  1 2 , 1 9 8 2  r e v e r s e d  th e  le t t e r  d e c is io n  o f  th e  

S e c r e t a r y  o f  S ta te .

9. R e p la c e m e n t  o f  e x p o r t e d  g r o u n d w a te r .  F i l e d  J u n e  2 2 ,  1 9 8 1 . P r in c ip a l  s p o n s o r :  W in s lo w  T a y lo r ,

P .O .  B o x  3 9 ,  S t o r y ,  W Y  8 2 8 4 2 .

10. D e p o s i t s  in  c r e d i t  u n io n s .  F i l e d  M a r c h  3 , 1 9 8 2 . P r in c ip a l  s p o n s o r :  R o s h a r a  J. I - Io lu b , W y o m in g  

C r e d i t  U n io n  L e a g u e ,  I n c . ,  8 6 4  S p r u c e  S t ,  C a s p e r ,  W Y  8 2 6 0 1 .

11. C o n s t i t u t io n a l  A m e n d m e n t  -  A r t i c l e  3 , S e c t io n  5 2 ( c )  a n d  ( 0  o n  in i t i a t iv e .  F i l e d  J u n e  16 , 1 9 8 2 . 

P r in c ip a l  s p o n s o r :  S w e e tw a t e r  C o u n t y  R e p .  J a m e s  R o t h ,  P .O .  B o x  4 3 2 ,  G r e e n  R iv e r ,  W Y  8 2 9 3 5 .  

A m e n d in g  c o n s t i t u t io n a l  p r o v is i o n  o n  in i t i a t i v e  p r o c e s s  a n d  lo w e r in g  s ig n a tu r e  r e q u ir e m e n t  f o r  

p la c e m e n t  o f  a n  in i t i a t i v e  o n  t h e  g e n e r a l e le c t io n  b a l lo t  f r o m  1 5 %  to  1 0 % .* *

12 . I n s t r e a m  D o w s  a s  a  b e n e f ic ia l  u s e  o f  w a t e r  u n d e r  W y o m in ,  la w .  F i l e d  M a y  2 3 , 1 9 8 2 .  P r in c ip a l  

S p o n s o r :  T o m  D o u g h e r t y ,  W y o m in g  C i t i z e n s  f o r  C o m m it t e e  f o r  I n s t r e a m  F l o w ,  P .O .  B o x  1 5 7 3 2 ,  

C h e y e n n e ,  W Y  8 2 0 0 3 .  I n i t ia l  v e r i f i c a t io n  b y  S e c r e t a r y  o f  S ta t e  c o m p le t e d  J a n u a r y  6 , 1 9 8 4 .

I n i t ia t iv e  f e l l  s h o r t  o f  th e  2 5 ,8 1 0  r e q u ir e d  s ig n a tu r e s .  B e c a u s e  o f  a  F e b r u a r y  1 9 8 4  r u l in g  b y  th e  

A t t o r n e y  G e n e r a l ,  4 ,3 7 0  a d d i t io n a l  s ig n a tu r e s  w e r e  s u b m it t e d  o n  N o v e m b e r  5 , 1 9 8 4 . T h e  W y o m in g  

C i t i z e n s  C o m m it t e e  f o r  I n s lr e a m  F l o w  w a s  n o t i f i e d  o n  N o v e m b e r  1 3 , 1 9 8 4  th a t  t h e  in i t i a t i v e  

p e t i t io n  h a d  b e e n  p r o p e r l y  f i l e d  a n d  q u a l i f ie d  f o r  b a l lo t  p la c e m e n t  in  t h e  1 9 8 6  G e n e r a l  E le c t io n .  

H o w e v e r ,  t h is  in i t i a t i v e  d id  n o t  a p p e a r  o n  t h e  1 9 8 6  G e n e r a l  E le c t io n  b a l lo t  a s  le g is la t io n  p a s s e d  in  

1 9 8 5  w a s  d e t e r m in e d  t o  b e  s u b s t a n t ia l l y  t h e  s a m e .

13. W a t e r  s to r a g e  f o r  in s t r e a m  f lo w s .  F i l e d  A u g u s t  2 2 , 1 9 8 3 .  P r in c ip a l  s p o n s o r :  G i l b e r t  E n g e n ,

W y o m in g  C i t i z e n s  f o r  W y o m in g  W a te r ,  P .O .  B o x  1 3 4 8 ,  L a r a m ie ,  W Y  8 2 0 7 0 .  F a i l e d  t o  f i l e  p e t i t i o n  

b y  th e  D e c e m b e r  1 6 , 1 9 8 3  d e a d l in e  f o r  p la c e m e n t  o n  t h e  1 9 8 4  G e n e r a l  E le c t io n  B a l lo t .  T h e  

C o m m i t t e e  c o n t in u e d  t o  g a th e r  s ig n a tu r e s  f o r  t h e  1 9 8 6  G e n e r a l  E l e c t i o n  b a l lo t .  H o w e v e r ,  f a i le d  t o  

f i l e  t h e  r e q u is i t e  n u m b e r  o f  s ig n a tu r e s  b y  F e b r u a r y  1 7 , 1 9 8 6 ,  t h e  f ir s t  d a y  o f  t h e  le g is la t u r e .  (N o te :

A n  A t t o r n e y  G e n e r a l 's  o p in io n  is s u e d  J a n u a r y  1 0 , 1 9 8 6  s ta te d  a n  in i t i a t i v e  p e t i t i o n  n e e d  n o t  b e  

v e r i f ie d  6 0  d a y s  p r i o r  t o  a  le g is l a t iv e  s e s s io n  b u t  r a th e r ,  t h e  i n i t i a t i v e  p e t i t i o n  m u s t  o n l y  b e  

d e p o s it e d  p r i o r  to  t h e  c o n v e n in g  o f  t h e  le g is l a t iv e  s e s s io n .

14 . E le c t io n  o f  P u b l i c  S e r v i c e  C o m m is s io n  M e m b e r s .  F i l e d  J u l y  1 1 , 1 9 8 5 . P r in c ip a l  S p o n s o r :  F r e m o n t  

C o u n t y  S e n . J o h n  P . V i n i c h ,  P .O .  B o x  6 7 ,  H u d s o n ,  W Y  8 2 5 1 5 .  T h e  1 8 -m o n th  c i r c u la t io n  p e r io d  

e s t a b l is h e d  b y  t h e  1 9 8 5  le g is la t u r e  e x p ir e d  J a n u a r y  1 1 , 1 9 8 7 .

15. L i n k  D e p o s i t  P r o g r a m .  F i l e d  J u l y  1 5 , 1 9 8 8 .  P r in c ip a l  s p o n s o r :  R u s s  D o n le y ,  1 1 2 0  I v y  L a n e ,  C a s p e r ,  

W Y  8 2 6 0 7 .  T h e  1 8 -m o n th  c i r c u la t io n  p e r io d  e x p i r e d  w i t h  t h e  s p o n s o r s  f i l i n g  2 6 7  v e r i f ie d  

s ig n a tu re s .  1 9 9 0  G e n e r a l  e le c t io n  b a l lo t  p la c e m e n t  r e q u i r e d  2 7 ,9 6 2  s ig n a tu re s .

16 . L o c a l  O p t io n  G a m b l in g .  F i l e d  J u l y  1 5 , 1 9 8 9 .  P r in c ip a l  s p o n s o r :  M a r y  A l l i s o n ,  P .O .  B o x  7 7 5 ,

D u b o is ,  W Y  8 2 5 1 3 .  T h e  1 8 - m o n t h  c i r c u la t io n  p e r io d  e x p i r e d  w i t h  t h e  s p o n s o r s  s u b m it t in g  1 1 ,7 8 7
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17. P r o h ib i t i n g  t r ip le  t r a i le r s .  F i l e d  A u g u s t  2 7 , 1 9 9 0 .  P r in c ip a l  s p o n s o r :  J o h n  R o g e r s ,  2 9 0 9  C a p i t o l  

A v e n u e ,  C h e y e n n e ,  W Y  8 2 0 0 1 .  T h e  s p o n s o r s  w e r e  n o t i f i e d  J a n u a iy  4 , 1 9 9 1  th a t  th e  S e c r e t a iy  o f  

S ta te  h a d  v e r i f ie d  2 7 ,9 6 2  s ig n a tu re s .  T h e  in i t i a t iv e  a p p e a r e d  o n  t h e  1 9 9 2  g e n e r a l e le c t io n  b a l lo t  a n d  

w a s  p a s s e d :  Y e s  v o t e s  -  1 6 5 ,8 7 9 ;  N o  v o te s  -  3 1 ,9 9 7 .

18. T e r m  L im it a t io n s .  F i l e d  S e p t e m b e r  1 3 ,1 9 9 1 .  P r in c ip a l  s p o n s o r :  D a v e  D a w s o n ,  3 5 1 8  P a r t r id g e ,  

C a s p e r ,  W Y  8 2 6 0 4 .  T h e  s p o n s o r s  w e r e  n o t i f i e d  F e b r u a r y  4 , 1 9 9 2  th a t  th e  S e c r e t a iy  o f  S ta t e  h a d  

v e r i f ie d  2 4 ,6 4 6  s ig n a tu re s .  T h e  in i t i a t iv e  a p p e a re d  o n  th e  1 9 9 2  g e n e r a l e le c t io n  b a l lo t  a r id  w a s  

p a s se d : Y e s  v o te s  -  1 5 0 ,1 1 3 ;  N o  v o te s  -  4 4 ,4 2 4 .

19. R a i lw a y  S a fe ty .  F i l e d  O c t o b e r  3 1 ,  1 9 9 1 . P r in c ip a l  s p o n s o r :  T o m  J o n e s ,  2 1 5  L a k e s h o r e  D r iv e ,  

C h e y e n n e ,  W Y  8 2 0 0 9 .  T h e  s p o n s o r s  w e r e  n o t i f i e d  F e b r u a r y  1 4 , 1 9 9 2  th a t  t h e  S e c r e t a r y  o f  S ta t e  h a d  

v e r i f ie d  2 4 ,6 4 6  s ig n a tu re s .  T h e  in i t i a t iv e  a p p e a re d  o n  th e  1 9 9 2  g e n e r a l e le c t io n  b a l lo t  a n d  w a s  

p a s s e d :  Y e s  v o t e s  -  1 3 0 ,8 0 3 ;  N o  v o t e s  -  5 2 ,8 3 5 .

2 0 . A b o r t io n  R e s t r ic t io n s .  F i l e d  A u g u s t  8 , 1 9 9 1 .  C o o r d in a t o r :  R ic h a r d  G r o u t ,  4 9 5 0  A n t e lo p e  D r iv e ,  B a r  

N u n n ,  W Y  8 2 8 0 1 .  T h e  s p o n s o r s  w e r e  n o t i f i e d  o n  D e c e m b e r  8 , 1 9 9 2  th a t  t h e  S e c r e t a r y  o f  S t a t e  h a d  

v e r i f ie d  2 4 ,6 4 6  s ig n a tu re s .  T h e  in i t i a t iv e  w i l l  a p p e a r  o n  t h e  1 9 9 4  b a l lo t .  T h e  in i t i a t i v e  w a s  d e fe a te d :  

Y e s  v o t e s  - 7 8 ,9 7 8 ;  N o  v o t e s  -  1 1 8 ,7 6 0 .  T o t a l  v o t e s  c a s t  w e r e  2 0 4 ,0 2 5 .

2 1 . L o c a l  O p t io n  G a m b l in g .  F i l e d  O c t o b e r  3 0 , 1 9 9 1 .  P r in c ip a l  s p o n s o r :  L e o  M c C u e ,  4  C o r t h e l l ,  

L a r a m ie ,  W Y  8 2 0 7 0 .  T h e  s p o n s o r s  w e r e  n o t i f i e d  A p r i l  1 9 , 1 9 9 3  th a t  t h e  S e c r e t a r y  o f  S ta t e  h a d  

v e r i f ie d  2 4 ,6 4 6  s ig n a tu r e s  a n d  A p r i l  2 3 , 1 9 9 3  th a t  t h e  S e c r e t a r y  o f  S ta t e  h a d  v e r i f ie d  3 0 ,5 4 0  

s ig n a tu re s .  T h e  in i t i a t i v e  a p p e a re d  o n  th e  1 9 9 4  g e n e r a l e le c t io n  b a l lo t .  T h e  in i t i a t i v e  w a s  d e fe a te d :  

Y e s  v o t e s  -  6 1 ,9 8 0 ;  N o  v o t e s  -  1 3 7 ,3 7 9 .  T o t a l  v o t e s  c a s t  w e r e  2 0 4 ,0 2 5 .

2 2 . I n v e s t  in  W y o m in g .  F i l e d  M a y  1 7 ,1 9 9 3 .  P r in c ip a l  s p o n s o r :  R u s s  D o n le y ,  1 1 2 0  I v y  L a n e ,  C a s p e r ,  

W Y  8 2 6 0 7 .  3 0 ,5 4 0  s ig n a tu r e s  o f  r e g is t e r e d  v o t e r s  n e e d e d  f o r  b a l lo t  a c c e s s .  T h i s  p e t i t i o n  r e a c h e d  

th e  a p p r o p r ia t e  n u m b e r  o f  s ig n a tu r e s  a n d  a p p e a re d  o n  th e  1 9 9 4  b a l lo t .  T h e  in i t i a t i v e  w a s  d e fe a te d :  

Y e s  v o te s  - 7 5 ,5 4 7 ;  N o  v o t e s  -  1 1 4 ,2 7 3 .  T o t a l  v o t e s  c a s t  w e r e  2 0 4 ,0 2 5 .

2 3 . L e g i s la t iv e  A c c o u n t a b i l i t y .  F i l e d  A u g u s t  1 9 , 1 9 9 3 .  P r in c ip a l  s p o n s o r :  B e t t y  J o  B e a r d s le y ,  8 1 4  

H i l l c r e s t  R o a d ,  C h e y e n n e ,  W Y  8 2 0 0 1 .  3 0 ,5 4 0  s ig n a tu r e s  n e e d e d  f o r  b a l lo t  a c c e s s .  T h e  in i t i a t i v e  

f a i le d  t o  g a th e r  e n o u g h  s ig n a tu r e s  to  q u a l i f y .

2 4 . T e r m  L im i t s .  A n  a p p l ic a t io n  f o r  a  r e f e r e n d u m  to  r e p e a l S e n a te  E n r o l l e d  A c t  4  w a s  c e r t i f i e d  M a r c h  

1 4 ,1 9 9 5 .  P r in c ip a l  S p o n s o r :  M r .  J a c k  A d s i t ,  7 3  M e t z  R o a d ,  S h e r id a n ,  W Y  8 2 8 0 1 .  3 0 ,6 0 4  

s ig n a tu r e s  w e r e  n e e d e d  t o  m a k e  th e  1 9 9 6  b a l lo t .  T h e  n e e d e d  s ig n a tu r e s  w e r e  g a th e r e d  a n d  f i l e d  b y  

t h e  d e a d lin e .  T h e  q u e s t io n  a p p e a re d  o n  t h e  1 9 9 6  b a l lo t ,  b u t  fa i le d :  Y e s  v o t e s  - 1 0 4 ,5 4 4 ;  N o  v o t e s  - 

9 0 ,1 3 8 .

0 * In  o r d e r  t o  p a s s  a  c o n s t i t u t io n a l  a m e n d m e n t ,  in i t i a t i v e  o r  r e f e r e n d u m  i t  m u s t  r e c e iv e  a  

m a jo r i t y  o f  th e  to t a l v o t e s  c a s t  in  th e  e le c t io n .  T h e  t o t a l v o t e s  c a s t  w a s  2 1 5 ,8 4 4 .  T h e r e f o r e ,  

th e  m a jo r i t y  n e e d e d  w a s  1 0 7 ,9 2 3 .

2 5 . T e r m  L im i t s .  A n  a p p l ic a t io n  f o r  a n  in i t i a t i v e  w a s  c e r t i f ie d .  T h i s  in i t i a t i v e  w a s  t o  r e q u ir e  c a n d id a t e s  

f o r  a  le g is la t iv e  o f f i c e  t o  h a v e  a  s ta te m e n t  n e x t  t o  t h e i r  n a m e  o n  th e  b a l lo t  in d ic a t i n g  t h e i r  s u p p o r t  o f  

c o n g r e s s io n a l  t e rm  l im i t s  b y  p a s t  v o t e s  o r  a  s ig n e d  p le d g e .  I t  a ls o  w o u ld  in s t r u c t  t h e  le g is la t o r s  to

signatures. 1990 or 1992 general election  ballot p lacem ent required 2 7 ,9 6 2  signatures.
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c a l l  f o r  a  f e d e r a l c o n s t i t u t io n a l  c o n v e n t io n .  3 0 ,6 0 4  s ig n a tu r e s  w e r e  n e e d e d  t o  m a k e  t h e  1 9 9 6  b a l lo t .  

S p o n s o r s  w e r e  J a c k  A d s i t ,  J im  B r a d y  a n d  S t e v e  R ic h a r d s o n .  T h i s  p e t i t i o n  g a in e d  th e  a p p r o p r ia t e  

n u m b e r  o f  s ig n a tu r e s  a n d  a p p e a re d  o n  t h e  1 9 9 6  b a l lo t .  T h e  in i t i a t i v e  w a s  d e fe a te d :  Y e s  v o t e s  - 

1 0 5 ,0 9 3 ;  N o  v o t e s  - 8 9 ,0 1 8 .  T o t a l  v o t e s  c a s t  w e r e  2 1 5 ,8 4 4 .

0 * In  o r d e r  t o  p a s s  a  c o n s t i t u t io n a l  a m e n d m e n t ,  in i t i a t i v e  o r  r e f e r e n d u m  i t  m u s t  r e c e iv e  a  

m a jo r i t y  o f  t h e  t o t a l v o t e s  c a s t  in  t h e  e le c t io n .  T h e  t o t a l v o te s  c a s t  w a s  2 1 5 ,8 4 4 .  T h e r e f o r e ,  

th e  m a jo r i t y  n e e d e d  w a s  1 0 7 ,9 2 3 .

2 6 . D e n t u r it y .  A n  a p p l ic a t io n  f o r  a n  in i t i a t i v e  w a s  c e r t i f i e d  b y  th e  S e c r e t a r y  o f  S ta te 's  O f f i c e  o n  A p r i l  

1 8 , 1 9 9 7 .  T h i s  i n i t i a t i v e  w o u ld  h a v e  e s t a b l is h e d  p r o f e s s io n a l  l i c e n s u r e  o f  d e n tu r is t s ;  r e q u i r e  th e  

B o a r d  o f  D e n t a l  E x a m in e r s  t o  r e g u la t e  d e n tu r is t s ,  d e n ta l h y g ie n is t s  a n d  d e n t is t s  a n d  t o  f u n c t io n  

w i t h  a  la y  p e r s o n  m a jo r i t y  v o te ;  a n d  r e p e a l in g  t h e  a u t h o r i t y  o f  d e n t is t s  t o  m a k e  a n d  r e p a i r  d e n tu r e s ,  

b r id g e s  a n d  a p p l ia n c e s .  S p o n s o r s  o f  th e  b i l l  w e r e  B i l l y  M .  S t r ic k la n d ,  C h r i s t in e  L .  C o n le y  a n d  

M a r i l y n  V .  A n d e r s o n .  3 2 ,3 7 7  s ig n a tu r e s  w e r e  n e e d e d  t o  m a k e  th e  1 9 9 8  b a l lo t .  T h e  1 8 -m o n th  

c i r c u la t io n  p e r io d  e s t a b l is h e d  b y  t h e  1 9 8 5  le g is la t u r e  e x p ir e d  O c t o b e r  1 8 , 1 9 9 8 .

2 7 . E t h ic s  In  G o v e r n m e n t .  A n  a p p l ic a t io n  f o r  a n  in i t i a t i v e  w a s  c e r t i f i e d  b y  t h e  S e c r e t a r y  o f  S ta te 's  

O f f i c e  o n  S e p t e m b e r  3 , 1 9 9 7 .  T h i s  in i t i a t i v e  w o u ld  h a v e  e s t a b l is h e d  e t h ic a l  s t a n d a rd s  a n d  s p e c i f y  

u n la w fu l  a c t s  f o r  s p e c i f ie d  p u b l i c  e m p lo y e e s ,  o f f i c i a l s  a n d  o t h e r  p u b l i c  m e m b e r s ;  r e q u ir e  f in a n c ia l  

d is c lo s u r e  a n d  o t h e r  f i l i n g s ;  p r o v id e  f o r  e n fo r c e m e n t ;  p r o v id e  d e f in i t io n s ,  p r o c e d u r e s ,  p e n a l t ie s  a n d  

r e m e d ie s ;  a u t h o r iz e  in v e s t ig a t io n s ;  m a k e  c o n f o r m in g  a m e n d m e n ts ;  a n d  p r o v id e  f o r  a n  e f f e c t iv e  

d a te . S p o n s o r s  o f  t h e  b i l l  w e r e  C u r t  K a is e r ,  A n g e l in e  M .  K in n e m a n  a n d  N y l a  M u r p h y .  3 2 ,3 7 7  

s ig n a tu r e s  w e r e  n e e d e d  to  m a k e  t h e  1 9 9 8  o r  2 0 0 0  b a l lo t .  T h e  1 8 - m o n t h  c i r c u la t io n  p e r io d  

e s t a b l is h e d  b y  t h e  1 9 8 5  le g is la t u r e  e x p ir e d  M a r c h  3 , 1 9 9 9 .

* *  In  W y o m in g  t h e  in i t i a t i v e  p r o c e s s  c a n n o t  b e  u s e d  t o  p r o p o s e  a n  a m e n d m e n t  t o  th e  W y o m in g  

C o n s t i t u t io n .

R e tu r n  to  E le c t io n  A d m in is t r a t io n  M a in  M e n u  

W y o m in g  S e c r e t a r y  o f  S ta t e  H o m e  P a g e
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451 C o n s t it u t io n  o f  A l a s k a

NOTES TO DECISIONS

Art. XI, § 4

Q u o te d  in W alters v. Cease, 388 P.2d 263 (Alaska 
1964).

S ta te d  in B urgess v. Miller, 654 P.2d 273 (A laska 
1982).

C ite d  in  C itizens Coalition for Tort Reform, Inc. v. 
McAlpine, 810 P.2d 162 (Alaska 1991); S hetters  v. 
S ta te , 832 P.2d 181 (A laska Ct. App. 1992).

S e c t io n  3 . P e t i t i o n .  A fter  cer tifica tio n  o f  th e  a p p lica tio n , a  p e titio n  co n ta in in g  a 
su m m ary  o f  th e  su b ject m a tte r  sh a ll be p rep ared  b y  th e  lie u te n a n t  govern or for 
circu lation  b y  th e  sp on sors. I f  s ig n ed  by q u a lified  v o ters , eq u a l in  n u m b er  to  te n  p er cen t  
0f  th o se  w ho  v o ted  in  th e  p reced in g  g e n e r a l e lec tio n  a n d  r e s id e n t  in  a t  le a s t  tw o-th ird s o f  
th e  h o u se  d is tr ic ts  o f  th e  S ta te , i t  m a y  be filed  w ith  th e  lie u te n a n t  governor.

C ro ss  r e fe re n c e s .  — See note to A laska Const., 
art. XI, § 2.

E ffec t o f  a m e n d m e n t.  — The am endm ent, effec­
tive October 10,1970 (6 th  L egislature’s  S JR  2 (1970)), 
substitu ted  “lieu ten an t governor” for “secretary  of 
state" in  th e  first and  second sentences.

E ffec t o f  a m e n d m e n t. —  The am endm ent effec­
tive J a n u a ry  3, 1999 (20th L eg islatu re’s SCS CSH JR  
4 4 (JUD)), su b stitu ted  “house distric ts" for “election 
districts” in the  la s t sentence.

O p in io n s  o f  a t to r n e y  g e n e ra l .  — An in itia tive 
petition which, on its  face, is seen to contain an  
insufficient num ber o f signatu res m ay not be filed and 
la ter supplem ented to cure the deficiency. F ebruary  1, 
1984 Op. A tt’y Gen.

An in itia tive  petition  m ust be sufficient on its  face 
before it m ay be accepted for filing, i.e., it  m ust have 
th e  requisite  num ber of purportedly  valid signatures 
before it m ay be filed in the  office of th e  atto rney  
general; a petition deficient in th is respect should be 
re tu rn ed  to the  sponsors. F ebruary  1 , 1984 Op. A tt’y 
Gen.

AS 15.45.170 au thorizes a supplem entary  petition, 
b u t th a t  privilege is afforded only w hen a  petition, 
believed to contain a  sufficient num ber of s ignatu res 
o f qualified voters, is la te r  found to contain signatu res 
of persons who a re  not qualified voters; in such a case, 
th e  la te n t defect of num bers m ay be cured, b u t w here 
th e  defect is pa ten t, the  petition  m ay not be accepted 
for filing. F ebruary  1, 1984 Op. A tt’y  Gen.

NOTES TO DECISIONS

S u ffic ien c y  o f  su m m ary . — In preparing  sum ­
m ary of subject m a tte r  of proposed bill, the lieu ten an t 
governor is en titled  to rely on th e  prem ise th a t  read ­
ers of th e  sum m ary und erstan d  th a t  in  th e  absence of 
explicit language to th e  contrary, s ta te  in itia tives a re  
intended to change s ta te  law and  bind the  s ta te  
governm ent, no t federal law and  th e  federal govern­
ment, th u s  he need not give “special” rem inders to the 
voters regard ing  th e  scope of a s ta te  in itia tive. B ur­
gess v. Miller, 654 P.2d 273 (Alaska 1982).

S um m ary 's prediction as to proposed bill’s effect 
was am ply supported  by tex t of bill, consequently the 
sum m ary’s use of the  language “would prevent" was 
n e ith e r m isleading nor inaccurate. Burgess v. Miller, 
654 P.2d 273 (Alaska 1982).

Q u o te d  in W alters v. Cease, 388 P.2d 263 (Alaska 
1964).

C ite d  in Yute Air A laska, Inc. v. McAlpine, 698 P 2d  
1173 (Alaska 1985); S h e tte rs  v. S ta te , 832 P 2 d  181 
(A laska Ct. App. 1992).

S e c t io n  4 . I n i t i a t i v e  E le c t io n .  A n  in it ia t iv e  p e tit io n  m a y  be filed  a t  a n y  tim e . T he  
lie u te n a n t govern or sh a ll p rep are a b a llo t  t it le  an d  p rop osition  su m m a r iz in g  th e  
proposed  law , an d  sh a ll p la ce  th e m  on th e  b a llo t for th e  first s ta te w id e  e lec tio n  h e ld  m ore  
th a n  o n e h u n d red  tw e n ty  d a y s  a fter  a d jo u rn m en t o f  th e  le g is la t iv e  s e s s io n  fo llo w in g  th e  
filing. If, before th e  e lec tio n , su b s ta n t ia lly  th e  sa m e  m ea su re  h a s  b een  en a cted , th e  
p etitio n  is  void .

Effect of amendments. — T he am endm ent, effec­
tive October 10, 1970 (6 th  L egislature 's S JR  2(1970)), 
substitu ted  “lieu ten an t governor" for “secretary  of 
s ta te” in  th e  second sentence.

Opinions of attorney general. — An in itiative

petitioi ~iust be filed before the  s ta r t  of the  legislative 
session in order to be p resented  to the electorate a t 
th e  firs t state-w ide election held 1 2 0  or m ore days 
a fte r th e  conclusion of th a t  session. F ebruary  I, 1984 
Op. A tt’y Gen.

NOTES TO DECISIONS

This section must be interpreted broadly and
not narrow ly as to the  scope o f legislative power. 
W arren v. Boucher, 543 P.2d 731 (A laska 1975). 

P u rp o s e  o f  a m e n d i n g  s e c tio n  n r in r  to  i t s  n don-

following the filing of the petition." This proposal was 
am ended before adoption to read  as it does now. The 
purpose of the  am endm ent, as  explained by one of its
cnnncnrc U’OC tn rln pM'fh fVin V* * rrV> r.r ~ n ~ ~'



§ 1 5 .4 5 .1 4 0  E l e c t io n s

'  '  672

n ot cou n t su b scr ip tio n s  on  p e tit io n s  n o t properly  certified . (§ 9 .1 3  ch  83  SLA lQgn 
§ 3 ch  8 0  S L A  1998; am  § 66  ch 82  S L A  2 0 0 0 ) w ; a*u

Cross references. — For applicability  provisions The 2000 am endm ent, effective Ju ly  i ( 2 ooq 
re la ting  to the  1998 am endm ents to th is  section, see s titu ted  “person" for “sponsor" in the  first sent ^
§ 8 (c), ch. 80, SLA 1998 in  the 1998 Tem porary and references to circulators for references to spo ’
Special Acts. th roughout the  re st of th e  section, and “meets50̂

Effect of amendments. — The 1998 am endm ent, residency, age, and citizenship  qualifications r
effective September 7, 1998, substituted “must” for 15.05.010” for “is a sponsor” near the beginning of
“shall” in  th e  second sentence, added p arag raphs second sentence.
(5M7), and  m ade m inor stylistic changes.

S e c .  1 5 .4 5 .1 4 0 .  F i l i n g  o f  p e t i t i o n .  T h e sp o n so rs  m u st file  th e  in it ia tiv e  petition 
w ith in  o n e  y e a r  from  th e  t im e  th e  sp o n so rs rece iv ed  n o tice  from  th e  lie u te n a n t governor 
th a t  th e  p e t it io n s  w ere  rea d y  for d e liv e iy  to  th e m , a n d  th e  p e tit io n  m u st  be signed by 
q u alified  v o te r s  eq u a l in  n u m b er  to  10 p ercen t o f  th o se  w h o  v o ted  in  th e  p reced in g  general 
e lectio n  an d  re s id e n t in  a t  le a s t  tw o -th ird s  o f  th e  h o u se  d is tr ic ts  o f  th e  sta te . If tfre 
p etitio n  is  n o t filed  w ith in  th e  on e-y ea r  period  prov id ed  for in  th is  sec tio n , th e  petition has 
no force or effect. (§ 9 .1 4  ch 83  SL A  1960; am  § 1 ch  128  S L A  1971; am  § 55  ch 21 SLA 
2 0 0 0 )

be filed and  la te r  supplem ented  to  cure the deficiency 
F ebruary  1, 1984 Op. A tt’y  Gen.

Effect of amendments. — The 2000 am endm ent, 
effective April 28, 2000, su b stitu ted  “house d istric ts” 
for “election d is tric ts” and m ade a  sty listic change. Form er AS 15.45.170 au thorized  a  supplementary

Opinions of attorney general. — An in itia tive petition , bu t th a t  privilege is afforded only when a
petition m u st be sufficient on its  face before it m ay be petition, believed to contain  a sufficient number of
accepted for filing, i.e., it must have th i requisite signatures of qualified voters, is later found to contain
num ber of purported ly  valid s ignatu res before it m ay s ignatu res of persons who a re  no t qualified voters; in
be filed in the  office of the  a tto rney  general; a petition such a case, the la te n t defect of num bers may be
deficient in  th is  respect should be re tu rn ed  to the cured, bu t w here the  defect is p a ten t, the petition may
sponsors. F eb ru ary  1, 1984 Op. A tt y Gen. not ^  accep ted for filing. F eb ruary  1, 1984 Op. Att’v

An in itia tive petition  which, on its face, is seen to j
contain an  insufficient num ber of s ignatu res m ay not

NOTES TO DECISIONS

Quoted in  B urgess v. Miller, 654 P.2d 273 (Alaska Cited in Boucher v. Engstrom , 528 P.2d 456 (Alaska
1982). 1974).

S e c .  1 5 .4 5 .1 5 0 .  R e v i e w  o f  p e t i t i o n .  W ith in  n o t m ore th a n  6 0  d a y s  o f  th e  date the 
p etitio n  w a s  filed , th e  l ie u te n a n t  govern or sh a ll rev iew  th e  p e titio n  an d  sh a ll notify  the 
in it ia t iv e  co m m ittee  w h e th e r  th e  p e titio n  w a s  prop erly  or im p rop erly  filed , an d  a t  which 
e lectio n  th e  p rop osition  sh a ll be p laced  on th e  b a llo t. (§ 9 .1 5  ch  83  SL A  1960)

S e c .  1 5 .4 5 .1 6 0 .  B a s e s  f o r  d e t e r m i n i n g  t h e  p e t i t i o n  w a s  i m p r o p e r l y  f i l e d .  The
lie u te n a n t  govern or sh a ll n o tify  th e  co m m ittee  th a t  th e  p e tit io n  w a s  im p rop erly  filed 
upon  d e te r m in in g  th a t

(1) th e r e  is  a n  in su ffic ie n t n u m b er o f  q u a lified  su b scrib ers; or
(2) th e  su b scr ib ers  w ere  n o t re s id e n t in  a t  le a s t  tw o -th ird s o f  th e  h o u se  d is tr ic ts  o f the 

s ta te . (§ 9 .1 6  ch  83 SL A  1960; am  § 5 6  ch  21  SL A  2 0 0 0 )

Effect of amendments. — T he 2000 am endm ent, 
effective April 28, 2000, su b s titu ted  “house d istricts" 
for "election d is tric ts” in p arag rap h  (2 ).

Sec. 15.45.170. S u b m iss io n  o f  su p p lem en ta ry  p e titio n . [Repealed, §  7 ch  8 0  S L A  1998.]



97TERM 
AN ACT REQUIRING BALLOT INFORMATION PERTAINING TO TERM LIMITS

HOUSE REGISTERED 7% OF VOTES
DISTRICT VOTERS SIGNATURES 1996 GENERAL
HD 1 10613 28 475 24/40 DISTRICTS
HD 2 11344 52 511 MET THE 7%
HD 3 11858 678 553 X REQUIREMENT
HD 4 11284 746 530 X
HD 5 9887 91 424
HD 6 9448 540 365 X
HD 7 11136 421 513
HD 8 10390 508 452 X
HD 9 9319 808 406 X
HD 10 11081 958 513 X
HD 11 10664 979 417 X
HD 12 10357 935 435 X
HD 13 11225 966 501 X
HD 14 10471 745 359 X
HD 15 9944 934 361 X
HD 16 8926 1154 259 X
HD 17 11387 1193 424 X
HD 18 11985 972 575 X
HD 19 10759 1105 430 X
HD 20 10510 954 425 X
HD 21 10189 1098 401 X
HD 22 11766 985 515 X
HD 23 8938 677 261 X
HD 24 1 1 1 0 1 1053 449 X
HD 25 10947 1059 469 X
HD 26 10972 870 463 X
HD 27 12064 963 548 X
HD 28 13002 1006 539 X
HD 29 11183 302 531
HD 30 9932 193 388
HD 31 10164 205 395
HD 32 9978 151 341
HD 33 11196 198 502
HD 34 11603 153 425
HD 35 9745 227 403
HD 36 8491 2 0 2 363
HD 37 8260 180 330
HD 38 7781 146 343
HD 39 8287 217 355
HD 40 6628 145 2151

Prepared by the Division of Elections, 2/7/02



97TRAP 
AN ACT RELATING TO USE OF SNARES IN TRAPPING WOLVES

HOUSE REGISTERED 7% OF VOTES
DISTRICT VOTERS SIGNATURES 1996 GENERAL
HD 1 10613 48 475 21/40 DISTRICTS
HD 2 11344 475 511 MET THE 7%
HD 3 11858 1354 553 X REQUIREMENT
HD 4 11284 1266 530 X
HD 5 9887 224 424
HD 6 9448 144 365
HD 7 11136 439 513
HD 8 10390 419 452
HD 9 9319 243 406
HD 10 11081 1027 513 X
HD 11 10664 1096 417 X
HD 12 10357 1027 435 X
HD 13 11225 1440 501 . x  -
HD 14 10471 821 359 X ___
HD 15 9944 1432 361 X
HD 16 8926 1403 259 X
HD 17 11387 1253 424 X
HD 18 11985 1291 575 X
HD 19 10759 1227 430 X
HD 20 10510 1182 425 X
HD 21 10189 1140 401 X
HD 22 11766 1106 515 X
HD 23 8938 641 261 X
HD 24 1 1 1 0 1 977 449 X
HD 25 10947 863 469 X
HD 26 10972 765 463 X
HD 27 12064 692 548 X
HD 28 13002 919 539 X
HD 29 11183 481 531
HD 30 9932 253 388
HD 31 10164 251 395
HD 32 9978 1 2 1 341 I
HD 33 11196 214 502
HD 34 11603 180 425
HD 35 9745 205 403
HD 36 84911 124 363
HD 37 82601 140 330 I
HD 38 77811 113 343
HD 39 8287[ 113| 355
HD 40 6628 1 1 1 1 215

Prepared by the Division of Elections, 2/7/02



OOGAME 
AN ACT TO REPEAL CHAPTER 20 SLA 2000

HOUSE REGISTERED 7% OF VOTES
DISTRICT VOTERS SIGNATURES 1998 GENERAL
HD 1 11197 119 352 28/40 DISTRICTS
HD 2 11997 143 412 MET THE 7%
HD 3 12452 1056 504 X REQUIREMENT
HD 4 11918 671 470 X
HD 5 10608 309 345
HD 6 10409 82 282
HD 7 12347 1107 478 X
HD 8 11391 441 414 X
HD 9 9986 195 366
HD 10 12120 1006 485 X
HD 11 11473 942 371 X
HD 12 11385 898 405 X
HD 13 11982 1399 443 X
HD 14 11544 580 228 X
HD 15 10972 1181 300 X
HD i3 9997 942 221 X
HD 17 12889 973 373 X
HD 18 12993 1469 547 X
HD 19 11932 1030 390 X
HD 20 11403 983 373 X
HD 21 11124 1091 348 X
HD 22 12920 1049 467 X
HD 23 9972 476 189 X
HD 24 12220 834 397 X
HD 25 12028 766 427 X
HD 26 12113 574 448 X
HD 27 13662 650 551 X
HD 28 14787 622 544 X
HD 29 12216 740 485 X
HD 30 10878 423 333 X
HD 31 11120 411 328 X
HD 32 11573 275 253 X
HD 33 12312 433 447]
HD 34 13139 362 3261 X
HD 35 10604 163 351
HD 36 8841 138 333
HD 37 8762 155 284
HD 38 8135 90 309
HD 39 8944 120 330
HD 40 6987 75 179

Prepared by the Division of Elections, 2/7/02



2000 GENERAL ELECTION STATISTICS

# VOTERS
VOTING

REGISTERED 2 0 0 0

VOTERS GENERAL 7 PERCENT
HD 1 11180 6492 454.44
HD 2 12139 7212 504.84
HD 3 12451 7766 543.62
HD 4 12075 7463 522.41
HD 5 10537 6170 431.9
HD 6 10431 5889 412.23
HD 7 13251 8338 583.66
HD 8 12475 7525 526.75
HD 9 10562 6504 455.28
HD 10 12783 8477 593.39
HD 11 11679 6500 455
HD 12 11763 7109 497.63
HD 13 12792 7445 521.15
HD 14 I 12850 5040 352.8
HD 15 I 11950 5259 368.13
HD 16 11007 4107 287.49
HD 17 14332 7142 499.94
HD 18 14097 9479 663.53
HD 19 13397 7217 505.19
HD 20 11423 6365 445.55
HD 21 11258 6027 421.89
HD 22 13555 8058 564.06
HD 23 10907 4213 294.91
HD 24 12577 7538 527.66
HD 25 12473 7780 544.6
HD 26 13117 7918 554.26
HD 27 15269 9942 695.94
HD 28 16818 10431 730.17
HD 29 12806 8338 583.66
HD 30 10722 5465 382.55
HD 31 10701 5355 374.85
HD 32 11592 5196 363.72
HD 33 12870 8045 563.15
HD 34 13224 6709 469.63
HD 35 10623 6028 421.96
HD 36 9167 5299 370.93
HD 37 9023 4887 342.09
HD 38 8348 4825 337.75
HD 39 9268 4957 346.99
HD 40 6166 | 3104 217.28

Prepared by the Division of Elections, 2/7/02



GPVR10OP- R1

ID: 99PTAR 
TYPE: INITIATIVE

NUMBER OF DISTRICTS IN STATE:
NUMBER OF DISTRICTS REQUIRED:
NUMBER OF DISTRICTS WITH SIGNATURES:

QUALIFIED SIGNATURES BY DISTRICT:

NAME: AN ACT PROVIDING PROPERTY TAX AND ASSESSMENT REFORM

REMS • (GBVREMS) S... .E  OF ALASKA - -  DIVISION OF ELECTIONS
PETITION STATISTICS REPORT FOR PETITION - 99PTAR TIME: 10:08

PAGE: 9

AO
27
AO

DIST SIGNATURES

1 29
2 3A
3 A5
A A5
5 56
6 117
7 618
8 587
9 3A2

10 130A
11 1188
12 1100
13 958
1A 687
15 860
16 968
17 1A19
18 1AA7
19 1363
20 951
21 1071
22 1228
23 682
2A 1162
25 1361
26 137A
27 21A2
28 1587
29 310
30 290
31 302
32 187
33 A05
3A 230
35 293
36 203
37 191
38 259
39 235
AO 161



GPVH10OP- R1 PETITION STATISTICS REPORT FOR PETITION - 99PRVT
VREMS

TIME: 12:17
PAGE: 11

ID: 99PRVT 
TYPE: INITIATIVE

TOTAL BOOKLETS ISSUED:
TOTAL 800KLETS RECEIVED: 
TOTAL BOOKLETS ENTERED:

TOTAL SIGNATURES REQUIRED: 
TOTAL QUALIFIED:
TOTAL UNQUALIFIED:
TOTAL POTENTIAL SIGNATURES: 
TOTAL NOT YET PROCESSED:

NUMBER OF DISTRICTS IN STATE:
NUMBER OF DISTRICTS REQUIRED:
NUMBER OF DISTRICTS WITH SIGNATURES:

QUALIFIED SIGNATURES BY DISTRICT:

NAME: INITIATIVE IMPLEMENTING ALTERNATIVE VOTING ELECTORAL SYSTEM 
(CERTIFIED FOR 02PRIM ELECTION)

594
321
299

22716
22841
7865

35046
0

40
27
40

DIST SIGNATURES
QUALIFIED SIGNATURES BY DISTRICT: DIST SIGNATURES

1 34
2 44 28 1089
3 148 29 349
4 135 30 211
5 64 31 255
6 85 32 140
7 821 33 235
8 827 34 162
9 938 35 216

10 1013 36 181
11 925 37 145
12 845 38 109
13 796 39 121
14 605 40 145
15 787
16 1005
17 1125
18 1208
•9 ’ 088
20 853
21 995
22 947
23 522
24 843
25 754
26 928
27 1148



•VREMS TIME: 11:19:20.9
GPVR100P-R1

STATE OF ALASKA --  DIVISION OF ELECTIONS
PETITION STATISTICS REPORT FOR PETITION - 9/PSDH

DATE: 04 /26/99
PAGE: 13

ID: 97PSDM 
TYPE: INITIATIVE

NUMBER OF DISTRICTS IN STATE:
NUMBER OF DISTRICTS REQUIRED:
NUMBER OF DISTRICTS WITH SIGNATURES:

QUALIFIED SIGNATURES BY DISTRICT:

NAME: AN CT RELATING TO THE MEDICAL USES OF MARIJUANA FOR PERSONS SUFFERING 
FROM DEBILITATING MEDICAL CONDITIONS

40 
27
41

DIST SIGNATURES

1 34
2 50
3 798
4 823
5 100
6 520
7 314
3 385
9 254

10 957
11 1070
12 1046
13 1136
14 685
15 1147 TOTAL BOOKLETS ISSUED: 632
16 1369 TOTAL BOOKLETS RECEIVED: 366
17 1327 TOTAL BOOKLETS ENTERED: 360
18 1132
19 1238 TOTAL SIGNATURES REQUIRED: 24521
20 1068 TOTAL QUALIFIED: 25090
21 1130 TOTAL UNQUALIFIED: 7285
22 972 TOTAL POTENTIAL SIGNATURES: 35190
23 608 TOTAL NOT YET PROCESSED: 0
24 932
25 974
26 895
27 940
28 1070
29 280
30 174
31 180
32 73
33 166
34 108
35 236
36 214
37 186
38 162
39 161
40 173
88 3



GPVR100P-R1

ID: 99HEMP 
TYPE: INITIATIVE

NUMBER OF DISTRICTS IN STATE:
NUMBER OF DISTRICTS REQUIRED:
NUMBER OF DISTRICTS WITH SIGNATURES:

QUALIFIED SIGNATURES BY DISTRICT:

NAME: AN ACT TO RE-LEGALIZE HEMP

•REMS • (GBVREMS) t  ..E OF ALASKA -* DIVISION OF ELECTIONS
PETITION STATISTICS REPORT FOR PETITION - 99HEMP TIME: 10:07

PAGE: 13

40
27
40

DIST SIGNATURES

1 45
2 56
3 230
4 181
5 80
6 331
7 422
8 447
9 281

10 885
11 1069
12 900
13 1276
14 647
15 1352
16 1426
17 1187
18 1286
19 1202
20 1051
21 1181
22 803
23 570
24 778
25 899
26 1007
27 1415
28 1378
29 265
30 218
31 238
32 148
33 333
34 205
35 218
36 288
37 285
38 214
39 209
40 194



>
'GPVR10OP - R1

<EMS - (GBVREMS) S., ,. ;.  OF ALASKA -• DIVISION OF ELECTIONS,
PETITION STATISTICS REPORT FOR PETITION - GOGAME TIME: 12:16

PAGE: 19

ID: OOGAME 
TYPE: OTHER

NUMBER OF DISTRICTS IN STATE:
NUMBER OF DISTRICTS REQUIRED:
NUMBER OF DISTRICTS UITH SIGNATURES:

QUALIFIED SIGNATURES BY DISTRICT:

NAME: A REFERENDUM PETITION TO REPEAL CHAPTER 20 SLA 2000 "AN ACT RELATING 
TO MANAGEMENT OF GAME." (PASSED OH OOGENR BALLOT)

AO
27
41

DIST SIGNATURES TOTAL
TOTAL

1 119 TOTAL
2 143
3 1056 TOTAL
4 671 TOTAL
5 309 TOTAL
6 82 TOTAL
7 1107 TOTAL
8 441
9 195

10 1006
11 942
12 898
13 1399
14 580
15 1181
16 942
17 973
18 1469
19 1030
20 983
21 1091
22 '049
23 4 76
24 834
25 766
26 574
27 650
28 622
29 740
30 423
31 >11
32 275
33 433
34 562
35 163
36 138
37 155
38 90
39 120
40 75
88 4

BOOKLETS ISSUED: 859
BOOKLETS RECEIVED: 533
BOOKLETS ENTERED: 524

SIGNATURES REQUIRED: 0
QUALIFIED: 24977
UNQUALIFIED: 10288
POTENTIAL SIGNATURES: 40068
NOT YET PROCESSF": 0



ID: 97TRAP 
TYPE: INITIATIVE

VREMS TIME: 11:21:29.5
GPVR100P-R1

HUMBER OF DISTRICTS IN STATE:
NUMBER OF DISTRICTS REQUIRED:
NUMBER OF DISTRICTS WITH SIGNATURES:

QUALIFIED SIGNATURES BY DISTRICT:

NAME: AN ACT RELATING TO THE USE OF SNARES IN TRAPPING WOLVES

STATE OF ALASKA •• DIVISION OF ELECTIONS DATE: 04 /26/99
PETITION STATISTICS REPORT FOR PETITION - 97TRAP PAGE: 21

40 
27
41

DIST SIGNATURES

1 48
2 475
3 1354
4 1266
5 224
6 144
7 4 jy
8 419
9 243

10 1027
11 1096
12 1027
13 1440
14 821
15 1432
16 1403
17 1253
18 1291
19 1227
20 1182
21 1140
22 1106
23 641
24 977
25 863
26 765
27 692
28 919
29 481
30 253
31 251
32 121
33 214
34 180
35 203
36 124
37 140
38 113
39 113
40 111
88 u

TOTAL BOOKLETS ISSUED: 
TOTAL BOOKLETS RECEIVED: 
TOTAL BOOKLETS ENTERED:

984
570
553

TOTAL SIGNATURES REQUIRED: 24521
TOTAL QUALIFIED: ^7224
TOTAL UNQUALIFIED:
TOTAL POTENTIAL SIGNATURES: 44190
TOTAL NOT YET PROCESSED: 0



ID : 97BILL 
TYPE: INITIATIVE

VREMS TIME: 11 :22 :16 .8
GPVR100P-R1

TOTAL BOOKLETS ISSUED: 
TOTAL BOOKLETS RECEIVED: 
TOTAL BOOKLETS ENTERED:

TOTAL SIGNATURES REQUIRED: 
TOTAL QUALIFIED:
TOTAL UNQUALIFIED:
TOTAL POTENTIAL SIGNATURES: 
TOTAL NOT YET PROCESSED:

NUMBER OF DISTRICTS IN STATE:
NUMBER OF DISTRICTS REQUIRED:
NUMBER OF DISTRICTS WITH SIGNATURES:

QUALIFIED SIGNATURES BY DISTRICT:

NAME: AN ACT RELATING TO BILLBOARDS

STATE OF ALASKA --  DIVISION OF ELECTIONS DATE: 04/26/99
PETITION STATISTICS REPORT FOR PETITION - 97BILL PAGE: 15

635
420
361

24521
24745
7234

38934
0

40
27
40

DIST SIGNATURES

1 31
2 103 QUALIFIED SIGNATURES B1 DISTRICT: DIST SIGNATURES
3 631
4 409 28 851
5 163 29 419
6 101 30 147
7 1095 31 150
8 540 32 se
9 346 33 148

10 1162 34 98
11 1030 35 297
12 1017 36 124
13 1570 37 113
14 553 38 126
15 1043 39 H 2
16 587 40 182
17 1011
18 1640
19 1069
20 1032
21 1002
22 1143
23 454
24 1072
25 995
26 940
27 1181



’ GPVR100P-R1

ID: 99WAGE 
TYPE: INITIATIVE

NUMBER OF DISTRICTS IN STATE:
NUMBER OF DISTRICTS REQUIRED:
NUMBER OF DISTRICTS WITH SIGNATURES:

QUALIFIED SIGNATURES BY DISTRICT:

NAME: AN ACT TO INCREASE ALASKA'S MIN'MUM WAGE.

^REMS - (GBVREMS) S ,n .E OF ALASKA --  DIVISION OF ELECTIONS
PETITION STATISTICS REPORT FOR PETITION - 99WAGE TIME: 10:08

PAGE: 11

AO
27
AO

DIST SIGNATURES

1 231
2 57
3 603
A 528
5 1A2
6 82
7 335
8 371
9 AOA

10 A 98
11 ' 555
12 520
13 553
1A A82
15 599
16 832
17 651
18 572
19 713
20 577
21 937
22 701
23 535
2A 700
25 670
26 6A2
27 632
28 803
29 712
30 618
31 669
32 319
33 656
3A 295
35 20A
36 A09
37 232
38 1A5
39 188
AO 151



"GPVR10OP- R1
.EMS - (GBVREMS) S. OF ALASKA --  DIVISION OF ELECTIONS

PETITION STATISTICS REPORT FOR PETITION - 97ENGL TIME: 14:30

PAGE: 19

ID: 97ENGL 
TYPE: INITIATIVE

NUMBER OF DISTRICTS IN STATE:
NUMBER OF DISTRICTS REQUIRED:
NUMBER OF DISTRICTS WITH SIGNATURES:

QUALIFIED SIGNATURES BY DISTRICT:

NAME: AN INITIATIVE ADOPTING ENGLISH AS THE OFFICIAL LANGUAGE OF ALASKA 
(INITIATIVE PASSED ON 11 /3 /98  BALLOT)

40
27
40

DIST SIGNATURES

1 24
2 27
3 36
4 36
5 25
6 115 TOTAL BOOKLETS ISSUED: 970
7 504 TOTAL BOOKLETS RECEIVED: 495
g 855 TOTAL BOOKLETS ENTERED: 491
9 588

10 1090 TOTAL SIGNATURES REQUIRED: 24521
11 1003 TOTAL QUALIFIED: 24525
12 980 TOTAL UNQUALIFIED: 7517
,3 1013 TOTAL POTENTIAL SIGNATURES: 36450
14 845 TOTAL NOT YET PROCESSED: 0
15 1077
16 1099
17 1228
18 1096
19 1163
20 1142
21 1027
22 995
23 614
24 871
25 1006
26 1033
27 1053
28 998
29 407
30 393
31 425
32 284
33 465
34 312
35 271
36 136
37 124
38 87
39 152
40 125



ID: 97TERM NAME: AN ACT REQUIRING BALLOT INFORMATION PERTAINING TO LEGISLATIVE AND CONG
TYPE: INITIATIVE RESSIONAL TERM LIMITS

VREMS TIME: 11:18:47.3  STATE OF ALASKA -- DIVISION OF ELECTIONS DATE:
GPVR100P-R1 PETITION STATISTICS REPORT FOR PETITION - 97TERM PAGE:

NUMBER OF DISTRICTS IN STATE: 40
NUMBER OF DISTRICTS REQUIRED: 27
NUMBER OF DISTRICTS WITH SIGNATURES: 41

QUALIFIED SIGNATURES BY DISTRICT: DIST SIGNATURES

1 28
2 52
3 678
4 746
5 91
6 540
7 421
8 508
9 808

10 958
11 979
12 935
13 966
14 745
15 934
16 1154
17 1193
18 972
19 1105
20 954
21 1098
22 985
23 677
24 1053
25 1059
26 870
27 963
28 1006
29 302
30 193
31 205
32 151
33 198
34 153
35 227
36 202
37 180
38 146
39 217
40 145
88 1

TOTAL BOOKLETS ISSUED: 571
TOTAL BOOKLETS RECEIVED: 324
TOTAL BOOKLETS ENTERED: 321

TOTAL SIGNATURES REQUIRED: 24521
TOTAL QUALIFIED: 24798
TOTAL UNQUALIFIED: 5976
TOTAL POTENTIAL SIGNATURES: 33498
TOTAL NOT YET PROCESSED: 0

04/26/99
12



VREMS TIME: 11 :20:59.7
GPVR100P-R1

STATE OF ALASKA -- DIVISION OF ELECTIONS
PETITION STATISTICS REPORT FOR PETITION - 95HUNT

DATE:
PAGE:

ID: 95HUNT 
TYPE: INITIATIVE

NAME: AN ACT RELATING TO THE SAME-DAY AIRBORNE HUNTING OF CERTAIN ANIMALS

NUMBER OF DISTRICTS IN STATE: AO
NUMBER OF DISTRICTS REQUIRED: 27
NUMBER OF DISTRICTS WITH SIGNATURES: AO

QUALIFIED SIGNATURES BY DISTRICT: DIST SIGNATURES

1 275
2 3A3
3 2355
A 1718
5 332
6 82
7 5AA
8 302
9 260

10 811
11 892
12 79A
13 995
1A 5A1
15 965
16 77A
17 907
18 1059
19 906
20 903
21 8A1
22 893
23 A11
2A 758
25 639
26 A57
27 380
28
29 298
30 100
31 8A
32 33
33 116
3A 110
35 203
36 98
37 96
38 86
39 85
AO 91

TOTAL BOOKLETS ISSUED: 517
TOTAL 800KLETS RECEIVED: 329
TOTAL BOOKLETS ENTERED: 328

TOTAL SIGNATURES REQUIRED: 21667
TOTAL QUALIFIED: 2207A
TOTAL UNQUALIFIED: 9817
TOTAL POTENTIAL SIGNATURES: 3A290
TOTAL NOT YET PROCESSED: 0

05/06/99
13



ID : 95FISH 
TYPE: INITIATIVE

■VREMS TIME: 11 :20 :26 .9
GPVR100P-R1

TOTAL BOOKLETS ISSUED: 
TOTAL BOOKLETS RECEIVED: 
TOTAL BOOKLETS ENTERED:

TOTAL SIGNATURES REQUIRED: 
TOTAL QUALIFIED:
TOTAL UNQUALIFIED:
TOTAL POTENTIAL SIGNATURES: 
TOTAL NOT YET PROCESSED:

NUMBER OF DISTRICTS IN STATE:
NUMBER OF DISTRICTS REQUIRED:
NUMBER OF DISTRICTS WITH SIGNATURES:

QUALIFIED SIGNATURES BY DISTRICT:

NAME: AN ACT RELATING TO THE MANAGEMENT OF SALMON

STATE OF ALASKA --  DIVISION OF ELECTIONS DATE:
PETITION STATISTICS REPORT FOR PETITION - 95FISH PAGE:

305
211
209

21667
21697
4641

27450
0

40
27
40

01 ST SIGNATURES
QUALIFIED SIGNATURES BY DISTRICT: DIST SIGNATURES

1 27
2 38 28 1140
3 54 29 83
4 59 30 60
5 28 31 73
6 90 32 40
7 171 33 70
8 334 34 61
9 199 35 177

10 1219 36 131
11 1116 37 134
12 1190 38 132
13 963 39 141
14 640 40 99
15 816
16 743
17 1237
18 1286
19 1227
20 1067
21 902
22 1084
23 513
24 995
25 998 *
26 1045
27 1315

05/06/99
8



ID: 95CFPO 
TYPE: INITIATIVE

' VREMS TIME: 1 1 :19 :5 7 .9
GPVR100P-R1

TOTAL BOOKLETS ISSUED:
TOTAL 800KLETS RECEIVED: 
TOTAL BOOKLETS ENTERED:

TOTAL SIGNATURES REQUIRED: 
TOTAL QUALIFIED:
TOTAL UNQUALIFIED:
TOTAL POTENTIAL SIGNATURES: 
TOTAL NOT YET PROCESSED:

NUMBER OF DISTRICTS IN STATE:
NUMBER OF DISTRICTS REQUIRED:
NUMBER OF DISTRICTS WITH SIGNATURES:

QUALIFIED SIGNATURES BY DISTRICT:

DATE: 05/06/99 
PAGE: 13

NAME: AN INITIATIVE RELATING TO CAMPAIGN FINANCING AND THE ALASKA PUBLIC 
OFFICES COMMISSION; AND PROVIDING FOR AN EFFECTIVE DATE.

STATE OF ALASKA -- DIVISION OF ELECTIONS
PETITION STATISTICS REFJRT FOR PETITION - 95CFPO

580
331
306

21667
22764
7371

33786
0

40
27
40

DIST SIGNATURES

1 116
2 256
3 1472
4 857
5 296
6 97
7 520
8 354
9 200

10 933
11 954
12 909
13 1202
14 484
15 931
16 580
17 912
18 1144
19 868
20 858
21 803
22 884
23 378
24 759
25 770
26 739
27 905

QUALIFIED SIGNATURES BY DISTRICT: DIST SIGNATURES

28 805
29 599
30 247
31 222
32 110
33 301
34 118
35 343
36 211
37 136
38 110
39 279
40 102



VREMS TIME: 11 :19 :17 .9
GPVR100P-R1

STATE OF ALASKA --  DIVISION OF ELECTIONS
PETITION STATISTICS REPORT FOR PETITION - 95BITL

DATE:
PAGE:

ID: 95BITL 
TYPE: INITIATIVE

NAME: AN ACT REQUIRING BALLOT INFORMATION PERTAINING TO CONGRESSIONAL TERH 
LIMIT VOTING RECORDS AND CERTAIN ACTS OR OMISSIONS OF CANDIDATES..

NUMBER OF DISTRICTS IN STATE: AO
NUMBER OF DISTRICTS REQUIRED: 27
NUMBER OF DISTRICTS WITH SIGNATURES: AO

QUALIFIED SIGNATURES BY DISTRICT: DIST SIGNATURES

1 19
2 33
3 50
A A8
5 A1
6 153
7 1006
8 926
9 10A9

10 957
11 908
12 871
13 780
1A 67A
15 676
16 733
17 1071
18 1087
19 1003
20 8A2
21 755
22 8A9
23 521
2A 801
25 766
26 6A1
27 857
28 6A0
29 603
30 A17
31 296
32 216
33 325
3A 283
35 272
36 176
37 129
38 159
39 187
AO 138

TOTAL BOOKLETS ISSUED: 376
TOTAL BOOKLETS RECEIVED: 193
TOTAL BOOKLETS ENTERED: 191

TOTAL SIGNATURES REQUIRED: 21667
TOTAL QUALIFIED: 21958
TOTAL UNQUALIFIED: 3208
TOTAL POTENTIAL SIGNATURES: 26676
TOTAL NOT YET PROCESSED: 236

05/06/99
8



VREMS TIME: 11:18:47.4
GPVR100P-R1

STATE OF ALASKA -- DIVISION OF ELECTIONS
PETITION STATISTICS REPORT FOR PETITION - 93MCAP

DATE:
PAGE:

ID: 93MCAP 
TYPE: INITIATIVE

NAME: PROPOSED BILL: SHALL THE CAPITAL OF ALASKA BE CHANGED TO WASILLA7 
MEASURE FAILED ON 11/8/94 BALLOT

TOTAL BOOKLETS ISSUED: 488
TOTAL BOOKLETS RECEIVED: 375
TOTAL BOOKLETS ENTERED: 374

TOTAL SIGNATURES REOUIRED: 26143
TOTAL QUALIFIED: 26150
TOTAL UNQUALIFIED: 7724
TOTAL POTENTIAL SIGNATURES: 36954
TOTAL NOT YET PROCESSED: 0

NUMBER OF DISTRICTS IN STATE: 40
NUMBER OF DISTRICTS REQUIRED: 27
NUMBER OF DISTRICTS WITH SIGNATURES: 40

QUALIFIED SIGNATURES BY DISTRICT: DIST SIGNATURES

1 16
2 21
3 14
4 13
5 15
6 83
7 284
8 404
9 474

10 1182
11 1248
12 1259
13 1104
14 720
15 998
16 832
17 1200
18 1211
19 1173
20 1162
21 1038
22 1126
23 491
24 1120
25 1285
26 2096
27 1994

QUALIFIED SIGNATURES BY DISTRICT: DIST SIGNATURES

28 2027
29 81
30 128
31 73
32 40
33 79
34 91
35 332
36 245
37 155
38 89
39 124
40 123

05/06/99
12



VREMS TIME: 11 :18 :15 .4
GPVR100P-R1

STATE OF ALASKA --  DIVISION OF ELECTIONS
PETITION STATISTICS REPORT FOR PETITION - 93LMIT

DATE: 05/06/99
PAGE: 23

ID: 93LMIT 
TYPE: INITIATIVE

NUMBER OF DISTRICTS IN STATE:
NUMBER OF DISTRICTS REQUIRED:
NUMBER OF DISTRICTS WITH SIGNATURES:

QUALIFIED SIGNATURES BY DISTRICT:

NAME: AN ACT LIMITING CURRENT OR FORMER INCUMBENT CONGRESSIONAL BALLOT 
ACCESS.-(INITIATIVE PASSED ON 11 /8 /94  BALLOT)

40
27
40

DIST SIGNATURES

1 26
2 55
3 480
4 692
5 81
6 151
7 592
8 686
9 1038

10 1401
11 1162
12 1104
13 1126
14 751
15 942
16 743
17 1214
18 1414
19 1165
20 1087
21 951
22 1097
23 458
24 1083
25 920
26 864
27 713
28 754
29 541
30 461
31 410
32 317
33 528
34 390
35 372
36 282
37 153
38 120
39 142
40 155

TOTAL BOOKLETS ISSUED: 
TOTAL BOOKLETS RECEIVED: 
TOTAL BOOKLETS ENTERED:

1249
775
778

TOTAL SIGNATURES REQUIRED: 26U3
TOTAL QUALIFIED: 2662]
TOTAL UNQUALIFIED: 0556
TOTAL POTENTIAL SIGNATURES: 33322
TOTAL NOT YET PROCESSED: g



VREMS TIME: 11 :17 :43 .9
GPVR100P-R1

STATE OF ALASKA --  DIVISION OF ELECTIONS
PETITION STATISTICS REPORT FOR PETITION - 93COST

DATE: 05/06/99
PAGE: 20

ID: 93COST 
TYPE: INITIATIVE

NUMBER OF DISTRICTS IN STATE:
NUMBER OF DISTRICTS REQUIRED:
NUM8ER OF DISTRICTS WITH SIGNATURES:

QUALIFIED SIGNATURES BY DISTRICT:

NAME: AN ACT RELATING TO THE RELOCATION OF THE ALASKA LEGISLATURE OR CAPITAL 
OF ALASKA-- INITIATIVE PASSED ON 11 /8/94 BALLOT

40
27
40

DIST SIGNATURES

1 2579
2 2220
3 5672 TOTAL
4 5246 TOTAL
5 1837 TOTAL
6 307
7 84 TOTAL
8 106 TOTAL
9 108 TOTAL

10 352 TOTAL
11 372 TOTAL
12 337
13 390
14 185
15 313
16 222
17 291
18 371
19 280
20 307
21 229
22 266
23 107
24 237
25 240
26 219
27 202
28 230
29 1059
30 652
31 654
32 338
33 686
34 384
35 414
36 123
37 75
38 122
39 84
40 83

800KLETS ISSUED: 889
BOOKLETS RECEIVED: 655
BOOKLETS ENTERED: 666

SIGNATURES REQUIRED: 26143
QUALIFIED: 27983
UNQUALIFIED: 7457
POTENTIAL SIGNATURES: 41328
NOT YET PROCESSED: 0



ID: 89TELE 
TYPE: INITIATIVE

VREMS TIME: 11 :17 :04 .9

GPVR100P-R1

NUMBER OF DISTRICTS IN STATE:
NUMBER OF DISTRICTS REQUIRED:
NUMBER OF DISTRICTS WITH SIGNATURES:

QUALIFIED SIGNATURES BY DISTRICT;

NAME: AN ACT RELATING TO INTRASTATE LONG-DISTANCE TELEPHONE COMPETITION 
CERTIFIED FOR 1990 GENERAL ELECTION BALLOT.

STATE OF ALASKA -- DIVISION OF ELECTIONS DATE:
PETITION STATISTICS REPORT FOR PETITION - 89TELE PAGE:

40
27
27

DIST SIGNATURES

1 91
2 71
3 50
4 1663
5 907 TOTAL BOOKLETS ISSUED: 964
6 191 TOTAL 300KLETS RECEIVED: 583
7 642 TOTAL BOOKLETS ENTERED: 351
8 1426
9 1684 TOTAL SIGNATURES REQUIRED: 20343

10 1556 TOTAL QUALIFIED: 21138
11 800 TOTAL UNQUALIFIED: 8819
12 923 TOTAL POTENTIAL SIGNATURES: 58428
13 747 TOTAL NOT YET PROCESSED: 0
14 1079
15 1498
16 2719
17 265
18 1040
19 886
20 1461
21 844
22 59
23 228
24 105
25 49
26 94
27 60

05/06/99
20

END OF REPORT - GPVR100P-R1



ID: 89ALAS 
TYPE: INITIATIVE

'VREMS TIME: 11:16:12.4
GPVR100P-R1

TOTAL BOOKLETS ISSUED:
TOTAL BOOKLETS RECEIVED: 
TOTAL BOOKLETS ENTERED:

TOTAL SIGNATURES REQUIRED: 
TOTAL QUALIFIED:
TOTAL UNQUALIFIED:
TOTAL POTENTIAL SIGNATURES: 
TOTAL NOT YcT PROCESSED:

NUMBER OF DISTRICTS IN STATE:
NUMBER OF DISTRICTS REQUIRED:
NUMBER OF DISTRICTS WITH SIGNATURES:

QUALIFIED SIGNATURES BY DISTRICT:

NAME: AN ACT RELATING TO THE CREATION OF COMPETITIVE LONG DISTANCE TELEPHONE 
SERVICES WITHIN ALASKA. CERTIFIED FOR 1990 GENERAL ELECTION BALLOT.

STATE OF ALASKA -• 01 VISION OF ELECTIONS DATE: 05 /06 /99
PETITION STATISTICS REPORT FOR PETITION - 89ALAS PAGE: 21

1281
423
414

20343
22915
9517

36108
0

40
27
27

DIST SIGNATURES

1 770
2 260
3 34
4 1000
5 1068
6 468
7 1000
8 2135
9 1758

10 2106
11 1304
12 1249
13 1429
14 1839
15 1955
16 1808
17 192
18 372
19 349
20 579
21 399
22 147
23 100
24 140
25 118
26 201
27 135



ID: 88MAKI 
TYPE: INITIATIVE

VREMS TIME: 11:15 :21 .1
GPVR100P-R1

TOTAL BOOKLETS ISSUED:
TOTAL BOOKLETS RECEIVED: 
TOTAL BOOKLETS ENTERED:

TOTAL SIGNATURES REQUIRED: 
TOTAL QUALIFIED:
TOTAL UNQUALIFIED:
TOTAL POTENTIAL SIGNATURES: 
TOTAL NOT YET PROCESSED:

NUMBER OF DISTRICTS IN STATE:
NUMBER OF DISTRICTS REQUIRED:
NUMBER OF DISTRICTS WITH SIGNATURES:

QUALIFIED SIGNATURES BY DISTRICT:

NAME: AN ACT RELATING TO REPEAL OF PERSONAL USE OF MARIJUANA 
CERTIFIED FOR 1990 GENERAL ELECTION BALLOT.

STATE OF ALASKA --  DIVISION OF ELECTIONS DATE: 05/06/99
PETITION STATISTICS REPORT FOR PETITION - 88MARI PAGE: 19

1030
497
369

20343
21439
7568

42408
0

40
27
27

DIST SIGNATURES

1 2080
2 383
3 297
4 1893
5 467
6 283
7 558
8 1417
9 1584

10 1073
11 479
12 570
13 819
14 1426
15 1254
16 1086
17 279
18 1334
19 946
20 1510
21 860
22 238
23 201
24 149
25 161
26 59
27 33



ID: 87T0R2 
TYPE: INITIATIVE

VREMS TIME: 11 :14 :36 .5
GPVR100P-R1

TOTAL BOOKLETS ISSUED:
TOTAL BOOKLETS RECE'VED: 
TOTAL BOOKLETS ENTERED:

TOTAL SIGNATURES REQUIRED: 
TOTAL QUALIFIED:
TOTAL UNQUALIFIED:
TOTAL POTENTIAL SIGNATURES: 
TOTAL NOT YET PROCESSED:

NUMBER OF DISTRICTS IN STATE:
NUMBER OF DISTRICTS REQUIRED:
NUMBER OF DISTRICTS WITH SIGNATURES:

QUALIFIED SIGNATURES BY DISTRICT:

NAME: AN ACT RELATING TO CIVIL LIABILITY— (REVISED APPLICATION)
CERTIFIED FOR 1988 GENERAL ELECTION

STATE OF ALASKA --  DIVISION OF ELECTIONS DATE: 05/06/99
PETITION STATISTICS REPORT FOR PETITION - 87TOR2 PAGE: 24

1110
741
720

18253
18476
6291

31662
0

40
27
27

DIST SIGNATURES

1 621
2 224
3 236
4 575
5 681
6 429
7 721
8 1783
9 1684

10 1310
11 686
12 959
13 652
14 1292
15 1115
16 2762
17 170
18 226
19 406
20 531
21 464
22 154
23 58
24 34
25 227
26 199
27 277



ID: 87GAMB 
TYPE: INITIATIVE

’VREMS TIME: 11:13:39.3
GPVR100P-R1

TOTAL BOOKLETS ISSUED:
TOTAL BOOKLETS RECEIVED: 
TOTAL BOOKLETS ENTERED:

TOTAL SIGNATURES REQUIRED: 
TOTAL QUALIFIED:
TOTAL UNQUALIFIED:
TOTAL POTENTIAL SIGNATURES: 
TOTAL NOT YET PROCESSED:

NUMBER OF DISTRICTS IN STATE:
NUMBER OF DISTRICTS REQUIRED:
NUMBER OF DISTRICTS WITH SIGNATURES:

QUALIFIED SIGNATURES BY DISTRICT:

NAME: AN ACT RE REGULATION OF GAMBLING AND ESTABLISHING A GAMBLING BOARD 
CERTIFIED FOR THE 1990 PRIMARY ELECTION BALLOT.

STATE OF ALASKA --  DIVISION OF ELECTIONS DATE: 05 /06/99
PETITION STATISTICS REPORT FOR PETITION - 87GAMB PAGE: 12

597
303
303

18253
18461
8654

29214
0

40
27
27

DIST SIGNATURES

1 151
2 37
3 104
4 612
5 580
6 460
7 544
8 1170
9 1256

10 1348
11 1001
12 1278
13 1399
14 1287
15 1685
16 2411
17 332
18 555
19 366
20 925
21 375
22 76
23 66
24 106
25 58
26 102
27 203



ID: 87CCCA 
TYPE: INITIATIVE

VREMS TIME: 11:13:08.9
GPVR100P-R1

NUMBER OF DISTRICTS IN STATE:
NUMBER OF DISTRICTS REQUIRED:
NUMBER OF DISTRICTS UiTH SIGNATURES:

QUALIFIED SIGNATURES BY DISTRICT:

NAME: INIT. TO ESTABLISH AN INDEPENDENT COMMUNITY COLLEGE SYSTEM FOR ALASKA 
CERTIFIED FOR 1988 GENERAL ELECTION

STATE OF ALASKA -- DIVISION OF ELECTIONS DATE: 05/06 /99
PETITION STATISTICS REPORT FOR PETITION - 87CCCA PAGE: 10

40
27
27

DIST SIGNATURES

1 521
2 64
3 172 TOTAL BOOKLETS ISSUED: 435
4 133 TOTAL BOOKLETS RECEIVED: 230
5 429 TOTAL BOOKLETS ENTERED: 230
6 148
7 966 TOTAL SIGNATURES REQUIRED: 182538 2156 TOTAL QUALIFIED: 184549 1891 TOTAL UNQUALIFIED: 733610 1662 TOTAL POTENTIAL SIGNATURES: 2851211 1188 TOTAL NOT YET PROCESSED: 1612 1457

13 1356
14 1625
15 1460
16 1640
17 105
18 152
19 134
20 255
21 152
22 47
23 161
24 45
25 401
26 86
27 48

END OF REPORT - GPVR100P-R1



750 West Second Ave., Suite 109, Anchorage Alaska 99501 / Ph. 907.258.6171/ Fax 907.258.6177 
P.O. Box 22151, Juneau Alaska 99802 / Ph. 907.463.3366 / Fax 907.463.3312 / www.acvotcrs.org

HB  213 ~  Initiative/Referendum Petitions 
HJR  25 ~  Constitutional Amendment

House Judiciary Commiltee Members 
Susan Schrader, Conservation Advocate 
February 20, 2002

Alaska Conservation Voters is a non-profit organization dedicated to protecting Alaska’s 
environment through public education and advocacy. Public participation in all levels of 
government is the hallmark of our democracy, and Alaska Conservation Voters cannot 
support any legislation that would limit Alaskan citizens’ voice in forming the laws that 
govern us. Thus, we are opposed to HB 213 and HJR 25.

We agree with the sponsors that the initiative process should involve and benefit Alaskan 
citizens statewide, not just outside interests or certain special interest groups. However, 
we do not believe HB 213 and HJR 25 will achieve their desired goals. It is unlikely that 
raising the bar on an already arduous signature gathering process for initiatives on any 
subject will actually engage more Alaskans in a democratic process. More likely, the 
markedly burdensome requirements o f HB 213 and HJR 25 will be a major disincentive 
for concerned Alaskans to use their constitutional rights o f the initiative and referendum 
process.

The sound defeat in the November 2000 elections o f Ballot Measure 1, to restrict the use 
o f initiatives to make laws regulating wildlife, proved that the majority o f Alaskans do 
not want their right to use the initiative process restricted. In a January 2002 poll o f 
Alaskan voters conducted by Ivan Moore Research for Alaska Conservation Alliance, 
respondents were asked whether they favor or oppose measures that limit citizen ballot 
initiatives. Over 75% of respondents oppose such measures. (See attached)

Clearly, Alaskan voters want their right to petition government to remain protected and 
unchanged. We believe it is ill-advised for elected representatives o f the citizens o f 
Alaska to further restrict the public’s right to participate in making the laws that govern 
them. Please oppose HB 213 and HJR 25.

Susan E. Schrader-

TO:
FROM:
DATE:

C o n s e r v e  A l a s k a .  I t ' s  O n l y  N a t u r a l

http://www.acvotcrs.org


E X E C U T I V E  S U M M A R Y

The results of this survey, conducted January 6lh to 10th, show a very strong level of 
support for environmental issues in the State of Alaska and a high level of importance 
attached to quality of life issues related to the environment.

More than 75% of respondents feel that...

•  We owe it to our children to be good stewards of our environment (96.2%)

® When it comes to protecting the environment, it matters who I vote for (94.7%)

• Being close to nature and recreational opportunities is an important part of why 
we live in Alaska (91.3%)

• A healthy environment is necessary for a strong economy (88.4%)

• Protecting Alaska’s remaining wilderness and wildlife habitat areas is important 
(86.5%)

• More effort should be made to encourage economic development and jobs that do 
not rely on resource extraction (81.2%)

• I live in Alaska because of its healthy environment (77.4%)

• We can have a clean environment and a strong economy at the same time without 
having to choose one over the other (75.7%)

Clearly, a healthy clean environment is universally held to be of prime important among 
voters in Alaska. What is particularly encouraging is that these issues are importance to 
respondents when they vote, and that by and large, they don’t perceive environmental 
issues and economic issues to be in conflict, but as ideals that can and should co-exist.

This executive summary summarizes results to this survey. Any questions concerning 
the contents of this report or concerning the methodology of this study can be directed to 
Ivan Moore at (907) 278-4600 or by e-mail at ivan@ ivanm ooreresearch.coni

G eneral findings



Ballot Initiatives

Respondents were asked the following question concerning efforts by the legislature to 
limit citizen ballot initiatives:

The Alaska legislature is considering measures that would limit citizen’s ability to put 
initiatives on the ballot. Some people think this would take away an important right 
guaranteed by the Alaska Constitution. Others think this would protect us from a 
cluttered and confusing ballot. Do you favor or oppose measures that limit citizen ballot 
initiatives?

B a l l o t  i n i t i a t i v e  m e a s u r e

8 0 %

7 0 %

6 0 %

5 0 %

4 0 %

3 0 %

20%

10%

0%

E3 Favor □  Oppose B Not sure

This is a very strong result, particularly strong considering the current issue of ballot 
initiative signature collectors and debate concerning their right to collect signatures. 
There is clearly very strong opinion among voters that the right to petition government be 
protected and remain unchanged.



Demographics

Live in families who had participated in outdoor recreation activities (like fishing, 
hunting, skiing and hiking) 65 times in 2001

Has lived in Alaska just over 30 years

Is just over 50 years old

Has a 2001 household income of just over $78,000 

Just over 40% have children 

Just over two-thirds are married

A 50-50 gender split was brought about through statistical weighting 

By areas of Alaska, we see the following distribution:

The average respondent in this survey...

Anchorage
Fairbanks

Southeast
Rural Alaska
MatSu-Kenai-Valdez

15.7%
8.9%

20.2%
41.8%
13.3%


